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SUM OF THE NEWS 


Gi: 
02: 


03: 


04: 


Gas 


The synod of the [Angltcan] Church of the Provtnce of Southern Afrtca 
takes several stands contrary to offtctal South Afrtcan race policy. 


The Federation of Evangeltcal Churches tn Italy reports that Stetltan 
Protestants were not pleased with the pope's recent vtstt to thetr area. 


Sweden's annual Ecumentcal Development Week ts a decade old. 


The Reformed Alltance, a grouptng tn the Evangeltcal Church tn Germany, 
has tssued a statement on peace whtch has prompted church debate. 


Concern about the destructton of Iltfe tn Central America ts expressed 
by World Counetl of Churches general secretary tn hts first statement 
For 1925. 


SA ANGLICAN SYNOD Ecumenicel Press 
ACTS ON. APARTHEID Service 83.01.01 


PORT ELIZABETH (EPS) - The synod of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of 
Southern Africahas taken several stands contrary to official South African 
race policy. 


Anglican marriage officers in South Africa should marry couples of different 
races, provisions of the Mixed Marriages Act notwithstanding, the synod said. 
It added that the officer should "make them aware of the possible consequences 
of their living together as husband and wife," then proceed with the marriage 
providing there are no other obstacles besides the MMA. 


Without dissent, the synod declared apartheid (South African race separation) 
"totally unchristian, evil and a heresy." It judged "blasphemous" a proposal 
pending in the South African parliament to make laws which control the 
geographic mobility of blacks more stringent. The CPSA archbishop was asked 
to call a day of prayer and fasting in 1983 and issue a pastoral letter on the 
subject. Should the bill become law, he is to "declare to church members and 
to the state that provisions thereof contrary to the will of God cannot be 
binding on the consciences of citizens." 


In other actions, the synod: 


- said all South Africans should have the right to "object conscientiously to 
service in national defence, for moral, ethical and/or religious reasons." 


- asked CPSA commissions to investigate the idea of a "just war," and diocesan 
restructuring. 


- agreed to the principle that the Nicene Creed be recited without the phrase 
indicating that the Holy Spirit proceeds from God the Son as well as God the 
Father (the '"filioque" clause). Use of the creed without the clause is the 
Orthodox practice. 


EPS 


SICILIAN PROTESTANTS Ecumenical Press 
REACT TO PAPAL VISIT Service 83.01.02 


PALERMO, Sicily (EPS) - Protestants in Sicily were not so happy with the pope's 
visit to their area at the end of last year. So reports the country's Federation 
of Evangelical Churches (FCEI). 


According to the FCEI report, Protestants on the island distributed fliers which 
"criticized the triumphalistic manifestation which the papal visits always 
signify, the superficial impression of unity, and the wrong image which it 
promotes of the task of the church." The report also concludes that during his 
visit "the pope failed to give a clear statement against the Mafia,''which is 
strong here. 


FCEI also reports that it has established a group to deal with issues related 
to migration of workers to and from the Italian south, and that it continues to 
aid reconstruction efforts in parts of the country hit by earthquake two years 
ago. 


FCEI includes Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist-Waldensian, Salvation Army, and 
Apostolic denominations, which account for about a fifth of the country's 

estimated Evangelical population of about 250,000. Most of the rest are associated 
with the Assemblies of God and other Pentecostal denominations. 


In another Italian Evangelical development, the Baptist-Methodist-Waldensian peace 
and disarmament commission has endorsed hunger strikes protesting the nuclear 
missile base in Comiso, Sicily. 


EPS 


CHURCH DEVELOPMENT WEEK Ecumenical Press 
IN SWEDEN A DECADE OLD Service 83.01.03 


STOCKHOLM (EPS) - Sweden's annual Ecumenical Development Week is now a decade 
old, having begun as a result of a 1972 decision of the Swedish Ecumenical 
Council. In a review of the decade, the news service of the Church Information 
Center, based here, observes that it has "angered, irritated, and pleased many 
various groups." 


CIC also notes two changes over the years. Earlier, 'the week was severely 
criticized in the media, while the churches often did not really pay a great 
deal of attention...The media now worry less about the week, but people in 
thousands of congregations in Sweden are being stirred to a deeper and greater 
interest." 


It says a second change is that "very many people now, for the first time, are 
beginning to notice that the international church is a living force in the 
battle between right and wrong.'' CIC mentions in particular Poland, Chile, 

El Salvador, Nicaragua, DDR, Lebanon, USSR, and China. 


Theme of the latest week, in late 1982, was "trade action for freedom." It 
focused on trade relationships between industrialized and developing countries. 
Over the years, the week's criticism of such things as the high Swedish 
"valfard" (standard of living) has provoked major media debate. But, says 
Stockholm Lutheran Bishop Lars Carlzon, who chairs the week's organizing 
committee, that the week is attacked by some is not so bad. "The worst would 
be if nobody noticed us." 


EPS 


FRG REFORMED PEACE Ecumenical Press 
STATEMENT DEBATED Service 83.01.04 


HANNOVER (EPS) - The Reformed Alliance, an association of Reformed individuals 
and organisations within the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD, a grouping of 
Lutheran, Reformed, and United territorial churches), has declared that not only 
use, but also production of nuclear weapons must be opposed as a consequence 

of the Christian faith. 


The Reformed declaration, "Faith in Jesus Christ and the Church's Responsibility 
for Peace,'' has now prompted partial disagreement from the EKD executive council. 
(in 1981, the EKD issued a memorandum, "The Preservation, Promotion, and Renewal 
of Peace," which suggests that nuclear weapons might sometimes be part of a 
strategy for peace [EPS 82.06.33]). 


The EKD council says it "cannot...share the opinion that the question as to 
how peace should be safeguarded is a matter of acknowledging or denying the 
gospel, e.g. of 'status confessionis'. It is a misuse of our confession of faith... 
to say that it compels us to take certain decisions on open political options." 


It adds that statements like that by the alliance "cause distressing conflicts 
of conscience for Christians who think and act responsibly. Physical survival 
in this world, however important that is, should not be confused with issues 
of faith or raised to the status of our obligation to confess our faith." 


Among other things, the Reformed statement calls the “confession of our faith... 
incompatible with the development, deployment and use of means of mass 
destruction which are capable of exterminating mankind" and "incompatible with 
the approval, or even the mere toleration of a ‘system of security' that is 
maintained at the expense of the starving and wretched of the earth, indeed 

at the price of their death." 


EPS 


ASSEMBLY YEAR BEGINS WITH Ecumenical Press 
LETTER ON CENTRAL AMERICA Service 83.01.05 


Geneva (EPS) - In his first statement for 1983, the WCC general secretary, Philip 
Potter has sent a strong letter of concern about the destruction of-.life in 
Central America. 


Addressed to the recently inaugurated Latin American Council of Churches, the 
letter commends Christians and churches, particularly those in the USA, who 
have called on their government to cease military aid and intervention in the 
region. 


The two-page letter, printed in full [EPS 83.01.35], details the destruction 
of "God's gift of life" in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua, 
arguing that much of the responsibility for the situation rests with the US 
administration. 


The theme of life developed in the letter is to be celebrated at the WCC's 
VI Assembly in Vancouver, later this year. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS - News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.01.06-08 


83.01.06: WCC-clemency 

World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter has telegramed South 
African State President Marais Vijoen urging clemency for six persons sentenced 
to death. Asking a commutation of the sentences of Marcus Motaung, Jerry 
Mosololi, Simon Mogoerane, Bobby Tsotsobe, Johannes Shabangu, and David Moise, 
Potter says the appeal comes "on the basis of our conviction that all human life 
is sacred. We believe that such an act would be a step towards efforts for 
reconciliation." The London office of the African National Congress said the 
first three were convicted in August of high treason as members of the ANC 
(banned in South Africa) and its armed wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe ("Spear of 

the Nation"). They were charged with being among those responsible for the 
deaths of four police officers during an attack on the police station. 


83.01.07: South Africa-detainees 

The South African Detainees’ Parents Support Committee says 30 people connected 
with religious organisations were detained without trial in South Africa 
(including black homelands it has declared independent) during the months 
ending in October last year. They were held an average of 11 weeks, and most 
were released without being charged. Among groups affected are Young Christian 
Workers, Roman Catholic bishops’ conference, South African Council of Churches, 
and Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa. 


83.01.08: Theologtan-third world 

The Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians begins a major colloquium 
in Geneva this week on the theme "Theology in a Divided World". Thirty eight 
theologians from the third world and 38 from Europe and the US will reflect 
together on the contribution they can make as theologians to the struggle for a 
more just society. The eight day meeting opened January 5 with a Keynote address 
by WCC general secretary Philip Potter. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.01.09-13 


83.01.09: El Salvador-massacre 

Five Anglican leaders - Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, Canadian 
Archbishop Ted Scott, US Presiding Bishop John Allin, Anglican Consultative 
Council Secretary General Samuel Van Culin, and retired ACC Secretary General 
John Howe — have asked the El Salvador government to investigate what 

they describe as a "massacre" on an Anglican-supported cooperative farm in La 
Florida. Among the seven cooperative leaders killed by a group of armed men 
was the Anglican priest who ministered to the 200-member congregation on the 
farm. 


83.01.10: US-donattons 

According to figures from the [US] National Council of Churches, fewer members 
are donating more money to 10 large US denominations. With a membership decline 
of 0.58 percent between 1980 and 1981, the denominations posted an increase in 
giving of 12.5 percent. (The 1981 US inflation rate was 8.9 percent.) 


83.01.11: Consultatton-addtetton 

A consultation on "the Christian response to the alcohol and drug problem" 
brought about 80 participants from India, Sri Lanka, US, Australia, and Europe 
to the Ecumenical Christian Centre, Whitefield, Bangalore, India. An announce- 
ment from the consultation urges that "all re-examine our attitudes [about 
drinking] for the sake of those who suffer from addiction."' It says addiction 
to alcohol or other drugs is a symptom of a "deeper malaise experienced by 
multitudes of people," such as "caste oppression...economic exploitation... 
unemployment, housing problems, and other factors which contribute to great 
stress."' The gathering was sponsored by the centre and the International 
Christian Federation for the Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Addiction. 


83.01.12: Abortton-objectton 

The consistory of the French [Lutheran] Church of the Augsburg Confession of 
Alsace and Lorraine has objected to proposals to reimburse costs of abortion 
under the country's government health-insurance arrangements. The consistory 
statement says "abortion is not and dare not become a means of contraception, 
practiced for personal convenience."" It adds that the country's liberalised 
abortion law "has been accepted, even approved, by a portion of Protestantism" 
because it combines respect for conscientious objection, and a woman's choice 
in the matter, while not encouraging abortion. The consistory says the 
funding proposals would tend to make abortion "commonplace". 


83.01.13: UELCI-untty 


Leaders of the nine member denominations of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches in India have pledged greater unity among themselves and urged closed 
ecumenical cooperation. Meeting in Mahabalipuram, the leaders 

approved a change of name for UELCI (substituting "Church" for Churches), and 
agreed to delegate several functions to it, including revision of the statement 
of faith; development of a common Indian Lutheran liturgy, lectionary, and 
hymnal; and creation of a body to arbitrate disputes within the UELCI as an 
alternative to civil courts. Just before that, in a meeting also including 
representatives of UELCI overseas partners, participants urged that the UELCI 
continue to help Indian Lutheranism "move forward in the direction of united 
witness...and...meaningful and mutual ecumenical participation." The meeting 
stopped short of calling for union with either of India's two united denominations 
(Churches of North and South India),in which Lutheran involvement has been 
suggested. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 63.01. 14-22 


83.01.14: Sweden-counsellor 

When Bo Holmberg, the new Swedish government minister for church affairs, said 
he doesn't know much about or have much to do with the church, he created a 
stir [EPS 82.11.92]. However, he has now appointed the editor-in-chief of 
Kyrkans Tidning, weekly newspaper of the numerically dominant [Lutheran] Church 
of Sweden,as his counsellor on church affairs. 


83.01.15: Sweden-"dekanat" 

A fourth "dekanat" has been formed in the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK). Like 
the other three, this regional association objects to the ordination of women, 
powers the government has over the church in some matters, and the inclusion of 
non-baptised persons on SK membership rolls. All the dekanats say they intend 
to remain within the SK. Uppsala Archbishop Olof Sundby, SK primate, says that 
after recent changes in Swedish law, "it is clearly wrong to say that the Church 


of Sweden...has accepted any sovereignty by the state in matters relating to 
confession of faith." 


83.01.16: Sweden-chaplains 
A [Lutheran] Church of Sweden study has concluded that the country's armed forces 


need more chaplains, in part because unexpectedly large numbers of soldiers 
express interest in attending church. 


83.01.17 >. Braztl-Gouriegt 

The National Council of Christian Churches in Brazil (CONIC) has been formed, 
including Roman Catholic, Christian Reformed, [Anglican] Episcopal, Lutheran 
(IECLB), and Methodist jurisdictions. Its central office is to be in Brasilia, 
the country's capital. 


83.01.18: SA-nueclear 


The Washington Office on Africa, an organisation sponsored by several church 

and trade union groups, has launched a campaign to stop all US nuclear assistance 
to South Africa. The office includes among its list of sponsors agencies of 

the American Lutheran Church, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Church 

of the Brethren, [Anglican] Episcopal Church, Lutheran Church in America, 

United Church of Christ, United Methodist Church, and United Presbyterian Church. 


83.01.19: FRG-anntversary 
Last 6 November, the Gustav Adolf Agency of the Evangelical Church in [West] 


Germany (EKD) celebrated its 150th anniversary. It provides assistance to 
Protestant minority groups in Europe and Latin America. 


83.01.20 Basel=-tax reduction 

The synod of the Reformed Church of City (Switzerland) has decided to 
reduce from 9 to 8.5 percent the church tax rate. One argument for the reduction 
is that it would make people less inclined to resign from the denomination. 


83.01.21: Lesotho-condemnatton 

South African Council of Churches General Secretary Desmond Tutu has vigorously 
condemned South Africa's raid into Lesotho. About three dozen people were killed 
when SA forces attacked what it said were places of refuge for members of the 
African National Congress involved in violent anti-government activities. 


83.01.22: Patrtarch-surgery 


Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios, "first among equals" in the Eastern Orthodox 
hierarchy, was successfully operated on for a duodenal ulcer from which he has 
long suffered. The operation took place in Basle, Switzerland. It had previously 
been announced that the Istanbul-baséd patriarch would be in Switzerland for 
medical treatment [EPS 82.12.39]. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.01.23-30 


85.01.28: Reltef-erttictem 

A US newspaper, the Cleveland Plain Dealer, says in a series of copyrighted 
articles that some US Christian relief agencies are distributing tons of out- 
of-date and potentially dangerous food and medical supplies to refugees and 
needy people in developing nations. The series said little about long- 
established Jewish and Christian agencies which still coordinate much of the 
country's relief efforts, but had much to say about newer Evangelical agencies, 
some of which were criticized for aggressive and misleading fundraising. 


83.01.24: Ecumentcal-Lloans 


The directors of the Amersfoort, Netherlands,-based Ecumenical Development 
Co-operative Society have approved three loans - two for a total of US$ 33,500 

for sheep and cattle raising cooperatives in Chile, and one for US$ 175,000 for 

a pig-raising project by small farmers in Columbia. They also admitted two 
organizations to EDCS membership: Canadian Conference of [Roman] Catholic 

Bishops, and Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ghana. The 1983 EDCS directors’ 
meetings were set for 24-27 July in Vancouver, and 1-3 December in the Netherlands. 


83.01.25: Video-erittctsm 

The social affairs commission of the Canadian Conference of [Roman] Catholic 
Bishops has criticized video games which are a "mixture of violence, destruction, 
and space fantasy" or which "emphasize racism and pornography." 


83.01.26: Naudé-ban 

South African authorities have announced that the terms of the new banning order 
applied to Dutch Reformed theologian Beyers Naudé have beenwelaxed slightly, in 
unspecified ways. His wife says it allows him some additional freedom of 
movement within the Johannesburg area, including the possibility to visit 
educational institutions, courts of law, and trade union premises. The ban on 


Naudé's public speaking or being quoted in the media continues [EPS 82.11.50, 
Seni 2ecOue . 


88.01.27: Australta-dtsarmament 

At the request of the Australian Council of Churches, ACC representatives have 
met separately with the US and USSR ambassadors to Australia to discuss their 

countries' policies on disarmament. An ACC announcement says the discussions 


made it clear that ‘'distrust...is a serious factor preventing significant progress 
towards disarmament.” 


83.01.28: Clergy wives-homeless 

A member of the UK parliament says deserted English Anglican clergy wives, 
evicted with their children, are left homeless and without financial aid, and 
few bishops will even see them, let alone help them. Frank Field has collected 


data from two dozen such wives, only one of whom said she was treated reasonably 
well. 


83.01.29: Presbytertan-baptism 


The joint task force on baptism of the two large US Presbyterian denominations 
(UPC, PCUS) expects to complete by April a draft on baptism for the US Presbyterian 
worship directory, emphasizing it as a central event in the life of the believer. 
The new chapter deals with such questions as the relationship between the baptism 
of infants and older people; baptism's connecton with confirmation, church 
membership, the Lord's Supper, its relationship to other aspects of Reformed 
theology; and liturgical norms for administering the sacrament. 


83.01.30: Presbytertan-studtes 

The [US] United Presbyterian Church has announced the beginning of two major 
studies, one on the confessional nature of the church and the other on the nature 
of revelation in the Judeo-Christian tradition. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''Churches and Energy - Scottish Experience" EPS 83.01.31 


The following ts excerpted from an arttcle by Iain Macdonald, secretary for 
the Church of Seotland's Soctety, Reltgton, and Technology Project. It 
appeared in the November tssue of Anttctpatton, occastonal study journal of 
the World Counctl of Churches' church and soctety sub-unit. That tssue as a 
whole focuses on the sub-untt's Energy for My Netghbor Program. 


The Cnurch of Scotland's Society, Religion, and Technology Project has talked 
and taught for years about the need to husband resources justly, as a biblical 
instruction and an ecological necessity. The results were scarcely observable. 
So, in 1978, a scheme was initiated to take advantage of government grants 
available for meeting part of the costs of having an energy survey made of non- 
domestic buildings. 


The idea was that by providing a practical, down to earth, money-saving scheme 
for church buildings (of all denominations), congregations could take advantage 
of the knowledge available and, at almost no cost, reduce their energy bills 

and become “energy conscious". It was assumed that the money-saving aspect would 
make it attractive (after all, it is a Scottish programme), and that some of the 
people and congregations thus "conscientised" would then start applying their 

own self-centred church experience to their neighbours round about - particularly 
the poor and the old. Maybe a progressive few would recognize, learn and teach 
the fundamental Biblical doctrines of resource husbandry and justice. 


There was one small problem. Most church people clearly did not believe that there 
was anything that they, far less an outside consultant engineer, could do about the 
way they ran their church's heating systems, either to improve their efficiency 

or reduce their costs. The programme was promoted with magnificent support from 
local and national media; even some of the church press promoted the concept.... 


The figures from the churches surveyed showed that the average church in Scotland 
could save over 20% of its energy bills - usually by simple improved management, 
and hardly ever with the need for significant capital investment. Church members 
and leaders continue to talk about the need to raise more money, yet it has been 
conservatively estimated that the vast majority of the Church of Scotland 
administrators are, between them, almost literally throwing out of the windows, 
and up the chimneys, about half a million pounds a year. 


Despite all this, it took over three years of hard work and promotion to achieve a 
position where now about 15% of the churches in Scotland have done something about 
their own energy use and where, at long last, a momentum has now apparently 

been built up which on present evidence will continue. The scheme has been 
incorporated into the structure of the church - it is no longer run by a maverick 
group on the fringe of church life - and recently the unique step was taken by 
appointing the first ever full-time energy consultant to the Church of Scotland 
(or any church!) whose remit allows him, as a matter of course, to spend up to 

10Z of his time on other denominations’ heating problems... 


However, the original hope that such a growing awareness would lead churches to 
look at their surrounding parishes to improve the condition of the homes in which 
the 20% of the Scottish people who are observably poor live, has not yet happened. 
Numerous church groups have talked about "helping the poor" or opening their 
buildings to the unemployed to use (provided they were not then used for political 
purposes). Yet there remains the same reluctance to envisage either the needs or 
the possibilities of filling these needs that particularly the poor and the old 
have, in terms of improving the energy efficiency of their homes - and in 
keeping healthy. There is a great deal of work to be done still. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Guidelines for the Church's Ministry with the Aging" EPS 83.01.32 


The following ts excerpted from "The Church and the Aging tn a Changing World," . 
a new publteatton of the World Counetl of Churches' family educatton office. 


Churches have an important function to fulfill in stimulating the active 
presence of older generations in family and social life. This role is a natural 
one for churches, because they do not admit human lives separated from one 
another according to age, and because their vision of human life is not one of 
decline but of development. 


Churches must show to children, adolescents, and to youth the value of the 
contribution of the aging to family life and what they all have to gain from it. 
In return, they will be inspired to give their own contribution to family life. 
It is a necessary lesson for each generation: to want to be one's self, to want 
to be fulfilled by others. 


In establishing positive guidelines for the aging, the churches can contribute 
much by providing the aging with a surplus of hope over anxiety, motivation over 
resignation, in things spiritual and material. In this endeavour the churches 
will find a common ground with many national and international agencies and 
groups wnich are also concerned for a better and just treatment of the aging, 
the improvement of the quality of their lives and of societies in which we live 
together. In this respect a holistic approach should be adopted where all 

the aspects of aging - economic, social, cultural, psychological, moral, and 
spiritual - are borne in mind. 


Churches should understand that help offered an aging person will be insufficient 
and perhaps even counterproductive if, in addition to sustaining the aging in 
his/her disabilities, it fails to make him/her feel useful to others: and if the 
churches fail to make him/her co-responsible and co-author of his/her own well- 
being according to his/her capacities. In other words, the churches are well 
aware that they must hold in due account the totality of needs in their pastoral 
deeds to help the aged. 


Considering the importance of the totality of the concerns of the aging,churches 
should go as far as possible to encourage them to maintain active lives, as 
many aging wish to take active part in the various sectors of community life. 


Churches can open broad areas of their activities to the aging and draw upon 
their experience and wisdom in planning and carrying out their missions and 
responsibilities. 

Churches should work to educate their congregations on the dignity and value of 
aging persons, providing a range of intergenerational activities and experiences 
in which all ages participate actively and meaningfully. 


Education at all levels should be considered a lifelong process and not suitable 
for only certain stages of life. The aging should have opportunities to learn 
and to teach in both formal and informal education. 


Churches should encourage the extended family system and network, however informal, 
which draw upon strengths of the aging as well as support them in times of loss 
and dependency. 


Churches should support those public policies which provide for income. and 
resources adequate for as independent lives as possible for the aging, Retirement 
age should be discretionary, taking into account the desires and possible 
contributions of the aging.... 


Churches should be vigilant in their requiring decent and humane care of the aging 
who must live in institutions providing medical and logistical attention beyond 
the capacities of their families.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Organized, Racial Violence: New Trends" EPS 83.01.33 


The following ts excerpted from the tntroductton to a new tssue of PCR 
Informatton (1982/no.15), wtth the same title. Author of thts ptece ts Anwar 
Barkat, dtrector of the World Counctl of Churehes Program to Combat Ractsm. The 
tssue tneludes features on Europe, Brittatn, FRG, US, Brazil, Guatemala, and 
Srt Lanka. 


Organized, racial violence is a growing phenomenon of major proportions in the 
contemporary world. The public media has continued to focus attention upon inter- 
state violence or defensive violence of national liberation movements, but it has 
often either ignored organized, racial violence or given it marginal importance 
inits coverage of national and international news. This is not entirely innocent 
or an accidental disregard of the glaring fact of racial violence. It is part of 
a general disregard for the plight of the victims of racism and institutional 
violence in a media increasingly controlled and dominated by the forces of the 
status quo which often ignore the root causes of violence in the world. 


The root causes of violence lie in the denial of justice, freedom, development, 
participation, denial of human life in dignity and denial of respect to the vast 
majority of people around the globe. Massacres, tortures, arbitrary imprisonments, 
summary executions, and other forms of institutional violence are used to break 
the resistance of the people as they struggle to recover their human dignity from 
the yoke of racism. 


Racism, racial discrimination, and apartheid have developed laws, administrative 
practices, political and social structures, relationships and attitudes, 
characterized by injustice and contempt for human dignity, which impose a culture 
of violence through exclusion, exploitation, and humiliation of people based on 
race, colour, ethnic and national origin. 


The victims of racially motivated and institutional violence are precisely those 
who seek justice and the transformation of existing institutions of society which 

militate against them. The victims of racism often find that the criminal justice 
systems, intelligence agencies, secret police apparatuses, paramilitary 
organizations and a host of other institutional devices are used against them to 
perpetuate violence. A threatening system of violence is built around them to 
silence their voices of anguish and pain. 


The militarization of the police forces in many developed and developing countries 
has further increased violence against racial minorities (and even majorities) in 
some glaring instances. Racially motivated violence is on the increase not only 
in the citadels of racism and apartheid, like South Africa, but also in Western 
societies in which large numbers of racial minorities are living. The masses of 
poor blacks and indigenous populations of the Americas, Australia, Asia, and other 
parts of the world have been further victimized by unjust economic systems, 
dominated by multinational corporations, through a system of violence that denies 
them basic human needs, like food, clothing, shelter, and employment. 


These forces of covert and overt violence have given new life to neo-fascist and 
neo-Nazi organizations, like the Ku Klux Klan and Nazi parties in some of the 
Western countries. It is these groups that seem to be operating with impunity. 
Their activities in the United States and Western Europe have created a heightened 
climate of racial violence in which racial minorities feel terribly insecure. It 
is not implied that whole societies sanction these violent groups, but the ignoring 
of the activities and tactics of these fascist groups committed to violence 
encourages them to operate openly. They pose a real danger not only to racial 
minorities, but to the whole fabric of pluralistic society.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Church and Communication" EPS. 83.01.34 


For several months last.year, Larry Jorgenson, author of this item, 
was a researcher for the World Council of Churches communtcatton department. 


Church documents on communication and the media generally have two foci, one 
on the information and communication order in general and another on the 
churches’ use of the media. In both areas, developments quickly date these 
declarations. 


The information and communication order is now the subject of widespread. 
concern. Halfway through the 1970s the non-aligned nations began to press for 
indigenized media as another step in the process of decolonization. The UN 
agency Unesco offered a forum for what has become a lively debate on that 
polarizing issue. At universities, meanwhile, quiet but frequent contributions 
to the bibliography on media ethics are being made. 


The discussion on the churches' use of the media has begun to pivot around the 
US "electronic church." Those active in it claim they are simply reaching out, 
using the broadcast media to fulfill the mandate of spreading the good news. 
But critics see the electronic church as contrary to biblical standards it 
purports to preach, as representing a shoddy sales campaign for salvation. 
Since the electronic church seems to grow where market forces determine what 

is broadcast, those in countries moving from state control to deregularization 
fear offshoots from the efforts of various broadcast preachers. 


Understandably enough the churches' focus on the information and communication 
order has been less sharp than their focus on using the media. Some have said 
that the churches" lack of a clear framework for understanding the information 
and communication order leads them to accept marketplace standards when they 
participate in the media. In fact the electronic church has been referred to 
as a poor imitation of other products of the commercialized media. 


But church bodies preparing statements on communication and media have not been 

in the business of pure research. They've usually been impatient with theoretical 
subtleties. So have other international groups. Unesco's International 
Commission for the Study of Communication Problems made no pretense of being 
scientific. All it offered in terms of theory was an indication of a possible 
corrélation between its own preoccupations and research. 


A study begun by the World Council of Churches' communication department in 
1978 has confirmed that church people tend to be more concerned about their 

own communication and use of the media. It's their preoccupation. But what 
they say about it has changed. A shift from an implicit acceptance of one-way 
communication where religious shepherds speak and others listen (early 1960s) 
to a sometimes articulated demand for circular communication where all can 
contribute (early 1980s) has taken place. It is a shift from a vision of face- 
less masses to respect for human persons in the congregation or audience. 


Which is not to suggest that the churches' deeds match the words of those 
contacted during the course of the study. Sermons are still written by ministers 
who forget they are supposed to be heard by someone. Church newspapers with 

a triumphal tone still go to press. The electronic church still colonizes the 
airwaves. 


What it does indicate is that, in the absence of a rigid theoretical analysis, 
the churches are developing a fresh perspective, in some ways a more Christian 
perspective. The perspective from which they critique their own media involve- 
ment is also the perspective from which they can critique the information and 
communication order in general. 

EPS 


ECUTEXT: ‘Letter on Central America" EPSeeo +-0 i.) 


Dear Friends, 


We have been deeply moved by your statement at the Constituent Assembly of the 
Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI), which in the light of scriptural ~ 
revelation regards with pain the present situation in Latin America. You quote 
Jesus Christ, "I have come that you may have life and that you may have it in 
abundance", and testify that through his death Jesus has given us life. And 
yet, when you look at the panorama of the countries in your continent, you are 
faced with the forces of death. 


This is nowhere so dramatically evident as in Central America, which as you say, 
"is today ... the scenario where death is promoted: the yearning for life and 
well-being (peace)evaporates when the arms of war proliferate, and when armies 
prepare a forced march for the destruction of their own people." 


It is with profound realization of this that we send greetings to you in this 
new year. As you know, this year the churches which share life in the ecumenical 
movement will gather in Vancouver for the WCC's Yt Assembly to express their 
mutual solidarity and celebrate together in confidence and hope the theme 

"Jesus Christ -the Life of the World". 


In my Christmas message, I tried to share the conviction behind that theme. 

"In Jesus Christ, we stake our lives on the conviction that life is a gift of 
God, that God's gift of life with Jesus Christ enables us by faith to overcome the 
forces of death, that life in Christ is ours in all its fullness, and that this 
life unites us with all in love. This conviction is a vocation, and this vocation 
is a promise, for he who is our life shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
cannot overcome us." 


In writing to you, we are also writing to churches worldwide to make concrete 
their concern about the life and wellbeing of all people in Central America and 
the witness of the churches there. 


Along with the whole ecumenical community, we see God's gift of life being 
destroyed in El Salvador - the slaughter of defenselesss people from all walks 
of life continues; the repeated calls for dialogue among the parties in conflict 
continue to be rejected by the government; the leaders of those working for 
human rights and justice, including church workers, continue to be eliminated 
through imprisonment, torture and death. 


Guatemala - systematic massacres of thousands of the impoverished indigenous 
population have reached unimaginable proportions; the military has repeatedly 
violated the border into Mexico in hot pursuit of fleeing refugees; the establish- 
ment of "protected villages" reminiscent of patterns used in the Vietnam war have 
impeded direct humanitarian assistance. 


Honduras - refugees who had fled from war-torn areas in Central America have found 
little security in Honduras; refugee reception centres at the El Salvador border 
have been closed as the armies of El Salvador and Honduras have collaborated in 
setting up a free-fire zone; at the Nicaraguan border, refugees have been used by 
the Honduran army and Somoza guardsmen in their efforts to undermine the security 
of Nicaragua, airstrips and army bases have been built at the border areas. In 
Honduras itself the number of disappeared and imprisoned citizens has increased 
dramatically in recent months, 


Nicaragua - a country not yet recovered from the ravages of its civil war is 

being threatened by armed bands operating from Honduras, creating difficulties 
particularly at harvest time in order to destabilize Nicaragua politically and 
economically, jeopardizing its democratic process and hindering economic development. 


see ko 


While recognizing the longer term instability of the area, much of the 
responsibility for the current situation rests with the Administration of the 
United States of America. It claims an improvement in the human rights situation 
of El Salvador in order to continue military and economic assistance. At the 
same time it advises those now ruling to reject dialogue with the opposition. 
It now seeks to provide military assistance also to Guatemala, a country whose 
grossest violations of human rights have been documented by highly respected 
organizations in the USA, including the NCCC-USA, after recent visits and 
enquiry. It has encouraged the Honduran authorities in policies which include 
military collusion with the Salvadorean army against opposition guerillas and 
refugees, as well as the military threat against Nicaragua. There have been 
joint USA/Honduran manoeuvres, near the border on land and sea, and military 
assistance from the USA to Honduras has more than tripled since 1980. The US 
Administration has cut off economic assistance for Nicaragua which had already 
been approved by the Congress and has blocked aid from other sources. It 
continues to allow the training of anti-Nicaragua paramilitary bands in Florida 
and California. 


These facts combine to threaten large scale conflagration for the whole area. 
An all-out war would bring devastation so great that the small countries of 
Central America could not recover for decades. We are afraid that such a war 
would not be limited to the countries named, but would spread north and south 
and into the Caribbean. | 


We wish to commend those Christians and churches who have in different parts of 
the world called on their own constituencies and governments to exercise a 
positive influence on the area. In particular we stand with those in the USA 
who have repeatedly called on their own government to 


a) stop all US military aid to and intervention in El Salvador, Guatemala and 
Honduras 3 


b) stop all US covert operations and other destabilizing activity against the 
government of Nicaragua; 


c) support initiatives for negotiated political solutions among all parties in 
the El Salvador conflict and for the Mexican-Venezuelan peace initiative which 
calls for talks between the USA and Nicaragua and between Nicaragua and 
Honduras; 


d) grant temporary asylum to Central American refugees until they can safely 
return to their homelands. 


We wish to assure you of our prayers and continuing efforts to influence those 
in positions of power to work towards a just and peaceful future for the area in 
the new year. We are urging our constutuency to seek ways and means of under- 
standing the true situation in Central America, and to explore all possibilities 
of direct action such as those listed above. 


May God in his mercy and wisdom bless you during this coming year. May he manifest 
in the lives of us all the power of the resurrection in Jesus Christ, the Life 
of the World. 


Yours in Christ, 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 
World Council of Churches 
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SHOPTALK: 


1) 


2) 


3) 


Journaltsts wtshtng accreditatton to cover the World Counctl of Churches 
assembly next 24 July - 10 August tn Vancouver, Brtttsh Columbta, Canada, 
are reminded that the deadline for appltcattons ts 31 January. All but 
North Amertecan journaltsts can work through the WCC Communteatton Depart- 
ment, Box 66, CH-1211, Geneva 20, Switzerland. US journaltsts can contact 
the US WCC Office, 475 Riverstde Drtve (Room 1062), New York NY 10115. 
Canadtan requests go through the Assembly Medta Coordinating Committee, 

85 St. Clatr Avenue East, Toronto, Ontarto M4T 1M8. 


In the prevtous EPS, the headltne on ttem 83.01.05 should also appear 
on the contents page. The ttem on the Chrtsttan-Muslim committee listed 
on that page as 83.01.05 appears rather tn thts EPS as 83.01.39 


The followtng ts a ltst of acronyms used tn the calendar of events 
found tn thts tssue of EPS: 


AACC - All Africa Conference of Churches. 

CCIA - Commisston of the Churches on Internattonal Affatrs 

CCED - Commtsston on the Churches' Parttctpatton tn Development 
CICARWS - Commisston on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
CWME - Commisston on World Misston and Evangeltsm 

NCCCUSA - Wattonal Council of the Churehes of Christ tn the USA 
OICD - Offtee for Income Coordination and Development 

PCR - Programme to Combat Racism 

PTE - Programme on Theologteal Educatton 

RSS - Resource Shartng System 


MUBARAK, COPTIC POPE Ecumenical Press 
EXCHANGE GREETINGS Service 83.01.36 


CAIRO (EPS) - Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and Coptic Pope Shenouda III 
have exchanged greetings. It is the first time Mubarak has addressed the pope 
since a presidential decree in September 1981 withdrew state recognition of him. 


The exchange comes as efforts are reportedly underway to resolve remaining 
issues related to the pope. In September 1981, about 1;500 Muslim and Christian 
figures considered threats to national unity were detained /1981 EPS no. 25/. 
All Christians in prison as a result have since been released. 


Though confined to a desert monastery near here, Pope Shenouda remains head of 

the five-million member Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] Church. A government-appointed 
committee of five bishops has been handling church administrative matters since 
the decree. . 


The pope's new year greetings to Mubarak [5 January] wished him success in his 
efforts for national unity. In reply, Mubarak sent greetings for the Coptic 
celebration of Christmas [7 January] and expressed confidence that support for 
national solidarity is found in all sections of Egyptian society. 


Late last month WCC representative Ninan Koshy, director of the Churches' 
Commission on International Affairs, visited Egypt [27-31 December] for talks 
with state and church leaders, including the pope. His government contacts 
included various ministers, including Boutros Ghali, minister of state for 
foreign affairs. Koshy's conversations included the Middle East situation in 
general, as well as Egyptian church-state relations. 


The WCC official reports he repeatedly heard of Egyptian concern about the 
"milletisation of the Middle East" - a reported Israeli plan to create a multitude 
of smaller and weaker states in the Middle East based on ethnic and religious 
groupings. Koshy says such attempts to create "confessional states" - a move 

also espoused for different reasons by Islamic fundamentalist forces - are 

viewed with alarm by goverment officials. 


The WCC representative says Pope Shenouda appears in good spirits and appreciates 
the government's efforts to restore normal relations. The Egyptian interior 
minister has had two meetings with the pope and assured the church leader of the 
government's desire to settle the issue, Koshy reports. 


On wider issues, Koshy says the pope expressed concern about migration from the 
Middle East that weakens ancient Christian communities. The pope stressed that 

any indication of concern for his country should be clearly expressed in terms 
of the whole Egyptian people, and refrain from blame or criticism. 


The meeting with Koshy was the pope's second with a visitor from outside Egypt 
since his confinement. The first was with Franz Cardinal Koenig, Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Vienna, last October. Pope Shenouda's church was among the first 
to join the WCC in 1948. He visited WCC headquarters in 1978. 
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FIRST, THIRD WORLD Ecumenical Press 
THEOLOGIANS CONFER Service 83.01.37 


GENEVA (EPS) - After a weeklong meeting here, about 80 theologians, half 
from the Third World, half from the First, have issued a three-point 
affirmation. 


The Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians (EATWOT) organized the 
gathering. In a statement to media at the end of its sessions [13 January] 
the group affirmed that "Christians are called to practice a spirituality 
rooted in an option for oppressed peoples, to recognize their suffering and 
the obstacles to justice and to be full of hope in historical possibilities 
for liberation." 


Other points made by the group are that "the worship of the true God requires 
rejection of the false gods today in our own societies, such:as consumerism, 
militarism, the free market, and the national security state," and that''First 
and Third World theologians had common ground in doing theology in solidarity 
with people struggling for liberation from different forms of oppression." 


Formed at a meeting in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, in 1976, EATWOT met subsequently 
in Accra, Ghana; Colombo, Sri Lanka; Sao Paulo, Brazil; and New Delhi, India, to 
compare and contrast theological development in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 


According to the group's statement, the dialogue on "Doing Theology in a Divided 
World" focused on theology which "begins with involvement in the struggles and 
hopes of oppressed peoples and includes social analysis and theological 
reflection." 


The thelologians add that "in this context, the key is not the theologian's 
academic qualifications but his or her participation in the struggle; the 
theological expression is not only rational discourse but also forms such as 
art, poetry, music, and dance." 


The group speaks of issues "linked in a single world system which promotes racism, 
sexism, class exploitation, imperialism, militarism, and hostility to the 
environment.'' It suggests "more analysis...to understand how this system works" 
in order to "more effectively change it." 


Because "the Bible is being used as an instrument of domination, as in South 
Africa to legitimate apartheid and in many places to justify sexism," the group 
cites a "need to clarify criteria for reading the Bible." 


The theologians also observe that "people in particular struggles are discovering 
the word of God not only in the Bible but also in other scriptures and traditions." 
They say these experiences "raise challenges about the traditional ways of 
understanding the Bible." 


Noting the absence of theologians from the Second World, the group's statement 
Says analysis of the internal functioning of socialist societies "and their roles 
in the capitalist world system is important to understanding the possibilities 
for liberation today." 


The group outlines several aspects of the future EATWOT program, including regional 
work; small, international working caucuses; publication of the semi-annual EATWOT 
newsletter ; publication of documents and books on Third World theologies; and 


dialogue among Third World women theologians, and between First and Third World 
theologians. 


EATWOT president is Angolan Methodist Bishop Emilio de Carvalho. [Related item: 
EPS) 833501,56845 


EPS 


ARGENTINE 'DISAPPEARED' Ecumenical Press 
LISTED BY RIGHTS GROUP Service 83.01.38 


SAO PAULO (EPS) - The Committee for the Defense of Human Rights in the Southern 
Cone (CLAMOR), based here, has published [13 January] a list of 7,291 persons 
who have "disappeared in Argentina." 


In his preface to the list, Paulo Evaristo Cardinal Arns, Roman Catholic arch- 
bishop here, says "military governments that control our continent" have begun 
to "abduct persons from their homes, in the streets and from their jobs; to 
use torture as a repressive policy; to deny to relatives and/or to friends 

any possibility of assistance or defense; to hide the names of prisoners from 
the public; to cook up diabolical schemes to make their prisoners disappear 
after assassination by their executioners; to lie ad nauseam to God and to the 
world regarding the whereabouts of prisoners." 


The CLAMOR list is drawn from the work of eight other human-rights groups, and 
was compiled over 30 months. Compilers estimate the number of the disappeared 
is two or three times greater than the list. Most are presumed dead. Also 
included in the publication is a list of 61 "clandestine detention centers." 


Various tables indicate that nearly half (48.6 percent) of the CLAMOR list are 
manual workers and other employees, a quarter (23 percent) students, a fifth 
(20.3 percent) in the "liberal professions."" Nearly half (46.6 percent) 
disappeared in 1976, and more than a third (36 percent) the following year. 

Men account for 72 percent of the list, and two-thirds (67 percent) disappeared 
when they were between 19 and 30. The figures also include more than 700 age 
12 or younger. 


Besides Argentina, the disappeared on the CLAMOR list come from 26 countries: 
Germany, Austria, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, Spain, France, 
Guatemale, Great Britain, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, Paraguay, Peru, 
Poland, Syria, Sweden, Switzerland, Uruguay, US, and Venezuela. 


EPS 
EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM Ecumenical Press 
COMMITTEE CONSIDERS FUTURE Service 83.01.39 


FRANKFURT (Main), FRG (EPS) - The Consultative Committee on Islam in Europe 
of the Conference of European Churches has outlined several areas of concern 


in its continuing work. Among topics which emerged at a recent CCIE meeting, 
here, are: 


- How does the new Muslim presence in Western Kurope affect the self-under- 
standing of the church? 


- What is the meaning of Islam for God's purposes in the world? 


- What are the rights and responsibilities of Muslim communities within 
European societies? 


- What can be learned from the way in which Muslim communities in Eastern and 
Southeastern Europe have lived alongside Christians for centuries? 


- Is there a common witness for Christians and Muslims to people living in 
secular societies? 


CCIE Secretary Jan Slomp noted other questions related to human rights and the 
conditions of minorities, whether Christians in mostly Muslim societies, or 
vice versa. He also referred to the attitude of Christians and the church in 
Western Europe given increasing opposition to immigration. 
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RELEASED KOREAN ACTIVIST: Ecumenical Press 
THANKS FOR CHURCH SUPPORT Service 83.01.40 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Korean political activist Kim Dae Jung, released from prison 
last month and sent to the US for medical treatment, has urged Americans to- 
support establishment of a "stable, democratic government" in Korea. 


Kim was here this month [10 January] to speak to leaders of the [US] National 
Council of Churches. While at NCC headquarters, he thanked North American 
Christians for their "spiritual and material support for the persecuted 
democratic compatriots of Korea." 


"When I was in jail and under death sentence," he said, "the churches [in Korea 
and around the world] collaborated to save my life, preserve my health, and work 
for my release. I express my heartfelt thanks to you." 


Kim, a Roman Catholic, narrowly lost his bid for the presidency in 1971 and 

was in prison or under house arrest almost constantly since 1973. He said he 
believes the South Korean government is "hoping to reap some benefits from my 
release.'' Alleviating world criticism of its human rights situation, facilitating 
economic cooperation with the US and Japan, and creating a humanitarian image of 
the government were among possible benefits he cited. 


He acknowledged that the government might be trying to reduce or eliminate his 
political influence by sending him to the US for medical treatment. He said 
it will not be possible "to sever my relationship with my people" and that he 
plans to return to Korea after receiving medical care. 


Also addressing the meeting was Lee Hee Ho, Kim's wife and a human rights 
activist. The ecumenical women's organization, Church Women United, presented 
her with its "valiant woman award." Lee, a Methodist, said, "On behalf of all 
the families of prisoners of conscience in Korea and my own family, I embrace 
you. As you have worked on behalf of my family, I ask you to work for those 
still suffering in Korea. I know that you will not rest until all of them are 
free." 


At the time of Kim's pre-Christmas release, World Council of Churches Acting 
General Secretary Konrad Raiser sent a message to the National Council of 
Churches in Korea voicing "appreciation of action of government in releasing" 
Kim. Raiser added the "hope that expected ammesty during Christmas will include 
all other defendants in Kwang-ju case." 


Raiser also said. the WCC is “concerned about all political prisoners in Korea" 
and he offered assurances of our "continued support and prayers. May this 
season of Christmas be one of new actions towards genuine reconciliation," he 
concluded. 


Harriet Ztegler (NCC news services dtrector) 


EPS 


THEOLOGIANS CONSIDER Ecumenical Press 
WORLD ASSEMBLY THEME Service 83.01.41 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Methodist theologian John Cobb has warned against dangers of 
misinterpretation of the theme of this year's assembly of the World Council 
of Churches (24 July - 10 August, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada). 


In an address here, Cobb commended the focus on life in "Jesus Christ - The 
Life of the World," contrasting it with mechanistic and materialistic 
approaches to the world. "Life," he said, "breaks all these boundaries." But 
he warned against misinterpretation if Jesus Christ is understood only as a 
historical figure. 


This misunderstanding can be overcome, he suggested, by recognizing that 
Christ is not a proper name but a title comparable to "Logos" in John's gospel. 
"If we take Christ as a proper name, we'll be in a great deal of trouble in 
Vancouver," he said. 


Since life existed before the birth of Jesus, nobody could take literally the 
assertion that all life originates in him as a historical figure, he said. 

And since the Vancouver theme cannot be taken literally in that sense,he added, 
its use provides a welcome opportunity for clarifying what Christians do mean 
by its He called for an interpretation that allows sharing with non-Christians 
rather than implying that Christianity enjoys a monopoly on salvation. 


Cobb spoke at a consultation on the WCC held last month in connection with the 
annual joint meeting of the American Academy of Religion and the Society of 
Biblical Literature, whose members are mostly professors at US and Canadian 
institutions. The consultation drew about 100 participants, competing for 
attention with other programs running simultaneously. 


Krister Stendahl, a Swedish Lutheran who teaches at Harvard Divinity 
School, endorsed Cobb's appeal, advocating a "high" Christology to overcome 
"Jesusology."' George Williams, a Harvard professor affiliated with the United 


- Church of Christ and the Unitarian-Universalist Association, concurred, saying 
a "higher" Christology meant a "more inclusive concern" for life in all forms. 


However,some participants expressed reservation. Wilfred Cantwell Smith, also 

of Harvard, said he prefers a focus on the human person rather than on life in 
general. Franklin Littell, who teaches at Temple University in Philadelphia and 
specializes in Christian-Jewish relations, objected to any de-emphasis on the 
historical. He suggested that a "flight from history" led the churches to give 
the Holocaust inadequate attention. Orlando Costas of Eastern Baptist Seminary 

in Philadelphia objected that marginal people who know Christ only through Jesus 
would be excluded from discussions couched in terms of a sophisticated Christology. 


The consultation program also included a presentation on the WCC Faith and Order 
document, "Baptism, Eucharist, Ministry," by British Methodist Geoffrey Wainwright 
of Union Theological Seminary, New York City, and US Eastern Orthodox Thomas 

Hopko of St. Vladimir's Seminary, Tuckahoe, N.Y. 


American Baptist theologian Harvey Cox of Harvard spoke on "Theology and Ideology." 
He noted especially a charge by German theologian Helmut Thielicke that the WCC 

is guided by left-wing ideologies, a charge made in an introduction to the German 
edition of Ernest Lefever's critique, Amsterdam to Nairobi. 


In one sense of the term, some ideology always serves to embody the ultimate 
concerns of faith, Cox said, and discussion should shift from whether ideology is 
found in the WCC to which ideology it employs. 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent) 
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LIBERATION THEOLOGY AND Ecumenical Press 
BIBLE'S AUTHORITY LINKED Service 83.01.42 


NEW YORK (EPS) - North American scholars seeking to develop the themes of 
liberation theology are finding themselves forced to place special emphasis on 
reexamining the nature of biblical authority. 


Acknowledging that dominant groups can plausibly use many texts in the Bible to 
justify oppression, they conclude that oppressed groups must learn to interpret 
Scripture in new ways. 


Liberation theology is most commonly associated with Latin America and such 
theologians.as Gustavo Gutierrez, a Roman Catholic priest in Peru. But a number 
of North Americans have also been working to apply its principles. Some of 

them have been coordinating their efforts through a group set up under the 
auspices of the American Academy of Religion, an association composed primarily 
of religion professors in the United States and Canada. 


At the annual AAR meeting last month in New York they held a symposium on 
principles of biblical interpretation (hermeneutics ) from a feminist 
perspective, and another, more general symposium on the same subject from the 
standpoint of blacks, poor and other oppressed groups, as well as feminists. 


Sharon Ringe, a New Testament professor at the Methodist Theological School in 
Ohio, said many women might prefer simply to ignore some biblical texts, but 
that the responsibility of preparing seminarians for pastoral work makes that 
impossible. . She said texts seemingly oppressive to women should be handled by 
a fuller look at their context and then by a reexamination of contemporary 
contexts in which Scripture is applied. 


Lee Cormie, teaching at a Roman Catholic college, reported on the Theology in 
the Americas Project, which includes church executives and others interested in 
liberation theology from various perspectives. He said that interpreting the 
Bible in relation to imperialism, sexism, racism and class oppression means 

not merely adding an element to past approaches but changing the approach 
fundamentally. 


Thomas Hoyt, a professor at Hartford (Connecticut) Seminary, said that although 
black churches have accepted the same Bible as white churches, they have heard 
and interpreted it in different ways. | 


Theodore Runyon, a professor at Emory University in Atlanta, reported on work 

in liberation theology by the Oxford Institute, a periodic gathering of Methodist 
theologians at Oxford University in England. He said they sought to reinterpret 
Methodist founder John Wesley and show his relevance for liberation theology. 
Finding such resources in figures already accepted by rank and file church 
members, he suggested, would be a helpful way for all denominations to present 
liberation theology in a less threatening form. 


Frederick Herzog of Duke University in Durham, North Carolina, presided at the 
second symposium and sketched the group's history. He said it originated with 
a 1974 consultation, and was organized in 1977 under the AAR. Such groups are 
normally authorized for only five years, but this one got a two-year extension 
and has another year to go. What will happen then is not yet determined, but 

about 50 people attending the symposium seemed agreed on a need for more work. 


Some of them also indicated a sense of working in tension with many of their 
fellow professors, "The prevailing model of exegesis is done for the university, 
not for the church," one complained. 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent) 
EPS 


NORWAY BISHOPS, DIOCESAN Ecumenical Press 
COUNCILS’ ASSEMBLY MEET Service 83.01.43 


OSLE (EPS) - At their meeting here toward the end of last year, the 10 diocesan 
bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway, spoke, among other things, on 
prenatal diagnosis; family violence; the international, theological convergence 
text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM); and the church in the GDR (East 
Germany). 


In part of their statement on the protection of human worth, the bishops deal 
specifically with a recent government proposal to offer all pregnant women above 
the age of 38 amniocentesis, a procedure which allows medical judgements to be 
made about the physical condition of the child to be born. The bishops are 
generally critical, without altogether dismissing the use of the procedure. 


On record as opposed to Norway's laws permitting abortion, the bishops do 

allow that on occasion a "qualified emergency situation" such as the prospective 
birth of a second handicapped child into a family already under great stress 
because of a handicapped child within it, may make abortion a lesser evil. 


Some critics of the bishops' new statement object that it is another step 
towards easier abortion. Others object that the bishops have spoken too late, 
after physicians have been struggling with such issues for a decade. 


In another statement, the bishops say the Bible does not support "an ideology 

of subordination which justifies the use of male violence or insulting attitudes 
towards women in family and society." As for the BEM text, the bishops ask 
input from congregations, theological faculties, and the Church of Norway 
theology commission before the bishops formally respond to it in 1984. 


In connection with the 500th anniversary of the birth of German church reformer 
Martin Luther, the bishops urge congregations to show solidarity with GDR 
Lutherans by collecting money for construction of a conference centre in Luther's 
monastery in Erfurt. 


Also toward the end of last year, the CN Assembly of Diocesan Councils met for 
the last time. A mainly advisory group, it is to be succeeded this year by a 
new Church of Norway synod, with more influence. 


Among other actions, the assembly urged that all church appointments, except 
bishops and deans, be transferred from the government to diocesan councils. 


It also adopted a report on baptism. It says religious education for baptised 
children must be strengthened, and that the only acceptable grounds for a pastor 
to refuse baptism are if parents indicate they will refuse to let the child 
attend such instruction. The report thus would not require that parents commit 
themselves to a child's post-baptismal religious education, nor that the 

parents be married. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPSHS30014 44>51 


83.01.44: Belgtum-nuclear 

In a letter last month to congregations, the council of the United Protestant 
Church of Belgium says the use of nuclear weapons "cannot be justified." The 
letter reflects discussions at the UPCB synod last November. It urged inter- 
national action to reduce armaments, and called on UPCB members to give 
"unceasing attention to questions of war and peace," notably in prayer. 


83.01.45: Reformed-opposttton 

The News Exchange of the Grand Rapids, Michigan, US-based Reformed Ecumenical 
Synod says there is "mounting opposition" to proposals to unite the two 
major Dutch Reformed denominations (NHK and GKN) by 1986. Opposition is 
reported primarily from those in the NHK who consider the GKN insufficiently 
loyal to Reformed standards of faith. 


83.01.46: ‘liarrtage-fatlure 
A study by the Jean-Bart Center in Paris says nine of 10 marriages in France 


between Christians and Muslims fail. An estimated two million of the country's 
55 million people are Muslim. 


83.01.47: USSR-vitsttors 


The first ecumenical Christian delegation from the Soviet Union to visit Great 
Britain and Ireland since 1955 was scheduled under the auspices of the British 
Council of Churches this month [10-21 January]. Visitors include Eastern 
Orthodox (Russian and Georgian), Oriental Orthodox (Armenian), Baptist, Roman 
Catholic (Lithuanian) and Lutheran (Estonian and Latvian) representatives. 


83.01.48: Vattcan-East Europe 


A feature article in from the London-based Reuter news agency describes Vatican 
relations with Eastern Europe as "going through a period of turbulence." It 
quotes a "senior Vatican official" as describing recent attacks by the Soviet 
media on the pope as "unprecedented." Pope John Paul recently named the first 
resident cardinal in the Soviet Union. He plans to visit his native Poland 
next June. Some investigators have lately linked Bulgaria, and by implication 
the Soviet Union, to the May 1981 attempt to kill the pope. 


83.01.49: Angltcan-women 
The Church of the Province of Kenya has become the fifth Anglican national 


jurisdiction with female priests. Maseno South Diocesan Bishop Henry Okullu 
ordained Lucia Okuthe this month [2 January]. He ordained her deacon in 1980,also 
under terms of a 1978 resolution of the standing committee of the provincial 
synod, although Africa Church Information Service reports that last November's 
synod meeting "passed another resolution reversing the 1978 decision, saying 

it had been unprocedural."" Women are ordained priests also in Anglican dioceses 
in Hong Kong, Canada, New Yealand, and US. 


83.01.50: Zambta-dismissal ; : 
UK missionary Ronal Carver has been dismissed from his post as secretary of the 


Zambia Anglican Council. The action came after the Times of Zambia newspaper 
published extracts of a letter Carver sent to friends in the UK which referred 
to "some real rogues" among Zambian Anglican clergy. Carver said the newspaper 
printed material out of context. Lusaka Anglican Bishop Stephen Mumba said 

the decision to dismiss Carter is "best for all concerned." 

83.01.51: South Afrtca-rejectton 


The assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa has 
declared its rejection of a South African "president's council" looking into 
possible constitutional changes for the country, currently governed by its 
white minority. The council includes representatives of population groups 
classified by South Africa as Indian and Coloured (mixed race), but none from 
the black African majority. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.01.52-57 


83.01.52: Norway-'tnner exodus' 
Church of Norway News reports that i orie are underway for a aha "crisis 


association, 2 synod or an inner exodus" by some in the country's numerically 
dominant Lutheran church. Similar groups within the church have been formed 

in the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden by those unhappy with church-state relations 
and the ordination of women there [EPS 82.07. 14]. The Norwegian plans, CNN 
reports, are inspired in large measure by the situation of Bérre Knudsen, a 
pastor who has refused to carry out his duties as a civil servant to protest 
the country's laws permitting abortion [EPS 82.12.33]. The Norwegian groupings 
are said to have links to both "the low church Association for Bible and 
Confession...and the high church Church Renewal" groups 


83.01.58: 'Hallowitng of life! 

A'tolloquy on the hallowing of life" held at Notre Dame University (Indiana, 
US) toward the end of last year has published an 18-thesis manifesto. 
Organisers describe the 60-theologian gathering as an "experiment in dialogue" 
in which "Roman Catholics joined Protestants, evangelicals, liberals, and 
charismatics."' Sponsor of the colloquy is the Foundation for Theological 
Education, founded in 1977 by the Ed Robb Evangelistic Association. 


83.01.54: lantbtascantversary: 
The Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokovango Church in Namibia celebrated a 100th 


anniversary with nearly 12 hours of worship, singing, and Bible study attended 
by 1,200 church members and several overseas Lutheran and ecumenical visitors. 
The celebration took place at the spot near Oniipa where six Ovambos were 
baptized 6 Janaury 1883. In his sermon, ELOC Bishop Kleopas Dumeni observed that 
"Some who should be here are not present. Some are in prison. Some are out of 
the country, some are wounded and some are in the country but do not feel free 

to come to gatherings like this....When will this situation end?" - a reference 
to the continued refusal of South Africa to grant Namibia independence. ) 


83.01.55: Lutheran-news service 

IDL, a new regional information service for 23 Lutheran denominations in Europe 
outside West Germany and the Nordic countries has distributed its first set of 
stories. The German-language IDL is based in Budapest and edited by Gottfried 
Mierau (FRG). It receives support from the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation. 


83.01.56: Poland-Switzerland 

Representatives of Polish and Swiss denominations and church aid agencies met 
for three days last month in Zurich. An announcement from the group says sig 
"discussed the aims and practices of the churches in the ongoing relief 
operations for the people of Poland. The importance of mutual respect for 
peoples and institutions in bringing aid was stressed." 


88.01.57: Angltcan-Evangelical 

The new Anglican Evangelical Assembly, a grouping within the Church of England, 
has voted 82-2 to welcome of the report of the Anglican/Roman Catholic 
International Commission released last year. Meeting in London this month 
[6-8 January], the assembly called the ARCIC report a "useful contribution to 
the quest for closer relationship" between the two traditions. It urged the 
recently reconstituted ARCIC to "give particular attention to the implications 
of the doctrine of imatt Beakc ation by faith and to the practical significance of 
the concept of primacy" in the report. In a test of attitudes toward women's 
ordination, the assembly voted 80-0 in favor of female deacons, 48-29 in favor 
of female priests, and 41-27 against female bishops. Abstentions were 
respectively in each vote 8, 11, and 20. 
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ECUVIEW: "Insights from Third World Theology" EPS 83.01.58 


The following ts excerpted from an address by World Council of Churches 
General Secretary Philtp Potter to a consultatton [5-13 January] in Geneva 
sponsored by the Ecumentcal Assoctatton of Thtrd World Theologtans. Both 
the presentation (avatlable in full to journaltsts on request) and the 
econsultatton have as thetr theme, "Dotng Theology tn a Divided World." 


..."Our fellow Christians and theologians in the First World and Second 

World too (because especially Russia took part in the imperialist grab of Asia 
and the Middle East, and the Socialist States are themselves involved in various 
ways in the economic and political conflicts in the Third World), yes, our 
fellow Christians in these two worlds must understand that we have no other 
option than to be engaged and to do theology in this context of the idolatrous 
denial of God's purpose for humanity and creation. 


They must also appreciate that we will have to do so even more intensively now 
and in these dangerous years which lie ahead of us. That is the first and most 
persistent point which Third World theologians have been making, and they are 
not going to be detracted by accusations of being political, Marxist, Communist 
and other hysterical epithets coming precisely from the First World and echoed 
by our power élites in the Third World. 


This leads me to the second insight we have learned about doing theology in 

the Third World. Doing theology means becoming the messengers of the Gospel of 
good news to the poor and liberation for the oppressed. Doing theology means 
being missionary, evangelistic, and in the spirit and style of the Hebrew 
prophets and especially of Jesus. Our stance has to be one of confrontation and. 
resistance to the forces of evil. 


But this confrontation and resistance starts with ourselves. We have to be 
constantly challenged and purged from all our complicity in attitude, thinking 
and action with sex, race and class oppression and from our ignorance or 
denigration of our own religious and cultural history. 


But this confrontation and resistance means putting ourselves on the line, 
committing our whole persons in word and act to the battle of God against the 
forces of evil in our midst and in the world. This demands great discipline 
(the way of life of the disciple) and a spirituality which enables us to place 
ourselves at the disposal of the Holy Spirit who corrects, illumines and 
empowers us in the secret places of our being and together with the people 

of God, and, indeed, through those who belong to other faiths.... 


If theology is the love of God-and-man in action, then all who are branches of 
the vine, all who accept God in Christ in love are engaged in doing theology. 
This is the third insight which has emerged from the writings of Third World 
theologians. They do not do theology for the people but with them. 


The poor themselves in the base Christian communities are doing theology in 

their stories as they relate the biblical story to their own cultural stories, 
legends, myths, songs, theatre which have arisen from lived history of struggling 
for justice. These base communities are creating new songs, new liturgies, new 
prayers and are forming new groups of solidarity for their rights as human beings 
with and for others. This is particularly so in Asia and Latin America.... 


The fourth insight which the Third World theologians are bringing to our attention 
is therefore the need for a new ecclesiology of the whole people of God which 

de facto means, in the Third World, in great majority "the wretched of the 
Garthnin. 
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ECUDATES: 


"Some World Council of Churches Events - February-July 1983" EPS 83.01.59 


The following listing, prepared by the WCC general secretartat, tneludes major 
WCC meetings before the WCC assembly, 24 July - 10 August, Vancouver, British 


Columbta, Canada. 


The assembly ts preceded by a meeting of the outgotng WCC 


executive committee (21-23 July) and followed by a gathertng of the new central 


committee (11-12 August), both tn Vancouver. 
acronyms ts found in 'SHOPTALK' at the begtnntng of thts tssue. 


FEBRUARY 


Sa Se 


A234 


AACC/CICARWS Refugee Projects Committee 
meeting 


Preparatory meeting for Assembly delegates 


from Europe 


OICD/CICARWS Consultation on Government 
Funding 


Ecumenical team visit to Canada 

CCIA Executive Group 

CCPD Sierra Leone Core Consortium meeting 
WCC Assembly Preparations Committee 


WCC Executive Committee 


CCPD - Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Core 
Consortium meeting 


Europe Regional Group (RSS) 
CWME Officers‘ Meeting 


Consultation on Non-violence, Violence 
and Social Change 


Bossey - North American Churches and 
Societies 


Pacific Advisory Group (RSS) 


Preparatory meeting for Assembly delegates 


from the Pacific 


Latin American Committee for the 
Ecumenical Sharing of Resources (RSS) 


Asia Regional Group (RSS) 


CCPD - Indonesia Core Consortium meeting 


A key to WCC. sub-untt and other 


Nairobi, Kenya 
Vienna, Austria 


Toronto, Canada 


Geneva 
Freetown 
Geneva 


Geneva 


Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia 


Spain 
Geneva 
Corrymeela Centre 
Northern Ireland 
Bossey 


Suva, Fiji 


Suva, Fiji 


Salvador/Bahia, 
Brazil . 


Tokyo, Japan 


Bonn, FRG 
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JUNE 


14-24 


late June 
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JULY 
8-14 


iL] *ee 


20322 
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CCPD - Latin America Network meeting 
Ecumenical team visit to USA 
Middle East Regional Group (RSS) 


Preparatory meeting for Assembly delegates 
from Latin America 


Africa Church Aid Committee (RSS) 


WCC/Reformed Ecumenical Synod meeting on 
Human Rights 


Bossey Board meeting 
Bossey - Seminar on Orthodox Theology 


Preparatory meeting for Assembly delegates 
from Africa 


WCC Assembly Worship Committee 

Bossey - Seminar on Roman Catholicism 
Church & Society (in cooperation with Free 
University of Amsterdam) - International 
Workshop on Religion and Ethics in Science 
Education 


WCC/NCCCUSA dialogue 


Bossey - The Christian Churches - ee 
for Peace 


PCR Executive Group 


Bossey ~ Reformed Identity and Ecumenical 
Endeavour in Church and Society 


CICARWS = Koinonia-Diakonia Encounter 


Pre-Assembly Youth Meeting 


PTE Executive Committee 


Pre-Assembly Women's Meeting 
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Panama 


Cairo, Egypt 


Panama 


Yaoundé, Cameroor 


Bossey 


Bossey 


Nairobi, Kenya 


Geneva 


Bossey 


Amsterdam, 
Netherlands 


Londcn, UK 
Bossey 
New York, USA 


Bossey 


Coventry, UK 


Vancouver, Canada 


Vancouver, Canada 


Vancouver, Canada 
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CICARWS _SITREPS: 


Journalists interested tn coptes of these sttuattion reports on 
vartous parts of the world from the World Council of Churches 
Commtsston on Inter—Church Atd, Refugee and World Service may 
request them from the Secretary for Emergency and Rehabtlitattion 
Programmes, CICARWS/WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


1) Monthly revtew of emergency cases (14 December) 

2) Rwanda/Uganda (No. 2, 3 December) 

3) Madagascar floods (No. 2, 15 December) 

4) Angola - humanttarian atd (No. 4, 5 January) 

5) Ethtopta - drought and displaced persons (No. 10, 12 January ) 
6) Lebanon (No. 20, 5 January) 

7) Lebanon (No. 21, 12 January) 

8) South of France - violent winds and tnundattons (10 January ) 


9) Vietnam - typhoon "Nancy" (No. 1, 7 January) 
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PULPIT EXCHANGE SUSPENDED Ecumenical Press 
OVER EUCHARISTIC SHARING Service 82.01.60 


GRENOBLE, France (EPS) - The area ministerial council here of the Reformed Church 
of France (ERF) has decided to suspend pulpit exchanges with Roman Catholic 
congregations during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


Begun in 1976, the exchange did not take place this year because the Roman 
Catholic diocesan leadership declined an ERF request that there be official 
generalized permission for the visiting ERF preachers to receive the eucharist. 


A statement from the council said that over the years such hospitality has been 
extended unofficially by some Roman Catholic priests - including to about half 
the visiting preachers last year. Reportedly, a few visiting Roman Catholic 
preachers accepted invitations to receive the eucharist under Reformed auspices. 


The council said visiting Reformed preachers "suffer greatly, at the time of the 
eucharist, in being the only one in the whole assembly cut off from participation 
in this sacrament, which,for us, is intimately linked to the preaching of the 
Word of God." 


EPS 
SA COLOURED LABOUR Ecumenical Press 
DECISION CONDEMNED Service 83.01.61 


NAIROBI (EPS) - The acting general secretary of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches has reiterated AACC opposition to proposals by South African Prime 
Minister P.W. Botha to establish a parliament with separate chambers for 
representatives of whites, Indians. and coloureds (those classified as mixed 
race). 


James S.A.K. Oporia-Ekwaro called the Botha plan "a dubious racist strategy for 
divide and rule" which "must be rejected in toto." The AACC statement came in 
connection with its expression of "profound regret" at news that the South 
African Labour Party, the country's largest coloured political organization, 
endorsed the plan at its party conference this month. That endorsement led to 
the resignation of the party's deputy leader and two other officials. 


"To accept or even to give the Botha sceme a so-called chance is to collaborate 
in an evil scheme for the balkanization of South Africa and the exclusion of 
the black majority," Oporia-Ekwaro said. Though extending the franchise to 
Indians and coloureds, the Botha plan would not give voting rights to the 
country's 70 percent black majority. 


The AACC statement "condemns in the strongest terms possible the opportunist 
decision" of the party. It adds that “the real path to genuine democracy and 
freedom in South Africa remains to be only through the all-sided struggle for 
liberation...led by the ANC and PAC and their allies," two organizations out- 
lawed by the South African government. 


The AACC singles out party leader Allan Hendrickse, an ordained minister. It 
Says he knows it is a "preposterous and unacceptable lie" to say that "he and 
the Labour Party speak for the black majority of South Africa." As for the 
suggestion that his party can work on behalf of certain principles, the AACC 
Statement says that "to speak of principles in a situation of deeply embedded 
lack of elementary morality and ethics is to mix oil and water....The decision 
of the Labour Party clearly violates all basic principles of justice, freedom 
and equality in South Africa today." 
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CHURCH-STATE TALKS Ecumenical Press 
HELD IN MOZAMBIQUE Service 83.01.62 


MAPUTO, Mozambique (EPS) - Government and religious leaders in this Southern 
African country have met to discuss ways to overcome difficulties and 
differences. 


In an address to the four-day gathering last month, Mozambique President 
Samora Machel urged work together for national unity. "Before anything else," 
he reportedly said during his hour-long speech, "we are Mozambicans - before 
being Muslims, Catholics, Protestants, or Hindus." He was critical of some 
in the Roman Catholic hierarchy for "trying to recover...old privileges" 
abolished when Portuguese colonial rule ended in 1975. For the first time 
since then, Christmas last month was a public holiday in the country. 


Following the meeting, the Mozambique media reported among the religious groups' 
concerns are. Christian access to new communal villages, restrictions on public 
Muslim calls to worship, and better crematorium facilities in connection with 
Hindu funeral arrangements. A statement from religious representatives called 
the opening of a dialogue encouraging and added that "as a result...the 
government can count on the religious sector in the arduous task of national 
reconstruction." In the years since independence, they observed, an atmosphere 
which "tended to alienate believers from active participation in nation- 
building" was present. 


The Christian Council of Mozambique said, "We recognize that Marxist-Leninist 
ideology and religion differ on certain basic points. But," it continued, "we 
feel that the aspirations of both towards the well-being of man are sufficiently 
strong for reconciliation and convergence of action aimed at national unity." 


In his speech Machel reportedly urged churches to "behave as Mozambican churches, 
not as something foreign," to stick to religious activities and not to be used 

as "a platform for other activities...which do not lead to the consolidation 

and development of the Mozambican nation." He reportedly stressed the 
constitutional right of Mozambicans "to practise or not practisea religion" and 
said new places for worship could be opened whenever "the number of believers 

is such as to justify it." 
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CHURCH OF SWEDEN Ecumenical Press 
STUDIES BISHOPS Service 83.01.63 


STOCKHOLM (EPS) - As plans move along for a restructuring of the [Lutheran] 
Church of Sweden (SK), the denomination has begun a study of the role of its 
bishops. 


Several new bishops are due to assume office in the months ahead and there is a 
growing perception that the bishops' workload is much heavier than was previously 
throught, the Church Information Center, based here, reports. The study is also 
to involve ecumenical and international aspects. Its results are to appear as 

a publication called "Bishop in the Church of Sweden," similar to the recently 
released "Pastor in the Church of Sweden." 


In what the CIC calls "yet another step forward,'’ government and SK representatives 
have reached preliminary agreement about structure for the new SK general assembly, 
part of various changes which reflect a loosening of church-state ties in the 
country. Another indication of that is the announcement that beginning next year, 
the government will no longer have to approve the annual cycle of SK preaching 
texts. 


EPS 


WORLD ANGLICAN/REFORMED Ecumenical Press 
CONSULTATION CONTINUES ee BY 0164 


WOKING, Surrey, England, UK (EPS) - The fourth session of the international 
Anglican-Reformed Theological Consultation brought together 19 theologians from 
nine countries for a week [10-16 January] here this month. 


' In the main, work continued on a report of the group expected to be completed 

at the next session, in January 1984, and submitted to the two sponsoring bodies, 
the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the London-based 

Anglican Consultative Council. 


WARC Theology Secretary Richmond Smith said the theologians are looking, among 
ether things,at an issue which has separated the two traditions-— the nature and 
role of bishops - in light of common affirmations about baptism. He also observed 
that there is a “logical absurdity" in "churches not moving into close rapproche- 
ment, union" given that they have the "same fundamental understanding of the 
initiation [by baptism] into the one church of Christ." 


Anglican and Reformed denominations have been involved in union conversations for 
decades in various parts of the world - US,Canada, Ghana, South Africa, UK, New 
Zealand, Australia, among others - but with the exception of India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, Anglicans have not been part of United bodies which have emerged. 


Major paper at the session here was a presentation by Lesslie Newbigen, formerly 

a diocesan bishop in the [United] Church of South India, on last year's international 
theological text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM). Smith said consultation 
theologians have found the BEM text a "helpful convergence of thinking." 


Co-chairing the consultation are John Tinsley, Church of England bishop in Bristol, 
and Roy Wilson, United Church of Canada minister in Kingston, Ontario. 


The consultation operates with a five-point mandate, including to assess church 
union consultations which include Anglican and Reformed participation, to analyse 
"specific Anglican and Reformed theological questions which require further 
examination," and to evaluate issues related to method (for example, bilateral 

as distinguished from multilateral theological conversations). 


EPS 
WCC MEMBERS Ecumenical Press 
NUMBER 301 Service 83.01.65 


GENEVA (EPS) - There are currently 301 member churches of the World Council of 
Churches. That figure comes from material prepared in advance of the upcoming 
WCC assembly in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 


The total includes 61 African denominations, 58 from Asia, 19 from Australasia/ 
Pacific, 10 from the Caribbean, 30 from Eastern Europe, 56 from Western Europe, 
19 from Latin America, 13 from the Middle East, and 35 headquartered in North 
America. It also includes 30 bodies whose membership is too small to qualify 
as full members by current criteria. 


‘In part because of different judgments about which church entities to count 
separately and which to group as a single member, reports of WCC membership 
figures have varied slightly. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.01.66-72 


83.01.66: Btshops-nuclear 

Several US and European Roman Catholic bishops met for two days this month at 
the Vatican to discuss church teaching about nuclear weapons. Bishops in the 
various countries have in recent months offered a range of views on the subject. 
A draft of a projected pastoral letter on the issue by the US bishops later 

this year has been criticized by representatives of the Reagan administration. 


83.01.67: NZ-gambling 


The national council of the Lutheran Church of New Zealand has adopted a 

statement on gambling. Recognizing certain gray areas, the document says 
gambling basically appeals to selfish instincts and often leads to family 
hardship. It opposes introduction of casino-type gambling in the country. 


83.01.68: GDR-milttary © , ) 
The 10 Roman Catholic bishops of the GDR (East Germany) have voiced concern 


about military education in schools. In a letter read from pulpits this month, 
the bishops express a fear that "such an education increases preparedness for 

the solution of conflicts by force and so undermines the peaceable mentality 

of the new generation." They also suggest that GDR reservists should, like 
first-time draftees, have a right to choose service in a military unit which 

does not require them to bear arms if they are conscientious objectors. The 
bishops' views reflect those advanced in recent years by leaders of the country's 
United and Lutheran territorial churches, to which most of the country's 
Christians belong. [EPS 82.10.78, 82.04.45, 82.04.01] 

83.01.69: Argentina-democracy 


Rome~based Inter Press Service reports that Argentina's Roman Catholic bishops 
"have made clear" that the numerically dominant Argentine denomination "will 
continue in 1983 to press for a dialogue between the military government and 
civilian politicians, as...in 1982." The church goal is "restoration of 
democracy" and "avoiding a return to what it says is the former chaotic 
Situation," IPS adds. 


83.01.70: Homosexual-ordinatton 

The executive council of the Lutheran Church in America says "an active homo- 
sexual relationship disqualifies a candidate for ordination" and suggests 
"discipline for ordained ministers in the same circumstances." The council's 
interpretation of LCA policy came in the wake of a request for advice from an 
LCA regional synod. It received a request from a pastor in such a situation 
seeking to be returned to the LCA clergy roster. 


83.01.71: Indtia-youth 

An ecumenical meeting of 23 youth leaders from 7 North Indian states has issued 
a statement of concern about, among other things, "the danger of increasing 
authoritarian trends in the political scene in India." The statement also 
condemns "increasing violation of human rights," "the widening of the gap 
between rich and poor," "churches' indifference to the contemporary issues," 
and "arms race, militarization, and nuclearization." A final paragraph 
expresses "concern at the brutal massacre of Palestinian civilians in the 
refugee camps in Lebanon." 


83.01.72: Jesus—-Palestintan 

Al-Thawra, weekly magazine of the Palestine Liberation Organization, has described 
Jesus as "the first Palestinian martyr." The magazine adds that "Zionists are 
currently murdering the people of Christ for their beliefs in his ideals," among 
them that Palestine could be a land of peaceful coexistence. It describes 
Palestinians as "more than ever united around the aim of liberating the manger 
and all holy sites in Palestine." 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.01.73-78 


83.01.73: CE-Evangeltcal 


The appointment of David Samuel as new director of the Church Society, a major 
Evangelical grouping within the [Anglican] Church of England, has stirred some 
controversy. He has been a notable opponent of Catholic and ecumenical 
tendencies in Anglicanism, and was a main force behind a rally in Trafalgar 
Square to protest last year's papal visit to Britain. In response, Samuel says 
he sees "absolutely no reason to believe that there will be a split among 
Evangelicals now or in the future” with regard to his appointment. 


83.01.74: SA-protest 

Several regional church leaders in South Africa - Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 
Anglican, Congregational, Methodist, Presbyterian - have protested the expulsion 
of German church worker Marlene Volkmer. She headed the church and industry 
program of the Diakonia agency, but left the country last month after being 
denied a work permit because, the goverment said, "her direct and indirect 
involvement with various aspects of industrial relations in South Africa cannot 
be reconciled with her defined frame of religious duties." The leaders described 
her "industrial mission" as a "profoundly religious task" which "has regrettably 
been long neglected by the church." 


83.01.75: Nordte-tndtgenous 

Meeting in Stigtuna, Sweden, toward the end of last year, members of the five 
Nordic delegations to this year's World Council of Churches assembly discussed 

the rights of indigenous peoples - in the Nordic case, Samis (Lapps) and Inouits 
(Eskimos) - as among issues to be stressed by the delegates at the assembly. 

One participant, Per Lénning of Norway, said the Nordic churches should present 
their countries’ Sami and Inouit concerns "as areas where the churches are groping 
and need the help of other churches and the WCC,"' Church of Norway News reports. 
However, Swede Olle Dahlén warned against Nordic representatives seeking to 

"push their problems" in the field over to the WCC. 


83.01.76: Vattcan-tnvesttgattons 

The head of the Vatican's doctrinal unit has announced new norms to be applied 

to investigations of theologians whose teachings have been questioned. One major 
change is that such theologians will be allowed to be assisted by a theological 
adviser or canon lawyer, who could be present at hearings at all levels. Also, 
the person's bishop is to be involved, and the hearings are to be public "in one 
or another way." Among the unit's more celebrated cases in recent years is that 
of Swiss German theologian Hans Kiing, whose mandate to teach on behalf of the 
Roman Catholic Church was withdrawn as a result. 


83.01.77: Holy Year-ecumentsm 

Pope John Paul has called the forthcoming Extraordinary Holy Year (25 March1983 - 
23 April 1984) "a great service to the cause of ecumenism" and asked Christians 
not in official commnion with him to "accompany the celebrations " with their 
prayer, faith, and love. One unenthusiastic response, however, has come from 
Aurelio Sbaffi, president of the Union of Evangelical Churches of Italy. He 

says plans for it leave Christians of his mind "completely cold." 


83.01.78: Sweden-future 

Representatives of several Swedish denominations have formed an "institute for 
futurological studies." Its aim is to "place important contemporary questions 
in the perspective of the Bible and Christian ethics," the Stockholm-based 
Church Information Center reports, 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.01.79-84 
83.01.79: NY-abortton 


The annual conference of the Associated Churches of Christ in New Zealand has 
acted, among other things, on abortion and ACCNZ membership in the World 

Council of Churches. Noting that "in excess of 6000 abortions were performed 

in this country last year," the conference affirmed its view that "indiscriminate 
abortion of normal foetuses is inherently evil." A proposal that the ACCNZ 

leave the WCC was withdrawn. Instead, there is to be a "thorough investigation 
and...awareness campaign of the WCC's philosophy, associations and activities" 

as a prelude to a vote on the membership issue at its next meeting. 


83.01.80: Norway-pastor 


The bishop and deans of the Oslo diocese of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway are 
asking whether a parish pastor should continue on the NK clergy roster "since 

he says that the church and its rituals are based on a lie." In a letter to the 
government church and education ministry, the diocesan léaders say Helge Hognestad 

has caused problems and unrest in his parish and "this...matter...concerns our 
entire church." Hognestad was appointed to his post in 1980 against the wish of 
the parish and diocesan councils and the bishop. The bishops' conference and the 

bulk of Norway's theological teachers also opposed the government appointment. 

The bishop and deans say that in the pastor's books "it is hard to recognise the 
God, the gospel, and the faith which the church is set to proclaim." 


83.01.81: Vietnam-btshop 

KIPA, the Swiss Roman Catholic news agency, says there are reports in Vietnam 
that Frangois-Xavier Nguyén-van-Thuan, designated successor to the archbishop of 
Ho Chi Minh City, has been under arrest since last November, 


83.01.82: Swittzerland-ecumentsm 

Ecumenical commissions representing most of Switzerland's churches have jointly 
published an 84-page booklet on practical ecumenism at the parish level. It 
was released on the eve of this year's celebration of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity [18-25 January]. 


83.01.83: Sweden-attendance 

The Swedish Institute for Society and Religion reports that there were 500 ,000 
more person-visits to [Lutheran] Church of Sweden services in 1981 than in 

1980. The figure - 21,253,000 - averages a little less than three per year 

for each of the 7.5million or so official members of the denomination. One 
Stockholm pastor suggests that "a visit to a service in a city church is an 
anonymous action that still satisfies a need for both fellowship and communion." 
On the other hand, membership in the 16 groups affiliated with the Christian 
Youth Council of Sweden continues to decline, and is now at about 350,000. 
Political youth groups also report declining membership. _ 


88.01.84: US-Angltean/Lutheran 

In a liturgy which attracted major media attention, the national bishops of the 
Lutheran Church in America, American Lutheran Church, Episcopal Church and 
Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches jointly celebrated the eucharist at 
the country's national Anglican cathedral in Washington, D.C. The service, which 
attracted a congregation of more than 2,000, marked a relationship of "interim 
sharing of the eucharist" approved by conventions of the four denominations 

last September [EPS 82.09.91]. The novel arrangement was called a "plunge into 
waters" by Lutheran Bishop James Crumley who added he is “convinced that we shall 
find it refreshing and life-giving."' Anglican Bishop John Allin said the service 
is "not just talking about Christian unity; this is demonstrating it." 
Representatives of the four denominations are to resume theological conversations 
this year with the goal of overcoming remaining doctrinal differences which 
prevent a relationship of "full communion." 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.01.85-86 


83.01.85: Bangladesh-Islam 
A proposal to make Islam Bangladesh's state religion has provoked "a great 


deal of controversy," Rome-based Inter Press Service reports. About 85 percent 
of the country's 85 million people are Muslim; most of the rest are Hindus. 
Christians account for fewer than 500,000. 


83.01.86: El Salvador-erittctsm ‘ 
Two recent church-group reports are critical of conditions in El Salvador. In 


Mexico City, the Oscar Romero Christian Solidarity Committee says 40,814 

civilians were killed for political reasons between 15 October 1979 and 15 
November 1982. It is protesting the US role in Central America, including support 
for "repressive regimes" in El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala. The bulk of 

the killings are ascribed to government forces. In San Salvador, the El Salvador 
capital, the Christian Legal Aid Society published a newspaper ad listing 701 
“political prisoners" and asked repeal of the law under which they are detained 
indefinitely without charge, suspected of activity endangering state security. 
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ECUVIEW: "Street Theatre and Slum Dwellers" EPS 83.01.87 


The following ts excerpted from a statement by parttctpants tn an ecumenical 
youth workshop at the end of last year in Bangalore, South India, sponsored by 
the Nattonal Counetl of Churches in Indta. 


.--The church will do well in being with the people in their struggles. It can 
play a vital role in building social awareness and political consciousness of the 
slum dwellers. Towards this, the church can use street plays and street songs 

as an effective means of communication. 


Street theatre involves very little expenditure. Unlike [standard] theatre, 
street theatre requires no costumes, no make-up, no stage-craft. The effect 
of all these,however,:is created through mimicry. 


Street plays do not require extraordinary talents. Any small group of committed 
people with a team spirit can perform well. 


The audience at street plays are never the passive observers. They find their 
roles represented in the play and soon examine their own contribution. 


Street plays are best suited to present real life situation. The audience, 
although illiterate,are set to think and are often provoked to act to set the 
process of liberation at work. 


In the light of the above, we call upon all the churches and youth groups in 
India: 


to provide all support to the slum dweller in their struggles against 
exploitation, harassment and oppression; 


to condemn all forces that prevent the expression of their full humanity; 


to bring together their representatives at a common platform to make a 
concerted effort in demanding their rights and privileges. 


In order to achieve all these, the churches and youth groups need to engage in 
conscientising the slum dwellers. We believe that this can be done through 
street plays and group songs. We therefore appeal to all concerned to conduct 
workshops on street theatre and thus train and equip young people to use the 
technique of street theatre as one of the effective means to communicate the 
total gospel of liberation. 
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ECUVIEW: "The Moscow Patriarch on Church Concern for Peace" EPS 83.01.88 


The following ts excerpted from a Novostt Govtet press agency) interview with 
Russtan Orthodox Partrtarch Pimen dtstrtbuted in the bulletin of the Russtan 
Orthodox Church's external church relattons department. He replies to a question 
about the ROC betng called "an agent of the Kremlin and of pursutng the policys 
tn particular in the matters of war and peace, directed from 'above' and 
profitable for the USSR leadership." 


The Russian Orthodox Church, as her thousand-years history testifies, has 
always been active in peacemaking activities which is an expression of the 
very substance of the beneficial life in Christ, this substance being love. 
"Blessed are the peacemakers,'' proclaimed our Saviour in His Sermon on the 
Mount, “for they shall be called the sons of God." 


At the same time the children of the Russian Orthodox Church are sons and 
daughters of their earthly Fatherland. They themselves and through their 

near and dear ones have experienced the unexampled trials of the Second World 
War, and they feel and deeply understand woes, sufferings and disasters brought 
by war. 


These, and none other reasons, encourage us, people of the church, not to remain 
just passive observers of the tragic process which may bring the life on our 
earth to destruction in the flame in nuclear fire. We are aware of the necessity 
to express our active civil position with the aim to speed up the disarmamemt 
process and to establish relations among all nations on the principles of peace 
and justice. 


As far as the concrete contents of our peacemaking positions are concerned, they 
correspond to those of all Soviet people on that matter. These positions find 

a clear expression in the foreign policy of our Socialist state which strives 

for peace, friendship and fruitful cooperation with all peoples and nations. 
These peacemaking positions, no doubt, are profitable for our country, but they - 
we believe - are no less profitable for all other countries in case these 
positions are taken objectively and. without any self-interested purposes. 


It is high time to remove such notions as "an agent of the Kremlin" and suchlike 
from lexical usage, remembering how much evil their use has brought and continues 
to bring to humanity. The negative stereotypes cannot cross out the truth of 

our life. It is self-evident in the rich and fruitful experience of the sixty 
years of the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics which we...solemnly 
celebrate... 


We the religious believers, pray for our earthly Fatherland and we believe that 
its deep commitment to peace is a great force which is bringing nearer the 
establishment of peace and justice in the relations among all nations of the 
earth. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Christian Response to the Alcohol and Drug Problem" EPS:83. 01.89 


The following ts excerpted from a report with this title from a consultatton 
co-sponsored by the Ecumenical Christian Centre, Whitefield, Bangalore, India, 
and the Internattonal Christian Federatton for ee Preventton of Alcoholtsm Ser 
Drug Addtetton [EPS 82.09.85]. 


A crisis situation has risen in the church and society at large - a crisis in 
moral degradation which is a reflection of the moral, socio-economic and 
political situation of the world. 


Alcoholism and drug addiction are symptoms of a deeper malaise experienced by 

a multitude of people. In the rural areas the harsh realities that cause this 
malaise include caste oppression and economic exploitation. In the urban 
situation it includes unemployment, housing problems,and other factors which 
contribute to stress and strain. Individuals in their effort to conform to 
social customs or to give vent to repressed feelings of protest or to escape the 
harsh realities of life by turning to alcohol and other drugs, in fact, may 
unwittingly destroy themselves. 


Anti-social forces, some selfish multinational corporations and persons of greed 
exploit the weakness of innocent men and women, help to bring about this tragic 
end. Alcohol and drug industrialists with profiteering contractors, share-holders, 
sellers and political collaborators a ase and strangle the innocent with the 
promise of "thrill and tranquility." Even some churches, intentionally or 
unintentionally by their investments in liquor ihdnatet ee aggravate this tragic 
Situation. Broken families, emotional conflicts, peer group pressures and the 
effects of affluence contribute to this malady of alcohol and drug dependance. 


The church is entrusted with the message of healing and reconciliation. Our 
task is to lead people to Christ in order that they may be restored to the true 
image of God and thus made whole. Healing may take place wherever the sufferer 
acknowledges helplessness. The Christian perspective is that wherever healing 
and wholeness are realised, Jesus Christ is present. Shalom - the fulness of 
life, peace, prosperity and health - is the goal of our mission. 


There are Christians who believe that drinking alcohol as a beverage is 
permissible. There are other Christians who having seen the bitter consequences 
in the use of alcohol or by personal preference or by religious conviction or 

for good example abstain themselves. We believe that whether we eat or drink 

it should be for the glory of God. If our action causes the weak to stumble, we 
should abstain for their sake. This is more so if one is involved in counselling 
and therapeutic work. 


Our task includes strengthening the Christian values in the man-woman relation- 
ship, marriage, family life and in all other personal relationships. This is 
achieved through Christian nurture and growth. Education about alcohol and 
drugs should be part of our total ministry, encouraging people to live sober 
and fruitful lives. 
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ECUVIEW: "A Unified View of Healing" EPS: 83.01.90 


The following ts excerpted from an article with that tittle in the December 
1982 tssue of Contact, publtcatton of the Christian Medical Commisston, a 
sub-untt of the World Counetl of Churches. Its author, Stuart Kingma, is CMC 
dtrector. The rest of the article details five "factere that enter into the 
healing process": "the tnnate capactty of the body to heal ttself," "simple, 
non-medical measures," "medical and surgteal tnterventtons," "the essenttal 
and mobiltzing power of hope," and "unexplained healing." 


Much interest is being manifested throughout the world in matters related to 
health, healing and health care. In many cases, this is taking the form of a 
search for a new understanding of the meaning of health and the process of 
healing. Much is being made, for example, of the current definition of health 
as promoted by the World Health Organization (WHO). 


According to this view, health is more than the mere absence of disease or 
infirmity; it is a state of complete physical, mental and social wellbeing. 
There are three aspects of this operating definition which are worthy of comment. 


The first is that it seems to perpetuate the commonly held view that the human 
being consists of separate elements which can be itemized as body, mind and — 
spirit (although the spiritual dimension is curiously missing in this definition). 
The second aspect worthy of note is the very positive mode in which this 
definition is couched, a state of wellbeing to be promoted and supported. Third, 
however, is the interesting and, for an organization like WHO, courageous 
addition of the social dimension of health and wellbeing. 


The churches throughout the world are no less engaged in a re-examination of 
healing and health. Healing has emerged as a major focus for those churches 
experiencing a charismatic renewal, the Pentecostal family of churches and 
those Christian groups whose focus on healing centres in healing services, 
prayer groups and wholistic health care. 


The Christian Medical Commission (CMC) has encouraged and supported a world- 

wide examination by the churches of their own understanding of health, healing 

and wholeness, and this effort has been rewarded by the enthusiastic participation 
by people from all locations in the exchange of ideas and participation in 
regional conferences on this subject. 


Growing out of this study and reflexion process has come a new formulation which 
suggests that health and wholeness are "a dynamic state of wellbeing of the 
individual and the society; of physical, mental, spiritual, economic, political 
and social wellbeing; of being in harmony with each other, with the natural 
environment and with God." Understood inthis moredynamic sense of completeness, 
wholeness and harmony, health becomes a more meaningful goal. 


There is much interest in the healing process, in spite of the fact that healing 
is often attributed solely to pharmaceutical products or to direct medical 
intervention. The age-old human quest for healing has resulted in a good deal 
of fadism in healing methods and, for many, a worldwide search for the miracle 
or the special healer who will provide the final answer. 


A good deal is already known about the factors that contribute to healing, but 
seldom do those who seek to contribute to the healing or curing of an individual 
adequately acknowledge or foster the maximum contribution of all these forces. 
Healing takes place in most cases by the joint effects of a number of elements 
which may differ in relative importance from one case to the next. In each case, 
however, the healing process is best looked upon as a unified one of restoring 

a person to a state of wellbeing and health. 
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ECUVIEW: "United Church Concerns about Christian World Communions" EPS 83.01.91 


The following ts excerpted from a report to the leadership of the World Methodist 
Counetl by Roy Wilson of the United Church of Canada. The UCC, as other United 
denomtnattons, matntains membershtp tn world organtsattons representing the 
tradittons of tts parents, tn the UCC case, Methodist and Reformed. 


...-Our problem is not to be seen simply in terms of a multiplicity of 
organizations but rather some general fears that we have about the continued 


place of Christian World Communions for United Churches. Let me detail some of 
these for you. 


1. A fear of growing confessionalism. When we understand a basic aim of the 
World Methodist Council to be that of advancing the unity of theological 

and moral standards of Methodist Churches around the world we from the 
perspective of United Churches have to ask the question do the structures 

of the Christian World Communions, their policies, activities, encourage and 
support the member churches as they move toward union? Or do they impede the 
ecumenical movement by their resurgent confessionalism? 


2x The fear of continuing paternalism and dependency. Do the financial 
policies of the Christian World Communions lead to domination and dependence on 
the part of member churches? In bringing small churches into a broader 
community to overcome isolation, do they lead to financial dependence and 
inhibit the indigenization of the church in Africa or Asia? Chapter and verse 
for good intentions can be cited undoubtedly to counteract these fears but the 


very fact that the question is raised is a sign of a gap often between intention 
and practice. 


3. The fear of colonialism....We have heard voices from Africa giving 
indication that they had this continuing fear by the continuance of the Christian 
World Communions. 


4. The experience of United Church delegates at the World Methodist Council 

in Hawaii. Some of our delegates felt very much as if we were "distant cousins" 
at the Hawaii meeting and it was borne home to some of us that we are no longer 
a Methodist Church or a Presbyterian Church but something new and it is this 

new identity which we very much want to celebrate,and to offer that new self- 
understanding to the Christian World Communions. Some in our church have felt 
that this could be done more appropriately by an observer or corresponding member- 
ship status rather than by full membership. I will not cite all of the reasons 
why our delegates felt this distance in the World Methodist Council save one. 

It was noted that in the intercessions for North and Central and South America 
that there was no mention of Canada, of the United Church of Canada, of the 
Canadian Council of Churches while the experience of the United States,of Latin 
American countries, and of the National Council of Churches was specifically 
mentioned in ‘the intercessions.... 


It is clear to us and to our partners that the United Church of Canada is 
more than another Methodist or Congregationalist or Presbyterian (Reformed) 
church. In our relationships, policy discussions, missionary service and 
mutuality in mission, it is clear that the UCC cannot be identified as 
another representative of either of the three founding traditions. Its own 
life is a greater reality, and to that extent is seen to make a distinctive 
contribution of a broader more ecumenical and hopefully unitive nature. 
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ECUVIEW: "Letter from Helsinki" EPS 83.01.92 


When an international team visited Finland last November in preparation for the 
next WCC Assembly, one of the critical questions asked was whether a church that 
represents 91% of the population and exists in a close relationship with the 
state can really present serious challenges to the state and society. 


There are a couple of things to say on that. First, where both its international 
affairs and its finances are concerned, the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 
Finland enjoys a substantially greater degree of autonomy in relation to the 
state than, for instance, its sister churches in the Scandinavian countries. 
Secondly, in recent times it really has been trying to present challenges 
concerning such matters as encouraging pro-family policies and boosting 
development aid. 


At the same time, it can, of course, be asked whether the church itself accepts 
challenges. In a recent submission on a draft equal-rights bill, the Ecclesiastical 
Board actually stated that there was no need for the scope of legislation intended 
to prevent discrimination on the grounds of sex to be expanded to apply to the 
church as well, because the church's own laws and regulations provide for the 
implementation of equality. Well, this has not extended as far as ordaining 

women, at least. 


Archbishop Mikko Juva, a well-known historical researcher who retired as church 
primate at the beginning of September, commented that "the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Church of Finland is again taking its place at the bargaining table of Finnish 
society." Juva's successor, Archbishop John Vikstrém, has already managed to 
demonstrate concrete proof of this. An exceptionally proficient scholar of 

both social and church affairs, Vikstrom is eager to use the only power that, in 
his view, the church possesses: the power of words. And not just in one direction, 
but also in a dialogue with representatives of different points of view. 


One hope Vikstrom has expressed is that the church would become more 
independent in relation to the state and stand more on its own strength. In his 
recent concluding address to the synod, he felt compelled to ask, self-critically, 
whether the church had contented itself with the role of a mere "underage 
recipient" in its relationship with the state, instead of participating in the 
discussion as an active and full partner. 


The archbishop's comment does not mean that there are major problems in the 
relationship between church and state in Finland; at least the top civil servant 
at the government education ministry has emphasized time and time again that this 
relationship needs "subtle tuning" at most. 


We shall soon see how things really are in this respect. A working party appointed 
by the ministry is now completing concrete. proposals (based on a study submitted 

as far back as 1977) as to how the relationship between church and state in Finland 
should be revised. There has been speculation that one of the reasons for the 
delay in publishing the proposals is that the synod recently refused to repay 

to the state the'"windfall" extra income that it will receive when certain pensions 
and other social security benefits are made taxable next year [EPS 82.12.66]. 

The church wants to spend the money on development aid and its own social services. 
The finance minister, on the other hand, has made no secret of his irritation at 
this, which means that at least where finances are concerned the changes proposed 
may well be anything but subtle. 


The first signs of the "Vikstr6m era" - as the newspapers have begun to call it - 
indicate that the Finnish folk church will not be satisfied merely to mirror Finnish 
society, but will want to leaven it as well. 


Annelt Janhonen (edttor, Finnish Lutheran Church Informatton Center) 
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CENTRAL AMERICA, MIDDLE Ecumenical Press 
EAST ON WCC-RC AGENDA Service 83.02.01 


ROME (EPS) - Central America, the Middle East, and evangelisation and social 
action, were among items of the agenda of the third meeting of the Joint 
Consultative Group on Social Thought and Action (JCG), here last month 

[19-20 January]. The JCG brings together representatives of the World Council 
of Churches' justice and service unit, and four Vatican offices with 
responsibilities for ecumenism and various aspects of social apostolate. 


A report from the group says that the “exchange of information and perspectives" 
on Central America "deepened understanding of the commitment and activities" 

of the WCC, the Vatican, and the local church in the region. It 

adds that. "problems that might have caused misunderstanding were aired and 

the need for continuing mutual communication regarding this critical situation 
and the activities of the churches was emphasized." 


Focusing on Lebanon in its review of the Middle East, the group "agreed that 
there was a Christian responsibility to work for peace and security in that 
area." 


Ten JCG members and 14 others participated in a two-day conference on 
evangelisation and social action which preceded the JCG meeting. Main issues 
at the conference were "the role of the churches and of believers, the specific 
contribution the churches can make to social questions, the place of the poor 
in the world and their meaning for the churches in their task of evangelism." 


The group scheduled its next meeting 9-10 April 1984. Co-moderators for the 
session here were Deputy Director George Tsetsis of the WCC inter-church 


aid commission (CICARWS) and Secretary Roger du Noyer of the Vatican development 
commission (Cor Unum). 


EPS 
SA BANS TWO Ecumenical pases 
RC DOCUMENTS Service 83.02.02 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - The South African government has banned two documents from 
the conference of southern African Roman Catholic bishops. One is a pastoral 
letter to Polish immigrants, the other a report on Namibia, a territory 
controlled by South Africa. 


Durban Archbishop Denis Hurley, president of the bishops' conference, said 
it is "sad to note that the South African case was so suspect that it must be 
protected by means of suppression" of views contrary to its Namibia policy. 


Also reacting to the bans was General Secretary Desmond Tutu of the South 
African Council of Churches. He said he is "shocked and dismayed" by this 
"cynical action" by those who consider themselves "omniscient arbitrators of 
what is right for us to see, read, or think." 


Characterizing the action as one which "smacks so much of totalitarian police 
state methods," Tutu added that it "merely serves to exacerbate the present 
church-state confrontation." He said he hopes the appeal board will "overturn 
these ridiculous bans." 


EPS 


US MEDIA CRITICISM BRINGS Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH LEADERS' RESPONSE Service 82.02.03 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Representatives of the [US] National Council of Churches and 
its member denominations have protested an article in last month's Reader's 
Digest about the NCC. In a later development, they have also criticized a CBS 
television network segment touching aspects of the work of the NCC, the World 
Council of Churches, and various US denominations. 


Leaders of 23 of the NCC's 32 member denominations (other leaders could reportedly 
not be contacted in time) say in a letter to the magazine's editor-in-chief, 
Edward Thompson, that they are “outraged by the distortions, misrepresentations, 
misleading information, and half-truths" in the article "Do You Know Where Your 
Church Offerings Go?" The Digest report says the NCC spends money on left- 

wing, political activities. 


A similar complaint was sent by NCC General Secretary Claire Randall. "Since 
you had been given correct information in advance", she writes, "I must assume 
that Reader's Digest deliberately published a distorted account." 


The denominational leaders also criticize the Institute on Religion and Democracy 
mentioned in the Digest piece as a source of further information on changing 

the NCC. They call IRD a "small organisation of self-selected individuals" seeking 
to "alienate" members of various denominations and "turn them away from the 

pursuit of racial and social justice." 


The 23 letter signers are leaders of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
American Baptist Churches, Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North 
America, Armenian Church of America, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, Church of the Brethren, Coptic Orthodox 
Church in North America, Episcopal Church, Friends United Meeting, Lutheran 
Church in America, Moravian Church in America, National Baptist Convention, 
USA, Inc., National Council of Community Churches, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
of the Society of Friends, Progressive National Baptist Convention, Reformed 
Church in America, Serbian Eastern Orthodox Church for the USA & Canada, 
Swedenborgian Church, Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America, United Church of 
Christ, United Methodist Church, United Presbyterian Church. 


The CBS segment suggests some money from US contributors is used by the national 
denominations, the NCC, and the WCC to support groups, causes, and projects 
which are Marxist and/or violent. 


Responding to the 23 January tv report, NCC President James Armstrong, a Methodist 
bishop for the state of Indiana, called it "irresponsible and selective...a 
sensational and biased editorial rather than responsible and accurate journalism." 
The segment began by focusing on a Methodist congregation in Logansport, Indiana, - 
opposed to denominational involvement in the WCC. Said Armstrong, "The church 
does not exist to reflect the values of either Leningrad or Logansport, but the 
gospel of Jesus Christ." 


Randall said the contention that the NCC "has become a political organization that 
supports communism is ludicrous, and was not supported by any evidence." She 

said that contrary to the CBS reporter's "disclaimer that guilt by association 
would not be used, the whole segment used that very tactic plus innuendo and 
distortion to try to create doubt and mistrust." She spoke of a seeming 

pattern in the CBS series at issue of "negative and critical pieces about 
organized religion...which results in creating mistrust and doubt....I am 
distressed to see a news organisation take such a secular, politicized, and 
inaccurate view of Christian love and justice at work." 


EPS 


3 SRI LANKAN Ecumenical Press 
CLERGY CHARGED Service 83.02.04 


COLOMBO (EPS) - News agency reports say three ordained ministers, a doctor, and 
two academics were charged last month with harboring guerillas. If convicted 
under Sri Lanka's prevention of terrorism act, they could be jailed for up to 
20 years. 


The court action comes amidst political and ethnic tension in this island 
nation. One group protesting "police and army harassments of innocent people" 

is called the Movement for Inter-Racial Justice, based here. It is distributing 
protest material signed by local Christian, Buddhist, Muslim, and Hindu leaders, 
an'unusual united, interreligious gesture here. 


Material distributed with the protest letter speaks of "widespread protest" in 
the north and east "in the form of fast, prayer, and silent march," and of 
police brutality against those who have helped "freedom fighters." 


EPS 


ECUPAST: News of 25 Years Ago from EPS of February 1958 EPS 83.02.05 


Commenting on the refusal of the Anglican archbishop of Cape Town, Joost de 
Blank, to officiate at churches maintaining apartheid, government member 

P.J. Coetzee said "I feel the time has perhaps come when General Smuts' policy 
of 'shoot first, and ask questions afterwards' should be applied -that people 
of this type, including the new archbishop, should be deported"... The WCC 
service to refugees office in Yugoslavia closed, marking the end of the re- 
settlement operation for 19,000 Hungarians who fled to Yugoslavia since the 
1956 Soviet intervention in Hungary....A bill proposing ordination of female 
priests [Lutheran] Church of Sweden was introduced in the Swedish parliament.... 
The ecumenical committee of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany 
found apostolic succession ‘an essential dimension of the church'...The 
Evangelical Alliance rejected integration with the WCC, citing insufficient 
"unity of spirit', and misgivings about the WCC doctrinal basis, and a trend 
towards a 'super-church'....The WCC executive committee approved plans to 
acquire a new site for the permanent headquarters of the WCC in Geneva, and 
recommended that the WCC assembly scheduled for Sri Lanka at Christmas 1960, 

be postponed one year....In Philadelphia, US more than 25,000 persons signed 

a Quaker petition asking US President; Dwight Eisenhower to cancel atomic tests 
scheduled for April, as a first step towards the easing of international 
tensions'....The Japan Baptist Union was formed. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS* 83.02.06 


83.02.06: Finland-church/state | 

A Finnish government working party is recommending only minor changes in the 
country's church-state relations. It judges them currently "stable" and adds 

that they afford the church "adequate opportunities and also adequate freedom to 
function." The heads of the country's two established churches - Lutheran and 
Eastern Orthodox - are members of the working party. The 1977 report which 
precipitated formation of the study group suggested more extensive change. Chief 
change proposed by the working party would refashion the country's Ecclesiastical 
Act so that it would contain only regulations dealing with church-state relations, 
church status in society, and principles on which the church's internal organisation 
is to be based. All matters concerning doctrine, confession, and church activities 


would be removed from the Act!s scope. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.02.07-12 


83.02.07: China-meetting 

The China Christian Council and the Three-Self Patriotic Movement held a 
joint enlarged meeting in Beijing in the latter part of 1982, reports "China 
Talk", newsletter of the Hong Kong-based United Methodist China Liaison 
Office. Ding Guangxun (K.H. Ting) chairs both groups. Three-Self 
Secretary-General Shen Derong reported on plans for publication of one 
milizon Bibles by the end of last year, re-opening of hundreds of church 
buildings throughout the country, publication of a new hymnal, short-term 
training classes for church workers, and further development of both domestic 
and international activities. Among resolutions from the meeting were those 
urging Christians to live so as to "glorify God and help others", to increase 
friendly international contacts but also "be on guard against infiltration by 
hostile forces from the outside world", and to give themselves wholeheartedly 
to, China’s modernisation while"struggling against persons who carry out 
criminal activity under the guise of Christianity." 


83.02.08: Ghana-btshops 


Ghana's Roman Catholic bishops have called for a return to civilian rule and 
release of all political detainees. They also complain that the year-old 
Provisional National Defence Council headed by Jerry Rawlings has no clear 
policies to solve Ghana's economic problems. They add that "wanton killings, 
senseless beatings, merciless molestation and general harassment continue 


without the government showing any willingness or ability to do any thing 
about them." 


83.02.09: Human rights 


The Toronto-based Inter-Church Committee on Human Rights says in a 95-page 

report released last month that Haiti's government is "incapable of self-reform," 
a reference to a cabinet reshuffle at the end of 1982 in which President for 

Life Jean-Claude Duvalier dismissed three ministers considered reformists. The 
report also covers the human rights situation in Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 


El Salvador, Guatemala, Uruguay, and Guyana, in which only Bolivia receives 
praise. 


83.02.10: RC-rules 
The pope has given final approval to a revised set of 1,764 canons (rules) for 
Roman Catholicism. They are expected to take effect toward the end of 1983, 


after they have been studied by local church leaders. The new canons supercede 
those of 1917. 


83.02.11: FRG-war/peace 

FRG Roman Catholic bishops are reportedly drafting a pastoral letter which 
challenges the morality of current nuclear strategy and condemns all forms of 
war. US bishops are working on a like letter [EPS 82.12.12]. 


83.02.12: Czechoslovakia-btshops 

Czechoslovakia has attacked and the Vatican defended last month's consecration 
of two bishops - Domenico Hrusovsky and Jaroslav Skarvada - to minister to 
Czechoslovaks in exile. The Communist Party daily Rude Pravo says the two 
have "made hatred of their former homeland a profession." It calls the 
consecrations a provocation. The Vatican says the consecration's "sole aim" 
is "strengthening their religious activity." Outside of Albania, Czechoslovak 
church-state relations are judged by many the worst in Eastern Europe. 
[Related items: EPS Se 09 ies Oe Ue te 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.02.13-19 


83.02.13: Women-theology 

"In God's image" is a new Singapore-based theological journal "from the 
perspective of women." With a four-person ad hoc editorial committee 
(05-91 Block 3, St. George's Road, Singapore 1232), the journal describes 
itself as "a forum through which Asian women can share their theolegical 
thinking." 


83.02.14: Quaker-taxatton 

The Quaker Council for European Affairs (28, avenue de la Brabangonne, 1040 
Brussels) has released a survey of "conscientious objection to military taxation." 
Called "Playing for Peace," it included a survey of the situation in 11 countries - 
Australia, Belgium, Canada, FRG, France, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Switzerland, 
UK, US. Release of the booklet coincides with the announcement by British 

Council of Churches International Affairs Secretary Paul Oestreicher that he is 
withholding about UK £30 of his income - a portion roughly equal to the portion 

of the UK budget spent on the nuclear weapons programme. 


83.02.15: El Salvador-atd 

The US administration said last month that El Salvador has made progress on 
human rights and political reforms, and thus continues to qualify for US 
military aid. Various church groups have contested the government's evaluation 
of the situation. 


83.02.16: Brother btshops 

The Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland (SELK) has eight diocesan bishops. 
With the consecration last month of Erik Vikstrém as bishop of Porvoo, SELK 

now has two brothers in the episcopate. John Vikstrém, former bishop of Porvoo, 
is now bishop of Turku and archbishop of Finland. 


83.02.17: US-sanetuary 

New York-based Religious News Service reports a "growing movement among churches 
to offer public sanctuary to illegal Central American refugees - in open defiance 
of US immigration laws." 


83.02.18: US-Guatemala 

Two US Reformed leaders - United Presbyterian Moderator James Costern and UP 
Stated Clerk William Thompson - have urged the US government to continue to 
forbid shipment of military equipment to Guatemala. They said that based on 
recent church-related visits "it is too soon to have confidence...that military 
equipment sent to Guatemala will no longer be used to terrorize and kill....If 
we supply the arms which make possible these massacres, we share the guilt." 
The UPC assembly last June voted support for continuation of the arms embargo. 


83.02.18; SA-Lesotho 

Christian representatives in other parts of the world have joined South African 
Council of Churches General Secretary Desmond Tutu's condemnation of the South 
African military action in Lesotho at the end of last year [EPS 83.01.21]. National 
Council of Churches in New Zealand General Secretary Angus Macleod calls the raid 
“abhorrent to the Christian conscience." A statement from the Nairobi-based All 
Africa Conference of Churches sees the action as proof of South African intention 
to dominate the region, and says silence on the part of NATO countries is a sign 
of their complicity. In New York, Willis Logan, executive for Africa at the 
National Council of Churches, says "we are appalled at the violence that South 
Africa has visited against the people of Lesotho." 


EPS * 


ECUTEXT : "Letter from First and Third World Theologians" EPS *65702 20 


The following ts excerpted from "a letter to our ststers and brothers living 
thetr fatth tn Christian communittes." It was prepared by a consultation of 
First and Thtrd World theologtans last month tn Geneva [EPS 83.01.37,58]. 


.--We have seen throughout the world, in many countries and among many peoples, 
how woman is dominated by sexism. This, as a sign of death for half of humanity, 
imposes a double oppression on the oppressed of the First World and on the Third 
World. 


We have seen how a certain race, having on its side the power of capital and the 
violence of armaments, has degraded other races solely on the basis of their skin 
colour, meting out death in the past through slavery and in the present through 

racism. 


We have seen how rich cultures, creators of symbols, music, poetry, styles of 
work, technology and science, entire civilisations, have been violently destroyed. 
Treated as barbarian and savage, the death of so much of humanity has come about 
because of the superiority of a few built on force. 


We have seen how other religions, rich in wisdom, contemplation and beauty, have 
been annihilated by those who identified Christianity and a certain theology in 

a simplistic manner with Western civilisation. In its name they imposed a culture 
of domination, another face of death, on the religions of the peoples they 
conquered. 


We have seen how today, as witnessed to by our sisters and brothers from East 
and West, North and South, that capitalism in its infinite greed for wealth, has 
sacrificed peoples of the Third World, and in great measure also those of the 
First World, as a bloody holocaust to the Idol. 


We have seen,how, simply to pay their immense debts, entire nations are entrapped 
by neocolonialism, subject to "the international imperialism of money". Workers 
and peasants, who have to toil even unto death, using their energies to make 
products which are exported to richcountries for the satisfaction of their 
opulent elites. 


We have seen how the Beast has grown armed to the teeth with canons, atomic bombs, 
tanks, warships with computerised missiles, radar systems and satellites. 
Sophisticated technology, invented by people, which could be used for positive 
development, is instead used asasimple instrument which brings humanity to the 
brink of death, total death, instantaneous death. 


But under this mantle of death which covers the world, our sisters and brothers 
have also witnessed to their hope for life in thousands of Christian communities, 


communities which are simple, poor, vulnerable, which are inspired by the God of 
Life. 


In the midst of somany despised races we see sisters and brothers affirming their 
distinctive identity, through the liberation of their peoples, through the 
discovery of their traditions, their songs, their ways of living. 


Among women, affirming anew their total personhood and liberated from oppression, 
they are building new human relationships, relationships of love and equality 
among men and women. 


Our sisters and brothers have witnessed to the birth of a new liturgy and new 
cultural expressions. In these the minorities, the workers, the peasants and 
the youth of Africa, Asia and Latin America affirm anew their distinctive 


traditions... 
EPS 


ECUTEXT: "EKD Council Message on Hitler Anniversary" EPS *83 02.21 


The following ts abridged from a message by the council of the Evangelteal 
Church tn Germany, a grouping of regtonal Lutheran, Reformed, and United 
churches in the FRG. It marks the 50th anntversary of Adolf Httler's. 
assumption of power, 30 Janaury 1933. It was translated by the WCC Language 
service. 


...-We wish to state in all seriousness that we cannot simply dismiss our history 
and forget about it. Things which are repressed are bound sooner or later to 
reassert their power. 


Today we again repeat, unreservedly, the confession of guilt made immediately 
after the war by the members of the EKD Council then ih office: "Through us 
endless suffering has been brought to many peoples and countries....We accuse 
ourselves for not witnessing more courageously, for not praying more faithfully, 
for not believing more joyously and for not loving more ardently.' 


To the older people in our midst we say: Please do not close your mind to the 
truth of what happened. To the younger generation we say: Do not stop facing 
up to this truth. You are not responsible for what happened then; but you 

are responsible for how those events affect our further history. 


It seems to us that in regard to our historical and political consciousness the 
most important thing for us to do is to work responsibly through our recent past 
and come to terms with it. 


We wish to warn against attempts to use historical parallels with the National 
Socialist dictatorship as weapons in the day-to-day political battles of the 
present. Our modern State and its institutions can in no way be compared to 
the oppressive regime of the Third Reich. 


To the politicians, however, we add a word of warning: Be mindful of your 
responsibility. Injustice and want, the burden of unemployment and an unjust 
peace settlement were the breeding ground in which the National Socialist 

party thrived. The selfishness and disunity of the democratic parties brought 
Hitler to. power. This is why it is essential to preserve social peace and also - 
why the common commitment to a democratic, constitutional state must stand above 
all argument, however necessary. 


To all our fellow citizens we say: Do not allow yourselves to be persuaded again 
into a new hate. Hitler's rule was also based on hate. This is why hatred must 
have no place among us, whether it be of external enemies, or of foreigners or other 
classes, groups or minorities. Lastly, to our own parishes and congregations we 
Say: Resist the heresy of believing in salvation in this world. Hitler's victory 
was also a victory for heresy....We cannot remember this day without giving thanks 
to God who in his goodness and mercy has brought us safely through the disasters 

of our people and who wants to forgive our PulLit, 


In the words of our predecessors at the end of the war we too acknowledge that 
"Our hope is in the God of grace and mercy that He will use our churches as His 
instruments and will give them authority to proclaim His word and to make His 
will obeyed among ourselves and among our whole people.' 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Letter from New York" EPS 83,02, 22 


Mobilization for Survival, sponsor of the mass peace rally here last June, has 

a Religious Task Force that now hopes to unite the nuclear disarmament movement 
with the struggle for racial and economic justice. The annual observance of Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s birthday on Jan. 15 was used to further that case. Despite 
daunting weather, several hundred people attended an interracial service sponsored 
by the Task Force at the Convent Avenue Baptist Church in Harlem. Peggy Billings, 
a Women’s Division executive of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, 
recalled that King linked his work with the movement against the Vietnam War. 
Norwegian actress Liv Ullman, another speaker, told of refugee needs she had 

seen in East Africa. Timothy Mitchell, a minister from Brooklyn, warned that 
memorials to King are caricatures unless participants commit themselves to his 
policy of actively, though non-violently, resisting evil. . 


Concern for nuclear disarmament was also prominent when two learned societies -- 
the American Academy of Religion and the Society of Biblical Literature -- held 
their annual joint meetings here just before Christmas. In the AAR presidential 
address, Mennonite Gordon Kaufman of the Harvard Divinity School said the danger 
of humanity destroying itself is a matter so serious that religion scholars 

must give it priority in their professional work. Facing this issue, he said, 
scholars taking a scientific, objective approach to religion can no longer 
Maintain neutrality, and theologians committed to a confessional stance should 
open themselves to accept aid from any tradition. 


As part of a continuing human rights emphasis, General Secretary Claire Randall 
of the National Council of Churches held a luncheon here for South Korean 
opposition leader Kim Dae Jung after he was released from prison and sent to the 
US, ostensibly for medical care. Both Kim, a Roman Catholic, and his wife, Lee 
Hee Ho, a Methodist, emphasized the role of their faith in their work for 
democracy. 


The overall pattern of NCC activity related to national and international issues 
continues to draw fire from conservatives. The Reader's Digest,which published 

an attack last August on the World Council of Churches, particularly the Programme 
to Combat Racism and alleged Marxist influence, carried a similar attack on the 
NCC in January. This article centered on allegations that the NCC is too negative 
about American society and too supportive of Marxist-Leninist movements abroad. 

In a rebuttal, the NCC said it "does not fund or otherwise support Communist 
governments or movements anywhere in the world." 


On another front, the NCC has been beset by criticism from its own employees in 
non-professional categories. Organized in a staff association, they have demanded 
higher wages and accused the NCC of failing to practice what it preaches about 
justice for workers. Increased militancy of church employees was also evident 

in a recent vote by support staff in the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries 
to affiliate with a union. In another recent vote, chaplains serving New York City 
jails, hospitals and police and fire departments decided to join the union that 
represents other city employees. 


At the Interchurch Center, where the NCC, WCC,denominations, and other church 
agencies have offices, employees must now wear identification badges, and visitors 
cannot go above ground floor without a pass. Carl Tiller, building manager, says the 
new system was initiated when workers in one agency recéived threats of personal 
violence and asked for more protection. But he says the compelling factor was not 
that crime, a growing problem here for the past two decades, was getting worse, but 
that court decisions were placing building owners under greater liability. 


TRACY EARLY (EPS New York Correspondent) 
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ECUVIEW: "The Church in the Indian Context" EPS 83.02.23 


The following ts excerpted from an edttortal in the January Nattonal Chrtsttan 
Counetl, Review, organ of the Nattonal Christtan Council of India. Review editor 
ts Mathat Zachariah. . 


All of a sudden the church in India is faced with a new situation. Although 
Christianity is not new to India, on the whole it carries the label of foreignness 
in the minds of the people because of its association with the modern missionary 
movement. This has created an inner resistance to Christianity, which started 
expressing itself in many ways in the post-Nehru era and suddenly it has assumed 
an aggressive posture at different levels. What should be the church's response 
to such a situation?... 


We as a nation took pride in the fact that ours is a democratic, secular and 
socialist country. But today many anti-democratic, anti-secular and anti-socialist 
forces have come to the fore and are unashamedly showing their vicious fangs. 

Many negative forces are acting militantly against the values we have cherished 

and nurtured... 


A new generation of leaders has come into our legislative assemblies and the 
parliament from the rural area, and they have no grounding in or respect for 

the democratic, secular and socialistic values which we were trying to develop. 
Under the smoke screen of loyalty to the ruling party and its leader, these new 
entrants have helped in a subtle erosion of our rich heritage of values and this 
is a great threat to our national identity and integrity. So, people have lost 
faith in democracy and the common man has developed a negative attitude. 


The new generation of leaders does not understand the primary role of fundamental 
groups. In democracy, the vitality of primary roots is important. ‘The primary 
groups are the family, school, church or temple etc. How can we strengthen these 


primary groups and make them vital participants in strengthening the democratic 
fabric of our country? 


We are also confronted with a situation of neo-feudalism. Localism has come in. 
Not only class and caste consciousness but feudal consciousness also has taken 
roots. So there is a strong resistance to any attempt at change. The forces of 


reaction have joined up together and they are powerful enough to forestall any 
societal change. 


No one is willing to give up power to uphold values. Once you get into power, any 
means can be used to stayin power. Money, caste, class, education and religion 
are combined and used to acquire power and stay in power. Capturing power has 
become the be all and end all of life. Since elections are the easiest means 

to capture power, the whole nation is pinning its faith in electoral VLetory. 
There is no party solidarity based on commitment to values and so there is a 
total breakdown of the party system. 


This in short is the politics of oppression. The only way we can save our nation 
is by breaking this cluster of power. We have to change it to a politics of the 
oppressed. The leadership has to be replaced by leadership that comes from the 
oppressed. Herein lies the significance of the Dalit and other movements of the 
oppressed. In the last analysis the question is, "How can we empower the powerless?" 
How could there be a redistribution of power in our society? So, basically it is 
a question of human rights and human values. It is precisely here that the Church 
has to come in and help in the people's struggles for the humanisation of life - 
for preserving the 'man' in man.... 
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ECUVIEW: "The Church in China (I)" EPS 83.02.24 


The followtng ts excerpted from a talk toward the end of 1982 tn Uppsala by 
Ding Guangxun (K.H. Ting), head of the China Chrtsttan Counetl and the Three- 
Self Patrtotte Movement. The matertal appeared tn fuller form tn, and the 
subheadings were added by, "China Talk" (December 1982),  publtcattion of the 
Untted Methodtst Hong Kong-based China Ltatson Office. Another excerpt ts to 
appear tn a subsequent EPS. 


Athetsm, the Party's Reltgtous Poltcy and Chrtsttan Response: People in the 
West seem to assume that atheism is very much in the air in New China. But 
we have not found that to be the case. The Chinese communists are Marxists 
and hence atheists, but the propagation of atheism does not at all enjoy any 
top priority in their program... The Party is anxious to unite the whole 
people in building up New China and making her prosperous. This surely is 
the common desire of 99% of the Chinese population, a cause which can unite 
Chinese of all walks of life. The Chinese communists know better than any- 
body else that it is a task no group or party can monopolize... 


In order to unite the whole people in this task. the special characteristics 
of all minority groupings need to be respected and not antagonized. Why 
antagonize us Christians and deprive us of our freedom when it is clear that 
Christians want national prosperity and are working for it just as much as 
other citizens? 


..--We have returned to a correct implementation of the religious policy. To 
be sure there are difficulties, complaints and grievances here and there but 
because of this policy ... which had gone into the National Constitution, 
they can be aired before proper authorities and a settlement can always be 
found. 


---For the Church to flourish and to bear the Christian witness, just a 

policy of religious freedom on the part of the State cannot take us far. We 
need to build up a theological self-understanding that can guide us in all 

our decision-making so as to move towards greater and greater self-realization 
as the Church of Jesus Christ in the midst of the Chinese people... 


An Indigeneous Church: ... For the Church in China to be Chinese is a pre- 
requisite for communication. The gospel convicts man of sin. This is an 
intrinsic foreignness, or scandal, which makes its acceptance hard for men 
and women in our natural human inclination. The communicator should refrain 
from putting in any other foreignness to make its acceptance even harder. 
Hence all the seriousness in our work for the growth of the Chinese selfhood 
of the Church in China. The relatedness of the local Church to the Church 
Universal surely has much to do with the making of its selfhood. But the 
concept of locality is an important part of the New Testament doctrine of the 
Church. Locality, nationality and particularity are not accidental but are 
the essential marks of the Universal Church. 


indigentzatton and Foretgn Influence: In order to insure the emergence and 
growth of a Church in China ... we have to raise a protective wall against an 
‘internationalism' which does not give due respect to rightful national 
aspirations. Peoples representing small, weak or old cultures in which some 
great beauty resides are struggling to defend these cultures from being pushed 
towards oblivion by a dominant technological society which is creating a 
sameness throughout the earth. 


It is conceivable that Christians under those circumstances want to express 
their love and support for nation. This is not any narrow nationalism of the 
my-country-right-or-wrong kind... 
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2912: Catchgate in a program of "mariculture" 
(fish raising), Nam-Tan Commune, China 


2913: Floating rafts in another mariculture 


program, Lo Fu Wat, Hong Kong 29:33 


2914,2915: Harvesting fish, Nam-Tan Commune 


Photos: WCC (Wolfgang Schmidt) 
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2916: Nanjing seminary 


2917: A Chinese typewriter at Nanjing 
seminary 


2918: Cereals and beans in a field between 
Shanghai and Nanjing 


2919: A church being prepared for 
reopening 


(An assessment of the current situation of 
the church in China begins in this issue of 
EPS) 


29 


29109 


The photos on both sides were taken 
by Wolfgang Schmidt, 

program secretary with the Ecumenical 
Development Fund, at the World Council 
of Churches, 


Unless otherwise spect fied, photos in Photo Otkowmene are available from the World Counct 
of Churches (Photo Sectton), Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Prices are avatlable on request. 
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SHOPTALK: 


1) Sttuatton reports (avatlable from WCC tnter-church atd commisston [CICARWS] ) 
a: Lebanon-medteal personnel (No. 22, 24 January) 


b: Asta - floods funds 1982 (19 January) 


2) Contact addresses (tn connectton wtth ttems tn thts EPS) 


a: Internattonal Baby Food Action Network (83.02.40) 
CP 167, CH-1211 Geneva 19 
Suttzerland 


Or 


1701 Untversity SE, Minneapolts MN 55414 USA 


Oy? 


Box 1045, Penang, Malaysta 


b: WNattonal Mtrror (83.02.46) 
Box 8199 
Woodlands, Lusaka, Zambta 


3) What do those numbers mean? 


When the EPS numbering system was introduced in January 1982, an explanatton 
was tncluded. But tt may be worth repeating, in ltght of questtons from 
time to time, that the three-part code allows each ttem to be referred to 
separately, without reference to page or tssue of EPS. In the code, the 
first number refers to the year, the second to the month (@.g. 02 = February) 

. the thtrd to the order the item appeared in the month. (Generally, EPS 
carrtes about 100 ttems monthly.) 
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NIGERIA EXODUS Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS APPEAL Service 83.02.25 


GENEVA (EPS) - An ecumenical appeal for US$1 million has been launched to 
assist churches in West Africa in coping with non-Nigerians forced to leave 
that country. 


Nico Keulemans, World Council of Churches emergencies officer, said the 
assistance would go primarily to Ghana, where the bulk of the people told 
to leave Nigeria last month come from. Togo and Benin, which lie between 
Nigeria and Ghana,are also affected by the exodus. 


WCC General Secretary Philip Potter cabled the Christian Council 

of Ghana expressing deep concern about the "mass expulsion" and indicating 
readiness to help. The CCG reply said more than a million Ghanaians are 
involved and are suffering "great hardships." It asked for "assistance in 
drugs, food items, and clothing" and urged that the Christian Council of 
Nigeria be involved in petitioning the Nigerian government for an extension 
of time for the evacuation to take place. 


Keulemans said there has been the usual consultation with the UN and League of 
Red Cross Societies in the WCC effort, and that initial favorable church-agency 
support has come from the Lutheran World Federation, Bread for the World (FRG) 
HEKS (Switzerland), Danchurchaid, and Christian Aid (British Council of Churches). 
He was planning to travel to the area to assess the Situation, along with a 
representative of the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches. 


EPS 
DUTCH REFORMED SET Ecumenical Press 
1986 FOR REUNION i Service 83.02.26 


DEN HAAG, Netherlands (EPS) - Following decisions by the synods of this 
country's two large Reformed denominations (NHK, GKN), 1986 has been set as 
a date when they are to declare themselves in a "state of re-unification." 


In so voting, the NHK synod overruled its moderature (executive body), which 
suggested not fixing a date because of what the NHK news bulletin describes 
as "'a number of differences of approach concerning the manner in which the 
church is governed, and about the nature of the presence of the church in 
society." 


One difference betweeen the two, which separated in the 19th century, is 
that the NHK includes some unbaptized persons on its membership rolls 
because at least one of their parents was or is an NHK member. The GKN does 
not dolthat, 2: 


In some areas, congregations of the two denominations are already actively 
cooperating. However, the bulletin observes, "the more conservative 
congregations, which do not feel much need to cooperate, have real difficulty 
with this decision" [EPS 83.01.45]. 
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UK ARCHBISHOPS SPEAK Ecumenical Press 
ON WAR/PEACE ISSUES Service 83.02.27 


LONDON (EPS) - Two English Archbishops have spoken out on war/peace questions 
as the [Anglican] Church of England general synod prepared this month to 
debate [10 February] a controversial report, "The Church and the Bomb," 
prepared by a CE working group. 


Canterbury Archbishop Robert Runcie, Anglican primate of all England, told 
the Royal Institute of International Affairs, here, that "full-scale nuclear 
war cannot possibly qualify as just war.'' He described the report as a "well 
argued, impressive document," but declined to indicate his personal position 
on it. Among its recommendations is unilateral steps toward disarmament by 
the UK; 


In a sermon at a special eucharist for peace, Liverpool Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop Derek Worlock called unilateral disarmament by the UK a "calculated 
risk" to be taken. He said the UK spends UK£10 billion (10,000 million) on 
armaments and less than a tenth of that on development aid. That he called 
"an affront to the starving peoples of the third world." 


EPS 
PATRIARCH MARKS ECUMENICAL PRESS 
USSR ANNIVERSARY REVIEW 83.02.28 


MOSCOW (EPS) - Patriarch Pimen of Moscow and All Russia and the rest of the 
bishops' synod of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church have issued a message 
marking the 60th anniversary of the formation of the Soviet Union. 


Included in the latest issue of the information bulletin of the ROC external 
church relations department, the message asks the faithful to glorify God "for 
the vigilant care for our Motherland and the Orthodox Church of Russia during 
the past decades." It says that in the 60 years of the USSR "the principles of 
life and interrelations of the peoples within our multinational Fatherland have 
undergone a radical change...with relations...based on the principles of 
fraternity and friendship, cooperation and mutual help." 


Referring to the church's "daily service to the people,'' the message says it is 
one to which the church is "called by patriotism, deeply rooted in history, by 
love to people and by the desire of being of help to man in his needs and in 
his good intentions." 


The ROC bishops "note with satisfaction that during these 60 years our multi- 
national state has been successfully pursuing: peace-loving external policy, 
dedicating much effort and coming out with purposeful initiatives to consolidate 
peace on earth. Today, when the destiny of humanity and every living thing is 
under the threat of perish, the courageous and open position of our country, 


seeking to prevent a world-wide nuclear holocaust, becomes of particular 
importance," they add. 
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CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
BOARD SPEAKS ON WORLD ISSUES Service 83.02.29 


NEW DELHI (EPS) - After a weeklong meeting here, the enlarged presidential 
board of the Prague-based Christian Peace Conference issued statements on 
"issues of global peace from an Asian perspective" and on Central America 
and the Caribbean. . 


The issues statement includes 10 parts — the Indian Ocean, non-aligned summit, 
saving the world from nuclear catastrophe, Japan, Southeast Asia, West Asia, 
China, Afghanistan, Africa, and Europe and the USA. 


On the question of Afghanistan, the CPC says "'the cessation of all subversive 
foreign intervention in the region should also make possible the withdrawal of 
the foreign forces now in Afghanistan." It also supports "just and negotiated 
political settlements, which will enable the Afghan people to develop their 
nation in a socialist and democratic path without outside intervention - open 
or clandestine." 


Referring to the "rape of Lebanon" by Israel, the CPC board says "this atrocity 
is matched only by the extermination programs of Hitler and Pol Pot," former 
leader of Kampuchea. "Had not a separate peace between Tel Aviv and Cairo 
broken the backbone of Arab opposition to Israel, would Israel have dared to 
defy all canons of international relations in its naked, cruel aggression 
against neighbor nations and against the Palestinian people in refugee 

camps?" it asks. 


As for Kampuchea, the board says the success of the Vietnamese-supported 
National United Front for the Salvation of Kampuchea "rescued the nation from 
the jaws of the two monsters," a reference to its previous leadership. 


Noting the presence of both Superpowers in the Indian Ocean, it concentrates 
on "American neo-colonialism," and urges the "dismantling of all foreign 
bases and the evacuation of all foreign forces from the Indian Ocean and its 
Maritime states." 


The statement on Central America says the "present US administration is 
guilty of violently and unjustly threatening the sovereignty of countries 
in this area" and speaks of the "crudely imperialistic policy of the Reagan 
administration's military intervention... We salute,'' it concludes, "the 
progressive forces in the US churches who have already begun to voice their 
protests against the policies of the Reagan administration, and ask them to 
redouble their efforts to stop untoward developments in this area." 
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VISITING SOVIET CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
REPS MEET THE UK PRESS Service 83.02.30 


LONDON (EPS) - A picture of churches in the Soviet Union endorsing the Soviet 
government's policies on peace and disarmament was painted by Metropolitan 
Filaret of Kiev at a press conference at the end of an 11-day visit to Great 
Britain and Ireland by an 11-member delegation he led from churches in the 
Soviet Union [EPS 83.01.47]. 


Noting that the churches had a part to play in mobilizing public opinion on 
disarmament, Metropolitan Filaret remarked that in Europe and North America the 
churches are actively campaigning against the nuclear threat and in favor 

of a freeze on nuclear weapons. 


Asked if the Soviet churches are critical of their own government's policies 

in the way that churches in Europe and North America are, the hierarch replied: 
"The church does not take a critical position about Soviet policy on disarmament 
because the church, which is part of the Soviet population, endorses the peaceful 
initiatives of the government." He said he would welcome unilateral disarmament 
by Britain but this would find an equivalent Soviet response and would thus in 
his view be not unilateral but bilateral disarmament. 


Metropolitan Filaret was also asked about the arrest last August of Zoya 
Khrakhmal'nikova, an Orthodox who compiled an anthology of Christian readings 
entitled "Hope". This was the first time he had heard about this, he said, 
and so there was no comment he could usefully make. "If Khrakhmal'nihova was 
really arrested then she was not arrested for the faith but must have been 
engaged in activities which are considered forbidden by Soviet law," he 
continued. "What exactly was the nature of her anti-Soviet activities I cannot 
say because I do not know." 


Another member of the delegation, Georgian Orthodox Archbishop Konstantin of 
Urbniya, seemed upset by his encounter with Quakers and the ideas they 
apparently put to him of entering into communion with God directly, bypassing 
Jesus Christ. "I am very sad that there are some Christian denominations which 
feel there can be Christianity without Christ," he said. "In my opinion this 
is totally unacceptable." 


Within the delegation there seemed to be a certain difference of opinion over 
the extent of interest in religion in the Soviet Union. Baptist General 
Alexei Bichkov, spoke of a growing interest in religion among intellectuals 
and young people when interviewed on BBC radio. But Metropolitan Filaret 

said at the press conference that reports of religious renewal in the USSR are 
overstressed. He said he does not feel there is a religious renaissance in 
the Soviet Union now. 


Pointing out that every Soviet citizen has the right to profess any religion 
or none at all, the metropolitan added: "At present our churches are full of 
believers and are visited by all sections of the people, including children. 
We feel that the position of the Ghurches in the Soviet Union at the moment is 
a stable one." 


The group was only the second delegation of church leaders from the Soviet 
Union to visit Britain and Ireland. The first came in 1955. Members travelled 
in groups to Ireland (both north and south), Scotland and Wales, and in England 
visited Bristol as well as London and Canterbury. 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 
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CANADIAN CHURCH CONSULTS Ecumenical ona 
ON RELIGIOUS BROADCASTING Sservice!-63). 02". 


The following ts exerpted and adapted from the January-February 
tssue of Actton, newsletter of the London-based World Assoctatton 
for Chrtsttan Communtecatton. 


TORONTO (EPS) -'No religious broadcasting stations for Canada'was a 
clear message sent to leaders of the mainline Christian denominations 
in Canada following an ecumenical consultation held in 10 Canadian 
cities. 


Deep unease about fund-raising methods of some US religious stations, 
their simplistic interpretation of the Christian Faith, appeals to 
self-interest based on such interpretations, and the separation of 
the social from the secular, were among reasons cited for the 
opposition to the establishment of such stations in Canada. Church 
and media people called instead for more and better quality 
programming to give greater visibility to the faith life of Canadians 
on the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) and commercial | 
stations. 


This "Ecumenical Consultation on Religious Broadcasting' was organized 
by interchurch Communication (ICC) representing Anglican, Baptist, 
Lutheran, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and United bodies. Local 
groups held preliminary meetings throughout the country, before the | 
consultation itself. The aim of the local meetings was to listen to 
what people think about religious programming, to discover why and 
how they wish to be present in media, and to learn of local efforts 
to produce and air religious programs so that policy recommendations 
could be made to ICC's sponsors. 


Canadians appear to be far from unanimous on what constitutes 
religious programming. For some it is a worship or prayer service 
intended primarily for sick or shut-ins. For others, it is 
programming that deals with the human condition, that approaches 
current personal and social issues and values from the perspective 
of a religious faith. 


For still others, it is an information program that helps one better 
understand the Canadian religious experience. 


But whatever the preference, the central problem seems to be that 
religious producers lose sight of the entertainmnet factor in tele- 
vision and concentrate instead on a strictly educational approach. 
The end result often is poor television. 


There is confusion on why churches wish to be present in media, with 

a consequent fuzziness concerning the target audiences they are 
attempting to reach. It is far from clear whether they wish to program 
for believers only or for believers and unbelievers alike, whether 
they wish simply to give visibility to their denomination or to reach 
out in terms of improving the quality of life for all concerned | 
citizens, whether to educate formally or to entertain and educate only | 
informally. | 


--.One spin-off from the consultation was the realization that an 
ecumenical approach seems called for...with planning now underway 


in a number of cities to strengthen the ecumenical base. 
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CHURCH REPS RESPOND Ecumenical Press 
TO MEDIA CRITICISM Service 83.02.32 


GENEVA (EPS) - The national councils of churches in the US and Australia have 
issued multi-page rejoinders to critical media portrayals of the work of 
ecumenical organisations. 


In New York, the National Council of Churches released a seven-page response 
to the portion of a network program (CBS' "60 Minutes") devoted to the work 
of the NCC, the World Council of Churches, and various US denominations 

[EPS 83.02.03]. Called "The Gospel According to '60 Minutes,''' the NCC 
response says the tv journalists "proceeded from a purely secular, political 
analysis of the churches' work " and "made no attempt to probe the theological 
bases for the council's work." 


The response deals with "false impressions" said to have been left by the 
program: 


- "money given by churchgoers in the collection plate supports armed revolution 
through the work of national church bodies." 


- "these church groups support communist regimes and movements, or, at the 
least, fund Soviet front organizations" 


- "large amounts of church money and staff time go to dubious causes" 
- "ecumenical and denominational leaders are not worthy of trust" 


- council "critics featured in the segment were randomly selected as typical 
representatives of their denomination." 


A release from the Australian Council of Churches takes up a Reader's Digest 
piece on the WCC, published in the US edition in August [EPS 82.08.07] and 
appearing in the Australian edition last month. Authored by ACC World Christian 
action executive secretary Ron O'Grady, the ACC piece says the RD article is 
"so badly researched and so full of half-truths that every paragraph is a mis- 
leading statement. It repeats accusations which have been proved false by 
countless church investigations." 


Also last month, the Australian magazine Bulletin published a cover story on 
that country's Uniting Church describing it as "under threat from the left," 
with "liberation theologists" having taken over its "political arm." The 
article concludes that "the Uniting Church currently shows no sign that it is 
capable of controlling its [left-wing] servants." 


Here, WCC Communication Director John Bluck sent a letter to CBS producer Don 
Hewitt. In it, Bluck expresse$ surprise at what he judges to be the program's 
lack of independence and originality and its preconceived ideas. 


In Washington, representatives of the Institute on Religion and Democracy, 
which figured prominently in the CBS segment and in a recent Reader's Digest 
article about the NCC, said they "are not asking anyone to leave their 
denominations.'' IRD executive committee chairperson Edmund Robb, a Methodist 
evangelist, said "We are seeking reform within the denominations." 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.02.33-39 


83.02.33: WACC-book 

The London-based World Association for Christian Communication 

and Centre for the Study of Communication and Culture have launched 
a new book series, on communication and human values. First book 
in the series’ is called Cultural Autonomy in Global Communications. 
In it Dutch researcher Cees Hamelink Surveys the debate on the New 
World Information and Communication Order. 


83.02.34: Netherlands-bapttsm 

The synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) has decided 
that replacement baptismal certificates will only be supplied for 
church purposes. The decision came as a response to the use of 
the documents by some as a "declaration of non-Jewishness" in 
connection with travel to or work in some Arab countries. 


83.02.35: Netherlands—vtdeo 

Some Dutch Reformed (NHK) congregations are video taping some of 
their activities, such as worship services, and then discussing 
them in terms of what would attract or repel non-church people. 


83.02.36: Czechoslovakta-convicttons 

The Swiss Roman Catholic news agency Kipa reports two young Roman 
Catholics were convicted in Bratislava, Czechoslovakia, of the 
"illegal" distribution of religious writing and organisation of 
"unauthorized" meetings. It adds that "a great number" of persons 
assembled at the place where the trial took place to “show their 
solidarity with the accused." About four Czechoslovaks in five 
are counted as Christian. About three Christians in five are 
reckoned Roman Catholics. The country's population is about 15 
million. ; 


83.02.37:  Spatn-abortton 

Oviedo Archbishop Gabino Diaz Merchan, president of the Spanish 
Roman Catholic bishops' conference, has signaled the opposition of 
the hierarchy to proposals by the government to make abortion legal 
in Spain in certain cases (if the mother's life is in danger, or 

if the unborn child is severely deformed or was conceived as a 
result of rape), Diaz Merchan called abortion a "diminution of human 
dignity." The subject was on the bishops' agenda during their 
meeting this month. 


83.02.38: Netherlands—-debts 

The deacons of the Reformed (NHK) congregation in Zeist, Netherlands, 
have written to several local banks outlining problems which come 
when people are lent too much money. They say such debtors are 
turning to church diaconal institutions whenthey find themselves 
unable to meet their payments. They urge the banks to end liberal 
loan practices. 


83.02.39: Austrta-tax 


An Austrian district court has granted a claim bv a person for 
church-tax exemption on grounds that he was unwillingly made part 
of the church when he was baptized as a child. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.02.40-46 


83.02.40: Baby food-code 

The International Baby Food Action Network, with offices in Geneva, Minneapolis 
(Minnesota, US), and Panang (Malaysia), says the 1981 International Code of 
Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes was violated nearly 15 million times 

in 1982 by 83 companies in 50 countries. It includes a month-by-month 
compilation in a review released at the end of last month. Practices contrary 
to the code IBFAN describes include direct advertising to the public of the 
substitutes for mothers' milk, use of health care facilities to promote the 
products, distribution of samples, inappropriate promotion to health workers, and 
incorrect labelling. IBFAN counts several religious groups among its 
participating organisations around the world. 


83.02.41: Czechoslovakta-support 

The Czechoslovak press agency CTK says Czechoslovak religious representatives 

have expressed appreciation for "Soviet peace initiatives and the conclusions of 
the Warsaw Pact summit."’ CTK was reporting on a meeting between the representative 
and the country's vice president. It added that they "also said they would 

guide the faithful to support the noble thoughts [expressed during the summit] 

and to accomplish tasks related to the development of socialismin Czechoslovakia." 


83.02.42: Mennontte-medta 


The [US] Inter Mennonite Media Group, made up of broadcast agencies of four 


denominations, has discontinued plans for an evening television special on simple 
living. Launchéd in 1979 with a budget of US$750,000, the tv-program project 

was cancelled last month with about US#200,000 raised. Besides the fund-raising 
difficulties, project director Barth Hague said Mennonite priorities changed 

over the years, with simple living becoming less an issue as questions related 

to military service and nuclear disarmament took greater attention. 


83.02.43:  US=-Chrtsttan /Jewish 


The first of a projected seven US regional dialogues involving Christian and 
Jewish seminarians from a wide range of traditions within each religion took 
place at a seminary in the Dallas, Texas, area. Organisers say it is the first 
event of its kind. 


83.02.44: Peru-charges 


Peru's Roman Catholic bishops have rejected government charges that some priests 
and nuns are engaged in political and/or violent actions. The bishops express 
"surprise and consternation" at the charges, made especially against non-Peruvian 
church workers. 


83.02.45: Mozambtque-lay leaders 


Kipa, the Swiss Roman Catholic news agency, reports that a shortage of ordained 
ministers and overseas missionaries has led to a notable increase in lay leader- 
ship in Mozambique parishes. 


83.02.46: Zambta-archbtshop 


The church-related National Mirror newspaper of Zambia reports Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Emmanuel Milingo told it in a phone interview that "many 

leading lights in the church are becoming interested in my healing methods," 

and that six medical examinations have showed him, mentally sound. Last April, 

he was called to the Vatican following controversy related to his healing ministry 
and administrative abilities [EPS 82.12.52]. He also reported that while on a 
trip to the shrine in Fatima, France, "people....wanted to kidnap me...and bring 
me back to Zambia." He said he refused to go along with the plans because 

"I am prepared to suffer in this way." He reported his first meeting with the 
pope since his recall to Rome was last 30 December. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in brief from Church and Secular Sources 83.02.47-49 


83.02.47: France-Reformed 


At its meeting last month, the national council of the Reformed Church of 
France (ERF) spent much of its time preparing for the next ERF national 

synod (12-15 May) and considering ecumenical relations, notably with the Roman 
Catholic Church, the largest grouping of French Christians. 


83.02.48: Netherlands-Srt Lanka 


The Council of Churches in the Netherlands has written to the president of Sri 
Lanka to express concern about the fate of clergy imprisoned there on charges of 
violating the country's laws against terrorism [EPS 83.12.15]. The council asks 
that those held be released, or at least charged. 


83.02.49: "Catholte Alternative" 


"Catholic Alternative" is the name taken by an FRG-based group in Old Catholicism, 
Group aim is promoting that tradition as an option for those who consider 
Roman Catholicism too authoritarian. Headed by Johannes Heinrichs, a Bonn 
philosophy professor who was 16 years a Jesuit, the group's German name 
(Alternative Katholisch) is a play on the German name for the church (Alt 
Katholisch). Old Catholicism groups about 400,000 Christians round the world, 

in communion with the Old Catholic Archbishop of Utrecht, Netherlands. Its 

last world congress met in Vienna in September 1982 [EPS 32.10.14]. 
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ECUVIEW: "Questions for Christians about Race" EPS? 83%,02..50 


The following "quertes to help Friends" were approved by the 15th trtenntal 
meeting of the Friends World Committee for Consultation in Katmost, Kenya, 

Last year. The London-based FWCC ts the Quaker organtsation whitch parttctpates 
tn the annual meetings of representatives of Christian World Communtons. 


1. Are we aware of the way in which our social institutions contribute, and 
continue to contribute, to racialism? 


2. Have Friends directly or indirectly supported commercial organizations 
thriving on racial exploitation? 


af Do Friends attempt to provide their children with enriching and positive 
inter-racial experiences? 


4. Are Friends aware of the extent to which race and culture affect profits 
and privileges? Can Friends identify particular instances? Are Friends 
willing to share, materially and spiritually, with persons of other colours 
and/or races? 


5. What efforts are made to welcome, and make easy, persons of cultures and 
colour other than our own into Monthly Meetings of the Society of Friends 
and Friends' committees? 


6. Are Friends with responsibilities in teaching and media presentation care- 
ful of the canons of honest scholarship and research? Do we take care to 
examine such works for premises and assumptions that have roots in 
racialism? 


7. Are Friends active in trying to help overcome the contemporary effects of 
past and present exploitation and deprivation of people who are racially 
different? 
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ECUVIEW: "The Church in China (II)" EPS 83.02.51 


The followtng ts excerpted from a talk toward the end of 1982 tn Uppsala by 
Ding Guangxun (K.H. Ting), head of the China Christian Council and the Three- 
Self Patrtotte Movement. The material appeared in fuller form in, and the 
subheadings were added by, "China Talk" (December 2982), a publication of the 
Untted Methodtst Hong Kong-based China Ltatson Office. Another excerpt 
appeared as EPS 83.02.24. 


Christian Love and Chinese Soctalism: ...Some China-watchers in Church 
circles abroad alarm us by reporting their discovery of something salvific in 
the claims and intentions of our revolutionaries, thereby accusing them of 
usurping God. I do not think any problem is solved if we misrepresent other 
persons and knock our own misrepresentation down. 


As far as I can see, the revolutionaries in China have not advanced any 
soteriological program or promised the making of the new man in the Pauline 
sense. Their aim is simply to make human beings better ... to make, through 
education, more and more Chinese public-hearted enough to have the welfare of 
others and of the socialist motherland in mind while making personal choices. 
We admire this gigantic program for social and human transformation. It 


enjoys our goodwill and support. This is the least that Christian love should 
mean... 


We do not think the success of Christian evangelism depends on the failure of 
the socialist experiment in. transforming the country and the people. Indeed 
our success depends to a large extent on the identification of ourselves with 
the people in the experiment... 


Evangeltsm tn Datly Life: Evangelization happens where Christians live and 
work. There are pressures within as well as outside our Christian communities 
to make us accept the fate of the ghetto. We resist these pressures... Our 
very participation ... in various walks of life is invaluable from the evan- 
gelistic point-of-view... Our presence makes people raise questions about 
Christianity, and that is evangelism... 


A 'Powerless' Church: The Church in China has relinquished all educational 
and medical institutions and what a liberation that was. Within a socialist 
social system, no private group, least of all the self-supporting Church, 
could possibly afford to maintain these institutions at a level equal to the 
ones run by the state for the general public without making exorbitant charges 
and thus catering only to a thin layer of elitists. 


This stripping down, or travelling light, should not be a cause for depression. 
Today, we find the Church fulfilling, necessarily only in a small way, a four- 
fold mandate: worship, nurture, concern for the welfare of the people, and 
witness... 


In a sense the Church has lost power. But the Church has really evangelized 
better out of powerlessness. Facts have shown that the strength of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ is manifested with much greater force through the Church's 
poverty, weakness and vulnerability... 


Selfhood and Interdependence: ...In spite of all the talk about a "split! 
within Chinese Protestantism, emanated largely by splittists in Hong Kong, we 
are thankful to be able to say that Chinese Protestantism has never been united 
on such a large scale as it is today... 
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2902: Parade of the Sandinista Popular Guard 2903: A child stands behind 
sacks of coffee 2904: A nationalized sugar plant, once owned by the Somoza 
family, whom the Sandinistas overthrew 2905: A nun shows a picture of a 


Sandinista supporter. Photos: WCC (Daniel Caselli) | 
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*2906: Poster urging people to complete school trainl 
§2907: Primary-school students 

*2908: A child learns to use a sewing machine 

§2910: Seminary chapel, Mantanzas 

*2911: School children on an outing 


*2912: A sign urging energy conservation 


Photos: WCC (#Barbel von Wartenberg, §Wolfgang Schmidt) 
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Unless otherwise spectfited, photos in Photo Oikoumene are avatlable from the World Counct 
of Churches (Photo Sectton), Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Prices are avatlable on request. 
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CONFERENCE COMMENDS Ecumenical Press 
INTERFAITH APPROACH Service 83.02.52 


GRAND BAIE, Mauritius (EPS) - A call for a multi-religious approach to current 
world challenges has been made by an international interfaith meeting on this 
Indian Ocean island. "We must not imagine," says the message from the 10-day 
conference [25 January - 3 February], that such global issues as peace and 
justice can be undertaken or even addressed in a meaningful way by any one 
religious tradition alone." 


Participants - Buddhist, Christian, Jewish, Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, and 
representatives of traditional indigenous religions of Africa and North America - 
came from 19 countries. Convened under the theme "the meaning of life" by the 
dialogue subunit (DFI) of the World Council of Churches, the gathering was part 
of preparation for the WCC assembly next 24 July - 10 August in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada. Many participants here are also expected at the 
assembly. 


The conference was officially opened by Mauritius Prime Minister Aneerood 
Jugnauth. He is a Hindu, as is the majority of the population, which also 
includes sizable groups of Buddhists, Christians and Muslims. 


"We live today in a materialistic world", the prime minster said, "in which. 
much religious practice has become superficial or neglected. But we know that 
the pursuit of wealth has nowhere in the world brought happiness and that only 
the search for God can bring our salvation’) he observed. 


In daily conference sessions, delegates heard and discussed papers prepared 
from the religious perspectives represented, in four areas of the conference 
theme, parallel to the four sub-themes to be considered by the WCC assembly: 
dignity of life, life and death, the quality of life, and life in community. 
Conferees also divided into working groups to discuss the eight “issues” to 
be considered in Vancouver: witness, unity, participation, health, peace, 
justice, learning, and communication. 


Each morning's session began with meditation periods, during which a representative 
of one of the religious communities introduced readings, songs, prayers, chants 

or other rites from the tradition as a stimulus to individual silent reflection 

by the group. Further insight into each other's religious practices came - 

during a day set aside for delegates to visit a Hindu temple, a Muslim 
mosque, a Buddhist pagoda and a Christian monastery. 


The group agreed on a number of recommendations to enhance the visibility and 
participation of guests from other faiths at Vancouver, with special emphasis 
given to the need to encourage multi-religious contributions to assembly 
discussions of the common human problems of peace, injustice and racism. 


"We welcome the initiative, the openness and the vision of the WCC and of others 
in moving towards dialogue....We trust that the assembly will reaffirm its 
continued commitment to and support for dialogue," the message says. 


The conference also endorsed a project of its local host, Anglican Indian Ocean 
Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, for a multi-religious meeting later this year in 
the UK on moral and spiritual evils of apartheid, the South African system 

of race separation. Huddleston retires as archbishop in April and then plans 

to continue to work against apartheid as head of the British Anti-Apartheid 
Movement. 


Marlin VanElderen (edttor, One World magazine) 
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OBSERVER ASSESSES Ecumenical Press 
ANGLICAN/RC REPORT Service 83.02.53 


JERUSALEM (EPS) - German Lutheran theologian Giinther Gassmann, who was World 
Council of Churches observer at official international Anglican/Roman Catholic 
theological dialogue commission (ARCIC), has summed up its 12 years of work as 
"on a global level...the most intensive and extensive dialogue so far." 


ARCIC published its final report last March [EPS 82.03.50,84; 82.04.49]. A 
second commission to continue the dialogue is expected to be formed this year 
or next. In a review presented to a gathering of religious scholoars at the 
Tantur ecumenical institute here, Gassman said the group's "short, condensed 
and concise texts...are a far cry from the jargon and verbosity of certain 
ecumenical and other texts." 


He added that the group report's perspective on the church "could be of great 
significance and help for other dialogues as well and also for those churches 
which are accustomed to view the church only in terms of the local congregation 
and perhaps as some regional or national church organisation. 


Gassmann, now interconfessional dialogue secretary at the Geneva-based Lutheran 
World Federation, also critiqued the ARCIC process and report by noting that 
differing Anglican and Roman Catholic "structures of thought and diverse ways 
of doing theology" complicated them. 


Gassmann said that while Roman Catholics can rely on official doctrinal positions, 
"Anglicans are without a corresponding frame of reference," with authoritative 

Anglican teaching "more varied and fluid and less easily detectable for a dialogue 
partner." 


He also suggested that because the ARCIC agreed statements devote little attention 
to a historical perspective, the commission "leaves the reader of these texts 

who has not been involved in the process of convergence within the commission 
without any clues as to what considerations and developments, modifications and 
broadening of traditional theological positions have led to the consensus 


presented. This," he observed, "is a fundamental problem for the reception of 
all dialogue results." 


Gassmann described as "unfortunate" and "unnecessary" observations on the final 
report published last April by the Vatican's doctrinal unit [EPS 82.04.87]. He 
regretted that that action would "inevitably prejudge the process of reception." 


EPS 


NZ HOLIDAY PROMPTS Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH DISCOMFORT Service 83.02.54 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand (EPS) - On 6 February each year, New Zealanders 
commemorate a 19th century treaty between representatives of the 
country's Maori (indigenous) population and the British settlers. 


But the way in which Waitangi Day is marked makes at least some church people 
"increasingly uncomfortable" reports the church and society commission of the 
National Council of Churches in New Zealand. 


Following an ecumenical discussion on the issue this month, NCCNZ Church and 
Society Secretary Alan Brash reported that while "we have countless reasons to 
give thanks to God as New Zealanders...we dare not ignore, as we have in the 
past, the fact that as a dominant Pakeha [white] community we have violated our 
treaty promises to the Maori...repeatedly from 1840 until the present. We 
therefore urge the churches," he continued, "to take a new look at the facts, 
to acknowledge the sinfulness and injustice in our history and commit ourselves 
to seeking action wherever that is possible." 


The NCC notes it and several NCC denominations have "expressed strong protests 
at the shape of our national 'celebration' at the Waitangi Treaty House, with 
its naval display and too easy talk of 'one people.'" 


In a related development, the NCC church and society commission has telegrammed 
its concern about a proposed national evangelistic campaign under the auspices 
of Youth With a Mission, "lest that be a presentation of a superficial 
reconciliation with God and neighbor, out of all relationship to the injustices 
which need to be redeemed before reconciliation can be meaningful." The 
campaign was scheduled to be launched on Waitangi Day. 


EPS 
FORGIVENESS SERVICE FAILS Ecumenical Press 
AT ENGLISH ANGLICAN SYNOD Servite"e3 .02 55 


LONDON (EPS) - ‘Opposition from the [Anglican] Church of England's Evangelical 
wing has prevented it from including in its official liturgy a "form for the 
reconciliation of a penitent." To be given final approval the proposed service 
needed a two-thirds majority in each of the three houses (bishops, clergy, 
laity) of the CE general synod. This it failed to get in the house of laity. 


Evangelical objections centred on the service including the phrase "I absolve 
you" in one of the two alternative forms for the priest to use in giving 
absolution. This, they argued, ascribes to the priest something belonging only 
to God. The CE 1662 Book of Common Prayer uses the phrase "I absolve thee" in 
the form of absolution provided in the service for the visitation of the Sick, 
The proposed new service states in its introduction that the priest "declares 
God's forgiveness to the penitent sinner." 


Also on its first day [8 February] the synod learned that in July it can have 

a preliminary debate on the final report of the Anglican/Roman Catholic 
International Commission along with the World Council of Churches! theological 
convergence text on baptism, eucharist and ministry. Full consideration of the 
ARCIC report is to be completed by 1986, following referral to the 44 CE dioceses. 


The synod also learned that the 44 CE diocesan bishops cost an average of about 
UKE 75,000 in stipends, housing, staff and other official expenses. The 64 
assisting bishops of various types average UK£ 17,500 annually. Episcopal 
expenses thus totalled about UKE 4.4 million. 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 
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CHURCH TEAM REPORTS Ecumenical Press 
ON VISIT TO WEST US Service 83.02.56 


Orange, California, US (EPS) - "The surprising extent and intensity of involve- 
ment in peace issues" by US Christians emerged as the strongest single impression 
gained during a two-week visit to the Western US by a 15-member World Council 

of Churches team. 


The visitors, representing a variety of churches from five continents, shared 
their findings here during a reporting session at Chapman College, a Disciples 
of Christ institution. Separate presentations were made by three sub-groups 
of the team, one of which visited Washington and Oregon, the second northern 
California, and the third southern California and Arizona. Each itinerary 
included contacts with local churches, ecumenical organizations and church- 
related social projects. 


The visitation team was one of about 75 such groups visiting roughly, 100 
countries during the months preceding the next WCC assembly, in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada, 24 July - 10 August. 


Referring to the peace witness of church groups, the visitors noted that "the 
gravity of the arms race is recognized as one of the most important issues of 
our time" and observed the link which some activists are recognizing between 
peace and justice -- a connectiom the team .said needs strengthening. 


The extent of poverty, hunger, homelessness and unemployment in the US was 
unexpected by the visitors. "We tend to see the US as a very affluent country," 
said one team member, who mentioned the continuing debate in the US about whether 
churches or government should have primary responsibility for addressing the 
needs of the poor. 


While the team was in the US, CBS television aired its controversial segment 
critical of the WCC and other church agencies. During the second week of their 
visit team members spent much time responding to questions generated by the TV 
program. The visitors found the wide and deep impact of the program surprising; 
they suggested that church unpreparedness to deal with such attacks and the 
seemingly widespread ignorance about the structure of the eumenical movement 

and its tasks could be "costly to the churches." 


Team included church leaders from Kenya, Sweden, Argentina, Jamaica, South Korea, 
West Germany, Hungary and the Philippines, as well as WCC staff persons from 
Geneva and US ecumenical officials. Among traditions represented were Lutheran, 
Methodist, Reformed, Anglican, Baptist and United. 


Jean Caffey Lyles (assoetate editor, Chrtsttan Century magazine) 
[See also EPS 83.02.76] 
EPS 


GDR CHURCH-STATE TENSIONS Ecumenical Press 
ON PEACE ISSUES REPORTED Service 83.02.57 


GENEVA (EPS) - Separate reports indicate that various military and peace issues 
continue to cause some problems between church and state authorities in the 
GDR (East Germany). 


New York-based Religious News Service reports from Berlin that the 40,000- 
circulation Sunday newspaper of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony had 
to be reprinted at church expense after the government objected to a child's 
anti-war poem included in the issue, and blocked distribution of the paper. 
Reprinted without the poem, the issue was circulated. 


"Paper is scarce and expensive in East Germany and reprinting meant not only 
a financial loss for a church with limited resources but also a probable cutback 
on the size of the next couple of issues," RNS says. 


Lutheran World Information, based here, reports that the bulletin of a GDR 
organisation to which youth 6-14 automatically belong says members’ military 

training is to be intensified. Children are taught, it says, that military 

training is a continuous and necessary process for the "strengthening and protection 
of the GDR."' Church representatives have objected to emphases on military training 
Por school-ace children. [EPS 82.10.78 |., 


. EPS 
SWISS CHURCH REPS RAP Ecumenical Press 
DEVELOPMENT AID PLANS Service 83.02.58 


BERNE (EPS) - Swiss church representatives have asked that Swiss overseas 
development aid not be included in adjustmants planned to balance the 
1984-86 Swiss federal budgets. 


In a memorandum to Swiss President Pierre Aubert, the council of the Federation 
of Swiss Protestant Churches, the Swiss Roman Catholic bishops' conference, and 
the bishop and synod council of the Old Catholic Church of Switzerland, object 
to a proposal that development aid - 3 percent of the total budget - be the 
object of nearly 20 percent of the planned economies. 


They note a federally approved target of development aid equal to 0.35 percent 
of Swiss gross national product by 1985, and observe that under the plans, the 
level would only reach 0.26 percent. Currently (1981 figures) Switzerland ranks 
14th of 17 Western countries in per capita development aid. 


NOTE: The followtng ts EMBARGOED unttl 17h00 GMT, 13 February: 

In a related move, several Swiss church and other development agencies have 
announced a joint petition-signing effort to increase Swiss development aid. 
Its slogan is "aid today to survive tomorrow." 


EPS 


MEDIA CRITIQUES PROMPT Ecumenical Press 
MOR#® CHURCH RESPONSES Service 83.02.59 


GENEVA (EPS) - Church representatives in the US and Australia have issued _ 
additional responses to separate media presentations critical of aspects of 
denominational and ecumenical work [EPS 83.02.32, 03]. 


In New York, 23 leaders in 18 World Council of Churches member denominations © 
expressed their "strong solidarity with the World Council, and our unified 
condemnation of the tactics being used in efforts to discredit it." Their 
statement was prompted by a CBS television network segment last month. 


In Sydney, both the president and secretary of the Uniting Church in Australia 
assembly responded negatively to Bulletin magazine cover stories last month 
describing the UCA, Choice magazine, and the Australian Broadcasting Commission 
as "the radical .left's new power bases." UCA Assembly President Rolland Busch 
speaks of the magazine's "distortions" and "misrepresentations which increase 
misunderstanding and deepen divisions within an already sorely divided nation." 


The US church leaders say that in the tv segment, "truths were presented in 
twisted fashion, less-than-complete data were offered so as to support the 
views of those opposing the council, and persons with firsthand knowledge were 
accorded less time (and less courtesy) than were speakers for a group... 
dedicated to disruption of the many good works the council does....All this 

is poor journalism, and poorer ethics." 


The leaders add that they "do not pretend the World Council is a perfect 
organization. Neither are any of our churches. For all are made up of 
sinfully imperfect individuals." However, they continue, "the council is as 
near to the standard expected of Christian institutions as those who constitute 
it can make it. We believe that its decisions, its projects, its advocacies, 
are in keeping with the highest and finest Christian beliefs." 


Denominations represented by the signers are: Episcopal Church, United 
Presbyterian Church, United Church of Christ, Reformed Church in America, 
Lutheran Church in America, American Lutheran Church, African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church, Presbyterian Church in the US, United Methodist Church, 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Progressive National Baptist Convention, 
Moravian Church in America, American Baptist Churches, Friends United Meeting, 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, Church of the Brethren, Apostolic Catholic 
Assyrian Church of the East,and National Council of Community Churches. 


In his response to the magazine piece, UCA Assembly Secretary David Gill says 

it is "transparently clear" that the UCA has been "substantially misrepresented. 
Whether this stems from journalistic incompetence, malice, or something else 

I cannot judge."' He says the article author's "favourite journalistic trick" 

is a "damning assertion bereft of substantiating evidence." 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.02.60-66 


83.02.60: Presbytertan-witthdrawal 

In the past three years, about 100 of the 6000-plus congregations of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA have voted to leave the denomination. 
A progress report on a study of why indicates that most of them had long- 
standing dissatisfaction with the denomination and were related to one or 
more networks of other dissatisfied groups. The study also indicates that 
the question of property ownership often precipitated withdrawal votes. (in 
1981, the UPC made clear that individual congregations are not the owners 

of their property.) It also says that withdrawing congregations had a 
history of below-average contributions to UPC mission efforts, and that some 
experienced "an influx of new members without a sense of Presbyterian identity" 
who tended to believe in congregational autonomy. 


83.02.61: Presbytertan-ordinatton 

A unit of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA has approved a long-range 
study of the nature of ordination and installation. It is to cover, among other 
things, "a number of questions that have persisted in the church over the past 
half-dozen years," including the relationship of ordained ministry to the 
ministry of all Christians, and the relationship of the three UPC ordained 
offices (minister of the word, ruling elder, deacon). 


83.02.62: Holy year-Luther 

Pope John Paul has noted the convergence of his recently proclaimed holy year 
(beginning at the end of next month) and the 500th anniversary of the birth of 
church reformer Martin Luther, next November. Speaking to a group of visiting 
bishops from the FRG, the pope said the coincidence "makes the ecumenical 
question particularly important." He referred to theological disagreements 
about indulgences - partial remissions of sin granted by church authorities in 
connection with good works or special devotions - and observed that "it may 
become clear that indulgences...are intended simply as a concrete response to 
that fundamental truth of faith" that "all Christian life is a continuous 
practice of penance." He said indulgences would be among the topics discussed 
by the synod of bishops meeting later this year. 


83.02.63: UK-fees 
A unit of the British Council of Churches has called on the UK parliament to 
substantially reduce fees for rhose who wish to become UK citizens. 


83.02.64: Surtname-protest 

Suriname's Council of Christian Churches has protested that the new government 
resembles a "totalitarian country where human rights and liberties are not 
guaranteed." 


83.02.65: S Korea-rights 
South Korea's Roman Catholic bishops have issued a statement condemning human 
rights violations in that country. 


83.02.66: S Africa-untty 


The [South African] Church Unity Commission has decided to press ahead with a 
revised plan to unite Anglican, Reformed, and Methodist denominations. CUC 
Secretary Joe Wing said the commission is "disappointed but not discouraged" by 
the Anglican synod decision last November not to accept major elements of a 
proposed covenant among the denominations, which the other groups had previously 
endorsed [EPS 82.11.28. 82, 07, 101]. Part of the Anglican resolution said that 
as a "matter of urgency," CUC should "prepare and submit proposals for visible 
union for consideration by the churches." Preparation of a reunion plan was put 
on ice some years ago while CUC concentrated on a covenant. CUC resolved also 
to act to heighten black interest in church unity efforts. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.02.6/-74 


83.02.67: ROCOR-dtstrtbutton 


The bishops' synod of the New York-based Russian Orthodox Church Outside of 
Russia is distributing "extracts from letters recently received from the 
Soviet Union" including discussions of church services held in connection with 
the death of Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev and "restrictions on the production 
of icons." The ROCOR says it is the continuation of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, whose current leadership it criticizes strongly. 


83.02.68: Methodist-petttton bt ? 
The South African embassy in London refused to accept a petition in support of 


a South African Methodist, Cedric Mayson, whose treason trial was scheduled to 
begin this month [7 February]. Organisers say 17,000 signed the document, 
including nine presidents of the British Methodist Conference. 


83.02.69: Swtss/French-Protestant 
Representatives of the Swiss and French Protestant Federations held their annual 


meeting at the end of last month. The Paris-based Protestant Information 
Bulletin reports five main agenda items - relations with Roman Catholicism, 
Protestant cooperation in Western Europe, relations with Judaism and Islam, 
world peace, and the World Council of Churches assembly. 


83.02.70: WCC assembly-chtldren 

Local planners for the WCC assembly, 24 July - 10 August in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada, have published suggestions for four sessions to prepare 
children 5-12 for the international, ecumenical event. The sessions - "the 
rainbow connection," "symbols unite us,"' "the ecumenical experience," "celebrate 
the rainbow'' - include a visit with children from another denomination. 


83.02.71: S Afrtca-crtttictsm 


The conference of Roman Catholic bishops of South Africa and neighboring states 
has criticized South African government proposals for constitutional reform 

which would allow the country's Indians and Coloureds (those classed as mixed 
race) to join whites in a three-chamber parliament. The bishops say the 

proposal is unjust to the 70 percent of the population which is black and which 
would have no voting rights under the plan [Related items: EPS 83.01.61, 83.02.02], 


83.02.72: Guatemala-prestdent ' 
Open Doors, a Conservative Evangelical group based in Orange, California, US; 


Says that Guatemalan President Efrain Rios Montt "enjoys attending different 
churches around Guatemale City each Sunday. He often just turns up with his 
bodyguards without warning." The group quotes him as saying that such activities 
let him "talk to people and I insist on their taking seriously II Chronicles 
7:14, and also Romans 13."" (The first promises forgiveness and national 
prosperity to those who turn from evil; the second counsels obedience to the 
civil authorities as servants of God.) 


83.02.73: Sweden-confesston 


The Stockholm-based Church Information Center reports that "many pastors in 
the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden have noticed that the demand from people to make 


a [individuallconfession [of sins to a priest]...has dramatically increased in 
recent years." 


83.02.74: FRG-PCR 


Eleven Westphalian (FRG) theological students have sent part of their earnings 
to the special fund of the World Council of Churches Programme to Combat Racism. 
They said in an accompanying statement that they consider their gift a "symbolic 
action in the controversy which is raging inthe Evangelical Church of Germany 

in connection with the special fund and the WCC." 
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ECUTEXT "Message on the Meaning of Life" EPS 83.02.75 


The followtng is excerpted from the message of an tnternattonal, interfatth 
conference on "the meantng of life" held 25 January - 3 February tn Maurtttus 
tn connectton with preparatton for the WCC assembly later this year | 
[EPS 83.02.52]. It ts addressed to assembly delegates and "all who shure our 
concern and hope for ltfe." 


...The theme of the WCC's Assembly, "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World", is 
the particular affirmation of Christians. However, in each of our traditions, 
we as people of faith affirm Life in its fullness, its mystery, and its 
relation to Ultimate Reality, and in doing so express our urgent concern for 
justice, compassion, and hope in a world beset with injustice, indifference, 
and despair. 


In our dialogue, we spoke from the standpoint of our own religious and cultural 
traditions, and we listened carefully to one another. We came to understand 
more clearly where we differ. But we also discovered where we converge and 

can affirm basic values and hopes together as religious people, not at the 
"lowest common denominator", but at the very heart of our deepest commitments 
and convictions. 


We share an affirmation of the fullness and the deep interrelatedness of all 
life - human life to life, human life to the life of the world of nature, and 
all life to its divine source...We share an affirmation that we, as human beings 
are not only given, but entrusted with, the gift of life. That sacred trust 
calls us to compassionate and responsible action, both personal and communal. 


In a world of unconscionable disparity between rich and poor, powerful and 
powerless, and of blasphemous discrimination between races, we feel deeply 
that our religious traditions command us to pursue justice, with unceasing 
effort, not only on behalf of those of our own religious community, but for 
ci Uae 


We share the affirmation that the mystery of life transcends death, and in 

each of our religious traditions, in our distinctive ways, we affirm life even 
as we face our own death and mourn the death of loved ones. Today, however, 

the interrelation and continuity of life and death, of birth and death, are 
threatened and distorted by the sheer magnitude of the forces of death, the 
nuclear arsenals held in threat to destroy millions of human beings and, indeed, 
capable of destroying life itself. 


In this critical time it is morally imperative for us all to "choose life" and 
dismantle the forces of death, to cooperate with one another in the search for 
peace, and to turn.away from the narrowness of vision - national, racial and 
religious - which has polarized so many parts of our world into hostile camps 
competing in violence and the threat of violence. 


In our search for peace we acknowledge that all too often in the past, and even 
today, various parts of the world have been torn by strife in the name of 
"religion". As we meet we are painfully conscious of the continuing crisis in 
the Middle East, where people of three of our religious traditions are tragically 
divided. Religion has been too often misused to divide and oppose. Now we must 
strive as religious people to reconcile and unite. 


We share the affirmation that at the heart of our traditions is an ethic of non- 
violence and forgiveness....We may affirm life in its fullness and speak the word 
of peace, but we know that life is in peril and the world is not at peace....We 
want to stress the genuine importance and value of dialogue....speaking and 
listening with openness to one another in a common search for justice and peace... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Ecumenical Observations on the US" EPS 83.02.76 


The following are among observations by a 1é-member, international church team 
whieh vtstted the US for two weeks last month [EPS 83.02.56]. Thts summary 

of some of tts findings was prepared by Jean Caffey Lyles, associate editor 
of Chrtsttan Century magazine. 


A "sign of life'’ can be seen in the extensive involvement of US Christians in 
such human-rights efforts as resettlement of refugees and advocacy for migrant 
workers, as well as "a great readiness to help" with such humanitarian projects 
as food pantries, and shelters for homeless persons. 


Some church groups are beginning to question traditional views that equate 
capitalism and Christianity. 


One group discerned "signs of death" in the sharp contrast they saw when they 
first visited the Lockheed Corporation where "impressive technologies are put 

to destructive use to build armaments," and then viewed food lines for the hungry 
and tent cities for the homeless. 


Many congregations seemed to have little awareness of things happening outside 

the US (partly because of the media's skimpy reporting of international news), 

and to outsiders the society seemed to be concentrating on parochial issues. 

In particular, visitors detected a lack of knowledge about socialist countries. 
Some churches, however, appeared to be struggling for new sources of information-- 
for example by sending deputations to El Salvador to observe developments there. 


Team members who visited a wheat farm learned that farmers have difficulty in 
marketing their produce and warehouses stand full of grain in the US while hunger 
abounds in other parts of the world. 


"Horizontal violence" takes place between poor and minority groups who need to 
"seek their strength in and with each other instead of against each other." 


The team expressed surprise at the "almost negligible support" by US churches 
to the WCCProgram to Combat Racism. They suggested setting up special US 


funds for that purpose so that the designated pattern of financing the program 
1s clear, 


They remarked upon the "diversity, richness and intensity of ecumenical 
expression at the grassroots level." Though the activity at first appeared 
uncoordinated and overlapping, the informal networks of ecumenical groups 
linked by persons involved in more than one agency seemed upon closer 
examination to be "flexible and efficient." 


Some action-oriented groups appear to neglect theological reflection, it was 
suggested, and "need to create more space for the spirit." It was also noted 
that serious attention to Bible study seems rare in the churches. 


Many congregations appear to have few youth actively involved. 


Despite the presence of women in the clergy there seems to be a "hidden resistance" 
to accepting them in hierarchical ministry. The leadership role of women was 

more evident in councils of churches -- "as though there were more space for 

them in the ecumenical movement." 


Though many Californians mentioned smog as "an irritating phenomenon" the 
visitors did not hear much concern expressed for the issues of ecology, 
Sustainability and the care of God's creation. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Orthodox Situation in the WCC" EPS 83.02.77 


René Beaupére, author of the following, ts a Roman Catholte (Domintcan) 
prtest and director of the Centre Satnt-Irénée in Lyon, France. Another 
sectton of this arttcle appeared as EPS 82.12.50. Both parts appeared tn 
the ortginal French tn SOEPI, French-language counterpart of EPS. They 
were translated by the WCC language service. 


I elmost wrote "the relations between the Orthodox and the World Council of 
Churches." That would have been a revealing slip on my part, showing a 
spontaneous tendency, shared by many other Christians, to think of the World 
Council as a Protestant organization.... 


But the WCC is not a Protestant body, either in law or even in fact. Yet the 
impression is fairly often given that it is a Protestant body, and the Orthodox 
churches are often pained by this. They complain that they are too often 
subjected to a form of questioning which is quite alien to them. They are 
afraid lest they become the victims of majority votes when it comes to 
endorsing doctrinal documents or statements with doctrinal implications. More 
simply, they consider themselves under- represented numerically in the different 
decision-making organs of the WCC. 


This last point provoked a stormy debate in the last WCC central committee. 

A proposal that the Orthodox (Oriental and Eastern) should in future be 
represented on central committee by a quarter of the seats on that body (this 
would have required the allocation of additional seats) was vigorously rejected 
as unjust and as a mistaken principle of representation. (Why not a similar 
proportional representation of Lutherans, Anglicans, and so on?). In preference | 
to this proposal, a vague hope was expressed that, "as far as possible and 
subject to the existing regulations", each Orthodox Church...should be 
represented by at least one person on central committee and that "the total 
representation of the churches should correspond to their size and character”. 


It has always been the practice of the WCC, more or less, to strike this 

balance between the size of a Christian community and its numerical representation 
on central committees and at assemblies. In some cases, however, it is a 

delicate problem to compute the actual membership of a particular church. When, 
for example, Archbishop Kirill of Leningrad, in the middle of the debate, suggested 


a figure for the Moscow Patriarchate, I noted that there were some sceptical 
smiles. 


In fact, however, it is not so much a question of quantity but rather one of 
both quality and method. This becomes clear when we examine a second Orthodox 
proposal to the central committee. This sought to ensure that on a doctrinal 
issue "which in fact runs counter to the ecclesiological view which a church has 
of itself" the church concerned can require that the issue be not voted on. This 
recommendation was accepted [after]...debate.... 


Behind these debates, we can discern two questions which have accompanied the WCC 
since its inception. The first is this: ls it really 'neutral' from an ecclesio- 
logical standpoint?...[Secondly], until the World Council of Churches finds a way 
of modifying its principle of admitting only particular local churches to member- 
ship by harmonising it with another principle, 'confessional' in character (i.e. 

a balanced representation of confessional families, the Reformation Churches, the 
Orthodox, and, as I hope it will one day, the Catholic Church) , the malaise will 
persist, not only for the Orthodox but also in the relationships between all the 
confessional families and in the question of tension between bilateral and multi- 
lateral dialogues. For in this area, everything is inter-connected. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Whither After Candles'»for Peace?" EPS 83.02.78 


The followtng is excerpted from last month's newsletter of the Christtan 
Conference of Asta. Its author, A. George Ninan, ts CCA secretary for urban / 
rural misston. 


Calls for peace at Christmas have become as traditional as eating Christmas 
turkey. Indeed, Christmas, like most festivals throughout the world, is a 
mixture of what is traditional and what is symbolic. The message of Christmas 
has always been a call for peace. During the recent Christmas, the churches 
of the world reaffirmed this call for peace, and made every effort to make it 
heard in all the corners of the earth. 


This organised effort, started in Switzerland, was supported by the World 
Council of Churches, and the Christian Conference of Asia and other ecumenical 
bodies. Some United Nations organisations also joined in, and one is 
reasonably satisfied that this effort will make some impact this Christmas. 
This world-wide effort called on everyone to join in a day of fasting on the 
4th Sunday in Advent, 19th December, from daybreak to sunset; and to light 

a candle on Christmas Eve, as a token of friendship with all the peoples 

of the’ world [EPS S2712¥057% 


We, in CCA-URM, affirm this organised effort, with qualifications. This effort 
to highlight peace must be seen in the context of the growing militarism, the 
nuclear threat, and the arms build-up. While the cry for peace is going on, 
countries whose economy depends on defence production encourage developing 
countries to spend more and more in the arms build-up. It is not a secret that 
countries with such vested interests engage in creating and maintaining conflict 
and tension among the developing countries. 


The problem is very complex andcomplicated. One may think that Christians are 
naive to talk about lighting a candle on Christmas Eve to deal with this 
complicated and enormous problem. However, the symbolic action can go a long 
way in building up a movement for peace. It may be necessary to help the members 
of the church understand the complexities of the issue and develop in each 
country strategies to deal with it. 


We are sure that Christians who lighted candles this year will not wait another 
year to light another candle at next Christmas, but will see this as a 
"political action' and will be able to challenge, in their own countries, the 
systems and structures which create war and destroy life. 


Further, we are concerned that this call for peace does not fully represent 
the call of the Asian people. Since it originated in the Western church, we 
cannot expect it to fully understand the extent and intensity of the war and 
violence that are inflicted upon the Asian people. There may be no nuclear 
weapons used, no bombs dropped, but definitely bullets and bayonets are 
lavishly put to use... 


We hope the Asian countries will light the candles (most of its people can ill 
afford it) and see that act as an affirmation of their desire to stand with the 
oppressed and the exploited, and work for peace with justice. A superficial 
call for peace will be a betrayal of our people in Asia. We have to fully 
understand what we are trying to affirm. 


EPS 
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CHURCH ACTION URGED ON Ecumenical Press 
WEST AFRICAN RETURNEES Service 82.02.79 


GENEVA (EPS) - After a weeklong visit to Ghana, Togo, and Benin, a World Council 
of Churches representative has recommended church action to foster "reconciliation 
at the source of the trouble, to cool tension, to slow down the exodus, and to 
prevent further aggravation of the situation." 


Nico Keulemans, WCC emergencies officer, visited the West African countries this 
month in the wake of a decision last month by Nigeria to force upwards of two 
million non-Nigerians to leave. He was unable to secure a visa to visit Nigeria. 


An estimated million Ghanaians have left Nigeria since the order, plus 400,000 
citizens of Togo and Benin. Also affected by the exodus are other countries 
which border Nigeria, such as Niger and Chad. Keulemans reports that those 
forced to leave include "skilled long-time aliens with residence papers in 
order." 


He describes the average health situation of the mainly young returnees as 
"satisfactory," with only measles a notable problem, in Ghana. "Eventually, 
typhus might be the most dangerous threat," he adds. 


With an official Ghana estimate of a food shortage of 400,000 tons, plus 

reported or feared shortages of medicines and other basic necessities, Keulemans 
Says in his situation report that "social unrest may occur, first at rural areas, 
with possible exodus to urban areas." He notes that the affected governments 

are encouraging rural settlements and food production. 


Keulemans says church leaders are urging that funds and/or material aid not 
be sent without prior clearance by them. Government and church planning 

was not complete as of mid-February. An ecumenical appeal for US$ 1 million 
has been launched under WCC auspices to assist churches in the area to deal 
with the situation [EPS 83.02.25]. 


EPS 
SA CHURCHES COMMITTEE Ecumenical Press 
CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT Service 83.02.80 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Meeting here [8-9 February] as government hearings into 
the South African Council of Churches resumed [EPS 83.02.81], the SACC executive 
committee has approved several resolutions critical of government policy. 


Reacting to last December's South African military action in neighboring Lesotho, 
the committee said it "once more highlights the increasing militarism into which 
our country is being plunged." It called on "all South Africans to respect the 
territorial integrity of our neighbouring states and to stop inflicting humiliation 
and shame on people who have not chosen to have their territories located 

next to ours." [Related items: EPS 83.01.21, 83.02.19]. 


tm another resolution, it urged "the establishment of an alternative form of non- 
military, national service," and also criticized as inadequate proposed legislation 
regarding conscientious objection. 


Reacting to government proposals to allow Indians and Coloureds (people classified 
as mixed race) to share power in some ways with the white minority, the SACC 
committee said it "deplores and rejects" the government strategy of "dividing 

the South African nation along ethnic lines." About 70 percent of the country's 
population is black, and would not be included in the power-sharing plan. 

[EPS 83.01.61]. 


EPS 


CHURCHES COUNCIL HEARING Ecumenical Press 
RESUMES IN SOUTH AFRICA Service 83.02.81 


PRETORIA (EPS) - The government commission investigating the South African 
Council of Churches resumed its public hearings this month and heard the | 
country's security police chief urge major financial limitations on the SACC. 


Johan Coetzee said SACC financial support should be "purely South African." 
He charged that the SACC, a strong opponent of the country's apartheid 
(race separation) policies, has "consciously abandoned itself to a path of 
political opinion-forming clad in theological terms" and has "received funds 
from foreign authorities and acted as agents for the politically related 
aims towards which those organisations strove in South Africa." 


During 1975-81, about one percent of SACC income of SAR 20.3 million came 
from within the country [EPS 82.11.43]. 


Earlier, University of South Africa Theology Professor David Bosch said the 
South African constitution's description of the country as a "Christian state" 
1s an invitation to the church to address and challenge the state on the basis 
of what the state professes to be. He also observed that freedom granted the 
SACC is one yardstick by which freedom in the country is measured. 


"If the SACC acts contrary to the wishes and convictions of one or more member 
churches, such churches can censure the council or even terminate their 
membership," he said. "When such action is not taken, it would be logical 

to deduce that the member churches deem the council to be a faithful and 
reliable organ and custodian of their interests." 


A score of multiracial and black denominations make up the SACC, including 
Methodist, Anglican, Presbyterian, and Congregational bodies. The South 
African Roman Catholic Church has SACC observer member status. 


EPS 
"CHURCH OF INDIA' Ecumenical Press 
NAME RECOMMENDED Service 83.02.82 
MADRAS (EPS) - "The Church of India" has been recommended as a common name 


by the joint council of three Indian denominations moving toward visible 
unity in this mostly Hindu country. 


At its meeting here last month, the council, including the heads and other 
representatives of the Church of North India, Church of South India, and 

Mar Thoma Church, decided to appoint three commissions to further its work - 
theology, mission, and justice and peace. The council was formed in 1978 as 
a visible organ of common action by the three churches, which are in 
communion with each other. 


Receiving a report of its commission on national issues, the council urged 
Christians to denounce corruption, and discrimination on grounds of 

religion, caste, sex, or race (particularly the dowry system and exploitation 
of women), and to be in solidarity with the poor. It also urged that there be 
no restriction on Indians changing their religion, and that succession laws be 
modified to grant sons and daughters equal rights to family property. 


The CSI was formed in 1947. It has Reformed, Methodist, and Anglican roots. 

The CNI was formed in 1970 from Anglican, Baptist, Brethren, Disciples, Methodist, 
and Reformed bodies. The MIC was formed in the 19th century by some who left 

the [Oriental] Orthodox Syrian Church of the East. The three account for 

about 10 percent of the country's Christian population of approximately 25 
million. India as a whole has about 700 million people. 


EPS 


ENGLISH ANGLICANS REJECT Ecumenical Press 
UNILATERALISM, FIRST USE Service 83.02.83 


LONDON (EPS) - The general synod of the [Anglican] Church of England may have 
brought comfort to the Conservative government of Margaret Thatcher by firmly 
rejecting the option of unilateral UK nuclear disarmament. But its call for 
NATO to abandon its policy of being prepared to use nuclear weapons first if 
its conventional forces are threatened with being overwhelmed is hardly likely 
to prove popular in Downing Street. 


On the question of unilateral disarmament the synod mirrored opinion in the 
country at large: 23 percent of synod members favoured this option, which parallels 
proportions found by recent opinion polls. 


The synod concluded its four-and-a-half hour debate on the morality of nuclear 
weapons and the deterrent, conducted in a packed hall, by calling on the UK 
and other NATO governments to renounce their first-use policy. 


The synod overwhelmingly (387-49, with 29 abstentions) approved a motion which 
begins by affirming the duty of the UK government and its allies to maintain 
adequate forces to guard against nuclear blackmail and to deter nuclear and 
non-nuclear aggressors. 


Calling for NATO's tactics and strategy to be unmistakably defensive, it then 
goes on to express the judgement "that even a small-scale first use of nuclear 
weapons could never be morally justified in view of the high risk that this 
would lead to full-scale nuclear warfare." It expresses the belief "that there 
is a moral obligation on all countries (including the members of NATO) publicly 
to forswear the first use of nuclear weapons in any form." 


Finally, observing that many in Europe live in fear of nuclear catastrophe and 

that nuclear parity is not essential to deterrence, it calls on the UK 

government to take immediate steps to implement policies "so as to reduce 
progressively NATO's dependence on nuclear weapons and to decrease nuclear arsenals 
throughout the world." 


Earlier the synod firmly rejected (338-100) the unilateralist option advocated 
by the controversial report "The Church and the Bomb." 


After the debate, UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher said it was "marvellous," 

and that the quality of some of the speeches "should be a lesson to anyone." 

In recent months, some members of Thatcher's party in parliament have criticized 
what they have described as politically left-wing stances by representatives of 

Fnglish Anglicanism, whose position in society is established by law. 


In other action, the synod: 


-narrowly rejected an endorsement of the sale of unused CE church buildings 
to representatives of other religions, such as Sikhs, Hindus, and Muslims. 


-decided not to vote ona proposal to urge parliament to change a 1701 law 
which bars from the UK throne anyone who professes the "popish religion" or who 
Marries a "papist." 


-decided to reform, but not abandon, the patronage system for church appoint-— 
ments, which means that some church leaders are chosen by "patrons" such as the 
Crown, Oxford and Cambridge universities (and their colleges), bishops, older 
parishes, private individuals, commercial companies, and patronage trusts 
(which bought up some patronage rights in the 19th century in an effort to 
ensure a particular style of Anglicanism in parishes affected.) 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 
EPS 


Ecupoints: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.02.84-91 


83.02.84: Israel-Orthodox 

‘Israeli Interior Minister Yossef Burg says Oriental Orthodox Archbishop Karekin 
Kazanjian will not be forced to leave Israel after all. A proposal to that 
effect, for which no reasons were given, prompted widespread protest from the 
Christian community here and overseas [EPS 82.11.110],including a threat to close 
various Christian pilgrimage places during the Christmas season. Kazanjian is 
the second-ranking leader of the Armenian Christian community in Jerusalem. 


83.02.85: Vtetnam-btshop 
The Swiss Roman Catholic news agency Kipa reports from Hanoi that Vietnamese 
Roman Catholicism has been "the object of growing surveillance since the events 
in Poland, the communist authorities fearful that the church would play the 
role of a counter-power in Vietnam." Kipa reports this in connection with an 
update onthe situation of Bishop Francois-Xavier Nguyén-van-Thuan [EPS 83.01.81], 
said to have been taken to an unknown location because he was receiving too many 
visitors during his house arrest in a village 18 miles north of Hanoi. 

The bishop is designated successor to the Ho Chi Minh City archbishop. 
Christians (mostly Roman Catholics) are about seven percent of the country's 
35 million people, the majority of whom are Buddhists. 


83.02.86: Cartbbean-cricket 
General Secretary Allan Kirton of the Caribbean Conference of Churches has 


condemned the South African cricket tour by a group of West Indians. A CCC 
announcement deplored that "money can lead persons in a Christian-oriented 
community to make such an easy compromise with the forces of evil." 


83.02.87: Cartbbean-Methodist 

The South Caribbean Methodist synod, at its meeting last month in Tobago, 
approved several resolutions, including denunciation of sporting and other 
links with South Africa, concern about declining living standards in Guyana, 
displeasure about the Grenada government's revocation of a Methodist minister's 
work permit, and a rebuke to Christians in public life whose acts or policies 


lead to suffering, hunger, or oppression. 


83.02.88: YwWCA-publteatton 
To ma_k World YWCA Day, next 27 April, the Geneva-based World YWCA has issued 
a 20-page booklet, "Taking Charge of Our Health." 


83.02.89: UK-delegattons 

The British Council of Churches has announced two delegations, one to visit 

Cuba 19 February - 3 March at the invitation of the Cuban Ecumenical Council, 

the other to travel to China in December at the invitation of the China Christian 
Council. CCC representatives were in Britain and Ireland last October. 


83.02.90: Zambta-return 

The National Mirror, a Zambian church-related newspaper, reports that Lusaka 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Emmanuel Milingo is coming back to his country next 
month. He was called to Rome nearly a year ago following controversy related 
to his healing ministry and his administrative abilities. The action caused 
considerable protest in the Zambian Christian community. [Earlier items: 

EPS tal Abs B21 225) 1. 


83.02.91: WCC-Europe 
A meeting this month in Vienna of European delegates to the World Council of 
Churches assembly next 24 July - 10 August in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, 
has singled out four areas of particular concern to Europeans at the world 
gathering - witnessing in a divided world, peace and justice, sharing life in 
a technologically dominated world, and steps towards unity. 

EPS 


ECUTEXT: ''WACC on NWICO" EPS £2 $0-202:/92 


The followtng ts excerpted from a statement by the London-based World Assoctatton 
for Chrtsttan Communteatton on proposals for a New World Information and 
Communteatton Order. WACC says tts perspective tneludes "those characteristics 
whteh make tt untquely different from other professtonal communicattons 
organtsations: tts comnttment to Jesus Chrtst and the values whtch stem from 
thts allegtance." 


...The WACC's philosophy on communication, both internationally and nationally, 
may be summed up in one word - democracy. We stand for democracy at all levels 
of communication - in ownership, management and production; in content and 
quality of programming; and in viewer, listener and reader involvement. We 
champion truth and objectivity, we defend the dignity and inviolability of 
individuals and cultures, and campaign for participation and involvement through- 
out the communication process. 


While WACC supports most of the demands for a NWICO, there are several places 
where we go beyond the international debate and look at the communication problem 
in a different way. The following may help point out the differences: 


International debate WACC position 
1. The communication problem is seen 1. While sharing the political 
primarily in political terms. perception we see the problem 


primarily in moral terms within 
the framework of the Gospel. 


2. Emphasis on the international 2. We emphasize the national and 
dimension. intra-social dimension, as well as 
the international perception. 


3. ‘*Information' is the operative 3. The operative word is ‘communication! 
word with emphasis on ‘'news'. which includes a wider reality 
encompassing ‘information’ and 'news'. 


4, Communication is seen mostly as a 4. Communication is seen as a circular 
linear process and in mass media and participatory process, including 
terms. all forms of non-technological 

communication. 

5. An inadequate grasp of the 5. We see the communication revolution 
enormity of the communication as fundamentally altering the 
revolution. character of society, cultures and 

values. 


6. Inadequate emphasis on the need for 6. We emphasize the need for a new 
training and re-training to meet curriculum as a basis for training 
the new challenges. to meet the new situation. 
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ECUTEXT: S*°°AVEatin@American View on NWICO" EPe 63+U2.935 


The followtng are some of the recommendattons from a consultatton 

of communteattons spectaltsts and church leaders from Lattin Amerteca 
-tn Braztl last October. They discussed the church and the New 

World Informatton and Communteatton Order. Thts Engltsh translatton 
was prtnted by Lattnamertca Press and reprtnted by the newsletter 

of the London-based World Assoctatton for Chrtsttan Communtcatton. 


The church must use all of its influence to sensitize society to 
the objectives of a-new economic order and a new information and 
communication order. 


It must critically examine the so-called national communications 
policies and propose the democratization of communications systems 
and new technologies. This implies a struggle for a more just 
system of media ownership and an end to monopoly media control 

by the state and economic. interest groups. Ownership of mass 
media, especially of electronic media, must be made accessible to 
community organizations, unions and workers associations. This 
also implies that media workers participate in the management of 
communications systems and that viewers exercise a decisive voice 
regarding programming policies. 


The church must insist that communication systems be put at the 
service of the integral, democratic and self-sufficient development 
of each community. It must struggle to see that decisions concerning 
new technologies, telecommunications networks, and other technical 
advances be geared to the real situation, needs and capabilities 

of the poor. Given these options, the hurch must stimulate a social 
consciousness that prevents the media from going on being controlled 
by the interests of dominant elites and transnational corporations. 


The ‘church must contribute to the defense of Latin American cultural 
identity in the face of the growing transnational cultural invasion 
and must encourage the media to favor indigenous cultural expression. 
In this context, it is important that the .church promote the creation 
of producion and distribution centers that produce cultural materials 
interpreting the struggles of the people and supporting the 
construction of a new society. 


The church must awaken in the people of God an awareness of the 
alienating context of the media which has for centuries contaminated 
their cultural values. It must stimulate new ways of understanding 
the world and its social structures. 


The church must promote and support initiatives that develop and 
mobilize a critical consciousness throughout society, especially 
among the working class; it must foster a more thorough public under- 
standing of production,distribution and reception of mass media 
messages; it must stimulate active participation in the creation of 
alternative systems of communication. This task should include the 
participation of the universities, which have at their disposal a 
great wealth of intellectual and technical resources. These study 
centers are frequently not concerned with structural change; they 
seldom seek to prepare the new professionals needed for the 
transformation of Latin American society.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''Before..Jt,'s. Too Late" EPS 83.02.94 


The following ts excerpted from the introduction to Before It's Too Late: The 
Challenge of Nuclear Disarmament. The book, released this month, tneludes the 
presentattons at the WCC publte hearing on nuclear weapons and disarmament tn 
Amsterdam tn November, 1981 [1981 EPS no. 33]. It also tneludes the text of the 
hearing group's report, released last May [EPS 82.05.49,58]. 


The period 1976-1982 has been a critical one for thinking about nuclear weapons 
by the ecumenical movement and indeed by the whole world. The World Council of 
Churches and most of its members had long opposed nuclear arms. Their opposition 
was however qualified by the recognition that, in the existing political context, 
international conflicts would continue to escalate and might lead to war and hence 
the possibility that nations with nuclear arms would feel obliged to use then, 

or threaten to use them, in self-defence. 


In 1958, a WCC study commission on this question reported that the best that 
Christians could do would be to try to limit the use by their country of nuclear 
weapons and "never consent to their use in all-out nuclear war". However, a 
Minority group of the commission held "that it is not permissible to sanction or 
support the use in any circumstances of the H-bomb, the terrible nature of which 
is recognized by all", adding that "its use would be an atrocity". 


In the ensuing period that minority view has gained support... 


-»».Since the WCC Hearing there have been further discussions in many churches 
on nuclear weapons and deterrence. In general the results confirm the findings 

of the Amsterdam Hearing. More discussion by churches is planned for 1983, prior 
to the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Vancouver, Cananda. 

On the basis of the Hearing, the discussions in the churches and the new public 
thinking stimulated by the worldwide debate on nuclear disarmament, the Assembly 
must seek to establish its own position. 


Five issues seem likely to provide the focus for all such future discussion: 


1. Can the churches agree on the theological and ethical basis for their stand 
on nuclear weapons and nuclear war? At present there are still some substantial 
differences in approach. 


2. Can the churches agree on effective political action to stop the production, 
reduce and eventually abolish nuclear weapons? Moral condemnation of nuclear 
weapons still leads to different political responses and as the Amsterdam Hearing 
report notes "politicians are not slow to remind those who make moral judgments 
of this kind, that evil cannot be removed merely by condemning it", 


3. The campaign against nuclear weapons is weakened by the fear in many non-nuclear 
nations that the nuclear nations do not seriously work for a rapid reduction of 

their nuclear arms. Consequently it is argued that the most realistic way to 

ensure that the nuclear powers disarm is for more nations to threaten to develop 
their own technological capability in nuclear arms, even at the risk of further 
horizontal nuclear proliferation. What can the churches say on this issue especially 
since the process of nuclear disarmament is likely to be slow? 


4. How are the churches to relate to the new peace movements which are campaigning 
against nuclear arms? Many churches ask whether the concerns of such movements 
extend to broader issues of international conflict and justice. 


5.The Hearing report asks:"Can Christians take a position of ‘nuclear pacificism' 
and still justify conventional warfare?" The report notes that "the development 

of nuclear weapons has started a process of reformulating Christian attitudes and 
approaches to war and pacificism"'. What are the implications of these new views 

for all Christian work for peace and disarmament? 
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ECUVIEW: "Japanese Education and Christian Education" ERS O3-o0oo 


Last year's Japanese "textbook controversy" [EPS 82.09.49; 82.10.35] prompted 
comment from representatives of Japan's tiny Christian mtnortty. The followtng 
overvtew of the sttuatton ts from the January newsletter of the Untted Church of 
Christ tn Japan (Kyodan). 


In 1947,-the Fundamental Law of Education and the School Education Law were both 
enacted in keeping with the spirit of the new Constitution which lifted up the 
ideals of democracy, pacifism and human rights. The Fundamental Law of Education 
clarified the relation between education and administration. It was epoch-making 
in transferring the century-long monopoly of education by the "State Emperor 
System'' to the hands of the people. But soon after the enactment of these two 
laws, the Ministry of Education began to move in a direction contrary to this 
spirit. 


The attitude taken by the Ministry of Education in the past three decades can be 
summarized as follows: The reform of education during the Allied Occupation 
(1945-52) was not necessarily appropriate in terms of our country's culture and 
tradition or in relation to the advancement of our society and economy. This 
attitude is behind the gradual and steady revisions and shifts in the areas of 
educational philosophy, curriculum contents and administrative control. The 

trend in all of these areas is in the direction of the pre-war monopoly of education 
by the central government. 


The recent surfacing of the so~called "textbook problem" relating to the rewriting 
of Japanese modern history, particularly in passages describing Japan's wartime 
activities, is not a new phenomenon. This is simply a natural outcome of the 
direction being taken by the Ministry of Education since the 1950's... 


The textbook examination system became centralized in the decade between 1953-1963, 
beginning with the shift from regional to central authority in 1953. The rationale 
for revising textbooks was based on the concept of "neutrality in education" 
adopted in 1954. To this was added the need "to clarify the status of the 

Emperor" in 1955, special provisions for "moral education" in 1958, and the 
inclusion of the issues of "national defense" in 1962. By establishing 

a system for designating textbook publishers in 1963, the central control of 
textbooks became complete. 


In the meantime, the Regional Education Committees were changed from being elected 
to an appointive system in 1956. When coupled with the law for control of faculty 
in 1954, the evaluation of teachers beginning in 1956, and the recent measures taken 
in 1974 and 1975 for tightening the administrative and supervisory system in 
relation to faculty activities, the present education system in Japan seems far 
removed from the "liberalization" envisioned in 1947. 


Oshimo Yukie, chairperson of the Kyodan Committee on Education, has said that the 
church must be clear in both its understanding of these trends in Japanese 
education and its awareness of its own goals in Christian education. She endorses 
an earlier statement by a Kyodan study paper on education which states that the 
task of Christian education is to nurture "a person who follows Christ in a 
self-determined and dynamic way, no matter what the circumstances." The church 
needs committed persons who can act upon their Christian faith in contrast 

to the type of person desired by the national state. 


The Japanese church must view the educational needs of Japan from more than its 
own national interests. It must go on to fulfill its responsibility in education 
relating to such areas as human rights and peace, not only within Japan but from 
the wider perspective of Asia and the world. 
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ECUVIEW: "TNCs and the Ecumenical Movement: What Relationship?" EPS 83.02.96 


The following ts excerpted from an article with the same title whtch appeared 
tn the "network letter" of the Commisston on the Churches’ Parttetpatton tn 
Development,.a sub-untt of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Its 
author, Regtnald Herbold Green, ts an economist at the Instttute of Development 
Studtes, Sussex, England, UK. 


Certainly TNCs are not the only agents of oppression, exclusion and exploitation. 
They are neither the oldest nor the only powers and principalities of this world. 
Equally, economic and technological power is both necessary and has potential for 
human benefit. However, they are a major reality directly and indirectly affecting 
the lives of hundreds of millions of human beings including a majority of Christians. 
Their power is today largely non-accountable, therefore always subject to abuses. 
Indeed, the logic of the gospel and scriptures surély is that power which is non- 
accountable is in itself an abuse. 


What 1s the expertise, the duty of Christians, churches and the ecumenical move- 
ment in relation to TNCS? The formulation of political economic models, the 
drafting of economic plans and the operation of economic management are not areas 
of any special competence. Indeed, to engage in them as centres of secular power 
is more likely to turn churches and the ecumencial movement from witnesses to the 
Lord's purpose and critics of human institutions' failure to abide by it than to 
create anything even faintly resembling the new Jerusalem. 


Our expertise lies in our relations with human beings. The experience of the 
INCs programme is that the witness and stories of people - in many cases our 
fellow Christians - tells a great deal about TNC s not only at the level of 
individual operations and abuses but at that of basic nature, organization and 
exercise of power. While the duty of solidarity with the poor requires that 
churches and the ecumenical movement seek out and listen to them first, the fact 
that many TNCs" middle level and managerial workers are Christians gives access to 
a broader array of perceptions and also to possibilities of dialogue and perhaps 
exercise of some countervailing influence on decisions. 


The ecumenical movement is - unlike states, and organized labour - integrally and 
inherently transnational. Therefore, it is potentially in a position to bring 
together people's experiences and needs and to act in solidarity with victims of 
TNCs and those seeking redress from abuse, the creation of countervailing power 
and accountability to society or the construction of different most just and 
participatory patterns of economic organization. 


Different contexts require different means. Dialogue is appropriate - but first 
and foremost dialogue with workers, peasants, national minorities and their 
Organizations, not merely with TNCs and political elites. Pastoral care is 
appropriate - but pastoral care in solidarity with the poor and pastoral care to 
challenge Christians who are TNCs'decision makers not a laying on of hands to 
bless the present institutional holders of economic power.-.-.- 


In the words of the Bad Boll TNCs consultation [November 1981]..':The 

relationship between these two visions of transnationality is basically one 

of struggle and of conflict. TNCs cannot be converted to ecumenicism. Their 
economistic,exclusive and hierarchical logic makes this impossible. The 
ecumenical movement cannot compromise its commitment to a holistic, human centered 
approach to development and its prime commitment to the poor except at the price 


OES Own. Souleon' 
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ECUVIEW: "Dialogue and Evangelism" EPS 83.02.97 


The following ts excerpted from the December 1982 "Monthly Letter on Evangeltsm" 
from the World Counectl of Churches. Its author, Raymond Fung, ts WCC evangelism 


secretary. 


...As an Asian, I believe I have long been aware of the minority status of the 
Christian churches among neighbours who possess different faiths. We need the 
ministry of dialogue for mutual understanding, for cooperation, yes, for our own 
survival, and yes, for the enrichment of our own faith. I have also put much 
hope in dialogue because it challenges much of the missionary practices of 

the churches. 


As far as I am concerned, in terms of world evangelizatica, the modern missionary 
movement and the evangelistic endeavour of the subsequent national churches have not 
made a dent on countries and peoples which have long-established cultures and | 
religions. India, Burma, Thailand, China, Japan spring to mind. Our way of doing the 
job obviously has not worked.So:' I eagerly look for another way. 


Although fully aware of the fact that dialogue does not speak the language of 
evangelism, I was, and still am, prepared to see in it an ally or even a teacher, 
indirectly, in the church's evangelism task. Now, I've been put on alert. Do 
we or do we not proclaim that Christ is the Only Way? 


Arrogance,let me assure you, has nothing to do with it. There's absolutely 
nothing in Christianity today that we can be arrogant about. Similarly, for that 
matter, for Islam and Hinduism. Massacre, totalitarianism, Casteism. They 
provide the most compelling reasons in the world for people not to believe. 
That's why, for us Christians, there's all the more reason not to point to 
ourselves but to Christ. 


And the only asset Christians have in pointing others towards Christ lies with 
the recognition and confession 1) of our failure to follow him and 2) of his love 
which compels us to continue on this journey. This, in all fairness, is somewhat of 


a negative asset, but herein lies our credibility with all those who are on a 
journey too. 


Back to the question of the finality of Christ. Probably, there is no one ecumenical 
answer to it, perhaps because of the nature of the ecumenical movement, or 

perhaps because of the nature of the question. But I am glad the problem has been 
defined. How shall we approach the issue? 


I believe we could debate it head-on on a practitioner's level, i.e. let 
practitioners of evangelism share their experiences and conceptualization of 


evangelism among people of other faiths, to see if proclaiming Christ as the Only Way 
works or not. That would give us a good start. 


We could, of course, take a more theological approach. But I don't know if we 

can break new ground. Or we would have to go a long way back, and say, "The 
question is all wrong. Let's bring in a new formulation." I am aware for instance 
that a few theologians in Asia have been attempting to understand Christianity 
afresh with a creation focus rather than the salvation focus... Potentially, this 
has the promise of easier sailing for Christology in the Asian context. We may 

be able to steer away from having to deal with the question of the finality of Christ 
with regard to other offers of salvation. But, I am not sure. It is a monumental 
task aot 2 

AndI suspect "What do you think of Christ?" will always remain a question and a 
challenge with us, seeing as it did in the Gospel... 
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VIETNAM: These pictures were taken by Helmut Reuschle, World Council of 
Churches material aid officer, during a visit to Vietnam at the end of last 

year in connection with a US$ 510,164 ecumenical relief operation in the wake 

of Typhoon Nancy, which hit the country last October. Reuschle calls the effort 
"an opportunity for the churches to demonstrate their concern for people who, 
apart from being poor, face continuously the threats and effects of natural 
disaster, but who have been able to see that there is an international community 
that cares."" 2920: Signs welcome the ecumenical delegation at the village of 
Diénh Tinh. 2921: A representative of Caritas hands out relief goods. 2922: 
Damaged school building at the village of Vienh Trung. 2923: A village kinder- 
garten with no heating, where winter temperatures drop below 10 C. 2924: 
Construction work. 2925: Site of a new parsonage for Tinh Lanh Protestant 
church in Hanoi. 2926, 2927: Vietnamese. 2928: Commune farmers plough a rice 
field. 2929: Farmers carry produce to market. 
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SHOPTALK: 
The followtng tnformation updates the figures tn EPS 82.02.79: 


Esttmates of the number of returnees from Nigerta by the World 

Counetl of Churches tnter-church atd commtsston (CICARWS) are: 

Ghana: near one millton, to tnerease to 1.3 or even 1.5 mtliton 
Togo: about 200,000, to tnerease to 300,000 

Benin: about 300,000, to tnerease to 500,000 

Niger: stgntftcant nunbers, but no estimates posstble 


Upper Volta, Malt, Cameroon, Chad: unknown lesser numbers 
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AUSTRALIAN BUSHFIRES Ecumenical Press 
BRING CHURCH RESPONSE Service 83.03.01 


SYDNEY (EPS) - Bushfires that blazed a trail of destruction across southern 
Australia last month left scores of dead, destroyed thousands of homes, and 
caused damage estimated at A$ 400 million. They came in the wake of one of 
Australia's worst droughts this century. 


The fires in the states of Victoria and South Australia burned out upwards of 
10,000 square kilometers of farm and bushland. Several villages in Victoria 
were completely destroyed. 


Melbourne University Forestry Professor Ian Ferguson said there are "definite 
similarities" between some of the fires' destructive effects and those of 
the Hiroshima atomic bomb. 


Many church buildings in both states were ruined. In the hills behind the 
South Australian capital, Adelaide, the Anglican Society of the Sacred Mission 
theological college was gutted. The brothers in the college huddled in a 
cellar as the fire passed over them, destroying the college and a 40,000- 
volume theological library. A Church Missionary Society conference centre 
near Melbourne was also destroyed. 


The Australian church has been quick to respond. Anglican Primate John 
Grindrod launched a national appeal and called for a Sunday of "mourning and 
prayer for those suffering," 20 February. 


"We pray for their care and for mercy on us all. May we at this time draw 
close to those who suffer everywhere. We pray humbly for the blessing of 
drought-breaking rain," he said. 


Uniting Church President Rollie Busch also launched a national bushfire appeal. 
In a letter to all clergy, he wrote, "All of us are stunned by the tragedy 

that has struck people in Victoria and South Australia. This tragedy challenges 
us again to stand alongside those who are suffering." 


In Victoria, the Churches Steering Committee on Disasters has swung into 
operation. The Salvation Army has field teams meeting emergency needs. The 
Seventh-day Adventists are co-ordinating accommodation. 


Major task falling on the churches is pastoral care to those who have lost 
family members, friends, or their homes. 


Observed Uniting Church disasters coordinator Gray Buch, "The real crunch will 
come when the headlines have disappeared." 


Russell Rollason (information officer, Australian Counctl of Churches). 
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VENDA SECURITY POLICE FOUND Ecumenical Press 
NOT GUILTY IN CHURCH MURDER Service 83.03.02 


The following was wrttten tn longer form for Lutheran World Informatton by 
Ralston Deffenbaugh, asststant for.legal and tnternattonal affatrs at the 
Geneva-based Lutheran World Federatton. Deffenbaugh attended the last days 
of the trtal as an offtetal observer for the US Lawyers' Commtttee for Ctvtl 
Rights Under Law. 


THOHOYANDOU, Venda, South Africa (EPS) - After an 11-day trial, two security 
policemen were found not guilty last month [17 February] of having murdered 
Lutheran lay preacher Isaac Tshifhiwa Muofhe. Muofhe died 12 November 1981 

in his prisoncell, less that two days after having been detained by the security 
police. A post-mortem examination had revealed evidence of severe beatings 

over most of his body. 


Muofhe was among at least 15 persons detained in Venda during the latter part 
of 1981, in the wake of an October bomb attack on a police station in which two 
policemen died. Those responsible for the attack have not been found. 


Among those detained were four Lutheran pastors. All reported having been 
badly tortured while in custody. 


Venda is one of the "independent homeland" areas of South Africa. No other 
country has recognized its independence. The largest Christian group in Venda's 
approximately half-million people is the Lutherans. 


Prosecution witnesses testified that Muofhe was in good health on the morning 
of 11 November 1981, but that when returned to his cell by the security police 
late that night, he could not walk unaided. He died alone several hours later, 
as a result of multiple injuries and internal haemorrhage. In July 1982, the 
two policemen were charged with unlawful assault on Muofhe. They, however, 
said all his injuries were sustained in a struggle when he tried to escape. 


The three judges decided that the state failed to prove elements of its case 
beyond reasonable doubt. The court commented that it is not a crime to attempt 

to prevent a prisoner from escaping. It did not comment on police responsibility 
for proper treatment of detainees. 


EPS 
SA PRESSURE ON USE OF Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH HALLS REPORTED Service 83.03.03 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Ecunews, news service of the South African Council of 
Churches, reports government pressure to "prevent church halls in black 
residential areas from being used for 'political’ meetings." It describes 
the effort as "part of the government's ‘total strategy’ to prevent black 
political activities at a grassroot level and to hamper political opposition 
to its apartheid [race separation] policies." 


Nonetheless, says the report, church buildings are still being made available 
for various civic and community meetings, despite "pressure from pro-government 
black urban councils - which has little support from the black community - 

and the security police." 


Ecunews notes that under the SA Riotous Assemblies Act, all public, open-air 
meetings without government permission are forbidden. It says that "most 
meetings of a political or community nature are held in church halls because 
of the lack of such amenities in the black townships." 
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NAMIBIA CHURCHES COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
APPEALS ON INDEPENDENCE Service 83.03.04 


WINDHOEK, Namibia (EPS) - The executive committee of the Council of Churches 
in Namibia last month [16 February] called for immediate independence for 

the South African-ruled territory, and dismissed any linkage between 
independence and withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola. 


In an open letter to SA Prime Minister P.W.Botha, the committee says that "we 
know and believe that the historical priority is still your government's | 
continued occupation of Namibia without the consent and mandate from the | 
majority of the people of our country." It calls the linkage position "a 
deliberate act of obstruction." 


Council denominations account for about four Christians in five in Namibia, 
whose population is about 800,000 and about 95 percent Christian. The 
committee refers to "4 regime of draconian laws, proclamations, and amendments 
which have destructive effects upon the people" and speaks of "further 
suffering and death...caused by curfews, conscriptions for military service 
and by brutal and unprovoked attacks on innocent people." 


EPS 
FRENCH PROTESTANT Ecumenical Press 
COUNCIL ASSEMBLES Service 83.03.05 


PARIS (EPS) - Among items on the agenda for the two-day meeting last month 
of the council of the Protestant Federation of France were charismatic renewal, 
youth, biblical research, "religious sects," and the broadcast media. 


The council decided to hold a colloquium in about a year on charismatic renewal. 
It heard from a charismatic representative who expressed concern that charis- 
Matics are on the fringes of Protestant parishes because of lack of information 
and familiarity. 


Reviewing the work of the federation's youth department, the need for a "more 
specific collaboration between the churches and the various youth movements" was 
stressed, so that both adults and youth "get out of their ghettos." 


Hearing a report on a meeting earlier this year between council and govern- 
ment representatives on the "problems posed by the development of religious 
sects in France," one member called their development a "challenge to our 
churches." Nonetheless, the council opposes legislation dealing only with 
sects, on grounds that would undermine the principle of religious freedom. 


Pending financial support from federation members, the council decided to hire 

a staff person with responsibilities for the "Protestant presence" on national, 
regional, and local radio. The council also discussed the work of the federation's 
biblical research teams, which aid those studying the Bible. Team representatives 
reported increased demand and inadequate money and staff to deal with it. 


The term of federation Secretary General Pierre Chrétien was renewed for three 
years from next July. Federation member bodies include the Church of the 
Augsburg Confession of Alsace and Lorraine, Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
France, Reformed Church of Alsace and Lorraine, Reformed Church of France, 
Federation of Evanglical Baptist Churches, Evangelical Gypsy Mission, National 
Union of Independent Evangelical Reformed Churches, People's Mission, and 
Apostolic Church. 
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POPE'S VISIT MARKED BY Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH-STATE TENSIONS Service 83.03.06 


ROME (EPS) - In at least three of the countries Pope John Paul visits 

this month, there are reports of church-state tension. Haiti's Roman 
Catholic bishops declared a special day of prayer and sacrifice last month 
for the freedom of arrested church worker Gérard Duclerville "and all of 
us." They said that "today, it is Gérard Duclerville and all those whose 
names we do not know. Tomorrow, it will be us, you,me.'"" Duclerville was 
released after the appeal, but then went to hospital. 


The New York Times reports that Guatemala's Conservative Evangelical president, 
José Efrain Rios Montt, has "incensed local Catholic groups by seemingly 
discounting the importance of the pope's trip." In addition, the newspaper 
Says, some Pentecostal leaders are reportedly describing the pope as the 
"antichrist." On the other hand, representatives of groups such as Lutherans 
and Methodists are reported supportive of the visit. 


In Nicaragua, disagreements continue between the church hierarchy and the 
Sandinista government over whether the visit is to be presented as one to the 
nation or to the church. Contrary to papal policy, five priests continue to 
serve in major government posts. 


Last month, the papal representative in Nicaragua, and two members of the 
hierarchy met with the pope in Rome to discuss "certain problems" in connection 
with that country. Mentioned in a Swiss Roman Catholic report were the "confused 
situation" between the hierarchy and the "people's church" movement. Last 
August, the pope appealed for unity, observing that "a people's church opposed 

to the church led by legitimate pastors is a grave violation of the Lord's will 
and plan for salvation." 


Three of the Sandinista priests - Culture Minister Ernesto Cardenal, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Miguel d'Escoto, and Sandinista Youth Movement President 
Fernando Cardenal - are interviewed in a new book, "Ministers of God, Ministers 
of the People," released last month in Rome and Bilbao (Spain). 


In it, Ernesto Cardenal says that Vatican Secretary of State Agostino Casaroli 
considers Nicaragua an "exception" to the general prohibition against Roman 
Catholic priests taking political roles, because it is a "new situation." Cardenal 
adds,"'we will never disobey the church." 


A provisional agreement between the Nicaraguan bishops (some of whom have 
strongly opposed the Sandinistas) and the government has meant that the priests 
are not supposed to exercise their priestly functions while serving in the 
government. D'Escoto said it has caused him great pain, and that he has not 
always respected it. Fernando Cardenal called the requirement "neither 
canonical, nor pastoral, nor evangelical, nor Christian, nor humane." 


D'Escoto expects to be out of the country when the pope visits, but the Cardenals 
say they hope that’ the pope will change his mind and agree to meet them. 


From a fourth country on the pope's tour, El Salvador, Rome-based Inter Press 
Service reports that those preparing for the visit expect it to "put a brake 
on the growth of Evangelical Christian sects" there. "In the past year," IPS 
adds, "dozens of fundamentalist Evangelical preachers have appeared at sports 
stadiums, churches,and other public places in El Salvador, particularly in 
the slum neighborhoods on the outskirts of the capital. The vast majority 

of them have been sponsored by US churches." 


EPS 


MORE MEDIA CRITICISM , Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH RESPONSE IN US Service 83.03.07 


NEW YORK (EPS) - As reactions and counterreactions continue in the wake of 
two US media treatments of the National and World Councils of Churches and 
various US denominations [EPS 82.03.03, 32, 59], two more media reports on 
US religious organisations have sparked controversy. 


On its nightly national TV news program [10 February], the NBC network said 
refugees resettled by various non-governmental agencies are "often victim- 
ized by the very agencies designed to help them". It also suggested that the 
agencies profit from unemployment among refugees, and accumulate millions of 
US dollars in unspent government funds. The only agency mentioned was 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, a unit of the five-denomination 
Lutheran Council in the USA. 


In reply, LCUSA General Secretary John Houck said US Lutherans,who have 
helped resettle more than 60,000 Southeast Asian refugees, are "dismayed, 
saddened, and even angered by the misleading network news report". 


He denied an NBC statement that "the government has never audited the 
voluntary agencies and no one is sure where all the money went". Rather, he 
said, '"LIRS has submitted a certified audit which the government has accepted, 
and has welcomed government auditors to examine its financial records". He 
said the US $6.5 million LIRS has in reserve is "earmarked to provide con- 
tinuing assistance for refugees who have special housing, employment, health 
or other emergency needs", and that reserves are expected to decrease to less 
than US $1 million by the end of the next fiscal year. 


As for the "complex and pervasive problem" of refugee unemployment, Houck 
said LIRS has committed or designated US $2 million for job development 
efforts. 


In North Carolina, television evangelist Jim Bakker's organisation was accused 
by the Charlotte Observer newspaper of spending viewer contributions on such 
things for Bakker and others as an oceanfront condominium, a trip to Europe on 
the supersonic Concorde, and gold-plated plumbing. 


Bakker has been saying that his network is facing a financial crisis. He said 
in reply to the article that "we can choose to accent the positive or we can 
choose to live like buzzards on dead fish". He told the staff of 400 (100 
were laid off last August) that it's time to "get our eyes off bathrooms and 
condominiums" and get back to working for Christ. 


In Washington, Marc Tanenbaum, inter-religious affairs director for the 
American Jewish Committee, said "people in the pews" are "outraged over what 
their [denominational] leaders are saying in their name" about Israel. In 
that respect, he said, the 23 January CBS network segment on the NCC, WCC and 
denominations accurately reflected sentiments of Christians he has met in 
recent meetings. 


Here, the NCC information office issued a four-page summary of secular and 
church journalistic and church-leader reactions to the CBS segment and an 
article in the January Reader's Digest. The NCC statement said "articles and 
letters ranging from factual assessments to outraged denunciations have been 
flowing in" to NCC headquarters. 


Meanwhile, Rael Jean Isaac, author of the Digest article, issued a response of 
more than six pages with 17 footnotes, to an NCC rebuttal of her work. She 
said some NCC statements are "simply not true", that she did not distort NCC 
positions, and that on some points the NCC is "less than candid". The Institute 
on Religion and Democracy, which figured prominently in Isaac's article, issued 
its own, lengthy commentary on the controversy. 
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WAY TO END SRI LANKA Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH UNION IMPASSE? Service 83. 03 08 


COLOMBO (EPS) - More than a decade after legal action was taken to stop 

_ formation of a [United] Church of Sri Lanka, the Anglican, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, and United (Church of South India, Jaffna diocese) units 
involved have begun to pass resolutions meant to overcome the legal objections. 


By law, the Sri Lanka assembly must approve a bill to authorize the union. 
Some objectors in some of the denominations say union would violate their 
religious freedom and deprive them of various property rights. 


So far, the Methodist conference, and one Anglican diocesan council (Kurunagala) 
have approved the proposed resolution. The CSI diocesan council is a strong 
union supporter. The Baptist and Presbyterian governing bodies have deferred 
a vote pending a fresh study and assessment of the 1963 union plan, which is 

said to be somewhat unfamiliar to younger ministers and members. The other 
Anglican diocese (Colombo) has appointed a committee to report on the situation 
to its council. . 


The resolution says the "Church of Sri Lanka...shall provide for any of our 
members to exercise their freedom of worship and practice thereof as existing 
at the date of union and for any of our ministers to exercise their ministry 
as at the date of union and to receive their emoluments and other benefits 
including pensions on terms not less favorable than at the date of union 
while in active service...or on retirement." 


About two-thirds of the 15 million Sri Lankans are Buddhists, about one-sixth 
Hindus. Most of the 1.2 million or so Christians are Roman Catholics. 


EPS 


Ecupoints: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.09~10 


83.03.09: Theologtcal educatton 

Developments in theological education in Madagascar and Romania are reported 

in the February issue of Geneva-based Reformed Press Service. Toward the , 
end of last year, the Protestant Faculty of Theology was opened in Antananarivo. 
It is related to the [United] Church of Christ in Madagascar. In Romania, RPS 
reports, the United Institute of Protestant Theology in Cluj is being renovated 
"thanks to ecumenical and international aid." In Cluj, instruction is in 
Hungarian. Another institute section, in Sibiu, works in German. The institute 
is linked to Romanian Lutheran, Reformed, and Unitarian denominations. 


83.03.10: Czech-conscetence 

A study group representing various trends and generations in the [United] 
Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren has issued a "final consensus...on 

the authority of Christian conscience."' Among other things, it notes that 
"we are all dependent on the society of which we are members" ‘and it 

observes that in the church "there is no place for extremes — either 
individualism or authoritarianism." It says conscientious differences should 
be resolved based on the gospel and taking account of "the opinions of the 
church's congregations." 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.11-16 


83.03.11: York-rettrement 


The second-ranking leader of the [Anglican] Church of England, York Archbishop 
Stuart Blanch, has announced his retirement effective in August. Since 1977, 
a 12-member Crown Appointments Commission, representing the CE as a whole and 
the vacant diocese, has recommended two names for vacant sees, with the 
understanding that the prime minister would endorse its first choice, an 
understanding she is thought to have violated in 1981 when Graham Leonard 

was appointed CE London bishop. EPS London correspondent Robert Nowell 

says the "anxiety" about Blanch's successor reflects tensions between the 
established church and the Conservative government because of some church 
criticism of UK nuclear policy and military actions last year to regain 

the Falklands/Malvinas. 


83.03.12: Boesak-polttteal 


South African theologian Allan Boesak, president of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, says he is "determined not to enter politics...My duty is 

to the church and it always will be." Boesak has been urged by some to lead 
opposition to South African government proposals to create a parliament with 
white, coloured (people, like Boesak, officially classified as mixed-race), 

and Indian chambers. Currently, only whites are in the South African parliament. 
The 70 percent of the population which is black would continue unrepresented. 
Boesak said in a newspaper interview that he would "continue to speak out 
against the plan, as I have been doing" and that he has "no doubt that the 
political leadership will emerge from within the community’ 


83.03.13: Waldenstans-poster 


In a poster released on the anniversary of the 17 February 1848 grant of 
freedom for Italian Waldensians, they and other Italian Protestants urge 
their fellow citizens to "cooperate in transforming Italian society, without 
neglecting one's own and personal responsibility." They also call the church 
a "community of equals, a space for liberty and a school of responsibility." 
The posters commemorate the 500th anniversary this year of the birth of 
church reformer Martin Luther. 


85.05.4142 . CEC—-MECC 

The Geneva-based Conference of European Churches and the Beirut-based Middle 
East Council of Churches have formed a working group to "facilitate contacts 
and communication between the churches of Europe and those of the Middle 
East, with a view to better mutual information in the present complex 
Situation and to possible joint actions." The group met for the first time 
in Geneva for two days last month [16-17 February]. 


83.03.15: UAE-converston 

United Arab Emirates officials say five Indians who tried to convert Muslims 
could face up to two years in jail. They were linked with a US missionary 
society. 


83.03.16: Srt Lanka-transtlatton ; ' 
The first complete ecumenical translation of the Bible in Sinhala was marked 


by a colorful service of thanksgiving and dedication in Sugathadasa Stadium in 
Colombo earlier this year. Celestine Fernando, former Bible Society general 
Secretary in Sri Lanka described it as a "great and historic day for the Christian 
community in Sri Lanka, and for the nation." Among church leaders present for the 
festive gathering were representatives of the mostly Buddhist country's Catholics, 
Anglicans, and Methodists. The day included a "colourful biblical ballet in 
oriental style, giving episodes from the creation story, the lives of Moses and 
Jesus and the apostles, and of Pentecost." 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS. Oa<U Sad 12% 


83.03.17: Zambta-support 

The African Methodist Episcopal Church in Zambia has urged its members to 
undertake a "vigorous campaign" to support Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda 
in this year's general election. The resolution of support came at the end 
of the denomination's weeklong annual meeting. Some church leaders in the 
country have been at odds with Kaunda over the issue of the teaching of 
"scientific socialism" in the nation's schools. 


83.03.18: Malaysta-ecumentecal 

Representatives of the Malaysia's Catholic bishops and the country's nine- 
denomination council of churches have met officially for the first time to 
discuss ways to foster Christian unity. They resolved to work to establish 
an "umbrella body" to include representatives of all the country's Christians, 
who are about five percent of the mostly Muslim population. 


83.03.19: Methodtst-language 

A [US] United Methodist task force is suggesting that "Lord" and "Kine" generally 
not be used to refer to God because, it says, such words perpetuate an 

assumption that God is male. A progress report from the group Says it still is 
not ready to make a judgement on the use of "Father" in reference to God. "The 
[task force] document will recognize," says chair Carolyn Henninger Oehler, 

"that there are those for whom 'Father' in reference to God is no longer 
acceptable." The task force report is to go next month to the UM ministries 
council, 


83.03.20: AACC-messages 

The general committee of the All Africa Conference of Churches met for a week 
last month in Cairo, where it received messages from Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] Pope Shenouda III. Church/state 
differences resulted in the pope's relocation to a desert monastery in 
September 1981 [1981 EPS No. 25 ]. Reports indicate that efforts are underway 


to return him to a fuller role as leader of most of the country's Christian 
minority [EPS 83.01.36], 


83.03.21: Church-nuclear 


London-based Reuter news agency reports that the church in NATO countries is 
"playing a growing role in the raging debate over nuclear weapons, often in 
conflict with governments" and that it has "become a pressure group for peace 
though not necessarily for nuclear disarmament, in intense argument over NATO 
plans to base 572 new US missiles in West Germany, Britain, Italy, Belgium and 
the Netherlands from next December." 


83.03.22: Btshops-testtmony 


Four US Anglican bishops have testified as character witnesses for two defendants 
charged with contempt of court for refusing to testify before a grand jury 
investigating bombing incidents linked by some to the Puerto Rican independence 
group, FALN. It has taken credit for approximately 100 bombings that have 

killed six people in the last eight years. One of the defendants, Maria Cueto, 

is former director of the national Episcopal Church hispanic affairs commission.The 
other, Steven Guerra, is a board member of the group which publishes the 
independent Christian magazine The Witness. Bishops testifying were Paul Moore 
(New York), Roger Blanchard, H. Coleman McGehee (Michigan), and Robert DeWitt. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources ' EPS 83.03.23-29 


83.03.23: Duteh-trade 


Four Dutch church aid and development organisations - Roman Catholic and 
Reformed - have proposed that the Netherlands alter its trade policies so 
that their negative effects on food production in developing countries are 
eliminated. The four commissioned a review of Dutch trading practices from 
the Ecumenical Study and Action Center for Investments following a suggestion 
by the World Council of Churches central committee that WCC members look into 
government and corporate involvement in world food problems. 


83.03.24: Easter greetings 


The executive committee of the synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) 
has urged NHK congregations to send Easter greetings to Christians in prison 
for their faith. Its suggested address list includes prisoners in South 
Africa, Taiwan, USSR, Czechoslovakia, and Paraguay. 


83.03.25: WNazt offspring 


The press bureau of the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) reports a national 
gathering this month for children of Dutch Nazi supporters during the 1930s 
and 1940s. The bureau says aim of the gathering is to help the offspring 

deal with a situation in which they are sometimes punished for their parents' 
views and actions. Among discussion topics are talking about the situation 
with children; the influence of the past on work, marriage, and friends; how 
one commemorates the country's liberation from the Nazis; experiences 
involving church and faith; and contacts with parents. 


G#Ue.co, Peru-"defamation"” 

Kipa, the Swiss Roman Catholic news agency, reports a "veritable campaign of 
defamation" against the Peruvian Roman Catholic church since Peruvian 
President Fernando Belaunde Terry, in a press conference early this year, 
accused church workers from overseas of "intervening in politics and agitating 
the population." 


a 
83.03.27: Angltcan-S Amertca 
The 27th Anglican national or regional grouping of dioceses is to be 
inaugurated 30 April in Buenos Aires. The new Anglican Church of the South 
American Cone groups dioceses in Chile, Bolivia, Peru, Paraguay, and Argentina, 
Inauguration was to have been last May, but Argentine/UK hostilities over the 
Falklands/Malvinas caused postponement. Northern Argentina Anglican Bishop 
David Leake is to be presiding bishop of the denomination. 


83.03.28: BEM-Lutheran 

About three dozen US Lutheran theologians spent three days last month studying 
together the 1982 international, theological convergence text on baptism, 
eucharist, and ministry (BEM) [EPS 49/02]. William Rusch, ecumenical relations 
director for the Lutheran Church in America, said the most central BEM question 
is whether the consensus can be "translated into the real life of the church." 
He also observed that "there is something fragile about BEM. I don't think it 
will be there as an option indefinitely" if church representatives unduly 
prolong the period they take react to and act on it. The Geneva-based Faith 
and Order Commission, a sub-unit of the World Council of Churches, has urged 
official church response by the end of next year. 


83.03.29: CE-development 

In the wake of the publication of "Common Crisis," second report of the inter- 
national Brandt Commission, the [Anglican] Church of England has launched a 
program of development education. One goal is that CE members give one percent 
of their net take-home pay for development efforts. 
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ECUVIEW: "Not Only Nigeria: The Church and Undocumented Migrants" EPS 83.03. 3¢ 


The following was prepared in Longer form by André Jacques, migration secretary 
at the World Counetl of Churches. It was translated from the ortginal French 
by the WCC Language service. [See EPS 83.02.79, 83.02.25, and Photo Otkoumene 
83/P4.] 


Surely there can be no one who did not feel shocked and saddened by the heart- 
rending pictures which have recently filled our television screens, showing a 
wretched, weary mass of people, terrified of attack and robbery, stunned and 
bewildered by the brutal expulsion order which has sent them fleeing back to 
their countries of origin. 


How is it possible so to ignore all the years of labour and exile endured by 
these people from Ghana, Togo, Benin, Cameroon and Chad, dismissing them as 
though it were nothing? How is it possible to issue such an order almost 
literally overnight, without warning, without even a minimum of human care for 
the practical preparations, without heed to the children, the sick, the 
individual cases, simply writing them all off as foreigners? 


It is possible, it seems, because these foreigners were in the country 
‘illegally’. Yet, "illegal' or not, they had until quite recently supplied 
the labour that was vital to the economic giant, Nigeria, with its 90 million 
inhabitants. 


This tragic event will leave a lasting stain of shame on an African country 
which has behaved without humanity and respect towards other African peoples, 
in a continent where the laws of hospitality still mean something. However, 
it highlights a problem of our times which is by no means confined to West 
Africa, namely, the existence of millions of migrants whose labour is 
exploited while their legal situation is not in order. 


In the US the exact numbers of these undocumented migrants are not known, but 
they are thought to be anything from five to ten million. There are millions 
more in Venezuela, Colombia, the Caribbean, the Antilles, Europe, Australia, 
the Gulf States and Africa. In many countries they are the matter of serious 
concern for the churches... 


What can be done by Christian groups and churches to give practical support 

in this area? We cannot accept that one category of workers should not come 
under the responsibility and protection of the authorities: an amnesty should 
be arranged and steps taken to regularize the situation. However, the provision 
of supervision and protection should not be an excuse for brutal intervention by 
the police; people who have contributed actively to an economy are entitled to 
due consideration and protection. Differences in national incomes, under- 
development , organized trafficking with, more often than not, government con- 
nivance, means that the burden of responsibility for the situation does not lie 
with the workers; we must look for legal means of putting a stop to this 

modern form of slavery. 


These workers need to be defended at two levels - individually, to protect their 
civil and human rights, and collectively, through changes in legislation. 


One thing which is urgently needed is correct and adequate information to 
counteract the corrosive effects of clashes between communities. Racism and 
hostility to foreigners are on the increase and are being used as an excuse for 
brutal action against migrants. We need to work against this trend and encourage 
multi-cultural education. Lastly, the real long-term solution to migration in 
these distressing forms is to reduce inequalities in living standards and 
eradicate hunger and unemployment by means of genuine development. 
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GHANAIANS FORCED TO LEAVE NIGERIA [see EPS 83.02.79, 83.02.25] 


2930: Children are among those forced to leave. 
2931: Assistance by church representatives in Tema. 
2932: Relief aid gratefully received. 


2933: Those arriving by ship are welcomed. 
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2934: A refugee arrives in his home village. 


2935: Relief aid to the Christian Council 
of Ghana from the Church in 
Scandinavia 


2936: In a Methodist parish in Ajumako, 140 
kilometers northwest of Accra, 
students load powdered milk. 


2937: Ghanaians on a ship being sent home 
from Nigeria. 


2938: sek Christian Council. of Ghana 
representative (left) helps with 
food distribution. 


Photos: Tore Samuelsson, Lutherhjalpen, 
Sweden. 


Phe eis, 2938 


Unless otherwise spectfied, photos in Photo Otkoumene are avatlable from the World Counet 
of Churches (Photo Section). Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Prtces are avatlable on request 


al 


UMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


lt 


x No 66, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland. Telephone (022) 988988 or 98 94.00. Telex 23 423 OIK CH. Cable Oikoumene Geneva. 


6-12 March 1983 


year 50/issue 09 


; Church urged: do own political reflection ol 
Caribbean, Central America on Reformed council agenda 32 
Swedish parish workers study service theology. 25 
RC, United reps: recommendations 34 
Church leader & media put hell on Norway's agenda 3h) 
US/FRG church leaders meet on peacemaking 36 
GDR church responds to peace arrests, coverage 37 

~ ECUPOINTS : 
"Central America Week" 38 Poland-women «47 
Lesotho-reconciliation Beh) Maori moderator -48 
Presbyterian-reunion -40 CEC-RC 49 
UK-church sale 41 Sweden-primate . 00 
CBS-rejection 42 Norway-cooperative ou 
Ireland-education 43 Norway-fund raising se 
FRG-unemp loyment 44 Norway-ecumenical ss 
FRG-RC bishops 245 Zimbwabwe-killings ee 
Canada-native rights -46 US-church colleges 55 
ECUVIEWS: 
"Letter from Toronto" 750 
"United and RC approaches to church union" Be i 
"Church and state in South Africa" Siete 


LIBRARY 

sit of 

World Counc! 

150, route de earn 
"4211 GENEVA 2 


Churches 


nical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of the 
Jouncil of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations and the World Alliance of Young 


1S Christian Associations. Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the WCC or its partners. 


SHOPTALK: 
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3) 


Sttuatton reports (avatlable from WCC tnter-church atd commisston [CICARWS]) 


a) Australta - bushftres (21 February) 


b) Ghana - foretgners expelled from Nigerta (No. 10, 25 February) 


Contact addresses (tn connectton wtth ttems tn thts EPS) 


a) Churehes' Forum on Abortgtnal Rtghts & the Constttutton (83.03.46) 
e/o Project North i ; 
80 Sackvtlle Street 4 
Toronto MéA 3E5 
Canada 


b) Central Amertca Week (83.03.38) 
c/o Inter-Reltgtous Task Force 
475 Riverside Drive (633) 

NY NY 10115 

USA 


The following tnformation, taken from a 25 February sttuation report by 
the UN agency UNDRO, updates EPS 82.02.79: 


Nigertan offtctals have given assurances that in the second phase of the 
return of altens to Ghana there wtll be no repetition of the hardship 
sttuations of the first exodus. Returnees to Ghana are now estimated 

at about 300 a day, with numbers dimintshing. There, they are dtspersed 
throughout the country. 


CHURCH URGED: DO OWN Ecumenical Press 
POLITICAL REFLECTION Service 83.03.31 


CAIRO (EPS) - General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches has urged churches to "have their own autonomous political 
reflection based on the gospel's imperatives."" He was addressing the meeting 
here last month of the AACC general committee. 


"I have a very strong feeling that our churches relied on experts and specialised 
people to analyse our political and economic situation," he said in calling for 
change. He also observed that a major African problem is that its governments 

are not always supported by the people, but rather maintained by foreign 
interests. He said the gap between rulers and ruled on the continent is widening. 


Referring to Africa's leaders, Rafransoa described "a number of them!" as "lone 
men at the helm of their states! ships. They need pastoral care, they need the 
shared faith and commitment that are needed in real statesmanship. Yet, instead 
of helping them," he continued, "the churches remain prudently on the sideline 
and are often tempted to judge and condemn." He ascribed some of Africa's 
problems to "our own unfaithfulness as Christians and our lack of civic sense 

as citizens." 


In another address to the committee, AACC Assistant General Secretary James 
Oporia-Ekwaro predicted that the rising number of refugees on the continent 
would give birth to a new kind of pan-Africanism. He said that national 
chauvinism has been used as an ideological and political weapon by bankrupt 
leaders on the continent. He added that the superpowers oppose a united 
Africa because of their economic interests. 


EPS 
CARIBBEAN, CENTRAL AMERICA Ecumenical Press 
ON REFORMED COUNCIL AGENDA Service 83.03.32 


MONTREAL (EPS) - Increased emphasis on the involvement of its southern 
contingent highlighted the annual meeting, here last month, of the Caribbean 
and North American Council of the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches. The council includes 17 denominations. 


In several resolutions on civil and religious liberties, the council stressed 
Central American concerns. It urged member denominations to ask their 
governments to stop "political and military interference...most especially the 


furnishing of military personnel, weapons, and ammunition to either side" in 
armed conflicts there. 


The council also decided to establish guidelines to strengthen ties with the 
Presbyterian Reformed Church of Cuba, and hoped for a "reconciling role" by 
the council "in the context of the policies of both" the US and Cuban 
governments. 


In other actions, the council: 


- supported native peoples' rights in Canada. 

- urged Iran to "cease the relentless persecution" of Bahais. 

- invited other Christian and other religious groups to meet to explore 
a possible Western Hemisphere conference on basic needs and human rights. 

~ expressed concern about the rights of the Hungarian minority in Romania. 

- asked member denominations to "seriously study giving Sanctuary to refugees 
from political and military persecution." 


EPS 


SWEDISH PARISH WORKERS Ecumenical Press 
STUDY SERVICE THEOLOGY Service 83.03.33 


STIGTUNA, Sweden (EPS) - There is a too fragmented situation in the [Lutheran] 
Church of Sweden, with many organisations and institutions and quite a few 
different occupations and professions. There are several levels of hierarchy 
and several programs of training for ministry in a variety of jobs in the 
church. It is necessary to arrive at a more holistic view, a common theo- 
logical basis and a way together to come to grips with the practical implemen- 
tations in regular church life. 


Such was the rationale behind a conference held here last month. Represen- 
tatives of a broad range of church bodies gathered with the theme "theology 
for service" 


What are the roles of different church workers in concert:with one another, 
including pastors and theologians? How do they find their mutual identity? 
Is it possible, to do away with some of the hierarchical structures and 
envisage a aii Nari more equality, not only in theory, theologically, but 
also in terms of salary, decision-making, participation? Are deacons more 
recognized than parish assistants, catechists and others who do not byutrad= 
ition enjoy the status of ordained minister? These were among questions 
that engaged the group. 


The Swedish context was important but the focus on Swedish issues was put in 
an international context. The basic Significance of baptism was strongly 
underlined as the ground for the ministry of all baptized believers and the 
service of the whole people of God. 


The question of ordination became a key issue at the conference. Within the 
traditional three-fold ministry, deacons, pastors, and bishops are ordained. 
But what about the others? How is it possible to draw a line? 


Some suggested a wider use of ordination, by laying on of hands and the 
invocation of the Holy Spirit for other church workers. Others wanted a 
more restricted application of ordination, defined then as a call to be 
responsible for the preaching of the Word and the administration of the 
Sacraments. That would imply also a more sacramental- liturgical under- 
standing of the diaconate. 


This is all part of a process of trying to find proper places for all the 
many gifts and ministries, avoiding, however, divisions and undue hierarchical 
tensions. This was stressed also by Uppsala Archbishop Olof Sundby in his 
opening address. A continuation committee will go on working on this task. 


Kjell Ove Ntlsson (director, Nordte Ecumenical Instttute) 
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RC,UNITED REPS: Ecumenical Press 
RECOMMENDATIONS Service 83.03.34 


ROME (EPS) - After a three-day meeting last month [21-23 February], 
representatives of six united or uniting churches and the Vatican Christian 
unity secretariat have made several recommendations concerning future relation- 
ships. 


Their meeting was a result of a call from the November 1981 consultation of 
united and uniting churches in Colombo, Sri Lanka [EPS 48/33 page 4], 

under the auspices of the Faith and Order Ccemmission, a sub-unit of the Geneva 
World Council of Churches. Those who met here urged: 


- the secretariat to encourage the Roman Catholic church on the national level 

to “enter into dialogue and co-operation with united churches and union committees 
in order that these local expressions of unity may not be isolated from universal 
concerns, nor universal concerns be pursued without reference to local needs." 


- united churches and church union committees to "explore increased contact 
with...the Roman Catholic Church." 


- united churches to “develop their own inter-communication" via the WCC and 
in some cases the various Chriistian World Communions from which their ante- 
cedent denominations came. 


- consultation between united churches and the Faith and Order Commission on 
funding to allow the commission to "continue to provide support, advice, and 
a channel of communication for the united churches." 


- the several bilateral theological conversations to proceed 
"in harmony with one another" and "related in a creative interchange with the 
costly decisions needed for actual union of all in each place." 


-continued cooperation between the secretariat and the commission, in which 
Roman Catholic theologians already fully participate. 


A similar RC/United meeting took place in May 1976. It, observes a press 
statement from the group, "raised interesting questions, but had little follow- 
up.'"' The group noted, however, “important development...in the ecumenical 
movement since 1976,"' including the international theological convergence 
text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM) [EPS 49/02], the "final reports" 
of several bilateral dialogues, the BEM reception process, the Colombo meeting, 
and the "growing involvement" by Roman Catholicism in "local ecumenical 
initiatives" and its "increased interest in the search for possibilities of 
realising ‘unity by stages.'" 


The united and uniting representatives came from India, Australia, FRG, Papua 
New Guinea, UK, and Ghana. There are currently official, national bilateral 
dialogues between the Roman Catholic Church and the United Church in Canada 
and the Uniting Church in Australia. 


Also as a result of the Colombo recommendations, a meeting of United and 
Orthodox theologians was held near Geneva last month. 
[Related ttem: EPS 83.03.57] 
EPS 


CHURCH LEADER & MEDIA PUT Ecumenical Press 
HELL ON NORWAY'S AGENDA Service 83.03.35 


The following, sltghtly adapted, was supplied by the Church of Norway Information 
Service. Its editor ts Pivind Pstang. 


OSLO (EPS) - The combination of a church leader very concerned that also the 
grimmer outcome of the final judgement be present in Christian proclamation, 

and a newspaper news desk just looking for a church scandal, suddenly splashed 
hell across front pages here in the first days of 1983. After less than a fort- 
night, people were reported to be leaving the [Lutheran] church of Norway (NK) 

by the hundreds, because a church convention had allegedly revived fire-and- 
brimstone Christianity in Norway. 


What happened was that Gunnar Presteg&rd, general secretary. of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Inner Mission Society and chairman of the Council of Voluntary Christian 
Organisations (OF) in the Church of Norway, devoted a paragraph of his opening 
speech at the annual OF meeting to the need he sees to proclaim also God's 

wrath. "Those who are cursing and those who are praying will both face God in 
the judgment," Presteg&ard said. 


No main point in Presteg&rd's speech, this paragraph was not debated by the more 
than 20 general secretaries and chairmen at the OF meeting in the mountain 
village of Geilo. But, having elaborated on his opinions in an interview with 
the liberal Oslo daily Dagbladet, while travelling to Geilo, Presteg&rd had to 
do some fighting afterwards, to convince people that he has no intention to 
scare them to heaven. 


Prestegards colleagues at Geilo have supported him in the debate afterwards. 
Stressing that no one wants to make hell the main theme in Christian 
proclamation, General Secretaries Odd Bondevik of the Norwegian Missionary 
Society and Old Abel Sveen of the Western Norwegian Inner Mission Federation 
Say 1t is impossible to neglect the Bible's word that those who do not believe 
will be lost. 


Prestegard's statements appear to have given a number of people on the brink of 
leaving the church a final push to do so. According to the Federation of Humanistic 
Ethics here, several hundreds have asked for information on how to leave. Many 

have also joined the federation, most of them referring directly to Presteg&ard's 
statement as a reason for their decision. 


Oslo Bishop Andreas Aarflot ,NK primate,does not agree with Presteg&rd that God's 
wrath is absent in today's proclamation. "I see no lack in our proclamation on 
this point. Church of Norway pastors treat this theme where it should be 
treated, in connection with the biblical texts", Aarflot says. He-adds that 
church leaders should express themselves with care in mass media. 


Inge Lénning, professor at the University of Oslo Theological faculty, recently 
commented that the New Testament seems to contain conflicting views on whether 
those who do not- believe are facing eternal absence from God. Thus, he warned 
not to turn this into the focal point of Christian proclamation today. 


EPS 


UK/FRG CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
MEET ON PEACEMAKING Service 83.03.36 


BERLIN (EPS) - Leaders of six US denominations and the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (a grouping of United, Lutheran, and Reformed regional churches in 
the FRG) have issued a statement on common concerns, especially peacemaking, 
following a meeting here last month [16-23 February]. 


"While we do not advocate unilateral disarmament," the leaders say, "we urge 


that initiatives be taken by one side or the other to break the deadlock of 
suspicion that has led to the development of a new generation of nuclear 
weapons." 


The visit returned one by FRG church leaders to the US in 1981. The US 
denominations involved here were United Church of Christ, United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, Presbyterian Church in the US, Reformed Church in America, 
American Lutheran Church, and Lutheran Church in America. The group also 
stopped in Frankfurt and Bonn. 


The leaders speak of their "profound concern for the rights of all persons 

to freedom and justice....All nations share responsibility for the conflicts 
of the past and for creating a peaceful world."" They encourage Christians 

"in both East and West to press their governments for actions that will lessen 
international tensions and to negotiate reductions in both nuclear and 
conventional weapons." 


The group also makes some more general observations about "many problems and 
opportunities we have in common. On both continents we are seriously 

troubled by unemployment and inflation. We also share concern for the effects 
of secularism that leave millions in our societies without the guidance of 
Christian teaching as a basis for ethical decision-making." In response, they 
urge "witness...at once personal and corporate, both by local congregations and 
together as churches with ecumenical commitments." 


The principal addresses during the meeting were given by Presiding Bishop 
David Preus of the American Lutheran Church and President Helmut Hild of the 
Evangelical Church in Hessen and Nassau. Preus said he is "persuaded that 
western churches must speak out as forcefully against Soviet war preparations 
aS against those of our own countries." Hild observed that “commonly acknow- 
ledged criteria for co-existence...amid ideological opposition can only be 
developed if the other side is not merely identified as being totally evil." 
Preus also said "churches have a unique opportunity to affect and change public 
opinion" on the arms race. A nuclear freeze, he said,"ought to receive 
continued church support." 


During the discussion, West Berlin Mayor Richard Freihenn von Weizsaecker, 

a member of the EKD council, said churches must ask themselves if they are 
contributing positively to arms-reduction negotiations. LCA Bishop James 
Crumley said he is "not sure our branding of nuclear war as immoral - as true 
as that is - will help us in our approach to governments." 


Hannover Lutheran Bishop Eduard Lohse warned against "simple answers."' He 
said church proposals and efforts for peace must relate to political reality 
"in the soberness of love." He urged that church people listen to their 
members who are government leaders and "learn how difficult it is to have 
political leadership in our day." 


EPS 


GDR CHURCH RESPONDS TO Ecumenical Press 
PEACE ARRESTS, COVERAGE Service’ 83.03.37 


In the matn, the following ts adapted from an arttele tn the 3 March issue of 
Lutheran World Informatton. 


BERLIN (EPS) - A dozen GDR (East German) youths,arrested in the wake of a 
Christmas Eve "minute of silence" peace demonstration in Jena, have 

been released after a month in custody. The group includes some Christians. 
The situation, and coverage of it in the FRG (West German) and other western 
media, have involved the leadership of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Thiiringen (ELKT). 


In January, while the group was still detained, the ELKT told western 
correspondents working in the GDR that it was not connected with the Jena 
demonstrators. Then, last month, the Frankfurter Allgemeine newspaper 
carried a letter attributed to 18 youths in the Gera district of Thiiringen. 
In it, they attacked the church leadership for its silence on the matter. 


A Thiiringen church spokesperson expressed doubts about the letter's 
authenticity, indicating that it had not reached church headquarters, and 
noting that there is no clear indication that it was sent by church people. 


Responding to the letter's charges that the church abandoned the arrested 

youth, . Thiiringen Lutheran Bishop Werner Leich said the church intercedes 

on behalf of all in affliction, "even if we do not share their motivations 
and convictions". Such intervention, he noted, is not always public. 


"Anyway", he added, "such steps are not detoured through the western 
media." He said such private efforts bear fruit. A few days later, the 
youths were released. 


The bishop added that his church has an intense interest in peace and 
efforts toward it, but that it is not possible to ascribe the actions of 
individual groups to the church, even if the groups' and the church's 
concerns overlap. 


In West Berlin, pastor and former mayor Heinrich Albertz denounced western 
media coverage of the affair as "scandalous". He said the church in the 
GDR is trying to create "free room" in its context. "It is not the role 
of western observers to work against this or to begin to warm themselves 
on the anti-communist fire", he added. 


GDR church support for peace has led to some tensions between it and the 
state in recent months [EPS 82.10.78]. Last month in Dresden, on the 
anniversary of the World War 2 firebombing of the city in 1945, two 
commemorations reportedly took place side by side. 


As church bells tolled marking the air raid, the official Free German 
Youth mounted an honour guard at the city's memorial stone to the 35,000 
who died. Some meters away, a couple hundred young Christians gathered 
around the fallen masonry, planted lighted candles in the snow, and sang 
"We Shall Overcome". 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.38-43 


85.08.38: "Central America Week" 

Four US religious groups — Inter-Religious Task Force on El Salvador and 
Central America, Religious Task Force on Central America, Clergy and Laity 
Concerned, and American Friends’ Service Committee - have developed material 
for use in observing "Central America Week" this month [18-27 March |*"~ The 
period includes the anniversary of the 24 March 1980 murder of Roman Catholic 
San Salvador Archbishop Oscar Romero while he was at the altar celebrating the 
eucharist. Among other things, the groups "protest mounting US military 

aid and covert operations in Central America." 


83.03.39: Lesotho-reconetliatton 

Leaders of Lesotho's three largest denominations - Roman Catholic, Evangelical 
(Reformed), and Anglican - have announced a major effort to reconcile the 
government of Chief Leabua Jonathan and exiled opposition groups. "Basotho 

kill other Basotho, and Christians kill other Christians" because of the conflicts 
in the country, the leaders say. "We must find a remedy for this terrible 
sickness." 


83.08.40: Presbytertan-reunton 

Roughly 90 percent of the three-million-plus US Presbyterians are to be together 
in one denomination after being divided since the US Civil War (1861-65). By 
last month the required number of presbyteries (regional units) of the 
Presbyterian Church in the US and United Presbyterian Church had approved 
reunion into the Presbyterian Church (USA). 


83.03.41: UK-church sales 


Despite the rejection by a very narrow margin by the Church of England's 
general synod last month of the principle of letting redundant Anglican 
churches be made available to non-Christian religions for worship, the Church 
Commissioners have decided to go ahead with the sale of the redundant mid- 
19th century church of St Luke, Southampton,to the Sikh community there. 

The sale is understood to have the approval of the local community generally 
and has the backing of the local Anglican diocese, Winchester. 


83.03.42: CBS-rejeecttion 


The CBS television network in the US has declined separate requests from 

the National Council of Churches and executives of five denominations for time 
to respond to its 23 January segment on NCC and other church work, in which it 
Said that some church money goes to support Marxism and revolutionary violence 
[EPS 83.02.32]. "We believe the broadcast was, in all respects, fair and 
accurate," wrote Robert Chandler, CBS senior vice president for documentaries 
and operations, to NCC General Secretary Claire Randall. "We feel no obligation 
morally or journalistically, to offer you time." In a related development, 
the executive board of the United Methodist bishops is to consider at its 
meeting this month appointment of a "blue ribbon" panel to study allegations 
about the NCC and the World Council of Churches. 


83.03.43: Ireland-educatton 

The Belfast-based Irish Council of Churches and the Dublin-based Irish [Roman 
Catholic] Commission for Justice and Peace, have released an eight-unit 
educational program aimed at 8-12-year-olds. An efficial active in the 
development of the material, which took four years, says, "We hope the program 
will open their outlook, help them to come to terms with the resolution of 
conflict [in Northern Ireland] to remove barriers between Protestants and 
Catholics." 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.44-49 


83.03.44: FRG-unemployment 

The synod of Wiirtemberg of the Evangelical Church in [West] Germany has 
proposed that church workers give a percentage of their salary to allow 

the church to employ some of the unemployed. The proposal requires another 
affirmative vote by the synod before it could take effect. 


83.03.45: FRG-RC bishops 

West Germany's Roman Catholic bishops have urged the Soviet Union to grant 
freedom of opinion and religion to all Soviet Christians. They also called 
for the immediate release of persons arrested in connection with what they 
consider the exercise of their religious convictions. The bishops also 
spoke of their concern about the church situation in Guatemala and Vietnam. 


83.03.46: Canada-nattve rights 

The Churches! Forum on Aboriginal Rights and the Constitution, with 

representatives from 10 Christian denominations or agencies (Anglican, Roman 
Catholic, Lutheran, Mennonite, Presbyterian, Quaker, United, and Canadian 

Council of Churches), is distributing material urging church members to 

support the rights of native people as Canadian government leaders gather 

in mid-month [15-16 March] to discuss, among other things,which aboriginal 

and treaty rights are to be included in Canada's recently repatriated constitution. 
The forum says the new constitutional situation "affords us the chance to renew 
our faith with the indigenous peoples of this land." 


83.03.47: Poland women 


Geneva-based Reformed Press Service reports in last month's issue that the 
ordination of women is on the agenda of next month's national synod of the 
Reformed Evangelical Church in Poland. Synod acceptance of the practice is 
"still an open question," but the denomination is said to be "moving towards 
a more favorable attitude." RECP also reports an increase in church activity 
and interest in recent months, a phenomenon said to be common to other 
denominations as well. 


83.03.48:Maort moderator 

Tama Hehe Takao, a dairy farmer studying for ordination, is to be installed 
next year as the first Maori moderator of the Presbyterian Church of New 
Zealand. Treatment of the Maoris by the numerically dominant descendants of 
New Zealand's white European settlers is an issue there [EPS 83.02.54]. 


Boe Udn Bee oCEGRRC 

Representatives of the Conference of European Churches and the Joint Committee 
of European [Roman Catholic] Bishops' Conferences held their annual meeting 
last month [9-11 February] near Geneva. The group examined two documents - 
first draft of a text commenting in modern terms on the fourth-century Nicene 
Creed, and a document on common witness given by Christians of various 
traditions. The group also worked on plans for a third "ecumenical encounter" 
of church leaders scheduled for latter 1984 in north Italy. (Previous 
encounters were held in 1978 and 1981). Next year's joint committee meeting 
is 8-10 February, probably in Luxemburg. Besides CEC staff, the CEC delegation 
included Lutheran, Eastern Orthodox, and Reformed representatives from France, 
USSR; FRG, and Hungary. The Roman Catholic bishops came from FRG, Denmark, 
and Switzerland. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03 .50-55 
83.03.50: Sweden-pritmate 


Swedish Lutherans have a new primate. Bertil Werkstrom is currently bishop 
of Harnosand in the Church of Sweden (SK). In July, he is to succeed the 
retiring Olof Sundby as archbishop of Uppsala. Werkstr6m was the first- 
ranked of the three candidates submitted by the church to the government for 
possible appointment. A former hospital chaplain, he is a fully accredited 
psychotherapist. A SK release describes him as an "able administrator, a 
progressive leader, and a strong spiritual person." He shares the view of 


the current, Social Democratic, government that church and state and Sweden 
should be separated. 


83.03.51: Norway-cooperatton 

A report presented to the annual meeting of leaders of 11 voluntary 
organisations in the [Lutheran] Church of Norway, earlier this year in Geilo, 
advises large-scale cooperation in radio, television, video, magazines, 
publishing, and media education. 


83.03.52: Norway-fund ratstng 

Norwegian Church Aid has concluded that it is "far more difficult to raise 
money for emergencies than in earlier years." NCA information officer Svein 
Torn&’s says that in general, people's wish to bridge the poverty gap has cooled 
since the 1970s. Politicians seem less optimistic, the mass media no longer 
cover such problems so much, and people's personal financial 

situations have become more difficult, he adds by way of explanation. 


83.03.53: Norway-ecumenteal 

A decision to allow Roman Catholics to celebrate the liturgy four times a year 
in a [Lutheran] Church a Norway (NK) parish church in Ski, southeast of Oslo, has 
prompted a stormy outburst at a parish meeting. The parish-council minority 
opposed to the decision is supported by leaders of two national NK voluntary 
organisations, the Norwegian Lutheran Mission and Norwegian Lutheran Inner 
Mission Society. They object that Roman Catholicism "does not have the Bible 
as the sole basis for its teaching."' The NK bishop for the region, Gunnar 
Lislerud of Borg, says "our church recognizes the Roman Catholic Church as 

a Christian church." he calls the parish council's decision reaching out a 
"brotherly hand to brothers and sisters in another boat, heading for the same 
destination as the Lutherans." 

83.03.54: Ztmbwabwe-ktlltngs 

Matabeleland Anglican Bishop Robert Mercer called last month [23 February] for 
an independent international inquiry into allegations of atrocities by the 
Zimbabwe army in the area included in his diocese. He made his appeal following 
a discussion of the situation by leaders of more than a dozen denominations in 
the region. In the US, the Washington Post newspaper reported that "Zimbabwean 
soldiers have killed hundreds of civilians in the past month in an offensive 
against dissidents in the southwestern part of the country, according to church 
and nongovernmental relief officials." The government says the killings are by 
opponents disguised as government troops in an effort to undermine it. 


83.03.55: US-church colleges 

Whitworth, a Presbyterian college in Spokane, Washington, US, is offering its 
students a dining-hall program called "Nutrition 1985." Those who sign up are 
served what is considered healthier, more ecologically responsible food, and 
also hear meal-time speakers about economic and political issues related to 
food. Another church-related college in the US, Oklahoma Christain, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, has erected a major display sympathetic to capitalism called 
Enterprise Square, USA. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Letter from Toronto" EPS 83.03%56 


A Christmas statement on unemployment by Canada's Roman Catholic bishops is 
still garnering attention from Christians and non-Christians across the 
country. The statement, which raised pointed moral and practical questions 
about Canada's 1.5 million unemployed people, was written by eight bishops 
of the Roman Catholic Episcopal Commission for Social Reform of the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 


Similar statements have been made by Canadian churches, but several factors 
combined to bring this report into the public eye. One is the 13 - 14 per- 
cent rate of unemployment now hitting formerly "safe" middle-class people; 
another was the slow news week between Christmas and New Year. A third is 
the strong wording of the statement. Before its release, it was tested on 
business people whose angry reaction made clear it would spark debate and 
controversy. 


"Ethical Reflections on the Economic Crisis" basically calls for an economic 
system that places people ahead of profits. Some of its main points are 

that needs of the poor must be given priority over the wants of the PLGH, 
labour unions should have more say in planning the economy, rights of 

workers are more important than higher profits, Canadians should plan a new 
economic strategy where "first priority must be given to the real victims" 
(including unemployed people, lower-income people, pensioners, native 

people, women, young people, farmers and fishers), and fighting the "scourge" 
of unemployment - not inflation - should be the major concern of government 
and business. 


The basis for the statement, the bishops say, comes not from any political 
belief, but from two specific Biblical principles: Jesus' "preferential 
option" for poor, afflicted and oppressed people, and the "Special value 
and dignity of human work in God's plan for creation". 


The amount of press attention awarded the text was unprecedented; it 

was splashed across front and editorial pages of newspapers across the country. 
Even publications in the US, where few Canadian stories are deemed newsworthy, 
carried the item. Predictably, the business community denounced the statement. 
Also predictably, the bishops were attacked for using Marxist analysis and for 
interfering with the state. - 


What was not so predictable was the grassroots support for the bishops. For 
example, on one cross-country radio show, so many people called to support 
the bishops" action that the host had to make a special pitch for people who 
disagreed to phone in. 


The bishops received support from some national church leaders of other 
denominations, including _ Anglican Primate Ted Scott, and United Moderator 
Clarke MacDonald. Those two, plus Canadian Council of Churches President 
Russel Legge, Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops President Henri Legare, 
Lutheran Church in America- Canada Section President Robert Binhammer and 
Presbyterian Moderator Wayne Smith, met with Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau 

to state their opposition to the US government's request to test the nuclear 
cruise missile in Canada. (The request is based on the fact that terrain in 
northern Alberta closely resembles that of the Soviet Union.) The group also 
sent a pastoral letter to all church members, urging them to speak against 

the testing through letters to the government. In spite of that and other 
opposition, the Canadian government has Signed a general defence treaty with 
the US that will include testing of weapons, although each weapons-testing 
treaty must be signed separately. 


Joanne Fatrhart-Houlden (journalist, Untted Church lof Canada] Observer) 
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ECUVIEW: "United and RC Approaches to Church Union" EPS (83.036 J/ 


The following ts excerpted from a memorandum prepared by a meeting last month 
of representatives of united and untting churches and the Vattean Christian 
untty secretartat [EPS 83.03.34 ] 


The united churches embody a response to the necessity of expressing the unity 
of Christians in a particular place by finding a sufficient consensus of 
doctrine and courage of action to present their witness as one body offering 
its worship to the glory of the Triune God and rendering its service and 
testimony to the gospel in a united approach to their fellow men and women 

in the particular community where they are located. This united approach is 
made in order to apply to a specific situation the universal truths of the 
faith and in the hope of a more universal unity. 


The Roman Catholic Church stresses that the confession of the same apostolic 
faith is one of the essential elements of the unity of a universal fellowship 
transcending national and cultural boundaries. This universal unity in 

faith is seen as the deep root of each expression of this faith in a given 
culture. Thus the Roman Catholic Church involves itself in the dialogues, 
multilateral and bilateral, in order to progress towards a common expression 
by all Christians of the whole apostolic faith; the special concern to maintain 
the universal fellowship of the Church in all times and in all places is 
inseparable from its other concern for local unity earthed in a living 
expression in a local culture and tradition. 


These differences of approach have produced a difference also of attitude 
towards the achivement of doctrinal consensus, United churches have not 

come together on the basis of a minimum of doctrine; rather they have sought 
an expression of Christian teaching adequate for two purposes - first to over- 
come the particular doctrinal disputes which led to the disunity of those 
churches which joined to form the united body and second to enable them to 
address their situation in relevant evangelisation and service. 


Within the total fellowship of Christians they are aware of other doctrinal 
questions and other human needs. This is one reason why they need the 

Worki Council of Churches as a forum for their meeting with other churches. 

But it is the local task of embodying unity that has primarily determined their 
response. 


The Roman Catholic Church with the same concern for embodying unity emphasises 
the need for an agreement in the wholeness of truth in Christ as this is 
addressed to the needs of the whole world and people of every period of human 
history. This does not preclude the flexibility of response to local situations 
which united churches have found to be so important for their development, but 
the Roman Catholic emphasis on wholeness acts, along with other features of 

the ecumenical movement, as a reference point for the self-evaluation of 

united churches.... 


Alongside these dialectics of local and universal, of immediate relevance and 
wholeness of truth, of change and continuity, there is a fourth dialectic of 
the inner life of the church and its mission in the world. This is a dialectic 
present wherever Christians are grappling with contemporary problems of human 
living, and it is misleading to present the united churches as pragmatic 
activists or the Roman Catholic Church as absorbed only in contemplation and 
adoration of the divine mystery. Our churches ought more extensively to help 
one another in exploring the proper relation between the unity of the Church 
and the renewal of humankind. 
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ECUVIEW: "Church and State in South Africa" EPS 83.03.58 


The followtng are excerpts from an evaluatton of the theologteal posttton 
and acttvittes of the South Africa Counetl of Churches by David Bosch, 
Professor of Theology at the Untverstty of South Afrtca. In hts final 
section, Bosch turns to the questton of what the state ought to do when an 
ecclestasttcal body challenges and opposes tt. Hts statement was submitted 
to the Eloff Commtsston, a South Aftrean government body investigating the 
SACC [EPS 83.02.81]. 


- The theology of the SACC is undoubtedly also contextual and to a large 
extent stamped by the experiences of the churches affiliated to the Council. 
If we assume that about 80% of those members hail from the less privileged 
sectors of South African society (the so-called Blacks, Coloureds and 
Indians), then it goes without saying that their existential experience in 
the South African crucible will colour their theological thinking. 


If, moreover, the overwhelming majority of White members in SACC affiliated 
churches are so-called "English-speaking South Africans", another socio- 
logical factor has to be recognised; since 1948 White English-speaking South 
Africans have become very marginal in matters political. This marginality 
undoubtedly also affects the way in which English-speaking Christians 
theologise. It should, however, constantly be kept in mind that White 
Afrikaans-speaking Christians likewise theologise contextually... 


In view of the fact that all theology is contextual, it is to be lamented 
when church leaders make apodictic statements about social, political and 
economic issues... The only remedy for this malcondition would be to help 
church leaders become aware of the contextualness - and therefore the 
relativity — of their positions. This is not to plead for complete 
relativism. Even if the church cannot claim divine guidance for precise 
solutions to political and social problems it can, with authority, identify 
socio-political maladies that should not be tolerated... 


If the church speaks out on [such] issues ... it "tresspasses" on the terrain 
civil authorities claim to be theirs, even if the church argues —- with an 
appeal to Scripture - that it has the right to do what it does and say what 
Says. It would then - from the perspective of the state — be completely in 
order for the state to act against the church... Whether it would be prudent 
for the state to act in these circumstances is, however, a completely different 
matter. The following points may, in such a situation, be taken into 
consideration: Where the church takes up the cause of those who have - for 
whatever reason - become marginal, it behoves a wise government to allow the 
church to become its conscience... 


A wise government would take even more care to listen if the ecclesiastical 
body that criticises it represents a segment of the population which does not 
have the same channels of expressing themselves politically as the rest of the 
population has. Though it may sound like wishful thinking, it should perhaps 
be added that a wise government - even if it finds the church's criticism 
irritating - ought to welcome such a critical voice, even if it sounds 

ete Wek ey Bae ; 


The ecclesiastical tradition of the dominant group in this country happens 
to be the Reformed or Calvinist tradition. It is one of the pillars of this 
tradition that there is no area of life that does not fall under the scrutiny 
of the Word of God... 
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ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME Ecumenical Press 
ANNOUNCED BY WCC Service 83.03.59 


GENEVA (EPS) - Following the meeting of the WCC executive committee here, 
details about the programme for the next WCC assembly (24 July - 10 August, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada) were announced: 


Two gatherings for worship and celebration mark the assembly's first day. Preacher 
in the morning is Pauline Webb, broadcaster and British Methodist. Preacher at 

the public celebration that afternoon is Jean Vanier, Canadian Roman Catholic and 
founder of the 1'Arche movement which serves the mentally handicapped. 


During the first week of the assembly, several speakers are to address the 
theme, "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World," using a variety of formats, 
including music and audio-visual presentations, short testimonies, dance and 
mime. There are also to be responses from the 900-plus delegates. 


During the plenary session on the theme, two leading voices are to be Eastern 
Orthodox theologian Theodore Stylianopoulos, New Testament professor at Holy 
Cross School of Theology, Brookline, Massachusetts, US, and South African 
Reformed theologian Allan Boesak, president of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches. 


Plenary sessions are also devoted during the first week to the assembly's four 
sub-themes. That on "Life overcoming and confronting death" is to hear from 
Hyung-Kyu Park, former moderator of the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of 
[South] Korea; Domitila Barrios de Chungara, a labour organiser in the tin mines 
of Bolivia; Misaeri Kauma,a Ugandan Anglican bishop experienced in refugee work, 
and himself a former exile; Frieda Haddad, a Syrian Orthodox lay leader who 

lived through the siege of West Beirut last year; and Helen Caldicott, an 
Australian scientist,medical.doctor, and nuclear-weapons opponent. 


The plenary on "Life in unity" is to be addressed by Russian Orthodox theologian 
Vitaly Borovoy, representative of the Moscow Patriarchate at the Ecumenical 
Center in Geneva, and two economists. One from the Third World is to be named. 
The other is Jan Pronk, former Dutch development minister and now deputy general 
secretary of UNCTAD, and UN agency. 


The plenary on "Life in its fullness" is to hear presentations from theologian 
and poet Dorothea Sdlle (FRG), currently teaching at Union Seminary in New York, 
and an Orthodox monk (to be named). Additional testimonies from a variety of 
Christian traditions, including Roman Catholic, evangelical, and charismatic, 
are to be included. 


Introducing the plenary on "Life a gift of God" is to be systematic theologian 
John Vikstrom, Finnish Lutheran archbishop and primate. Several others are to 
offer testimonies. Among them UK scientist John Francis, Zimbabwe educator 
Sithembeso Nyoni, and a native Canadian (to be named). Affirmations of life by 
selected guests of other faiths are also scheduled. 


Three of the speakers for the Pacific plenary were named - Sione Amanaki Havea, 
principal of the Pacific Theol@gical College, Fiji3; Ronny Phadom, a New 
Caledonia social worker; and Pacific Conference of Churches General Secretary 
Baiteky Nabetaria. Details of a plenary on Canada are to be announced later. 


Peace and justice concerns are to receive particular attention at several points 
during the assembly - during a special plenary, and in sub-theme, issue and visitors' 
programme discussions, through a public statement from the assembly, and in 
connection with a public witness on the eve of the anniversary of the nuclear 

attack on Hiroshima (6 August 1945). The latter is to include symbolic actions, 
procession, and an all-night vigil leading into a celebration of the eucharist. 


EPS 


WCC EXECUTIVE Ecumenical Press 
MEETS IN GENEVA Service 83.03.60 


GENEVA (EPS) - Final preparations for the next assembly of the World Council 
of Churches (24 July - 10 August, Vancouver, British Colombia, Canada) 
dominated the agenda of the 26-member WCC executive committee during its 
weeklong [28 February - 4 March] semi-annual meeting, here [separate story: 
EPS, 83.03). 9]: 


The committee, and the larger central committee (which meets annually) govern 
the 303-denomination WCC between assemblies, the last of which was in Nairobi 
in December 1975. The meeting here was the executive committee's last full 
session before the next assembly. It reviewed council work since Nairobi in 
preparation for reporting to Vancouver. 


In a letter from WCC Moderator Ted Scott (Canadian Anglican primate) and WCC 
General Secretary Philip Potter [text available on request], the committee 
formally invited Pope John Paul II to visit the Ecumenical Center for a four- 
hour visit on his first day in Switzerland in May/June 1984. 


The WCC leaders express the hope that the occasion might mark "visible renewal 

of our commitment to deepen the real though imperfect communion" between Roman 
Catholicism and WCC member churches, and be a "public sign of common witness in 
the present ecumenical situation." Scott and Potter also suggest an exchange 
about "new directions which will emerge from the Vancouver Assembly" for WCC life 
and work, and hope that the pope and WCC representatives can "envisage in common 
ways to manifest more fully the growth of communion among the churches." 


The pope was to have visited the WCC in 1981, but that visit was called off after 
the attempt on his life. Pope Paul VI visited in 1969. 


The committee approved two denominations for WCC membership - the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of South Africa and the Baptist Convention of Nicaragua, 
bringing the total to 303. The Swaziland Council of Churches was accepted 

as a WCC associate council. 


Several staff appointments to take effect between now and September were 
announced: Gwen Cashmore (UK), director for renewal and congregational 
life, Carlos Sintado (Argentina), youth director, Wesley Ariarajah (Sri 
Lanka), director of dialogue with people of living faiths and ideologies, 
and Peter Williams (Denmark), photographic services coordinator. 


Cashmore, currently WCC secretary for mission relationships, succeeds 
David Tatchell. Sintado, who has been acting youth director, succeeds 
Peter Moss. Sintado has also been acting as head of Cashmore's new sub- 
unit. Ariarajah continues to have responsibility for Christian-Hindu/ 
Buddhist relations. He succeeds John B. Taylor, who leaves the WCC staff 
in September. Taylor is also program secretary for Christian—Muslim 


relations. Williams is a photographer and filmmaker who has worked 
extensively with church and development agencies. 


Two members of the faith and order executive staff also leave shortly 
after the WCC assembly. William Lazareth, director, has resigned to accept 
a Lutheran pastorate in New York City. Michael Kinnamon, seconded to the 
Staff as executive secretary by the [US] Christian Church (Disciples of 


Christ), assumes a teaching post at Christian Theological Seminary, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


EPS 


RC BISHOPS CRITICIZE Ecumenical Press 
FILIPINO GOVERNMENT Service 83.03.61 


MANILA (EPS) - The Roman Catholic bishops of the Philippines have charged that 
the government of President Ferdinand Marcos is guilty of corruption, economic 
mismanagement, and repression. 


In eight-page message sent to the 3,000 Roman Catholic parishes in this mostly 
Roman Catholic country, the 102 bishops called for an end to repression, and 
genuine remedies, "not mere promises and palliatives" for the nation's problems. 
They also condemned "any action or program that runs counter to the primary 
values of the gospel: the torture and murder of citizens simply because they 
are of a different political persuasion from that of the present or would-be 
powerholders; the silencing of peoples; the suppression of the media." 


Later last month, the government said it would expel Australian missionary 
priest Brian Gore, on charges that he collaborated with pro-communist insurgents. 
He and two other priests, Irishman Niall O'Brien and Filipino Vincente 

Dangan, are charged with murdering a town mayor a year ago. The dead mayor 


himself faced charges of murdering religious workers found on his farm. 


Gore's expulsion would come following the results of the trial of the three. 


REFORMED COMMITTEE Ecumenical Press 
APPROVES PRIORITIES Service 83.03.62 


KAPPEL AM ALBIS, Zurich (EPS) - The executive committee of the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches has decided that reflection on Reformed witness in 
today's world is to be the alliance's top priority in coming years. The 
committee ended its weeklong session this month [4 March]. 


To implement the priority, it directed appeals to the 157 member denominations 
(including the newly admitted Evangelical Reformed Church in Bayern) to supply 
necessary funds for a new program, "called to witness to the gospel today." 


The 32-member committee also declared human-rights issues and women's concerns 
"of extreme urgency and importance™ and appealed to WARC members to lend 
necessary personnel to allow the alliance to proceed on these subjects. It 
called for a study of the impact of feminist theology on Reformed theology. 

In another theological decision, it adopted a statement on the issue of 
"status confessionis,'' a situation in which the church declares something 
contrary to the gospel, as the WARC general council last August judged apartheid. 


The day after the committee met was given over to a special encounter with 
Baptist and Mennonite representatives to mark theological rapprochement 
between the Reformed and Anabaptist traditions. It concluded with a joint 
celebration of the Lord's supper in Zurich's main Reformed church, base of 
operations for 16th century church reformer Ulrich Zwingli. 


In a message marking the World Council of Churches assembly next 24 July - 
10 August in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, the alliance reiterated 
loyalty to and continuing support for one ecumenical movement. Ina 
separate letter, it urges the WCC convene an ecumenical gathering "where 
all the churches would express their commitment to peace and justice." 


EPS 


WOMEN'S ORDINATION: Ecumenical Press 
WHY NOT? - NOT,WHY? Service 83.03.63 


The following ts abridged and adapted from an article tn the 3 March 
Lutheran World Informatton by Jeffrey Nellermoe. 


GENEVA (EPS) - "The question shoudd no longer be asked if women should be 
ordained, but rather, is there any valid reason why women may not be ordained?" 
This was one of the conclusions reached by 19 people who participated in a 
four-day workshop on "women in the ministries of the church" sponsored by the 
Lutheran World Federation studies department. 


Fifteen women and four men from Lutheran churches in Finland, France, FRG, 
GDR, Poland, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Tanzania, Namibia, Holland, Brazil and the 
US, including three ecumenical observers, drafted a study guide which in part 
will be included in an LWF statement on ministry. The draft points out 
involvement of women in the various ministries of the church and discusses 
policies concerning the ordination of women. 


In her presentation, FRG. Pastor Erika Reichle said the church faces three 
challenges on the question of women and church authority: (1) the relationship 
of the priesthood of all believers to the ordained ministry, (2) the biblical 
equation of human existence with a relationship between women and men, and 

(3) social ethical balances between family and professional responsibilities, 
parenthood and priesthood, ordained and parental ministry. 


In his presentation, LWF Worship Secretary Eugene Brand argued that the burden 
of proof is on those who would prevent women from occupying any of the 
"instances of the one ministry of Christ, which is the responsibility of the 
whole church....Gifts and talents," he observed, "or the lack thereof, may 
disqualify someone from a particular ministry (not every member of Christ's 
body has the same function), but not gender." 


Some fear "feminization" if more women take church leadership 
roles... "What.does. feminine. mean?" asked.Lois Leffler,director 
offfield programs, for Lutheran» church Women, .Lupwerancc hure nan 


America. "Male pastors tend to have more so-called feminine traits than those 
in other male occupations. What are those characteristics that make one human 
more feminine or masculine? We have been socialized to adopt certain 
characteristics ascribed to a sex," she said. 


Veronica Swai, secretary for women in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanyania, noted that in some pre-Christian cultures, women often held positions 
of high authority in society. Leffler added that in some cases it was only 

with the introduction of Christianity in Africa by Western missionaries that the 
role of women in African culture was devalued and subjugated. The missionaries 
brought with them their own socialized prejudices and transplanted them in 
African culture, she said. 
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IRISH POLITICAL LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
CALLED PRISONERS OF PAST Service 83.03.64 


LONDON (EPS) - Methodist Church in Ireland President Eric Gallagher says the 
church there should do what politicians have failed to - identify and spell 
out criteria for a just solution to the decades of inter-communal strife. 


Gallagher was delivering the annual Irish School of Ecumenics lecture at King's 
College, London [8 March]. He said that Protestants, currently a majority 

in the northeast portion of the island which is still part of the UK, could 

not win a numbers game. He warned of the need to work out a settlement with 
which they could live when they become a minority (as they are currently in 
terms of the island's total popplation, which is mostly Roman Catholic) 


Calling Irish politicians prisoners of the past, he said a Christian think- 
tank approach might enable them to see privately what they currently dare 
not say publicly. He also faulted as "disgraceful" the lack of Irish church 
response to a 1976 ecumenical report on violence in Ireland. 


EPS 


US CHURCH LEADERS TO MEET Ecumenical Press 
ON NEW INTER-CHURCH FORUM Service 83.03.65 


MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - A wide spectrum of US denominational leaders are meeting 

here this month [24-25 March] to discuss whether a new, inter-church forum or 
organisation is needed in the US. Those scheduled to attend include leaders 

of several denominations not among the 32 members of the New York-based National 
Council of Churches. 


However, President Milton Engebretson of the Evangelical Covenant Church of 
America, who chatts the steering committee of the 13-year-old ad hoc group 
convening the meeting, says he ie "mad" about a Newsweek magazine report last 
month calling the meeting here "another challenge" to the NCC. He says there 
is "no connection whatsoever" between the meeting and recent media criticism of 
Phe counci. [EPS 83.03.0/;. 02.32; 02.03]. 


With the theme "the mission of the church - the unity of Christ's body," the 
meeting schedule includes major presentations by evangelist Billy Graham, 
American Lutheran Presiding Bishop David Preus, and Roman Catholic St. Paul- 
Minneapolis Archbishop John Roach, president of the US Roman Catholic bishops' 
conference. 


Besides Engebretson and Preus, the steering committee includes United Presbyterian 
Stated Clerk William P. Thompson, Southern Baptist General Secretary Harold 
Bennett, African Methodist Episcopal Bishop Vinton Anderson, Church Women 

United Executive Secretary Thelma Adair, and Baptist General Conference Executive 
Secretary Warren Magnuson. Bennett and US Episcopal [Anglican] Presiding 

Bishop John Allin are to co-lead a session on "fulfillments and frustrations in 
the leadership of the church." Co-moderators of the meeting are Evangelical 

Free Church President Thomas McDill and Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod President 
Ralph Bohlmann. 


Preus has been a noted proponent of the forum proposal, to help close pues 
“widening gap between Conservative Evangelical and the mainline churches." He 
adds that "there is no need to talk PFS shape, and size until we discover 
a common line around needs and objectives." He says the forum might concentrate 
on such issues as evangelism, fellowship, church-state relations, and peace- 
making. 

EPS 


DIFFERENCES -ARE UNITY Ecumenical Press 
MEDIUM: KIRK MODERATOR Service 83.03.66 


GENEVA (EPS) - [Reformed (Presbyterian) ] Church of Scotland Moderator John 
McIntyre says "the chief medium of unity is the differences that already 
exist among us." 


Addressing the staff at the Ecumenical Center here this month [7 March], 
McIntyre said moving toward visible unity is a process "not of bringing 

to the surface something which is deeply buried beneath our denominational 
differences" whose emergence is "destined to obliterate them." Rather, he 
Suggested, " it is...a process of re-arranging the visible forms" which the 
church in its various manifestations has taken "so that the bitterness, the 
enmities, the emotional concomitants are replaced by the love of...the... 
gospel." 


The theology professor related his observations on visible unity to the Trinity, 
where there is "unity in diversity, not unity without difference,[or] uniformity... 
I can easily imagine monolithic visible unities which do not represent true 
unity,'' he observed, "just as we all can imagine diversity which is equivalent 

to disunity." 


McIntyre's visit to the WCC and other organisations in Geneva was part of a 
monthlong pastoral visit to congregations of the CS Presbytery of Europe. 


LUTHERAN VISITORS EPS Ecumenical Press 
REPORT ON POLAND Service 83.03.67 


GENEVA (EPS) - Lutheran representatives visited Poland last month and 
returned reporting signs of hope in church life. 


American Lutheran Presiding Bishop David Preus spoke of renewed vigor in 
the Polish church, and a "constant stream of people" buying Bibles at the 
single outlet of the Polish Bible Society in Warsaw. He said his country 
ought to "maintain the friendliest possible relationship with the Polish 
people" even though "much is left to be desired in the field of Polish 
human rights." 


Lutheran World Federation General Secretary Carl Mau noted that "people 

who left the church, never belonged to the church, or did not feel free to 
attend the church are now returning. The churches," he added, "are challenged 
to provide leaders for community affairs, to be a source of inspiration and 
help." 


Mau met Polish Lutheran Bishop Janusz Narzynski and Roman Catholic Primate 
Joszef Glemp. Narzynski reportedly praised Glemp's "loosening up" of 
relationships between the country's numerically dominant Roman Catholicism 
and minority Christian groups. 


Mau spoke of a generation gap among Poles, with youth more often looking 
toward the future with despair and disappointment. He observed that "the 
government seems to be showing considerable sensitivity to the needs of the 
people, although there is some fear that this is the lull before the storm 
of greater restrictions." 


In an interview in a Hungarian government newspaper, Polish leader Wojciech 
Jaruzelski praised the Polish Roman Catholic Church for this "display of 
patriotic responsibility during the dramatic moments of the martial law 
period." Noting its large following, the general said the state is "siving 
the respect due to the church and is willing to assist in fulfilling those 
needs associated with the pastoral call." 


EPS 


GUATEMALA EXECUTIONS Ecumenical Press 
' PROMPT CHURCH PROTEST Service 83.03.68 


GENEVA (EPS) - The decision of the Guatemalan government to execute six 
young men 3 March has prompted negative church reaction. At the direction 
of the World Council of Churches executive committee, in session here at 

the time, WCC General Secretary Philip Potter sent a message to Guatemala 
President Efrain Rios Montt deploring the action [text available on request]. 


Potter said the "executions violated the gift of life held sacred by all who 
| follow Jesus Christ. We condemn the false claims of your government that its 
| actions are in defence of Christian faith." He noted that the executions 
came despite "many urgent pleas for clemency you received, including messages 
| from Pope John Paul II and the WCC." 


The executions came while the pope was traveling in Central America, before 

a scheduled stop in Guatemala. In a telegram afterwards to the president of 
the Guatemala Roman Catholic bishop’ conference, he said he "cannot but think 
| of the immense pain of the recent executions carried out in this nation," but 
he went ahead with his scheduled visit, arriving 6 March. 


—SE2SSS SS ee eee 


| Speaking at an outdoor mass in the Guatemalan capital, the pope invited "all 

| those responsible for the people, especially those who feel the inner call of 

the Christian faith, to work with total conviction in an urgent and efficient way 
to arrive at the means for justice for the most defenseless sectors of society." 
Montt, a Conservative Evangelical, gives Sunday night broadcast sermons. 


In El Salvador, the pope visited the tomb of the late Archbishop Oscar Romero, 
| killed three years ago this month while celebrating mass. He asked that "his 
| memory be always respected and that no ideology undertake to exploit his 
Sacrifice." 


In Nicaragua, where church/state relationships are strained and where five 
priests hold Sandinista government posts contrary to papal wishes, there was 

some evident tension during the papal visit. However, one of the priests, 
Culture Minister Ernesto Cardenal, was in the government delegation which 
welcomed the pope. Cardenal knelt and then exchanged some words with the pope. 
Kipa, the Swiss Roman Catholic news agency reports in a commentary by Bruno 

Holtz that "one could say with certainty that this gesture...is to be interpreted 
as a serious sign." 


During his visit, the pope said it is "absurd and dangerous to imagine the 
establishment of a new, non-traditional church," a reference to the "people's 
_ church" movement in the country, which has been at odds with the hierarchy. He 
also supported church control of its educational institutions, which the 
government has considered taking over. 


In a communiqué after he left, the government said the church in Nicaragua has 

“acquired a political meaning." It added: "In a region convulsed by social and 

| political struggles, it is not uncommon for bishops, priests, and other clerics 
to be for or against the established system."' It said it hoped the pope would 

remember the Nicaraguan people's desire for peace. Some government supporters 

chanted "we want peace" and waved banners during a papal address. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.69-76 


83.03.69: US-daycare 

The [US] National Council of Churches has received a US$100,000 grant 

for its Child Day Care Project, for 12 demonstration projects and a series 
of regional conferences on the issue to lead to a comprehensive policy 
statement for church use. Fifteen denominations - Methodist, Baptist, 
Lutheran, Disciples, Anglican, Eastern Orthodox, and Reformed, participated 
in the first phase of the NCC study, a survey of 88,000 local congregations 
which turned up about 15,000 parish-related day-care centers. 


83.03.70: Bossey-semester 

The 1982-83 semester of the Bossey Ecumenical Institute ended last month 
[23 February]. About five dozen students from three dozen countries and 

a score of denominations participated in courses related to the theme 

of the next WCC assembly (24 July - 10 August, Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada), "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World." Bossey is related to the 
Geneva-based WCC. 


83.03.71: Namtbta-counctl 

The Council of Churches in Namibia has a new general secretary - Abisai 
Shejavali, a Lutheran seminary professor. He described his task as that of 
"spiritual, social, and political reconciliation and liberation." He succeeds 
Albertus Maasdorp, now a Lutheran parish pastor in the Netherlands. 


83.03.72: Canada-WCC/RC 

President Henri Légaré of the Canadian Conference of [Roman] Catholic Bishops 
has sent a letter urging all the country's Roman Catholic bishops and dioceses 
to welcome, support, and pray for the success of the next World Council of 
Churches assembly, 24 July - 10 August in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 
The Roman Catholic Church is not a WCC member, though it is involved in 
various WCC projects and activities. 


83.03.73: Canada-tndtfference 

The Canadian Churchman, monthly of the Anglican Church of Canada, reports that 
"ecumenical indifference apparently is blocking plans to hold a second Christian 
Festival in Canada." The first such gathering, last May, attracted about 10,000 
people to an Ottawa park. Plan was to hold a second festival in 1986 in 
Edmonton. It is patterned after the German Kirchentag ("Church Days"). The 
1982 gathering drew participation from Salvation Army, Anglican, Presbyterian, 
Lutheran, United, and Roman Catholic sources. 


83.03.74: Ftnland-Bible 


Finnish Baptist representatives Say they may withdraw from an advisory sub- 
committee to the group preparing a new Finnish translation of the Bible on 
grounds that what is being prepared is an interpretation rather than a literal 
translation. 


83.03.75: US-foretgn aid 


The [US] Interreligious Task Force on US Food Policy, a coalition of about 

25 US Christian and Jewish agencies, has called for defeat of Reagan 
administration proposals for foreign aid for 1984 "unless the balance of funds 
is racially altered in favor of development assistance." 


83.03.76: Templeton-Solzhenitsyn 

The Templeton Foundation Prize for Progress in Religion is to go this year to 
exiled Soviet author Alexandr Solzhenitsyn it was announced in Washington this 
month. Formal presentation is to take place in London 10 May. The US$ 170,000 
award, ''the world's largest prize," has gone since 1973 to, among others, US 
evangelist Billy Graham, Brother Roger of Taizé,and Mother Teresa of Calcutta. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.77-84 


83.08.77: Australta-AID 

The Australian Anglican social responsibilities commission has decided that 
artificial insemination by donor (AID) is inconsistent with Christian under- 
standing of marriage. Nonetheless, it proposes five guidelines, given that 
AID is practiced in the country. Among them are that it should be available 
only to married couples (not to single women or gay couples), that AID 
children should be told their true origins, that legal handicaps applying to 
AID children should be removed, and that professional counseling should be 
available before, during, and after AID. 


83.03.78: Norway-bapttsm 

The Lutheran bishop of Oslo has called for a "baptismal offensive" in his 

| parishes. New statistics show about 60 percent of babies born in the diocese 
| are baptised there (though some may be in other parts of the country). The 
overall 1982 baptism rate in the numerically dominant (92 percent of 

| population) Church of Norway (NK) is 85 percent, down 10 percentage points 

| in a decade, and the lowest rate in modern history. On the other hand, 
attendance at the eucharist rose. Church offerings rose 4.3 percent (less 

| than inflation), to NK 51.5 million. 


83.03.79: Indta-employees 

A zonal conference last month of the [Indian] Christian Health and Hospital 
| Employees Fellowship has issued five resolutions, including one in which it 
"vehemently" condemns the "abuse of minority rights by the managements of 


church-administered institutions."" The conference report said that General 
Secretary A.A. Osta of the Christian Welfare Association "emphasized the need 
for...workers in the low-visibility area to unite themselves and strive to 
secure social justice from their Christian managements." 


83.03.80: Czechostlovakta-Vattcan 

In the name of Pope John Paul, Vatican State Secretary Agostino Cardinal 
Casaroli has written the Roman Catholic primate of Czechoslovakia, Frantisek 
Cardinal Tomasek, hoping for a resumption of talks with the government on 
church-state problems. Dated 11 February, the letter was published this 
month [3 March]. Church-state relations were further strained last January 
when the Vatican named two emigré Czechoslovak bishops. The communist daily 
Rude Pravo called that action"a provocation," and "stupifying impertinence." 


83.03.81: Asta-response 

Thirty-five Asian Roman Catholic bishops have met in Colombo on the issue 

of the Asian church response to "the requirements of change in the 1980s." 
Their concerns included nuclear war, superpower influence, military rearmament, 
and violence in the region. 


83.03.82: UK-shock 

British Council of Churches human rights officer Roger Williamson has accused 
the UK government of allowing electric shock equipment to be exported for use 
by torturers in other countries. 


83.03.83: US-Ireland 

In separate messages of greeting to Americans in connection with St. Patrick's 
Day (17 March), Ireland's Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Presbyterian leaders 
have stressed the common Christian bond symbolized by the saint's life. 
83.03.84: SA-Mayson 

A South African supreme court judge has freed Cedric Mayson on bail. He is 


on trial for treason and his case has attracted widespread attention in British 
and worldwide Methodism [EPS 83.02.68]. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.85-90 


83.03.85: US-Jewtsh/Evangeltcal 

Several Orthodox Jewish rabbinical leaders met with Conservative Evangelical 
Christian leaders in Washington last month under Israeli auspices to 
"reharness White House support for Israel." US Orthodox rabbis have generally 
been reluctant to engage in such sessions. Abner Weiss of the Rabbinical 
Council of America called the meeting a "quantum leap forward" in relations 
between the two groups. 


83.03.86: Berlin-Interfilm 

The Interfilm ecumenical jury at the Berlin Film Festival has awarded its 
Otto Dibelius prize to two films, "A Season in Hakkari,"' the third feature 
film by Turkish director Erden Kiral, and "The Whole of Life," the second 
film of Swiss director Bruno Moll. The jury said there is a universalism 

in the "hardships and hopeless situation in a Turkish mountain village where 
a young teacher has to pass the winter," as portrayed in the Kirdal work, 
The jury said the Moll documentary Study shows "the legal, human, and moral 
difficulties that have to be overcome before a woman could face up to her 
lesbian lifestyle." The main festival jury gave its Golden Bear award 

to "Ascendancy," a British film that deals with intra-Christian conflicts in 
1920 Belfast. 


83.08.87: Poland-attacks 

Poland's Roman Catholic bishops have rejected as "offensive" attacks in 
Soviet and Czechoslovak media on the pope and Roman Catholicism... Also on 
their agenda was the pope's projected visit to his native Poland later this 
year. Meanwhile, Polish Vice Premier Mieczyclav Rakowski said on Hungarian 
television that "political opposition and anti-socialist forces are still 
active" in Poland, and are using the church "for their own ends," a reference 
to recent public demonstrations following Polish church services. 


83.03.88: Afrtca-chartsmattec 

The first pan-African assembly of leaders of the charismatic renewal brought 
6l1delegates from 11 English-speaking countries to Nairobi. Among. other 

points from the reports: There are 150 charismatic renewal groups in Ghana. 
In Nigeria, the movement is grouped in five zones. In Ethiopia, it is said 

to be in the vanguard of evangélisation efforts. 


83.03.89: Vtetnam-arrest 


The Swiss Roman Catholic news agency Kipa reports that Joseph-Marie Trinh 
Van-Can, cardinal archbishop of Hanoi, has been put under house arrest. It 
Says the Government justifies this, and the sending of 130 priests to 
reeducation camps, because "it is absolutely necessary to lead the Catholic 
church to positive attitude toward the reconstruction of the country." 
[Related item: EPS 82.03.85]. Most of the Christian minority in Vietnam is 
Roman Catholic. 


88.03.90: SA-conventton 

Leaders of eight South African denominations - Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, 
and Reformed - have committed themselves to work for a "national convention 
for all Christians" on issues troubling the country. Among other things, the 
leaders note a "State of low intensity civil war on our borders" and other 
forms of violence in the country. 
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ECUVIEW: '"'Church/State Conflict in South Africa" EPS 83.03.91 


The following ts excerpted from the introduction to a booklet produced by 
the South African Counetl of Churches on the 1982 public heartngs of the 
Eloff Commisston, a government group investigating the SACC [EPS 83.02.81]. 
Thts portion concludes a review of "the ongoing and escalating church-state 
eonfrontatton of the past 35 years" in the country. The reference to 

"Mr Botha" ts to SA Prime Minister P. W. Botha, that to "Bishop Tutu" ts to 
SACC General Secretary Desmond Tutu. 


...-The meeting in August 1980 between the leaders of almost all the SACC 
churches and Mr Botha and senior members of his cabinet did nothing to 
defuse the conflict. Mr Botha insisted that the government was following 
Christian principles and that the SA Defence Force was involved in a war 
against terrorism and communism. Mr Botha laid down as a pre-condition for 
a second meeting that the SACC should send a delegation to the ‘operational 
area' in Northern Namibia. 


Since then the situation has deteriorated with attacks by the Minister of 
Law and Order, government leaders, Afrikaans Churches and pro-government 
newspapers on the SACC and Bishop Tutu. These attacks have presented the 
SACC as ‘disloyal', 'unpatriotic', 'anti-South African’, a sympathiser and 
supporter of 'terrorists' and 'marxists"', and manipulated by the World 
Council of Churches in Geneva - which is presented as a quasi Marxist 
organisation influenced by Moscow. 


The government strategy has been clear. It has been trying to drive in a 
wedge between the black and white Christians in the English language multi- 
racial churches. With a growing support among the English-speaking 


community for Mr Botha's reforms many of the white English-speaking Christians 
are privately unhappy about the 'radicalism' of some of their church leaders, 
although publicly many of them still condemn apartheid as un-Christian. 


The gulf between the white apartheid government and the non-racial SACC 
Churches is unbridgeable while the present policies remain. This was made 
clear by the rejection of repeated pleas by Bishop Tutu for the Government 
"to do only four things’, which could 'buy valuable time' to defuse the 
unrest and to create the right kind of atmosphere for a national convention 
at which all the population groups would be represented. These four things 
were: 


- a commitment to a common citizenship for all South Africans in 
an undivided South Africa; 


- abolition (even if phased) of the pass laws; 
- immediate stop to forced population removal schemes, and 
- establishment of a uniform education system for South Africa. 


The rejection by the government of these essentially moderate requests mean 
that the SACC and the government remain on an inevitable collision course. 
With peaceful civil disobedience the only Christian alternative to a strategy 
of violence - which it condemns - the SACC and its member churches will more 
and more be forced to take a stand in their witness to the demands of the 
Gospel. 


After the 1979 SACC resolution on civil disobedience Bishop Tutu explained: 
Some laws in SA were not laws that Christians could obey. Heseatd sia. ip 
South Africa certain laws make it impossible for Christians to be Christians’. 
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ECUVIEW: "African Church Struggles" EPS~83+03-292 


The followtng ts excerpted from "The Nanntes of God", report from an tnter- 
nattonal consultation of representatives of Christtan lay-training centres, 
academtes, and movements of soctal concern. It met last July tn Ibadan, 
Ntgerta [EPS 82.07.36]. The report was prepared by Lynn Fatltng, consultant 
to the World Counetl of Churches Sub-untt on Renewal and Congregattonal Ltfe, 
consultation organiser. Coptes of the report are avatlable from the sub-untt. 


-.. It is fair to say that the "prophetic" insight and leadership which 
emerges within counciliar and denominational agencies frequently becomes 
neutralised because of a lack of local understanding and support. "Filter 
down'' ecumenism is as dangerous as "filter down" development. 


Counciliar and denominational agencies, and the people within these bodies, 
must not operate as a self-serving community, but rather as a community of 
popular servants being animated by their local constituencies, and whose task 
of servanthood is to translate the Good News they have seen into meaningful 
local language and programmes. 


For it is sadly too often true that "ecclesiastical structures, even though 
run by indigenous people, and Standing on their own feet financially, and 
autonomous in their decision making, are not necessarily indigenous churches 
at all. An indigenous church, defined anthropologically, must be the relevant 
integrator or governor of the integral systems of institutions which, combined, 
make up the whole society. An indigenous church, defined theologically, must 
have the self-awareness that énables it to see itself as the Body of Christ 
communicating the word, mind and body of Christ to the society that it holds 
together." 


Outside the African indigenous churches, little liturgical or ecclesio-— 
structural reform has emerged within African churches which takes indigenisatior 
seriously, which takes prophecy as a vehicle for socio-political and spiritual 
reformation... 


The rhetoric of missions and evangelism can be found within every Christian 
confession. But in practice, Many within the churches exhibit a "survival 
mentality", rather than a "mission mentality", This survival mentality, which 
is often most evident within church structures operating in conjunction with 
the political elite, rather than identifying with the struggles of the people, 
may be identified by the following symptoms: 


While churches engage in "development" programmes, these activities are 
rarely integrated into the total ministry of the church. Work with the poor, 
the unemployed, ethnic minorities, women and rural people are viewed as 
"specialised" ministries, rather than as providing the core of the Good News 
which the whole people of God should proclaim and practise. 


The "edifice complex" means that church leaders place emphasis on the buil- 
dings of the church, often elaborate Symbols of exploitation and ostentation, 
rather than on enabling the people to become agents of God's Kingdom. 


The division within Christendom means that theologians and church officers 
divert their energies in internicene struggles, rather than using their 
talents in speaking out and taking action against demonic forces at work 


in society and in the churches. 


Extortion, operating in all directions, becomes a substitute for the inter- 
nationalisation of mission. Liturgy, theology and theological education 


become vehicles for Sustaining ...irrelevant and repressive...anticultural 
activity... 
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SHOPTALK: 
Sttuatton reports (avatlable from the WCC inter-church atd comnisston) 
a) Eeuador - floods (no. 1, 7? March) 
b) WNtearagua - floods (no. 3, 8 March) 
ec) Mozambtque - drought (9 March) 
d) Mozambique - cholera and famine 1983 - Cig tse of appeal (9 March) 


e) Argentina - floods - emergency information (11 March) 


In EPS 83.03.59, please correct spelling in next-to-last paragraph: 
It's Batteke Wabetari. Also, Stone Amanakt Havea ts now prestdent 
of the Free Wesleyan Chureh of Tonga. 


The report of the World Counctl of Churches consultatton last November 
[EPS 82.12.03, 38, 77] on "Contemporary Understandings of Dtiakonta" has 
just been released. It ts avatlable from the WCC tnter-chureh atd 
commission (CICARWS). The WCC family education offtee has recently 
published "Family Education: An Analysts of Strategtes for Change in 
Low-Income Areas". 


Contact addresses (tn connectton with ttems tn thts EPS) 


a) The South Afrtean Counctl of Churehes (83.03.96) 
42 de Villters Street 
Johannesburg 2001 


b) World Alltanee of Young Men's Christian Assoctattons (83.03.93) 
37 Quat Wilson 
1201 Geneva 


e) Ethtoptan Orthodox Church (83.03.99) 
BOO. Box 8237 
Addis Ababa 
Ethtopta 


WORLD YMCA Ecumenical Press 
GROUP MEETS Service 83.03.93 


GENEVA (EPS) - The president's committee of the World Alliance of YMCAs 
considered the current study of the alliance's roles, functions and 
structures, and the world refugee situation during its semi-annual meeting 
here this month [28 February - 3 March]. 


A Y announcement noted two refugee consultations planned this year - in 
Europe in May and Africa later in the year. It added that "increased 
responses by local and national YMCAs to the situation of refugees and 

other uprooted people is urgently required". A budget report indicated 

that 42 percent of total 1982 alliance expenditure of more than SF 5 million 
was used to support operations of national movements and area organisations. 


Alliance Vice President Tariho Fukuda reported on his recent visit to 
China. He said Ys now operate in five major Chinese cities and that the 
organisation is recognised there as a Christian social service agency 
reaching out to non-Christian youth, often working in close cooperation 
with representatives of the church there. 
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INDIA CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE | Ecumenical Press 
HEARS OF LEGAL INNOVATIONS Service 83.03.94 


NEW DELHI (EPS) - Lack of political will and bureaucratic reluctance are 
major hurdles for the free legal aid movement in the country said Supreme 
Court Justice P.N. Bhagwati in his presidential address at a public 
meeting of the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society 
here. 


Suspicion among the rural poor will ensure that the law remains divisive 
unless judges recognise the potential for social change in the new legal 

aid programme, he added. Bhagwati regretted that some lawyers and judges 
are not conscious of their obligations towards the ‘oppressed’. The justice 
urged that India adopt a dynamic, activist programme to promote legal 
literacy. Keynoter Marc Galanter said there are two kinds of legal 
services available: the service customarily provided by lawyers committed 
to traditional advocacy, whereby clients have to apply individually and with 
little state support; and the strategic type, reaching out to relevant 
constituency groups, informing them of services available and operating 
through the legislature, administration and media as well as litigation. 


A few programmes, said Galanter, are trying to correct legal elitism. For 
instance, Kajpipla Free Legal Aid in Gujarat is run by Jesuits and supported 
by overseas charities. Clients are brought to an office staffed by three 
lawyers, who select cases and brief local counsel. A team of "barefoot 
lawyers' disseminates legal information and generally assists potential 
clients. 


Another organisation cited by Galanter is Rangpur, the largest law firm in 
the state. Operating in another tribal area of Gujarat, it is part of a 
wider developmental and service programme supported largely by foreign 
funds. It is distinctive in its vertical integration of operations from 
the local 'lok adalat" (people's courts) to the high court, and its ability 
to apply pressure in other political channels. 


AWARE, which operates in 9 districts of Andhra Pradesh, concentrates on 
applying pressure for legal change rather than litigation. A team of 30 
"barefoot lawyers’ is backed up by a legal department of three retired 
magistrates. 
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CHURCH GROUPS FILE STOCK Ecumenical Press 
ACTIONS IN RECORD NUMBER Service 83.03.95 


NEW YORK (EPS) - A record number of religiously affiliated shareholders is 
asking 19 major US corporations to reconsider their activities related to 
weapons production. According to the Interfaith Center on Corporate 
Responsibility, related to the [US] National Council of Churches, 115 church- 
related agencies and individuals representing more than 850,000 shares of 
stock worth US$ 42 2 million have filed resolutions in response to "the 

moral imperative to take measures aimed at halting the arms race". 


The 22 resolutions being considered at the corporations' annual meetings, 
which began last month, cover nuclear, chemical and conventional warfare. 
Six resolutions relate specifically to existing contracts for the production 
of nuclear weapons. Most prominent among these is that presented to 
American Telephone and Telegraph requesting an end to a contract with the 
Sandia National Laboratories in New Mexico, a facility for research and 
development of nuclear weapons. 


Four corporations have also been approached with a view to re-evaluating 

their involvement in MX and cruise missile programmes, while another two, 
including General Electric, have been asked to consider supporting a bi- 

lateral nuclear freeze whereby the corporations would withdraw completely 
from participation in development and production of weapons. 


Shareholders note in four resolutions that "the [US] administration has 
sought authorization to resume the production of chemical weapons", The 
resolutions commend four chemical firms, among them Shell, for not 
producing chemicals intended for use as components in biochemical weapons, 
and request that the boards of directors formulate a policy prohibiting 
future contracts of that type. 


Four corporations among the top 30 contractors with the US defense depart- 
ment, including Singer, are being asked to formulate criteria to determine 
the acceptability of renewing the contracts. In making this request, the 
shareholders say "increasing dependence on military contracts may...offer 
short-term gains at the expense of long-term growth, diversification, 
flexibility and product development". 


Among those included on the ICCR list of filers are agencies of the American 
Lutheran Church, United Church of Christ, Church of the Brethren, Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), Unitarian Universalist Association, Reformed 
Church in America, American Baptist Churches, United Methodist Church and 
Episcopal Church, 


Many Roman Catholic religious orders are also participating, among them the 
Ladies of Bethany (Vrouwen van Bethenie, a Dutch group), Sisters of Charity 
(Cincinnati), Sisters of Mercy (Detroit), New Melleray Abbey (Trappist), 
Sisters of St. Joseph (Cleveland), Capuchin Franciscans (St. Mary and St. 
Joseph Provinces), Sisters of St. Joseph (Nazareth, Michigan), Franciscan 
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Marianist Society, Society of Jesus (Jesuits - 
Detroit and New Orleans Provinces), Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, Pre- 
monstratensian Fathers, Holy Cross Fathers, Sisters of St.° Joseph of Peace, 
Dominican Sisters (Adrian, Michigan), Sisters of Loretto, Brothers of the 
Christian Schools (St. Louis District). 
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CHURCH LEADERS DEFEND Ecumenical Press 
SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL Service 83.03.96 


PRETORIA (EPS) - In the wake of strong suggestions by a South African 
security official that the South African Council of Churches should be 
banned from receiving overseas funds - which account for virtually all of 
its budget [EPS 83.02.81, 82.11.43] - several South African and overseas 
church representatives were prepared this month to appear on its behalf 
before the Eloff Commission, the government body investigating the council. 


Assuming visas could be obtained, the SACC said it expected about 10 inter- 
national church leaders to testify, including representatives from FRG, US, 
Denmark, Netherlands, Norway, Canada and UK. Southern African Anglican 
Primate Phillip Russell and Southern African Methodist President Khoza 
Mgojo were also scheduled to appear. 


The proposal last month by SA security police chief Johan Coetzee that the 
council be denied foreign money, along with his other testimony critical of 
the council, was described by SACC planning director Dan Vaughan as "the 
most significant development in the...enquiry until now. It completely 
overshadows everything that has happened until now," he added, "and 
reflected determination of the government to take some form of action 
against the SACC." The council has available transcripts of Coetzee's 
lengthy testimony. 


The council estimates that it has already spent SAR 100,000 in connection 
with the commission enquiry, which opened its public phase last year. It 
Says it expects to spend SAR 200,000 before it's over, about 90 percent 
coming from overseas. Most of the money is to pay the SACC legal team - 
an attorney, junior counsel, senior counsel and researchers - plus a major 
photocopying bill. Officials add that the figures do not include the costs 
of all the time staff members have had to spend in connection with the 
investigation, nor the costs of productivity lost because of it. 


In his submission to the commission this month [9 March], SACC President 
Peter Storey covered nearly a score of issues, including the SACC and its 
member denominations, its international partnerships, relationships with 
the World Council of Churches, "prophetic distance from all political 
movements,'' conscientious objection to military service, investment and 
economic pressure, the status of council study documents, the role of the 
SACC general secretary, education for blacks, the country's homelands 
policy and the SACC communication role. 


In conclusion, Storey told the commission that it has an “unenviable task 
partly because so much of what is at issue here rests not on legal points 
but on theological conviction. This is why," he continued, "without any 
disrespect whatever to you, we have submitted that we are answerable to a 
body beyond this one for who we are and for how we have discharged the task 
given us by the churches." 


In testifying that SACC concern for socio-political, educational and human- 
rights issues is not inspired by any secular party, pressure group or 
ideology, Storey said, "I resent hearing my Christian heritage being 
cheapened by naive inferences reminiscent of McCarthyism". 


After a week's recess [18-24 March], the commission was expected to resume 
its public hearing with a submission from SACC General Secretary Desmond 
Tutu. 
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SPECIAL PRAYER DAYS: SIGN Ecumenical Press 
OF SA CHURCH DIFFERENCES Service 83.03.97 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - /The following ts abridged and adapted from Feunews, 
news service of the South African Counetl of Churches. 


There are deep differences between the three major pro-apartheid Afrikaans 
churches, including the large Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk [(NGK)] and the 
English-language multiracial churches, about the issue of holding special 

days of prayer in times of a national crisis or emergency-And it seems as if 
inside the NGK itself there are serious questions about the theological validity 
of such "special services" among a small, younger group of theologians. 


These differences came to light during the recent national day of prayer held 
because of the serious drought. It was attended by thousands of people, mostly 
white with full-house attendances in Afrikaans churches, with only a few 
services in other churches. 


It was a report in Rapport, the pro-government Afrikaans newspaper, which drew 
attention to these conflicting views. It was written by its religious reporter, 
Abraham Luckhoff, who himself is an NGK minister, one of the 123 NCK theologians 
who signed the controversial open letter in June 1982 asking the NGK to reject 
apartheid in church and politics. Luckhoff said that in church circles there 

is a great dissatisfaction about the manner in which the day was organised. 


"Some of the greatest theologians have already described these services as 
reducing the almighty God to a 'God of Need' (Nood-God). In other words, the 
man is going his way and does not take any notice of God, but when he is in 
trouble he calls on God." . 


Luckhoff made it clear in his report that the prayer day was called by the 
government at the request of the NGK, and that there was minimal or. no 
consultation with the English-language multiracial churches. Representatives 
of the Presbyterian, Methodist and Roman Catholic churches told Rapport they 
were not officially informed about the national day of prayer. Anglican Arch- 
bishop Philip Russell told Rapport that the prime minister's office informed 
him by telephone on the same day that the prime minister announced the day of 
prayer. At that stage it was impossible to organize services in all Anglican 
congregations. 


But Russell said he also has serious reservations about holding such special 
services. "Each day ought to be a day of humiliation and each Sunday ought to 

be a special service," he said. He added, "I do not believe that God is impressed 
by the large numbers who are praying, but more the quality of the prayers. I 

doubt whether such a mass onslaught on God has a greater impact than the fervent 
prayers of a believer in his closet." 


Kobus Potgieter, moderator of the NGK general synod, agreed that such national 
prayer services are "an extremely delicate matter." He said that he had a feeling 
during the December holiday that people wanted such a day. Both his office and 
that of the prime minister were reported flooded with requests to call such a 

day of prayer. 


But the prime minister replied that the request should come officially from 
the churches. Potgieter said he cut his holiday short by a week and returned 
home to contact the other churches. The Afrikaans churches agreed immediately. 
But he said that it was "difficult" to make contact with the English churches. 


Potgieter said he has no theological objections to such a day. But in the 
regular weekly religious message in Rapport by an anonymous Afrikaans theologian, 
doubts about the prayer day were clearly expressed. And the message asked whether 
it would be an exaggeration to Say that many of the injustices which the Old 
Testament prophet Amos mentioned were marring the SA community. 
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ZAMBIA PLANS HUMANISM Ecumenical Press 
LECTURES IN CHURCHES Service 83.03.98 


LUSAKA, Zambia (EPS) - The National Mirror, an independent Christian news- 
paper, reports the government planned Saturday lectures on humanism in the 
country's churches, beginning this month. 


Government ministry of national guidance official Web Bweupe said the 
lectures are to explain the differences between humanism and scientific 
socialism. Proposals to teach the latter in the country's schools have 
prompted strenuous church disapproval. [EPS 82.04.136] 


Churches receiving the first lectures include New Apostolic Faith, African 
Methodist Episcopal, Anglican, Evangelical, Reformed and Baptist. Lectures 
are also planned in party, government and private-company locations. "We 
want to build humanism through socialism which will see Zambia to a perfect 
and classless society," Bweupe says in the Mirror. "Hence we feel the 
churches must understand the state in its endeavour to build a perfectionist 
society." 


The newspaper says church officials were generally unaware of the govern- 
ment's plans. But Anglican Bishop Steve Mumba said the church is prepared 
to listen to what the government has to say about humanism, though maintaining 
the rejection of scientific socialism expressed last April at a meeting 
between church leaders and Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda. 


EPS 
ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources’ EPS 83.03.99-101 
83.03.99: Ethtopta-reuntfteatton 


The Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox Church has announced the reunification of 
its mission and information units, into the Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
Evangelical and Missionary Activities Department. The church statement 
mentions that the department has responsibility for two fortnightly news- 
papers, a monthly magazine, quarterly magazine, quarterly English-language 
newsletter, cassette ministry and several mobile evangelisation teams. 


83.03.100: US-Parker rettrement 


A veteran US church communicator has announced his retirement. Everett 
Parker leaves his post as communication director of the United Church of 
Christ next 31 August. He established the office in 1954. Among other 
things, it has been active in the last two decades in promoting "citizen 
rights in communication". 


83.03.101: Ntcaragua-warntng 


The Roman Catholic archbishop of Managua, Nicaragua, Miguel Obando Bravo, 
has warned priests involved with the unofficial "people's church" movement 
that they must submit to the order of the church or "leave". During his 
recent visit, the pope reiterated opposition to the movement, and at points 
during a mass he celebrated there was evident tension between him and 
people's church and government supporters. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.102-108 


83.03.102: Chtle-protest 


Raul Cardinal Silva Henriques, head of the Roman Catholic Church in Chile, 
has protested the government's decision to cancel residence permits for ~ 
three non-Chilean priests. In a pastoral letter to congregations throughout 
the country, he called the action "unjust and unacceptable for the church". 
The three, from Ireland and Australia, have lived and worked in poor areas 
of Santiago for several years. The government gave no reason for its 
decision. . 


83.03.1003: Spatn-church/state 


Various Christian groups, plus the country's Jews, have presented proposals 
to the Spanish government for agreements with the state. The government and 
the country's numerically dominant Roman Catholic Church signed an agreement 
related to its legal and economic rights, instruction, culture, and military 
chaplaincy in 1979. 


83.03.104: Czechoslovakta-restrtecttons 


The international Roman Catholic organisation "Pax Christi" has complained 
to the UN human rights commission that Czechoslovakia violates its own 
constitution by various restrictions on religious freedom. 


83.035.105: Lebanon-Armentan 


The death last month [9th February] of Catholicos Khoren I has brought a new 
head to the Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] see of Cilicia in Lebanon. Karekin 
II (Sarkissian), a vice moderator of the World Council of Churches central 
committee, succeeds the late catholicos. Karekin has been catholicos 
coadjutor. 


83.03.106: ITIreland-abortion 


The controversial referendum to decide whether to put an abortion ban in the 
Irish constitution has been postponed. The vote was set for 31 March, but 
Irish Attorney General, Peter Sutherland, decided the amendment's language 
is "ambiguous and unsatisfactory". He said the government remains committed 
to a vote as soon as possible, once the language is cleaned up. Leaders of 
the numerically dominant Roman Catholic Church have generally supported the 
referendum, while Anglican, Methodist and Presbyterian leaders have warned 
that it would heighten intra-Christian tension. Abortion is currently 
banned by Irish law, but referendum supporters say the law might be set 
aside by a court ruling, as were anti-abortion laws in the US in 1973. 


83.03.107: UK-tmmigrants 


The British Council of Churches executive committee has expressed support 
for efforts to make it easier for Bangladeshi immigrants in the UK to bring 
the rest of their families into the country. 


83.03.108: US-week 


The [US] National Council of Churches is sponsoring a "National Week for 
Pursuing Peace with Justice", 23-29 May. Project director Joyce Yu says the 
week "focuses on promoting the collaborative work that we hope will continue 
for years to come, and will provide a direct stimulus for building coalitions" 
on such issues related to what an NCC announcement calls "pressing human 

needs at home and abroad", among them nuclear weapons, hunger, racism and 
crime. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.109-114 


63.038.109:. US=Baptist 


American Baptist Churches is an "aging denomination with declining baptisms, 
shrinking congregations, decreased Sunday school enrollments and lower 
mission giving trends". That was the summary offered by the ABC magazine 
last month of the research of Norman Green, who has been studying the ABC 
for two decades. "I wish I could be proven wrong," Green told ABC leaders 
during a two-day retreat. 


83.03.110: Assam-WCC 


World Council of Churches General Secretary, Philip Potter, has expressed 
‘most profound concern and abhorrence about violence and massacres in Assam". 
In a message to National Council of Churches of India General Secretary, 
Mathai Yachariah, Potter added: "We condemn the atrocities. We uphold 
people of India. especially those in Assam in prayers with fervent hope 

that efforts for resolving problems and for reconciliation will succeed." 


83.03.111: Greece-theologteal ed. 


The bishops' synod of the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece has asked the 
government to restructure theological education in the country. 


83.03.112: Afrtca-WSCF 


The Africa region of the World Student Christian Federation has attacked 
governments whose "oppressive and unacceptable" regimes violate human 
rights. Delegates to the WSCF region's five-day meeting come from Ghana, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Rwanda, Kenya, Uganda, Madagascar, Liberia and Sierra 
Leone. 


83.03.113: SA-homelands 


Authorities in Venda, black homeland in South Africa whose independence has 
been proclaimed but is generally not recognised, have prohibited Lutheran 
Bishop S.E. Serote from entering the area to install a district dean and 
ordain pastors. The Venda authorities are now requiring that clergy entering 
Venda have a visa. The dean to be installed, T. Simon Farisani, has been 
detained four times by Venda authorities, and reports he was severely 
tortured while held. 


83.03.114: Zambta-forgertes 


Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service reports this month [14 March] 
from Zambia that "forged letters and documents" are being used to promote 
the cause of a rebel Catholic Church group advocating the return of Lusaka 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Emmanuel Milingo. He has been in Rome nearly a 
year in connection with controversy related to his healing ministry and 
administrative abilities. In connection with the situation, ACIS reports 

all members of the archdiocesan laity council have been dismissed. [Earlier 
moems: 82.07 463° 62. 102 172" 82.10.96, 82.11.1702, 82.12.52] 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.115-120 


83.03.115: UK-free churches 


General Secretary Richard Hamper of the [British] Free Church Federal 
Council has expressed concern that local free church councils will have 
disappeared by the end of the century. "The free churches represent 
roughly one-third of the church-going public," Hamper said in advance of 
the FCFC annual congress this month [15-17 March] in Birmingham, "but we 
are only significant if we are taken together." Free churches in Britain 
include Methodist, Reformed and Baptist denominations. 


83.03.116: USSR-Bapttst 


In main articles this month and last, the [British] Baptist Times has 
reported on "stepped up [Soviet] pressure against a group of young Christian 
musicians who are claiming the right to witness openly to their faith". The 
group, "Trumpet Call", is made up of Leningrad Baptists. Their leader, 
Valeri Barinov, was reportedly called up for reserve duty in the Soviet army 
and warned against preaching. 


83.03.117: Lesotho-dtsmissal 


New Zealand-born monk Michael Lapsley SSM, expelled from South Africa in 
1976, has been dismissed as Anglican chaplain at the National University of 
Lesotho. Lapsley has been active in refugee work. He lost his job while 

on three months leave in New Zealand. Protest statements came from students 
and other chaplains at the university. One spoke of "this most reactionary 
action by the top hierarchy of the Anglican Church in Lesotho". Lesotho is 
part of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern Africa. One. 
reason given for the monk's dismissal is that his activities made him a 
"danger to himself and those close to him". 


83.03.118: Sweden-assembly 


The new 251-member general assembly of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden met 
for the first time this month. It replaces a 96-member assembly, which 
included by statute 39 clergy. Of the 251, there are no seats reserved for 
bishops or other clergy, but the 13 bishops are required to attend, whether 
elected to the assembly or not. Of the 251 elected, there are 90 priests 
and three bishops. The assembly is to meet annually. One of its first 
tasks was to elect 14 members of an executive church council. The arch- 
bishop of Uppsala, CS primate; is also a member of the council by statute. 


85.03.119: Sweden-military 


A government-commissioned report in Sweden recommends that the church 
shoulder much more responsibility for pastoral care of armed forces 
personnel. It suggests 22 career chaplain appointments, plus 30 more 
chaplains who would fulfil their military service requirements in that way. 
Currently, only [Lutheran] Church of Sweden priests can be chaplains. The 
report suggests opening the chaplaincy to representatives of various 
minority Christian denominations. 


83.08.1220: Sweden-sports 


A Swedish Lutheran Bishop, Martin Loennebo, has criticized the glorification 
of national sports stars such as skier Ingemar Stenmark, and tennis pro. 
Bjorn Borg. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.121-126 


83.03.121: UK-Argentina 


British Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Morgan plans a trip 
to Argentina next month [8-16 April] to meet church leaders there in an 
"attempt to produce reconciliation and that doesn't necessarily happen on 
the political front". The UK and Argentina fought a war about a year ago in 
connection with control of the Falklands/Malvinas islands in the South 
Atlantic. 


83.03.122: BCC-peace 


Items on the British Council of Churches assembly this month [21-24 March] 
in St. Andrews, Scotland, include a proposal to set up a peace forum. To 
meet twice a year, its 16 church and 8 peace organisation representatives 
would be "as representative as possible of differing positions, pacifist 

and non-pacifist, unilateralist and multilateralist" in terms of disarmament 
approaches. The assembly was also to consider a statement on Central 
America critical of UK and US policies there. 


83.03.123: NA-youth 


Young Christians for Global Justice, an ecumenical council consisting of 
organisations within North America, held its fourth annual event in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, US, early this year. It chose as its theme that of the forthcoming 
World Council of Churches assembly. "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World", 
with an emphasis on the subtopic "male and female, God created them". Among 
action proposals adopted by the event were a leadership development program, 

a letter to Canadian Prime Minister Trudeau protesting his planned visit to 


the Philippines and a desire to include an African participant in next year's 
event. : 


83.03.124: Ztmbabwe-BCC 


The British Council of Churches says it has confirmed reports of killings, 
detentions and beatings by government forces in Zimbabwe. It urged 
protection of civil rights there and warned that military action in Matabele- 
land in southern Zimbabwe risks splitting the country along tribal lines. 
Earlier, church leaders in the province called for an independent, outside 
investigation of the situation [EPS 83.03.54]. 


83.03.125: GDR-Luther/RC 


The Roman Catholic bishops of the GDR have issued a message marking the 
500th anniversary next 10 November of the birth of church reformer Martin 
Luther. Read in GDR parishes on the last Sunday of February, the message 
said East German Roman Catholics, located in the area where Luther spent 
much of his life, have a special obligation to "contribute to the reform 
of the church" and "make efforts in the cause of unity". 


83.03.126: US-ecumenteal 


An ecumenical Washington-based consortium of 10 theological schools has 
formed the Washington Institute of Ecumenics. Director of both the 
consortium and the institute is Daniel Martensen. "We believe," he says, 
"the time has come for Christians in North America and around the world to 
build in united fashion on the substantial Sees ARE laid by the 'modern' 
ecumenical movement which dates from the 1920s. 
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Mareh 1958 


In a second letter to James Horvath, head of the Hungarian government's church 
affairs office, four Nordic Lutheran primates protested against treatment of 
Hungarian Lutheran bishops Lajos Ordass and Zoltan Turoczy by the Hungarian 
government. They dismissed the equation made by Horvath between Scandinavian 
state appointment of bishops and Hungarian laws about church activity... .Local 
commissions in GDR (East Germany) were arranging ‘secular baptisms’ to accompany 
registration of births. According to the government media convinced atheists 
would thus be able to "make a solemn promise to bring up their children as human 
beings who will think and act in accordance with the principles of socialism"... 
The social work council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) appealed to the 
World Council of Churches to aid them in supporting refugees from the GDR and 
former German territories in Eastern Europe. In 1957, there were some 400,000 

of these....Editor of Catholic World, John Sheerin, said that 'a total return 
to the one fold' of Roman Catholicism would be a result of Protestant unity, 
but added that 'it will take a long time' to convert the US to Roman Catholicism..., 
Pastor Etienne Mathiot of the Lutheran parish of Belfort was sentenced to eight 
months in prison for aiding and abetting an active member of the Algerian 

National Liberation Front. Strasbourg Theology professor Roger Mehl described 

the proceedings as "putting on trial the general recourse to the use of torture 

in Algeria." 


———— 


Aprtl 1958 


As a result of an intensive survey carried out by Sam Franklin, professor of 
Christian ethics at Tokyo Union Theological Seminary, Japanese Christians 
launched a three-year program to aid victims of the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki....The council of the French Protestant Federation 
protested against cruelties committed in Algeria, saying that, as a result, 
young people are becoming ‘confused, sceptical or cynical'....The Roman 


Bible had been published.,..In front of 700 people, Pastor Pieter Fagel 
dedicated the Protestant Ecumenical Pavilion at the International Exhibition 
in Brussels, describing it as 'a visual preaching of the gospel'....Popular 
recognition of the Bible was reportedly growing in Japan, largely because of 
a film featuring the Christian belief of Shigeji Kaneko, the featherweight 
boxing champion of the Orient. In a questionnaire put out by the 'Mainichi' 
newspaper, eight of 30 prominent scholars and writers chose the Bible as the 
work of literature they would take to a hypothetical desert island. 
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| ECUTEXT: "1983 WCC Presidents’ Pentecost Message" EPS 83.03.128 


| At Pentecost, 50 days after Easter, Christians celebrate the coming of the 
| Holy Sptrtt on Jesus’ first followers. As such, the feast ts somettmes 
called "the birthday of the church". 


The name "Pentecost" was first given to the Jewtsh Feast of Weeks, which 


fell on the 50th day after Passover, when first fruits of the harvest were 
presented. 


Later tt also came to commemorate the giving of the law through Moses. It 


seems to have been the second feast to develop (after Easter) in the annual 
Chrtsttan cycle. 


Because tts date ts determined by the date of Easter, whtch changes each 
year, and because tn most years most Orthodox celebrate Easter on a later 
Sunday than most other Chrtsttans, there are two dates thts year for 
Pentecost - 22 May and 26 June. 


This Pentecost message ts the last from thts set of World Counctl of 
Churches prestdents. A new prestdtum.ts to be elected at the next WCC 
assembly (24 July - 10 August, Vancouver, British Columbta, Canada). WCC 
honorary president ts W.A. Visser 't Hooft. He retired at the end of 1966 
having been WCC general secretary stnce the WCC's tnaugural assembly tn 
1948. 


The stx WCC prestdents are: 


Ilta II, catholicos and patrtarch of all Georgta, Eastern Orthodox, USSR 
A.R. Jtagge, appeals court judge, Reformed, Ghana 

José Miguez-Bontno, theologtan, Methodist, Argentina 

T.B. Stmatupang, prestdent of the Counetl of Churches tn Indonesta, Reformed 
Olof Sundby, archbishop of Uppsala, Lutheran, Sweden 

Cynthia Wedel, psychologtst and educator, Anglican, US 


Throughout the centuries Christians have confessed the Holy Spirit as "the 
Lord and giver of life". 


- At creation, when "the earth was without form and empty, and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep, the Spirit of God moved 
over the face of the waters" (Genesis 1:2). It was through the 
Spirit that God created light and life, and above all humanity, 
male and female, for good. 


- When the people of Israel lost their way through disobedience or 
were in danger from outside powers, it was the Spirit who spoke 
and acted through those open to its discernment and power. 


- It was to the believing heart of Mary that the announcement was 
given that life and light would become incarnate in her womb - 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God our Saviour. 


(Over) 


Presidents' Message / 2 


- It was in the Spirit that Jesus began his ministry in baptism and 
in proclaiming good news to the poor and liberty to the oppressed. 


- At Pentecost, as the disciples gathered in prayer waiting for the 
promise made by the risen Christ, the Spirit came upon them and 
renewed their life, and opened their lips to proclaim the word of 
life, which was received by the multitude. The Church was born 
and went forth to witness to life as a gift from God in Christ to 
the world. 


Once more, at Pentecost the Church and Christian people everywhere are 
called to affirm joyfully the Spirit both as the source and resource of 
their life and being, and of that of the world. This year we do so with 
special emphasis, because the theme for the Sixth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, meeting in Vancouver, Canada on 24 July - 10 August, 
will be "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World". We remember that Jesus 
Said: "I am come that you may have life, and have it in all its fullness" 
(John 10:10). He also told his disciples: "It is the Spirit that gives 
life, the flesh is of no avail; the words that I have spoken to you are. 
Spirit and life" (John 6:63). 


Today, the forcés of death seem overwhelming and threaten the very survival 
of human beings and of creation itself. Creation is in danger of returning 
to formless chaos, emptiness and darkness, through wars and possible 
nuclear annihilation. So many people feel empty because they lack the 

very means to be alive. So many others feel empty because they have so 
much and are so little. So many have lost a sense of meaning in life, 

and spread meaninglessness around them by their acts and words of violence 
and death. 


It is in such a world that the Church is called to proclaim in word and 
deed that God in Christ has filled our emptiness with life in the Spirit. 
It is by the Spirit that we who are divided by race, sex, class, 

religion and culture, are baptized into one living Body of Christ, 
sharing the varied gifts of God, especially the gift of love (I Cor. 
12-13). And it is this gift of love which fills our life with meaning 
and purpose. 


So, as we make our pilgrimage in the Spirit in every place and to the , 
Assembly of the member churches at Vancouver, may we-walk in the Spirit 
as we live by the Spirit in unity and love; sharing all that we are 
and have for the healing of the nations in peace and justice, and in 
fullness of life. 
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OVERSEAS CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
TESTIFY IN SA PROBE Service 83.03.129 


The following report was prepared by Rebecca Irvin of the Geneva “tae of 
the World Counectl of Churches Programme to Combat Racism. 


PRETORIA (EPS) - Several European and American church leaders testified on 
behalf of the South African Council of Churches this month before the Eloff 
Commission, the government body investigating the SACC. 


Hans-Joachim Held, president of the office for foreign relations of the 
Evangelical Church in [West] Germany (EKD), told the commission that 
although Christians are bound to respect secular authorities instituted by 
God, there can be cases where obedience to the authorities means sinning 
against God. He said the EKD has made it clear that apartheid (the South 
African system of race separation) is opposed to the teachings of Christ 
and must be opposed. "When the SACC raises its voice against this policy 
and assists the victims of the apartheid system, we feel it to be an 
expression of our own faith and belief in the teachings of the Gospel," 
Held said. 


Any attempt to stop Dutch churches financing the work of the SACC would out- 
rage the Dutch people, said Cornelius Roos, who chairs the synod of the 
Netherlands Reformed Church. Dutch financial support of the SACC does not 
imply outside manipulation, he said. The council opposes apartheid on 
religious, not political grounds, he added. Apartheid is a sin and Dutch 
church support for the SACC is therefore inevitable, Roos said. 


Danchurchaid has an open friendly relationship with the SACC with "trust 
going both ways," testified Jens Thomson, its general secretary. He said it 
has contributed increasingly to SACC projects such as assistance to political 
prisoners and detainees, and educational scholarships. 


Two US witnesses, Presbyterian executive J. Oscar McCloud and Reformed Church 
in America general secretary Arie Brouwer also affirmed support of the SACC, 
denounced apartheid as a heresy, and appealed strongly to the government not 
to take action against the council. Brouwer, testifying on behalf of the 
[US] National Council of Churches, said preventing the SACC from receiving 
funds from overseas would isolate South Africa even further from the inter- 
national community. As the only mass movement where black and white can 

come together and speak to.one another, the SACC is the "last, best hope" 

for South African society, Brouwer said. 


McCloud, responding to an earlier allegation that the Council's work is 
political rather than religious, said, "If working to alleviate the suffering 
of the masses in South Africa is political, then this country is alone in the 
world in holding this view". He also represented the NCC. 


In London, [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie announced that 
he is sending a five-person delegation, including the Scottish and New 
Zealand Anglican primates, to attend the final days of the commission's 
public hearings. They were scheduled to leave for Pretoria 25 March. 


In Oslo, the general secretary of the foreign relations council of the 
[Lutheran] Church of Norway announced his group's support for the SACC. 


Earlier, SA security police head Johann Coetzee recommended that the SACC 
be denied the right to receive overseas funds, which now account for more 
than 95 percent of its budget. His recommendations would effectively shut 
down most SACC programmes. [Earlier items: EPS 83.02.81; 83.03.58,91,96] 
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CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION Ecumenical Press 
PROPOSALS SPARK SA DEBATE Service 83.03.130 


The following is abridged and adapted from the February Ecunews, news 
service of the South African Counetl of Churches. 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - The issue of conscientious objection has sparked off a 
major theological and political debate which reflects the division in South 
African society. It is one of the important facets of the continuing 
church-state conflict. 


The Government is expected to introduce new legislation in parliament by 
next month. This will for the first time give official recognition to the 
claims of "genuine bona fide religious objectors". But it is also expected 
that "political objectors" will be heavily punished and could be sent to 
civilian jail for eight years without remission. 


This proposed legislation has revealed deep and fundamental theological 
differences between the multiracial member churches of the South African 
Council of Churches and the government. The latter is fully supported by 
the powerful Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK) and the two smaller 
Afrikaans Dutch Reformed denominations. 


Until now the right of conscientious objection has not been recognised by 
the government. It has been accepted by the SA defence force that only 
five small denominations object to military service as part of their 
religious doctrine: Jehovah's Witnesses, Seventh-day Adventists, Christa- 
delpians, Plymouth Brethren and Suppliant Faithists. But nonetheless, 
hundreds of members of these churches were sentenced, and are still serving 
three-year sentences in detention barracks. 


In recent years there have also been a handful of members of the mainline 
churches - Roman Catholic, Anglican, Baptist and Presbyterian - who have 
refused to do military service on the basis of conscientious objection. 


The grounds of their objection include pacifism, the just-war doctrine and 
religious principles. They were all charged before military courts, found 
guilty and sentenced to detention or to civil jails for periods of 12 to 18 
months. In practice this included periods of solitary confinement. 


Since 1974 the SACC and its member churches have all come out strongly in 
support of those who refuse to do military service on the basis of 
conscientious objection. 


Whilst not officially launching a campaign of conscientious objection, or 
declaring the war in Namibia an "unjust" war, it defends the right of those 
who refuse military service on scriptural grounds and called for alterna- 
tives to compulsory military service. A number of resolutions in this 
regard have also been accepted by the synods of various churches in the 
past three years. 


Spokesmen of all churches have welcomed the fact that the proposals recognise 
for the first time the principle of conscience objection, and an alternative 
to military service. However, the English-language, multiracial member 
churches of the SACC have expressed their deep concern and alarm about the 
tough new deal for political objectors, which puts them in a far worse 
situation than at present. 


The issue of conscientious objection directly involves whites, because blacks 
are not subjected to compulsory national service. Yet the conflict 
Situations which necessitate white national service are related to South 
Africa's black-white divisions. 
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LUTHERAN VISITORS Ecumenical Press 
REPORT ON CHINA Service 83.03.131 


The followtng ts abrtdged from the 24 March Lutheran World Information. 


GENEVA (EPS) - The blooming of Christianity in China today, and rapid 
development of Christian leadership training is as vigorous as has been 
reported, noted a Lutheran World Federation delegation this month on its 
return from a fortnight [3-17 March] in the People's Republic of China. 

But the renewal of interest in religion is also extending to other religions, 
such as Islam and Buddhism, the seven-person delegation found. 


"Tt is evident that the Chinese government is actively implementing the 
article in the national constitution guaranteeing religious freedom," said 
LWF General Secretary Carl Mau, a member of the delegation. The group 
visited a well-known Buddhist temple in Wuhan that is now receiving some 
10,000 visitors a day. Mau said that also within the framework of the 
national constitution's religious freedom guarantee the government is 
assisting in reopening two or three church buildings each week. 


Said Mau: "In civic and political affairs, as members of a minority group, 
church leaders also have opportunity to participate in the development of a 
new China, and a number are members of the people's congresses at various 
levels. These congresses are the elected parliaments of China. We were 
assured that although there are still problems at the local and provincial 
levels, in general Christians have the freedom to worship and work and are 
not discriminated against because they are Christian." 


The delegation visited Guangchou (Canton), Changsha, Wuhan, Beijing, 
Shanghai and Nanjing. Besides Mau, it included Tanzanian Lutheran Bishop 
Josiah Kibira, Hong Kong Lutheran seminary president Andrew Hsiao, 
Norwegian Lutheran Bishop Andreas Aarflot and three LWF staff members. 


The LWF delegation found among Chinese Christians strong affirmation of the 
Three-Self Movement and its principles of self-government, self-support and 
self-propagation. "All spoke of this as a post-denominational age," said 
Mau. "A church is in the process of uniting. In that church divisive 
differences need to be overcome, but it was stressed that the richness of 
traditions contributes to the abundance of the whole church. The uniting 
will require time, patience and a spirit of mutual respect. Everywhere we 
heard the importance of the church being Chinese. This is considered 
essential, especially in view of the long history of the church of China 
and its being seen as a foreign element in the society." 


Mau continued, "For this reason the church in China is very reluctant to 
accept assistance from outside China. It also seriously questions the 
propriety of foreign religious broadcasts beamed to China. This does not 
mean that the church in China does not wish to participate in the life of 
the whole church in the world. It longs for and cherishes the community 

of believers throughout the world. From our brief encounter with them we 
are deeply convinced that the emerging Chinese church should have our every 
support through prayers and continuing contacts. The church does not want 
to undertake more than it can do with its own resources, and it insists 
that its ministry must be Chinese. This principle should be respected. 


"We are also strongly convinced," he added, "that the Chinese church has a 
great deal to give to Christian churches all over the world. The Chinese 
church is leading the way in developing a model of Christian unity that 
deserves our close attention and can inspire other churches to greater 
unity. Their insistence on their identity through clear self-support also 


warrants study by many churches that are also struggling to achieve self- 
reliance." 
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METHODISTS 'RELUCTANTLY' Ecumenical Press 
ACCEPT UK RACISM RULING Service 83.03.132 


LONDON (EPS) - The 1980 ruling of the UK Charity Commissioners forbidding 
the overseas division of the British Methodist Church to give money to the 
special fund of the World Council of Churches Programme to Combat Racism 
cannot be successfully challenged. 


So reported Division Secretary Albert Mosley at the division's central 
committee meeting here [23 March]. Division lawyers have concluded the 
commissioners' judgement would be upheld by the courts, and that view must 
be reluctantly accepted, Mosley said. 


The CC said grants to the fund are incompatible with the object of the 
overseas division - promoting Christianity and helping establish churches 
overseas. They added that under current law, fighting racism and promoting 
racial equality is not a charitable endeavour. 


Mosley called the commissioners’ understanding of religion totally 
inadequate. "The recognition that all people are made in God's image and 
that Christ reveals God's love for all compels Christians to promote love, 
understanding and good relations between people of different races and to 
attack the sin of racism wherever it appears," he said. 


The committee was expected to urge British Methodists to send individual 
contributions to the PCR fund, sufficient to double the annual division 
grants of UK £5500. On four occasions, a large majority of the British 
Methodist Conference, which governs the denomination, has endorsed continued 
support for the PCR grants, notwithstanding controversy which has surrounded 
some of them over the years. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.133-134 


83.08.1338: Reagan-Falwell 


Following a speech to the National Association of Evangelicals in which he 
described the Soviet Union as "an evil empire" out to dominate the world, 
US President Ronald Reagan has enlisted the support of tv evangelist Jerry 
Falwell in his efforts to oppose proposals for a nuclear freeze. After a 
meeting with Reagan this month, Falwell said the administration is 
preparing an information package on the issue for clergy, and that he would 
urge his colleagues to pass it on to their congregations. 


83.038.134: Martianella Gareta Villas 


The World Council of Churches has expressed "deep sorrow and indignation" 
at the killing by government troons of Marianella Garcia Villas, president 
of the Commission on Human Rights of El Salvador. A statement [available 
on request] from the WCC Acting General Secretary Konrad Raiser noted that 
"her constant concern for human rights and peace in El Salvador had led her 
to make investigations, at the risk of her own life, into the alleged use 
of napalm and chemical weapons in aerial bombardment....Marianella would 
never allow her work to be used for political ends. Her deep Christian 
faith led her to sacrifice her life for her people." A government announce- 
ment said she was killed "in a clash between the armed forces and leftist 
guerrillas". Her human rights commission was supported by the late San 
Salvador Roman Catholic Archbishop Oscar Romero, assassinated three years 
ago while celebrating mass. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.135-140 


83.03.1355: Hattt-church/state 


In an interview after the pope's visit to Haiti this month, Haitian 
Interior Minister Roger Lafontant has pronounced church-state relations 
generally good, while noting some problems with individual clergy who, he 
said, favour marxist ideas. He also criticized the "people's church" 
movement in Haiti on similar grounds. During his visit, the pope was 
critical of aspects of the situation in Haiti, which is ruled by a 
"president for life". 


83.03.136: Egypt-permtts 


The Egyptian government has reportedly ordered five Eastern Orthodox bishops 
connected with the Patriarchate of Alexandria to leave the country, and has 
denied work permits to six Greek priests and deacons also associated with 
the patriarchate. The Swiss Roman Catholic news agency Kipa says the 

second decision has "prompted uneasiness among Christian communities there". 


83.03.1387: Ntrearagua-USs 


The president of the Evangelical Committee for Aid and Development (CEPAD) 
in Nicaragua has criticized the US administration. Gustavo Parajon told a 
news conference in Washington that "US-backed raids from across the 
Honduran border are occurring with increased frequency and brutality". He 
urged US Christians to "intercede before the government... in order to stop 
immediately all open and covert aid to the counter-revolutionary groups 
camped in Honduras". 


83.08.1388: Southern Afrtca-ecumentecal 


The general secretaries of seven southern African councils of churches held 

a four-day meeting in Lobito, Angola, late last month. The third in a 

series (the previous gatherings were in Gaborone, Botswana, 1979; Mbabone, 
Swaziland, 1982), the meetings are an occasion for the church leaders to 
reflect together on the situation in their region. The seven executives - 
from Angola, Botswana, Namibia, Swaziland, South Africa, Zambia and 

Zimbabwe - issued a statement of "support and solidarity" with the victims 

of the raid late last year by Southern African forces in Lesotho [EPS 83.01.21] 


83.03.1389: US-anntversary 


The executive council of the [US Anglican] Episcopal Church is encouraging 
parishes and dioceses to mark the 200th anniversary of the 3 September 1783 
Treaty of Paris which formally ended the war which made the US independent 
of Britain. (Also as a result of the war, US Anglicanism ceased to be under 
the jurisdiction of the Church of England.) 


83.03.1400: Ftnland-talks 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland and representatives of the small 
[Congregational] Free Church of Finland have held their first official 
talks since the FCF was registered 60 years ago. The next talks are 
scheduled for 18-19 August to consider the Holy Spirit and church-state 
relations. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.03.141-146 


83.08.141: Euechartstte sharing 


Following its three-day meeting this month [14-16 March], the executive 
committee of the French Roman Catholic bishops has reiterated that 
permission for non-Roman Catholics to commune during RC liturgies is for 
exceptional cases and that the practice should not become habitual. More- 
over, said Marseille Archbishop Roger Cardinal Etchegaray, the permission 
cannot currently extend to Roman Catholics wishing to receive the eucharist 
under non-RC auspices. 


83.03.142: Lattn Amertca-RC/sects 


Meeting in Haiti this month, Roman Catholic leaders from 23 Latin American 
countries have decided to commission a study of the nature and development 
of religious groups considered sects, and also to investigate their 
procedures and modes of action. They also resolved to begin next year 
several powerful Roman Catholic regional radio stations, in part to counter 
the sects' influence, and also to carry out evangelism work. 


83.03.1438: Ntgerta-schools 


Nigerian President Shehu Shagari says government takeover of church and 
other private schools has harmed discipline in the country. According to a 
report from Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service, the president 
in a message to the annual conference of the country's Roman Catholic 
bishops, in Lagos, also asked for proposals from them to aid the work of 
the country's "ethical re-orientation committee". 


83.03.144: UK-evtdence 


A proposal in parliament to change rules for the giving of evidence in 
criminal cases has been strongly criticized by 56 of the 106 English 
Anglican diocesan and suffragan bishops and by the British Methodist 
Church's ministries division and the BMC community and race relations 
committee. Objections centre on perceived threats in the bill to the 
traditional relationship of confidentiality between clergy and those who 
confess sins to them, and on possible abuses under the bill's stop-and- 
search provisions. 


83.038.145: Finland-holtdays 


A sociological study shows that among Finnish holidays with Christian roots, 
Good Friday has retained its religious character most clearly, with All 
Saints Day next so. The trend toward emphasising the religious significance 
of Easter and Christmas has also grown since the mid-1940s according to the 
University of Helsinki report, but Epiphany, Ascension, St. John's Day 
(mid-summer) and Annunciation are hardly considered in religious terms at 
all in contemporary Finnish society. 


83.03.146: Ireland-ecumenteal 


The sixth Ballysmascanlon [Ireland] Inter-Church Talks took place this month. 
Representatives of the island's Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Non-Subscribing Presbyterians, Lutherans, Quakers and 
Salvationists discussed Christian witness in a secular world and the 

pastoral role of the church to those in prison. [Related item: EPS 83.03.148] 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Reflections on the World YMCA Movement" EPS 83.03.147 


The following ts excerpted from the report of Secretary General Hector 
Casellt of the Geneva-based World Alliance of YMCAs to the meeting thts 
month tn Geneva of the alltance prestdent's committee [EPS 83.03.93]. 


At the 8th World Council of YMCAs it became a recurrent thought in the 
search to understand the deep meanings and implications - for individuals, 
communities, the world and for our own movements - within our declaration 
that Jesus Christ is the source of renewal and hope. Since the very 
beginning of the council meeting, the need for renewal was affirmed. But 
someone reminded us in the opening plenary that "any human endeavour can, 
with the best of intentions, only correct mistakes or improve conditons" 
and because we believe that the YMCA is a God-given movement, "we are con- 
vinced that only Christ as the living God can renew our association". 


When I look at our YMCAs around the world, I find many reasons to rejoice 
and to feel proud of our movement. I also find many aspects which deeply 
distress me and increase doubts about the role of the YMCA as an instrument 
for "the extension of His Kingdom". Here and there I find fragmentation 
instead of unity; nationalistic tendencies which appear to be more powerful 
than loyalty to our Christian faith; overdependence on governmental 
priorities instead of creative contributions which should be the typical 
signs of a Christian private voluntary international movement; financial 
retraction and protectionism at a time or world economic difficulties, thus 
forgetting the terrible conditions in the underdeveloped countries and 
weaker YMCAs. 


It is precisely in those darker moments, when disturbing questions and 
issues seem to overwhelm my spirit, that I go back to the reason of our 
hope. I am then reminded that if we build our movement on the rock called 
Jesus Christ, we cannot be afraid of the unknown future. He will lead us. 
We can follow Him. 


Never before are so many people around the world asking themselves if the 
end of the world is near. Who can predict what foolish things people and 
nations will permit themselves to do in the near future, "what compacts we 
will make with hell through the use of nuclear and biological weapons, what 
ecological disasters we will actively perpetrate or merely permit to happen?" 


In his book "The Fate of the Earth", Jonathan Schell writes: "At present 
most of us do nothing, we look away. We remain calm. We are silent. We 
take refuge in the hope that the holocaust won't happen and turn back to our 
individual concerns. We deny the truth that is all around us." Baptist 
teacher Gordon Poteat said: "Is there a hell?", and after a thoughtful 
silence... "If there is a hell, Jesus Christ is in it." 


Yes, Jesus Christ is actively at work in the place of greatest human need. 
He certainly is present in this world of ours, which mankind stubbornly 
risks to totally destroy. 1, we, among so many others, are to be Jesus 
Christ's men and women on our short passage on earth, and it will be our 
obligation "to work in hell with Him". And our YMCA movement, in all 
places where it is spread in the world, has no other choice either. This 
remains our hope also, because no matter the errors, the shortcomings and 
failures which the YMCA may have, it still claims and believes that it is 
an instrument for the extension of His Kingdom - a Kingdom of peace, 
justice, dignity for all men, a Kingdom of reconciliation and love. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Irish Ecumenism" EPS 83.03. 148 


The following ts excerpted from the 11 March [Anglican] Church of Ireland 
Gazette. [Related item: 83.03.146] 


The inter-church talks in Ballymascanlon have provoked a great deal of 
interest among churchmen of every denomination in Ireland and among 
interested observers of the Irish situation abroad. But at this year's 
meeting there was a noticeable air of disillusionment among many of the 
delegates. Some even went so far as to describe it as 'a non-event’. 


This seems to stem from a feeling that Ballymascanlon has become a "talking 
shop' where safe subjects like the secularisation of our society, which will 
predictably be deplored by all participants, can be discussed but the 
difficult and contentious issues such as the mixed marriage question are 
glossed over. Many delegates felt that the talking was all very well but 
nothing practical was being achieved. Some said that after ten years there 
ought to be something solid as a result if the future of the talks were to 
be considered worthwhile. 


The ordinary church member understands ecumenism in a very personal way - 
the come and go within his own parish of the clergy and people of other 
denominations and the progress on the mixed marriage question which 
personally affects himself and his family, particularly in the Republic. 
These are the primary areas to which he looks for changes. It is doubtful 
if he will perceive any change as a result of these talks. 


The question must be asked "Is Ballymascanlon now counter-productive?" By 
raising expectations which perhaps cannot be fulfilled, are these talks doing 
ecumenism at parish level a disservice, even among those who are committed to 
the ideals of ecumenism? 


There is a further disquieting aspect to this year's talks. Many delegates 
felt that the leaking to the press of a confidential paper concerning treat- 
ment of prisoners, and the subsequent widespread coverage of its contents, 
was an attempt to use the inter-church talks in a political way and thus 
give the impression that the churches present lend their support to certain 
changes in prison regulations - an impression which may be very far from the 
truth. 


If these talks have been used in this way then this must be deplored. Such 
an unfortunate incident provides ammunition for those who have vested 
interests in seeing that ecumenism does not succeed. In Northern Ireland in 
particular, there are those who gain material profit by keeping divisions 
alive and sowing the seeds of mistrust. 


In the tragic situation of our island when murder and terrorism are given a 
religious veneer, good relationships between the churches are essential. 
Practical ecumenism is vital if the church is to have any effective witness 
in our divided situation. 


Ballymascanlon is too good an opportunity for progress to be allowed to slip 
away. There was much talk of what was being achieved between meetings by 
working parties and the like. Is it too much to hope that. these achievements 
could be made visible before the next Ballymascanlon so that all the world 
could see what we desperately need to see - that progress is being made in 
practical terms and that Ballymascanlon is indeed an event? 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "African Struggles for Freedom" EPS 83.03.149 


The following ts excerpted from "The Nanntes of God," report from an tnter- 
nattonal consultation of representatives of Chrtsttan lay-tratning centers, 
academies, and movements of soctal concern. It met last July tn Ibadan, Nigerva, 
[EPS 82.07.36]. The report was prepared by Lynn Fatling, consultant to the 
World Councetl of: Churches Sub-untt on Renewal and Congregattonal Ltfe, 
consultation organiser. Coptes of the report are available from the sub-untt. 


...'Africa' cannot be classified in a single category. The ruling elites of 
Africa who monopolise power, who preside over the degradation of Africa; who 
subject its collective history to the most grotesque deformation - these 

elites belong to Africa. But they belong only in the manner in which a malignant 
cancer belongs to the afflicted body. 


The historically spineless middle classes of Africa, handsomely favoured by 

the prevailing division of labour - where they work in grand comfort with their 
brains, not with their hands - also belong to Africa. These men and women 

are usually contented with their place as the favoured slaves of the masters 

of Africa. . Occasionally they feel compelled to demonstrate a conscience-soothing 
cry for Africa. These also belong to Africa. 


The teeming masses of African workers - who have nothing to sell but their 
labour power, who have no capital to improve their productivity, whose lives 
are milked to provide nourishment for the masters of Africa - these masses also 
belong.to Africa. These masses of African peasantry, pulverised by economic, 
political, social and cultural forces of degradation. 


These last two divisions constitute the authentic Africa, and it is their 
struggles - however weak or strong - against all forces which prevent human 
beings from being "human" which constitute the struggles of Africa for freedom. 


One thing that has dawned on Africans is that it is illusory for them to think 
that it is possible by means of sermons, humanitarian works, encouragement and 
promises concerning other worldly values, to change people's consciousness 

and thereby transform the world....The Christian's voice will be listened to 
only where Christians have made plain their deep solidarity with ordinary people 
and where they reveal their sacrificial and self-denying involvement in the 
struggle for a more truly human existence. 


As one consultation participant from Europe reported: '"'Having passed through 
the worlds of Ibadan, I take back a sadness about my own civilisation which 
exported all the worst." 


Finally, the struggle for freedom in Africa is first a struggle for loyal 
relationship - koinonia. The acquisition of power too often destroys loyalty. 
The struggles of the African people can therefore be characterised as action for: 
equal distribution of information; recruitment and equipment of people at the 
base to struggle with issues; non-violent, co-operative, social defence and 
action programmes; and ecumenical thrust toward solidarity within the Christian 
communict; the recognition of the diversity of function and the unity of 

purpose contained in the Good News; changing dependent relationships into mutual 
support networks and the development of skills toward that end... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Scientism and Shintoism - Japan's New Gods" EPS 83.03.150 


The followtng appeared in the 20 December "Japan Christian Aettvtty News", 
published by the Nattonal Christian Council there. Its author ts Tony Carter. 


Only in Japan can one see such contrasts. Opening up the pages of one of 
Japan's leading English-language newspapers, there is a picture of a ground 
breaking ceremony for the 1985 International Exposition on Sicence and 
Technology to be held in Tsukuba City, north of Tokyo. Heralding to the 
entire world that Japan is among the most advanced in the sci-tech field, 
massive concentrations of human and economic resources dedicate themselves to 
the creation of the most sophisticated gadgets the world will ever see. 
Supported by the largest and most powerful of Japan's corporations, they 
proclaim that the sci-tech gods are the greatest. 


But the most disturbing aspect of the picture is also very ominous, for along- 
side the high priests to gods of technology is another priest dressed in all 
the finest traditional robes that Japan's folk religions can muster, perform- 
ing a traditional Shinto rite of purification. It is here in this very 
symbolic way that the two high priests of Japan's most powerful religions 
(Sci-techism and Shintoism) come together to blend the forces of nationalism 
and scientism into a new meld of power that will shape Japan's way of relating 
to the rest of the world for a very long time to come. 


If it were not for the fact that international political forces today are 
pressuring Japan to rearm and for the fact that there are groups in this 
island nation who believe that there is a glorious future to be had for this 
country under the aegis of technologically sophisticated military power nur- 
tured by the traditional values enshrined in the "Way of the Gods" (Shinto), 
the picture would only be comic relief. 


But this is a replayof Japan's tragic past. How is it possible that a religion 
as amorphous as Shinto (no founder, no official sacred scriptures, and no 
dogma) can come to stand alongside the high priests of scientism and share with 
them this ceremony marking the beginnings of Japan's most ambitious inter- 
national celebration of sci-tech power? 


How is it possible that this government~sponsored international exhibition can 
invoke the gods of a Shinto priest when the constitution of Japan clearly 
states that the separation of religion and state shall be maintained? How is 
it possible that the "Way of the Gods" (Shinto) somehow escapes being desig- 
nated a religion by none other than the Supreme Court of Japan? 


All of this is possible because there are ominous stirrings that wish very 
much to weld together the graven images of the Shinto pantheon with the graven 
images of the military-industrial complex, to bring Japan back to her rightful 
place in the sun. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: ‘''Soviet Christians Visit URC Headquarters" EPS:'83 03.151 


The following ts abrtdged and adapted from the March tissue of Reform, 
magazine of the Untted Reformed Church tn the Untted Kingdom. Author 
Katy Best desertbes an encounter at URC headquarters earlter thts year 
between URC Moderator Rosalind Goodfellow, URC General Secretary Bernard 
Thorogood, and other URC representatives wtth two members of a vtstting 
delegation of Sovtet Chrtsttans [EPS 83.02.30], Vladtmir Sorokin, Russtan 
Orthodox cathedral dean and New Testament lecturer in Lentngrad, and 
Alexet Bychkov, Bapttst general secretary tn Moscow. 


..-Goodfellow gave a brief history of the URC. Sorokin commented gently, 
"You are always making something new in your country. What is the necessity? 
Was your union for theological or spiritual reasons, or for social witness?... 


"For us Orthodox", he added, "it is important for the different nations in 
the Church each to have their characteristic cultural life. You have a 
very quick process of reformation in the Protestant Churcht"... 


Bychkov said the Soviet Baptist Union includes different evangelical groups, 
Menonites and Pentecostals, and he remarked that he was often involved in 
‘disputes’. "Your Church is more calm", he said, laughingly. 


He saw the ecumenical visit to Britain as a bridge-building exercise not 
only to strengthen East-West links but also to help communications between 
the eight denominations and many languages represented in the delegation. 
"We share a great wish to be in unity", he said. 


Local relationships in the USSR between Baptist and Orthodox, said Bychkov, 
depend on how the church leaders in the area view each other. In one 
district where the Baptist pastor died, the Orthodox priest ordered the bell 
to be rung in his church as a mark of respect during the funeral procession. 
He told his people that it was "a real servant of God going to the cemetery". 


But if, for instance, a Baptist pastor hinted to his flock that the 
Orthodox were superstitious and not Christians, "the congregation begin to 
pick up stones". 


Sorokin agreed that unity problems existed at parish level. "I think in 
future", he said, "it will be necessary for both the Baptist and the Orthodox 
Churches to change. My Church is a very conservative one, but I see changes 
taking place, especially in theology. We are living in an ecumenical age. 
Now that everyone in the USSR gets education, people want to think for 
themselves and want to understand such things as what the creeds mean." 


The priest called the World Council of Churches the only ecumenical channel in 
the USSR. Since the Revolution the churches have had no coordinating body. 
"The WCC acts like a sputnik, a satellite. Through it we all receive the 
same waves, which heal us from hostility," he observed. 


The concerns of peace and disarmament were raised by Thorogood and shared by 
the guests. Pastor Bychkov quoted a story by a Russian poet of Pushkin's 
time about a cat who stole a piece of meat from the kitchen. The cook 
watched and tried to persuade the cat to give it back, instead of seizing the 
meat. The story, he said, illustrates the nuclear arms race. "Governments 
say they stand for peace, everyone stands for peace. But the cat is eating 
and eating, and no-one acts to stop it."... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Human Rights Situation in El Salvador" EPS 83.03.152 


The following ts excerpted from a presentation thts month by the Commtisston 
of the Churches on Internattonal Affairs to the 39th sesston of the UN human 
rights commtsston tn Geneva. It depends tn large measure on tnformatton 
from the legal protectton office of the San Salvador Roman Catholte 
archdtocese and the Chrtsttan Legal Atd Service of El Salvador. It was 
presented by Roberto Cuellar, Mextco-based director of the service.  CCIA 
ts a sub-untt of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


.--Violation of human rights [in El Salvador] has reached an intolerable 
level. A comprehensive system of extrajudicial executions, after being 
practised on a wide scale for three years, was institutionalized in 1982. 

Its motivation is political persecution, used as a means violently to suppress 
the right to life. At least 5,977 non-combatant civilians are reckoned to 
have been executed without trial. 


Skill in assassination has been qualitatively refined as an official policy 
to strike terror into the civilian population. At least 210 cases of mass 
decapitation came to light, and also 332 proven cases of physical torture, 
which grim spectre haunts daily life in El Salvador. 


These local organizations have had difficulty in determining precisely and 
objectively the exact number of non-combatant civilians who have met violent 
death in the joint military operations of the Armed Forces. In some rural 
areas it has been confirmed that chemical weapons have been used with 
destructive effect. In at least nine air raids, various communities, mostly 
in rural areas and non-military targets, were bombed during the latter half 
of 1982. 


Moreover, at least 1189 cases of arbitrary arrest resulting in enforced 
disappearances were documented. Of particular note in this period were the 
mass arrests of trade union leaders and political and party leaders, which 
took place when they proposed 'national dialogue’ as a proper means of 
resolving the present bloody conflict - conflict caused by social, economic 
and internal political reasons... 


It is strange to hear assurances in certain reports that there has. been 
progress in the system of justice and its administration, when in those few 
cases where detainees have appeared before the courts no Significant headway 
has been made. Nor has the government of El Salvador repealed legal 
provisions and other measures now in force which are incompatible with the 
norms established by international instruments on human rights, as it was 
recommended to do by the special representative of the [UN human rights] 
commission... 


In El Salvador, a country of four-and-half million inhabitants, one is more 
likely to die than to live. This is why almost half a million people have 
been forced to abandon their homes, moving to other zones within the country 
or fleeing as refugees, mostly to neighbouring countries. 


The situation of Salvadorean refugees is giving grave cause for concern. 
The military authorities of that country have been implicated in recent cases 
of enforced disappearances and extra-judicial killings of refugees from El 
Salvador and other countries, as well as Honduran citizens. There have been 
repeated reports of killings of Nicaraguan civilians and of many abductions 
on Nicaraguan national territory carried out by the many armed groups 
circulating freely on Honduran territory with support, help and protection. 
These groups are composed mainly of people who belonged to the National Guard 
under the former dictatorship of Anastacio Somoza..«. 
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SA RC BISHOPS' Ecumenical Press 
POLICY DEBATED Service 83.04.01 


The followtng ts abrtdged and adapted from the February Ecunews, news 
service of the South Afrtcan Counetl of Churches. 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - The recent public debate and confrontation between two 
senior Roman Catholic bishops and lay persons at an often heated and 
emotional three hour long multi-racial meeting here was a historical and 
unique event. 


It reflected the fundamental and tragic divisions and the same tensions 
inside the Roman Catholic Church as there are within all English-language 
churches in South Africa - between black and white, and white and white on 
issues such as the war in Namibia. 


It brought into the open the deep anguish and soul searching by sincere 
Christians, divided on life and death issues, as they probe for the 
Christian truths, guidelines and solutions for South Africa's politics. 


This was the first meeting of this kind organised by any of the major multi- 
racial English-language churches. The meeting was specially called to 
discuss the stand of the Southern African Bishops Conference on Namibia in 
view of their report in May last year. 


The atmosphere was often tense and feelings sometimes ran high. The 
audience was divided roughly 50-50 on racial lines between black and white. 
The whites were a mixture of old and middle-aged conservatives with young 
men who were still in the army or had just completed their military 
service — most of whom were openly anti-Swapo and pro-Government; and 
young and middle-aged students and others who took a liberal or radical 
line. 


Of the 23 individuals who put questions and made public statements, some 
two thirds were hostile to the two bishops, whilst the audience as a whole 
was probably 70 percent in favour of the stand taken by the bishops. 


Durban Archbishop Denis Hurley said he welcomed and enjoyed the meeting and 
the exchange of views: ‘We are still one in Christ. But we see things 
differently, either the right or wrong way.' 


He said it is very difficult for the church to give advice to young whites 
in a public statement on what to do about military service "because there 
are sometimes different levels of consciousness that cannot be publicly 
debated.’ 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.04.02-08 


83.04.02: Sweden-church/state 


The new Lutheran primate of Sweden, Uppsala Archbishop-designate Bertil 
Werkstrom, says he favours church-state separation, though not a "church 
that is so free that it is a closed church". He adds that Church of Sweden 
"doors must be kept open to those who doubt or hesitate". 


83.04.03:  Sweden-vote 


How do active Swedish church people vote? Stockholm-based Church Information 
Centre reports that polls indicate that "the Christian vote is represented 
not so much by the older people as by the younger ones. And not so much by 


those who vote for a right-wing party as by those who vote for the left-wing 
parties." . 


83.04.04: Japan-Chritstmas 


A church growth survey of Japanese Lutheran congregations has found that 
among Christian events, Christmas celebrations make by far the deepest 
impressions on those who later become Christians. Ranking a distant second 
were events at camp, followed by weddings and funerals. 


83.04.05: Villas-appeal 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (a sub-unit of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches) has joined five other non-govern- 
mental organisations (International Commission of Jurists, Geneva; Inter- 
national Federation for Human Rights, Paris; International League for the 
Rights and Liberation of Peoples, Rome; Pax Christi International, Anvers } 
and Pax Romana, Geneva) in asking the Interamerican Commission on Human 
Rights to undertake a detailed investigation of the circumstances of the 
death of Marianella Garcia Villas, president of the Commission on Human 
Rights of El Salvador. The WCC has condemned her death by government troops 
[EPS 83.03.34], as have church leaders in the UK, Canada and other places. 


83.04.06: Marcel Pradervand 


Marcel Pradervand, former general secretary of the Geneva-based World 

Alliance of Reformed Churches, died last month [20 March] as a result of 
bronchial pneumonia following an attack of influenza. Swiss-born, he was 

77. Before becoming WARC general secretary, in 1949, he was on the inter- 
church aid staff of the World Council of Churches. He retired 31 October 1970. 


83.04.07: Ethtopta-appeal 


A report last month [24 March] from the WCC inter-church aid commission 
(CICARWS) indicates that "famine is worsening by aggravating drought in an 
already destabilized situation" in Ethiopia. CICARWS says that 1.3 million 
people are affected in four northern Ethiopian provinces. The commission 
urges additional financial support for an aid effort in the region. 


83.04.08: Finland-ordinatton 


Finland's Lutheran bishops have delayed a committee report on the issue of 
women's ordination, likely to be on the agenda of the November meeting of 
the country's Lutheran synod. The Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland 
is the largest Lutheran denomination without female pastors. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.04.09-13 


83.04.09: Poland-Wcc 


In a message to the Polish Ecumenical Council for its general assembly this 
month, the World Council of Churches has expressed gladness that "martial 

law has been suspended and a large number of internees have been released". 
However, it also voices "concern about several of the continuing restrictions 
of the martial law period, and also about a large number of people in prison 
for political reasons". It suggests that "an early amnesty for the prisoners 
would strengthen efforts towards national reconciliation". [Text: EPS 83.04.14] 


83.04.10: US-nun 


A US Roman Catholic nun has been confirmed as Michigan state welfare 
director, even though Detroit RC Archbishop Edmund Szoka has ordered her 
to resign her post. Agnes Mary Mansour is supported by her order (the 
Sisters of Mercy of the Union), and by Lansing RC Bishop Kenneth Povish, 
whose diocese includes the state capital. Szoka has referred her case to 
Rome. He says her state position would require her to approve funding for 
abortion. Mansour says she opposes abortion but "I recognise that we live 
in a morally pluralistic society" and that "my morality may not be someone 
else's morality". Povish says he would "rather have a Sister of Mercy 
exercising whatever influence she can over that department than some 
feminist floozy who is an abortion advocate". 


83.04.11: IRD-reactton 


The Institute on Religion and Democracy, source of much of the information 
in recent critical US media coverage, the National and World Councils of 
Churches and US denominations, has issued a 100-page report focusing 
largely on church support for a group supportive of Cuba and "silence" on 
human-rights violations in Vietnam. IRD Chairman Ed Robb says the issue is 
not "a narrow question of fiscal responsiblitiy," but "staff involvement 
and publication materials, and involvement in coalitions". In an interview 
in the 21 March Christianity and Crisis magazine, IRD board member Richard 
Lovelace says IRD credibility "is down the drain" since the media "hatchet 
job" on the denominations and councils. [EPS 83.02.03, 32, 59] 


83.04.12: Phtltpptnes-btd 


In an effort to convince the Geneva-based World Council of Churches to meet 
in Manila for its seventh assembly - probably in the early 1990s - the 
Philippine Convention Bureau is circulating a special colour brochure. 
Bishop Mercurio Serina of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines is 
listed as chairman of the ad hoc committee to have the assembly there. 

(The sixth WCC assembly takes place 24 July - 10 August in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada.) 


83.04.13: BCC-nuclear 


Meeting in St. Andrews, Scotland, last month, representatives of the member 
denominations of the British Council of Churches debated the nuclear arms 
race. In a resolution, the representatives said "there are circumstances 
in which Christian obedience demands civil disobedience". 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Message to the Polish Ecumenical Council" EPS 83.04.14 


The following message was sent this month by World Counctl of Churches 
General Secretary Phtlitp Potter for the general assembly of the Poltsh 
Ecumenteal Counetl, whteh groups representattves of most non-Roman Catholte 
Chrtsttans in mostly Roman Catholite Poland. The message was authorised by 
the WCC executtve committee, whtch met tn Geneva thts month [EPS 83.04.09]. 


Greetings in the name of our Lord as you meet for your General Assembly. 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches met in Geneva from 
28 February to 4 March. You will recall that the 1982 February Executive 
had received a report from the ecumenical delegation which visited you just 
prior to its sessions. This year's Executive Committee reviewed the 
situation in Poland along with a number of situations of direct concern to 
the fellowship of the churches in the World Council of Churches. 


The Executive learnt that there have been several visits to Poland during 
the past year from the World Council of Churches and member churches 
including the pre-Assembly team visit in January this year. There were 

also two visits from the Polish Ecumenical Council and the churches there 

to the World Council of Churches. Through all these contacts our appreciation 
of the witness of the churches in Poland has deepened and we thank God for 
the way in which you have lived your faith as Churches and Christians at a 
difficult period in your history. The pre-Assembly team reported to us "In 
spite of the economic and political crisis, we did not often meet with 
frustrated or disappointed churches or people. The opposite was the case. 
We found a spirit of great hope and a sense of security and joy. The people 
of God are singing and praising the Lord. They come to church in numbers we 
can only dream of in many of our societies." 


We are glad that the martial law has been suspended and large numbers of 
internees have been released. 


However, we want to share with you our concern about several of the 
continuing restrictions of the martial law period and also about a large 
number of people in prison for political reasons. We earnestly believe 
that an early amnesty for the prisoners would strengthen efforts towards 
national reconciliation. We also hope that all restrictions introduced 
during the martial law period will be removed to enable full participation 
of all sections of people in national life. 


We send you again our very best wishes for your meeting and we are confident 
that the deliberations and decisions will further strengthen the life and 
witness of the churches. We also ask for your prayers as we move in the 
final stages of the VIth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: 'Jesus Christ With People in Asia" EPS ‘Gs S04315 | 


The following ts excerpted from the "interpretative introductton” to a newly- 
publtshed report on an Astan consultation last 5-11 July tn Singapore on the 
theme of the next World Counetl of. Churches assembly, "Jesus Christ — the 

Life of the World". Author of the tntroduction ts T K Thomas, WCC Publications 
editor. The assembly takes place 24 July - 10 August tn Vancouver, British 
Coltumbta, Canada. The report, ineluding reports from the groups on the 

four assembly sub-themes, recommendattons by women parttetpants, and papers 

by C. S. Song, C. Duratstngh, Kim Yong-Bok, Michael Rodrigo, and N. Radjawane, 
ts avatlable from the WCC Program on Theologteal Educatton. 


".,..Firstly, what emerged out of the complexities surrounding the Assembly 

theme is the fact that Jesus is no stranger to the people in Asia. The 

strong feeling was that perhaps Jesus is more Asian than most of us 

Christians in Asia. This is not an easy thing to say, but this is a truly 

liberating feeling. We used to be very apologetic about Jesus's relation / 
to everything: Asian cultures, religions, ethical codes, and even people. 1 
We felt the need to protect Jesus from being contaminated with what is 
Asian. After a few days of reflection, meditations and debates, 
inhibition about Jesus was almost gone. 


Secondly, what then does this Jesus look like in Asia? This was a truly hard 
question. And here we had to admit that the contour of this Jesus was 

still vague for us. His image was still unclear. We would be hard put to 
describe him on a canvas. Our camera, even the most advanced kind, would 

not be able to find a focus on him. But, while we were still unable to see 
him in person, we realised we were able to see him in other persons - persons 
in Asia in suffering and in hope, including ourselves. While we were not 
able to hear him in person, we realised that we heard him in other persons — 
persons in Asia crying out for salvation, including ourselves. 


Thirdly, with this we felt that we grasped the real meaning of incarnation, 
to use a rather awesome theological term. Incarnation, we realised, is not 
a spatial concept - something that happened between heaven on high and earth 
below. It happens in the people who live their lives in despair and hope, 
who are afraid of death and long for eternal life. Nor is incarnation an 
abstract idea. It is something that happens between God and people, between 
the suffering God and the suffering people. The heart of the incarnation 

is suffering. And suffering is anything but abstract. 


Fourthly, the incarnation did challenge us to look more deeply into religions 
in Asia - Hinduism, Islam and others. Asia is a vast region of the world 
shaped by these religions. It is inhabited by hundreds of millions of 
people seeking the meaning and destiny of their lives through these religions. 
What we believe as Christians and what they believe as Hindus, Buddhists, 
Muslims, and so on - are they totally unrelated? Do they only oppose one 
another?... 


Fifthly, this leads to the question of ecumenism in Asia. Ecumenism, it 
became clear to us, cannot be thought of only in terms of the unity of the 
church in the traditional sense of estranged churches becoming reconciled. 
The unity of the church in Asia must be set squarely in relation to the Asian 
world with its religious and cultural pluralities. It must be the unity of 
the whole people of God in Asia, not merely the unity of people of God in the 
church. Unity then ceases to be a settlement of ecclesiastical and 
doctrinal conflicts between the Christian churches of different confessions 
and traditions. The unity we seek in Asia must be that of God reconciling 
all people of Asia. Unity then becomes a mission, not to the people of Asia, 
but with them... 

EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Church Unity - Let's All Stop Fiddling Around" EPS 83.04.16 


The following ts excerpted from an edttortal in the March tssue of Seek, 

monthly of the [Angltean] Church of the Provinee of Southern Afrtea. Last 
November, the CPSA synod declined major porttons of a proposed covenant wtth : 
several Methodist, Congregattonal, and Presbytertan denominations [EPS 82.12.28]. 
Seek's edttor ts Ivor Shaptro. 


.--More is said than done about church unity. That's true of all the 


churches. Many Christians speak of how much they yearn and pray for unity, 
but striving for it is not truly a value - still less a priority - in their 
lives. For God's sake, let's stop praying for unity if we're not prepared 


to work for, it, and. don't really want it! 


A value is something which actually directs our lives. A priority is 
something for which we are willing to sacrifice time and’ energy and property. 
Can church unity be called a value or a priority for most Anglicans?... 


If all our doctrines and usages are non-negotiable, then we are fiddling 
around with pious language, rather than dealing with values and priorities. 


That is not to say that doctrines can be bartered like beads and 
trinkets, of course. One doesn't simply change one's deep-seated beliefs 
because it is convenient to do so. But one should be willing to discuss, 
define, defend, and even doubt some of one's beliefs, when confronted by 
someone else who, equally sincerely, believes something slightly different, 
while sharing many common fundamentals. That is what is expected ‘of 
Anglicans - and some Anglicans are not willing to pay this price... 


No one is looking for perfect doctrinal uniformity. That doesn't 
exist anywhere within the Anglican communion - or any other denomination, 
although the Roman Catholics come closest by far. We are looking - if we 
want unity - for a degree of doctrinal agreement which is sufficient as a 
foundation for organic unity. 


Put simply, if the Anglican communion itself is possible, despite 
major divergences within it on sacramental and other doctrinal understandings, 
then it is possible to create a united church which similarly tolerates 
diversity in doctrine and usage. The focus of unity in such a church would 
not be a book of doctrines or customs, but the bishops, and the sacraments 
of baptism and eucharist. 


The CPSA owes it to the other participating churches that we come clean 
with them this year. Before any more work is done, before any more hopes 
are generated, Anglicans should express themselves as to whether or not they 
are willing to make the cause of unity a value and priority. And not only 
unity with Rome, which should naturally continue to be a value, but also 
with other churches. 


This is particularly an obligation on the clergy. Laity at a number 
of synods last year indicated a hope, not shared by most clergy, that the 
CPSA should take the covenanting step towards unity. Clergy - who will 
otherwise use their vetoes at synod to stop a unity plan in the end - must 
clarify their positions now. 


There is a way in which those for whom the search for unity —- however 
difficult - is a value and priority, can take action to indicate, at least 
symbolically, this commitment. The clergy can join to organise - and the 
laity attend - united services on the day of Pentecost this May, to replace, 
not merely supplement, denominational worship. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''Multinational Mission Agencies and the Third World" EPS 83.04.17 


Following are excerpts from an article by Vinay Samuel and Chris Sugden. 
It appeared tn the October "Mtsstology" and was reprinted in the January CCA 
News, monthly of the Singapore-based Christtan Conference of Asta. 


--. Some strategies for Christian mission are based on a global organization 
promoting a clearly articulated verbal message. The goal is to make this 
message as widely available as possible; but little or no thought is given 
to examining the relevance of the message to the context, or even whether the 
authentic gospel is being shared. A verbal message unrelated to the context 
bypasses the needs of the whole context, creates its own needs, and subverts 
the mission of the gospel. This reflects the spirit of the multinationals.. 


In multinational mission strategies, the church is defined as a distribution 
centre. If the national church is not an effective distribution centre for 

the product of the mission agency, then it is bypassed. The agency creates 

its own church and its own distribution system. It sponsors rallies, retreats, 
conventions, conferences and a whole system of Christian nurturing for leaders 
and supponter wa 1! 


Mission agencies can pay larger salaries than the national churches, and so 

they attract capable, well-qualified young people from church training 

colleges. Then in forming and executing policies, they tend to bypass the 
leadership of bishops, synods and councils in the local area. They also make 
direct approaches to pastors of local churches for access and support without 
consulting the wider bodies to whom these pastors are responsible. Many pastors 
are happy to cooperate in this because of the resources, opportunities and 
facilities the mission agency offers. 


Finally, the mission agency begins to impose its own leadership on the 
situation, establishing colleges to train its own leaders. This leadership, 
with loyalty to the message and method of the mission agencies that trained it, 
then forms the "national evangelical leadership" with no accountability to the 
church in the country, and no base in the local churches and denominations... 


Among multinational corporations there is a tendency towards covering the whole 
market, or for dividing the market up on a global scale... Relief and develop- 
ment agencies move into evangelism, church planting, theological education, 
leadership training, mission research and publication until agencies divide up 
the market between them and regard particular territories as their sphere of 
influence... 


There is inherent pressure for growth within multinational mission agencies 
which often prevents them from fulfilling their claims of taking the whole 
gospel to the whole person. This growth is phenomenal and is often at the 
expense of other groups which cannot show quick results... Many situations 
in poor countries require that the. church take a clear stance on the side of 
the poor against exploitation and injustice. Multinational mission agencies 
often do not take a clear stance for fear of losing financial support from 
their home constituency and implicating their supporters as among those 
responsible for the injustice... 


The national church is the group of Christians in the situation who can help 

the agencies in the process of incarnation to express a wholistic gospel. The 
national church must be able to monitor how many agencies come, the sort of work 
they do and how they do it. For the national church to be affirmed, it must 
have substantial decision-making power in this area. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Life in the history of Jews and Christians" EPS 83.04.18 


The following ts excerpted from the report of a Jewtsh-Christtan consultatton 
on the theme of the next World Counetl of Churches' assembly, "Jesus Christ - 
the Life of the World". The report ts included in a newly-published WCC book, 
"Theologtcal Explorations of the Assembly Theme", edtted by Faith and Order 
Director Willtam Lazareth. It also tneludes a Roman Catholte consultatton 
memorandum and an Orthodox theological sympostum report related to the theme, 
and four articles each on the four sub-themes. 


-.-The sanctity and inviolability of life, we learned, is of central signifi- 
cance in Judaism according to the halacha, or Jewish rules for living. 
Implied in this view is not only the idea that all human beings are equal 
before God, but also the obligation to protect life from anything which 
threatens it and the readiness to strive to maintain life, even to the point 
of laying down one's own life in order to save life. A further implication 
of this is the duty of opposing all forms of discrimination and the refusal 
to degrade human beings by using them as means to some end. 


Individual Jews regard themselves as members of their community and as 
responsible for its destiny and continuance. The continuation of the Jewish 
people - which bears witness to God in the world - is therefore given a 
prominent place by Jews and the life of individual Jews finds fulfilment in 
the assurance of the existence of succeeding generations. 


Continuing the biblical tradition, the religious law embraces all aspects of 
human life and Judaism accepts the human being and instinctual human life as 
a gift from God. Faith has to be fulfilled in daily life. This fulfilment 
is only fully possible in Israel's own land, and the state of Israel repre- 
sents for Jews today, therefore, the opportunity to sanctify God's name not 
through the death but in the life of the individual and the community. 


The Christian members of the consultation sought to understand their Jewish 
partners in dialogue in their own terms, for the Jewish experience of life 
without Christ is a challenge to exclusive Christian claims and must be taken 
seriously. We Christians share with Jews the belief that life only acquires 
its true meaning when it is bound up with God. Although our life has a time- 
limit, the resurrection of Jesus gives Christians the assurance that God will 
raise us up to a perfect life after our death. 


The challenge we hear addressed to us from the Jewish view of life is that 
we, irrespective of our belief in a life after death, should take seriously 
and respond to the demands of real contemporary life here and now. The 
survival of the Jewish people despite Auschwitz is only intelligible to us - 
if at all - in the light of the scriptures we have in common, in the light of 
their witness to the divine promise. It would be wrong, therefore, to use 
Auschwitz as a symbol, a stereotype of just any case of earthly injustice or 
suffering in the world, and in this way to brush under the carpet this 
specific genocide in the Christian West. On the other hand, in our concern 
with this Jewish suffering we must take care not to forget or suppress the 
sufferings of countless other victims of war, persecution and famine in our 
time. Auschwitz reminds us all of where the road which begins with the 
contempt of a majority for a minority and discrimination against such a 
minority can lead. 


The churches everywhere in the world must recognize that anti-Jewish tenden- 
cies and prejudices in theology and the life of the church long paved the 
way which led to Auschwitz and made its horror possible. Seen in this light, 


Auschwitz is a challenge to us Christians to see that such a thing never 
happens again. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Church and State in Hungary - a State View" EPS 83. 04.19 


The following ts excerpted from an address by Imre Miklos, state secretary 
for reltgtous affatrs in Hungary, at the installation of Gyula Nagy as btshop 
of the northern district of the Lutheran Church tn Hungary. 


-.. Our principles of church policy are unchanged, and confidence and good 
will are mutually secure on both sides. This is the basis for developing our 
good relations and consolidating our results in the future also. However, by 
recognizing the favourable development of the results achieved, we have the 
common experience that certain ecclesiastical and lay personalities, groups, 
also in the circle of the Hungarian churches, try to express, in religious 
disguise, under Cold War influences, their hostile feelings against the 
socialist society. The leaders of these schismatic groups impose an arbitrary 
and irresponsible interpretation on the theses of dogma, vociferate church 
dogmas which do not exist, purposefully misinterpret the rights specified in 
our Constitution while dismissing the obligations which the Constitution 
imposes on us, and, misleading mostly well-meaning but inexperienced young 
people and incite them to refuse military service. 


We are witnesses to the efforts by the advocates of tendentiously spread 
pacifistic ideas that also the teachings of the churches are pressed into 
their service in order to widen the sphere of their influence. They loudly 
proclaim the general slogans of pacifism, they misuse the natural will of 
people to peace, and, instead of working realistically for peace, they mislead 
people by projecting an illusion of peace before them. 


Every sober and patriotic person knows that we need an army capable of 
defending our country. It is a falsehood to equate all the armies of the 
world with one another. How could we equate, for instance, the soldiers of the 
Hungarian struggles for independence or the Soviet army fighting, in defence of 
the country, against facism and conquering this evil force with the aggressive 
troops once fighting against. Vietnam or with the military force which in these 
days has slaughtered without mercy innocent people in Lebanon? 


And some still recommend the ideas of pacifism to us, the socialist countries. 
There are also some people who misconstrue the fact of the implemented freedom 
of conscience and religion in our country and spread mendacious statements about 
the opportunities of the churches and about their church leaders. It is but 
natural that the hostile circles abroad try to turn these slanders against us. 


We realize that the decisive majority of the leading corporations, pastors and 
parishioners of the Hungarian churches dissociate themselves from such efforts 
and take a resolute stand against them. We value highly that they have 
responsibly undertaken the defence of our results in the field of church policy, 
the further development of good relation and the strengthening of mutual 
confidence. Not only we ourselves, but our friends and even our sober-minded 
adversaries, appreciate the results we have achieved in the field of church 
policy. There are still many unjust attacks and slanders against the Hungarian 
churches in the newspapers of the western world, but they are nonetheless con- 
strained to recognize our reults also. We experience that, in some places, our 
Situation of church politics is mentioned as a model. But we dissociate our- 
selves from this. 


While accepting consequently the principles of our church policy, we give 
careful attention to the specific features of the historical development of our 
country and the tasks issuing therefrom, but we do not wish to bask in the 


shining role of a model case... EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''Church and State in Hungary - a Church View" EPS 83.04.20 


The following ts excerpted from asummary of a report by Hungartan Reformed 
Bishop Kdroly Téth to the Danubtan district of his denominatton. 


--. Speaking of the relation between society and church, the bishop stated 
that, during the past generation's period, both the church and our socialist 
society had arrived at a new conception of the church, while both partners 
had upheld and even completed and deepened their convictions concerning their 
principles. In this context, the bishop first analysed the development of 
church-state relations which, he said, were of a dynamic kind, resiliently 
adapting themselves, on the basis of already accepted and well-tested prin- 
ciples, to the new turns and changes of life. 


The main characteristics of such relations are mutual respect and a readiness 
to cooperate with one another. On this point the bishop expressed the thanks 
of the church district to the president of the state office for church affairs 
for the maintenance and development of the existing correct and satisfactory 
relations. 


In his further analysis and with reference to the open and sincere relations 
with the state, the bishop also said that, in some instances and sporadically, 
still emerged unsolved problems, specifically concerning religious instruction, 
confirmation and construction and building projects. These were, however, 
rather exceptions to the general rule which reminded us that there was a 
further great need for the constant attention of both partners as well as for 
their continuing and constructive cooperation. 


Then the bishop summed up the results of the Christian-Marxist dialogue. 

This was marked by a more perceptive and differentiating view on the Marxist 
side, by a readiness to engage in debates and a greater degree of openness. 
He stressed the significance of a sincere, quick and flexible reaction to the 
phenomena of life and of the abandonment of a dogmatic stance. 


This view, said the bishop, does not necessarily impute an anti-socialistic 
and political intention to the renewing church activity in certain fields. 

He again placed emphasis on the agreed opinion that the real dividing line is 
not between believers and non-believers, but rather between those committed 
and those non-committed to socialism. 


Speaking of specific ministrations in the life of society, the bishop referred 
to the view according to which the different or even conflicting philosophical 
foundations did not exclude the socially useful activity of the church. In 
view of an open stance of Marxism, the bishop appraised the great significance 
of the conviction according to which there were certain moral values which are 
needed by every society, including the socialist society - values which are 
affirmed and cultivated by the churches also. 


He mentioned certain areas in which, notwithstanding the ideological differ- 
ences, the cultivation of certain moral values was expected of the church and 
individual Christians, such as the strengthening of the working morals, the 
intelligent and constructive use of leisure, the right relation to property, 
the struggle against a profit-seeking view of life, the right kind of family 
life and education and the right training of children and young people in true 
patriotism. As to the latter, the bishop stressed that the churches were heirs 
to a great and noble tradition of cultivating the right kind of national con- 


sciousness and patriotic education... EPS 


ECUVIEW: “Asian Prayer Requests" EPS 83.04.21 


In connection wtth Asta Sunday (15 May thts year), the Christian Conference of Asta 
has distributed prayer requests from its member councils of churches: 


SRI LANKA Pray that God may bless and guide His Church in Sri Lanka to participate 
truly in bringing about racial harmony and social justice. 


HONG KONG Lord, amid the economic and political uncertainties that the Territory 
is now facing, equip Hong Kong's Christians to provide a prophetic note of faith 


and hope for a society plagued by anxiety, and a priestly note of healing and unity 
for a church plagued by division. 


NEW ZEALAND Pray that Churches and individual Christians may be humble and loving 


in meeting the needs of neighbours, and obedient and faithful in obeying the word 
of the Lord. 


INDONESIA May the Holy Spirit renew, build up and unite the churches in Indonesia 
to be a witness in the midst of the struggle of the people. 


PAKISTAN May the Church work for the social welfare, happiness, health and blessing 
for the people in Pakistan. 


AUSTRALIA May the churches in Australia witness to their unity and hope in Christ, 
and may the Australian Government work in partnership with neighbouring nations to 
achieve full human development in the region. 


BANGLADESH May God give the churches that very wisdom which will make them feel 
united again with each other and to work for the glory of our Lord unitedly. 


JAPAN May we be filled with the Holy Spirit and put on the Gospel of peace as the 
shoes on our feet, and thus stand firm against the powers of militarization. 


TAIWAN Pray for the ruling Nationalist Chinese that they give up their counter- 
attack on mainland China. Pray for general amnesty of prisoners of conscience, 
especially for releases of Rev. Dr. C M Kao (7 years) General Secretary of the 
Presbyterian Church, Eder Elizabeth Liu (5 years), and Lawyer Y H Lin (12 years). 
Also pray for the leadership of the churches, that God may grant them courage of 
faith to work for reconciliation between the Native-Taiwanese and the Mainland- 
Taiwanese. 


INDIA Pray for tolerance, understanding and justice among people of different 
faiths and ethnic groups. 


PHILIPPINES Pray that God will continue to grant the church strength, courage and 
optimism to face the economic and political turmoil prevailing in the nation. 


MALAYSIA Pray that inter-racial and inter-religious harmony might be strengthened 
and that the country might be spared the ill-effects of rapid development. 


THAILAND May the Churches in Thailand grow in unity and be revitalised through 
love of Christ as they work together in the service of their country and its people. 


BURMA Pray that Burma may attain peace so that all racial groups can work together 
with trust and sincerity for the development of the whole country; and also that 
more understanding between and among people of all faiths and ideologies may be 
gained in the country for the fuller realization of God's Kingdom in the land. 


SINGAPORE Pray for all followers of Christ in Singapore that, by words and deeds 
which reflect the lifestyle of Jesus Christ, they may make a true witness to their 
Master before the world. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Letter from London" EPS 83.04.22 


What was remarkable about February's nuclear debate in the general synod of 
the [Anglican] Church of England was the unprecedented degree of attention it 
attracted. For the first time a synod debate was relayed live on both 
television and radio. Newspapers like The Times and The Guardian were 
represented by teams of reporters to enable them to provide the same kind 

of detailed coverage as they normally reserve for parliament. 


There are two inter-related reasons for this degree of interest. The first 
is the subject-matter of the debate. It is not just that nuclear weapons, 
their possession and possible use arouse intense feelings and that Britian 
is a country that feels peculiarly vulnerable, in contrast to the protection 
from external conflict previously afforded by the fact of. being an island. 


It is also that on the question of nuclear weapons successive British 
governments have acted secretively and on a nanny-knows-best principle that 
displays a fine disregard for the opinions of the public whose servant it 
claims to be. Opinion polls for example suggest that there is a majority of 
about 55 percent against the government's decision to allow cruise missiles 
to be stationed in Britain and against its decision to replace Polaris with 
Trident. 


In this way the CE general synod provided what was probably the only 
national forum in which what is essentially a moral issue - perhaps the 
most important moral issue with which our society is faced - could be 
argued out passionately but honestly. When parliament debates such issues 
the result is felt to be predetermined in advance by the discipline of the 
party system and by the distortions of the British electoral system that 
gives majority power in parliament to a party which obtains the support of 
only a minority of the voters. But the synod is a body whose collective 
mind is rarely made up in advance and is in any case remarkably difficult 
to predict accurately. 


In debating the nuclear deterrent the Church of England could thus be seen 
as acting as the church of the nation. Its claim to be such is one that 
can irritate Roman Catholics and Free Church people alike with its impli- 
cation that somehow they do not form part of the nation. But on this 
occasion both were, I am sure, quite happy for the Anglican synod to act 
as the sounding-board for concerns shared by all English Christians. 


There is a dangerous temptation lurking here for members of the Church of 
England. It is to suppose that their deliberations and decisions on other 
topics are capable of arousing the same degree of attention and interest as 
those on nuclear weapons. But that depends on the extent to which what 
they are talking about is recognized by the great mass of the English and 
indeed British public as of direct relevance and concern to itself. 


There is a contrast here with the Church of Scotland which is also, like the 
Church of England, a national Church and which is Similarly capable of 
articulating the nation's concerns in the deliberations of its general 
assembly. The [Reformed (Presbyterian) ] Church of Scotland is more a church 
of the people, representing a tradition of independence won and maintained 
against the wishes of those in power. The Church of England, by contrast, 
represents the ecclesiastical settlement achieved and maintained precisely 
_by those in power. It may not be a church against the people, in the sense 
symbolized by the cathedral at Albi built to protect the archbishop against 
his flock; but if it wants to carry the people with it it has to work hard 
at providing the right kind of leadership. 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 
EPS 
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NEW WCC OR WCC-RELATED PUBLICATIONS 


"The Communtty of Women and Men tn the Chureh: The Sheffteld Report" 
[1981 EPS Wo. 20] edited by Constance Parvey (SE.25, US$. 12. Go. Uer guage) 


"Just Development for Fullness of Ltfe: A Responstble Christtan Parttictpatton" 
(report of the Ktev Consultation involving the WCC Commtsston on the Churches! 
Parttetpation tn Development and Orthodox representatives, tn Kiev, USSR, 

22-380 June 1982 [EPS 83-07.96].) 


"Los Derechos Humanos en Guatemala" (a report tn Spantsh on human rights in 
Guatemala published by the Committee for Justice and Peace of Guatemala tn 
collaboratton wtth the World Counctl of Churches) 


JAPANESE CHRISTIAN Ecumenical Press 
LITERATURE POPULAR Service 83.04.23 


The following ts excerpted from the 20 March tssue of the newsletter of the 
Nthon Ktrtsuto Kyodan (Untted Church of Christ in Japan). Its author ts 
newsletter edttor George Gtsh. 


TOKYO (EPS) - In a country with less than one percent of the population 
officially counted as Christians, it seems incongruous that the Bible has 
been the long-standing best-seller of books published in Japan. But the 
growing role of Christian writers of contemporary Japanese literature is 
perhaps an equally astounding fact. 


One proof of this increasingly important role of Christian literature is the 
recent publication of the fourth multi-volume series featuring Christian 
authors by the inter-denominational Kyo Bun Kwan (Christian Literature Society). 
With a long history of publishing Christian literature in Japan that goes back 
to its founding in 1885 as the former Methodist Publishing House, the Kyo Bun 
Kwan released the first volume of its 18-volume "Compilation of Contemporary 
Japanese Christian Literature (Gendai Nihon Kirisutokyo Bungaku Zenshu)" in 1972. 


Edited by the late Protestant writer, Shiina Rinzo, and the well-known Catholic 
author, Endo Shusaku, this first compilation met with such a good response that 
it was followed by the 15-volume "Compilation of Modern Japanese Literature 
(Kindai Nihon Kiritsutokyo Bungaku Zenshu)''in 1974. The last volume of this 
series was released in 1982 featuring the various translations of the Bible 
into Japanese. 


A separate 13-volume series of the religious writings of Shiina Rinzo, "Shiina 
Rinzo Shinko Chosakushu," was begun in 1977 with the last volume also being 
released in 1982. Shiina, who lived from 1911 to 1973, was baptized in 1950. 
His postwar writings gained a wide following as he sketched out a ray of hope 
amidst the chaos and futility of his times. 


No sooner were these two latter series completed than the Kyo Bun Kwan launched 
its next project with the release in November 1982 of the first volume of the 
15-volume "Compilation of Japanese Christian Children's Literature (Nihon 
Kirisutokyo Jido Bungaku Zenshu)"'. The projected date for completion is 

1984. The scope of this latest series will cover works by Christian writers 

of children's literature from 1877 to 1981. It includes such well-known 
literary giants as Shimazaki Toson and Kagawa Toyohiko. A supplementary 
volume will also be appended of short stories for children selected from 

works submitted at large before the end of March 1983. 


In reviewing this collection of children's literature by Japanese Christian 
writers, Isshiki Yoshiko, herself a writer of children's stories, spoke of 
the exciting discoveries to be found. "To realise that the pioneers of 
children's literature in Japan also professed the Christian faith was an 
important discovery,'' she said. 


In a recent lecture at Tokyo Union Church, Endo Shusaku spoke of the challenge 
faced by Japanese Christian writers. "Our job is not to tell how great or 
good Christianity is," he said. "We must deal with such questions as human 
evil and also be honest in writing about the past sins of the church. But 

our greatest difficulty lies in trying to communicate the CoB IS Shan God to 

our fellow Japanese who have no interest in God or Christianity.’ TES" at 
this point that Endo makes the connection between his humorous and serious 
works. "To get others to laugh," he concluded, "is a way of communicating 

to make friends with Japanese who have no interest in Christianity". 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.04.24-29. 


83.04.24: Scotland-BEM 


The process of discussion and reflection in Scotland on the 1982 inter- 
national theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist and ministry 
(BEM) has involved a wide variety of meetings on various levels - inter- 
church relations committees, presbyteries, synods, student Christian move- 
ment members, theology students, among others. The national governing 
bodies of the various Scottish denominations take a preliminary look at the 
text later this year. One of the major local conferences, reports inter- 
national Faith and Order Commission member J.K.S. Reid from Edinburgh, was 
held there last month [19 March]. It included about 80 representatives of 
nearly all the Scottish denominations which belong to the World Council of 
Churches, British Council of Churches and Scottish Churches Council. 


83.04.25: US-study 


The council of [US] United Methodist bishops has decided against forming a 
blue-ribbon panel to investigate recent mass media allegations about the 
World and National Councils of Churches. Instead, they are to study the 
issue themselves at their meeting next month [2-6 May]. 


83.04.26: UKk-chartty law 


The central committee of the overseas division of the British Methodist 
Church has called for a change in UK charity laws. Their reaction came 
after they learned that the UK Charity Commissioners' 1980 ruling that the 
division cannot contribute to the special fund of the World Council of 
Churches Programme to Combat Racism is unchallengeable legally [EPS 83 .03.132]. 
The committee resolution, which urged individual Methodists to contribute UK 
£10,000 to the fund this year, says that "many religious and humanitarian 
groups...are finding grave hindrances in their work" because of the "severe 
limitations in Charity Law in Britain". 


83.04.27: US-CBS/ehurch 


The US Federal Communications Commission has decided to investigate whether 
last January's CBS tv network segment on church activities [EPS 83.02.03] 
violated FCC regulations concerning fairness and personal attacks. Five US 
church figures (United Presbyterian, United Church of Christ, Disciples, 
[Anglican] Episcopal and United Methodist) complained to the commission and 
asked for air time to respond. They filed their complaint as individuals. 
The CBS president earlier denied their request for reply time [EPS 83.03.42] . 


83.04.28: Swttzerland-conscetenttous 


The council of the Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland [Reformed 
and Methodist] has urged positive action on proposals to allow alternative 
civilian service for conscientious objectors to Switzerland's compulsory 
military service. An estimated 500-700 Swiss citizens are jailed yearly 

for refusing military service. 


83.04.29: Australta-arms 


The executive of the Australian Council of Churches called on the Australian 
government last month [22 March] to urgently review its proposal to increase 
southeast Asian arms sales. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.04.30-34 


83.04.30: Swttzerland-media 


Representatives of the Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland 
[Reformed and Methodist], the Conference of Swiss Roman Catholic Bishops, 
and the [Old] Catholic Christian Church of Switzerland have issued a joint 
statement on the mass media. Among other things, the 16 "theses" give the 
church, with others, responsibility to influence society, and thus the 
media. They express a preference for work via existing media, but hold open 


the possibility of creating church-run broadcast media if needed for the 
church to share its message. 


83.04.31: AACC-headtltne 


The All African Conference of Churches has criticized a headline in a 
publication of Africa Church Information Service, an autonomous organisation 
with AACC links. "African leaders ‘are unpopular'" was the headline in the 
28 February issue of the ACIS weekly "African Christian". The story dealt 
with the report by AACC General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa to the AACC 
general committee, meeting in Cairo earlier this year [EPS 83.03.31]. An 
AACC release [23 March] calls the headline a "misleading sensational 
charterisation of the general secretary's official and confidential report". 
It calls on ACIS "once more to come to terms with the challenges of the 
Christian press and journalism in the total context of Africa and to draw 

a sharp distinction between itself and the secular and highly commercial 
press and media dominant in Africa today". 


83.04.32: US-Fl Salvador 


The [US] National Council of Churches and 11 other church groups have joined 
in a court suit seeking a ruling on whether US President Ronald Reagan 
violated a US law when he sent military advisors to El Salvador. 


83.04.33: Czechoslovakta-church/state 


The Bruxelles—based, [Roman Catholic] International Press Centre says the 
Czechoslovak government would like to establish a national Catholic church, 
independent of the Vatican. Relations between the Czechoslovak government 
and the Vatican have long been strained. 


83.04.84: US-budget 


Eighteen US religious leaders have issued a statement critical of the national 
budget proposed by the US administration. Calling a country's spending plan 
"the most important moral statement our government will make this year," the 
group "pledge ourselves and call upon the religious communities of which we 
are a part to...work tirelessly for a just federal budget...which boldly 
proclaims the vision of a just society rooted in our nation's most compas- 
sionate traditions. and guided by our deepest beliefs in God's intention for 
humankind." Among signers are leaders of The African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, American Baptist Churches, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, Church of the Brethren, Friends United 
Meeting, Presbyterian Church in the US, United Presbyterian Church, Reformed 
Church in America, Progressive National Baptist Convention, United Church of 
Christ, United Methodist Church. Also represented were the American Ethical 
Union, Unitarian Universalist Association, Union of American Hebrew Congre- 
gations, American Jewish Congress and Friends World Committee for Consultation. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.04.35-40 


83.04.35: Greece-Orthodox/RC 


A proposal to style the Roman Catholic archbishop of Athens "archbishop of 

St. Denis and metropolitan of continental Greece" has prompted the archbishop- 
primate of the numerically dominant [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece, 
Seraphim of Athens, to threaten to break relations with the Vatican. 

Relations between the two traditions have been cool, largely because of the 
existence in Greece of Eastern Catholics, whose worship forms look Orthodox 
but who are in communion with the pope. 


83.04.36: Romero-anntversary 


Thousands of El Salvadorans packed the Roman Catholic cathedral in the nation's 
capital for a service [24 March] marking the third anniversary of the assassi- 
nation of San Salvador Archbishop Oscar Romero. Two new priests were ordained 
during ‘the mass. Romero's successor, Arturo Rivera y Damas again called for 
peace in the country. 


83.04.37: RC-nuclear 


The head of the permanent council of the French Roman Catholic bishops says 
the Vatican and European bishops are trying to convince US Roman Catholic 
bishops that some of their views on nuclear weapons show they are unaware 
of geopolitical realities in Europe. "At the present time,'' says Gerard 
Defoix, "deterrence remains the lesser evil for creating a peace dynamic 
based on the power of ideas." 


83.04.88: Ethtopta-Norway 


General Secretary Odd Bondevik of the Norwegian Mission Society says to 
protest closing of churches and imprisonment of Christians in some parts of 
Ethiopia is "no improper interference in the country's internal affairs". 
Also in his article, in the NMS magazine, he calls for prayer for Ethiopian 
Christians as well as the country's political leaders. Most Norwegian 
missionaries in Ethiopia come from the Norwegian Lutheran Mission, another 
group within the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK). The NK information 
service reports that NLM leaders "seem to share...Bondevik's description of 
the situation in Ethiopia, but have not yet chosen to speak out as clearly 
on the matter as the NMS general secretary". 


83.04.89: Egypt-btshops 


A Greek embassy spokesperson in Cairo says the five Greek [Eastern] Orthodox 
bishops whose work permits were not renewed by the Egyptian government [EPS 
83.03.136] were being asked to leave the country because "the [Eastern] 
Orthodox patriarch of Alexandria asked the government to expel them for 
moral reasons". Their departure would leave the patriarch and two other 
Greek Orthodox bishops in Egypt, for an estimated Eastern Orthodox community 
of about 30,000. Most Egyptian Christians are Oriental Orthodox. 


83.04.40: US-nun 


The Vatican unit which deals with nuns and others in religious orders has 
told Agnes Mansour to resign her post as welfare director of the US state 
of Michigan. The nun's case was referred to Rome by the Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Detroit, who requested her resignation, which she declined to 


give [EPS 83.04.10]. Though opposed personally to abortions, she directs 
an agency which funds them in some circumstances. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.04.41-45 


83.04.41: US-stock 


Director Tim Smith of the [US] Interfaith Center for Corporate Responsibility 
warns proposed changes in US securities rules could reduce incentives for 
corporate managers to dialogue with church-based investors over social 

policy in places like South Africa. Some church and other religious groups 
use their ownership of relatively small amounts of stock in corporations to 
introduce, or threaten to introduce, shareholder resolutions dealing with 
various current issues [EPS 83.03.95]. 


83.04.42: Braztl-Presbytertan 


A regional unit of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil has left it because the 
"power structure" of the denomination has been "disfiguring the magnificent 
history of the church now for almost 20 years [so that] it is no longer a 
church faithful to Jesus Christ and his gospel". The nine congregations and 
eight clergy of the former North Rio Presbytery have petitioned to become 
part of the National Federation of Presbyterian Churches at its general 
assembly next July. At that time, the federation is expected to change its 
name to United Presbyterian Church of Brazil. 


83.04.43: BCC-assembly 


At its assembly in St. Andrews, Scotland, last month, the British Council of 
Churches "energetically" condemned "the activities of the insurgents" in 
Nicaragua and urged "all governments to desist from any support to them". 

It pledged its "support to the Nicaraguan people in their heroic struggle 
to rebuild their nation whilst still recovering from the effects of bh heig G: 
war". Also it commended for study and debate a paper on civil disobedience 
and Christian obedience, adding a rider affirming "circumstances in which 
Christian obedience demands civil disobedience". With a BCC nuclear weapons 
hearing projected for May and a major assembly debate on the issue in 
November, this assembly did not issue a statement on that subject per se. 
[Earlier item: EPS 83.04.13] 


83.04.44: Zimbabwe-tnvestigatton 


Zimbabwe's Roman Catholic bishops have accused the army of killing and 

maiming hundreds of innocent people during attacks on government opponents 

in the southern province of Matabeleland. Calling for an immediate end to 
violence, the bishops also urged appointment of an inquiry commission to 
establish the truth, apportion blame, and distribute compensation. The 
government says the bishops are being irresponsible and one sided. In the 

US, Cynthia Wedel, one of the presidents of the World Council of Churches, 

said she supports an independent inquiry into the situation [EPS 83.03.54,124]. 


83.04.45: Japanese American 


A Japanese American group which began at a Chicago Methodist congregation 

has sued the US government for US$ 25.2 billion on behalf of about 120,000 
persons of Japanese ancestry who were relocated from the US west coast during 
World War 2. Representatives of several US denominations, including Presby- 
terian, Methodist, Brethren, Anglican, Lutheran and Quaker, have expressed 
support for the redress movement, though not necessarily of the suit by the 
National Council for Japanese American Redress. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Focus of Theological Education" EPS 83.04.46 


The followtng ts excerpted from "Mintstry by the People", a collection of 
reports on the progress of theological educatton by extenston newly published 
by the World Counetl of Churches. In the excerpt, F. Ross Kinsler, editor 
of the book and New York-based staff member of the WCC theologteal education 
program, outlines the changing focus of theologteal education tn the world. 


When the Theological Education Fund came to a close in July 1977, Dr Shoki 
Coe, the Director, summarized the TEF's twenty years' work in the regions of 
the third world. He characterized that period as a progressive search for 
quality, authenticity, and creativity. The first step was to build up strong 
institutions for academic excellence, largely following the assumptions and 


patterns of Europe and North America. The second was to examine critically 
the relevance of these institutions for the various socio-cultural and 
ecclesial contexts of the third world. The third was to encourage new 


methods and approaches that would respond more flexibly, more widely, and 
more effectively to the ecumenical demands and global needs of our time. 


It was also in July 1977 that the Programme on Theological Education was 
created to carry on the work of the TEF within a wider, six-continent 
perspective. The PTE chose to focus its mandate upon "ministerial 
formation", which was interpreted in the broadest sense to include all the 
people of God and in the particular sense to be concerned with “enabling the 
enablers". By choosing this focus the PTE affirmed clearly that theological 
education is not an end in itself, that it is not ‘simply an academic or 
professional enterprise, that it is not even bound to institutions. 
Ministerial formation is as concerned with personal growth and maturity as 
it is with theological knowledge, with spiritual gifts and commitment for 
service as well as pastoral skills. These qualities and aspects of leader- 
ship can perhaps best be identified and fostered within the practice of 
ministry in congregations and communities. They are as important for 
ministry in Europe and North America as they are in other regions. 


The principal model for ministerial formation is Jesus himself, who continues 
to call his followers into his ministry and mission, and the classic text is 
Mark 10:42-45, which speaks of service and self-giving. One of the enigmas 
we face is that theological education, along with all other kinds of 
education, leads to privilege and power, whereas ministerial formation is 
fundamentally concerned with servanthood. 


Once again it appears that theological education by extension is a significant 
alternative response to the spiritual and social dynamics at work in the 
churches and in the world. By placing the academic as well as the practical 
aspects of training in the normal context of life and ministry, it may be 
possible to integrate them more effectively in relation to real human problems. 
By taking theological education to those who are already serving in their 
congregations, supporting themselves and their families, and making their 
contributions in society, it may be able to avoid the professionalization and 
elitization of the ministry. The challenge to the extension movement, which 
is the mandate of all theological education, is to motivate, equip, and enable 
the people of God to develop their gifts and give their lives in meaningful 
service for others. | 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Hong Kong: What Does the Church Want in 19972" EPS 83.04.47 


In 1997, the lease for most of what ts now the UK crown colony of Hong Kong 
expires. The following appeared tn the March issue of "News and Views" of 
the Hong Kong Chrtsttan Counetl. Its author ts K.C. Wong. 


Better late than never, church people have been vigorously discussing the 
issue of 1997 during the last two years, and have swept away their naive 
belief that ‘the lease can be extended in some way', as most Hong Kong people 
had thought. 


However, having said that the church shall stay in Hong Kong no matter what 
political changes there will be, most articles discussing the issue have 
been focusing on the question of how the church is going to adapt herself 

to a new political system. Such an approach is either theological or psycho- 
logical in nature. In other words, church people are still now in fact 
seeking a psychological outlet for their anxieties as well as a theological 
self-justification for their position when encountering the issue, when, in 
fact, the issue is fundamentally a political one. 


Church people seldom ask themselves how the church is going to move and act 
before and after the critical year of 1997. What do we want in terms of 
relations between church and state? Do we want to be another "three-self 
church" or do we want to be autonomous from state power? What do we want in 
terms of our relations with the global ecumenical movement? How can we 
continue our relations with the global church? 


How are we going to dialogue with the Chinese church (without proudly putting 
the weight of "evangelizing China" on our shoulders!)? What do we want in 
terms of a just society in Hong Kong that is consistant with the witness our 
Christian faith? How are we going to continue to struggle for the poor and 
the oppressed in their situation? 


We church people often think that we are "objects" as far as these issues 
are concerned and that we cannot do anything concrete. But this is 
illogical. If we assume that the church cannot run away from Hong Kong, 
why are we still foolishly sitting looking for psychological comfort for 
ourselves? In spite of the fact that we are not government officials with 
power to decide Hong Kong's future, why don't we stand up and say out loud 
what we want, so that the people with such power will put our wants into 
their negotiating agenda for serious consideration before it's too late. 


It is especially important for us to do this now because no one on earth 
actually knows what political system will exist in Hong Kong in 1997, not 
even Ding Shao-ping! Why don't we stand up and say to the authorities that 
no matter what political system there might be in the future, the church in 
Hong Kong wants: (1) a separation of church and state; i.e. her autonomy, 
(2) the freedom to communicate and dialogue with the global ecumenical church 
as well as with the church in China; and (3) the opportunity to be in 
mission to the poor and oppressed in our community as a concrete expression 
of our faith. 


Seeking ways to remove our anxieties about the future will only create more 
anxieties because this is a political issue rather than a psychological one. 
God does not ask us to make ourselves comfortable but to translate "thy 
Kingdom come' into concrete reality in our society. It is now time to face 
that reality and act! 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: '"'Hong Kong: the 1997 Limit" 


The following is excerpted from the March tssue of "News and Vrews" of the 
Hong Kong Christian Council. Author Peter K.H. Lee ts studtes director of 
the Tao Fong Shan Ecumentecal Study Center. 


The Chinese in Hong Kong call it "The Great Limit". Limit to what? To what 
Hong Kong is now. That means, by 1997, due to the expiration of the lease on 
the New Territories, Hong Kong will, in all probability, come to an end as a 
British colony. That portends, to people on the street, the limit or end to 
the "style of living" and the "freedom" they are accustomed to. This portent 
is very much on the minds of the people, more so than any technical discussion 
on the legal status of this place. 


When it comes to economic considerations, Hong Kong's rich people want to 
keep on piling up wealth, while everyone wants to continue to have plenty of 
goods to buy, as though money will always be available. But as to whether 
or how Hong Kong will be able to maintain economic prosperity, no one can be 
certain. Some will tell you that they do not mind living more modestly but 
that they loathe to lose their freedom-—the freedom to travel, the freedom 
of thought and speech, the freedom to live their own lives. These are 
actually more the concerns of the more privileged ones. None the less, they 
are legitimate concerns. 


However, it is highly probable that Hong Kong will become a very special 
region of China with considerable scope for self-administration. Under such 
a special arrangement, Hong Kong will be allowed to keep its present economic 
structure to a large extent - a capitalist system, with its proven success as 
well as its share of social ills. Now precisely by virtue of enjoying a 
large measure of self-administration, cannot some of the social maladies be 
reduced while economic productivity continues? They can if the people of 
Hong Kong, not only the administrators and the entrepreneurs but the masses, 
have the right kind of determination and motivation. 


Here 1s where the church can make a difference. We mean the church that is 
rooted in the people even as her Lord is ever with the people, including those 
who are most likely to be trampled under or pushed aside - the workers who 
work hard but are not sufficiently protected for essential social security, 
the ordinary citizens who do not have decent housing or adequate medical 
care, the students who are at a quandry when it is not likely that they will 
get one of the relatively few places in the universities or be able to go 
abroad. It will be a power that can release goodness in the whole community. 
Economic prosperity will then benefit not just a few but many. Freedom will 
then not merely be a luxury for the privileged but will be something that 
will be exercised with a greater sense of social responsibility. Even though 
the church in Hong Kong at present does not even comprise one tenth of the 
population, yet she has more potential power for the common good than this 
figure indicates if her members will be faithful to their Lord and not recoil 
at a time of uncertainty or be carried away by the few who are ready to go 
abroad to what is thought to be a safer place. 
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ECUVIEW: The°Churchin Spain (I)" EPS 83.04.49 


The following ts excerpted from a report by Uffe Gjerding, Europe secretary 
at the Geneva-based World Counetl of Churches. He visited Spain for three 
weeks earlter this year [25 February - 9 March]. 


It must be remembered that 'historical' Protestant churches, the Evangelical 
Church of Spain and the Episcopal Reformed Church of Spain which are linked 
to the WCC, together have 5-6000 members. Other Protestant denominations 
(with the help of foreign capital and theology) are many times more (Baptists 
alone 15,000 members) and are mushrooming everywhere in unecumenical 
competition with each other to "save souls'. This is also a fruit of the 


new freedom in Spain ! 


The ‘historical’ Protestant congregations are spread throughout the country 
but found almost only in the cities. The "big" congregations have 100-200 
members and a full-time pastor. The smaller ones have a part-time pastor 
or share one with a neighbouring parish (which may be 200 km away). 


To find a common identity between pastors and parishes so spread out is no 
easy thing. It is therefore not easy to get a clear picture of how they 
react to the new situation in Spain. Some parishes are like small introvert 
ghettos. Others, while keeping the family intimacy are prepared to 'go out 
into the world’. 


Evangelism’ seems to be a key word in these days. Yet it is not understood 
in the same way everywhere. The majority of pastors (by some classified as 
the 'pious') understand it rather in the traditional way: manifestation 
(after repression) of the existence in Spain of an Evangelical church and 
the proclamation of the gospel as understood by the Reformation (generally 
as opposed to the Roman Catholic understanding), with a view to increase 
membership of congregations. Another understanding of evangelisation (by 
the few 'liberal' pastors) is the interpretation of the gospel into the 
specific socio-politico~economic and cultural situation of Spain today. 


The Protestants in Spain have always struggled also to have schools and 
diaconal institutions. These were originally created to serve their own 
discriminated members but are today open to everybody. The schools are 
most hotly debated. Some felt that there is still the need for institutions 
which offer schooling based on Protestant principles in a society which is 
still in many ways Roman Catholic. Others claim that the new generation of 
teachers coming out of the state universities provide a sound 'secular' 
pedagogy and that anyway, religious instruction is a matter for family and 
church, not for schools. 


Perhaps somewhere in between fall the two big schools in Madrid (one in 
construction for 600-1000 children), which, although based on a Protestant 
ideology and pedagogy, complement the still very inadequate opportunities 
for schooling which the state has been able to provide in the growing town 
of Madrid (population 4 million). These schools also take in a number of 
refugee children (15000 refugees in Madrid). 


The Spanish Evangelical Church has recognised the special need to discuss 
these and other issues more in depth in these years by deciding that the 
Synod should meet each year and not every other year as hitherto. This 
means that there can be a certain alternation between 'business' synods and 
"reflection' synods. 
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ECUVIEW: "Religion for Citizenship" EPS :83.04.50 


The following ts excerpted from an article which first appeared tn CCA Neus, 
monthly of the Christtan Conference of Asta. It was. later reprinted in 
tssue 1982/3 of the World Council of Churches Education Newsletter. 


In Sri Lanka, the report of a special committee has been published setting 
forth the guidelines of the government's new education policy concerning 
religious education. Singapore has ordered compulsory religious instruction 
to replace moral education in secondary schools. China has designated March 
as ‘civic virtues month' during which 'Socialist ethics" will be fostered. 
Some of India's most respected political commentators frequently call the 
attention of the nation to the erosion of character in public and private 
life, and the obliteration of standards - notably irspo bisies ium 


---The unique function of religion is not so much to answer questions but to 
ask them - about our understanding of man, of society, of the good life, of 
justice and freedom, of human rights, of the ultimate loyalties and 
commitments of people....When religions are asked to contribute without 
having the freedom to be responsibly critical, they end up being exploited.... 


-.-Governments, like people, are prone to double standards - one for 
themselves and one for the citizens. Someone has to point out to them - 
men of religion most of all, that we can't have religion teaching honesty 
and consideration for others where those in the seats and corridors of 
power thrive on corruption and ruthlessness. Religious education, by 
itself, cannot produce feelings of equality and mutual respect where 
discrimination on the basis of race, caste, language and region are 
institutionalised by acts of parliament... 


...Whether religious knowledge by itself produces better people seems to be 
a vexed question but we argue on the assumption that good religious knowledge 
is a good thing even as a mere furnishing of the mind.... 


...We continue to ensure an honoured place for humanities in our 

educational systems and believe it is worthwhile promoting art, music and 
literature. In the face of all this, it wouldn't be consistent to refuse to 
offer religious knowledge to our students on the score that there is not 
guarantee that it would change them for the better. Moreover, in a multi- 
religious society, it is important that people should have correct 
information about one another's religion. Half-truths, distortions, 
prejudices in this area prove explosive.... 


This can be an occasion for a well-planned ecumenical venture, without 
squabbles about denominational rake-ins. Infighting or recriminations 
between Christians will hardly convince the government of their ability to 
produce the good citizen. 


There can be yet another benefit to Christians through this experience. 

Having to teach Christianity in the full knowledge of the state's 
expectations from it might open their eyes to the potential social function 
of Christianity, and this, in turn, could lead them to an appreciation of 

the fuller implications of the Gospel for the life of societies and nations... 
It is deeply regrettable that those most ready to teach the Bible are often 
deficient in this, and those who have a live appreciation of the social 
dimensions of the Gospel are often not too interested in teaching the Bible. 
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ECUVIEW: "Luther Shadows" EPS 83.04.51 


10 November thts year marks the 500th anntversary of the birth of church 
reformer Martin Luther. Noting changes in recent years which have broadened 
ecumentcal tnterest in this anntversary, a statement from the council of the 
Evangeltcal Church in [West] Germany also refers to "shadows which the light 
of thts man's Itfe brought wtth it": 


Since the Reformation there has been a deep split within Western Christianity 
in addition to the schism dividing the Eastern and Western churches. The 
call for ecclesiastical reform, which was heard repeatedly in the late Middle 
Ages, did not lead to a renewal of the one Church, but to the formation of 
separate churches which split into more and more denominations. It has 
become hard to believe in the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church 
because the fact there are a great many quarrelling churches seems to contra- 
dict this idea. The universality of faith is hidden behind the provinciality 
of autonomous regional churches. This does not only imply the richness of 
diversity; the lack of a sense of belonging together and of unity detracts 
from the power of the Gospel to win others to the faith. 


People of the most different kinds have claimed Luther for themselves. He 

has been misused, misrepresented, hero-worshipped and trivialised. He himself 
waged a fierce battle in his life-time against the other-worldly enthusiasts, 
or "prophets", who were causing the breakdown of Church and public order alike. 


Unquestioning obedience and permanent protest both equally originate in a 
mistaken differentiation between Law and Gospel, between the worldly and the 
spiritual realms. 


The Protestant church system, entrusted out of necessity to the protection of 
territorial princes and municipal authorities, seemed for centuries to be 
virtually an institution of the state. Protection became a shackle, and for 
a long time Luther's successors remained almost silent on matters of public 
interest affecting society as a whole. 


Although Luther's early writings about the Jews are still important today, 
the comments he made on this subject in old age were disastrous. No-one can 
approve of them today. 


These are, however, only the negative aspects accompanying the total renewal 
of Christian life brought about by Martin Luther. The example of an 
individual who persevered in a disrupted world, drawing strength from his 
experience of God, and believed in the Gospel despite the division of 
Christians into warring factions, encourage us not to abandon our faith in 
God's good intentions towards us despite the adversities of the present-day 
world, and not to blame the failings of the Church on the Gospel. The depth 
and strength of a faith that can move mountains is more powerful than any 
feeling of hopelessness or depression which may befall us. God is, according 
to Luther's teaching, hidden behind the opposite. We must therefore break 
through appearances to the essence of things and there find the God who is 

a "glowing oven full of love'’. Of course, only those who interpret suffering 
in real life from the point of view of the Cross of Jesus Christ can believe 
this. Without the Cross there is no resurrection... 
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ECUVIEW: "A Roman Catholic Bishop for Calvin's City?" EPS 83.04.52 


The last Roman Catholte btshop of Geneva to make hits offtctal restdence in 

the etty where church reformer John Calvin was active, left in 1533. Recently, 
the Swiss Roman Catholte btshops proposed to increase the number of Swtss 
Roman Catholte dtoceses from stx to nine, including reestablishment of a 
Geneva see. The proposal has provoked constderable diseusston, particularly 
among some of the hetrs of Calvtn [EPS 82.08.86 ]. The following is excerpted 
from a longer article appearing in the Aprtl One World, monthly of the World 
Counetl of Churches. Its author, Jean-Marc Chappuis, ts professor of theology 
at the Untverstty of Geneva and a member of the National Protestant Church of 
Geneva. 


-..1t is on the ecumenical plane that the issue the Swiss bishops have raised 
is most stimulating. Reduced to its simplest form, the question is this: 
would naming a Catholic bishop for Geneva be an ecumenical step forward? 


To appreciate this question fully, one must bear in mind the importance of 
symbols in the life of society. And the symbolic weight of appointing a 
Roman Catholic bishop in Geneva would certainly be considerable, not just 
for Geneva or Switzerland, but for the whole world - particularly perhaps 
for the Anglo-Saxon countries. Geneva symbolizes both the Calvinist Refor- 
mation of the 16th century and the ecumenical movement of the 20th. 


Geneva would be perceptibly changed by the reconstitution of a Catholic 
diocese here. Were such a reconstitution to happen without something to 
counterbalance it, many people would perceive this as evidence of a Roman 
Catholic desire for "reconquest" and as a negation of the ecclesiastical 
continuity that has been assured in Geneva since the Reformation by the 
local Protestant church, its ministers and its constituted authorities. 


No one can control the workings of symbols. They have their own life, whose 
evolution is slow and long. Neither a Catholic bishop nor the Protestant 
leadership in Geneva could erase this negative symbolic effect, the perception 
of ecumenical retreat rather than advance - unless Roman Catholics were 
disposed to search, with their Protestant partners, for something with equal 
Symbolic weight that could be a counterbalance. 


Supposing that this will existed and would be disposed to manifest itself, 

the appointment of a Roman Catholic bishop in Geneva could cause ecumenism 

to progress, perhaps even decisively. Would this not be the favourable 
occasion to demonstrate at the institutional level that ecumenical impulse 
which manifests itself forcefully at the grassroots level among so many 
Christians, priests and pastors in Geneva? Would this not be the opportune 
moment for a frank and formal mutual recognition of our respective ministries? 
Would it not be necessary under such circumstances to take that first step in 
the direction of intercommunion which many Christians elsewhere in the world 
are awaiting with impatience? Were such questions to be answered affirmatively, 
it is beyond doubt that the reconstitution of a Roman Catholic diocese in 
Geneva could symbolize suddenly, and in a brilliant manner, the beginning of 

a whole new ecumenical era... 


-.-The questions we are posing here are also urgent, but they too cannot be 
treated in a hasty, improvisatory manner... If we are not mature enough to 
take a step forward together, there is no doubt that it would be preferable 
for diocesan boundaries to be drawn some other Way... 
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CENTRAL AMERICAN LUTHERANS Ecumenical Press 
MEET ON REGION'S 'CRISIS' Service 83.04.53 


ALAJUELA, Costa Rica (EPS) - The "Lutheran Regional Consultation on 
Solidarity" has proposed eight general criteria for "bringing a maximum of 
efficiency and coordination to our Lutheran actions" in Central America. 


Identities of those who met "are withheld for the sake of personal safety," 
but the group's announcement says participants came from Mexico, Colombia, 
Venezuela, and several Central American countries "representing different 
Lutheran currents in our region, deeply concerned about our Lutheran 
churches' action in the face of the present crisis that our region is passing 
through". Listed as head of the group responsible for "interim coordination" 
is Kenneth Mahler, bishop of the Lutheran Diocese of Costa Rica and Panama. 


The group urges priority for programmes and ministries which "lead toward | 
structural changes in our societies, within the framework of our peoples’ 
struggles, so that these societies will be more human and more just Yow Ft 
also endorses a "preferential and militant option for the poor" and 
approves projects which "seek to consolidate the basic conquests achieved 
by some Latin American peoples". 


The criteria approve ministries "carried out in constant dialogue with the 
popular organizations that give leadership to the liberation process" and 
"have as proponents people of a history of commitment to their people's 
struggle for liberation" and "take strategic location into account as part 
of their planning". In emergencies, it adds, priority should go to "those 
programmes that tend to promote human dignity". 


In comments on specific countries, the statement speaks of the "contradictions 
of a government which continues to oppress its people while led by a born- 
again Christian" in Guatemala. As for Nicaragua, "we lament the role of the 
institutional hierarchy of the church in opposing and resisting the Nicaraguan 
revolutionary process and its identification with counter-revolutionary move- 
ments and aspirations". 


EPS 
MONKS WORKING ON Ecumenical Press 
ELECTRONIC BIBLE Service 83.04.54 


MAREDSOUS ABBEY, Belgium (EPS) - Three Roman Catholic Benedictine monks are 
working on electronic tools which, says one of them, Ferdinand Poswick, could 
mean that "the Bible no longer exists as a book, but in the form of an 
electronic recall system, a Bible data bank". 


Reported in Word-Event, periodical of the World [Roman] Catholic Federation 
for the Biblical Apostolate, this "revolutionary development" would be a 
major step towards "meeting the pastoral needs of millions who have no 
access to Scripture, especially the poor and illiterate". 


Poswick recalls that it was not until the invention in the 15th century of 
movable type that the Bible became widely available as a book. Before that, 
it was communicated orally and existed in written form only as a relatively 
few hand-copied manuscripts. A "radical transfiguration. in the communication 
of that [biblical] message is now in process," Poswick says.° Coded electroni- 
cally, the message can be retrieved and transmitted in a variety of forms, for 
example, as spoken voice on a telephone, as printed text on tv, as a telex 
communiqué. 
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BAPTISM BELIEF/PRACTICE Ecumenical Press 
DIVERGENCE FOUND IN US Service 83.04.55 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Differences between belief and practice are a long- 
standing religious phenomenon. Results of a survey about baptism conducted 


in the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, reported last month, provide 
another example. 


Based on a questionnaire sent to statistically valid samples of UPC members 
and leaders, the researchers discovered that notwithstanding the general 
Christian view that baptism is unrepeatable, nearly a third (31 percent) of 
UPC pastors rebaptize persons who so request. 


Just under half the pastors baptize children of parents who are not members 
of their congregation. Nearly three-fifths of the pastors (58 percent) say 
they would not baptize in a setting other than congregational worship, 
except in emergencies. 


The survey found more than half (52 percent) of the members and nearly two- 
fifths (38 percent) of the elders think the UPC defines marriage as a 
sacrament (which it doesn't). 


About a third of the members surveyed know that the UPC position on baptism 
is that it is equally appropriate to baptize infants or to delay baptism 
until the child can assent to it. About three quarters (74 percent) of the 
members endorse that approach; two-thirds of the pastors oppose it. 


The UPC; and the Presbyterian Church in the US, with which it is to reunite 


in June, are preparing new baptism guidelines for the US Presbyterian worship 
directory. 
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ECUPAST News from EPS of 25 Years Ago EPS 83.04.56 
May 1958 


The synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany, convening in Berlin, was 
criticized by East German publications, leaders and demonstrators. They 
objected both to questions chosen for discussion at the synod and Bishop 
Otto Dibelius, president of the EKD council. Dibelius spoke of his distress 
at increasing pressure being applied to the church in East Germany... A hut 
from a European refugee camp, authentically reconstructed outside St Martin 
in the Fields Church in London for Christian Aid Week, was broken into. 

Said a British Council of Churches spokesperson: 'We didn't mind the broken 
window. We had already smashed several ourselves to make the hut more 
realistic"... Eight US Protestant resettlement leaders urged congress to 
consider a plan for basic changes in the US immigration law, particularly 
with reference to Hungarians... The Hungarian Ecumenical Council proposed 
that moves be made towards the setting up of a world synod that would take 
decisions on international problems...Umberto Righetti, an Italian 
Protestant minister, was sealed into his apartment by a Roman Catholic 
neighbour who objected to his evangelical meetings... Spanish Civil Code 

was modified to make it compulsory for non-Roman Catholics to prove they 

are not Roman Catholics... The Motorcyclists’ Temperance League of Sweden 
held an open-air service near Malmé, at which all the congregation remained 
seated on their motorbikes. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.04.57-61 


83.04.57: Braztl-RC 


Rome-based Inter Press Service reports from Rio de Janeiro that Roman 
Catholicism, "a major force in Opposing the repression of military govern- 
ments that have ruled Brazil since 1964, is now preparing to take more of 
a backseat in the political arena. With recent political reforms which 
signal a return to democracy for the Latin American giant," IPS adds, 
"church action to improve social conditions is no longer as crucial as it 
has been, according to leaders of the Brazilian National Conference of 
Bishops." 


83.04.58: US-human rights 


New York-based Religious News Service reports "a new human rights advocacy 
movement...developing among [Conservative] Evangelical Christians on behalf 
of persecuted religious believers in nations of the Soviet bloc". It adds 
that their work is "viewed with skepticism among US mainline churches, which 
see political motivations behind movements against communist repression of 
religion; many of them also look upon public outcries as doing little, and 
sometimes harming the religious dissidents in countries where the US has 
little influence, unlike those in nations friendly to this country, such as 
El Salvador and South Africa". It Says, however, that the new Conservative 
Evangelical efforts come when "few would doubt...religious repression is 
intensifying in the Soviet Union and other Eastern countries", 


83.04.59: USSR-sentence 


Zoya Krakhmalnikova, for six years editor of an unofficial religious journal 
Nazezhda (Hope), has been sentenced to a year in prison and five years 
internal exile following her trial this month [1 April]. She was accused 

of giving a "crudely distorted picture of Soviet reality" in her publication. 


83.04.60: WACC-restructure 


The London-based World Association for Christian Communication has announced 
its new structure... The office is to have four departments (project develop- 
ment, education and animation, research and planning, and interpretation and 
information) in addition to the general secretariat. Department heads are 
Albert Manuel, Ramon Orellana, Neville Jayaweera, and Michael Traber, 
respectively. WACC general secretary is Hans Florin. 


83.04.61: US-UFMCC 


The membership application by the predominantly homosexual Universal Fellow- 
ship of Metropolitan Community Churches has prompted a 10-month study by the 
faith and order commission of the [US] National Council of Churches. 
Approved by the commission, the report treats three issues - theological 
anthropology (the doctrine of God's creation of humanity), limits to 
tolerable diversity in the NCC, and ministry with and to gay men and women 
and their families. The report now goes to the meeting next month [10-13 
May] in San Francisco of representatives from the 32 NCC denominations who 

. make up its governing board. According to the current schedule, the 
governing board is to vote on whether the UFMCC is eligible for membership 
no earlier than its November meeting, in Hartford. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.04.62-67 


83.04.62: US-church leaders 


An annual meeting of US church leaders has decided to continue as an informal 
gathering for chief executive officers of denominations, and anticipates 
"participation by more church bodies, by more women's groups, and by more 
minorities" in its subsequent annual sessions. The group had before it a 
proposal that it establish "a new, formal, inclusive, conciliar expression". 


83.04.63: Egypt-btshops 


The Egyptian government has reportedly cancelled its decision to expel five 
bishops associated with the [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria 
[EPS 83.04.39]. Egypt had announced it was taking the action on the request 
of the patriarch, but later it was reported that the patriarch requested no 
expulsion, preferring to allow internal church procedures to be applied in 
connection with the bishops. 


83.04.64: Pitmen-letter 


Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarch Pimen has sent an open letter to US 
President Ronald Reagan saying he is "deeply shocked and sincerely distressed" 
by the president's denunciation last month of the Soviet Union as an "evil 
empire" and the "focus of evil in the modern world". In the letter, published 
as an advertisement this month [3 April] in the New York Times, Pimen said 
Reagan takes "a great sin upon your soul when you speak about a horrible 
Soviet threat. There has been no such threat." 


83.04.65: Lebanon-ecumenteal 


Paris-based Orthodox Press Service reports that Lebanon's Eastern Orthodox 
and Roman Catholic leaders have begun a "new ecumenical initiative". A 
commission cochaired by Maronite [Catholic] Archbishop Joseph Khoury and 
Antiochian [Eastern] Orthodox Metropolitan Georges Khodr held its third 
meeting last month, having met earlier in January and December. 


83.04.66: ERE-poverty 


The Ecumenical Research Exchange, at its annual meeting in Antwerp at the end 
of last month, decided to send a letter to various inter-governmental bodies 
on the growth of poverty in the 10-country European Community. It says EC 
poverty is much more widespread than generally assumed, and getting worse. 

In a parallel letter to members of the ERE church constituency, they are 
urged to transcend national boundaries and act at a European level to more 
effectively combat causes of poverty. 


83.04.67: Ethtopta-FRG 


The Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus has announced 

it has severed relations with the Evangelical [United] Church in Berlin- 
Bradenburg Berlin (West), by unanimous action of the EECMY executive 
committee. The committee said a consequence of the relationship, formally 
established in 1975, has been to "inflict a severe wound on the EECMY due 
to the activities in the past several years of...Gunnar Hasselblatt [an 
ECBB member] who used the name of the EECMY for political purposes". 
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ECUTEXT: "Areas for United/Orthodox Exploration" EPS 83.04.68 


The following ts excerpted from a report of an "tnformal...open-ended" 
meeting of representatives of United and uniting churches and several 
Orthodox theologians, at the [Eastern] Orthodox Centre at Chambésy, outstde 
Geneva. The Orthodox participants are under the jurisdiction of the Romantan, 
Constantinople (Istanbul) and Bulgarian patriarchates. The Untted parttet— 
pants represented church unton committees tn India and Ghana, plus the 

Untted Church of Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands, Untted Reformed 
Church tn the UK, Church of South India, Evangeltcal Church of the Unton 
[ERG], and Untting Church in Australta. The meeting came about as a result 
of a November 1981 consultation of Untted and uniting church representatives 
tn Colombo, under the auspices of the Fatth and Order Commtsston, a sub-untt 
of the Geneva-based World Counctl of Churches [1981 EPS No.83]. The group's 
four recommendations inelude further Untted/Orthodox conversattons on both 
the internattonal and local levels, and posstble tneluston of the subject of 
Untted churches in discussions tn preparation for the projected Great Synod 
of Eastern Orthodoxy. The full text of the report is avatlable to journaltsts 
on request to the commisston. 


-..The united churches have come into being in order to be obedient to the 
Gospel in their respective local situations and to give a common witness in 
an increasingly secularized world. They have noted with keen interest the 
attempts of the Orthodox churches to achieve greater strength in their 
missionary witness. 


The united churches have been conscious in their movement to unity of the 
presence of the living Christ in the midst of the Church today. This 
consciousness also challenges them to respond to the presence of their living 
Lord in the struggles of the world around them. We, therefore, look for help 
from the Orthodox churches for discovering the right way within the fellow- 
ship of the World Council of Churches of dealing with problematic issues on 
which our churches may take different positions. 


In the fellowship of the united churches, the sacrament of Holy Communion 
has received greater depth of understanding, partly by mutual enrichment of 
different traditions. The emphasis of the Orthodox tradition on the 
importance of the eucharist for the unity of the church, both locally and 
universally, can further enrich the united churches and should be pursued in 
future conversations. 


The united churches are conscious of being in via as they pursue the quest 
for the fullness of the Church. They desire to receive the witness of the 
Orthodox churches of this fullness and in particular to explore the criteria 
by which this fullness can be recognized. 


The united churches have attained their unity more through the process of 
lived fellowship than through the intellectual formulation of doctrinal 
consensus (though this has not been ignored). They recognize a convergence 
between this experience and the Orthodox emphasis on the living stream of 
Tradition dnd wish to explore further the Orthodox understanding of the 
relation between life and doctrine... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Church in Spain (II)" . EPS 83.04.69. 


The following ts excerpted from a report by Uffe Gjerding, Europe secretary 
at the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. He vistted Spain for three 

weeks earlter thts year [25 February - 9 March]. Another excerpt from hts 

report appeared as EPS 83.04.49. 


The historic link between the Roman Catholic Church and the state is well- 
known. Now that things are changing the policy is a clear division between 
the church and the state, e.g. the state subsidies to the church will 
gradually be replaced by a church tax. The RC church is not reacting to 
the policy of the new government except where it touches on areas regarded 
to be the sphere of private morals e.g. abortion and divorce. 


One Protestant pastor said that today 10-12 of the Roman Catholic bishops 

are still very conservative, 50 are 'liberal' but only 6-7. are ecumenical. 
But not to be forgotten are the many progressive Catholic intellectuals and 
the numerous base-communities living a life of their own but closely involved 
in the struggle for a more democratic and equalitarian society. 


Some of the difficulties have already been touched upon: the new Pentecostal 
and Conservative Evangelical congregations are more concerned with their own 
growth than ecumenical partnership. We met one of the Baptist leaders in 
Madrid who described the rapid growth of the Baptist Church throughout the 
country and who was himself ecumenically open. But at the local level we 
only heard that Baptists were not open to cooperation. 


With the relationship to the Roman Catholic Church things are changing 
Slowly. Much depends on the personality of the leaders. If both parties 
are open and none have complexes of one kind or another a fruitful dialogue 
can take place, arrangements are organised during the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity etc. Protestants are still somewhat split on the question 
of official relationships with the Roman Catholics, e.g. during the visit 
of the Pope some agreed to meet him others refused or were not allowed. 

At the 'grassroots' level more is possible where desired by the respective 
partners. 


International ecumenism is a distant phenomenon for most with the exception 
of the few who belong to the ‘ecumenical jet-set'. This does not mean that 
there is no interest as we experienced on various occasions when meeting 
with local pastors etc. Also the existence in Madrid of an Ecumenical 
Centre run by a Roman Catholic order has proven an interest from individuals 
from all churches in what has happened since Edinburgh 1910 as a chart on 
the wall indicates. Even the portrait of Philip Potter is not missing... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "A Youth Worker's Reflections on Papua New Guinea" EPS 83.04.70 


The following is excerpted from an article in the 17 March Lutheran World 
Informatton. The author, Joan Lofgren, spent five weeks in Southeast Asta 


earlter thts year as representative of the Lutheran World Federatton youth 
desk. 


...There were guitars and tambourines and folksongs, but the spirit of the 
singing, the soft light of the kerosene lamp and the craggy yet gentle smiles 
of the villagers reminded me that youth work in the churches here is something 
extraordinary. 


Much publicity has surrounded the leap Papua New Guinea is allegedly making 

from the stone age to the 20th century. How far along these changes are and 

how beneficial they are to the country is widely debated. I saw amusing and 

disturbing mixtures of traditional village life and products from contemporary 

industrial life. / 


In spite of modernisation seeping in around the edges of village life, many 

of the youth still see the village as home. One aspect of tribal life that / 
seems to be persisting is fighting as a means of settling disputes--over land 

for example. Young people learn fighting tactics from their elders as part 

of the folk tradition passed on from generation to generation. This tradition 

is increasingly questioned as tragedies resulting from the fighting occur. 


The Papua New Guinean government provides funds for small business ventures, 
such as raising chickens or pigs, to encourage an entrepreneurial spirit among 
the youth. Unfortunately, poor planning and self-interested leaders have 
sometimes diverted funds and destroyed the credibility of the youth groups. 


Papua New Guinean youth face three strong challenges: modernisation, tribal 
fighting and counterproductive government youth programmes. The churches 
have responded with alternatives to the government-sponsored fund-raising 
schemes, or in some cases, local leaders from the church have improved the 
government programmes. 


Some Christian youth have said that they will "study war no more" and have 
refused to fight in the tribal wars. The churches are also supporting agri- 
cultural training methods that encourage young people to stay in their 
villages. 


Some of. the other things that together make youth work in Papua New Guinea 
extraordinary: youth meetings where young people lead songs, but children 
and elders join in; "wok misin" where youth visit church members in their 
homes; the challenge of well-funded fundamentalist youth groups "luring" 
youth away from the Lutheran churches; the need to get the approval of the 
whole community or village when new ventures are begun; and the obstacle of 
the traditional hierarchy of the community--men as leaders and women and 
youth as followers. 


How do the young people see their future? Some see their future in the 
village. Some see change as inevitable and want to move to the towns. 

Some, with education and higher expectations, but with little prospect of a 
job, see frustration. Some may move with the times so quickly as to live in 
another world than that of their parents. For these people the church will 
hopefully be a place where the worlds can meet and unity can be enjoyed... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: '"'We' and 'They' in Ecumenical Communication" EPS 83.04.71: 


The followtng appeared in the February "Monthly Letter on Evangeltsm" of the 
World Counetl of Churches. Author T.K..Thomas ts WCC publtcattons editor. 


There is always a "they" and a "we" whether we want it or not. They see us 
from a distance, from the outside. They are not in daily dialogue with us. 
They do not share in our worship. They read our Statements; they hear of 
our involvement in struggles for the liberation of people and programmes and 
development. Liberation and development have ideological overtures and 
political implications. They conclude we have opted out of causes Christian, 
and adopted a set of secular priorities and secular activisn. They are 
wrong, theologically as much as historically, but how do we prove it? 


This is the basic dilemma of ecumenical communication. 


We are concerned over what is happening in Lebanon. We agonize over the 
suffering of people. We commit to God the Jews and the Palestinians and 
the people of the Lebanon. The stand we take and the statements we issue 
do not make ecumenical sense outside the experience of shared worship. But 
communication takes place only at the level of reports and statements. 


We are concerned over the anxiety of the Pacific people over the nuclear 
testing in their part of the world. We know some of the people who are 
affected; we share their fear and their anxiety, and we pray with them and 
for them. Our statements are often prosaic pieces. They express sorrow or 
indignation, and they condemn or demand. The ecumenical concern for a 
nuclear-free Pacific is much more than what the statement mediates. 


South Africa. PCR grants. The dialogue programme. Militarism. Big power 
politics and small-time dictators. Outside the experience of personal 
prayer and corporate worship, none of these can become ecumenical concerns. 
And when communicated without reference to that experience, they cease to 
be ecumenical concerns. 


"They" and "we" are not absolute categories. There are "they" among us and 
"we'' among them. That makes the problem of ecumenical communication all 


the more complicated. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Reflections on the Church in Micronesia" EPS °83 04.72 


The following ts excerpted from a letter by an ecumentcal team which visited 
several tslands in the Micronestan area of the Pactfte Ocean tn connection 
with preparations for the next World Council of Churches assembly, 24 July - 
10 August, tn Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Last month, assembly 
parttetpants from the Pacific held a weeklong preparatory meeting in Ftjt. 
It marked the first visit by a WCC general seeretary to the regton. 


...The first thing which struck us is the fact that throughout the region two 
different gospels are being proclaimed. On the one hand the biblical gospel 

of what God has done and continues to do in Jesus Christ. On the other hand 
the gospel of national security and material welfare. Both of these gospels 
attempt to answer basic human questions: Who am I? Who are we as a community? 
How do we get true happiness? What leads to a meaningful purpose for our 
corporate life? 


The answers given by the two gospels do not always oppose each other. We also | 
know that many who believe in the gospel of Jesus Christ are presently involved 
in proclaiming the gospel of national security and material welfare. A good 1 
number of them do so because they honestly want to serve the poor, protect the ' 
weak and "develop" those who - according to Western standards - are less developed. 


Yet we have heard of the destructive effects which the second gospel has on the 
lives of people in the Micronesian region, and some of these effects we have seen 
with our own eyes: whole islands annihilated and the nearby land, lagoons and 
sea dangerously polluted by atomic explosions, dumping of atomic wastes and 
weapons testing; severe disruption of traditional styles of life; to such an 
extent that some of the areas visited have among the highest percentage of youth 
Sulcide in the world. 


Those of us who come from highly industrialized nations outside the Pacific 
region have become painfully aware of the fact that we, our churches and our 
nations, are to a great extent responsible for these destructive effects of 

the second gospel. We are sorry for this and ask your forgiveness. We promise 
you that after this visit we will look much more critically at what our churches 
and nations do in the Micronesian region and struggle for more sensitivity and 
human concern for your own aspirations. 


Intimately linked with the proclamation of these two gospels is our impression 
that life - especially in the urban/administrative centres - has been made rather 
artificial: imported food; foreign social values; often an educational system 
which does not prepare young people for life on the islands from which they come, 
but trains them for jobs which do not exist; in some places the life of urban/ 
administrative centres is almost totally dependent from outside or from resources 
which might soon come to an end. During our visit we have been particularly 
struck by this gap between dream and reality. 


We do not want to idealise the traditional life and culture on outer islands. 
Wanting to preserve at all costs such traditional styles of life would be as 
artificial as to transplant Western values and life-styles into small island 
nations. 


For us it was a sign of hope and great encouragement to meet so many among you 

who are fully aware of the dangers of such a situation which makes life acte@ficial, 
alien and therefore highly vulnerable. We thank God and pray for you, that you 
may be given the wisdom for finding the right way and pace, as your island areas 
are increasingly drawn into the power struggles of the outside world. We see 

that Christians and churches in the Micronesian region play an important role in 
this search for the right way and pace of change. It is therefore crucial to 
examine which gospel you and we are called to proclaim and live. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Questions to the Church in Melanesia" EPS 83.04.73. 


The followtng ts excerpted from a letter by an ecumenical team whitch visited 
several islands in the Melanestan area of the Paetfie Ocean in connection 
with preparations for the next World Counetl of Churches assembly, 24 July - 
10 August, tn Vaneouver, Brittsh Columbia, Canada. Last month, assembly 
parttetpants from the Pacific held a weeklong preparatory meeting in Fijt. 
It marked the first vistt by a WCC general secretary to the region. 


...Christianity and tradition: Christianity is essential to the identity of 
the Pacific communities, much more perhaps than in many other parts of the 
world. Christianity has become part of your tradition and way of life. In 
many places we would feel a sense of a threat to this tradition, coming from 
new communications, new city life, new economic patterns. You are concerned 
about how to keep the specific values which you cherish, to continue the 
happy life which still seems to prevail in many villages like in former days. 
Can this urge sometimes be felt as a threat to Christian principles and wider 
solidarities, or is it not a challenge to you as Churches for cultural inte- 
gration and rethinking of your faith in Jesus Christ, as the life of the world, 
in your own context? At the same time, how are you to develop a Christian 
identity within a rapidly changing context? 


Church unity: Churches which used to be in competition with each other are 
now coming closer to each other, cooperating and sharing in councils and 
associations as well as in joint meetings of parishes, youth movements, etc. 
Ecumenism is particularly strong in some local situations. Both at this local 
level and at national levels it is linked to the search for a new unity of the 
community. Is the search for unity sometimes limited to specific projects, or 
public activities, or does it really involve the most fundamental aspects of 
your faith in Jesus Christ as our own Lord and Saviour? Does not this faith, 
as we received it through different traditions, need to be explored in prayer 
as well as common reflection? 


You have expressed a deep, although sometimes critical, interest in the 
ecumenical movement at large and its instruments like the World Council of 
Churches and the regional and national councils of churches. How could you 
more and more use these instruments as an expression of your own responsibility 
for the other churches, sharing with them the gifts which you have received 
from God? 


Localisation: Local leadership is actively developed in all your churches, 
although the process may have started at different times in your history, 
going back to the ministry of the early missionaries. This _is not an attempt 
to limit our universal communion in the Church, but a way to express your 
responsibility in living the life of Jesus Christ in your own communities. 
How can this relate to the ministry, aspirations and style of life of the 
people of God itself in your villages and countries? 


New sects: Being a Christian area, the Pacific region is one to which many new 
missionaries are attracted, with the hope that they could easily win converts 

to their ideas. Some come with huge amounts of money, others with attractive 
biblical simplifications. Some even have very conservative political connotation 
They may represent a threat to the established churches. Should the church turn 
to governments for legal protection, or should they rather feel challenged to 
equip all Christians with discernement and biblical knowledge so that the people 
of God remain firm in their faith? 
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ECUVIEW: "Reflections on the Church in Polynesia" EPS 83.04.74 


The following are excerpted from reports of ecumentcal team vistts to vartous 
Polynestan tslands in connection with preparatton for the next World Counctl 
of Churches assembly, which begins in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, 

24 July. 


Tonga: ...We realised that in the past, but even still today, the churches had 
divided the young people of the country through their denominational schools 
which could command considerable financial resources. The Director of 
Education's efforts to bring the denominational secondary schools under the 
authority of the state (as he has already succeeded in doing with two schools, 
one Catholic and the other Methodist) deserves...support...especially in view 
of the fact that the possibility of establishing an ecumenical curriculum for 
religious education is being discussed. 


Another problem in Tonga is alcohol abuse, especially among young people, and 
also the beginnings of prostitution. These evils are not incurable if community 
ties can be strengthened. / 


In 1982, according to official figures, some 20,000 Tongans were living abroad, 
though some people put it as high as 30,000. While emigration undoubtedly has 
its positive aspects, it is equally certain that it also has undesirable sequels 
such as the separation of families and the injustice of being compelled to leave 
home. One church in Tonga is concerned with this problem... 


Western Samoa: ...Church members are deeply involved in the life of the churches 
and their piety is an example to their brothers and sisters all over the world. 
It was joy to see the ardour with which they joined in the ‘White Sunday' 
celebrations. Moreover, the practice of family prayers is still widespread. 
People are honestly concerned to find what it means to be a Christian. The 
Society is permeated by Christianity and imposes certain rules of behaviour 

and Christian life. The state declares: Western Samoa is founded on God. 

Some people are now asking whether the state can live up to its claim and 
whether the Church can be so closely identified with all the social, political 
and traditional structures... 


Cook Islands (Rarotonga): ...The people here are very religious. The state 
and, to a large extent, the churches have made a combined effort to preserve 
this feature of their society. The CICC [Cook Islands Christian Church], 
which is the majority church, enjoys quasi-official status. It is one of the 
principal land owners, its constitution requires the approval of parliament 
which also enacts other religious laws, for instance, the law restricting the 
setting up of religious organisations or the law concerning Sunday observance. 
Both these laws, which are once again under discussion, are resolutely 
Supported in many quarters despite the fact that they contradict the principle 
of religious liberty. New sects are nevertheless gaining a hold in Rarotonga, 
a fact which is giving rise to profound disquiet and even resentment against 
people from the northern hemisphere who are held responsible for their coming. 
The determination to compel these sects to cease their activities, by legal 
action if necessary, was expressed on many occasions. In many of the discus- 
sions we had we stressed the need to educate church members to a personal faith... 


Tahiti: ...Ecumenical relations at the top have not got very far and in some cases 
are more real and spontaneous at the local level. It seemed to us that the 
possible causes of this situation were historical (confrontations in the fairly 
recent past) sociological (social groups, languages), and the different approaches 
to the nuclear problem as well as the questions of doctrine and organisation. On 
the other hand, we are convinced of the potential that exists in the dynamism of 
the two large Catholic and Protestant communities, the human and financial 
resources available and the expectations of the people... 
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ECUVIEW: ("Christianity in Africa" EPS 83.04.75. 


The following ts abridged from the text of a talk given by John Onatyekan, a 
Nigertan Roman Catholte btshop. The talk was deltvered to the Institute of 
Church and Soetety tn Ibadan, under the tttle "Chrtsttantty, a Foretgn 
Reltgton", and was reproduced tn the Instttute's quarterly (1982: 3 and 4). 


To say that Christianity is a "foreign religion" is not saying much: it is 


obvious and clear that it came to us from outside. Although some parts of 
Africa, like North Africa, Egypt and Ethiopia came into contact with 
Christianity within the first century of the Christian era, the earliest 
documented appearance of Christianity in the geographical area we now call 
Nigeria dates only to the second half of the 15th century... We can also 

call Christianity a foreign religion when we consider the nationality of the 
agents who introduced and spread it in this country and the fact that it 
proposed for acceptance some tenets of doctrine and norms of morality which 
were foreign to and different from those current in our traditional culture... 


We wish, however, to suggest that even our so-called traditional religions are 
themselves products of a historical evolution. In June 1970, a conference 
was held in Dar-es-Salam. The purpose of it was to attempt a historical 
study of African religious systems. From this conference came a book edited 
by T. O. Ranger and Isaria Kimambo with the title "The Historical Study of 
African Religion". The discussions at this conference shows clearly how 
unrealistic it is to continue to speak in static, a historical term of African 
traditional religions. Therefore, we are not to imagine that the stage in 
which our African traditional religions were at the arrival of the so-called 
"foreign" religions was a fixed fossilised system that had never been subject 
to change, adjustments, and assimilations of new elements... 


Christianity is NOT a European religion. The European countries too were 
converted from previous pagan religions, and since it was so long ago, we now 
assume that they have always been Christians... Nowadays, in the everyday 
business of government and politics, in business and in the formulation of 
diplomatic policies, Christian ideas and ideals have at best an indirect 
bearing on the decisions taken. The churches in these countries are now 
aware that they can no longer take it for granted that everyone is a 
Christian... 


Christianity defies restriction along any lines, be it ethnic, national or 
cultural. In each circumstance, it demands a decision for the man Jesus 
who died on a cross and whom St Paul tells us is "folly for the Greeks and 
scandal for the Jews" (I Cor. 1:23). 


The task that is before the committed Christian in our cultural environment 
now is two-fold, and with that shall we conclude. First, he has to grasp 
the essence of the Christian message and decide to embrace it... The second 
task is to develop an enlightened and realistic appreciation of our 
traditional religious forms of expression and bring them to bear on the ways 
we live and practise our Christian faith... When this double task is taken 
seriously, we would be and seen to be both orthodox Christians as well as 
genuine Africans. Then would the question "Is Christianity a Foreign 
Religion?" be seen for what it really is: a non-issue. 
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AUSTRALIAN FOOD POLICY Ecumenical Press 
ATTENTIVE TO POOR URGED Service 83.04.76 


SYDNEY (EPS) - A churches' submission to a national economic summit called 
by the Australian government has called for policies and programmes which 
give special attention to the poor. 


The submission by the Australian Council of Churches was among the official 
material sent to all conference participants, who represent federal and 
state governments, trade unions and the business community throughout the 
country. 


Among policies urged by the ACC are guaranteed income and social security 
benefits, a review of the taxation system to eliminate inequities suffered 
by lower and middle income earners, encouragement of Australian ownership 

of minerals and resources, and a recognition that national economic recovery 
not be at the expense of Australia's Third World neighbours. 


The submission acknowledges that the goals might require higher taxation and 
"more realistic expectations of lifestyle". It urges acknowledgement that 
"the economy is a way of ordering relationships to benefit the whole 
community". 


The national economic summit was one of the main promises made by the new 
Australian Prime Minister R.I. Hawke before his Labor [Social Democratic] 
Party was elected [5 March] to govern the country. Hawke pledged to work 
for "recovery, reconstruction and reconciliation". 


The conference, held in Canberra, the national capital, [11-14 April] is an 
attempt to get all sections of Australian society involved in an analysis of 
the nation's economic ills and to achieve some consensus about ways to cure 
them. 


The government invited the ACC and the country's Roman Catholic Church to 


_ send delegates to the summit. The RC bishops did not make a preliminary 


submission. Church representatives chosen for the meeting are ACC General 
Secretary Jean Skuse and Sydney RC Archbishop James Carroll. 


The ACC submission welcomed the decision by the government to hold the 
summit and declared that the churches' hopes for the gathering were based 
on the concept of a just, participatory and sustainable society. 


Bruce Best (Australtan journalist, former editor of WCC magazine One World) 
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BISHOPS ASK HOW TO DEAL Ecumenical Press 
WITH INCOMPETENT PASTORS Service 83.04.77 


The following ts abrtdged and adapted from a report by Amertcan Lutheran 
Church tnterpretatton director Herb W. David. 


MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - How does a church body, gracefully but firmly, say to 
people without the necessary competencies that the ordained ministry is not 
for them? There are times that call for "tough love", John L. Davis told the 
Council of [District] Bishops of the American Lutheran Church. "The church 
has to learn to say no." 


Davis, director of the North Central Career Development Center, New Brighton, 
Minn., led off a discussion here dealing with "professionally incompetent 
clergy". It was obvious that the 19 ALC district bishops recognized the 
problem but in many instances felt powerless to take any action. 


"We lack episcopal authority to deal with termination," Southeastern Minnesota 
Bishop J Elmo Agrimson explained. However, he said, bishops are getting 
increased pressure, from congregations and other sources, to develop "some 
better way to handle incompetence." 


Central [States] Bishop Wayne E. Weissenbuehler agreed, but noted "the tension 
between protecting incompetence and giving in to the hiring and firing 
mentality of some congregations." 


In his presentation Davis differentiated between professional incompetence and 
other characteristics better described as conduct unbecoming pastors. Areas 
of potential professional incompetence would include such functions as 
proclamation, liturgical leadership, counseling, teaching, administration, 
social service, and missionary endeavors. 


He suggested seven "early warning signs" of incompetence in a parish situation: 


“= sharp reduction in worship attendance; 

~ unanticipated decrease in financial support; 

= sudden change in key lay leadership positions; 

= complaints and rumors within district circles; 

= negative calls and letters to district offices; 

- uncompromising stands by the pastor in a parish setting; and 

"out-of-character" behaviors by a pastor. 
For various reasons, Davis agreed, "it's hard to address the issue." 
At the top of the list, he said, is the "vulnerability" of bishops regarding 
the "divine call". There's a sense of "violating ‘holy orders'" in asking an 
incompetent pastor to resign. Other reasons include the congregation's paterna- 
listic attitude toward pastors, decreased employment opportunities, concern for 
being legally libel for a person's loss of professional credentials, and the 
dependency on authority figures that characterizes many clergy. 


Davis was questioned about the bishop's role as "a pastor to pastors." He 
answered that it's unrealistic to expect clergy to "bare their souls" to the 
bishop who is responsible for their professional futures. It's seen as too 
great a "vocational risk." However, several bishops indicated that the 
pastoral role extended beyond unquestioning support to clergy. Confrontation 
and the preaching of both law and gospel are part of the bishop's pastoral 
function, they said. 
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CANADIAN ANGLICANS GO SLOW ON Ecumenical Press 
RECOGNITION OF UNITED MINISTRY Service 83.04.78 


TORONTO (EPS) - The national executive council (NEC) of the Anglican Church of 
Canada has generally left the status quo in terms of official recognition of 
United Church of Canada ordained ministries. 


After five years of work, a task force had recommended that the two traditions 
regularize the current situation (where ordained ministers of one denomination 
serve in teams with or on behalf of ministers of the other) "by embracing the 

ambiguity this contains" and not attempting to solve all theological disagree- 
ments. 


The task force said this would not mean overlooking differences, but would 
rather commit each denomination to develop parallel ministerial structures. 
(Currently, for instance, the Anglicans have bishops and the UCC doesn't.) 
"This commitment," the task force said, "would be understood as a prelude to 
the mutual recognition of the whole of each others' ministry, and to other 
steps in the direction of visible unity." 


However, the recommendation from the NEC inter-church relations committee was 
only that the bishops be asked to recognize "shared ministries" by licensing 
United clergy within the context of a liturgical act, to perform particular 
ministries in particular places for specific lengths of time. 


In a comment on the decision, this month's Canadian Churchman, ACC national 
newspaper, says the task force report challenged Anglicans in Canada to "take 
a significant step with the United Church...by a mutual recognition of 
ministers, based on faith and trust in one another and hope for the future." 
It adds that the NEC decision shows that "faith and trust is still eluding the 


church," even though there are currently "numerous [licensed] joint ministries." 


Noting that Anglicans withdrew from union conversations with the UCC in the 
mid-1970s, and that the council called for "yet another task force to continue 
discussion on the mutual recognition of ordained ministry," the editorial 
Suggests that the UCC "if it has any charity left after more than two decades 
of what seems to many of them as an ecumenical merry-go-round, might be well 
advised to respond with a firm 'no, thank you' to an approach for future con- 
Ssultations. Time, money, and patience for this exercise must be wearing thin." 


"It is evident," the newspaper concludes, "that we have moved well past the 


ecumenical enthusiasm which gripped us in the 60s and early 70s and have 
shifted any thoughts of serious ecumenical commitment to an area of low 
priority. It is time we told our friends." 


EPS 


SHRINE CONTINUES AS Ecumenical Press _ 
JAPAN CHURCH ISSUE Service 83.04.79 


The following was prepared by WCC communitcattons tntern Giles Semper from 
matertal supplied by the Kyodan (Untted Church of Christ in Japan), Nattonal 
Chrtsttan Counetl in Japan, and the Roman Catholie national commission for 
soetal communtcattons. 


TOKYO (EPS) - Last 11 February, nearly 2,000 people met in the National 
Theatre Hall, Tokyo, to celebrate Japanese National Foundation Day. At the 
Same time Christians and others numbering over 11,500 attended about 90 
rallies throughout the country in opposition. 


Since the revival of National Foundation Day, in 1967, Christians have used 
the occasion to emphasise the freedom of religion by considering on that day 
the proper response of faith to the needs of society today. At issue is a 
return to the pre-World War 2 'emperor system' implicit in National 
Foundation Day. 


Some Christians fear the correlation of the renewal of a culture that revered 
the war dead with an increasing emphasis on militarisation in Japan. At stake 
too is the role of Christianity, which under the former emperor system held a 
place of subservience often compared to that of Constantinian Christianity. 


Symbolic in the argument is the prospective official endorsement of the 
Yasukuni Shrine, which commemorates more than two million war dead, including 
1,005 war criminals secretly enshrined in April 1979. These moves towards 
endorsement, seemingly reflected in the increasing patronage of the shrine 

by government members, have been vigorously opposed by Christians. 


Although drawing on myths rooted in the Japanese "age of the gods", the honour 
accorded to death 'for one's master' and the phenomenon of National Foundation 
Day are fairly recent. The former had always been a Samurai tenet, but became 
part of the national consciousness at the end of the 19th century when the 
'master' became specifically the Emperor Meiji. Shinto veneration of the war 
dead, originally intended to appease the enshrined spirits, began to be 
exploited politically, particularly during the war years of 1931-1945. 
National Foundation Day was first introduced in 1872. 


The revived post-war National Foundation Day continues to draw an ambivalent 
response from the government, despite official support from the prime 
minister's office since 1978 and from the education ministry since 1981. The 
current prime minister has expressed his desire to attend if the religious tone 
is lessened and wider public support is gained. 


The sponsors of the ceremony, which continues to be strongly religious, despite 
its relocation away from the Meiji shrine, were however pleased to receive a 
message of congratulation from the Prime Minister this year. Special attention 
was given to the 66 foreign delegations present, despite protest petitions from 
Japanese Christians. 


Shortly after the Foundation Day anniversary, about 40 theologians from Japan, 
Korea, Taiwan, Indonesia, the Philippines and New Zealand participated in a 
five-day conference on the emperor system and Christian faith. The gathering 
was sponsored by the Singapore-based Christian Conference of Asia and the 
National Christian Council in Japan. 


EPS 


ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA Ecumenical Press 
ESTABLISHES DEFENSE FUND Service 83.04.80 


WASHINGTON (EPS) ~- Metropolitan Theodosius, primate of the [Eastern] Orthodox 
Church in America, has urged OCA members to support a special fund to "help us 
defend our traditional form of church order whenever that order is subject to 
attack". 


In his letter of "personal concern", Theodosius speaks of a "terrible attack" 

on the OCA by "certain misguided persons who are trying...to change the way 

we Orthodox organise and administer our parish communities." He adds that a 
"dissension-sowing group is looking for ways to separate Orthodox people from 
their pastor and bishop." In this "frontal assault on our church's historical 
position," he says, "they are proclaiming, and aggressively promoting through 
legal action, a new and dangerously unorthodox form of church structure - a 
Structure intentionally lacking in genuine pastoral and hierarchial leadership." 


One action related to the intra-OCA disagreements concerns the dates of 
Christmas and most other annual feasts. Last year, the bishops decided that 
all OCA parishes would join most of the rest of the Christian world and much 
of Eastern Orthodoxy and celebrate them according to the calendar in general 
world use. Thus, for example, Christmas is now celebrated in the OCA on 25 
December instead of 7 January, as previously. 


Until then, for several years, OCA parishes exercised local option about which 
dates to observe. The Russian Orthodox Church, which gave the OCA its auto- 
cephaly (independence) in 1970, continues to follow the system under which 
Christmas is observed on 7 January. Since its autocephaly, the OCA has 
stressed its multi-ethnic heritage (it includes Albanian, Romanian, Bulgarian 
and Mexican jurisdictions) and the desirability of living out the faith in a 
North American context. 


EPS 
ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE Ecumenical Press 
LOOKS AT N. AMERICA Service 83.04.81 


GENEVA (EPS) - In preparation for the next World Council of Churches assembly, 
opening 24 July in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, the WCC Ecumenical 
Institute (Bossey) held a weeklong seminar on church and society in North 
America. 


Among the presenters was Johns Hopkins History Professor Timothy Smith who 
offered a "historical perspective on evangelism and ecumenism". In it, che 
denied a simple, binary distinction between the two church tendencies, as 
both Fundamentalists and Liberals are sometimes inclined to make. 


The Conservative Evangelical movement consists of horizontal, multi-centred, 
local-based groups held together by a common ideology or goal, he said, and 
as such is not unlike the ecumenical movement. Smith also pointed to the 
fact that the early Evangelicals were strong advocates of interdenominational 
cooperation, and that the early ecumenists came out of the Evangelical move- 
ment. 


The fallacy of a broad ‘Evangelical' distinction was also emphasised by H. Wayne 
Pipkin in his address, "The Neo-Evangelical Alternative: (Re)discovering a 

Social Gospel". An entirely different understanding of faith as well as its 
political and social applications and goals is to be found among neo-Evangelicals 
as distinguished from members of the New Religious and Political Right, he said. 


EPS 


—— 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS,.83.-04. 827040 


83.04.82: Greece-nudtst 


The bishops' synod of the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece has vigorously 
criticized the decision of the Greek tourist board to allow the setting up of 
nudist camps in relatively isolated parts of the country. 


83.04.83: Ntcaragua-'sehtsm' 


In a report this month from Managua, Kipa, the Fribourg-based Swiss Roman 
Catholic news agency, contrasts two celebrations of Maundy Thursday, one by 
"the people's church supportive of the Sandinista government" and the other 
by representatives of "the traditional church supportive of the opposition". 
The editors note that "we think there are in Nicaragua celebrations less 
separate and different from each other, but the two celebrations cited "show 
well how far the schism has gone'’. New York-based Religious News Service 
reports, also from Managua, that the government did not allow broadcast of 
the Easter homily of Archbishop Miguel Obando y Bravo because he would not 
show the text to government censors ahead of time. In neighbouring Honduras, 
Kipa also reports, the country's eight Roman Catholic bishops have expressed 
their "great concern" about tension between the two countries. 


83.04.84: Ethtopta-devetlopment 


SPP, Lausanne-based Protestant news service for French-speaking Switzerland, 
reports that a thousand priests of the Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox Church 

are working in five regions of the country as community development agents, 

including as part of their task promoting biblical knowledge. 


83.04.85: Egypt-Coptte pope 


An Egyptian court has ordered the Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] Church to replace 
Pope Shenouda III as its head. Since September 1981, the pope has been living 
in a desert monastery, following state withdrawal of its recognition of his 
election. The church has continued to consider him head of the church, though 
administration has been in the hands of a government-appointed, five-bishop 
committee, which the court decision dissolved. 


83.04.86: Swttzerland-synod 


An ad hoc group is organising a Swiss Protestant Synod for several days in 
mid-May. A purpose of the 200-delegate gathering is to "get reflection 
underway on the mission of Reformed Christians in today's Switzerland". A 
focus of the meeting is the life and witness of the score of regional 
Reformed churches which, with the country's Methodist and Evangelical Free 
denominations, make up the Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland. 


83.04.87: Rees-trtal 


Former South African Council of Churches General Secretary John Rees has 
pleaded not guilty in the Rand Supreme Court to 43 charges of fraud or theft 
in connection with SACC funds totalling SAR 379,000. He is charged with 
illegally depositing SACC funds in personal accounts. He was SACC general 
secretary from 1970-1977. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.04.88-93 


83.04.88: Czechoslovaktia—Franetseans 


About a score of Roman Catholic Franciscans were reportedly detained around 
Easter in Czechoslovakia. All but four or five were released soon after. Those 
whose detention continued were charged with "illegal religious activity". 


83.04.89: Pax Christt-Roc 


In a joint statement following a meeting in Antwerp, representatives of Pax 
Christi International, an independent Roman Catholic peace movement, and the 
Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church have called on all nuclear powers to renounce 
any use of nuclear weapons. In a report of a session devoted to human rights, 
the representatives said: "Whereas both delegations agreed that the exercise 
of human rights may be limited in the interest of the protection of basic 
standards of justice and morality, the Russian Orthodox participants saw as 
the task of the state the regulation of rights of the individual and of 
society in order to reach the most harmonious relationship between them both. 
The Catholic church, however, saw the need to put greater emphasis on the 
necessity to restrict the role of the state in this respect." 


83.04.90: US-nuclear 


Changes in the third draft of a pastoral letter on nuclear weapons have been 
welcomed by a spokesperson for the US administration. The letter is to be 
considered by the country's Roman Catholic bishops at their meeting in Chicago 
next month [2-3 May]. The letter continues, however, to advocate policies at 
odds with the US government's. One of the five bishops on the drafting 
committee, George Fulcher of Columbus, said the new version notes that nuclear 
disarmament depends on both superpowers. Earlier versions stressed more US and 
NATO responsiblity. 


83.04.91: USSR-Pentecostals 


Lydia Vashchenko, one of seven Soviet Pentecostals who entered the US embassy 
in Moscow in June 1978 arrived in Israel this month. She left the embassy in 
early 1982 for hospital treatment following a hunger strike, and then returned 
to her Siberian home. Last month, she said, she was told to apply for an 
emigration visa. Shortly after she left the Soviet Union, her parents, two 
sisters, and the two other Pentecostals left the embassy and flew back to 
Siberia, where they were expected to apply for exit visas. 


83.04.92: Ethtopta-arrest 


EPD, an FRG church news agency, reports that the president of Addis Ababa 
synod of the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus has been 
under arrest since 1 March. 


83.04.93: EKD-Sdlle 


A spokesperson for the Evangelical Church in Germany (KD) the FRG federation 

of regional Lutheran, Reformed, and United churches, says the choice of Dorothee 
Sd6lle as one of the presenters during the next World Council of Churches assembly 
(24 July - 10 August, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada) has caused dissatis- 
faction in some parts of the EKD, and that the theologian cannot be considered 

an EKD representative. (Assembly presenters are generally invited in their own 
right, not as representatives of the denominations to which they belong.) 
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ECUVIEW: "Human Rights Violations in the West Bank" EPS 83.04.94 


The following ts excerpted from the tntroductton to the 1983/1 tssue of Background 
Informatton from the Commtsston of the Churches on Internattonal Affatrs, a sub- 
untt of the Geneva-based World Counetl of Churches. Titled "In Their Own Words," 
the publteatton tneludes affidavits collected by Law tn the Service of Man, a West 
Bank afftltate of the Geneva-based Internattonal Commtisston of Jurists. CCIA 
Director Ninan Koshy wrote the tntroductton. The publtcatton ts available from 
the CCIA. Its ftve chtef secttons deal with settlers, village leagues, house 
demoltttons and sealings, untversittes and town arrest. 


...Any plan to resolve the Middle East turmoil, and therefore the Lebanon crisis, 
must come to grips with the situation in the West Bank. This is now generally 
acknowledged. The Reagan plan, for instance, half-heartédly concedes the right 
of Palestinians for self-determination in the West Bank without accepting the 
logical consequence of that: an independent Palestinian State there. 


But even the limited objective of self-determination will be impossible to attain 
if Israeli schemes to settle the West Bank are realized. At present the main test 
of US President Reagan's credibility in the Middle East is his ability to stop the 
settlements. Mere protests don't seem to be enough. "For fifteen years...US 
Presidents have protested settlement. For fifteen years, Israel has ignored the 
protest. For fifteen years the United States has done nothing about it." (The 
Washington Post.) This much is clear: if nothing is done, and if present Israeli 
projects are carried out, by 1987 there will be a Jewish population of 100,000 in 
the West Bank. This number would constitute an additional weight against political 
compromise. 


To those who have not been in the West Bank recently, the term "Israeli settlement" 
might evoke an image of idyllic rural households of people painfully cultivating 
vegetables in the arid soil of ancient Judea and Samaria. But those who have 
actually seen the settlements know them to be massive stone projects of apartments 
and free-standing villas that overlook Arab villages like fortresses. As such 

they represent the formidable combination of the geopolitical notions of Israeli 
Defence Minister Sharon and the biblical notions of Prime Minister Begin. "Mr. 
Begin will go on bribing the electorate, his critics say, until his West Bank 
ambition, underwritten by US tax payers, is achieved." (The New York Times.) 


Looking at the alabaster structures, which are not self-supporting villages but 
rather suburbs of major population centres inside Israel, one thinks of the bull- 
dozers that cleared the way for them. Standard practice in the "reconstruction 

and rebuilding" of Palestine has been the wholesale destruction of what was there 
before. Between 1967, when the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza began, 
and 1971, 16,212 Palestinian houses were demolished there (The London Sunday Times, 
19 June 1977). And this is only the most visible human rights violation in a litany 
that includes harassment, vigilante activities by village leagues and settlers, 

and unlawful arrest... 


A second reason for this issue's interest in the West Bank is the realization that 
it, along with Gaza and now the North Bank, falls into a broader policy-mix of 
territorial ambitions, economic motives, religious considerations and confessional 
concepts about state. The documentation offered by LSM on Israeli treatment of 
the estimated one million Palestinians in the West Bank indicates what may lie in 
store for the North Bank. In fact there are already human rights complaints by 
North Bank Palestinians vis-a-vis the Israeli occupation army... 


The bulldozers in the West Bank have cleared the way for the Israeli citadels - 
destroying Palestinian homes and offering a symbol of oppression. The bulldozers 
are now on the newly occupied territory in the North Bank. The bulldozers in the 
West Bank and in the North Bank are of the same make. And they have to be stopped. 
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ECUVIEW: "Pacific Overview" EPS 83.04.95 


Earlier thts month, Deputy Director George Tsetsts of the Commisston on 
Inter-Church Atd, Refugee and World Service, a sub-unit of the Geneva-based 
World Counetl of Churches, completed his fifth trip to the Pacific. In 
concluding hits report, he offered some general remarks about the church in 
that region [related items: EPS 82.04.73, 74, 75]. 


This was my fifth (and last) trip to the Pacific. Although I do not claim 
expertise on Pacific matters, I would like to make some remarks resulting 
from my observations and discussions over the years with friends and 
colleagues from the region. 


1. Undoubtedly the Pacific is a Christian region par excellence. However, 
this qualification should be used with some caution for if in some countries 
such as French Polynesia, Samoa, Tonga, the Cooks and Fiji Christianity is 
deeply rooted in people's daily life, in other parts of the Pacific, such 

as the urban centres of the Solomons and especially in Papua New Guinea, 

for many being "Christian" has a very loose meaning. 


2. Inter-church co-operation is possible in the Pacific and in some cases 
there is ecumenical reflection and action among the churches, including the 
Roman Catholic Church, which is a member both of the Pacific Conference of 
Churches and of many National Councils of Churches. In spite of this, 
however, there is a confessional compartmentalization and the churches 
(rightly so) are keen to maintain their own identity. The question is how 
to make them co-operate in more practical terms on some burning issues 
faced by Pacific societies today. 


3. The Pacific Conference of Churches passed through a serious identity 
crisis last year. It still tries to find its own way to be a servant body 
of the Pacific churches in the light of earlier decisions taken by the 
Pacific churches themselves. The PCC should be helped by the WCC in that 
direction. 


4. The nuclear issue preoccupies Pacific Islanders very much and has almost 
become an obsession. However, it overshadows some other equally dangerous 
evils which cause considerable danger to society, such as tourism, changing 
social attitudes, alcoholism, role of multinationals, etc. I believe the 
PCC and churches should campaign more aggressively against these evils as 
they do so successfully with the nuclear issue. 


5. The WCC should aim at a more concrete and continuous presence and 
witness in the Pacific through its member churches and the PCC. Any failure 
on our part to take seriously into account the multiple needs of churches 
and to respond positively will inevitably encourage a more aggressive 


presence of other bodies with policies contrary to the WCC and the wider 
ecumenical family. 


6. It is encouraging indeed to ascertain that next to some old conservative 
church leaders there is an emerging high quality younger generation which, 
together with some of the most open present leaders might play a considerable 
role in shaping the ecumenical movement in the region and in re-orienting 

the Church's mission. 


I am grateful to Pacific friends for their friendship and fellowship 
throughout these years and for enabling an Eastern Orthodox to discover 
the "Church of the South". 
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ECUVLEW: ''Beyond Collaboration: - WCC/RC Relationships" EPS 83.04.96 


The following ts the coneluston of an article reflecting on the fifth report 
of the Jotnt Worktng Group between the Roman Catholtie Chureh and World Counet? 
of Churches. The article, by WCC Deputy General Secretary Konrad Raiser, and 
the report appear tn the April tssue of the WCC journal Ecumentcal Revtew. 
Prevtous JWG offictal reports appeared in 1966, 1967, 1971 and 1975. 


Increased collaboration where that is possible, while maintaining the distinc= 
tiveness and respecting the differences between the partners - that is the 
essential perspective for the future. It is true that such collaboration, 
carried on with the approval of the highest levels of authority in the RCC, 
has become an important symbol for all those who at local, national and 
regional levels are engaged in the ecumenical movement. Even where the scope 
and the immediate results of collaboration on the world level remain limited, 
the fact that the RCC and the WCC entertain fraternal and active relationships 
serves as an encouragement and sometimes even as protection for other perhaps 
more daring ecumenical efforts. 


Yet, is "collaboration" enough? Is it a sufficient response to the call for 
visible unity? Will it be able to draw the two bodies and through them the 
churches themselves into deeper and fuller communion in Christ, or will it 
rather confirm existing differences in fraternal coexistence? In particular, 
will it not strengthen the impression that the WCC is a fellowship of non- 
Roman churches, or even a Protestant body? Collaboration, in order to be 
maintained over a considerable period of time, must have a sense of purpose 
and direction and must be guided by realistic goals. Otherwise, it will 
become an exercise in interchurch relations as an end in itself, like the 
relationships between nations and countries. 


The ecumenical movement is more than the sum-total of the external relations 
of the Christian churches. The WCC in particular, in serving the ecumenical 
movement, cannot refrain from pressing forward to ever more visible manifes-— 
tations of communion. This is its essential task and purpose in relating to 
its own member churches as well as to the RCC. The renewed emphasis on 
inherited identies is visible in many churches and communions and poses 
profound questions for the future of the ecumenical movement. The forth- 
coming Sixth Assembly of the WCC in Vancouver will be a time to reflect again 
about its basic purpose and the meaning that the churches are prepared to 

give to their membership in this Council. What consequences are the churches, 
including the Roman Catholic Church, prepared to draw from the undeniable 
ecumenical convergence in the understanding and practice of baptism, eucharist 
and ministry? Will they be able to move forward together, using the WCC itself 
as their instrument for establishing a more fully committed fellowship?... 


If the perspectives suggested by the JWG were to be implemented with deter- 
mination in the years ahead, this would change the style of its work. While 
continuing to stimulate and coordinate collaboration between sub-units of 

the WCC and partners on the RCC side, the JWG would have to find ways of 
organising an exchange of insights and experiences gained from local ecumenical 
experiences. In addition to initiating studies on basic issues which affect 

the relationships between the RCC and the WCC, it would have to accept a 
pastoral responsibility for encouraging and providing perspectives for 
ecumenical efforts involving member churches of the WCC and RC partners on 

all levels. Only as the member churches of the WCC and the RCC are enabled 

to grow together in each place into a fellowship of people who witness, act 

and live together as Christians, will it be possible to overcome the differences 
which presently limit the relationships between the two world bodies. The 
process will be longer than was anticipated a decade ago; but it is irreversible 
since it does not depend on human initiative and planning alone but is a manifes 
tation of what God is doing through the Holy Spirit in order "to bring his peopl 
into one" 
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INTERNATIONAL, INTERFAITH CONSULTATION IN MAURITIUS [EPS 83.02.52,75] 
*2939: Buddhist pagoda, Port Louis. +2942: Buddhist pagoda, Port Louis. 
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IMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Church leaders: eliminate nuclear weapons by 1988 
Uppsala conference meets on life/peace 

Court ruling on Coptic pope prompts ecumenical concern 

US church leader to take key WCC post 

Methodist editor flees South Africa 

Hungarian Jewish - Christian dialogue stresses peace work 
Churches query data protection 


ECUPOINTS: 
Switzerland-persecution .08 Zimbabwe-churches 
UK-Anglo/Catholicism .09 Sweden-petition 
Vietnam-Caritas -10 Australia-nuclear/doctor 
ECUTEXTS: 


"Guidelines for church peace action" 
"Leteer from «CuAlLaton([US):.NCC" 


ECUVIEWS: 


"Church statements on international affairs" 
"Vietnam Observations" 


ECUPAST: 


News from EPS 25 years ago 
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SHOPTALK: 


Sttuatton reports (avatlable from the WCC inter-chureh aid commission) 


a) Lebanon - Emergency (No. 24, 7 April) 

b) Ethtopta - Drought and displaced persons (No. 12, 11 April) 
Ge) West Africa - Emergency (No. 6, 11 April) 

d) Ecuador - Floods (No. 2, 15 April) 

e) Matertal atd asststance to Poland (No. 13, 22 April) 

ie: Italy - Earthquake - November 1980 (No. 9, 26 April) 


(final report) 


The Message of the Chrtsttan World Conference on Life and Peace [EPS 83.05.01] 
ts avatlable on request. 


CHURCH LEADERS: ELIMINATE Ecumenical Press 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS BY 1988 Service 83.05.01 


UPPSALA, Sweden (EPS) - A four-day gathering here of church leaders from 60 

countries has urged "controlled and verifiable measures of multilateral dis- 
armament leading to the total elimination of all nuclear weapons within five 
years" 


The message of the Christian World Conference on Life and Peace was approved 
by virtually all the approximately 150 church leaders who attended it PZ0-25 
April]. There was one negative vote and eight abstentions. 


The ao s document rt i with "the Christian concern for life and peace" 
five "specific issues", ways of "challenging governments" and in Fora eS 
for action by the churches". [EPS 83.05.14] 


A section which occasioned major discussion in the conference drafting 

acum, eiee and in plenary sessions discusses "the doctrine of nuclear deter- 
rence" In the end, the group accepted language which describes the doctrine 
as We kta An Si dubious and dangerous from every point of view. Most of us 
believe," it continues, "that from the Christian standpoint, reliance upon 
the threat and possible use of nuclear weapons is unacceptable as a way of 
avoiding war. Some are willing to tolerate nuclear deterrence only as a 
temporary measure in the absence of alternatives." 


The section adds that for "most of us...the possession of nuclear weapons is 
inconsistent with our faith in God, our concept of creation and with our 
membership in Christ's universal body...Most of us...believe...the existence 
of these weapons contradicts the will of God. For all of us, obedience to 
that will demands a resolute effort within a specified time-limit for their 
total elimination" 


The document urges five "interim measures" - a "freeze on further manufacture 
and deployment of nuclear weapons", "immediate agreement" on a treaty banning 
all nuclear tests coupled with "effective non-proliferation measures", nuclear- 
free zones, "effective unilateral actions for peace and disarmament", and 
"pledges by governments for no first use of nuclear weapons". 


It also commends five "further measures", among them "full implementation of 
the Helsinki Agreement" on security and cooperation in Europe and "strict 
international control over the buying and selling of armaments". 


The message notes that "global tension often erupts at local flashpoints", of 

which it lists 15 - El Salvador, Nicaragua, Falklands/Malvinas, South Africa, 

Namibia, Angola, Horn of Africa, ae: Israel, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, 

Pakistan, Kampuchea, Vietnam. It says "the roots of these violent flashes go 

deep into unjust local and international structures of domination and exploit- 

ation" | 


The leaders refer to a traditional church teaching that a war may be justified 
as a last resort if it is fought in a controlled and discriminate way without 
direct ger on non-combatants. They conclude that on that basis nuclear 
warfare "can never be justified" and that "modern warfare which uses weapons 
of mass and indiscriminate slaughter whether they be nuclear or not must 
therefore be condemned by the traditional tenets of the church's teaching" 


EPS 
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UPPSALA CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
MEETS ON LIFE/PEACE Service 83.05.02 


UPPSALA, Sweden (EPS) - Advance information from the organisers called last 
month's Christian World Conference on Life and Peace here "one of the most 
remarkable single Christian meetings since the days of the early ecumenical 
councils...one of the most representative Christian ecumenical meetings in 
about 1500 years". 


Initiated by retiring Swedish Lutheran primate Olof Sundby, it was hosted by 
him and eight other Nordic church leaders - Lutheran primates of Denmark, 
Norway, Finland, and Iceland, the Roman Catholic bishop of Copenhagen, 
Finland's Eastern Orthodox archbishop, and the Norwegian and Swedish 
presidents of the Mission Covenant [Reformed] Church. 


Four of the approximately 150 participants delivered conference keynote 
addresses: —- Metropolitan Filaret, head of the external church relations 
department of the Russian Orthodox Church; Jesuit priest Timothy Healy, 
president of Georgetown University, Washington; Canadian Anglican primate 
Ted Scott, moderator of the World Council of Churches central committee; 

and Anglican priest John Stott, associated with the World Evangelical Fellow- 
ship and the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelisation. The conference 
spent an afternoon and evening in small groups for Bible study, introduced 

by World Alliance of Reformed Churches president Allan Boesak. 


The group also heard from two other Roman Catholic bishops - Paulo Evaristo 
Arns of Brazil and Luigi Bettazzi of Italy (president of Pax Christi Inter- 
national) - and UN Under Secretary General for Disarmament Affairs Jan 
Martenson. Each evening included a major liturgical event in this city's 
historic brick cathedral. The conference opened with a formal session in the 
university auditorium attended by the Swedish king and queen and addressed by 
Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme. 


In conjunction with the conference, a "Christian Peace Festival" was held here 
and in Stockholm, including an all-night peace vigil. Sung several times 
during the conference was a six-stanza hymn written specially for it. It 
concludes with a prayer that God would help the singers "choose Christ before 
Caesar, life before death". 


The memory of Uppsala's two most internationally known 20th-century personali- 
ties was invoked on several occasions - Sundby's predecessor as primate, Nathan 
Séderbloom (who convened the 1925 Life and Work Conference in Stockholm), and 
the late UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjéld. 


The conference attracted a scattering of demonstrators and protesters who 
generally quietly drew attention to what they presented as instances of 
persecution of Christians in Eastern Europe, particularly the Soviet Union. 
Others expressed concern about the situations in Iran and Afghanistan. 


Asked about the impact of the conference and its document in the context of 
church and other efforts in support of peace, both Sundby and Swedish 
Ambassador Olle Dahlén, who chaired the organising committee, stressed that 
the meeting and its message are parts of a process. Dahlén called them "one 
point" on a long road, "nothing final". Sundby described them as "one 
expression of the growing engagement...of Christians all over the world with 
the problem of peace and war, justice and freedom..." 


EPS 


COURT RULING ON COPTIC POPE Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS ECUMENICAL CONCERN Service 83.05.03 


GENEVA (EPS) - The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 

Dr. Philip Potter, in a message on 12 April to the Egyptian government, 
expressed deep concern and perplexity about the implications of that day's 
court decision which has been interpreted by the Government Attorney to call 
for the deposition of Pope Shenouda III, the head of the Coptic Orthodox 
Church, and for the appointment of an acting Pope and election of a new Pope. 


The Egyptian government was asked through the Egyptian ambassador to the 
United Nations in Geneva for clarification of this interpretation which 

Dr. Potter saw as implying a most serious and unprecedented infringement of 
religious freedom and ecclesial independence as previously safeguarded by the 
Egyptian constitution. According to all Orthodox canon law such a deposition 
or required election would create a vacuum in the leadership of the five 
million strong Coptic Church. 


Further clarifications are being sought about the consistency of the recent 
court ruling with public assurances made both by the late President Sadat and 
by President Mubarak on his European and American tour earlier this year. 
These assurances maintained that the ecclesial authority and standing of Pope 
Shenouda were in no way called into question by the 1981 presidential decree 
which had confined Pope Shenouda to a desert monastery and appointed a papal 
committee for administrative and financial matters. That committee has been 
dissolved by the recent court decision. 


The message from the WCC's General Secretary was followed by a visit [18 
April] of an ecumenical delegation representing the MECC [Middle East Council 
of Churches] and the WCC to the Minister of Interior Hassan Abu Basha in 
Cairo. The delegation which was cordially received, was informed that the 
government still considers Pope Shenouda III as the head of the Church and 
that the government is still waiting for the right moment to permit the Pope 
to resume his full responsibilities. The minister explained that the court 
decision was one legal interpretation and not necessarily binding on the 
State. He emphasized that the Pope was restricted to the monastery for 
reasons of national security and national unity and as soon as the right 
circumstances would prevail the restrictions will be lifted. 


A meeting was held between the WCC and MECC leaders in Geneva [25 April] to 
review the Egyptian situation and the following joint statement was issued: 


"While the WCC and MECC support the Egyptian government's concern for 
national security and national unity, both organizations feel bound to 
question strongly the necessity of the continued confinement of the Pope 
for "national security". On the contrary both feel that as long as the 
Pope is isolated from his people and his Church, the Coptic community is 
likely to feel demoralized by the larger Egyptian society. The sooner the 
Pope is reinstated the better the interests of the State are served and the 
principles of justice and freedom are met. The ecumenical family is eager 
to pursue a positive dialogue with the State of Egypt in the search for an 
honourable solution to the problem of the Coptic Orthodox Church, which 
would serve the national unity." 
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US CHURCH LEADER TO Ecumenical Press 
TAKE KEY WCC POST Service 83.05.04 


GENEVA (EPS) - The Rev. Dr. Arie R. Brouwer has been appointed deputy general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, after confirmation last week by 
the Council's Central Committee. 


Dr. Brouwer, who has served the Reformed Church in America as general secretary 


since 1977, takes up his new duties in September. He succeeds the Rev. Dr. 
Konrad Raiser who returns to the Federal Republic of Germany after 10 years 
to become professor of ecumenics at Bochum University. 


The 47 year old American church leader will work as staff moderator of the 
Council's largest programme unit, on justice and service. He brings with 
him a wide ecumenical experience, including membership of the World Council's 
Central Committee since 1979 and the Governing Board of the US National 
Council of Churches of Christ since 1968. 


EPS 


METHODIST EDITOR Ecumenical Press 
FLEES #eS. «AFRICA Service 83.05.05 


LONDON (EPS) - Charged with high treason by the South African government, 
Cedric Mayson, Methodist minister and editor of "Pro Veritate", was due to 
stand trial in Pretoria on 18 April, but he jumped bail and fled. At a press 
conference in London he said that he fully expected to be acquitted, but was 
certain to be detained once again as soon as he left the court, facing house 
arrest or banishment. He described the charges against him as "an absolute 
masterpiece of misrepresentation". 


Mayson who was on the staff of the Christian Institute of Southern Africa 
was banned with other senior staff in 1977. He said that it would have been 
too risky for friends and colleagues like Dr. Beyers Naudé, director of the 
banned institute, if he had stood trial. Dr. Naudé and others were being 
subpoe'naed by the authorities to give evidence, but it was a firm principle 
in liberation circles that no one in any circumstances would give evidence 
for the state against a colleague. Many had gone to prison for this refusal 
to cooperate. Mayson also said that after 15 months reflection in prison he 
wanted to continue "to work against the heresy of apartheid". He was not 
permitted to write or publish anything while inside South Africa, and he 
hopes to continue working from England. 


In a related development the Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales 

have urged the British government to grant asylum to conscientious objectors 
from South Africa. This follows new legislation which could lead many South 
Africans to seek asylum in Britain as an alternative to heavy gaol sentences 


or prolonged periods of non-military service as penalty for conscientious 
objectors. 
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HUNGARIAN JEWISH - CHRISTIAN Ecumenical Press 
DIALOGUE STRESSES PEACE WORK Service 83.05.06 


DEBRECEN, Hungary (EPS) - A dialogue between representatives of the Reformed 
Church and the Jewish Community in Hungary says the common responsibility of 
the people of God is to "awake and incite the yearning for peace" in a world 
facing nuclear disaster. 


The meeting was convened by the collegium of theological doctors of the 
Reformed Church in Hungary at the Reformed College of Debrecen and drew wide 
attendance from the Jewish and Reformed communities in the erty. 


A major part of the dialogue was a series of four lectures on the development 
of nazism and its consequences. The final lecture was given by Chief Rabbi 
Dr. Laszlo Salgo on the "Potential of Reformed - Jewish peace work". Bishop 
Tibor Bartha summed up the discussions and a joint communiqué was issued 
which read, in part: 


-..'We, Jews and Christians together make the people of God. The joint 
perception and mission taken from the holy scripture is an engagement and | 
obligation for us to address the world jointly, as God's people. The crisis 

of the world is getting deeper and deeper. Our task on the strength of the 

commission taken from the Lord is to proclaim to the world in crisis: there 

is stilkthope for us..).0. 


-.-A part of our message is an invitation to contrition. The life of mankind 
is in danger. ...As people of God we have the charge to say a prophetic word. 
God calls man to amend his way, since progressing along the same path would 
irreparably make him land in disaster. ...Together we protest against 
stationing more nuclear weapons in Europe. Together we claim that all nuclear 
weapons be banned. Jews and Christians, we have the same task: to awake and 
incite the yearning for peace of our co-religionists all over the world. To 
make them conscious of their responsibility, to mobilize actions for the more 
equitable distribution of bread, for the protection of environment, the world 
committed to our trust, for the consolidation of trust, friendship and co- 
operation among ace for saving the holy gift of life from the nuclear 
disaster, for the elimination of fascism, neo-fascism, and any discrimination, 
including racial and ethnical discrimination from the life of mankind for 
ever." 


EPS 
CHURCHES QUERY Ecumenical Press 
DATA PROTECTION Service 83.05.07 


LONDON (EPS) - Serious objections are raised by the British Council of 
Churches (BCC) concerning data protection proposals at present before the 
House of Commons. The Council notes that an increasing number of public and 
private bodies, including churches, use computers for the storage of infor- 
mation, including personal files and confidential material. The BCC urges 
the government to provide stronger rights for the individual citizen than 
are presently planned for. A sensitive area is immigration control. 


The Council points out that the exemption from data protection regulations 
provided for government agencies in the Bill under discussion are wider than 
those allowed for the European Convention for the Protection of Individuals, 
Signed by the British government. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.05.08-13 


83.05.08: Swttzerland-persecutton 


Lausanne-based SPP (Swiss French Protestant Press Service) reports that the 
council of the Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland [Reformed and 
Methodist] (FEPS) has noted the petition of Zurich-based Christian Solidarity 
International urging FEPS delegates to the next World Council of Churches 
Assembly to take up the cause of "persecuted Christians and churches". SPP 


reports that the FEPS council "is in agreement with the petition in principle, 
but voiced some reservations about its terms". 


83.05.09: UK-Anglo/Catholtetsm 


Supporters of Anglo-Catholicism in British Anglicanism have launched a UK 
£250,000 appeal to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the 19th century 
Oxford Movement, 1833 being reckoned as the start of that century's Anglo- 
Catholic revival in the Church of England. The fund is intended, among other 
things, to foster vocations to ordained ministry, and aid in renewal and 
promotion of religious communities. Also marking the anniversary is a 
Catholic Renewal Conference, held at Loughborough, Leicestershire. 


83.05.10: Vtetnam-Caritas 


Caritas International, a Roman Catholic relief and development agency, said 
this month that leading Vietnamese Roman Catholic leaders are being mistreated. 
Mentioned specifically were Hanoi Archbishop Joseph-Marie Cardinal Trinh Van- 
Can, said to be prevented from leaving his home, Ho Chi Minh City Archbishop 
Francesco Thuan, said to have disappeared without trace, and Hue Archbishop 
Philippe Nguyén-Kim-Dién, said also to be confined to his residence. 


83.05.11: Ztmbabwe-churches 


Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service Says Zimbabwe Prime Minister 
Robert Mugabe has criticized leaders of churches and other non-governmental 
organisations for their complaints about alleged military brutality in the 
province of Matabeleland. Speaking to the annual meeting of denominational 
leaders in Harare, ACIS reports, Mugabe said opposition to the government is 
a "band of Jeremiahs [which] has included reactionary foreign journalists, 


non-governmental organisations of doubtful status in our midst and sancti- 
monious prelates", 


83.05.12: Sweden-petitton 


More than a million Swedes have signed a petition sponsored by the Swedish 
Ecumenical Council calling for a nuclear freeze, a nuclear-free zone in the 
Nordic countries, a halt to the conventional arms race, and support for peace 
efforts, peace education, and peace and conflict research. The effort was 


also endorsed by leaders of all the country's political parties except the 
Conservatives. 


83.05.13: Australta-nuclear/doctor 


Australian pediatrician Dr. Helen Caldicott says the nuclear arms race is the 
ultimate religious question. "Why have children if the're not going to 
survive''. Distance from nuclear battlefields is no cause for complacency, 
according to the leading anti-nuclear campaigner; a 30 minute nuclear war in 
one area would effect the entire world chemically and biologically. 
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ECUTEXT: "Guidelines for Church Peace Action" EPS 83.05.14 


The following ts the concluding section of the message from The Christtan 


World Conference on Life and Peace which met in Uppsala last month [EPS 83.05. 
01,02]. 


The impending nuclear terror demands that the churches give high priority to 
the peace question. A church which acquiesces in the predicament of this hour 
denies the call of its Lord. We humbly confess that as Christians we have 
been unfaithful to the Lord. Our own divisions as Christians weaken our wit- 
ness to peace. As citizens of nuclear states some of us bear a greater shame. 
We repent, all together. 


But now we must accept the forgiveness of the Lord and move forward from 
despondency and self-condemnation, to trusting obedience and faithful witness 
to the Prince of Peace. We therefore appeal to the churches: 


1) To proclaim Jesus Christ in both word and deed as the life and peace of 
the world. 


2) To develop peace education programmes. These programmes should encourage 
Christians to think theologically; to search out the causes of conflict; 
to explore Christian concepts of non-violent resistance to evil; and to 
trace the connections between disarmament and development. To this end 
the possibilitiy of creating an international Christian peace institute 
should be explored. 


3) To support individuals and groups involved in specific peace work, whether 
Christian or other, and to uphold the right of conscientious objection to 
military service. 


4) To strive in the mobilisation of public opinion in the interests of peace 
and justice. 
agin ha 


5) To support politicians and governments in plans to develop strategies for 
peace and systems of common security. 


6) To challenge and to make every effort to change distorted enemy images. 


7) To co-operate in the movement towards Christian unity, and to use all 
available channels to promote understanding, peace and reconciliation. 


8) To encourage Christians to understand that to become a follower of Jesus 
is to be committed to peace-making. 


9) To support the particular contribution of women in the work for peace and 
justice. 


10) To encourage Christians to non-cooperation with preparations for nuclear 
war. 


11) To encourage Christians to explore the possible non-violent use of civil 
disobedience as an effective means of protesting against nuclear arms. 


12) To encourage persistent and informed prayer for peace. 


The destiny of humanity hangs in the balance. The choice between life and 
death is before us. But we do not lose hope. Our hope is in the Risen Lord, 
the Lord of Life, who has overcome death by his own death. We shall not be 
daunted by the might of the mighty. The immensity of the issues will not 
immobilise us. We will not despair. We will pray and act, in faith, hope, 
and love. 
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ECUTEXT: ‘Letter from CLAI to [US] NCC" EPS 83.05.15 


The following ts excerpted from a letter sent last month by the leadership of 
the Latin Amertcan Counetl of Churches (CLAI) to the president and general 
secretary of the [US] Nattonal Counctl of Churches. 


...As Latin Americans, we cannot hide our rejection of the thesis held by the 
Reagan Administration, which pretends to reduce the existing unrest, tensions 
and struggles given throughout the whole Central American isthmus, to a confron- 
tation between the Soviet Union and the United States, when in reality this is 
but the culmination of a long and painful process of exploitation and oppression 
of these countries, usually through military regimes which at that moment have 


counted on your government's indispensable support, on your economy and on your 
armed forces. 


At this moment, the sharpening of a social, political and economic crisis - which 
cannot endure partial corrections, but that demands deep structural changes - 
cannot be hidden or resolved through deceit, nor through a second edition of the 
sad "big-stick" policy. Sooner or later the truth will emerge and justice will 


be carried out in accordance to the prophetic annunciation: "And I will make 
justice the line and righteousness the plummet; and hail will sweep away the 
refuge of lies, and waters will overwhelm the shelter." (Isaiah 28:17) 


Neither the unhideable interferences from your present governors in Panama, nor 
the attempted manipulation of the weak Costa Rican government; nor the growing 
transformation of Honduras into a military fortress and base for possible aggres- 
sions; nor the attempts, already clearly denounced (even within your own borders) 
of the de-stabilization of the Nicaraguan government, to which all the people in 
Latin America look to with profound empathy and as a hopeful sign; nor the open 
intervention in El Salvador in backing up a corrupt and inhuman regime; nor the 
Support to the present military regime in Guatemala, whose crimes, especially in 
regards to the indigenous farmer population, which has gone beyond the limits of 
astonishment and indignation; can put a stop to the process of liberation and 
transformation that these countries have a right to, in the same way as your 
people did when they shook off the English colonialist yoke, or when your black 
population, under Lincoln's visionary and bold leadership, achieved an end to the 
aberration of the slavery system. 


Dear brethren, many of the churches which now form CLAI were born as the result 

of the missionary work your churches began in our continent. Now, at a different 
moment in history, we turn to you affectionately, but firmly, that if your words, 
your vote, your actions don't contribute quickly to change the course of oppres- 
sive, militaristic and dishonest policies of your governors, it will not be long 
before Latin America rises as one, even in spite of the nuclear threat that world 
powers hold over poorer and weaker countries, to defend its right to independence 


to justice, to the life and peace which we have dreamt of and for which our 
patriots fought for... 


We are aware that for many of you this delicate and complex situation in Central 
America (confused even more by the official propaganda apparatus and misdirected 
action of some mass media organisations) seems unknown and incomprehensible. 

But in these cases, it is our duty as Christians to obtain correct information 
and to find those who can give truthful and disinterested witness of the facts, 
so that we may not sin of being naive or indifferent. Our Latin American 
Council of Churches and the churches and organisations of Central American 
countries which belong to it, are at your service to provide the necessary 
elements to orient your reflections and decisions... 
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ECUVIEW: “Church Statements on International Affairs" EPS 83.05.16 


The following ts excerpted from the director's introduction to a newly released 
eolleectton of reports (1979-82) from the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affatrs, a sub-untt of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
CCIA director ts Ntnan Koshy. The collection, "The Churches in Internattonal 
Affatrs", ts avatlable on request to the sub-untt. 


The collection in this volume also includes some statements or representations 
to governments which were not made public at that time. This shows part of the 
problem. The concern of the WCC in international affairs is expressed through 
a variety of forms. Various types of action are undertaken. Public statement 
is only one form of action. Each major political development, each conflict 
tends to affect the life and witness of churches in one or more nation and 
therefore is of interest to the fellowship of the churches. Such situations 
are monitored and carefully analysed. Such analysis is sometimes used only 
internally in the WCC but is in many cases shared with the wider constituency. 


Delegations are sent to churches in critical Situations and discussions are 
carried on with governments. Confidential representations are made to some 
governments. It may be pointed out here that in some cases governments are 
responsive to confidential representations rather than to public protests or 
appeals. There are pastoral visits to churches in difficult Situations and 
actions of support to and solidarity with groups. It is in this context of a 
wide variety of possible forms of action that public statements are made where 
they are deemed to be necessary and effective... 


1) areas and issues in which the WCC has direct involvement and 
long-standing commitment; 

a5 emerging issues of international concern to which the attention 
of the churches should be called for action; 

3) critical and developing political situations which demand the 
WCC to make known its judgement and lend its spiritual and moral 
voice; Pee 

4) expectations from the member churches that the WCC should speak; 

5) to set the policy and mandate for the WCC secretariat. 


-..It is evident that it is not possible to make hard and fast rules and that 

a judgement has to be made taking into account the appropriateness of a state- 
ment as against other courses of action. Perhaps it should be stressed that 
apparent silence on the part of the WCC does not necessarily mean lack of action. 


There may be certain situations where no action is deemed necessary and therefore 
Silence maintained. But most often "silence" means either a non-public form of 
action - which may be made public at an appropriate time later - or waiting for 
an appropriate time to take suitable action. Such "silence" can be explained in 
retrospect and it appears that it may be useful to do so in some instances... 


The question is raised often as to what impact if any has the WCC through its 
public statements on the international System. It is difficult to answer this 
question. The involvement of the WCC in international affairs, through the 
variety of forms indicated, is both an attempt to maintain and promote the fellow- 
Ship of the churches and to bear witness in the realm of nations. Therefore, any 
assessment of its impact is not easy. Qne can cite instances where an action of 
the WCC may have directly influenced the decision of a government or an inter- 
governmental organisation. But the WCC is extremely cautious about making any 
Such claims. International decisions are the result of a complicated process 


and it is practically impossible to estimate correctly just how much or how little 


€ach group participating in the general discussion has contributed. Moreover very 
few governments would concede that their actions are the result of pressures or 
representations from outside... 
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ECUVIEW: "Vietnam Observations" EPS: 83..0504¢ 


The followtng general observations on the church/state sttuatton in Vietnam 
are by Helmut Reuschle, matertal atd secretary at the World Counctl of Churches. 
He last vtstted Vietnam tn December. 


While at present the church/state relationship in Vietnam seems to be strained 
(especially with regard to the Roman Catholic Church), the cooperation between 
the authorities and the Protestant..Church of Northern Vietnam is satisfactory. 
For the latter, it is a matter of great encouragement to be able to rebuild 
and restore their buildings, many of which suffered heavy damage during the 


war, or which have simply fallen into disrepair due to ern permanent shortage 
of money and materials. 


In view of the high cost of building materials in Vietnam, one should explore, 
possibly during a next visit, to what extent items -such as cement could better 
be imported. My investigations indicate that would still prove considerably 
less expensive even including sea freight charges. It also appears desirable 
that a visit should be made, together with Vietnam church representatives, to 
all or most of the other churches and church buildings to be repaired, in 
order to get an overview of the damage and requirements and to have an 
opportunity to discuss ways of future cooperation in more detail. 


Over the past few years, the world Christian community has shown its sympathy 
for and solidarity with the Vietnamese people - who have greatly suffered for 
decades and for whom even the present peace is a difficult time - by supporting 
emergency and long-term programmes of various kinds. Now that there is an 
opportunity to also assist the churches in their rebuilding efforts, it would 
seem appropriate that they too receive our continued support. 


EPS 
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June 


The United Presbyterian Church in the USA was formed as a result of a union 
between the Presbyterian Church in the USA and the United Presbyterian Church 
of North America. Leaders of the new church said "the door was open" for 

the Presbyterian Church, US...[The UPC and PCUS are to unite in June 1983 

as The Presbyterian Church (USA).] After examination of UNESCO figures 
alleging that the Bible was only the sixth most widely translated 'author' 
behind Lenin, Verne, Tolstoy, Gorki and Mickey Spillane, representatives of 
the Bible Societies were relieved to announce that their publications had 
been omitted in all but four countries, and that the Bible remained the 

most widely translated 'author'...The submission of a report to presbyteries 
of the [Reformed Presbyterian] Church of Scotland suggesting a system of 
bishops and elders as a first step to unity with the [Anglican] Church of 
England was approved by the CS general assembly...Two pastors and a parish 
worker were sentenced to prison in the German Democratic Republic, one for 
"dealings with the West, disparaging the DDR and general agitation along 

the same lines as Bishop Otto Dibelius"...The National Christian Council of 
Ceylon called upon the nation and "especially all Christians" to work for an 
end to a violent dispute between Tamil and Sinhalese in the country...Showing 
of the film 'Martin Luther' was prevented by the Kenya government...At an 
ecumenical gathering for the reconsecration of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Warsaw, the largest Protestant church in Poland, a conference of non-Roman 
Catholic European churches was planned, to meet in Switzerland in January 1959. 
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AFGHAN REFUGEES IN PAKISTAN 


2947: Children being fed by the Inter-Aid Committee at Badabes 
refugee camp, south of Peshawar. 


2948: Surkhab refugee camp, about 40km. from Quetta. In February 


1980 its population was about 8,000. Now it is estimated 
eM i Oe 040 


2949: Children being fed by the Inter-Aid Committee at Badabes 
refugee camp, south of Peshawar. 


2950: Surkhab refugee camp, about 40km. from Quetta. 
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Badaber Camp, 20 miles south 
Estimated population 35,000. | 
This camp is to be abandoned because cu 
wood for cooking is destroying the fore 
Inter-Aid Committee tent clinic at refu 
camp near Mansehra. IAC provides refug 
medical services for the entire Mansehr 
district, which includes five camps. 
An Inter-Aid Committee medical worker i 
front of the tent clinic at Mansehra ca 
north of Islamabad. 

Children being fed by the Inter-Aid 
Committee at Badabes refugee camp, sout 
of Peshawar. 
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East Europe women meet 


Christian-Jewish relations said strained, not broken 


Closer UK ecumenical collaboration seen 
RC bishops issue nuclear letters 

WCC delegates meet in Panama 

Church team in visit to Marshall Islands 


ECUPOINTS: 


WSCF/Europe changes 

UCC/Disciples union conversations 
Repatriation of Koreans in Saghalien 
Church center of gravity shifts 

El Salvador arrest, protest 

Italian Protestants on holy year 
Ecumenical care for elderly, disabled 
African Christian art festival 
Church computer users network 

Latin American Reformed assembly 
WSCF executive committee meets 
Argentine disappeared 

Confessing Church remembered in Hungary 
New ACC aid priorities 

Brazil aid criteria 

Meeting of UK/Argentine church reps 
Chinese priests sentenced 
African family education conference 
Israeli group, Swedish prize 

CEC presidium meets 

Ethiopian parish in FRG 

CND priest can continue 


ECUVIEWS: 
"Civil religion" 


‘The church and the Australian economic summit" 
"Letter. from New York" 
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EAST EUROPE Ecumenical Press 
WOMEN MEET Service 83.05.19 


KIEV (EPS) - A weeklong conference on "the witness and service of the Christian 
women of the European socialist countries in the ecumenical movement and their 


work for peace, justice, and life" was hosted here last month [20-25 April] by 
the Russian Orthodox Church. 


More than 40 women from Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, GDR, Hungary, Poland, 
Romania, USSR, and Yugoslavia attended the sessions, organised around three 
main topics - "the present threat to the life of humanity," "our responsibility 
inthe church, family, and society" and "are we ready for the sixth assembly of 


the World Council of Churches?" (24 July - 10 August, Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada). 


A communiqué from the group says the Christian understanding of life is 
"closely related to the present situation in which the very survival of our 
planet is in danger from nuclear weapons" which "leads to increased misery 
and poverty, especially in the Third World countries". It adds that "all 
the participants felt that the conference...encouraged and supported their 
commitment and involvement in the struggle to safeguard life on earth and to 
achieve disarmament". 


The document lists several aspects of "responsibilities of Christian women 

in the present situation," among them, "intensive work in our churches con- 
cerning threat to life, disarmament and peace," "education for peace and 
understanding among nations and peoples," starting at an early age, and 

greater contacts among women from East, West and Third World "to reach better 
mutual understanding and information, and be equipped for overcoming prejudices 
and enemy image". 


Besides preparation for the next WCC assembly, the conference was a followup 
to the founding meeting last year in Gwatt, Switzerland, of the Ecumenical 
Forum of European Christian Women [EPS 82.07.04]. Participants here included 
several ordained women. B&rbel von Wartenberg, director of the WCC sub-unit 
on women in church and society, said the meeting shows that "the churches in 
Eastern Europe are responding positively to development and challenges which 
the ecumenical movement generates on the question of women". She noted its 
importance as the first international, ecumenical women's meeting under Russian 
Orthodox auspices. 


EPS 


CHRISTLIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS Ecumenical Press 
SAID STRAINED, NOT BROKEN Service nSonD5e20u 


BOSTON (EPS) - Christian-Jewish relations were strained but not broken by last 
year's events related to Lebanon, representatives of the two faiths agreed in 
a panel discussion here at the seventh National Workshop on Christian-Jewish 
Relations [24-28 April]. 


"Because of a long time of talking together, the churches and the Jewish 
community found their relationship was not shattered despite the differ- 
ences," said panelist Claire Randall, general secretary of the National 
Council of Churches. 


She said that the mainline churches of the NCC had a "stronger reaction" to 
Israel's action in Lebanon than to some previous Middle East events, and 
that "strains" with the Jewish community were created as these churches 
spoke to the US government about the use of US arms by Israel. 


But though some member denominations spoke out strongly, she said, the NCC 
itself decided not to make any statements but instead to hold interfaith 
talks. Another NCC-Jewish meeting was set for the week following the workshop. 


A Jewish panelist, Marc Tanenbaum of the American Jewish Committee, commended 
Randall and NCC president James Armstrong, who, he said, "kept their heads" 
in the midst of heavy pressures from "some liberal Protestants". 


Tanenbaum cited reports of a US denominational leader and a member of the 
World Council of Churches delegation to Lebanon criticizing Israel in language 
drawn from the Naiz holocaust - e.g. Israel allegedly seeking a "final 
solution" of the Palestinian problem. 


"A small group of self-identified enemies of the State of Israel was prepared 
to say the worst, to call Israelis Nazis and talk about genocide," he said, 
adding that Jews have "nothing to discuss" with such critics. 


Tanenbaum said there is also a large body of Christian friends who recognized 
the "need" of Israel to "do something decisive" about the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and he said there is a middle group of "friendly critics" who 
could be accepted because they had previously shown understanding of Israel's 
importance. 


Allan Brockway, secretary for Christian-Jewish dialogue at the World Council 
of Churches, emphasized the diversity in Christian reactions. "The Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches no more speaks for Christians 
everywhere than does the government of Israel for all Jews," he said. 


"For some friends and enemies of Israel, Brockway said, events last year led 

to no change but only a "hardening of their positions", but he said a third 
group were disturbed and frustrated. He said they "find it impossible to 

utter condemnations of Israel" and yet cannot ignore claims of the Palestinians 
to "landed political autonomy". 


He said their problem was "intensified" by having to "explain, justify or 
defend before Jews stances taken, for instance, by their churches or ecumeni- 
cal body with which they can agree only in part, if at all." 


(Tracy Early, EPS New York correspondent) 
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CLOSER UK ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
COLLABORATION SEEN Service 83.05.21 


LONDON (EPS) - Four days of talks in Rome last month by a group of 12 British 
church leaders from both the British Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic 
church in Britain have paved the way for closer collaboration between then, 
according to a statement issued on their return. The group went to Rome 
following the pope's invitation to representatives of the British churches 
when he met them at Canterbury a year ago. 


The group was composed of five Roman Catholics (including three bishops) and 
seven BCC representatives (including BCC General Secretary Philip Morgan, 
Durham Anglican Bishop John Habgood, and Scottish Episcopal Church Primus 
Rbastaiyr Hageart).: 


"I hope that your experience of these few days in Rome will contribute... to 
a closer collaboration in your own countries, a collaboration that will have 
its effects elsewhere too," they were told by Pope John Paul II at the con- 
clusion of his address to them. The Pope also reminded them that "work for 
Christian unity has an undeniable and irreplaceable local quality...but must 
at the same time look to the whole oikumene". 


Morgan said on his return: "It was extremely valuable to experience both the 
universality and the sense of continuity to be found in Rome." The group 
came away with a far better understanding of the way Rome works, of the 
relationships between Rome and local bishops' conferences, and of the 
dialogue that goes on inside the curia, which they discovered was far from 
the monolith many imagine it to be. 


Among other things they discovered that "local episcopal conferences have 
far more freedom to act than we_had hitherto realized". In this way the 
visit to Rome is expected to contribute significantly to efforts to work out 
what kind of closer collaboration is possible between the BCC and the 
island's two conferences of RC bishops (England and Wales, and Scotland). 


In England and Wales Catholic membership of the BCC has been under discussion 
Since 1972. The latest development was the invitation by the Bishops' 
Conference of England and Wales last November to the other church leaders to 
join them in a formal conference which could among other things consider the 
reservations the Catholic bishops have at present about full BCC membership, 
on which they have had observer status since 1967. A joint statement on this 
question from church leaders was expected this month. 


(Robert Nowell, EPS London correspondent) 
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RC BISHOPS ISSUE Ecumenical Press 
NUCLEAR LETTERS Service 83.05.22 


GENEVA (EPS) - The Roman Catholic bishops of several countries have issued 
statements on nuclear war. 


In Chicago this month [3 May], US RC bishops overwhelmingly (238-9) ratified 
a revised third draft of a pastoral letter on "The Challenge of Peace: God's 
Promise and Our Response". Speaking "as pastors, not politicians," the 
bishops say that "good ends, defending one's country, protecting freedom, 
etc. cannot justify immoral means, the use of weapons which kill indiscrimi- 
nately and threaten whole societies. We feel that our world and nation are 
headed in the wrong direction." 


The statement was nearly two years in preparation, by a five-bishop drafting 
committee. Earlier drafts drew objections from representatives of the US 
government. They pronounced the final version better from their point of 
view, though it still takes positions contrary to those of the current US 
administration. . 


"The first imperative," the bishops say, "is to prevent any use of nuclear 


weapons and our hope [is] that leaders will resist the notion that nuclear 
conflict can be limited, contained, or won in any traditional sense.'' Ruling 
out first use of nuclear weapons, they say they are "highly skeptical about 
the morality of fighting a limited nuclear war". 


The bishops urge a "halt" in production and development of new nuclear 
weapons. They voice "strictly conditioned" acceptance of nuclear deterrents 
if linked to serious arms reduction talks. They say they cannot imagine a 
situation in which nuclear retaliation could be justified. 


They observe that aspects of the nuclear policies of the Soviet Union and 
the US fail to meet the standards of the traditional Christian "just war" 
test. Affirming such a philosophy, the bishops also endorse the right of 
conscientious objection to military service and the right of individual 
Roman Catholics to be pacifists. 


From Bonn, on the eve of the US bishops' vote, the West Germany's 68 RC 
bishops issued their own 70-page text on the subject. It does not condemn 
first-use of nuclear weapons and suggests three criteria by which nuclear 
deterrence could be justified - that it does not make nuclear war more 
probable, that it is connected with reduction of arms to the lowest possible 
level, and that it facilitates mutual arms control and disarmament. 


"The intention of preventing war with all one's strength must become credible 
by virtue of the choice of the whole range of arms," the FRG bishops say. 
"The methods chosen to pursue one's security policy should be measured in 
terms of the goal of preventing war." The bishops' text was applauded by 
representatives of the country's three major political groupings, Christian 
Democratic, Social Democratic, and Green. 


From Budapest, Hungary's RC bishops praise the US bishops' position. In 
their pastoral letter, they "solemnly call: Stop the death-dealing weapons 
and rearmament." Other RC hierarchies which have spoken on the nuclear war 
question in recent months include those in GDR, Austria, France and England 
and Wales. The Dutch bishops are preparing a statement. 
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WCC DELEGATES Ecumenical Press 
MEET IN PANAMA Service 83.05.23 


PANAMA (EPS) - Meeting here for a week last month [11-16 April], Latin American 
delegates and advisors to the next World Council of Churches assembly (24 July- 
10 August, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada), sent several messages to 
Christians in different countries in the hemisphere. 


Writing to the US church, the approximately 50 meeting participants speak of 
their "deep sorrow'' because of the "constant attacks by oppressive forces that 
are encouraged and supported by the United States government [which] constantly 
thwart the desire of the poor people in Guatemala, El Salvador, and Nicaragua 
to live peacefully and obtain better living conditions". 


The letter then asks US Christians to, among other things, "organize prayer 
vigils for peace with justice for Central America," “obtain and share truthful 
information on events in the region," "increase pressure" on the US government 
to “desist from their destabilization policy towards Nicaragua and from their 
tactical and military support for the governments of El Salvador and Guatemala," 
and aid churches in the region and refugees from the region in the US. 


A letter to the Evangelical churches in Nicaragua referred to that country 
"menaced by groups which support the former regime, and by international 
economic interests". A telegram to Guatemalan leader Efrain Rios Montt urged 
that the lives of six persons condemned to death (including two Reformed 
pastors) be spared. 


Besides preparations for the assembly, agenda of the meeting concentrated on 
the Central American situation and Evangelical/Roman Catholic relations. The 
Roman Catholic nun who preached at the opening service observed that while 
relations at the official or world level may be in a holding pattern, grass- 
roots ecumenism is flourishing. 
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CHURCH TEAM IN VISIT Ecumenical Press 
TO MARSHALL ISLANDS Service 83.05.24 


GENEVA (EPS) - In conjunction with the Pacific Conference of Churches and the 
[US] National Council of Churches, the World Council of Churches is sending a 
five-person delegation to the Marshall Islands to assess the residual radiation 
problem as an environmental and health hazard and to study the social and human 
cost of the US military presence there. 


The islands are part of the US trust territory of Micronesia in the Pacific 
Ocean. Hosting the delegation, whose trip is scheduled 20 May - 4 June, are 
the islands' Roman Catholic and United churches. The visiting group includes 
Kara Cole, administrative secretary of the [US] Friends United Meeting; PCC 
General Secretary Baiteke Nabetari; Thomas Cochran, senior staff scientist 
with the Natural. Resources Defense Council (Washington); David Williams, 
formerly on the PCC staff and to begin work with the NCC in July; and an 
expert in public health matters to be announced. The group's report is 
expected to be ready for the WCC assembly beginning 24 July in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada. 


Two other objectives of the group are to "consult with the Marshallese churches 
on actions...they may wish to propose" and to "explore with the churches in the 
context of the WCC's standing concerns for peace and disarmament, long-term 
strategies for mobilizing the commitment of the churches around the world on 
these issues". 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS 83.05.25-29 


83.05.25. WSCF/EUROPE CHANGES: Two Europe co-secretaries have been appointed 
by the World Student Christian Federation. Both Inger Lise Olsen and Geir 
Skeie are Norwegian. Olsen is a teacher, Skeie a pastor. Each is to work for 
WSCF half-time, effective 1 September, shortly after the WSCF regional office 
moves from Geneva to Uppsala. The two succeed Alastair and Fional Hulbert. 


83.05.26. UCC/DISCIPLES UNION CONVERSATIONS: The steering committee on union 
conversations between two US denominations - United Church of Christ and 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) - has suggested that a union of the two 
might be achieved through "shared life', elements of which could include ease 
in membership transfer, mutual theological inquiry, ordained ministers rostered 
in both denominations, regular occasions of joint worship, and cooperative 
mission projects. The committee proposed that the 1985 central assemblies of 
the two vote only on the "desirability" of uniting into a single body, leaving 
details to be worked out gradually according to the principles of "shared life". 


83.05.27. REPATRIATION OF KOREANS IN SAGHALIEN: A group of 130 women repre- 
senting families of Koreans living in a part of Japan that passed to Soviet 
control following World War 2 (Sarafuto/Saghalien), visited the World Council 
of Churches and other Geneva-based organisations last month to press their 
case that the elderly Koreans there be allowed to return to Korea. The women 
estimate that there are about 7,000 Koreans in the area "still hoping to come 
back home'’. Bottleneck is said to be the Japanese government's unwillingness 
to assume responsibility for the group, which lost its Japanese citizenship 
after the war. The USSR is said to be willing to allow them to "return home 
by way of Japan". 


83.05.28. CHURCH CENTER OF GRAVITY SHIFTS: Lutheran World Federation Church 
Cooperation Director Risto Lehtonen says Lutheranism has not recognized 
sufficiently that Christianity's "center of gravity" is shifting from Europe 
and North America to the Third World. Also, in terms of response to urbani- 
sation, he observed that it is "difficult to avoid the impression that 
Lutheran churches are vastly behind the changes that affect them". Lehtonen 
made his comments in a report to the annual meeting last month, in Argentina, 
of the LWF commission he directs. 


83.05.29. EL SALVADOR ARREST, PROTEST: The arrest and detention of a 
Lutheran pastor and a Lutheran social service agency doctor in San Salvador 
last month [27 April] triggered protests from a variety of church sources, 
including one from Director Ninan Koshy of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, part of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
The pastor, Medardo Gomez, was released three days later. The doctor, Angel 
Ibarra, was still reported in custody as of 2 May. The two are leaders of a 
camp aiding about 1,000 persons, mostly women and children, who are victims 
of the country's civil war. Information reaching the WCC Latin American 
human rights resources office [6 May] indicates that Ibarra is in poor 
physical condition following torture, and has asked for but not been given 
medical attention. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS’ 83.05.30-35 


83.05.30. ITALIAN PROTESTANTS ON HOLY YEAR: The Federation of Evangelical 
Churches in Italy has reiterated disapproval of the Roman Catholic holy vear 
underway since the end of March. Its news service said last month [20 

April] that "the public and publicized celebrations hide the Christ, rather 
than announcing him". It also faulted the Roman Catholic approach to the 
"Catholic sacramental institution of repentance" in its report on a Federation 
critique of the year. 


83.05.31. ECUMENICAL CARE FOR ELDERLY, DISABLED: A US foundation, Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation of Princeton, New Jersey, has announced a US$ 2.25 
million grant to assist volunteers from local ecumenical coalitions of churches 
and synagogues in caring for elderly and disabled individuals at risk of 
institutionalization. Up to 15 ecumenical coalitions are to receive three- 
year grants of US$ 150,000 each for model projects in an "interfaith volunteer 
caregivers program". 


83.05.32. AFRICAN CHRISTIAN ART FESTIVAL: An estimated 150 representatives 
from member denominations of the All Africa Conference of Churches participated 
in a weeklong African Christian art festival in Nairobi. Opening the confer-. 
ence, Kenyan Vice President Mwai Kibaki urged the AACC to encourage Africani- 
sation of the church. Festival purpose was to encourage use of African 
indigenous expressions of Christianity in various aspects of church life, 
including liturgy, music, and drama. 


83.05.33. CHURCH COMPUTER USERS NETWORK: An ecumenical Church Computer Users 
Network held its first national meeting last month in Dallas, Texas, US. 

Begun under Methodist auspices, it also attracted Anglican, Lutheran, and 
Reformed interest. Methodist president of the group, Kenneth Beddell, told 
the session that "the computer has become a model for the all-knowing God, a 
new idol. We must de-idolize it."' He warned against "computerphobia" because 
while they are "not the salvation of the church...neither are they something 
to be avoided." 


83.05.34. LATIN AMERICAN REFORMED ASSEMBLY: Representatives of nine Latin 
American Presbyterian and other Reformed denominations met last month in 
Bogota, Colombia, as the assembly of the Association of Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches in Latin America (AIPRAL). An announcement from the group 
said "Reformed identity and church mission in Latin America" were highlighted 
during the weeklong gathering [12-17 April]. The group plans a consultation 
next year in Mexico on gospel witness today. 


83.05.35. WSCF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS: The 15-member executive committee 
of the World Student Christian Federation met in Geneva last month for its 
annual meeting. It approved both a WSCF leadership training institute (to 
begin in 1984) and a women's fund to promote and facilitate women's activities 
at the national and regional level. Among other reflections in the statement 
issued after the group met is that "WSCF/church relations should be set up so 
that the dialogue between fresh insights and institutional realities can take 
place in the most open and effective manner." 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS 83.05.36-40 


83.05.36. ARGENTINE DISAPPEARED: The Vatican newspaper Observatore Romano 
has expressed "great sadness...severe objection which surges from the human 
conscience" at an Argentine government statement that thousands of people 
who disappeared during the 1970s should be considered dead, and efforts to 
find them stopped. . 


83.05.37. CONFESSING CHURCH REMEMBERED IN HUNGARY: Speaking to a theological 
symposium held last month in Hungary to commemorate the anniversary of the 
German Confessing Church, Hungarian Reformed Bishop Tibor Bartha quoted from 
theologian Karl Barth to liken the struggle against Naziism to that against 
nuclear weapons as an issue which calls for resolute church action. Also 
present for the meeting were three retired German church leaders active in 

the Confessing Church, a group which refused to follow the line of the state- 
dominated Evangelical Church during the Hitler era. 


83.05.38. NEW ACC AID PRIORITIES: The Australian Council of Churches has 
announced new aid priorities, including preference for projects which help 
oppressed people to become self-reliant or alleviate effects of humanly 
caused disasters. Other new priorities mean a clearer focus on the Pacific 
and Southeast Asia (because of Australia's geographic and historic links with 
those two regions) and in particular areas (such as the Middle East) where 
Australia has strong ethnic or other ties. The World Christian Action 
division of the ACC allocated about A$ 3.5 million for its work last year. | 
The new policy is meant to "take injustice far more seriously" according to 
division director Ron O'Grady, and means there will normally be a higher 
priority to helping victims of war or systematic civil rights abuses than 
those affected by an earthquake or flood. 


83.05.39. BRAZIL AID CRITERIA: Pastors and other leaders of the Evangelical 
Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil decided during a weeklong meeting 
last month [13-17 April] in Florianopolis that the denomination would only 
approve overseas aid for development projects which aim at more social justice. 


They also suggested priorities for projects related to rural, urban, and Indian 
concerns. 


83.05.40. MEETING OF UK/ARGENTINE CHURCH REPS: It is hoped that a meeting of 
up to five church representatives each from Argentina and the UK might take 
place next month in Rio de Janeiro. So reported British Council of Churches 
General Secretary Philip Morgan last month after meetings in Uruguay with 
Argentine church leaders. Morgan had planned to meet them in Argentina, but 
Argentine authorities denied him a visa. The June meeting, the BCC reports, 
would allow the leaders to share differing perceptions of the situation in 
the wake of the UK/ Argentine military conflict in 1982 over the Falklands/ 
Malvinas. It would also identify questions requiring answers, put these in 
an order of priority, and "consider what process jointly, in our separate 
countries and in association with the WCC should be set up to deal with this 
future agenda". 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS 83.05.41-46 


83.05.41. CHINESE PRIESTS SENTENCED: The Paris newspaper Le Monde reports 
that two Chinese Roman Catholic priests, Vincent Chu, 67, and Joseph Chen, /5, 
received 15-year and 11-year sentences for "contacts with foreigners endanger- 
ing the security of the state," "spreading rumours," and inciting conflicts 
among the people." The two Jesuits had previously served sentences in connec— 
tion with their religious activity, but were freed in September 1979. 


83.05.42. AFRICAN FAMILY EDUCATION CONFERENCE: About three dozen church 
delegates from Ghana, Zaire, Kenya, Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone, Cameroon, 
Uganda, and Senegambia met for a week in April at a Yaoundé (Cameroon) 
monastery to discuss family life and education in Africa. Among topics on 
the group's agenda were socio-economic factors which affect family life on 
the continent, contraception and fertility among youth, and relationships 
between men and women. The group called for increased attention to family 
education and a continent-wide conference on human rights. 


83.05.43. ISRAELI GROUP, SWEDISH PRIZE: Swedish Free Church Aid has awarded 
its "peace prize" for 1983 to the Committee Against the War in Lebanon, an 
Israeli group founded in June 1982 to oppose that country's military inter- 
vention in Lebanon. 


83.05.44. CEC PRESIDIUM MEETS: The annual joint meeting [14-16 April, 
Oxford, England] of the presidium and advisory committee of the Geneva-based 
Conference of European Churches has decided to postpone CEC's next assembly 
for a year, until September 1986, at Stirling University in Scotland. 
According to a CEC announcement, postponement was required because of the 
"need for time to clarify the outlines of the new form of the assembly, to 
make adequate preparations, and also to try to raise more financial 
resources". In addition, "other programmes and activities of...CEC were 
examined, with a view to adapting them to the serious financial difficulties 
facing the organisation". Confirmed were continuation of the Churches’ 
Human Rights Programme for the Implementation of the Helsinki Final Act 
through August 1985 and arrangements for the Third European Ecumenical 
Encounter (organised jointly with the continent's Roman Catholic bishops), 
to take place in September 1984 in Riva del Garda, Italy. The Methodist 
Church of Finland (Swedish Section) became CEC's 117th member. 


83.05.45. ETHIOPIAN PARISH IN FRG: The first Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox 
parish in the FRG was scheduled to be dedicated by Archbishop Elias of 
Djibouti in mid-May [14-15]. Located in Cologne in a building made available 
by the regional Lutheran church, it is to serve the estimated 7,000 Ethiopians 
in the country, whose numbers have grown considerably in recent years. 


83.05.46. CND PRIEST CAN CONTINUE: The Roman Catholic priest who has been 
general secretary of the [British] Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament since 
1980 has been allowed by his bishop to continue in the post. However, 
Westminster Archbishop Basil Hume says he has "serious misgivings" about the 
situation and is keeping it under review, and that permission for Bruce Kent 
to serve could be withdrawn "should political aspects of CND develop further 
and become predominant in this work". 
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ECUVIEW: "Civil Religion" EPS 83.05.47 


The followtng ts excerpted from a presentatton by Bela Harmatt, secretary for 
soctal systems at the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation. Harmatt was 
addressing an LWF semtnar last month on "etvtl reltgton", whtch he defined as 
a "complex reltgtous phenomenon, a certatn tdeology, tn every soctety wtthin 
and under alongstde of and rather clearly dtfferenttated from the churches 
and reltgtons". 


"Civil religion is the inscription on the American dollar, ‘In God we Trust", 
the general feeling that the USA is the promised land, the new Israel, the 
religious symbols in the addresses of the presidents, the national flag in 
the church, the Thanksgiving Day, Lincoln Day, Veterans Day, etc." 


"Civil religion is the Christmas celebration with the 'Stille Nacht' ('Silent 
Night')in Germany and other parts of Europe, the St. Lucia Day in Sweden 

with 'gloeg', candles and carols, the nationalistic elements in the state 
churches and nationwide churches (Scandinavia, Britain, Poland, etc.)." 


"Civil religion is the official state ideology in Indonesia, the Pancasila 
(five pillars). Its five basic principles are as follows: 1) belief in 
the one supreme God, 2) just and civilized humanity, 3) the unity of 
Indonesia, 4) democracy led by the wisdom of deliberations among represen- 
tatives and, 5) social justice for all people." 


"In the socialist states civil religion is represented by socialist rituals - 
to give names to children, to celebrate weddings, to conduct funeral services, 
to propagate a belief in development, technology or in the power of social 
structures. Just this year in the German Democratic Republic, civil religion 
is the socialist interpretation of Luther as a German hero and pioneer of 
socialism." 


"Civil religion is embodied in some national anthems: 


New Zealand = "God of nations, at thy feet, in the bonds 
of love we meet...God defend New Zealand!' 


Liberia - "Long live Liberia, happy land, a home of 
glorious liberty, by God's command!' 
Iceland = "God of our land, our country's God } 


Hungary = "God, bless the Hungarians...‘ 
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ECUVIEW: ''The Church and the Australian Economic Summit" EPS 83.05.48 


The following reflectton on Australia's National Economie Sumntt Conference 
[EPS 83.04. 76] was prepared by Australtan Counctl of Churches General Secretary 
Jean Skuse, one of the two Australtan church representatives tnvtted to 
parttetpate. 


The holding of the National Economic Summit Conference has been described as 
one of the most important events in Australia since Federation. It was appro- 
priate for the Church to be invited to be represented, as observers, on such a 
Significant occasion. 


Political commentators, economic analysts, financial editors have given the 
occasion the attention and scrutiny it deserved. My remarks, therefore, will 
be confined to reflections which, hopefully, will be of particular interest to 
the Christian community. 


So many words have been written already about this unprecedented Conference. 


| 
| The concepts of reconciliation and consensus are consonant with Christian 
|} values. Open government is to be applauded. People are able to make 

| responsible decisions when information is shared. 


The bringing together of different, often competing, interest groups, the 

process of consensus decision-making, the frank discussion of conflicting 

| points of view offer a style of operating which is commendable. The euphoric 
words used to describe the mood of the Conference were not exaggerations. The 
informalities, use of first names, ready acceptance of one another as equal 

| participants broke down barriers often experienced between such diverse groups. 


Big business, government and the unions were the key actors in the Summit. 

There was an unprecedented exchange and a readiness to listen by top leaders 

in these three groupings. Appropriate perhaps, for this time, but nevertheless 
a promotion of this tripartite system of power has its dangers. It leaves un- 
represented a large sector of Australian society - consumers, welfare recipients, 
Aborigines, young people, women unemployed and community organisations... 


Any listener to the debates or reader of the documents could be excused for 
assuming that the achievement of the goal of sustained economic growth will 
bring the good life and lasting happiness for all Australians. This was not 

a Conference for the dreamers, the visionaries, the idealists. The submission 
by the Australian Council of Churches was perhaps the only one which addressed 
the question of the kind of society we might envisage, where all may live with 
dignity and in harmony with one another. 


It was left to the churches, too, to raise the question of our just relation- 
ships to developing countries, in particular to Asia and the Pacific. Apart 
from a suggestion by one speaker that Australian aid be tied to the purchase 
of Australia-made products, references to other countries in the region were 
confined to conflicting views on protection, tariffs and dumping. The final 
Communiqué reflects our isolationism. 


In his closing remarks to the Conference, the Prime Minister assured the par- 
ticipants that leaders in this Government would be available for consultation 
with, and ready to receive advice from, the community. He acknowledged that 
experience and information gained at that level needed to be fed into the 
political decision-making processes. This presents new opportunities and 
challenges for the churches. There are many areas in the lives of Australian 
citizens, particularly in the area of concern for the most disadvantaged and 
powerless groups, in which the churches will be able to make a significant 
contribution. Such approaches need to be coordinated lest we be seen to be 
one more group lobbying for our own sectional interests. 
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EPS 83.05.49 
ECUVIEW: "Letter from New York" eee 
Christians should join not only with other Christians across denominational 
lines but also with believers of other religions and even non-believers in 
work for peace and justice, Archbishop Helder Camara of Brazil told audiences 
here during a visit 16-18 April. He came here from Japan, where he was the 
first recipient of a new peace prize awarded by a Buddhist group, Rissho Kosei 
Kai. In New York, Dom Helder preached at the Riverside Church, which was 
beginning its fifth annual disarmament conference, and addressed a UN group 
that was marking the 20th anniversary of ‘Pacem in Terris". 


John XXIII's encyclical was also commemorated by a week-long peace conference 
held here by a Roman Catholic college, Manhattan. Speakers included Bryan 
Hehir, chief aide to the committee of US Catholic bishops drafting a pastoral 
letter on war and peace. He denied reports that they were Significantly 
influenced by the Reagan administration in making revisions, though he said 
the latest draft quoted new administration statements on nuclear deterrence. 
He said committee members were revising in accordance with requests of fellow 
bishops for a broader scriptural base and of Vatican officials for a clearer 
distinction between basic principles and judgements on current issues. 


Cautioning that it is too early for firm conclusions, church officials here 

Say the ability of the National Council of Churches and its member denomina- 
tions to raise mission funds seems little if any damaged by recent attacks on 
fund use in Reader's Digest and the TV program, "60 Minutes". William Thompson, 
Stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church and chairperson of the NCC's 
relief and development arm, Church World Service, says evidence that contri- 
butors have been alienated is slight, and many letters affirm “our concept of 
mission". 


Russian Orthodox Patriarch Pimen of Moscow has intervened in the American 
political debate with an open letter to President Reagan, defending the Soviet 
Union against charges made 8 March in a speech to the National Association of 
Evangelicals. Filling two columns of purchased space, which costs $7,122, the 
letter appeared in The New York Times on Sunday, 3 April. Reagan, justifying 
a strategy of "peace through strength", described the Soviet leadership as 
"the focus of evil in the modern world". 


Pimen responded, "It is with bitterness and grief in my heart that I read your 
belligerent calls which sow the seeds of hatred and hostility against my 
motherland and threaten peace all over the world." He also commented, "The 
position of many believers in the USA with regard to problems of war and peace 
give us encouraging support in our efforts." 


The Moscow Patriarchate still has the original Russian cathedral in New York, 
St. Nicholas, and exercises jurisdiction over a number of parishes. These 
"Patriarchal Parishes" constitute one of the NCC's 32 member bodies, and the 
NCC also conducts a dialogue program with Soviet churches. But communication 
apparently remains limited. NCC officials read Pimen's letter with surprise 
and dismay. Not only could it bring a backlash of patriotic support for 
Reagan, but the embrace of Reagan's US critics lent credence to his contention 
that they are dupes of Moscow. On 8 April, NCC General Secretary Claire 
Randall sent Pimen--and released to the press-~a telegram expressing "regret" 
at the lack of consultation. Ina telephone interview ten days later, a New 
York representative of the Patriarch, Archpriest Lev Makno, whose name was on 
the published letter under Pimen's, said he had been told nothing about the 
telegram. But several letters Supporting Pimen had come in, he said. 


(Tracy Early - EPS New York correspondent) 
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SHOPTALK: 


a) In response to requests, titles for Eecupotnts are now longer 
(and thus, we hope, more helpful). 


b) Our WCC colleague Montque McClellan, producer of Intervox, a 
monthly audto feature servtce tn French and Engltsh, announces 
a 40-minute cassette of the Btble study by South Afrtcan Reformed 
theologtan Allan Boesak at last month's Chrtsttan World Conference 
on Life and Peace tn Uppsala. Write Intervox, WCC, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


ec) A spectal EPS tssue contatntng mostly matertal related to the 
upeomtng WCC assembly (24 July-10 August, Vancouver, Brittsh 
Columbta, Canada) ts scheduled to be sent you tn about two weeks. 


d) Next month, the Presbytertan Church tn the US and the Untted 
Presbytertan Church tn the USA untte tnto the Presbytertan 
Church (USA). The reunton wtll thus change the total of 
member churches of the World Counetl of Churches from 301 
to 800. Stmtlarly, the ftgure for member denomtnattons of 
the /US/ Nattonal Counetl of Churches wtll change, from 32 to 31. 


e) The consultation on "Christian presence and witness in the Middle 
East" whtch met tn Geneva 14-19 May /EPS 83.05.75/ was expected 


to produce a press communtqué. A report on the meeting ts planned 
for the next EPS. 


Thomas Hartley Dorrts 
Edttor 


WORLD YWCA ELECTS Ecumenical Press 
NEW GENERAL SECY. Service &3.05.50 


ANNECY, France (EPS) - Ruth Sovik has been elected general secretary of the 
World YWCA. Associate general secretary since 1980, she was chosen by the 

organisation's executive committee at its annual meeting, here [3-10 May]. 

Sovik has been acting general secretary since the resignation of her prede- 
cessor, Erica Brodie, last year. Before going to the World Y, she worked as 
a mission and evangelism executive and editor at the World Council of Churches. 
Both organisations are headquartered in Geneva. 


Also at its meeting, the 20-member committee heard from some of the 19 YWCA 
representatives from 14 countries who returned 2 May from a two-week trip to 
Beirut, Amman and Jerusalem, where they met YWCA members and a variety of 
people whose lives had been affected by conflict in the region. The trip, 

a "Middle East encounter in search for peace and justice", climaxed a year- 
long process of education about the Middle East in dozens of local and 
national YWCAs around the world. 


While disclaiming any desire to "judge" the situation, the group, made up of 
both Christians and Jews, suggested a number of "steps for peace" in the 
Middle East. These include recognition of the Palestinian Liberation Organi- 
Sation as the sole representative of the Palestinian people, recognition of 
Israel by the Arab states and the PLO, a halt to Israeli settlement in the 
West Bank, establishment of a Palestinian state in the occupied territories 
and withdrawal of all military forces from Lebanon. 


Sovik called the encounter the "first step in a process", and part of a 
"concerted effort to make a coordinated YWCA response to a huge, complicated 
world issue". She said the subject would be among the organisation's 
priorities in the months and years ahead. 


The committee also heard a progress report on its Primary Health Care Pro- 
gramme, launched a year ago to involve YWCA women in community disease 
prevention and health maintenance efforts. A Caribbean health coordinator 
appointed last July has stimulated health education and other activities in 
half a dozen Caribbean associations. Additional health coordinators have 
been appointed for the Asian and African regions. 


In another action, the committee sent a telegram to Malawi President Hastings 
Kamuzu Banda expressing "shock" at the death sentences recently imposed on 
opposition figure Orton Chirwa and his wife, Vera, a YWCA leader. YWCAs 
around the world have appealed for a fair trial for the couple since their 
alleged abduction from exile in Zambia by Malawi forces in 1981. 


The committee completed planning for the quadrennial World Council of the 
World YWCA, in Singapore in November. An estimated 500 delegates and others 
from the 84 national associations of the organisation are to take part in 
the two-week policy-making meeting. 
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CHRISTILAN-JEWISH WORKSHOP Ecumenical Press - 
MEETS ON 'NEXT GENERATION' Service 83.05.51 


BOSTON (EPS) - Despite severe tensions between sectors of the Christian and 
Jewish communities over Middle East events of the past year, officials of the 
Seventh National Workshop on Christian-Jewish Relations [held here 24-28 
April] reported an all-time record registration of 970. 


Planners of the event chose ''The Next Generation of Christian-Jewish Relations" 
as its theme. And though the mood was generally hopeful, a widespread percep- 
tion that the Christian-Jewish dialogue movement needs to take new directions 
was evident both in the program itself and in comments of participants. 


In keeping with the "next generation" outlook, an effort was made to secure 
attendance of seminarians, and about 30 were present. But Kathleen Perez, a 
Roman Catholic attending Weston School of Theology in Cambridge, Mass., said 
at the concluding session that they had not really felt fully included. 


Herman Blumberg, New England director of the American Jewish Committee and a 
key organiser of the event, compared Christian-Jewish dialogue with a train 
that has built up so much momentum newcomers have trouble getting aboard. He 
also deplored the absence of Arab-Americans. 


Efforts to add a Muslim component and develop tri-faith relations, while not 
totally absent in the past, received new prominence this year. One plenary 
session was given to this topic, with a major address by Auxiliary Bishop 
Pietro Rossano, rector of the Lateran University in Rome. A Muslim response 
was given by Seyyed Hussein Nasr, a native of Iran teaching at Temple Univer- 
sity in Philadelphia, and a Jewish response by Walter Wurzburger, president of 
the Synagogue Council of America, which includes Reform, Conservative and 
Orthodox Jews. 


Though participants in Christian-Jewish dialogue generally express deep sym- 
pathy for Israel, some of them indicate a feeling that more freedom to:voice 
criticism of Israeli policies must be allowed. 


In the keynote address, Harvard Divinity School Professor Krister Stendahl, 
who chairs the Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People for the World 
Council of Churches, said: "There is the problem of the Palestinians, who are 
themselves a people, and we need to remember that. To refer to them as the 
PLO dehumanizes them and makes them non-people. Resolving the plight of the 
displaced Palestinians has to be on the agenda." 


At the concluding session, a leading Roman Catholic participant, John Pawli- 
kowski of the Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, also said future work- 
shops should engage in "constructive thinking" about the Palestinians. 


People concerned about the level of workshop participation by women said that 
although more women were speakers this year than previously and one seminar 
was devoted to women's issues in Christian-Jewish relations, the workshops 
need to move much further in that direction. 


Christian participants in dialogue with Jews tend to be almost exclusively 
white, and despite considerable uneasiness about this, few blacks or other 
minority group Christians attended the workshop. In part, this only reflected 
the tension between Jews and other minorities in American society as a whole. 
Some workshop participants spoke of a need to go beyond discussion of Christian- 
Jewish relations as such and develop Christian-Jewish cooperation in efforts to 
prevent nuclear destruction, defend human rights and promote social justice. 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent) 
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WCC PRE-ASSEMBLY MEETING Ecumenical Press 
LOOKS AT AFRICAN ISSUES Pemaioest peck o Lie! sine 


NAIROBI (EPS) - A meeting here of delegates and other particpants from Africa 
in the next World Council of Churches assembly (24 July - 10 August, Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada), has identified human-rights violations, oppression. 
of women, racism, hunger, and proposals for a new international economic order 
as among the continent's most pressing problems. 


In his keynote address, Kenyan Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu described Africa 
as a continent whose "riches are persistently plundered by a few men and 
women with their foreign collaborators, the latter taking the greater share 
of the loot". He added that “our Christian brothers from the West and the 
East must accept responsibility of confronting their people with this fact. 
We shall not be happy when in Vancouver they will fall on our chests, embrace 
us and give us the kiss of peace to pacify us while we know that their 
compatriots are sitting tightly on our economy in Nairobi, Abidjan, Kinshasha 
and the rest of Africa." 


In another address, Annie Jiagge, one of the six WCC co-presidents and a judge 
in Ghana, faulted continued western financial support for the white-minority 
government in South Africa. She also related current hostilities in the Horn 
of Africa area to "rivalry between the big powers". 


Among other issues, the pre-assembly meeting expressed concern about the misuse 
of resources, the drop in agricultural production and the militarisation of 
politics on the continent. It suggested more exchange programs among the 
churches. It condemned media violence and the use of drugs in family planning. 
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SANCTUARY TRADITION Ecumenical Press 
REVIVED IN US CHURCH Service 83.05.53 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Secular and church media have reported in recent weeks on a 
revival of the tradition of "sanctuary" - in this case for refugees in the 
country illegally - in several dozen US congregations of various denominations 
in different parts of the nation. 


Many of the refugees in question are from Central America. They say they face 
Severe reprisals, even death, if they return to their countries. Endorsement 
of the sanctuary movement has reportedly come at the national level from the 
United Methodist and United Presbyterian Churches, and the American Friends 
Service Committee. . 


Roman Catholic leaders have taken various stances. In Milwaukee, the Roman 
Catholic cathedral is offering sanctuary. Archbishop Rembert Weakland calls 
Sanctuary a "respite so that true justice can be done". But the arch- 
bishops of Chicago, St. Paul-Minneapolis, and Washington reportedly favour 
refugee aid through legal means and attempts to have US immigration laws 
changed. 


US immigration authorities are reportedly unlikely to raid churches to arrest 
refugees and those sheltering them, though they say the sanctuary tradition 
has no legal standing in the US. The authorities Say that with their limited 
Staff and resources "we have to keep to more productive areas, where there are 
large concentrations of illegal aliens". 
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UK VATICAN REP IN FLAP Ecumenical Press 
OVER DISARMAMENT PRIEST Service 83.05.54 


LONDON (EPS) - The Vatican representative to the United Kingdom, Pro-Nuncio Bruno 
Heim, has committed what one well-placed churchman has called a "diplomatic gaffe" 
by sharply criticizing Bruce Kent, the priest who is general secretary of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. Kent has been warned by his bishop, Basil Hume, 
archbishop of Westminster, that he may have to stand down if CND becomes more 
political [EPS 83.05.46]. 


A letter sent out this month by the pro-nunciature to members of the public who 
complained about Kent explains that the pro-nuncio's own attitude is in favour of 
"total disarmament which is multilateral and verifiable". (with the adjectives 
"total", "multilateral" and "verifiable" in capital letters) and that Heim regards 
unilateral proposals as mistaken. Such propaganda carried on in the West is re- 
garded with much favour by the East, says the Lercers 


"Unilateralists, therefore, are carrying out a one-sided campaign, and it is clear 
which side it benefits most," the letter goes on. "Whether those doing so are 
consciously sharing the Soviet aggressiveness and ideology, or belong to the great 
number of the well-known useful idiots, or again are blinkered idealists, would 
have to be judged in individual cases, even in that of Bruce Kent." 


In brief interviews on radio and tv Hume said he would regret any attack on Kent 
from any quarter. "I have great respect for him personally and for his integrity 
and his single-minded commitment to peace," added the cardinal, who pointed out 
that he had in fact renewed his permission for Kent to go on working full time as 
CND general secretary. . 


Since his warning letter became known the cardianl has received more than 1,000 
letters, most of them in favour of Kent. His original letter was in response to 
a postbag of 50 or so letters complaining about Kent's role. 


Heim finds himself isolated, without support either from British Catholic leaders 
or from the Vatican secretariat of state. His criticism of Kent could be equally 
well directed at Liverpool Archbishop Derek Worlock, who has publicly advocated 
unilateral disarmament by Britain as a gesture to break the deadlock and stimulate 
multilateral disarmament, and Westminster Auxiliary Bishop Victor Guazzelli, 
president of the British section of Pax Christi, and thought to be the only bishop 
to have taken part in a CND demonstration. 


Guazelli has described the terms of Heim's letter as offensive and incredible. 
In Rome, a Vatican official has been quoted as remarking that "diplomats are sup- 
posed to stay neutral and not get involved". 


(Robert Nowell, EPS London correspondent) 
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RC-SCOTS KIRK COMMISSION Ecumenical Press 
NOTES LANGUAGE PROBLEMS Service 83.05.55 


EDINBURGH (EPS) — The role language plays in the differences between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the [Reformed (Presbyterian) ] Church of Scotland is underlined 
in the first interim common report issued by their joint commission on doctrine. 


The report sets out the commission's "common understanding of the ground covered 
and the position reached on this fundamental matter of the being, identity and 
purpose of the Church of Jesus Christ". 


The commission was set up in response to the wish of the 1977 CS general assembly 
for joint consultations "on the nature and authority of the Church as these bear 
upon the problems of inter-Church marriage". The commission has been meeting at 
regular intervals - normally twice a year - since November 1978. Its report is in 
material published for this year's general assembly, meeting here [21-27 May]. 


"Key words and forms of expression," the report says, "instinctive to one side but 
unfamiliar to the other, can render mutual understanding difficult, and even con- 
ceal areas of agreement in underlying meaning and intention. The better we com- 
prehend each other's language, the clearer it becomes that, without betraying our 
past, each of us can appropriate insights and emphases of the other." 


The commission sets out the two traditions’ basic agreement about the church, but 
notes that the traditions contrasted "quite distinctly" when they developed and 
interpreted the relationship among various aspects of doctrine about the church. 
The two linguistic and conceptual "models" of the church as sacrament and the 
church as community of the Word are very different, the report says. '"Neverthe- 
less," the commission goes on, “we discover that we can, within limits, understand 
and follow the intention of each other's model, and appreciate that the two 
pproaches are not mutually exclusive alternatives, but complementary." 


It also indicated that the Roman Catholic concept of the church's "indefectibility" 
would not in itself be wholly acceptable to CS representatives, who are "wary of 
identifying Christ's perfection with that of human forms and structures". But it 
points out that part at least of what Roman Catholics understand by indefectibility 
agrees with the meaning of the affirmation of the Westminster Confession (a Reformed 
confessional statement adopted in 1647) that "Christ has given the ministry, 

oracles and ordinances of God ... to the end of the world" so that "there shall be 
always a church on earth to worship God according to his will". 


In another report prepared for the assembly, the CS church and nation committee 
urges a radical rethinking of attitudes towards work in light of changes brought 
about by developments in computer and related technology. It says certain common 
attitudes about work are now "causing real problems" because of the changes. 


Noting that the church was theologically ill prepared for the industrial revolution 
200 years ago, it says that “one of the great weaknesses of our laissez-faire 
approach to technology over the last 20 years has been that we have tended to 
assume that, if a machine can replace people, then it ought to be allowed to do 
so". (Unemployment in Scotland is currently at 15 per cent.) 


(Robert Nowell, EPS London correspondent) 


EPS 


US CHURCH REPS DEBATE Ecumenical Press 
HOMOSEXUAL MEMBERSHIP Service 83.05.56 


SAN FRANCISCO (EPS) - The governing board of the 32-denomination [US] National 
Council of Churches took another step toward a decision on the application of 

the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches for NCC membership 
during its meeting here this month [10-13 May]. 


The step was what an NCC press report called "an extensive and candid discussion 
of theology, scriptural interpretation and authority, the nature of Christian 
unity, and justice issues''. Most UFMCC members are homosexual, and one of its 
priorities is ministry with gay people. 


J. Oscar McCloud, who chairs the board's membership committee and heads the 
program agency of the United Presbyterian Church, said the discussions were the 
"most serious theological debate" he has heard in 11 years on the board. He 
called the application a "godsend" because it has meant discussion of "the very 
meaning of Christian unity”. ; 


William Rusch, who chairs the NCC's faith and order commission and who is ecumeni- 
cal officer of the Lutheran Church in America, said the “issues of unity and the- 
ology are directly related to what the life of the council is all about. They must 
be discussed." 


A commission study concluded that the issues raised by the UFMCC application in 
terms of theology and views of the church are not answered by the NCC'’s own docu- 
ments. Nor is there agreement among or within the member denominations, which 
include Methodist, Baptist, Eastern Orthodox, Disciples, Brethren, Oriental Ortho- 
dox, Anglican, Quaker, Swedenborgian, Reformed, Lutheran, Moravian and Old Catholic 
bodies. 


The comments by church representatives varied widely. An Eastern Orthodox said 
UFMCC membership would raise a "question about the continued role of the Orthodox 
in the NCC". A Methodist urged "personal interaction with a UFMCC congregation" 
before a decision, to avoid "copying the letters of the law and closing our ears 
to the living word of God". 


Another Methodist, however, spoke of homosexuality as "another force mitigating 
against black families". A Baptist suggested that the "main body of opinion" in 
that representative's denomination would find UFMCC acceptance of homosexual prac- 
tice a "biblically invalid position". 


A Disciples representative said some are inserting a "new rule” about "appropriate 
and acceptable sexuality" because of the UFMCC application. The representative 
suggested that if that is a valid concern, there ought to be equal concern about 
dishonesty, alcoholism, and overeating among members of the NCC constituency. 
Another Baptist urged that whatever the decision, it be made without "hiding 
behind some false reasoning ... to justify” it. 


Three UFMCC representatives also addressed to board. Said one: "As you talk about 
our membership, you are answering the question for thousands of people in your own 
church. We have literally scores of your members who come to our church because 
they are afraid to come to you." 


Next action on the application is expected in November 1983 when the board votes 
on whether the denomination is eligible to be considered for membership. If that 
vote is positive, a vote on whether to admit the UFMCC to the NCC would come in 
May 1984. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS 83.05.57-61 


83.05.57 KENYAN REFUGEE LOANS: General Secretary John Kamau of the National 
Christian Council of Kenya has appealed to refugees who received loans from 
the NCCK to repay them so it can help others. According to a report [9 May] 
from Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service, Kamau said "that...it 
was astonishing that some refugees had returned to their countries to hold 
big posts and had forgotten the voluntary organisation which had helped them". 
In recent months, refugees in Kenya have accused the NCCK and the office of 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees of withholding funds given them to help 
refugees, ACIS reports. 


83.05.58 US NCC-JEWISH MEETING: Ten representatives of five Jewish organi- 
sations and 11 of the [US] National Council of Churches met this month [5 May] 
in New York to discuss areas of agreement and disagreement. Indiana United 
Methodist Bishop James Armstrong, NCC president, said the "meaningful, quality 
conversation" among them was "candid". The NCC announcement did not mention 
details of what was discussed. A previous meeting of this sort was held last 
11 August. Ina related development, the NCC and the Synagogue Council of 
America have formed a small committee to, in the words of the NCC report, 
"find ways to establish and deepen the working relationship between the two 
organisations". The NCC is a 32-denomination "community of communions". The 
SCA groups the organisations of rabbis and congregations of the three major 
streams of US Judaism, Reform, Conservative, and Orthodox. 


83.05.59 URC SELLS SHARES OVER SA: The group which manages the investments 
of the United Reformed Church in the UK has sold shares in four of five 
companies identified as having "significant" involvement in South Africa. 
But it decided to keep its holdings in a fifth concern - Shell Transport and 
Trading - to maintain the investment portfolio's balance. Last year's URC 
general assembly called for disinvestment "with a view to not holding shares 
in companies having a significant involvement in South Africa, so far as... 
legal obligations permit". URC holdings sold totalled UK£ 436,000. Those 
in Shell are valued at UK£ 348,000. 


83.05.60 RC - LUTHERAN LUTHER STATEMENT: The official international theo- 
logical dialogue between Lutherans and Roman Catholics has issued a joint 
statement marking the 500th anniversary of the 16th-century German church 
reformer Martin Luther. His "call for church reform, a call to repentance 
is still relevant for us", the group says. It notes changing attitudes, 
especially among contemporary Roman Catholics who now regard his work and 
teaching more positively. The statement closes with a list of Luther's in- 
sights said to speak to both Lutherans and Roman Catholics today. The group 
issued its statement in connection with its ninth session [2-7 May, Kloster 
Kirchberg, FRG], during which it continued work on a statement on "Catholic-— 
Lutheran fellowship: models, form, phases". 


83.05.61 JAPANESE ANGLICANS AND EMPEROR PRAYER: The prayerbook of the [Angli- 
can] Holy Catholic Church in Japan (Nippon Seikokai) includes prayer "for the 
emperor'', which prompted a one-day symposium on that and related issues at the 
Tokyo diocesan centre. A report from the National Christian Council of Japan 
[20 April] says seminar participants dealt, among other things, with the 
relationship of such prayer to the Yasukuni Shinto Shrine revival [EPS 83.04.79] 
relations with the church in Korea, the situation in Okinawa, and.discrimina- 
tion in Japanese society against Buraku people and others. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS 83.05.62-68 


83.05.62 CMC REPORT ON ABORIGINES: A report prepared under the auspices of 
the Christian Medical Commission, part of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches, says Australian Aborigines will not be fully healthy until they 
‘regain possession of their traditional lands. Critical of many aspects of 
health care provided for Aborigines by the Australian state and federal 
governments, the report says the health care is generally inappropriate to 
Aboriginal needs and lifestyles. It also notes many stress-related diseases 
among Aborigines, linking them to poverty, discrimination, and inequalities 
in education and employment. 


83.05.63 'UPROOTED' US NCC THEME: A [US] National Council of Churches series 
of study materials on "the world's uprooted" is to be used in congregations 
for mission education beginning in the latter part of this year. Ward Kaiser, 
executive director of the NCC Friendship Press division, says the series tries 
to "broaden the concept of uprootedness beyond refugees to include all those 
persons who, for reasons beyond their control are forced to relocate". Also 
being introduced is a series on Central Africa. 


83.05.64 NHK:- NOT ONLY MILITARY GUILTY: The moderature (governing body) 

of the Netherlands Reformed Church [NHK] says it is wrong to declare defense 
professionals particularly blameworthy in connection with nuclear armament 
issues. Some Dutch military people questioned whether the NHK synod's 

pastoral letter on the subject in 1980 was holding them specially guilty. 

The moderature says in a clarification that the whole of Dutch society is 
responsible, and the church "is party to the guilt of society in its totality". 


83.05.65 NETHERLANDS - ECUMENICAL BAPTISM: The Council of Churches in the 
Netherlands has published a booklet on ecumenical baptisms. Many of the 
country's Christian groupings - including the Roman Catholic and two Reformed 
denominations which account for most of the country's Christians - affirm the 
validity of baptisms administered under the auspices of the others. 


83.05.66 'FURTHER STEPS’ IN BRITISH ECUMENISM: The British Council of 
Churches has announced two "further steps in ecumenism" - a day of discussion 
next January to consider the question of "strengthening...the future associa- 
tion" of English and Welsh Roman Catholicism with the BCC, and a three-day 
meeting of church leaders later in 1984 at Canterbury for a "time of prayer 
and reflection on the theme of unity". 


83.05.67 HUNGARIAN ENDORSEMENT OF PIMEN: The presidium of the Ecumenical 
Council of Churches in Hungary has endorsed an open letter by Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox Patriarch Pimen highly critical of US President Ronald Reagan's strong 
criticism of the Soviet Union as a focus of contemporary evil [EPS 83.04.64]. 
The Hungarian church leaders - Reformed, Lutheran, Eastern Orthodox, and Free 
Church - say that in the spirit of Pimen's letter they "ask all the faithful 
Christians to join...those millions who resolutely demand an end to the manu- 
facturing of nuclear weapons, their further development and their being used 
as,threat..." 


83.05.68 LITHUANIAN PRIEST ACCUSED: The Soviet news agency Tass reported [6 
May] that a Roman Catholic priest in Lithuania, Alfonsas Svarinskas, has been 
jailed for seven years after a four-day trial on charges of "slandering the 
existing state and social system and calling for resistance against it". It 
also said [7 May] that another priest, S. Tamkyavichus, an associate of 
Svarinskas, would be tried on similar charges. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS 83.05.69-/4 


83.05.65 DANISH PEACE CONFERENCE ROW: Copenhagen Lutheran Bishop Ole 
Bertelsen was among the Nordic church leaders who issued invitations to the 
recent Christian World Conference on Life and Peace [EPS 83.05.02]. Now, 
however, the nine other bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark 
have disassociated themselves from his participation and emphasized that he 


acted without a mandate from the church, as an individual, not as its repre- 
sentative. 


83.05.70 SOLZHENITSYN ON ATHEISM: In accepting the UKE 110,000 Templeton 
Prize for his religious contributions, Soviet writer Alexander Solzhenitsyn, 
who now lives in the US, warned that the "entire 20th century is [being] 
sucked into the vortex of atheism and self destruction". He said one example 
of that is the "web of intrigue surrounding the recent attempts on the life 
of the pope". He criticized US evangelist Billy Graham, an earlier Templeton 
winner, for lending "public support to communist lies". He said many Western 
peace movements are influenced by communism, and that the World Council of 
Churches seems to "care more for the success of revolutionary movements in 
the Third World while remaining blind and dead to the persecution of religion 
where this is carried through most consistently, in the USSR". In reply, 
Graham said Solzhenitsyn relied on distorted media reports of his words and 
actions during a visit to the Soviet Union in May 1982. 


83.05.71 US NCC ON CHINA MISSION: The governing board of the [US] National 
Council of Churches has unanimously adopted a statement urging "Christians 
outside of China" to "respect the efforts being made by Chinese Christians 
among their own people and not attempt to restore missionary enterprises of 

a past era’. Before the 1949 communist revolution, there were upwards of 
10,000 Western missionaries in China. They were expelled in the early 1950s. 
NCC China Program Director Franklin Woo said the "era of Anglo-European 
churches calling the agenda for the world as far as Christianity is concerned 
ms over. It's just.a matter of realising that." 


83.05.72 US NUN RESIGNS: The Roman Catholic nun ordered by the Vatican to 
give up her post as director of social services for the US state of Michigan 
has resigned from her order. She requested a leave of absence from the order, 
which was denied. She faced a church trial if she remained in the government 
post and did not leave the order. She observed that "of my four vows, the 
vow of service to the poor, sick, uneducated, and oppressed has always been 
the primary one for me and the one that has given meaning to the other three 
vows, including obedience." [Earlier items: EPS 83.04.10, 83.04.40] 


83.05.73 WELSH COUNCIL ON NAMIBIA, DISARMAMENT: The Council of Churches for 
Wales has passed resolutions urging higher UK government priority to the 
situation in Namibia, and "an urgent and vigorous programme of support for 
multilateral disarmament,"’ including a government pledge to phase out the 
independent UK nuclear capability, and efforts to withdraw all nuclear 
weapons from UK territory. 


83.05.74 HOW MANY DIALOGUES? The Rome-based Centro Pro Unione (Center for 
Unity) has compiled a list of official national and international dialogues 
between representatives of various Christian traditions. It counts 119 in- 
volving Anglican, Baptist, Disciples, Evangelical, Lutheran, Methodist, 
Eastern Orthodox, Old Catholic, Oriental Orthodox, Pentecostal, Reformed, 
Roman Catholic, United, or World Council of Churches representatives. 
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83.05.75 ANTIOCH PATRIARCH IN GENEVA: Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Ignatios IV 
of Antioch visited the Geneva area this month /14-19 May/. While there, he 
attended a consultation on "Christian presence and witness in the Middle East" 
sponsored by the Middle East Council of Churches, and also paid a two-day 
official visit to the World Council of Churches. 


83.05.76 AACC HEAD CRITICAL OF PRESS REPORTS: General Secretary Maxime Rafransc 
of the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches has issued a statement 

to "express a concern and clarify a press report" in two Nairobi dailies. The 
stories in question dealt with the non-issuance of visas for South African church 
representatives to attend a pan-African meeting to prepare for the next World 
Council of Churches assembly /EPS 83.05.52/. Rafransoa said "the etiquette of 
journalism should imply that before going to press, those concerned should 

check all statements of facts to verify their accuracy from the right source. 
They should in addition separate facts from opinions by clearly identifying 

the source of each." Earlier this year, Rafransoa issued another statement 
critical of media coverage of his report to the AACC general committee, meeting 
in Cairo /EPS 83.04.31/. 


83.05.77 US INCREASES RELIGIOUS BROADCASTING TO USSR: New York-based Religious 
News Service reports that the Voice of America, the US government's overseas 
broadcasting effort, is "beefing up" religious programing, particularly to the 
Soviet Union. VOA Director Kenneth Tomlinson says that is because the USSR 

"is the place in the world where religious freedom is most encumbered by the 
state."' The RNS report describes most of the members of the 15-person ethics 
advisory beard which offers suggestions to VOA and other parts of the US 
Information Agency as "either evangelical or noted critics of mainstream re- 
ligious denominations." They include five members of the board of the Institute 
on Religion and Democracy, a group highly critical of activities and attitudes 
of the national staff and elected leadership of major US denominations and 
ecumenical agencies in which they are involved. 


83.05.78 UK ELECTION MANIFESTO: A coalition of 20 Christian groupings 
"committed to co-operating in the struggle for a just, participatory and 
sustainable society" has published a "Christian Manifesto" in connection with 
the UK elections 9 June. It deals with 12 issues, among them peace, economics, 
the urban situation, race, and women, and is strongly critical of the current 
UK government. The coalition, Christian Organisations for Social, Political 

and Economic Change, includes groups such as the Alliance of Radical Methodists, 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, Baptist Renewal Group, Christian Peace Conference, 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, and Iona Community. 


83.05.79 EUROPEAN BAPTISTS MEET: European Baptist Press Service reports three 
recent European Baptist meetings - on seminary education, and evangelism and 
education, both at the Baptist seminary in Ruschlikon, near Zurich, and a 

peace seminar in Moscow. The Moscow gathering, which involved about 70 Baptist 
leaders from 10 countries, urged "all Christians to pray and work for the 
immediate and complete freeze of nuclear armaments at their present-day level 
as an initial step to their eventual reduction and elimination." 


83.05.80 BRITISH BISHOPS ON BIOETHICS: A committee of the British conferences 
of Roman Catholic bishops has called for severe legal restrictions on the use 
of in vitro fertilization, and also expressed serious misgivings about the 
entire "test-tube baby" procedure. The committee gave evidence to a UK 
government inquiry into human fertilization and embryology. 
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INTERNATIONAL CHURCH CONSULTATION Ecumenical Press 
MAKES MIDDLE EAST RECOMMENDATIONS Service 83.06.01 


GENEVA (EPS) - A consultation of 50 church leaders from the Middle East, 
Africa, Asia, North America, and East and West Europe has issued a message 


[EPS 83.06.15] and four sets of recommendations on the situation in the 
Middle-East. 


Convened by the Middle East Council of Churches in cooperation with the World 
Council of Churches, the group, the "Consultation on Christian Presence and 
Witness in the Middle East," made suggestions about peace in the region, 
Lebanon, Jerusalem, and Christian-Jewish-Muslim relations. 


Consultation participants called for peace negotiations including "all those 
parties most intimately involved: Israel, the PLO, neighbouring Arab states, 
the Soviet Union, and the United States," with "broader interests...best 
expressed through the United Nations". They suggested to the churches five 
steps "to facilitate the launching of such negotiations": to "encourage and 
facilitate the development of a dialogue between Palestinians and Israelis", 
for Christians outside the Middle East to "use what influence they have to 
create broad public support for a just solution to the Middle East conflict", 
a "more open and critical stance adopted by Christian churches in the tradi- 
tional Jewish-Christian dialogue", to note "existing cooperation among all 
churches in the Middle East", and to "underline the importance of continuing 
this dialogue among Christian churches in the world". 


The consultation also appealed to "all concerned parties to cooperate in 

efforts toward the withdrawal of all foreign forces from Lebanon" and urged 
Christians to "assist the people of Lebanon through rehabilitation and re- 
construction efforts which affirm and preserve human and spiritual values". 


In recommendations about Jerusalem, participants urged wider ecumenical aware- 
ness regarding the plight of the indigenous Christian and Muslim communities 
in East Jerusalem and the other occupied territories". They also asked 
Christians visiting Jerusalem from outside the Middle East to "take the 
opportunity of acquainting themselves with the religious communities whose 
presence in the city makes the holy places centres of living devotion". 


The consultation called for "efforts to dismantle and prevent...stereotypes 
of other religions" and urges that "every effort...be made to maintain 
experiences of living together and to avoid separation as it has happened 

in Cyprus and Palestine". It also urged "increasing unity among Christians, 
not least among member churches of the Middle East Council of Churches and 
churches related to Rome" in order to "strengthen the coherence of Christian 
witness to and partnership with Muslim and Jewish neighbours". 


Among those making major presentations during the consultation were former 
Lebanese President Charles Helou and MECC General Secretary Gabriel Habib. 
Co-moderators of the consultation were President Samuel Habib of the Evan- 
gelical Churches of Egypt, and Moderator Olle Dahlen (Sweden) of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, part of the WCC. 
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FORMER SA CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
HEAD CONVICTED OF FRAUD Service 83.06.02 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - John Rees, former general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches has been convicted of 29 counts of fraud. He was acquitted 
on two, and 12 counts were dismissed during the trial. He had pleaded not 
Burity cocsli 43; 


Rand Supreme Court Judge R. Goldstone found that Rees defrauded the SACC from 
1975 to 1978 of 296,500 South African rand. Rees said he used the money in 
connection with a secret discretionary fund to promote justice in the country. 


The judge imposed a suspended sentence equivalent to 10 years and a fine of 
30,000 rand. 


In a statement, the expanded presidium of the SACC said "it is clear from the 
judgment in a fair and open trial" that Rees "betrayed the complete trust the 
SACC place in him". At the same time, it affirmed "full confidence and trust 
in the leadership" of Desmond Tutu, the current SACC general secretary. 


"The present administration of the SACC," it said, "seeks to operate openly 
and legally. It is, therefore, malicious and deliberately misleading" for 
South African radio to "suggest that the judgment in respect of a former 
general secretary is applicable to the present officers and administration of 
the council." It called an emergency meeting of the SACC executive committee 
and church leaders [27 May] to "deal with the wider implications for the 
council" of the judgment against Rees. 


The judge said it was irrelevant what Rees used the money for. He said Rees' 
story about an Actipax Fund funded by secret overseas donors had an "air of 
unreality" about it. Only three other SACC officials were said to have known 
about it, and two of them are now dead. 


In a plea for leniency, Rees said he had not misused any of the money, though 
with hindsight he could see he need not have acted as he did. "But if the 
opportunity came to me again, I would do it again. I would serve in the same 
way again and would probably make the same mistakes again." 


Four witnesses appeared urging mitigation of sentence, including SACC President 
Peter Storey and former President John Dugard of the South African Institute of 
Race Relations, of which Rees is now director. All praised his work and exp- 
ressed disbelief that he is guilty of fraud. 


In passing sentence, the judge noted several mitigating factors, including 
his long years of devoted church work and that "it...did not appear that a 
substantial amount of the money was used for his personal gain". Goldstone 
also blamed the SACC for having acted "irresponsibly" by placing "control of 
millions of rand in Rees' responsibility". 


In a report on the Rees case, SACC Communications Director Dan Vaughan said 
"there has been nothing to indicate a political motivation behind this trial, 
nor any obvious link between it and.the Eloff Commission," the government 
body investigating the SACC [EPS 83.03.129; 03.96; 03.913 O3.56$ 93.02.8153 
82.11.43; 82:09.51], | 
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SCOTS THEOLOGIAN WARNS Ecumenical Press 
ON MEMBERSHIP DECLINE Service 83.06.03 


EDINBURGH (EPS) - [Reformed (Presbyterian) ] Church of Scotland theologian 
Thomas Torrance says the decline in CS membership is "alarming" and "cata- 
strophic". Torrance, former moderator of the CS general assembly, addressed 
the assembly's opening session, here [late last month]. 


Torrance cited a decline of 315,000 in 16 years, about a third of the current 
communicant membership of 918,991. At his suggestion, the assembly instructed 
CS presbyteries (regional units) to note the "serious and steady decline...and 
...determine the reasons". Their reports are due by the end of the year. 


In other action during its opening days, the assembly accepted a report on 
homosexuality. It says "there can be no such thing as "homosexual marriage'" 
and disallows sexual relations between people of the same sex. It cautions 
against a double standard which allows public expressions of affection between 
people of different sexes while denying them to those of the same sex. The 
report also incorporates, with minor changes, guidelines on homosexuality 
published in 1979 by the social welfare commission of the conference of 
English and Welsh Roman Catholic bishops. 
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FRANCOPHONE AFRICA THEOLOGY Ecumenical Press 
DOCTORAL PROGRAM SET FOR '84 Service 83.06.04 


GENEVA (EPS) - Calling it a "decisive moment in the history of the African 
churches," Assistant Director Ross Kinsler of the World Council of Churches 
Program on Theological Education opened a two-day colloquium [here, 16-17 
May] to consider a doctoral theological studies program in French-speaking 
Africa. 


Meeting participants included the deans of the Protestant Theological Faculty 
of Yaoundé (Cameroon), the Protestant Theological Faculty of Zaire, and the 
Theological Faculty of the Church of Jesus Christ on Earth by the Prophet 
Simon Kimbangu, both in Kinshasa. Also attending were professors from five 
European theological faculties and representatives of five funding agencies, 
all of whom had visited or taught in the African faculties. The deans, Yemba 
Kekumba, Jacques Ngally, and Marie-Louise Martin, have been planning the 
program jointly since 1980. 


Principal recommendation from the group is to launch a doctoral program in 
October 1984 under the guidance of the academic council of the association 
of theological institutions in French-speaking Africa (ASTHEOL). The group 
encouraged churches and institutions in the region to enroll their doctoral 
candidates in the new program, and suggested scholarship priority for such 
candidates. European and other theological faculties were invited to 

participate in the new venture by an exchange of staff, students, journals, 
and documentation, and by participating in theological consultations. 


The colloquium report says the program plans are urgent in light of the siz- 
able growth of the church in Africa, and great increase of human suffering 
and needs of all kinds, and the increasing number of doctoral candidates who 
cannot be sent to Europe. Part of the emphasis of the new program is for- 
mation of leadership for regional training and pastoral programs. 
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US CHURCH COUNCIL BOARD Ecumenical Press 
ADOPTS MANY RESOLUTIONS Service 83.06.05 


SAN FRANCISCO (EPS) - The governing board of the [US] National Council of 
Churches, assembled here for its semi-annual meeting, has adopted a variety 
of resolutions on international and domestic issues. 


A resolution on Albania, where religion was outlawed in 1967, asks the 
government there to "recognize the right of its people to religious belief 
and practice". In another action, the board decided to send NCC President 
James Armstrong, United Methodist bishop for the state of Indiana, to Egypt 
to seek the "prompt release and reinstatement" of Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] 
Pope Shenouda, confined to a monastery since September 1981 as a result of a 
presidential decree [EPS 83.05.03; 04.85; 01.36]. 


The board protested pressure on the South African Council of Churches by the 
government there. During floor debate it added a clause to a resolution on 
China [EPS 83.05.71] asking the government to assure full religious liberty 
for its people. 


Board members adopted a resolution critical of US policy in Central America. 
It asks that "all external military assistancd'to the area be ended. The 
board declined to vote on a proposed policy statement on Latin America and 
the Caribbean, a source of controversy in the NCC for’ two years. 


On domestic issues, the board supported increased medical research into the 
cause of Acquired Immuno Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), a usually fatal disease 
first identified among male homosexuals. It opposed government policy which 
requires colleges and universities to refuse government aid to students 
suspected of not registering for the military draft. 


In other action, the board supported policies meant to strengthen small-unit 
agriculture, reiterated opposition to capital punishment, authorized a study 

of the rise of "racially motivated violence" in the US, opposed some provisions 
of proposed reforms in US immigration laws, supported a continuation of the 
policy of allowing citizens' charitable contributions to diminish their tax 
liability, endorsed an August march on Washington to mark the 20th anniversary 
of a similar march led by Martin Luther King, and urged the NCC's 32 member 
denominations to increase their unity by taking part in a study on the meaning 
and relevance of "apostolic faith". 


Also on the board's agenda was an interim report from a special panel set up 
to consider changes in NCC structure and operating style. Church of the 
Brethren General Secretary Robert Neff chairs the panel. He said greater 
ecumenical inclusiveness and more accountability to member denominations are 
among the long-range goals his group has identified. There is, he said, "a 
clear impulse for a change in the way the council works". 


The panel was established before recent media criticism of the council in 
Reader's Digest magazine and on the CBS television program "60 Minutes". 

New York-based Religious News Service reported from here that the board's 
proceedings this time were "influenced by the continuing controversy sparked" 
by the article and the segment, including calls by governing board members 


for more "balanced" wording in statements concerned with US foreign policy in 
Latin America and China. 
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NICARAGUA CHURCH GROUP Ecumenical Press 
ISSUES PASTORAL LETTER Service 83.06.06 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (EPS) - The general assembly of CEPAD, an ecumenical relief 
and development agency here, has sent a "pastoral letter" to Christians in the 
US and throughout the world. 


The letter speaks of people in parts of Nicaragua who "suffer persecution, 
kidnapping, rape and assassination" because of the "atrocities committed by 
counterrevolutionaries...clearly trained and financed" by the US government 
and "planting death, panic, and desperation among our people". 


The assembly asks US churches to "intercede before your government on our 
behalf, that it might halt the undeclared war it is making against the 
Nicaraguan people". It voices support for "all the peace efforts" by 
Nicaragua, Colombia, Venezuela, Mexico, Panama, and France. 


From Christians in other parts of the world, the assembly asks economic, 
political, and prayer support. 


Shortly after the letter was sent, a nine-member delegation under the auspices 
of the Latin American and World Councils of Churches visited Nicaragua. Their 
report said that what are described as counterrevolutionaries against the 
Sandinista government are led by those who used to occupy privileged positions 
and oppress the people during the Somoza dictatorship. 


They added that they found freedom of worship, and that the majority of the 
churches support the objectives of the revolution, which they judged not to 
contradict gospel principles. They also observed that the majority Roman 
Catholic Church in the country is split between supporters and opponents of 
the government, with many opponents holding major church offices. 


The visitation group offered several recommendations to the churches, among 
them distribution of clear, ample, objective information about the Nicaraguan 
situation, support for peace efforts in the region, and material and financial 
aid for those affected by the fighting. 
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83.06.07 CHURCH DELEGATIONS VISIT WCC: Two large delegations of German- 
speaking church leaders paid special one-day visits to the World Council of 
Churches at the end of last month [27 May]. Eighty leaders from the Roman 
Catholic archdiocese of Cologne, including the moderator of its ecumenical 
commission, attended sessions on the 1982 WCC theological convergence text 
on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM); theological, spiritual, and 
political dimensions of WCC work; and WCC-RC relations. The group was led 
by Joseph Héffner, Roman Catholic cardinal archbishop of Cologne and moderator 
of the conference of FRG RC bishops. About 40 leaders of the cantonal (reg- 
ional) Reformed churches in German-speaking Switzerland came for discussions 
on several issues related to the WCC, including BEM, world mission and evan- 
gelism, finances, peace and human rights, women and men in the church, anti- 
racism efforts, and the upcoming WCC assembly. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.06.08-14 


83.06.08 BRAUND NAMED TO ANGLICAN ECUMENICAL POST: Worldwide Anglicanism has 
its first fulltime ecumenical officer. George Braund took up his new post as 
associate secretary for ecumenical affairs in the middle of last month. On 
the ACC staff since 1980 as an associate secretary, his work has included 
responsibility for mission, ecumenism, and studies. 


83.06.09 WARC IN COVENANT CALL: The office of the Geneva-based World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches, has issued.a call for an international, ecumenical 
"covenant for peace and justice". The call was issued on behalf of the WARC 
executive committee. The statement suggests that the World Council of 

Churches convene "a special ecumenical gathering in which all churches would 
participate and bear witness to ways of peace and justice. [Excerpts from the 
WARC statement appear as EPS 83.06.17]. 


83.06.10 METHODIST BISHOPS COMMEND RC COUNTERPARTS: The United Methodist 
bishops of the US have expressed "profound gratitude" to the country's Roman 
Catholic bishops for their pastoral letter on peace and nuclear war [EPS 83. 
04.90]. Meeting in Little Rock, Arkansas, the UM bishops commended the RC 
pastoral letter for study in UM congregational and ecumenical settings. 


83.06.11 LWF DECLINES CHINA BROADCASTING: After a long debate, the communi- 
cation commission of the Lutheran World Federation voted unanimously to 
reject a proposal that it support. broadcasting to China to supplement the 
more than 400 hours of Conservative Evangelical programming now beamed into 
the country. Commission Chairman John Bachman said the decision was taken 
because "in China the church leaders feel it's better that there be no broad- 
casts from outside the country". During the debate, Commissioner Yin Ying, 
from Taiwan, urged the group to "listen to the wishes of the Chinese people", 
suggesting that Christians in China would favour broadcasts more than their 
leaders. The commission met in Budapest 12-19 May. 


83.06.12 MURDER SUSPECT IN RUSSIAN NUNS' CASE: Israeli police have arrested 
a suspect in connection with the murder of two Russian Orthodox nuns in a 
Jerusalem suburb last month. The Arab resident of Bethlehem being held used 
to work at the convent, located in Ein Karem. In a message to Israeli Presi- 
dent Chaim Herzog, Russian Orthodox Patriarch Pimen expressed his church's 
horror at the murders and said Israeli authorities bear some responsibility 
because they are "supposed to guarantee conditions necessary for the normal 
life and activity of Christian institutions in the holy land and the security 
of their members". 


83.06.13 PATRIARCHAL AWARD TO POTTER: During his visit to the World Council 

of Churches [18-19 May], Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Ignatios IV of Antioch 

and all the East bestowed the insignia of the patriarchate's Order of Saints 
Peter and Paul on WCC General Secretary Philip Potter during a service in the 
Ecumenical Centre chapel. Given to mark Potter's decades of service to the 
ecumenical movement, the honour is the highest the patriarchate bestows. 

Potter said he would accept also as a mark of honour to the entire council staff. 


83.06.14 UK 'CATHOLIC VOTE': The laity commission of the conference of English 
and Welsh Roman Catholic bishops has attacked the "misleading and potentially 
dangerous myth" of the "Catholic vote". It also cautioned Roman Catholics 

about the context in which a voting decision is made. "It would usually be 
imprudent, if not morally irresponsible, for Christians to vote on the basis 

of a single issue or narrowly restricted range of issues without considering 

the overall effect of the package of policies, personalities and interests to 
which they would thereby be giving their support", the commission said in a 
statement issued before the 9 June UK national elections. EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Middle East Message" EPS 83.06.15 


The following is excerpted from the message approved by. the "Consultation on 

the Christian Presence and Witness tn the Middle East" sponsored by the Middle 
East Council of Churches in cooperation with the World Counetl of Churches [EPS 
83.06.01]. The text of the message, the recommendations adopted by the consul- 
tation, and the working group reports recetved by the consultatton are avatlable 
on request to Director Leopoldo Niilus of the MECC Internattonal Project, based 
at the Ecumenical Centre (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


...The peoples in the Middle East live in fear. This fear has led to an 
exaggerated pursuit of security at any cost, which has engendered a vicious 
cycle of violence. Fed by a massive flow of some of the most sophisticated 
and destructive weapons, violence tends increasingly to become a means of 
destroying the other and not merely a means of defense. In the name of secur- 
ity human rights and lives are trampled; justice, equality and human dignity 
are laid aside; masses are kept in poverty on the doorstep of fabulous 
wealth; openness and participation give way to isolationism; love falls 
victim to hate. 


There is now an urgent need for new concepts and approaches to security both 
for the nations and peoples, as well as for the communities living side by 
side within the nations of the Middle East. Such new approaches require steps 
to build confidence among the peoples and their communities. They require a 
curtailment of foreign arms supplies to the region, and rapid steps to disarm- 


~ ament. 


The wellbeing and rights of people living within each nation must be provided 

for. Security must be based on peace, which is the fruit of righteousness and 
the pursuit of justice. Security is guaranteed between neighbours not through 
defeat but through reconciliation. 


Every nation and state has the right to recognition and security for itself 
within recognized borders, but not be denying others their rights to self- 
determination, a homeland and their own security. Every community has the 
right to have its own faith, culture, traditions and integrity respected, but 
not at the expense of the dignity, humanity and rights of another. As Christ-— 
ians from the Middle East and abroad we recommit ourselves to seek to allay the 
fears that have become paralyzing and aggressive. 


The pervasive fears engendered by the tensions which have so long prevailed in 
the Middle East; the enmities brought about by wars and occupation of others' 
lands; the mistrust seeded by the continuing threat of invasion; lack of 
mutual recognition of the national rights of Palestinians and Israelis; the 
desperation created by the failure to meet the legitimate aspirations of the 
Palestinian people for statehood, the attacks on Lebanese sovereignty: all 
these have contributed to exacerbate tensions among the communities, religious 
or otherwise of the Middle East... 


The resultant pressures on the Christian communities, not least in Jerusalem, 
. have been severe. Many have chosen to leave, fleeing war, armed confrontation 
and intercommunal tensions. This is profoundly troubling to us. 


We are attached to the lands of the Bible, to the Holy City of Jerusalem and 
its people, to the churches which belong to these lands since the time of the 
Apostles, serving their peoples and inspiring by their faith Christians all 
over the world. The search for new forms of society which would guarantee 
national unity for all the nations of the Middle East on the basis of equality 
must now be pursued with renewed imagination and VLEOUL.. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Middle East Reflections and Recommendations" EPS 83.06.16 


The following ts excerpted from a report by the "World YWCA Middle East 
Encounter: In Search of Peace and Justtce" [EPS 83.05.50]. Nineteen 
women representing 14 nattonal YWCAs vtstted Lebanon, Jordan, and the West 
Bank area for a fortnight [19 Aprtl-3 May]. The Middle East ts expected to 
be a major focus of YWCA concern at tts world council meeting next November 
tn Stngapore, and after. The group's references to "three peoples" are to 
Lebanese, Palestintans and Israelis. 


Each of the three peoples, sharing a similar historical and ethnic background, 
express a concern for peace, security and self-determination. Each has a 
passionate attachment to the land. Each makes a claim to the right to be 
recognized as a people and as a nation, and to have a state of its own. Alls 
in a sense, are victims and all three have suffered at the hands of other 
nations. 


There is enormous strength in their women and in their family structures, and 
all showed a deep concern for the future of their young people. Each has 
experienced great loss of life and all three have felt dehumanized by what 
has happened (and continues to happen) around them and to them. All three 
peoples live in a region where the dominant religions - Judaism, Islam and 
Christianity - have co-existed for centuries. The life of all three peoples 
is marked by strongly held religious belief. 


This common history offers hope for the future. The Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict has marked the lives of all three peoples, [but there are] differ- 
ences among the three peoples. 


The Israelis and the Lebanese live in states which are internationally recog- 
nized although the Lebanese are struggling to retain their sovereignty; 
Palestinians have no state. The Palestinians and the Lebanese are under 
occupation. The Lebanese and the Palestinian peoples are Christians and 
Muslim Arabs, while the Israelis are predominantly Jews. 


Israel was created as a state for Jewish people from all over the world; it 
is part of the Western industrialized System. The Arab countries are economi- 
cally developing countries and part of the Third World; the Palestinians have 
become the new Diaspora. Israel is a strong military power, whereas Lebanon 
and the Palestinians lack military strength... 


Necessary first steps for peace : recommendations: 


For the Lebanese people: (a) Withdrawal of all military forces from 
Lebanon. (b) Assurance of the sovereignty of Lebanon. 


For the Palestinian people: (a) Recognition of rights of Palestinian people. 
(b) Recognition of the PLO as sole representative. (c) Halt to building of 
settlements in the West Bank. (d) Establishment of a Palestinian state in 
the territories occupied since 1967. 


For the Israeli people: (a) Recognition of the State of Israel by the Arab 
States and the PLO. (b) Recognition of the rights of the Israeli people. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: ‘Covenant for Peace and Justice" EPS 83.06.17 


The following ts excerpted from a statement by the executive committee of the 
World Alltance of Reformed Churches [EPS 83.06.09]. 


The [WARC] General Council left no doubt that the commitment to peace and 
justice is to be understood as a spiritual obligation. It is demanded by 
Jesus Christ himself. Therefore, issues of peace and justice do not simply 
belong to the realm of politics and must not be decided exclusively on the 
grounds of pragmatic "political wisdom". The General Council emphatically 
called on the member churches "to regard the question of peace as not merely 
a political question but as one that immediately concerns our commitment to 
the God of peace"... 


Today, the commitment to peace is of the utmost urgency because we are con- 
fronted with weapons whose capacity of destruction can lead to the extinction 
of life. The world lives under the threat of nuclear war. Nobody can be 
indifferent to this fact... 


What does the struggle against nuclear armament imply for the churches? In 
our judgment it implies: 


- declaring unambiguously that under no circumstances the use of nuclear 
weapons of any kind can be justified theologically or morally; 


- affirming now that no Christian can in good conscience fight for a 
country which uses nuclear weapons; the attitude of the churches to 
issues of peace as they arise today must be governed by this affirmation; 


- denouncing the folly of the nuclear armament race which increases the 
risk of nuclear war and consumes resources vitally needed for overcoming 
the problems of hunger and poverty in today's world; 


- making clear that, in the long run, a secure peace cannot be obtained 
by the strategy of mutual deterrence; though the equilibrium of forces 
may prevent war for a limited period and may therefore serve a purpose 
at this stage, it does not provide the basis for a longterm solution; 


- supporting all genuine efforts at disarmament through multilateral as 
well as bilateral negotiations; 


- inviting the governments of our country to take measures which contri- 
bute to building up mutual trust, e.g. renouncing the first use of 
nuclear weapons or undertaking limited unilateral reduction of the 
nuclear arms arsenal; 


-~ encouraging movements in our country protesting against the production 
of nuclear arms and interpreting their aspirations and demands to the 
political authorities. 


We are aware of the enormous difficulties in translating such an attitude 

to nuclear arms into political reality. We recognize and share in these 
difficulties. On the other hand, we are convinced that only on the basis 

of a determined stand can the political will to find a way out of the impasse 
and new solutions grow... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Suggestions for Jewish-Christian Dialogue" EPS 83,.06:0da 


The following is excerpted from a presentatton by Allan Brockway to the 

seventh Nattonal Workshop on Christtan-Jewtsh Relations in Boston [25-28 April, 
EPS 83.05.51,20]. Brockway ts programme secretary for Christtan-Jewish relattons 
_ at the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


...Christians who for both moral and theological reasons can identify neither 
with their Christian compatriots who condemn Israel nor with those who support 
Israel right or wrong, now often find themselves frustrated and angry - as much 
with themselves as anyone else - because of their inability to find clear, un- 
ambiguous handles on the situation... 


It is for [this] group, ...and also for their Jewish dialogue partners...that 
I would offer a suggestion. It is a suggestion that does not pretend to easy 
or simple ways out of what may well be an impossible dilemma. But it does 
suggest a way off dead center. 


First, do not enter into argument with those whose stock in trade is composed 
of casuality statistics. Trying to trade off Palestinian horror stories with 
Israeli horror stories is a dead-end road. 


Second, reject the temptations to justify the actions of either side in the 
war and do not try to justify church or Jewish agency statements that casti- 
gate the other. 


Instead, let us attempt in dialogue to focus on underlying issues, those that 
must be addressed if progress in Jewish-Christian relations is to be made in 
the aftermath of the war. A precondition on the Christian side has to be an 
unqualified affirmation of the validity and integrity of the State of Israel. 
It is simply a fact that fruitful dialogue with Jews is impossible otherwise. 


But what are the underlying issues ? To my mind there is one that overshadows 
all others. I would put it in a formula that comes straight out of the 
Christian holy writings: But who do you say that the Palestinians are ? 


For years now Jews have been saying to Christians, sometimes gently and some- 
times not so gently, "We're delighted you think antisemitism is sin against 
God and man, that you are examining your tradition and practice for signs 

of anti-Judaism in order to eradicate it - but what do you say about Israel 2?" 
The answer Christians have given, explicit or implied, has determined the 
viability of continued dialogue. 


But...now the question is not the political and theological legitimacy of 
Israel. Rather, it is the identity and integrity of the Palestinians. And 
the answer to the question is not definite or certain; it is a genuine 
question for dialogue on the part of Christians and Jews alike. "But who do 
you say the Palestinians are ?" 


The questions that follow from the basic question are startlingly like those 
that have been applied to Israel and the Jewish People: Does it make sense 

to talk of the Palestinian people ? What does it mean to be a people ? Do 
the Palestinians have the right to tell Christians and Jews who they are ? If 
so, do Jews and Christians have the right to determine which Palestinians they 
will believe when they define themselves ? 


Granted that these are all loaded questions. But dialogue that gets to the 
heart of critical issues always deals with loaded questions. It will take 
courage for Jews and Christians to sit down together and address what I might 
ironically call the Palestinian question. But unless they do, I fear the 
dialogue will be stalemated and the progress of the last decades hindered or 
stopped. 


EPS 
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SA CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
PRESIDENT RESIGNS Service 83.06.19 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - The president of the South African Council of Churches, 
Peter Storey, has resigned. A member of the SACC executive committee for nine 
years, Storey is pastor of John Rees, the former SACC general secretary who 


was convicted last month of 29 counts of fraud against the ecumenical organi- 
sation [EPS 83.06.02]. 


In a statement, the SACC executive committee said it received the resignation 
"with regret" and added its "deep gratitude for, and appreciation of" Storey's 
leadership. It said it "appreciates the impossible situation" created by the 
Storey-Rees relationship. 


In another statement, from a joint meeting of its finance committee and leaders 
of SACC member denominations, the SACC says it will take “appropriate steps to 
recover its funds" from Rees, and "undertakes to consider ways and means of 
bringing a Christian brother to repentance and to making restitution to the 
SACC". The statement says Rees "deceived the very body he built up so signi- 
ficantly" and "by his actions contributed towards the situation which led to 
the government's appointment of the Eloff Commission," which is investigating 
ete SSACUSTEPS*83 /06%02 3703 7129903" 96503585 783202). 81s 8211325. 09 TT. 


In another statement, the SACC executive committee and leaders of the SACC 
denominations have expressed "deep shock and horror" at two bomb explosions 
[Pretoria, 20 May, and Bloemfontein, 26 May] and a South Africa defense force 
raid into Mozambique [23 May]. It calls the three “evidence that the spiral 
of violence is increasing at an alarming rate". 


The SACC statement calls the "structural violence" built into the South 
African apartheid (race separation) system "the cause for the violent res- 
ponse of those who have not voice in the affairs of the country and who 
despair of ever getting a fair deal in the land of their birth". It urges 

the government to "cease all pre-emptive raids but rather pre-empt atrocities 
by entering into serious and meaningful negotiations with those many groups 
which "out of sheer despair, seek to establish a free, just, and participatory 
society even by violent means". 


EPS 


UNLTING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDERS EUCHARIST, CHILDREN Service 83.06.20 


SYDNEY (EPS) - A three-day meeting between groups in the Uniting Church in 
Australia concerned with liturgy, doctrine, and Christian education has 
produced agreement on several points in connection with the admission of 
baptised young children to the eucharist. 


The 1985 UCA assembly is to deal with the issue. The reported consensus of 
those at the consultation is that baptism is basic to the understanding of 
membership and church participation, the UCA understanding makes it appropri- 
ate for all baptised persons to participate in the eucharist, the leadership 
of congregations is to help baptised persons, including young children, par- 
ticipate, and young children's participation is to be accomplished in a past- 
orally sensitive way. 


The group's conclusion is that it is normally appropriate for children to 
participate when they show a desire and some awareness of the special nature 
of the eucharist. 


EPS 
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CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
HOLDS DISARMAMENT MEETING Service 83.06.21 


BUDAPEST (EPS) - More than 150 church representatives from nearly 30 countries 
met for four days here [24-27 May] under the auspices of the Prague-based 
Christian Peace Conference to discuss the contribution of the churches to the 
promotion of disarmament. 


In a report of its findings [EPS 83.06.40], the group outlines six "essential" 
steps on the "political level", including "immediate introduction of the 
nuclear arms freeze" and an "immediate declaration for the rejection of first- 
strike of nuclear weapons". 


Participants call on the US and USSR to "retreat from a policy of confronta- 
tion to a policy of negotiation" and to "set the goal of negotiation as equal 
security for both sides at the lowest possible armament level". In that 
connection, "our consultation was dismayed to hear of the decision taken by 
the US House of Representatives to facilitate the development and production 
of MX missiles. We support those American churches and peace movements," the 
group adds, "who are striving to undo this armament escalation." 


The findings also make a nine-point appeal "on the level of our Christian 
community...to all churches and Christians". Noting the 25th anniversary 

of the organisation, CPC President Karoly Toth, a Hungarian Reformed bishop, 
said the consuitation's task was to "clarify the threat" of "weapons of mass 
destruction". 


Three main speakers for the consultation were Gert Bastian, a retired general 
and member of the FRG (West German) parliament; Georgios Koumanakos, a Greek 
general; and Alexei Arbatov, a professor on the staff of the world economy 
and international relations institute of the Soviet Academy of Sciences. 


According to the group's communiqué, among subjects covered by the speakers 
were the "irrationality of the deterrence doctrine" (Bastian), "the dynamic 
strengthening of the global strategy which results in the encirclement of 
socialist countries and suppression of liberation movements in the Mediter- 
ranean area by USA and NATO" (Koumanakos), and "the peace proposals of the 
Soviet Union...and...a critical analysis of the proposals of the Reagan 
administration" (Arbatov). 


The consultation divided into three working groups to consider "the future 

of the policy of detente and the process begun in Helsinki" (a reference to 
the 1975 treaty on cooperation and security in Europe), "the actual problems 
of the NATO decision on the deployment of the medium-range missiles in Europe 
and its realization," and "the possibilities of cooperation of the various 
peace movements." 


EPS 


FRENCH REFORMED AFFIRM Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL INVOLVEMENT Service 83.06.22 


NANCY, France (EPS) - The 76th national synod of the Reformed Church of France 
(ERF) [12-15 May] spent the bulk of its time considering its ecumenical 
relations, with Roman Catholic relations prompting the most debate. 


Earlier this year, the French Roman Catholic bishops issued a cautionary memo 
about intercommunion, practiced informally in some areas and contrary to 
official RC teaching [EPS 83.03.141]. Without responding directly to the 
bishops' document, the synod noted that the ERF position is that all are 
welcome at the eucharist "members or not of our church, who come discerning 
in the Lord's Supper the body and blood of Christ". 


The synod was attended by four Roman Catholic observers. The synod document 
says the ERF and Roman Catholicism "share the essentials of the apostolic 
faith. But there remains a central point on which ecumenical debate needs to 
be carried on. Is not this [Roman Catholic] church imprisoned in a system of 
institutional guarantees which are taken to be a necessary channel of [God's] 
grace and which are in fact substituted for the certitude of faith?" 


In his presentation, Jean-Pierre Monsarrat, president of the ERF national 
council, countered recent media attacks on the World Council of Churches. 
"Tt is unacceptable," he said, "that people try to discount its proclamation 
of the gospel by accusing it of being a prisoner of a human ideology." 


In other action, the synod: 


= set in motion a process which is to lead to a major discussion of the 
ministry of the church at the 1985 synod, 


- urged, in solidarity with the Evangelical Church of Polynesia, that 
Christians in France work to end French atomic tests in the Pacific, 


- affirmed support for those in Central America "persecuted, massacred, 
tortured because they have taken the side of the poor in the name of 
the gospel", 


ms supported the Evangelical Church in New Caledonia "in its difficult 
mission of counselling, reconciliation, and hope" in connection with 
controversy there about possible independence for the Pacific 
territory, 


= re-elected Monsarrat to a three-year term. 
Another French denomination, the Federation of Evangelical Baptist Churches, 
also held its annual congress last month, [11-12 May] in Massy. The theme 


was "you will be fishing for human beings". 
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YM/YW REPS MEET ON | Ecumenical Press 
REFUGEES IN EUROPE Service 83.06.23 


VIENNA (EPS) - Twenty-eight representatives from national councils of YM and 
YWCAs in 11 European countries met here [24-28 May] to consider the situation 
of refugees in Europe. 


The group voiced concern about reports of increasingly anti-foreign and some- 
times racist reactions to refugees. Recognising that national governments and 
intergovernmental agencies try to deal with refugees' physical needs, it 
lamented that their spiritual, social, and cultural needs, as well as employ- 
ment opportunities, are often neglected. 


The consultation made five recommendations to national YM/YW movements: 


= raise awareness of the situation of refugees in Europe and of the 
various governmental responses to the situation, 


- apply particular attention to the increasing restrictions placed on 
the rights on asylum in European countries, 


= educate members and local people as to their responsibilities towards 
the special needs of asylum seekers and refugees living in their 
countries, 


- extend the educational process to include the search for root causes 
of refugee problems, 


- involve the refugees themselves as much as possible in these 


programmes. 
EPS 
SWISS SYNOD HIGHLIGHTS Ecumenical Press 
WORSHIP, LIFE THREATS Service 83.06.24 


BIENNE, Switzerland (EPS) - The Swiss Protestant Synod, in the first of a pro- 
jected eight semi-annual meetings [here, 12-15 May] has highlighted two of 
eight themes for major attention in the months ahead - renewal of worship and 
threats to life. 


In a "letter to the Protestants of Switzerland", the 200-member body warns 
that "if we want to come to grips with the major questions of our time, we 
cannot...remain any longer enclosed in our cantonal [area] and linguistic 
boundaries." It also calls for concern "as citizens of a rich country" about 
world issues, such as peace and development. 


Describing Swiss Protestant worship, the synod letter says it needs to be 
‘conceived in a more communal manner, to concern the whole person, and be an 
occasion for great diversity." 


As for threats to life, the letter says, among other things, that "conscien- 
tious objection to military service can be a form of obedience to Jesus Christ." 
Currently, Swiss conscientious objectors are liable to prison terms. 


Most Swiss Christians are either Roman Catholic or Reformed, most of the latter 
as part of 18 cantonal (area) churches, which, with small Methodist and Evang- 
elical Free bodies form the Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland. 
pete to a synod delegate from the Swiss Mennonites, the letter speaks of 
the "incredible injustice" done to them since the Reformation, and welcomes 

the delegate's presence as a "sign of reconciliation". 


EPS 


UK CHURCH ASSEMBLIES Ecumenical Press 
VOTE ON DISARMAMENT Service 83.06.25 


LONDON (EPS) - Recent annual assemblies of four British denominations have 
taken stands on peace and disarmament issues. 


Meeting in Brighton, the general assembly of the United Reformed Church voted 
381-180 to call on its congregations and individual members to oppose the use 
of nuclear power for warlike purposes, to work for the removal of nuclear 
weapons from UK territory, to oppose deployment of cruise missiles in the UK, 
to press for an end to the manufacture and purchase of nuclear armaments by 
the UK government, and to urge cancellation of the proposed Trident missile 
programme. It also urged the UK to give up its existing nuclear armament 
immediately as a step towards an early end to the international arms race by 
multilateral disarmament. 


In Edinburgh, the general assembly of the [Reformed (Presbyterian) ] Church of 
Scotland declined to reaffirm a stance it took last year when it accepted an 
amendment which suggested a unilateral disarmament position. This year, by 

a large majority, it endorsed the view that "nuclear arms, including readiness 
to use them, are by their nature morally wrong". It called for negotiations 
to achieve an immediate freeze on further research into and development and 
deployment of nuclear weapons "as a major first step towards disarmament". 


In Perth, the general synod of the Scottish [Anglican] Episcopal Church said 
it is part of the "growing body of Christian opinion which believes that the 
use of nuclear weapons cannot be justified on moral grounds". It also called 
for cancellation of the Trident programme, rejection of cruise missiles in the 
UK, moves towards a no-first-strike policy regarding nuclear weapons, and 
"realistic integrated East-West negotiations" toward multilateral disarmament. 


The yearly meeting of the [Quaker] Society of Friends endorsed plans by about 
a third of its headquarters staff in London to withhold a portion of their 
income tax as a form of conscientious objection to military expenditure. 
Because staff taxes are withheld by the employer, the meeting, as employer, 
has to cooperate to put the staff plan into effect. 


Earlier this year, Paul Oestreicher, Anglican pacifist and assistant general 
secretary of the British Council of Churches, announced he would withhold a 
small portion of his income tax "as an act of conscientious objection to the 
manufacture, possession and threatened use of nuclear weapons" by the UK 
government. 


In other action by the CS assembly, a substantial majority urged the UK 
government to resume negotiations with Argentina over the disputed Falklands/ 
Malvinas islands. A proposal to establish dialogue with white Reformed 
churches in South Africa failed. Rather, the assembly endorsed the finding 
of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches that apartheid (race separation), 
which the white churches allow, is heresy. It also backed a call for a 
boycott of South African goods. 


The annual Methodist conference [Middlesborough, 21 June - 1 July] is also 
scheduled to debate scrapping the independent UK nuclear deterrent, as one 
of several steps in a programme based on both unilateral and multilateral 
disarmament approaches. 
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US LUTHERANS PONDER Ecumenical Press 
WORKER-PRIEST ROLE Service 83.06.26 


The following is abridged and adapted from a report distributed by the 
communteation office of the Amertcan Lutheran Church. 


SAN ANTONIO, Texas, US (EPS) - The Apostle Paul would have felt at home. More 
than half of the 25 people gathered here for a three-day conference were his 
kind of people. They were all Lutheran pastors but most of.their income came 
from a so-called secular occupation. 


They weren't quite sure what to call themselves. Paul had been a tentmaker, 
and that seemed to be the most acceptable term for them. The problem is that 
only those who know that Paul was a tentmaker would know what the term meant. 
They were reasonably comfortable with "worker-priest", but Lutheran pastors 
generally aren't known as priests. As one of them said, "I had a hard enough 
time getting my congregation to say ‘holy catholic church' when the green 
hymnal came out." 


The least acceptable term was "dual vocation". They all denied that they had 
more than one vocation. They were ministers. They agreed that just as a 
doctor is never not a doctor, so a minister is never not a minister. "Dual 
role'' was more acceptable, for that is what distinguishes them from other 
pastors. At times they fill the role of being pastor of a congregation; at 
other times they serve in a variety of occupations. 


Charles Mohr is a pastor of two congregations near Fredericksburg, Texas, but 
he is also a rancher. Most of his salary comes from ranching. Charles Ager 
serves a congregation near Fredericksburg, but he is also a carpenter and 
teaches acrobatics. Robert Thronson spends about 10 hours a week as an 
assistant in a congregation in San Antonio, but puts in a full 40-hour week 
in private practice as a psychotherapist and marriage counselor. 


Wayne Walther was the only one in the group not currently on a Lutheran clergy 
roster. He was ordained, but he has been listed as "without call", because 

he did not serve a parish for more than three years, during which time he was 
a landscape gardener. Now a congregation in his community is without a pastor 
and he has been licensed to serve them. 


Timothy Brueckner is a pastor in Gold Beach, Oregon, but his congregation 
allows for a flexible schedule. For a while he was serving the parish four 
days a week. Now he has an arrangement that allows him to give considerable 
time as a tourist guide in the rivers and forests of Oregon during the vaca- 
tion season. 


Another characteristic about these "tentmaking" ministers is that the church 
doesn't know quite what to do with them. They get characterized as part-time 
ministers. And until their congregations get used to this non-traditional 
arrangement, they sometimes think of themselves as part-time congregations 
and wonder when they are going to get a "real" pastor. 


But these tentmaking, worker-priest, dual-role clergy not only have St. Paul 

as a model; they may well be a wave of the future. It was pointed out that 
North America and Europe are the only places where economics will allow a 
full-time, paid clergy as the normal way of providing pastors for congregations. 


The center of Christianity is shifting more and more to Africa and South 
America, where at present only one in five pastors is on a full-time salary 
from the church. It may take several decades or more before the worker-priest 
model becomes totally acceptable in the United States, but there is little 
doubt that their number will increase. 

EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.06.27-33 


83.06.27 LATIN AMERICAN LUTHERAN EDUCATION STUDY: The church cooperation 
commission of the Lutheran World Federation has called for an LWF study of the 
theological education needs of Latin American Lutheranism. At its meeting in 
Jose C. Paz, Argentina, some concern was voiced that Lutheran pastors trained 
at ecumenical seminaries in Latin America, as most of them are, are unduly 
influenced by liberation theology, to the exclusion of other points of view. 
However, others urged that an emphasis on Lutheran identity in theological 
education not be at the expense of ecumenical cooperation. 


83.06.28 FRENCH INTERFAITH SUICIDE STATEMENT: The presidents of the committee 
of Eastern Orthodox bishops, the conference of Roman Catholic bishops, and the 
Protestant federation of France, plus the country's chief rabbi, have issued a 
joint statement affirming life as a gift of God and the need to support those 
who have lost hope. The four said their statement was prompted by "certain 
publications which go so far as to exalt suicide". 


83.06.29 CHILE CHURCH IN OPPOSITION: In a dispatch [20 May] from Santiago, 
the French news agency AFP reports that "the Chilean church has been slowly 
transformed in the last decade into the official opposition to the government 
of General Augusto Pinochet. It has filled the political void caused by the 
prohibition of political parties and the exile or death of the most active 
opponents of the regime." 


83.06.30 CANNES ECUMENICAL FILM PRIZE: The ecumenical jury at the Cannes 
Film Festival this year has given its prize to "Nostalgia", a film by Andrei 
Tarkovski. The jury said the film, "in a new language leads to spiritual re- 
flection and invites one to continue to hope, in spite of everything". The 
jury also made special mention of the spiritual values of films from Italy 
("Camina, Camina", Ernanno Olmi), France ("L'Argent", Robert Bresson), US 
("Tender Mercies", Brice Beresford), Switzerland ("La Mort de Mario Ricci", 
Claude Goretta), and Hungary ("Job Lazadasa", Gyongyoss Imre). 


83.06.31 ASIAN CHURCH LEADERS TO CHINA: What is said to be the first official 
visit to China by a group of Asian church leaders took place this month [1-14 
June]. The visitors came from Hong Kong, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
India, and Malaysia, and were scheduled to visit five Chinese cities. 


83.06.32 ETHIOPIAN LUTHERAN REPORT: Citing "Lutheran sources in Germany," the 
"World Dateline" newsletter of the Lutheran Church in America says "local 
authorities are making it virtually impossible for congregations to function 

in Ethiopia's Wollega region". On the other hand, in the capital region, 
"there are no restrictions in regard to congregational or diaconal (social 
service) work of the church". 


83.06.33 US LUTHERANS ON SANCTUARY: Asked to "affirm" the ministry of congre- 
gations offering sanctuary to refugees from Central America who are in the US 
illegally, representatives of the five denominations which make up the Lutheran 
Council in the USA decided instead to ask them to consider actions regarding 
churches as sanctuaries "in accord with their individual processes for shep- 
herding congregations". Church leaders present expressed unease with the 
proposal for affirmation because it involves an endorsement of law-breaking, 
and also because it was though to be "going around our church channels". 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.06.34-39 » 


83.06.34 WCC/NCC, WCC/RES MEETINGS: The general secretaries and other 
representatives of the World and [US] National Councils of Churches met in 
London [28-31 May] to discuss relationships between the two ecumenical 
organisations. In another inter-organisational meeting, WCC representatives 
met counterparts from the Grand Rapids, Michigan-based Reformed Ecumenical 
Synod [21-22 April] to discuss human-rights concerns of the two bodies. RES 
General Secretary Paul Schrotenboer called the encounter "one of the most 
helpful the RES has had with the WCC''. The RES, which groups conservative 
Reformed denominations, has officially questioned the propriety of simultaneous 
WCC and RES membership, which is held by a few RES members. 


83.06.35 METHODIST ATTITUDES: A poll of United Methodist clergy and lay 
leaders in the US shows "potentially destructive divisions" within the deno- 
mination. Basing questions on stands taken at the 1980 UM general conference, 
the poll shows clergy and laity in general agreement on four issues, in marked 
disagreement on 21. The results also indicate "more serious" divisions between 
congregations and national UM agencies. 


83.06.36 NORDIC PENTECOSTAL TV: Nordic Pentecostals are reportedly discussing 
a joint venture allowing them to broadcast programs in Europe via satellite. 


83.06.37 DANISH BAPTIST PROPOSAL: "Church News from Denmark" reports that 

Danish Baptists are considering a proposal by which persons "already living 
and practicing the Christian faith" would not have to be baptised to become 
Baptists if they had been baptised previously, even as infants or small children. — 


83.06.38 DUTCH CLEMENCY APPEAL: The chairpersons of the two major Reformed 
church synods in the Netherlands (NHK and GKN) have appealed to the state 
president of South Africa for clemency for six people sentenced to death. 
Carrying out the sentences, say C.B. Roos and A.C. Hofland, could "sharpen 

the social conflict in South Africa and...lead to a growing gap between the 
black and white population". They describe the six - Simon Mogoerane, Jerry 
Mosololi, Marcus Motaung, David Moise, Johannes Shabangu, and Anthony Tsotsobe - 
a part of a "generation of young black South Africans who carry the scars of the 
1970s on them and are consciously striving for a new South Africa in which all 
who live be equal and live in peace”. 


83.06.39 LUTHERANS ON "HEALTH CARE CRISIS": A three-day meeting in Omaha, 
Nebraska, US [13-15 May] sponsored by the Lutheran Church in America considered 
the current "health care crisis" and church "responsibility to give leadership 
in health and healing". Among PEUROP als put forth were that community nurses 
might be based in congregations as "ministers of health". Harvard theologian 
Krister Stendahl, in his keynote presentation, observed that "there is a sound 
respect for worldly skills in the Lutheran tradition...There's a way," he 
continued, "that skills and science do not need to be baptised Ee, be good. 


If I'm sick enough, I don't care what the faith of the doctor is. He also 
raised the question of the church's role in health care in societies where 
that responsibility has been assumed to some extent by government. "The church 


has been at its best," he said, "when it chose for the kingdom's sake to do 


what no one else wanted to do. At one time that was health care. Perhaps we 
should move on." 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "CPC Disarmament Consultation" EPS 83.06.40 


The following ts excerpted from the "findings of Chrtsttans, church represen- 
tatives and experts on disarmament problems" who met 24-27 May tn Budapest 
under the ausptces of the Prague-based Chrtstian Peace Council [EPS 83.06.21] 


...On the political level, we consider the following steps essential: 


1) Immediate introduction of the nuclear arms freeze which is a halt in the 
development, production and deployment of all nuclear weapons and their 
delivery systems. This is a first step towards nuclear disarmament. This 
includes especially the annulment of part of the NATO double-track decision 

of 1979 and the deployment deadlines foreseen for Autumn 1983 for Pershing II 
and cruise missiles in West-Europe must be postponed, in order to create more 
time for negotiations on real steps towards disarmament. We regret that while 
the current Geneva disarmament talks are still proceeding, deployment of new 
medium-range missiles in Western Europe is already being prepared, e.g. at 
Comiso, Italy, and Greenham Common, Great Britain. 


2) Conclusion of a treaty of non-aggression between NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact countries and all interested non-aligned states. 


=) Immediate declaration for the rejection of first-strike of nuclear 
weapons. 


4) Creation of nuclear-free zones, especially in Europe, as a concrete 
confidence~-building step towards disarmament. 


5) Summoning to Stockholm of an all-European disarmament conference, recom- 
mended by the majority of participants of CSCE in Madrid. 


6) Proclamation of an obligatory international cooling-off period for all 
countries concerned, at least for the duration of the Stockholm negotiations 
possibly before the end of the year. The proposals made by the independent 
Palme Commission could serve as a guideline. 


-.-On the level of our Christian community, we address to all churches and 
Christians the following appeal: 


ie Point out, repeatedly and consistently, the connection between arms 
expenditure of the industrial countries and the poverty in the Third World. 

We find this connection all the more important, as increased armament has 
failed to bring increased security. It has only made peace more uncertain and 
caused substantial cuts in social provisions and in aid to the Third World. 


Bs Let us resolutely counter the assertion that nuclear war could be initiated 
and won. 


3% Let us ensure that we are provided with up-to-date information. The 
statements made by numerous peace movements in all parts of the world, and by 
many religious and church authorities, are a sign of hope that in this way a 
decisive breakthrough may be achieved, and good use be made of God's period 
of grace. 


4. The glad tidings of Jesus Christ must inspire Christians and church rep- 
resentatives to comprehensive confidence-building, encouragement and new hope. 
All forms of hatred, mistrust and hostility must be rejected by Christians. 
The trust God places in us each day anew must be accepted responsibly. It 
must be passed on to our neighbours in all parts of the world, because they, 
as we,are created in God's image... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Ecumenism East and West" EPS 83.06.41 


The following ts excerpted from an address by [Eastern Orthodox] Patrtarch 
Ignattos IV of Antioch and All the East during a vtsit [18-19 May] to the 
World Counetl of Churches tn Geneva. [EPS 83.06.18, BacUoelos 


We come from a land where earthquakes have decimated whole populations, a 

land where heresies have flourished, where religion has clashed with religion 
and where peoples have been trampled underfoot - a land where the most obvious 
continuity is of strife, blood and fire. 


Coming as we do from that background, you will realize our fears and frustra- 
tions, but you should also know that the breath of the Spirit is driving us 
forward to a deep ecumenical understanding, which has led us to humble, 
harmonious encounter with Western Christians. That encounter has wiped out 
the memory of the inadequacy of foreign missionary activity within our church 
environment. Our aim in joining the World Council of Churches was to discover 
with all Orthodox churches the genuine elements of the gospel in Western 
Christianity, whose particular concern seemed to us to be to live day by day 
in faithfulness to the Charter of the Kingdom. 


We were aware that, if the schism between East and West had not taken place, 
the questions raised by the Reformation would not have arisen, or, if they 
had, would have arisen in a different and less acute way. The dialogue 
between the churches of the Reformation and the Roman Catholic church 
challenged us because of its depth. 


I am not unaware that some Orthodox and even certain Western circles find it 
more congenial, more comfortable and (if I may say so) less challenging to 
limit encounter to the ambit of Western Christendom, between Romans and non- 
Romans. But it is our firm conviction that to do so would be to the impover- 
ishment of the churches and would result in failure to ask the questions which 
need to be put to a theology over-preoccupied with the West. That is yet one 
more reason for a sympathetic and loving Orthodox presence within the Council. 
May we prove equal to the hope that many Christians place in us. 


We understand, moreover, that a certain unhealthy conservatism, due in part 

to our historical isolation, can make the West impatient with us. But the 
West itself must learn that the immense problems of society, of development 
and of practical action in general could not be approached by East and West 

in the same way, whatever their situations were. The links between theologi- 
cal contemplation and action (and even culture) are not viewed in the same way 
by East and West, since we have become different people. In our ecumenical 
family we are thorns in one another's flesh! But suffering is a spur to 
prayer, which will bring about the miracle which will enable us to pass beyond 
our divergences. 


Here despite their internal divisions, the Orthodox are together and of one 
mind in their ecumenical endeavours. The unity of Orthodoxy at the visible 
level is coming into being. Grace alone will bring us to that...boldness of 
which the apostle Paul and the liturgy speak. When Orthodox unity becomes a 
concrete reality by the spirit of prophecy, dialogue between us and our 
Christian brothers will become fruitful in unsuspected ways. Perhaps the 
Antiochene experience of freedom will uncover the deep roots of a Christianity 
which is not heavily in bondage to the past. Our search for our own Antiochene 
identity in all aspects of church life will perhaps contribute to make our 
patriarchate more aware of its role as a witness to Christ in our region and 
of all that is creative in the Christian world... [Translated from the French; 


Language Service, WCC. 
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ECUVIEW: "The Reagan Administration and the SACC" EPS 83.06.42 


The followtng ts adapted and abridged from a report prepared by South Afrtcan 
journalist Hennte Serfontein. 


Will the Reagan administration "intervene" at a high level in a last-minute 
attempt to stop the South African Government from declaring the South African 
Council of Churches an affected organisation? This question is being asked 
in Western church, political and diplomatic circles in discussions on the 


policy of so-called "constructive engagement" towards South Africa, which is 
regarded as “a failure". 


The Eloff Commission of Enquiry into the SACC commenced its investigations 17 
months ago. Johan Coetzee, chief of the security police and police commis-— 
Sioner designate, was a key witness for the government. At the end of his 
lengthy submission he recommended that the SACC be declared an affected 
organisation. Should this happen it would mean that the SACC could no longer 
receive funds from its overseas church donors, which provide 96 percent of 
its total income. 


The commission itself is not obliged to make any recommendations. It could 
merely present a factual report about the finances, theology, support and 
domestic and international church links of the SACC. But regardless of 
whether the commission makes any recommendation, the government is free to 
take any action it wishes, as has happened in the past with other enquiries. 
It will most certainly consider declaring the SACC an affected organisation - 
especially in view of the plea by the influential Coetzee. 


In recent months the “constructive engagement" policy towards South Africa of 
the US government - which involves low-key, back-room negotiations and no 
public confrontations - has come under increasing criticism. Apart from 
African states and liberal groups in the West, the policy has in recent months 
also been criticized by influential moderate Republicans. 


A recent subcommittee hearing on Africa of the US House of Representatives, 

has focused attention on the importance of continued and increased financial 
aid to educational projects for blacks. It was stressed that the US has to 

gain credibility among blacks by ensuring its educational aid is channelled 

through "the foes of apartheid...such as the SACC". 


Significantly at present US-sponsored educational projects are channelled 
through the Educational Opportunities Committee (EOC), which is closely linked 
to the SACC. Its activities came under fire from Coetzee, who had accused the 
SACC of embarking on educational projects for political motives and as a step 
towards liberation. 


Diplomatic and church circles now claim that the issue of the SACC has become 
an important test for the Reagan policy of "constructive engagement" - which 
is generally described as "a one-way street in South Africa's favour". 


It is known that the US and other Western governments are "concerned" about 
possible government action against the SACC, and are monitoring the situation 
very closely. The visit of a number of leading church leaders from the US, 
the UK, the Netherlands, FRG (West Germany), Denmark, Norway and New Zealand 
to give evidence before the Eloff Commission has internationalised the whole 
issue and focussed international, political and church interest on the church- 
state conflict in South Africa. 
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ECUVIEW: "The Ecumenical Art of Public Speaking (1)" EPS 83.06.43 


The followtng ts abridged and adapted from an arttcle wtth the same tttle 
whteh appeared tn the May tssue of One World, magazine of the World Council 
of Churches. Author John Bluck ts WCC Communicatton Dtrector. 


...Foremost in any self-description of the WCC is its identity as a "fellow- 
ship of churches". That is not meant as a pious phrase, but as a hard-headed 
statement of theological and political limits and opportunities. The Council 
is therefore vocal where and when the churches want it to be, as in Central 
America and Southern Africa, and silent on other occasions and places, because 
the churches on the spot so choose. 

That rationale was spelled out clearly in an exchange of letters in 1981 between 
the WCC and the Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow, at a time when several 
Christian believers were on trial. In a public letter, the Council expressed 
its deep concern about the trials, traced the steps that the Russian church had 
already taken on behalf of the Christians, and affirmed its respect for the 
"complexity and particular character of the context in which your church with 
its millions of believers, as well as other Christian communities in your 
country, make their witness. This pattern of consultation and reflection also 
expresses the nature of our relationship with all our member churches." 
Recognizing this church-dependency of WCC statements is crucial for under- 
standing their content, tone and timing. The church connection is always 

there but sometimes can't be immediately and publicly explained, no matter 

how harsh the criticism. 

On Idi Amin's regime in Uganda, no WCC public statement was made until after 
Anglican Archbishop Luwum's assassination. But the "silence" had been 
expressly requested by the archbishop himself and his colleagues in Uganda 

at the time. 

There are other criteria, apart from church request and direction, for making 
and shaping WCC statements. The areas and issues being addressed should be 
ones on which "the WCC has direct involvement and long standing commitment". 
Where there is no member church presence, little can be said. On Afghanistan, 
which has no member churches, the WCC has spoken (critically about the military 
action by the USSR), but in the context of "growing threats to peace and the 
Sharp deterioration in the relations between the USA and the USSR". In those 
countries there are strong churches which have often used their common member- 
ship in the WCC to meet and develop strategies for peace. 

The WCC's general secretary Philip Potter, asked by the 1975 Assembly to 
explain the criteria in more detail, listed four further reasons for speaking: 
"as an expression of solidarity with people in a specific Situation; as a 

way of witnessing to the Gospel in concrete situations; as a recognition of 
the fact that silence on particular issues may show lack of concern; and to 
avoid possible distortions about the work of the Council where staff are 
expected to make representations." 

Merely listing the criteria for speaking, of course, does not answer criticisms 
of imbalance and partiality. To be sure, the Council has never claimed neu- 
trality: after all, the gospel which it seeks to express is biased in favour 
of those who have least and suffer most. When you survey the WCC's one hundred 
plus public statements in the seven years since the Nairobi Assembly, you can 
see that there has clearly been no attempt to even up issues and areas. State- 
ments on human rights and repression outnumber those on doctrinal theology and 
unity. Appeals for emergency relief outnumber calls for interfaith dialogue. 
Africa is addressed more often than Eastern Europe. And the existence of the 
Pacific is barely acknowledged. 

But to rely on such an index of public statements for testing the breadth of 


the WCC's concern is like measuring horses against kangaroos only on the basis 
of how far they can jump... EPS 
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SHOPTALK: 


The matertal tn thts tssue ts not the first itn EPS related to the upcoming 
WCC assembly. And there wtll be more in the next weeks. For addttonal 
tnformatton, refer to EPS 82.07.109 (noting that the final total of destg- 
nated tssues has been kept at the etght ltsted, and that changes have been 
made tn the worshtp plans ltsted as potnts 2 and 3), and EPS 83.03.59 
(supplemented by "shoptalk" tn EPS 50/11). ; 


After 15 July, the EPS editor leaves Geneva for Vaneouver. With the help 

of WCC colleagues and three adjunct journaltsts - Roger Kahle, Engltsh 
edttor at the Lutheran World Federation; Frances Smith, former edttor of 
EPS and now New York news dtrector for Untted Methodtst Communtcattons; and 
Harrtet Ziegler, news servtces dtrector at [US] Nattonal Counetl of Churches - 
EPS ts to appear etght times from Vancouver. Deadlines for those five-sheet 
tssues are 22, 26 and 29 July, and 2, 5, 9, 11 and 13 August. In Vancouver 
the EPS phone number ts 604/228 3595 (18-21 July and after 12 August only) 
and 604/228 4549 (22 July - 12 August). The EPS telex number ts 04-508421 
WCC AVCR. The address ts EPS/WCC, 2075 Wesbrook Mall, Untverstty of Brittsh 
Columbta, Vancouver V6T 1W5. 


Durtng the assembly pertod two tssues containing other news are to be sent 
to subsertbers from Geneva. The Geneva EPS team then tneludes Kathy Lowe, 
assoctate editor of the WCC magaztne One World, admtntstrattve asststant 
Jenny Thom, and communtcatton tntern Gtles Semper. They are avatlable at 
the usual EPS phone number - 022/98 89 88. 


EPS resumes regular publtcatton with the first tssue sent from Geneva in 
September. Montque McClellan, producer of the WCC audto feature service 
Intervoxr, ts to be edttor-in-charge for that tssue. 


At the assembly, the EPS team wtll be serving journalists in Vancouver with 
daily reports, and those who are not wtth the eight spectal issues. If you 
have econeerns, tnterests or tssues you would like us to be particularly 
mindful of as we do our Vancouver reporting, please let us know as much in 
advance as posstble. 


Thomas Hartley Dorris 
Edttor 


FIRST PRE-ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
WOMEN'S MEETING SET Service 83.06.44 


VANCOUVER (EPS) - At the assembly of the World Council of Churches here next 
month, there will be more women than ever before. Numbering 22 out of the 350 
delegates (6 percent) at the WCC's first assembly in Amsterdam in 1948, women 
delegates increased to 148 of 677 (22 percent) at the fifth assembly in Nairobi 
in 1975. The percentage of women delegates expected for Vancouver is between 
27 and 30 of the 900-plus representatives of the 300 WCC member churches. 


A sign of the increased role of women in the ecumenical movement is the four- 
day pre-assembly women's meeting set for 20-23 July. Organisers expect most 
of the female delegates and advisers and about 30 men to make up the 300 
participants in the first-ever event. 


According to Barbel von Wartenberg, head of the WCC sub-unit on women in 
church and society, the purpose of the meeting is to "give women a chance to 
clarify their own understanding of their participation, to raise questions 
with each other, and to build a supportive community". 


The five-element agenda includes an introduction on "women in the ecumenical 
movement," meant to deal with the questions "Where do we come from?" and 
"Where do we go to?" In connection with the assembly theme, "Jesus Christ — 
the Life of the World", two worship and Bible study sessions deal with 
images of life - "living stones" and "birth". 


Other sessions are to deal with the eight assembly issues "as women see them". 
Sessions on "how to live through an assembly" deal with programme, procedures, 
and structures of the 18-day event. A fifth element is a joint meeting be- 
tween youth and women to "help to strengthen mutual concerns and solidarity 
and to clarify some of the common interests and issues". 


The pre-assembly meeting concludes with the opening of the Well, a women's 
centre run by a local committee during the assembly itself. It is a place 
where "Canadian women and visitors can meet with delegates and exchange in- 
formation about the situation of women in the ecumenical world". 


Von Wartenberg says the pre-assembly meeting is the focus of a host of major 
questions for women and the whole church: "How will decisions in the assembly 
affect the lives of the millions of Christian women in all parts of the world? 
Will the women delegates raise their voices on behalf of their sisters at home 
and elsewhere? Will they dare to speak up in the presence of their powerful 
church leaders? Will they know how to use the communication system and other 
structures of the assembly effectively for their cause?" 


She also raises questions about women's sense of identity. "Will women 
support each other," she asks, “or will they allow other loyalties to prevail: 
confessional, regional, national, racial, cultural?...Will women refuse to 
build solidarity amongst themselves in order to avoid the accusations of 
dividing the community? Will they share with each other, without feelings of 
jealousy or competition, their hopes and their commitment to the church?" 


She doesn't suggest all the answers, but rather a hope that as a result of 
the pre-assembly meeting, "the women delegates will be better prepared to 

act as partners with men, better able to advocate and contribute to the total 
life of the assembly. May this partnership," she says, "signal a renewed 
community of women and men in the church and in society." 
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MORE YOUTH TO BE Ecumenical Press 
AT WCC ASSEMBLY Service 83.06.45 


VANCOUVER (EPD) - Of the 900-plus delegates expected here next month for the 
sixth assembly of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, about 15 percent 
of them will be under 30. That compares with a youth delegate percentage of 9 
at the last assembly, in 1975 in Nairobi. 


In addition, about 175 stewards - most of them youth - will be on hand to 
assist with the running of the assembly, expected to involve upwards of 3500 
people, including delegates, advisors, guests, staff, and media representa- 
tives. It is through assembly participation as stewards that some have 
begun their international, ecumenical careers. 


For five days (17-21 July) before the assembly opens: (24 July), stewards, 
youth delegates, and representatives of international organisations involved 
in youth work are scheduled to participate in a pre-assembly youth event. 


Nirmala Fenn, associate director of the WCC sub-unit on youth, describes the 
event as a time for youth to reflect on the assembly theme ("Jesus Christ - 
the Life of the World") "not as a statement of fact, but in the context of 
their own situation and experience. It will be an opportunity," she adds, 
"to renew our commitment to Jesus Christ and our claim that he is the life 
of the world." 


The gathering has three aims - "to prepare youth participants for meaningful 
and creative participation in the assembly, individually and collectively," 
"to bring together young people's concerns and experience from national, 
regional and international levels, build a common vision and a young people 
look for ways to achieve justice and unity in the years ahead," and "to 
provide the opportunity for stewards as well as delegates to become person- 
ally involved in the issues and procedures of the assembly." 


Keynoter for the event is WCC General Secretary Philip Potter, himself a 
youth participant in the first WCC assembly, in Amsterdam in 1948. A joint 
meeting with women involved in the pre-assembly women's meeting is set for 
the last evening of the youth event. 


A regional fair of exhibits and presentations is scheduled to highlight the 
different cultures, traditions, issues, and concerns of youth present. 
Stewards are expected in nine geographic categories - Africa, 20; Asia, 22; 
Australasia, 5; Caribbean, 9; Europe, 32; Latin America, 17; Middle East, 
WS Pacilic. “1s (Us gett sand wCanac eee 


An afternoon of the event has been set aside for an "exposure program" in the 
Vancouver area, for youth to visit "areas of concern and meet action groups 
involved in justice issues". 


Time is scheduled during the event to review what Fenn calls the "complex 
procedures of the assembly" and "a discussion on priorities and strategies 
among the young people" at it. Each morning begins with worship and biblical/ 
theological reflection on the assembly sub-themes. 


WCC youth director Carlos Sintado sums up the youth event - the first of its 
kind - as "the ground for facing the challenges that young people bring to 
the ecumenical movement, and to the life of the churches. It will be," he 
adds, "a moment to struggle for a renewed vision for the years ahead, a place 
for encounter and celebration in hope for a world where life in its fullness 
is a reality for all God's creatures." 


EPS 


FIRST WORLD COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
ASSEMBLIES REVIEWED Service 83.06.46 


The following overview of the first three assemblies of the World Counetl of 
Churches was prepared by Giles Semper, an tntern with the WCC communteatton 
department. 


In Amsterdam on the morning of 23 August 1948, Archbishop of Canterbury 
Geoffrey Fisher announced the unanimous acceptance of the proposal that 
"the formation of the World Council be declared, and is hereby, completed’. 
He called for a moment of prayer. Many testified to the incredulity with 
which they witnessed this, the opening of the first WCC assembly; all, how- 
ever, agreed to the need for such a body, particularly as the churches 
searched for direction after World War 2. 


Bringing together 351 delegates from 147 churches, the assembly took as its 
theme, 'Man's Disorder and God's Design'. Predictably, the atmosphere was 
more subdued than that of the pre-war meetings of the Faith and Order and 
Life and Work movements, and it was with grim determination that the assembly 
message spoke of ‘the intention of the members "to stay together’. 


In the event, many were surprised at the extent to which they managed to 
agree or ‘agree to differ' over issues of fundamental importance. Theolo- 
gical accord was reached under the sub-theme 'the universal church in God's 
design', stress being laid upon the connection of unity and renewal and the 
mutual responsibility of the churches to each other and to the world. The 
manifestation of this in action was taken up by the sections concerned with 
"the disorder of society’ and 'the international disorder'; apart from a 
commitment to aid for refugees, both were as yet only able to define broad 
criteria for action - the initiation of the idea of the responsible society 
on the part of the former, and rejection of war and refusal to be alligned 
with any political system on the part of the latter. 


Amsterdam would also be remembered for its strong reassertion of the impor- 
tance of mission. The report of the section discussing ‘the church's 
witness to God's design’ called it 'the beginning of a new epoch of mission- 
ary enterprise'. At the same time the assembly's largely ecclesiastical 
composition was criticised as the section looked to increased lay partici- 
pation in evangelism and the work of the church. 


The second assembly in Evanston, a Chicago suburb, in 1954, took the council 
to North America and its largest member churches. It was highly organised 
and highly advertised, attracting journalists in droves. The pressure which 
this created was felt by many to have been to the assembly's detriment. 


The theme, 'Jesus Christ - the Hope of the World', simultaneously demanding 
and optimistic, set the tone for an assembly at which churches committed 
themselves "to grow together'. The dimension of this growth proved, however, 
to be a point of contention between American and European attitudes, worked 
out in a debate of the kind of theology later described as ‘abstruse and 
meaningless’ by Archbishop of Canterbury Michael Ramsey. Faith and Order 

and Life and Work movements seemed once more to be autonomous as the weight 
of European theology cautioned against exaggerating the human role in effec- 
ting the divinely inspired ‘Hope of the World’. 


(Continued overleaf ) 


There was, nonetheless, a large-scale commitment to action, and to definition 
of the council's 'Hope' in more pragmatic terms, faced as it was by the re- 
alignment of the world power blocks; the presence of US President Dwight 
Eisenhower and UN Secretary-General Dag Hammarskj6ld added impetus to this. 
The sections, only loosely connected to the main theme, were more specific in 
their mandates and subtler in their evaluations of problems. Their findings 
were characterised by a greater accent on service and less on mission than 
had been the case at Amsterdam, although the question of evangelisation in 
one's own society received attention. 


In relation to this a whole section was assigned to 'The Laity: the Christian 
in his Vocation’. The idea of the ‘responsible society' was refined, but now, 
according to the report, as a standard rather than an absolute; the same 
section criticised ‘self righteous assurance concerning the political and 
social system of the West' and drew attention to the problems of economically 
underdeveloped regions. The statement under the sub-theme ‘Christians in the 
struggle for world community’ demanded international peace and justice; 
nations, it said, must disarm and recognise the potential role of the United 
Nations. The assignment of a section to the new subject of racial and ethnic 
tensions was followed by the establishment of a WCC department. 


It was before a much smaller press corps that the third assembly met in New 
Delhi in 1961; if Evanston had answered the interests of the ‘activists", 
New Delhi, a centre of ancient spirituality, provided an opportunity for 
reflection upon the unity at the centre of the ecumenical movement. 


One of the new churches that brought the total membership of the council to 
almost two hundred, was the Russian Orthodox. The ecumenical debut of the 
Russian and other Eastern European Orthodox was of primary importance at New 
Delhi for many delegates. ‘If we accept this opportunity’ said WCC General 
Secretary W.A.Visser 't Hooft, ‘our ecumenical tasks will not become easier, 
but we shall surely be greatly enriched". 


Review and recommitment at New Delhi was carried out in sections concerned 
with witness, service and unity, deliberately designed to overlap. The main 
theme, "Jesus Christ - the Light of the World' remained devotional in impor- 
tance, although its seeming exclusiveness was dealt with by the 'witness' 
section. 


The 'service' section made the most forthright attempt to identify itself 
with the needs of the individual in the Third World. Speakers such as 
Nigerian Francis Ibiam, who was to become one of the two first lay people 
elected among the six co-presidents of the council chosen at New Delhi, dis- 
missed the pure 'philanthropy' which had characterised the 'imperialistic' 
concern of the past. 


The keynote was, however perhaps provided by the section on ‘unity’. It 
placed the emphasis, after the initiative of the 1960 Faith and Order confer- 
ence, on ecumenism at the local church level. 


A quiet warning was sounded at New Delhi by Philip Potter, then chairman of 
the World Student Christian Federation, speaking in a session on ‘Faith and 
Order’. Young people who would shape the future of the ecumenical movement, 
he said, were being driven away by the slow progress of unity, and its en- 
trenchment in ecclesiastical institutions and scholastic theology. He spoke 
to an assembly at which the departure of some of the 'old guard’ of ecumenism 
was noticeable and which threatened to make the theological divide of Evanston 
much deeper. The 1968 Uppsala assembly, attempting to do justice to the theme 


"Behold I make all things new’ would hear the warning reiterated from the youth 
themselves. 
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LAST 2 WORLD COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
ASSEMBLIES REVIEWED Service 83.06.47 


The following overview of the last two assembltes of the World Council of 


Churches was prepared by Giles Semper, an intern with the WCC communtcatton 
department. 


The fourth assembly of the WCC met in Uppsala, Sweden, in July 1968. It was 
one third larger than any of its predecessors, with delegates present from 
232 churches in 84 countries. The largest voting delegation was that of the 
Orthodox, and one third of the participants came from the Third World. 


The theme, 'Behold, I make all things new', assumed a central importance. 
W.A. Visser 't Hooft, honorary president and retired WCC general secretary, 
warned that 'Many have their doubts about the relevance of the ecumenical 
movement and turn away from it with a sense of disappointment’. Eugene 
Carson Blake, the new general secretary, called on the assembly to "run the 
risks that true renewal of the churches and of the council requires’. 


Many commented that the structure of the assembly ought to have been renewed 
before anything else; it was felt that not enough time was devoted to the 
interrelation of delegates in smaller groups, and that the vast quantity of 
paperwork was obstructive, rather than conducive to better understanding. 
Particularly vocal in the call for renewal were youth, who made up a dele- 
gation of about 150. Frustrated at unwieldy procedures, they managed, how- 
ever, to secure three places on each of the assembly's two policy committees, 
but were unsuccessful in their application for voting status. 


In the event, Uppsala was not noted for its analysis of the church, but 
rather for its far-reaching examination of the rapidly changing world 
situation. An economic critique, which included an address by Zambian 
leader Kenneth Kaunda, led to statements in the sections that sought to 
assess the plight of the poor and oppressed. 


The first of these, dealing with 'world economic and social development ' 
called for a transfer of resources from the rich to the poor nations, better 
trading arrangements, a reduction in expenditure on armaments and the 
promotion of family planning. The financial responsibility of Christians 

to 'developing countries' was also stressed. The second ‘economic’ section, 
on 'justice and peace in international affairs',included a strong condem- 
nation of racism,and a clause specifically in support of conscientious 
objectors. 


Seen in terms of the atmosphere of Uppsala, the Nairobi assembly in 1975 was 
subdued. Said General Secretary Philip Potter, ‘Delegates realised that we 
were not living in the world of 1968, a time of student revolt'. This 
"cautious' assembly saw the WCC neither monopolised nor abandoned by the 
'radical' voices of Uppsala. Potter also noted that it refused to repudiate 
any WCC positions taken in the past. It approved various WCC constitutional 
changes. 


(Continued overleaf) 


Michael Manley, prime minister of Jamaica, in calling for more representative 
structures and pointing to 'the clear duty to make common cause with the 
Third World', undoubtedly expressed the tone of ‘liberation’ that was 

included in the theme, ‘Jesus Christ Frees and Unites'. He was, however, 
followed by Burgess Carr, then general secretary of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches, who criticised many Third World countries for not looking beyond 
the first 'liberation' to the establishment of effective government. He 
noted that in Africa there were five life presidents, and that new govern- 
ments of independent states often came by military coup. Another confession 
came from Robert McAfee Brown, deeply apologetic about US actions in Asia 
and Latin America. ‘Let us first look at the logs within our own eyes 
before we concentrate on the splinter in someone else's eye.’ From this 
standpoint of strong self-criticism, human rights in other parts of the 
world were vociferously defended, statements being made on the Middle East, 
Jerusalem, Angola, South Africa, Latin America and East Timor. However, 

the question arose as to the advisability of making a statement that might 
harm the life and work of Christians in the countries concerned. This 
discussion was brought to a head when a letter protesting the persecution 

of Russian Christians was published by the assembly newspaper. After 
lengthy debate, a measure calling for intense consultations on the 'relig- 
ious freedom' clause of the Helsinki Agreement was passed, albeit with 
significant abstentions. 


The section on 'Confessing Christ Today’ met in the light of the Lausanne 
Congress, at which the importance of evangelisation was reaffirmed. Many of 
the Third World delegates echoed this most strongly, as part of the outreach 
to the 'whole man in the world'. 'What unity requires' was to many the most 
important section, relating as it did the 'conciliar fellowship' of the WCC 
to common sacraments. 


The evangelism question was also aired in the section entitled 'seeking 
community: the common search of people of various faiths, cultures and 
ideologies’. Were Christians seeking a ‘spiritual compromise'? Dialogue 
was recommended, in order that justice might be done to the connection 
between the unity of humankind and the unity of the church. Discussions 
of the subtheme ‘education for liberation and community' questioned a sim- 
plistic interpretation of 'liberation'. It sought to define the ways in 
which education might 'alienate' an individual from society, culture and 
from God. 


The section ‘structures of injustice - struggle for liberation' was the 
most popular. Discussion took place under the headings 'racism', ‘sexism’ 
and ‘human rights'. All agreed to the need for fuller information on 
abuses of fundamental rights. 


The section 'human development: the ambiguities of power, technology and 
quality of life’ met in the light of a powerful address by Robert Birch, an 
Australian biologist, in which he described civilisation as a 'brontosaurus 
totally misadapted to the needs of survival' and called for theological re- 
examination of the issues. The section produced many recommendations on 
the causes of the technological revolution. 
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ADJUNCT ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
PROGRAMS PLANNED Service 83.06.48 


VANCOUVER (EPS) - Planners for the 18-day World Council of Churches assembly 
opening here 24 July have scheduled more than a dozen special public programs 
to supplement and parallel official assembly events and activities. Designed 
primarily for Vancouver-area residents and assembly visitors, the programs 
include a film festival, three major public forums, coffee houses, and a 
Canadian liturgical art exhibit. 


Eight midweek noonhour meetings are planned at the local Anglican cathedral, 
during which prominent assembly personalities are to make presentations and 
discuss issues with those who attend. The film festival is to present works 
which highlight various aspects of the assembly theme, "Jesus Christ - the 
Life of the World". 


There are to be two coffee houses, one more general, the other, in connection 
with the Canadian church agency Project Ploughshares, to emphasise peace and 
justice issues. 


A reception for persons of other faiths attending the assembly is scheduled 
for one evening. Also planned in connection with the assembly is publication 
of a book outlining the history of religions in the Canadian province of 
British Columbia, where Vancouver is located. 


Theme of the three public forums is "strengths for the ecumenical journey," 
focusing on mission, community, and prayer. A marketplace of ideas is being 
arranged, to be called the agora. Expected are about 60 small display booths 
for various agencies and organisations interested in various social concerns. 
A children's day camp is scheduled. 


The liturgical art collection is being loaned by the Canadian Conference of 
[Roman] Catholic Bishops. A concert series is projected, as well as two or 
three musical “artists in residence". Hundreds of church women in British 
Columbia have sewn several hundred seat cushions for use in the assembly 
plenary hall, plus 2800 tote bags for participants. 


The heritage of the native peoples of the area is to be presented during an 
evening including dance, storytelling, and song. Also planned is a native 
arbour (spirit house) in which native elders would be present to discuss 
their spirituality. 


A "multi-cultural happening" is scheduled for one Sunday afternoon and 
evening (31 July), including displays, workshops, and performing events. The 
evening meal for assembly participants that day is to be one of five menus 
from different cultures with the happening concluded by a multicultural per- 
formance of choirs and dancers. The following Sunday, assembly participants 
are specially invited to visit Vancouver congregations for worship, and to 
spend the afternoon with members for food and conversation. 
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ECUVIEW: "Peace & Justice Issues in Vancouver" EPS 83.06.49 | 


The following is adapted and abridged from an overview prepared by Wolfgang 
Schmidt, programme secretary for the Ecumenical Development Fund at the 


World Counetl of Churches. 


Each WCC assembly has developed its own profile and dynamics. Each has 
developed unexpected topics, which through the initiative of groups or 
delegates have suddenly gained prominence. Nevertheless, it is possible to 
identify a number of areas apart from the main assembly theme, on which the 
delegates’ interest and that of the wider public will focus next month. 


One area will be the ecumenical movement as a Christian movement for unity. 
Another area will be the entire task for mission and evangelism. One of the 
most prominent areas, however, on which considerable attention will be 
focused, is the concern for peace and justice in the world. The increasing 
involvement of the churches in this area is faced with two challenges today. 


The first takes the form of conservative criticism that the churches should 
stay away from controversial political issues and concentrate on their proper 
task of proclaiming the gospel. But the gospel of Jesus Christ is good news 
for all realms of life and the promise of God's Kingdom is a judgment at the 
same time over all misuse of human power. The assembly is therefore expected 
to restate in clear and convincing terms this central conviction which has 
guided the ecumenical movement since its beginning, i.e. that the struggle 
for justice and peace is a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the 
gospel. 


The second challenge arises from the fact that many Christians, particularly 
in Europe and North America, have committed themselves to the struggle for 
peace against the threats of nuclear annihilation with such singlemindedness 
that they have lost sight of the conditions of economic, political and social 
injustice, of oppression and racial discrimination which are at the origin of 
more than 150 local and regional wars which have been fought with millions of 
victims since the end of the Second World War. The assembly will be expected 
to relate the Christian concern for peace to the basic mandate to announce 
good news to the poor. The continuing WCC commitment in the struggle against 
racism and violation of human rights, against poverty and exploitation, has 
to be related to the equally clear commitment to the cause of peace and dis- 
armament and against militarism and the arms race. 


The assembly theme "Jesus Christ - The Life of the World", gives enough room 
to open the debate, but particularly three sub-themes express the concerns 
about peace and justice: "Life confronting and overcoming death"; "Life in 
fulness"; and "Life in unity". The main as well as the sub-themes are to be 
presented in initial plenary sessions. In addition, the concern will be 
presented in a plenary on the Pacific and another on "peace and justice" as 
well as in the public programme, film festival, and the women's programme. 


All assembly theological and ethical reflection on peace and justice culmi- 
nates in a symbolic action by the assembly 5-6 August. The purpose of this 
symbolic action is to manifest and rally commitment to the public position 
taken by the assembly and to offer up the common concerns for peace and 
justice in prayer and intercession. Guests of the assembly as well as people 
of Vancouver are invited to participate. It is anticipated that churches, 
Christian organisations and peace and justice movements all over the world 
will join in conducting similar manifestations in their home situations. 
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VANCOUVER RESOURCE LIST 


EPS: 83.06.50 


EPS subsertbers will automatically receive the eight spectal EPS tssues to be 


matled from Vancouver before, during, and after the assembly. 


They may also 


be ordered spectally and separately, as may any of the other resources out- 


lined on thts sheet. 


To order, send name, address, and a cheque or postal 


money order in Swiss frances, US dollars, or equivalent tn local currency to 
Assembly Resources, WCC Communtcatton Department, Box 66, CH-1211, Geneva 20. 


EPS 


Eight special issues of Ecumenical 
Press Service will provide day-by-day 
coverage of the Assembly, including 
four 1000-word news roundup stories, 
and background material on the 
Assembly's events and people. Issues 
will be airmailed from Vancouver on 
a 26, 29 July, 2, 5, 9, 11 and 13 
August. 


Sfr. 15.00 or US$7.50 


SOEPI 


The subjects covered by EPS will also 
be treated in four special issues of Ser- 
vice oecuménique de Presse et d’Infor- 
mation, written for the French- 
speaking public. 


Sfr. 9.50 or US$4.75 


OPD 
Three issues of a special Okume- 
nischer Pressedienst, one for each 
week of the Assembly, will provide 


news coverage from Vancouver for a 
German-speaking public. 


Sfr. 7.00 or US$3.50 


SEPI 


Three issues of a special Servicio Ecu- 
nénico de prensa e informacion, one 
or each week of the Assembly, will 
orovide news coverage from Van- 
ouver for a Spanish-speaking public. 


Sfr. 7.00 or US$3.50 


Headline telexing 


Headlines of news releases about the 
Assembly can be telexed from Van- 
couver each day during the Assembly 
in English, French, German. or 
Spanish. Full texts of selected stories 
can then be telexed on request at 
normal telex rates. Please specify lan- 
guage. 


Sfr. 65.00 or US$32.50 


One World 


A special Assembly issue of One 
World, featuring colour illustrations 
and interpretative coverage and over- 
view of the Assembly. This issue will 
be airmailed from Geneva to all One 
World subscribers in late August. 
Additional copies will also be avail- 
able by special order. 


Sfr. 4.00 or US$2.00 


Assembly daily paper 


An eight-page English-language tab- 
loid will be published daily at the 
Assembly, with selected articles in 
French, German and Spanish. A com- 
plete set of these will be airmailed in 
three separate packages, sent from 
Vancouver on 29 July, 5 and 10 
August. 


Sfr. 25.00 or US$12.50 
Intervox 


Two thirty-minute audio magazine 
programmes will be made available on 
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tape and cassette in English and 
French. The first, to be sent on 27 
July, will cover the opening days of 
the Assembly; the second, a wrapup of 
the entire programme, will be air- 
mailed on 12 August. Please specify 
format and language. 


Two tapes: Sfr. 45.00 or US$22.50 
Two cassettes: Sfr. 30.00 or US$15.00 


Highlights cassette 


A thirty-minute audio report in Eng- 
lish, featuring highlights of the 
Assembly, will be available for air- 
mailing from Vancouver on 10 
August. 


Sfr. 15.90 or US$7.95 


Assembly music 


A cassette featuring musical highlights 
drawn from the daily worship life of 
the Assembly will be available for air- 
mailing from Vancouver on 10 
August. 


Sfr. 15.90 or US$7.95 


Colour slides 


A wide range of Assembly activities 
will be featured in a selection of fifty 
colour slides, with short explanatory 
text, available for airmailing from 
Vancouver on !0 August. 


Sfr. 50.00 or US$25.00 


Continued overleaf 


Photographs 


A captioned selection of thirty black- 
and-white photographs (13 x 18 cm) 
will illustrate key Assembly speakers 
and events. The set will be airmailed 
from Vancouver on 10 August. 


Sfr. 125.00 or US$62.50 


Nairobi to Vancouver 


The official report of the Central 
Committee to the Sixth Assembly, 
covering the activities of all the 
WCC’s units and subunits from 
1975-1983, will be a central item on 
the Assembly agenda as delegates look 
to the WCC’s work for the years 
ahead. Published in English, French, 
German and Spanish, this report will 
be available in June 1983. Please 
specify language. 


Sfr. 30.00 or US$15.00 


Workbook 


The workbook for persons attending 
the Assembly provides a guide to the 
activities taking place during the 19- 
day programme. Available in June 
1983, in English, French, German and 
Spanish. Please specify language. 


Sfr. 10.00 or US$5.00 


Worship book 


The illustrated collection of litanies, 
songs and prayers from around the 
world which will be used at the regular 
daily worship sessions of the 
Assembly. Available in June 1983. 


Sfr. 15.90 or US$7.95 


Official report 


A complete account of the Assembly 
will be published in English, French, 
German and Spanish around the end 
of 1983. This will be the official report 


of the Sixth Assembly. Please specif 
language. . 


Sfr. 29.90 or US$14.95 


Video highlights 


A wide selection of Assembly even 
and news roundups will be available 
on request. Those who are interested 
in particular subjects should write for 
further information. Please specify 
length and format desired. , 


(invoiced separately) 


Audio/video feeds 


Live coverage of plenary sessions and 
major Assembly events can be 
arranged by contacting the host 
broadcaster. For information write to 
Broadcast Services, WCC Sixth 
Assembly; Canadian  Braodcasting 
Corporation; Box 4600; Vancouver, 


BC, Canada V6B 4A2. 4 


In addition, the following pre-assembly publications are available:- 


1s Leon Howell: 
192534 i86r 2 


ye John Poulton: 


Acting in Faith - The World Council of Churches since 
12550, 


Also available in French, German, Spanish. q 


The Feast of Life - A theological reflection on the 


theme "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World". Sfr. 9.90. Also 

available in French, German, Spanish. 
32 Images of Life - An invitation to Bible study. Sfr. 8.25. Also 

available in French, German, Spanish and many other languages. ; 
4. Issues - Discussion papers. Sfr. 9.90. Also available in French, 


German, Spanish. 


5a Rod Booth: 
Bit. hale os 


The Winds of God - The Canadian church faces the 1980's. 


GE Jesus Christ - the Life of the World - An Orthodox contribution to 


the Vancouver theme. 


Edited by Ion Bria. 


Sir. 


14.90. 


Ta The Lord of Life - Theological exploration of the theme "Jesus 


Christ - the Life of the World". 


SEES 22 750% 
8. Philip Potter: 


German. 


9. Handbook of the Member Churches of the WCC - Edited by Ans van der . 


Bent. “Sirs -455 


Life in All its Fullness - Reflections on the central 
issues of today's ecumenical agenda. 


Ser. 
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Edited by William lLazareth. 
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THE FIRST FIVE WCC ASSEMBLIES 


2983: Amsterdam, 1948 (The first six 
WCC presidents (l-r): Germanos, D.T. 
Niles, John Mott, G.F. Fisher, Marc 
Boegner, E. Eidem. Preacher is K.H.E. 
Gravemeyer ) 


2984: Evanston, 1954 
2985: New Delhi, 1961 


2986: Uppsala, 1968 (1-r: Martin 
Niemoller, Ernest Payne, Eugene Carson 
Blake, Nikodim, Johannes Lilje) 


2987, 2988: Nairobi, 1975 
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SHOPTALK: 


A special editton of Intervox on peace questions ts 
avatlable from Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The tape 
tneludes stx ttems, between four and etght minutes 
each. Intervox ts produced monthly by Montque 
McClellan. 


CHURCH LEADERS URGE UK, Ecumenical Press 
ARGENTINE RECONCILIATION Service 83.06.51 


LONDON (EPS) - Thirty-six church leaders in the UK and Argentina have signed a 
joint appeal for reconciliation, in a letter marking the first anniversary of 
the military conflict between the two countries over the Falkland/Malvinas 
islands. 


"Recalling the Christian traditions of our two countries," their letter says, 
“we...invite our Christian brothers and sisters and all people of good will in 
both nations to join with us...in a common effort to bring about mutual recon- 
ciliation. We pledge ourselves to work to re-establish and strengthen those 
links of Christian fellowship which once joined our two nations." 


The Observer newspaper, in which the letter appeared here [5 June], described 

it as the strongest call for peace between the two countries since the end of 

the war. "The Argentine signatories have taken a big personal risk in putting 
their names" to it, the paper added. 


Argentine signers include the vice president of the conference of Argentine 
Roman Catholic bishops (Santa Fe Archbishop Vicente Zazpe) and several of his 
colleagues, the president and vice president of the country's Consultative 
Council of Churches (Methodist Bishop Federico Pagura and Methodist theologian 
Jose Miguez Bonino, who is also one of the six presidents of the World Council 
of Churches), and 1980 Nobel Peace Prize winner Adolfo Perez Esquivel. 


UK signers include the primus of the Scottish [Anglican] Episcopal Church, 
(Edinburgh Bishop Alastair Haggart), the [Anglican] archbishop of York (Stuart 
Blanch), the secretaries of the Baptist Union, the Methodist Conference, and 
the United Reformed Church (Bernard Green, Kenneth Greet, and Bernard Thoro- 
good), and the general secretary of the British Council of Churches (Philip 
Morgan). UK Roman Catholic signers include two bishops (Victor Guazelli and 
James O'Brien) and the general secretary of the Catholic Institute for Inter- 
national Relations (Mildred Nevile). 


EPS 
CHURCHES IN Ecumenical Press 
TV CHALLZNGE Service 83:06.52 


NEW YORK (EPS) - The 31-denomination [US] National Council of Churches has 
challenged the CBS television network to agree to impartial arbitration of 
the dispute surrounding a segment which appeared on the CBS program "60 
Minutes" last January [EPS 83.03.07; 02.32; 02.03]. 


In a letter to CBS President Thomas Wyman [8 June], the NCC called the seg- 
ment "a gross and damaging distortion of the truth which violated professional 
journalism standards of accuracy and fairness, including CBS'...own self- 
proclaimed standards." The segment suggested that the NCC, US denominations, 
and the World Council of Churches support violence and Marxism. 


Under the NCC plan, it and CBS would each appoint an "outstanding person 
whose integrity is beyond question". They would then choose an arbitrator or 
panel of arbitrators. NCC has proposed Notre Dame University President 
Theodore Hesburgh. CBS has previously rejected complaints about the program. 


EPS 


EUROPEAN CHURCH REPS MEET ON Ecumenical Press 
CONFIDENCE, DISARMAMENT, PEACE Service 83.06.53 


MOSCOW (EPS) - "The Dynamic of Hope - Confidence, Disarmament, Peace" was the 
theme of a consultation sponsored by the Geneva-based Conference of European 
Churches, here [26-31 May]. About 70 participants came from 15 European 
countries, plus North America and Asia. 


A CEC summary of the group's findings reports that "as a first step towards 
general and comprehensive disarmament", the group urged a "freeze of nuclear 
weapons and...renunciation to the first use of nuclear weapons, as well as to 
the use of violence by all states". 


The consultation worked in three sections - "confidence. building and disarma- 
ment: a political task for Europe", "the churches as elements in confidence 
building and disarmament", and "education for peace". Main addresses were 
given by Swedish Under Secretary of State Inga Thorsson ("European security 
in the context of international peace"), USSR Academy of Sciences Member 
Anatoli Kutsenkov ("confidence, disarmament, peace"), Russian Orthodox Arch- 
bishop Vladimir ("the dynamic of hope") and FRG (West German) Professor 
Wolfgang Huber ("the dynamic of hope and the church's mission for peace"). 


The CEC communiqué says that "led by the conviction that the power of the 
indestructible hope, given to the world in Jesus Christ, liberates from all 
resignation and encourages to responsible action, the participants have 
examined how churches and Christians can contribute to build confidence, 
contain the arms'race, introduce an effective disarmament process and reach 
a general and common security..." 

EPS 


ORTHODOX / LUTHERAN Ecumenical .Press 
SESSION 'DIFFICULT' Service 83.06.54 


LIMASSOL, Cyprus (EPS) - The second meeting of the international Eastern 
Orthodox-Lutheran dialogue commission was "very difficult", according to 
Gunther Gassmann, interconfessional dialogue secretary at the Geneva-based 
Lutheran World Federation. But, he added, there is hope that as a result 
the commission has "learned something about the complexities of methodology, 


terminology, and content of a dialogue between Western and Eastern Christian 
traditions". 


Gassmann said that given the differences of theological approach and style 
between representatives of the two traditions, effective dialogue by the 
group of 30 or so was "just not possible" during their meeting here [23-29 
May]. Therefore, the commission is to be split into smaller groups "to 
facilitate a more personal encounter and sharing between the members", at 
their next session, 23-30 August 1984 at a European site to be determined. 


Metropolitan Emilianos, a representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate on 
the commission, said he thinks that "on both sides, more efficient prepara- 
tory work and the opening of our hearts is needed". He also observed that 
"each Orthodox delegate has a different ecumenical growth and experience; 
consequently none seem too courageous or quick when discussing theological 
matters. Some Orthodox are quite prudent and reflective while others want 
convergence on an issue immediately." 


Theme for the commission was "participation in the mystery of the church". 
The Lutheran representatives came from India, Romania, Hungary, GDR, FRG, 
and US. The Eastern Orthodox were from the Ecumenical, Antioch, Jerusalem, 
Moscow, and Romania patriarchates, plus the churches of Cyprus, Greece and 
Finland. 


EPS 


CARDENAL IN Ecumenical Press 
SWISS VISIT Service 83.06.55 


GENEVA (EPS) - Nicaraguan Culture Minister Ernesto Cardenal, who is among five 
Roman Catholic priests who hold government or other public posts in the wake 
of the Sandinista revolution, spent several days in Switzerland this month, 
part of a multi-nation European visit. 


Interviewed on Swiss television, the poet-monk was asked what the pope said to 
him when the two met at the airport at the start of the papal visit to 
Nicaragua earlier this year. '"'He told me to regularize my situation," 
Cardenal said. "I consider myself in a regular situation," he added. "You 
must ask the pope what he meant by saying that.'"’ Cardenal and others continue 
in their posts despite papal and Nicaraguan hierarchal wishes to the contrary, 
under an agreement whereby they are not supposed to function as priests. 


During a visit to the headquarters of the World Council of Churches, he 
estimated that half the Nicaraguan government is Christian, and noted 
Christian participation in the Sandinista effort. He called it "an example 
for future revolutions," evidence that they need "not be against or without 
the Christians," a sign that "atheism is not necessary for a revolution." 


Asked about the "people's church" movement which has been criticized by some 
Roman Catholic leaders, Cardenal said those who are part of it, "revolutionary 
Christians", do not "think in terms of separation". He said there are not 

two churches, but one which is divided, and that some Nicaraguan bishops 
support the Sandinista government, though the Managua archbishop is a notable 
opponent. 


He estimated that most of the country's Protestant minority is in favour of 
the revolution, but said some "strange sects" are opposed. "I think [they] 
are inventions of the CIA," he observed. Cardenal was very critical of US 

policy and action toward his country. 


Asked in a Swiss newspaper about support for violence, Cardenal said one 
need distinguish between aggressive and defensive violence. As an example 
he invoked the biblical story of David and Goliath. 


Before his Sandinista prominence, Cardenal was associated with a Christian 
community on the island of Solentiname he began several years ago. Destroyed 
during the Somoza era, it has now been rebuilt, he reported. "I go [back] as 
often as possible," he said, "and I hope...soon...to go back and live as I 
used to." 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.06.56-61 


83.06.56 FRG KIRCHENTAG: New York-based Religious News Service reports from 


Berlin that "leaders of the Protestant peace movement" are trying to make 
opposition to the deployment of US missiles in the FRG a major item on the 
agenda of the biennial Kirchentag ("church days") in Hannover this month [8- 
12 June]. The Kirchentag offers a wide spectrum of church-related programmes 
and events. Deployment opponents urged supporters of their position to wear 
purple scarves as a sign of repentence and opposition, particularly during 
the closing service. 


83.06.57 WOMEN DEACONS OKAYED: The bishops of the [Anglican] Church of the 


Province of Southern Africa have given final approval to the ordination of 


women as deacons, though with "no expectation of ordination to the priest- 
hood" and with no guarantee that all bishops will license women deacons to 
function in their dioceses. 


83.06.58 SA MILITARY COMICS ROW: A comic book critical of the South African 


Defence Forces is part of a dossier on national military service released by 
the Anglican and Methodist yough departments in South Africa. During a 
meeting in Faure, several Anglican military chaplains criticized the book, 
"Marching Orders". One called it "seditious rubbish". Also at the meeting 
the chief Anglican chaplain, Jack Vogel, complained that resolutions by church 
synods are constantly calling the chaplains' ministry into question. "Bishops 
and clergy generally should accept that if chaplains are always regarded with 
suspicion," Vogel said, "it must affect their ministry in the long run." He 
added that another problem is that for the most part the SA military chap- 
laincy is oriented toward Afrikaans (white Dutch Reformed) representatives. 


83.06.59 COMMENT ON ARGENTINE DISAPPEARED: The Argentine Federation of 
Evangelical Churches (FAIE) has rejected the declaration by the government 
earlier this year that thousands of persons who have disappeared in the last 
decade should be considered dead. In a statement, FAIE, which groups about 

30 churches, says the government statement is "unacceptable", an effort to 
“put an end to the liberty of truth". The disappearances are widely consider- 
ed to be the work of armed groups with government links. 


83.06.60 KOREAN PRESBYTERIAN SALARY EQUALIZATION: Marking its 30th anniver- 
sary, the Presbyterian Church of the Republic of [South] Korea has introduced 
a system of minimum salaries for clergy in an effort to reduce disparities 

between richer and poorer regions. Under the plan, a portion of the salaries 


of more highly paid pastors is to be put aside to raise the salaries of their 
lower paid colleagues. 


83.06.61 MORAVIANS ON WEAPONS: The European Moravian synod (Herrnhuter 
Bruderunitat), meeting last month in Zeist, Netherlands, expressed an 
"unconditional no, a no without any but" towards the construction, 

keeping and use of weapons of mass destruction. "As members of the community 


of Jesus Christ," the synod added, "we support new, even onesided steps 
towards disarmament." 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.06.62-67 


83.06.62 RUSSIAN MONASTERY RETURNED: Through the Conference of European 
Churches, of which it is a member, the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church has 
announced that a 13th century monastery located near the centre of Moscow is 
being returned to the church after 50 years of state use. Parts of the 
complex are said to be in very dilapidated condition, and the church plans a 
five-year renovation and reconstruction programme, including the reopening 

of three churches for worship and centralisation at the monastery of patriar- 
chate offices and departments, currently widely scattered. A conference hall 
complex and hospitality block with accommodation for 200 guests are also fore- 
seen. The church has recently opened a new chancellery office in Moscow. 


83.06.63 POLITICIANS PRAISE SWEDISH MISSION AGENCY WORK: The Swedish prime 
minister, two former prime ministers, and leader of a fourth Swedish political 
party have praised the work done by Swedish Christian mission agencies. 
Stockholm-based "News from the Church of Sweden" says the statements by Olof 
Palme (Social Democratic), Ola Ullsten (Peoples), Torbjérn Falldin (Centre) 
and Ulf Adelsohn (Moderate), are "unprecedented". Palme, the prime minister, 
called the agencies' work "a valuable complement" to aid given by the Swedish 
International Development Authority. Ullsten's party has proposed that state 
aid to mission and other such voluntary organisations be increased by 10 
million Swedish crowns. Fdlldin says mission agencies should get a larger 
share of the approximately 4 billion (4,000 million) crowns currently allo- 
cated by the country for foreign assistance. 


83.06.64 SWEDISH DIAKONIA CONFERENCE: About 800 Swedish church diaconal 
workers were expected for a conference on "faith, work, and the meaning of 
life". General Secretary Sten Erik Wihlborg of the Church of Sweden Council 
for Diakonia says a major question for the conference is the role of the 
church in a situation where "more people now than ever are excluded from a 
daily job on account of lack of opportunity, illness, or handicap". 


83.06.65 POLISH ORDAINED WOMEN: In an article in IDL, a Budapest—based 
church news service, Andrzej Wojtowicz reports that the issue of ordained 
women in Poland's Lutheran and Reformed denominations is increasingly dis- 
cussed. Both have women with theological training for ordination, but 
neither group has so far permitted women to be ordained. 


83.06.66 TAIZE MESSAGE TO WILLAMSBURG: In connection with last month's 
economic summit of the heads of seven Western countries, in Williamsburg, 
Virginia, US, Prior Roger of Taizé sent a message to the delegations urging 
them to be aware of the despair among youth in poorer countries in part 
because of the inequalities in the world economic system. 


83.06.67 SWISS CZECHOSLOVAK REPORT: The Swiss Roman Catholic news agency 
Kipa reports that the government of Czechoslovakia has decided to relocate 
and concentrate residences of retired members of Roman Catholic women's 
communities. Kipa says the new living arrangements are less desirable than 
the old and that the change is an effort by the authorities to limit the 
nuns’ contact with the surrounding population. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.06.68-73 


83.06.68 CHURCH WARNING ON POLITICIANS: A statement from the National 
Christian Council of Kenya has warned churches against allowing church 
functions and pulpits to be turned into political platforms. It advises 
people to reject gifts and favours from politicians seeking votes in the 
September general elections. The NCCK statement also calls for "responsible 
journalism" during the campaign, with speculation and personal animosity 
avoided by both press and politicians. 


83.06.69 WARNING ON CHURCH FEUDS: Kenyan Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria 
has warned politicians and the media not to get involved in internal church 
disagreements. In what the Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service 
calls a "strongly worded statement", Kuria also advised Anglicans not to air 
their grievances with each other in the public media; or to resort to civil 
courts, but rather to "follow the...procedure in the constitution of the 
church". ACIS says the bishop's statement is thought to have been prompted 
by controversy over the election of a successor to the late Bishop Sospeter 
Magua of Mt. Kenya South diocese. 


83.06.70 CHURCH MALAWI APPEALS: WCC General Secretary Philip Potter has 
sent a telegram to Malawi Life President Kamuzu Banda urging him to show 
clemency in the cases of Orton and Vera Chirwa. The former Malawi justice 
minister and his wife were scheduled for execution 9 June. In another 
action in the case former Church of Scotland Moderator Andrew Doig flew to 
Malawi to deliver an appeal for clemency from the CS general assembly. 
Banda is a CS elder. Doig was a missionary in Malawi 1938-1962. 


83.06.71 RHINE POLLUTION: Representatives of Protestant churches in FRG 
(West Germany), France, Austria, Switzerland, and the Netherlands have warned 
about the problems of pollution in the Rhine. The warning came during the 
23rd annual session of the Conference of Rhine Churches, which met [16-18 May] 
in Strasbourg. 


83.06.72 MANDELA DOCTORATE: The City College of New York has awarded an 
honorary doctorate to jailed South African Nelson Mandela, president of the 
African National Congress. Maxime Rafransoa, general secretary of the Nairobi- 
based All Africa Conference of Churches, went to New York to accept the honour 
on Mandela's behalf. The ANC leader has been in jail for 19 years, convicted 
of sabotage and conspiracy to overthrow the white minority government. 


83.06.73 IN VITRO FERTILIZATION REPORT: A 10-person study group of lawyers, 
theologians, and medical doctors, convened under the auspices of the Lutheran 
Council in the USA, has completed a 42-page report of their 20-month study of 
what are popularly known as "test tube" conceptions. It concludes that the 
process of in vitro fertilization "does not in and of itself violate the will 
of God as reflected in the Bible". However, members of the group did not 
agree on which of a list of 11 considerations are decisive in making judgment 


of moral acceptability, including whether the egg and sperm must be from a 
married couple. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Ecumenical Impact of the Pope's Visit to Poland" EPS’ 83.06.74 


The following ts excerpted and adapted from a longer article which appeared tn 
Lutheran World Information 21/83. Author Andrzej Wojtowicz heads the foretgn 
relattons department of the Warsaw-based Polish Ecumenical Counctl. PEC 
groups most of Poland's non-Roman Catholte churches. 


An ecumenical accent will differentiate the pope's second visit from the first. 
On 17 June the pope is scheduled to meet with representatives from the member 
churches of the Polish Ecumenical Council. Glemp paved the way for this 
meeting when he invited council representatives to his installation and when 
he later visited the council, preached in an Orthodox church and received ) 
numerous Protestant delegations. There is no doubt that Glemp is much more | 
open to the other churches than his predecessor. 


The new primate'’s ecumenical openness has been noted with satisfaction by 
other church administrations, but on the congregational level, nothing has 
changed, as evident in the Protestant parishioners' lack of interest in the 
upcoming pope's visit. There are very reserved voices expressing the fear 
that the pope's visit will strengthen the Polish Roman Catholics' power in 
the country and will bolster their triumphalistic attitude over other church 
denominations. 


At the same time, one wonders if the state also shares such a strong interest 
in the pope's visit and if it is willing to ensure that the visit takes place 
at any cost. This serves to strengthen the Polish Protestant's suspicion 
that there is a kind of "Catholic Marxism" that is emerging in Poland. 


It is probable that the Polish Lutheran Bishop Janusz Narzynski will meet 
with the pope for a second time. The first time Narzynski met the pope was 
at the pope's installation in Rome. Narzynski was a member of a Lutheran 
World Federation delegation at the event. Whether this second meeting will 
produce a change in ecumenical cooperation on the congregation level remains 
to be seen. 


It would be highly desirable if such a historical encounter would motivate 

the Polish Roman Catholic population to accept the existence of other churches 
in Poland as being members of the church of Christ. Of course, the Old 
Catholics, the Orthodox and the Protestants are well aware of the Polish 
Roman Catholic church's strong desire to receive the head of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, a son from their own spiritual ranks. 


Other Christians hope that the pope's visit will be a success for the Roman 
Catholic Church. This means, among other things, that it will be motivated 
to a genuine moral renewal ~- a renewal that is urgently needed. Without such 
a renewal, the quality of everyday life will not be improved, for it is the 
moral crisis that is the Polish nation's greatest encumbrance. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "A Close Look at Media Evangelism" EPS 83.06.75 


The following ts excerpted from comments by John Bachman, chairperson of the 
Lutheran World Federation communtcatton commisston. He presented them to the 
commisston meeting in Budapest 12-19 May, and they appeared in Lutheran World 
Information 17/83. 


Observing the power of modern media of communication in other areas of life, 
Christians may imitate secular celebrities and fall into a different, one- 
dimensional approach to evangelism. Instead of thinking only of message, 
there is preoccupation with medium. Out of poor preaching, dull entertain- 
ment may emerge. Well-intentioned enthusiasts fail to distinguish between 
the ease of selling soap and the difficulty of communicating the gospel. 
Naively they try to adapt the stumbling block of the gospel to entertaining, 
escapist media. 


Easy answers are offered. Spectators are diverted instead of being brought 
toward wholeness and into the community. In radio and television especially, 
hucksters of the electronic church are likely to adopt advertizing practices 
and claim for the Christian faith whatever is most desired by sinful humans: 
success, prosperity, popularity. Instead of reconciliation through sacrifice, 
triumph without the cross is merchandized. 


Mere selection of scriptural passages provides a sub-Christian basis for 
communication. The pervasive influence of these media may effect all others 
including traditional forms such as storytelling, songs, dance and posters. 
Creators may think only of the media and favorable responses of listener- 
viewers instead of providing the opportunity for the gospel to bring about 
change. 


One qualification must be inserted. Recognition of media does not automati- 
cally mean capitulation. Even some of the most exploitative programs from 

the electronic church occasionally achieve moments of integrity and spiritual 
depth, when truly committed individuals present their experiences as vulnerable 
human beings, mysteriously changed and moving toward wholeness. When a medium 
is allowed to be an authentic vehicle for the message, the results may exceed 
theoretical predictions. We must also recognize differences in taste. A media 


evangelist who is very offensive esthetically to me may be a trusted mediator 
for someone else. 


Many students of communication have transcended the one-directional limitations 
of both message-confined and media-diluted approaches to evangelism. '"Inter- 
action" is the latest key to communication. And I have peddled this product 

as enthusiastically as anyone. Some of the newest instruments, such as two- 
way cable television are welcomed because of their interactive possibilities. 
All media, however, are seen as only partial elements in communication and 
personal exchange is all-important. 


Carried to its extreme, this valuable corrective can become one-dimensional 
also. The significance of message and media are dissolved in process. The 
authority of the transcendent is replaced by transcendental meditation. In- 
stead of worshiping our creator, we sit together in a hot tub. To preserve 
the dialogue nature of interaction we avoid reference to revelation but 
attempt to draw everything out of human experience. To ask the right question 
becomes the ultimate object. No one claims to have a hint of the answers; it 
is not surprising that this is "the age of anxiety”. Without realizing it, we 
may drift into a post-Christian posture. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Ecumenical Art of Public Speaking (II)" EPS 83.06.76 


The following ts abridged and adapted from an article wtth the same tttle 
whitch appeared in the May tssue of One World, magazine of the World Counetl 
of Churches. Author John Bluck ts WCC communtcatton dtreector. (Part I 
appeared in EPS 83.06.43.) 


...Far more important than the WCC's public statements are the hundreds of 
public and private meetings it holds, the guidelines for dialogue it develops, 
the trust it builds which lets conversations begin, the forty books and thirty 
periodicals and newsletters it publishes each year, along with dozens of 
meeting reports, the visits to and between churches it sponsors - some sixty 
team efforts in the last year - and the leadership and the staff it selects. 
How well do these people reflect the church universal - its women and men, 

lay and ordained, Third, Second and First World membership ? 


For example, a statement on Lebanon (there were several last year) could have 
been "balanced" (but wasn't) by mention of the US $4 million appeal for | 
refugees and relief work, the long-term programmes of Christian-Muslim and 
Christian-Jewish dialogue in the Middle East, the team visits to the region, 
the student scholarships, the publications and international media coverage 
provided and the outstanding leadership that Middle East churches have given 
to the rest of the ecumenical movement during this period. 


Still, the question of how the WCC speaks (and is heard) publicly deserves 
more reflection than it has so far received. And the communication restraints 
built into the very nature of an internationally staffed, multi-cultural and 
theologically diverse fellowship headquartered in Geneva need to be spelled 
out more fully. 


There has never been a systematic study of the huge differences in modes of 
thought and conception between different church traditions within the Council. 
Logical analysis sits side by side with mystical abstraction in any WCC 
meeting. Poets fight a constant (usually losing) battle with writers of 

prose and prosaic writers. The ecumenical movement has learned to appreciate 

a well-drafted statement, but it still isn't sure what to do with a well- 
painted icon. What's more, it is better able to cope with noise than silence, 
more responsive to metaphors of struggle and tension than of emptiness and void. 


Such reflection is overdue for an ecumenical movement faced with new constit- 
uencies, unable ever to assume or take for granted its authority and credibil- 
ity, and often charged with ideological motivation by critics who refuse to 
acknowledge the real complexity and comprehensiveness of the movement. 


Thirty-five years old, and vastly more comprehensive than its founders ever 

imagained it would be, the WCC has to start saying what it is all over again 
to people who really don't know (as opposed to those who know and don't like 
it), and showing where it has (and hasn't) earned the right to speak. 


But there is a new ecumenical generation emerging, conscious of these communi- 
cation dilemmas and eager to use events like the Vancouver Assembly for 
widening the discussion. 


From these new supporters and circumstances, a new ecumenical voice may 
emerge. Perhaps slower and more careful than before, relying more on images 
than on words, more concerned to show the connections between them and the 
faith that motivates their expression. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Christians in the Gulf States" EPS 83.06.77 - 


The following ts excerpted from an article whitch appeared in longer form tn 
SOEPI, French-language counterpart of EPS. Its author, André Jacques, ts 
migratton secretary at the Geneva-based World Counetl of Churches. The 
article was translated by the WCC language service. 


In the heart of an overwhelmingly Muslim Arab world where Fundamentalism is 
being accentuated, lives a vast community of largely Christian foreigners who 
speak different languages and have different customs (food, music). It is 
estimated that some 500,000 such aliens have been encouraged to migrate to 
the Gulf states. There is hence a fully comprehensible reserve, mistrust and 
occasionally a less acceptable form of intolerance, although one must distin- 
guish between the various countries as some are more tolerant than others... 
Effects of this immigration have been reduced by strictly controlling activi- 
ties, and banning any form of proselytism. Turnover has been speeded up to 
prevent communities from organizing... 


How does the church fit into this picture? When I went to a church service in 
Bahrain, I read an announcement on a large noticeboard next to the entrance: 
"Services in Arabic, English, Korean, Tamil, Urdu". It was the unmistakeable 
sign of a church comprised of Christian communities of very different origins. 
The members of these Christian communities are all exiles, migrant workers, 
who support their pastor financially. 


The church clearly provides these workers with a community of prayer, language 
and mutual assistance. As distances in the country are very great and since 
there is no public transport, large sums have to be spent on taxis to and from 
church. Yet the churches are full. For even if this fellowship can only be 
expressed through prayer, it enables the workers to reaffirm their identity. 
Otherwise, alone in a totally foreign cultural, linguistic, and religious 
environment, life would be just too desperate. How moving it was to be 
proudly invited by some Pakistani workers to visit the room they have 

lovingly furnished and decorated, amongst their shacks, to be their place of 


worship ! 


Yet one cannot hide the fact that these Christian communities feel very con- 
fined in these premises designated by the authorities and outside of which 
any manifestation of the Christian faith is prohibited. Last Christmas in 
Kuwait, Qatar and Dubai, any public reference to the festival, even Christmas 
trees in restaurants used to this Western custom, was banned, clearly under 
pressure from Saudi Arabia. The feeling of insecurity in the face of increas- 
ingly active Muslim conservatives, pressure of various sorts and annoying 
surveillance is readily understandable. All in all, mistrust has become 
reciprocal. Christian workers in the Gulf states are doubly threatened by 
these limitations, this lack of respect for fundamental human rights, in that 
they are both foreign workers and Christians. 


Those who affirm with the Koran that a house of prayer is a house of peace and 
the companies which support priests and pastors, the agents of social peace, 
financially, are somewhat fearful at the same time that the disturbing message 
of the Gospel against a background of blatant exploitation will cause the 
workers to revolt. Unrest would...upset this system of social peace based on 
connivance between state and religion... 


Of course, for the time being, the defence of fundamental human rights, par- 
ticularly economic and social rights, can hardly be the prime concern of 
churches that are struggling first and foremost to survive. But Christians 
elsewhere in the world bear increased responsibility, vis-a-vis the churches, 
to foster patient exchanges that respect the specificity of each situation, 


and vis-a-vis the states, to remind them of the fundamental need to respect 
human rights... EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Yasukuni Chronology" EPS 83.06.78 


The following ts excerpted from the 20 February newsletter of the Kyodan 
(The Untted Church of Christ tn Japan). The tssue of the shrine and its 
relattonshtp to Japanese mtlttartsm and emperor worship has been of spectal 
concern to some members of the Kyodan and other Christians for several 
years. [Related ttems: EPS 83.04.79; 03.150] 


Yasukuni shrine (YS) 


1945 - Occupation GHQ issues directive to "abolish all controls on political, 
social and religious freedoms". 

- Occupational GHQ's "Shinto directive" orders end to all government 
preservation, support, certification, supervision and promotion of 
"State Shinto" and "Shrine Shinto". 

1952 - YS becomes "religious juridical person," i.e. public but nongovern- 
mental religious organisation. 

- Conference of Families of the War Dead calls for government financial 
SUppDOTL Of No. 

1969 - First YS nationalisation bill submitted to Diet. 

1974.— Diet rejects YS nationalisation bill fiffh time. 

1975 - Liberal-Democratic Party abandons efforts for passage of YS bill. 

1976 - Supporters of YS nationalisation form "Society to Respond to Heroic 
Spiriee Path inveiini Kotdaeru Kai). 

1978 - Mie Prefectural Assembly becomes first to pass resolution favouring 
Nosticial Barssbsirtoivs!:. 

1979 - News reports confirm that 14 "Class A' war criminals already enshrined 
at YS. 


Some government-related events 


1947 - New constitution becomes effective; article 20 guarantees religious 
freedom, separation of religion and state; article 89 prohibits 
government financial support of religious organisations. 

1951 - Religious Organisations Law enacted, enforced. 

1959 - National war dead monument erected at Chidorigafuchi in Tokyo. 

1963 - Government sponsors memorial ceremony for war dead. 

1966 - Diet passes bill to make Feb. 11 "National Foundation Day". 

1978 - Prime Minister's Office (PMO) supports rightist group's ''Ceremony to 
Celebrate National Foundation Day". 

1979 - "Imperial era" (Gengo) bill passed by Diet. 

1982 - Appeals made to Iwate and Ehime district courts against use of govern- 
ment funds for "offering to gods". 

1983 - Ministry of Home Affairs joins PMO and Ministry of Education in support 
of rightist "Ceremony to Celebrate National Foundation Day". 


Some Christian-related actions 


1930 - Japan National Christian Council issues declaration against forced 
participation in Shinto activities and shrine visits. 

1941 - Nippon Kirisuto Kyodan founded; recognised by government on 24 Nov. 

1960 - Japan Christian Rengokai (incl. R. Cath., Prot., & Orth.) cautions all 
Diet members against nationalisation of Yasukuni Shrine. 

1969 - Christian families of war dead demand that Yasukuni Shrine delete 
Christian names from list of enshrined war dead (YS rejects demand). 

1973 - Christian wife (Mrs. Nakaya Yasuko) appeals to Yamaguchi District 
Court for cancellation of Self-Defense Forces enshrinement of her 
deceased husband; wins appeal in Yamaguchi District Court on 22 Mar. 
1979, and Hiroshima Court on 1 June 1982. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Yasukuni Shrine Issue: A Widow's Testimony" EPS 83.06.79 


The following ts excerpted from "Japan Chrtsttan Activity News", published by 
the National Christian Counetl in Japan. Author Nakaya Yasuko's husband, a 
one-time member of the Japanese Self-Defense Force, was killed tn a traffic 
acetdent. 


In the role of my husband's widow living in his family home, practicing my 
Christian faith became impossible, and while my father-in-law and other 
members of the family opposed my leaving because of the disgrace it would 
bring, IL quietly left the house hoping that they might one day understand my 
position. After leaving I continued the Christian observance of my. husband's 
death while my father-in-law memorialized his death in the Buddhist manner. 


In 1972 when a local SDF representative repeatedly came to my house seeking 
various certificates related to my husband's death and his service and rank 
in the SDF, in reply to my questioning why they needed these documents, I 
was finally told that a deceased SDF member is enshrined as a god of the 
state at the local Shinto shrine related to Yasukuni Shrine. 


As a result of my study in church and my participation in various activities 
opposing the resurgence of Japan's militarism, I had come to feel that I 
wanted to have nothing to do with the SDF, and so I replied, "I am a Christian 
and my husband's ashes are in the church vault. It is not necessary for my 
husband to be enshrined or memorialized in a Shinto shrine as well." 


Despite this, three months later I was notified by the SDF that my husband was 
being enshrined at the local shrine. When I informed them that this was a 
mistake, they replied that even though I refused his enshrinement, it was only 
right to accept the state’s small compensation for his death, and that it was 
their strong wish and duty to remember deceased members in this way in order 
to increase pride among SDF members. Thus, the enshrinement was carried out 
despite the family's wish. Even so, my answer remained firm... 


In this difficult experience I received much support from my local church, the 
district, the National Executive Committee of the Kyodan, NCC-J, Christian 
lawyers who backed me in court, and labour unions. 


In 1973 in a court case against the state and the Taiyukai, I demanded with- 
drawal of my husband's name from the shrine on the grounds of the separation 
of religion and the state and the freedom of religion as guaranteed in Article 
20 of the Constitution. When damage fees were set at one million yen I 
received threats on my life, calling me a thief, anti-national and communist, 
both at home and at work. I was also told that I could not complain as I had 
willingly married a SDF member. 


At that time I received many encouraging letters from individuals and support 
groups from whom.I learned of the continued protest against the nationalisation 
of Yasukuni Shrine in relation to my case, as well as Japan's wartime action in 
forcing other Asian nations into obedience to the emperor. I was reminded that 
any struggle against state power would be a long one. When I grew weary, the 
support I received made it possible for me to continue my struggle, not only 
for my own sake. 


After 24 trials lasting six years which resulted in a favourable decision 
supporting my right to commemorate my husband according to my own religion 
even though his name is still placed in the shrine, the SDF has now appealed 
the case to the Supreme Court, but the decision will not be handed down for 
two years... 
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SHOPTALK: 


An arttcle tn the July tssue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenteal Review surveys 
the three millton documents tn the archtves of the Ecumenical. Centre in — 
Geneva. Author Ans van der Bent, ltbrary director, outlines the archives’ 
11 eollections - Faith and Order, Life and Work, Internattonal Mtsstonary 
Counetl, World Alltance for Promoting Internattonal Friendshtp through the 
Churches, World Student Christtan Federation, World Council of Christian 
Edueatton and Sunday School Assoctatton, German church struggle during the 
Hitler era, World Conferences of Christtan Youth, WCC "in process of 
formation" (1938-48), Jotnt Working Group and Sodepax, regional and nattonal 
conferences and counctls of churches - bestdes those of the WCC itself, 
whteh conststs of four parts - correspondence and files of the general 
secretartat, assemblies, central and executive committee meetings, docu- 
ments of vartous parts of the WCC. Wtth three exceptions whtch requtre 
speetal permtsston —- general secretartat, Sodepax, and Commisston of the . 
Churches tn Internattonal Affatrs - the archives are generally aecesstble 
to researchers and can be photocopted. 


The latest (1983/2) tn the Background Informatton sertes of. the Les am 
of the Churches on International Affairs ts a collection of "documents on 
the Falklands/Malvinas ertsis". The publication ts avatlable from the . 
CCIA (WCC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


GHANA CHRISTIAN COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
ASKS GOVERNMENT CHANGES Service 83.06.80 


ACCRA, Ghana (EPS) - The Christian Council of Ghana has called on the national 
government to "involve other interest groups and ultimately lead to the for- 
mation of a national reconciliation government that will command the respect 
of the people of Ghana and the international community and ensure free and 
popular participation of all the people of this country in the affairs of 

the nation." 


The CCG memorandum to the PNDC government of Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings 
deals in particular with the country's food situation, borders and curfew. 
"Hunger and starvation," it says, "threaten every home and settlement." 


Noting actions the government has taken, the council "would...strongly suggest 
that the PNDC...make representations for food aid from countries and inter- 
national agencies which have helped us in the past in similar situations." . 


The council urges that the country's borders "be completely opened...It is 
strange," the council adds, "that a nation which claims to champion African 
unity can inconvenience its own citizens and infuriate others by such political 
measures'' as the border restrictions. 


Calling for a lifting of the curfew, the CCG memo says it has "become the 
cover for crime, and inconveniences in the night whilst at the same time, 
preventing lawful economic activity all in the name of national security." 
It says the curfew has "put the life and security of many Ghanaians at dire 
risk" with "robberies, thefts, abductions and murders...pursued at will at a 
time that these acts are considered impossible." 


The memo also itemises six other concerns, urging the PNDC to "find ways... 
for reconciliation and peace", "reduce tension, sense of insecurity, divi- 
siveness, bitterness, and vindictiveness", "consider a meaningful programme 


for economic recovery", 'promote respect for existing law and order", "re- 


habilitate the social and moral order", and "involve the people realistically 
in the decision-making processes or to work out a programme for returning 


this country to an elected representative civilian government and rule". 


The current situation in Ghana is affected by a decision early this year by 
Nigeria to send home 1.5 million Ghanaians who had been working there. 
Problems caused by their return are compounded by the drought and the 
economic situation in general in the country. 


In response to a CCG appeal for help last month, the World Council of 
Churches inter-church aid commission (CICARWS), in consultation with the 
Lutheran World Federation, is appealing for 1.5 million US dollars to cover 
costs of assembling, transporting, and distributing 2,000 tons of food, with 
beneficiaries in this initial stage estimated at 56,000. 


The first shipment of food in connection with the appeal was sent this month, 
and the CCG request for a relief coordinator has also been filled. The 13 
denominations associated with the CCG include Anglican, Reformed (Presbyter- 
lan), Methodist, Salvationist, Baptist, Mennonite, Lutheran, Quaker, and 
Pentecostal bodies. 

EPS 


IRISH PRESBYTERIAN ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
DISCUSSES VIOLENCE; ECUMENISM Service 83.06.81 


DUBLIN (EPS) - The general assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland has 
called for stronger measures against violence in the northern part of the 
island (which remains part of the UK), and rejected proposals that Presbyter- 
ian clergy be discouraged from taking part in Roman Catholic services. 


Most of the island's Presbyterian membership is in the north. It was the 
first time the assembly met here since the wave of violence began in the 
north in 1969. Roman Catholics are a majority on the island as a whole, but 
a minority in the north. 


With only five or six votes against, the assembly voted to send the Queen a 
loyal address and petition drawing attention to "the prevalence for more than 
a decade of the crime of murder and other heinous sins perpetrated by those 
who would rob our Northern people of their British heritage and citizenship," 
and referring to "the lamentable condition of our Northern people, especially 
those living in border areas". 


Presbytery statements on which the petition is to be based also call for "the 
utmost rigour of the law and the full resources of the nation to be applied 
to the defeat and destruction of that conspiracy of evil men who, in pursuit 
of allegedly political aims, are waging a genocidal war within the realm". 
Moving the proposal, John Lockington of Armagh said it results from the 
failure of those in authority in Northern Ireland to deal effectively with 
the campaign of violence over the past 14 years. He spoke of killings in 

his own city, with members of his own congregation among the victims. 


While the assembly welcomed the setting up of the Northern Irish assembly and 
Said it was encouraged by the way it was progressing despite initial setbacks, 
it rejected an amendment which would have stressed the urgent need for the 
predominantly Roman Catholic Social Democratic and Labour Party to partici- 
pate in it. It also rejected an amendment to another resolution which would 
have supported the New Ireland Forum established in Dublin by the SDLP to- 
gether with the Irish Republic's three political parties. 


An attempt to discourage Presbyterian ministers from attending Roman Catholic 
services was defeated 266-180 when the assembly refused to accept the argu- 
ments of memorials from the presbyteries of Tyrone and Ballymena. They said 
"much confusion and hurt are being caused among many of our members by the 
participation of ministers of our Church, and especially some in high office, 
in services of worship which take place in Roman Catholic Churches". 


The director of the Irish School of Ecumenics here, Robin Boyd, said the 
assembly was being asked in the memorials to go back to the 17th century. 

PCI Clerk A.J. Weir said it is wrong to suggest simply that much confusion 
and hurt are caused by ministers taking part in Roman Catholic services with- 


out also recognizing that refusal to participate causes just as much offence 
and confusion. 


On other matters, the assembly reaffirmed support for denominationally inte- 
grated education, and voted opposition to apartheid, the South African system 
of race separation. It commended for study in the PCI a statement from the 
Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK, a South African denomination for people 
classified by the country as mixed race) rejecting racism as heresy. 


EPS 


GDR KIRCHENTAG Ecumenical Press 
SERLES UNDERWAY Service 83.06.82 


The following ts abridged and adapted from an arttele by Gerhard Thomas, 
editor of the newspaper of the Evangelical Lutheran Chureh of Mecklenburg. 
It appeared tn longer form tn Lutheran World Information. 


ROSTOCK, GDR (EPS) - The second of seven regional Kirchentage ("church days") 
planned for the GDR (East Germany) this year attracted more than 2,000 par- 
ticipants for its full three days [10-12 June], and upwards of 25,000 for the 
outdoor eucharist on the final day. 


Participants came from various parts of the northern GDR to the downtown 
parking lot for the eucharist. Some travelled in six specially reserved 
train cars arranged by the GDR state railway. The Kirchentag itself took 
place in the local congress hall, which the sponsoring churches were able to 
rent - another sign of the current status of GDR church-state relations. At 
the train station and other locations, Kirchentag publicity was posted, 
including announcements of the closing service. 


Young people made up more than half of those who participated in the whole 
event, which included lectures, Bible studies, an ecumenical forum, home 
discussion groups, worship services, meditations and prayer, all related to 
the theme "daring to trust". One lecturer, a church superintendent from 

Karl Marx Stadt, said the church should not "demonize" power and the powerful, 
noting that the state and society see the church as a power. "But power must 
be offered in an atmosphere of trust, and it is we who have the chance to tell 
the powerful what bothers us," the superintendent continued. "Therefore, we 
must ask for trust, for more trust brings more togetherness and security." 


EPS 


GRAHAM REFLECTS ON WCC ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
AND HIS EVANGELISTS' CONFERENCE Service 83.06.83 


AMSTERDAM (EPS) - US Evangelist Billy Graham, sponsor of the International 
Conference for Itinerant Evangelists scheduled here next month fil 2223 toil yy 
says he regrets it is so close to the next World Council of Churches assembly, 
Which opens in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, three days after his 

event closes. 


Meeting journalists here, Graham said he and conference planners realised the 
scheduling problem too late to change. Calling the conference, expected to 
attract 3,500 travelling evangelists from more than 100 countries, “unlike 
any conference ever held in the history of the Christian church", Graham 

said its importance for the church would equal that of the assembly. 


Though the conference is to stress equipping and training the evangelists, 
two-thirds from the Third World, for their ministry, Graham said it would 

also consider a variety of social issues, notably peace questions. He re- 
seated his own call for destruction of all weapons of mass destruction. 


conference Executive Director Werner Burklin expressed regret over reports 
that Dutch churches are refusing to house evangelists coming to the confer- 
ence. "We never asked the Dutch churches to do that," Burklin said. "We 
lave always planned for the evangelists to stay in hotels." Graham said 


relations between his organisation and Dutch churches have been warm and 
pordial. 


EPS 


140,000 ATTEND Ecumenical Press 
FRG KIRCHENTAG Service 83.06.84 


The following ts abridged and adapted from an article by Jiirgen Jeztorowskt, 
in charge of communtcation for the Hannover-based United Evangeltcal Lutheran 
Church of [West] Germany. It was translated for Lutheran World Information 
by Jeff Nellermoe. 


HANNOVER, FRG (EPS) - About 140,000 people participated in the 20th national 
Protestant Kirchentag ("church days") held here [8-12 June] under the theme 
"turn and live''. Among the participants nearly a third were under 25. 


Early morning Bible studies were filled beyond capacity, with an average of 
60,000 attendees. Subthemes for the Kirchentag were "trusting in Christ", 
"renewing the church", "sharing with one another", "making peace" and "pre- 
serving creation". The number participating in the working groups was so 
high that it was difficult to estimate. The Kirchentag's Bible studies, 
working groups, worship services and eucharist celebrations drew large crowds. 


Opening worship services were held in 88 congregations and large crowds 
attended the communion services held in 127 congregations. Although a some- 
what politically committed event, the Kirchentag remained a eucharistic event. 
The closing ceremony was a eucharist, in which some 90,000 participated. It 
is supposed to be the largest service ever held in the Reformation churches. 


Prayer, meditation, silence and pastoral care were essential components of 
the church event. The "hall of silence" received over 25,000 visitors daily. 


The Kirchentag included a "market of possibilities" with over 300 booths, 
which provided opportunities for dialogue. Over 90,00 violet handkerchiefs 
were sold with the slogan "turn and live - it's time for an unequivocal no™ 
for weapons of mass destruction". The violet colour - the traditional litur- 
gical colour for repentance - served as a useful discussion point. Parallel 
to the Kirchentag was a disciplined and peaceful demonstration for world peace 
involving some 90,000 people. Three church leaders - US Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop Rembert Weakland of Milwaukee, FRG Evangelical Bishop Kurt Scharf of 
Berlin, and GDR Evangelical Regional Dean Heino Falcke of Berlin led the 
demonstration, which concluded with an agape (love feast) for peace. 

EPS 
WORLD COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
STAFF CHANGES Service 83.06.85 


GENEVA (EPS) - Staff appointments have been announced for two parts of the 
World Council of Churches. 


From September, the new director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey is to 
be Adriaan Geense, 52, professor of dogmatics and biblical theology at the 
University of Groningen, Netherlands. Before assuming his professorship in 
1973, he was a parish pastor near Leiden, Netherlands, a students' pastor in 
Heidelberg, FRG, and a teacher in Doorn, Netherlands. Also since 1973, he 
has chaired the ecumenical relations council of the Netherlands Reformed 
Church (NHK). He succeeds Karl Hertz, who is retiring. 


Joining the staff of the Faith and Order Commission as one of its three 
executive secretaries is Nicolas-Gennade Limouris. An Eastern Orthodox 
priest, born in Greece in 1951, he comes to the commission after a period 
of study at the University of Strasbourg in canon law and sociology. His 


current research is on theology and history of the 14th century. He succeeds 
C.S. Song, who left the staff last year. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.06.86-92 


83.06.86 - ALBANIAN DICTIONARY ON RELIGION: The new dictionary of modern 
Albanian, published in the country where the abolition of religion has been 
proclaimed, reportedly contains many definitions in keeping with such a 
philosophy. ''Mission," for instance, is defined as a Christian enterprise 
which "encompasses a variety of reactionary activity". Similar definitions 
are offered for "faith", "priest", "pope", "gospel", etc. 


83.06.87 - SWISS REFUGEE LAW: The council of the Federation of Protestant 
Churches of Switzerland has announced its opposition to proposals to change 
the country's law on exile. It says the proposed changes would reduce 
refugees’ rights and would "contradict the liberal intentions of the law 
and Switzerland's humanitarian involvement". 


83.06.88 - KIRK CHANGES ASKED: Three former moderators and the principal 

clerk of the general assembly of the Church of Scotland have issued an | 
"urgent call to the Kirk" because it is in "deep spiritual crisis" with | 
"inner confidence sapped by the erosion of fundamental belief". Signers are | 
T.F. Torrance, W.B. Johnston, Peter Brodie and D.F.M. Macdonald. 


83.06.89 - SOUTH AFRICAN EXECUTIONS: Notwithstanding appeals from church 

representatives and others (including WCC General Secretary Philip Potter), 

three South Africans convicted of terrorism - Simon Mogerane, Jerry Mosololi 
and Marcus Motaung - were executed on schedule 9 June. The three African 
National Congress members were eulogized at a service at the headquarters of 

the South African Council of Churches. SACC General Secretary Desmond. Tutu 

said blacks had repeatedly warned the government to change its apartheid 

(race separation) system. "Once people become desperate, they will do 

desperate things," he observed. 


83.06.90 - SEMINAR ON ROMAN CATHOLICISM: The Bossey Ecumenical Institute, 
part of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, organised a 10-day 
seminar on Roman Catholicism last month [10-20 May]. Held in collaboration 
with the Vatican Christian unity secretariat, the 30 participants included 
Lutherans, Anglicans, Reformed, Orthodox, and Roman Catholics. A report on 
the seminar said the documents and impact of the second Vatican council 
were stressed. 


83.06.91 - HONG KONG ALTERNATIVE TOURS: The Hong Kong Christian Council 
has announced that it now offers a weekly "alternative tour" which high- 
lights "the church at work in Hong Kong". The programme is described as an 
effort to "help expatriates experience more of the total reality of Hong 
Kong and its people, and the church's involvement in that reality". 


83.06.92 -'VICTORY FOR NON-VIOLENCE': London-based Quaker Peace and Service 
is distributing a booklet describing a successful decade-long struggle by 
farmers on the Larzac plateau in central France to prevent the army from 
taking over their region for manoeuvres. A Quaker announcement says the 
story of the Larzac struggle shows that "non-violence can win through even 
against the interests of the armed forces". It also says that "in a demo- 
cratic country like France, people who resist the state are in less danger 
of brutal repression than those in many countries. For this reason, the 
people of Larzac were able to experiment very much further than they might 
otherwise have done with a wide range of non-violent techniques." 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.06.93.99 


83.06.93 - ANGLICAN PRIEST JOINS QUAKERS: A pacifist English Anglican priest, 
Paul Oestreicher, has joined the Society of Friends. Such dual membership 
appears to be permissible under the rules of both the Quakers and the Church 
of England, though a Quaker spokesperson in London knew of only one or two 
other cases. Oestreicher is assistant general secretary of the British 
Council of Churches. 


83.06.94 -— FALKLANDS/MALVINAS MEETING: Four members each from the Argentin- 
ian Consultative and British Councils of Churches were to meet this month 
[17-19 June] in Rio de Janeiro to discuss how the church in Argentina and 
the UK can help reconcile the two nations in the wake of the armed conflict 
between them last year over the South Atlantic islands called the Falklands 
by the UK and the Malvinas by Argentina. Subsequent meetings are expected. 


83.06.95 - CZECHOSLOVAK PROTEST LETTER: The Vienna-based Roman Catholic news 
agency Kathpress reports that 3,400 Czechoslovak Roman Catholics have signed 
a letter to the country's RC primate, Frantisek Tomasek, protesting govern- 
ment actions against members of the Franciscan religious order, illegal in 
the country for more than three decades. | 


83.06.96 — NETWORK DECLINES CHALLENGE: The CBS television network has 
declined a challenge by the [US] National Council of Churches to what it 
called a "public, impartial arbitration" of charges that a CBS segment on 
the NCC and other church agencies was unfair and inaccurate. In response to 
the NCC call, CBS said it would be “happy to discuss" complaints about the 
segment with NCC officials in private. NCC General Secretary Claire Randall 
said that "by taking this arrogant and unyielding stand, CBS has, in effect, 
vindicated" the NCC. [EPS 83.06.52; 03.073) 02.3239802003) 


83.06.97 - STUDENTS CONFERENCE & WCC ASSEMBLY: A conference for about 1/5 
theological students in North America is to be held on the campus of the 
University of British Columbia in Vancouver during the meeting there of the 
WCC assembly [24 July - 10 August; the conference is scheduled for 23 July- 
6 August]. Besides meeting with assembly delegates and speakers and attend- 
ing assembly sessions, participants in the conference are to "reflect on the 
many diverse theological issues currently facing people in North America and 
the world - issues of justice and peace, the environment, sexism and racism, 
homosexuality, the ordination of women, the North American economic structure, 
and US and Canadian relations". 


83.06.98 - JAPANESE ABORTION LAW REVISION: The women's committee of the 
National Christian Council of Japan has issued a statement opposing a 
proposal to revise the country's statutes to no longer allow abortion for 
economic reasons. "If abortions were prohibited for economic reasons," the 
committee says, "it is obvious that illegal practice and unethical medical 
treatment would increase." An estimated 99 percent of the country's abor- 
tions are for economic reasons. 


83.06.99 - HALF OF SWEDES BELIEVE IN GOD: According to a poll conducted by 
the state public opinion institute (SIFO), 48 percent of Swedes believe in 
God. Figures in 1947 and 1968 were 80 and 68 percent respectively. About 
95 percent of the population is counted as members of the [Lutheran] Church 


of Sweden. On an average Sunday, about 5 percent of the population is in 
church. P 
EP 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS 83.06.104 


83.06.100 -NEW ARCIC: The doctrines of the church and justification, and 
various moral questions, are likely to be the first items taken up by the new 
Anglican/Roman Catholic International Commission at its first meeting in 
Venice later this year [30 August - 6 September]. Three members of each 
side's delegation of 12 are carryovers from the first commission, which sub- 
mitted-its report last year [EPS 82.04.49]. Co-chairing the second commis-— 
sion are two English bishops - Mark Santer (Anglican, Kensington), and Cormac 
Murphy-O'Connor (Roman Catholic, Arundel and Brighton). Other members come 
from Canada, Australia, Barbados, Kenya, Ghana, US, India, Nigeria, New 
Zealand and Belgium. 


83.06.101 - PACIFIST EXPULSIONS REPORTED: London-based Reuter news agency 
reports [9 June] from Berlin that 21 "Christian pacifists" have been expelled 
from the GDR to the FRG (East to West Germany) since the latter part of May. 
In addition, others, who criticise military activities of both East and West, 


are reported by the agency to have been detained in the Southern town of Jena. 


83.06.102 - ZIMBABWE RITUAL: Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service 
reports that "a recently published booklet in Zimbabwe has made great strides 
in bringing the [Roman] Catholic Church closer to Christians who want to re- 
tain an element of traditional belief in their worship". The ACIS report 
says after first rejecting as ancestor worship a ritual practiced widely by 
both Christians and non-Christians among the Shona people of the country, 
Zimbabwe's Roman Catholic bishops have now issued a booklet including a 
Christianised form of what is called "Kuchenura Manhu". 


83.06.103 - SOUTH AFRICAN CONVICTIONS: Two South Africans received 15-year 
sentences in connection with their opposition to any concessions to the 
country's nonwhite majority. During their trial, they resigned from the 
Afrikaner Resistance Movement. Among other things, the two, Jacob Viljoen 
and Hendrik Jacobz, who denied the charges, were convicted of planning to 
kill South African Council of Churches General Secretary Desmond Tutu and 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches President Allan Boesak. 

EPS 
ECUPAST: July, 1958 EPS 83.06.104 


[Eastern Orthodox] Archbishop Makarios of Cyprus announced no one from his _ 
church would accept an invitation to be a guest at the Lambeth Conference of 
Anglican bishops. In a radio interview, Archbishop of Canterbury Geoffrey 
Fisher referred to Makarios as a "bad character", but the Church of England 
foreign relations council denied the two events were related...Christian, 
Hindu and Moslem minority groups in Ceylon were being threatened in widely 
distributed pamphlets and letters said to come from extremist Buddhist monks 
...Reports that Bishop Lajos Ordass had been forced to retire from his post 
as head of the Southern Diocese of the Hungarian Lutheran Church at the end 
of June were confirmed by a Budapest church newspaper...The general synod of 
the Netherlands Reformed Church meeting in Driebergen decided, 27-24, that 
women members of the church would be eligible for election as elders and 
deacons, and ordination to the pastoral ministry ‘in certain cases and for 
certain tasks'...More than 2,000 people attended the funeral of Archbishop 
Michael, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America 
and a president of the WCC, who died at 67 in New York...A 'parallelism 
within unity’ for the Methodist Church and the [Anglican] Church of England 
was suggested by an interim report on conversations between the two. The 
statement said nothing short of organic union should be the final goal. 

EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Issues at Stake - United Churches and CWCs" EPS 83.06.105 


The following ts excerpted from the introductton by Michael Ktnnamon to the 
newly released Faith and Order Paper 118: "united Churches and the Christtan 
World Communions". Kinnamon is an executtve secretary of the commtsston, 
part of the Geneva-based World Counetl of Churches. 


[The years after the statement on unity by the New Delhi assembly of the 
World Council of Churches]...witnessed an unprecedented surge of union 
activity at the national and regional levels. For example, between 1965 and 
1972, united churches were born out of negotiations involving two or more 
confessions in Zambia, Jamaica and Grand Cayman, Madagascar, Ecuador, Papua 
New Cuinea and the Solomon Islands, Belgium, North India, Pakistan (and 
Bangladesh, Zaire and Great Britain. 


Even during this period, however, questions were raised (especially by those 
whose primary commitment was to one of the world communions) about the ecu- 
menical witness of united churches: Are some united churches so rooted in 
their particular national, cultural setting that they lose sight of the need 
for unity with the other members of Christ's body? Has each united church 
based its union on a sufficient level of theological consensus or are some 
unions simply acts of structural merger built on lowest common denomination 
bargaining? Do these churches really lead, as their proponents claim, Goes 
renewal of worship and mission? 


Along with the explosion of united churches, the late 1960s also marked the 
entry of the Roman Catholic Church into the ecumenical arena, a development 
that quickly transformed the debates about the final shape of unity and the 
methodology used to achieve it. Since the Roman Catholic Church is global 

in organization, it looked first for dialogue partners to the world confes- 
sional bodies and not to national-level churches. It wasn't long before 
bilateral theological conversations between Rome and various CWCs (or between 
two non-Roman Catholic CWCs) began to take the spotlight away from local 
church union negotiations. 


Serious questions were also raised, of course, about this new, more confes-— 
sional and international, approach to the search for visible church unity: 

Is it realistic to assume that the agreements reached at the international 
level by small groups of theologians will ever be accepted ("received") as 

a living part of congregational life? Even if the churches were to endorse 
bilateral agreements, would this actually enable Christians in each place to 
feel themselves responsible for one another and, thus, under obligation to 
make together the decisions which direct their worship, witness and service? 
Can anything less be called "unity"? Isn't it finally necessary to shed past 
denominational identifications in order to reveal to the world our true 
identity in Christ? Since most non-Roman Catholic CWCs (e.g. the Lutheran 
World Federation or the World Alliance of Reformed Churches) are not them- 
selves churches but "federations" or "alliances" of churches, can they really 
dialogue on an equal footing with Rome? 


At its Nairobi Assembly in 1975, the WCC expanded on the New Delhi Statement 
by speaking of unity as a "conciliar fellowship of local churches which are 
themselves truly united", a phrase which attempted to integrate the demand 

for a universal fellowship encompassing regional diversity with the vision of 
an "organic" unity of all in each place. But, despite wide-spread apprecia- 
tion for the Nairobi definition, the danger remained that local union negotia- 
tions and international bilateral conversations would be seen as competitive, 
and not as complementary parts of one movement. When one adds the multilateral 
efforts of Faith and Order to this picture, it becomes complex indeed... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Political Ethics" EPS 83.06.1006 


The following ts excerpted from the foreward of a new World Counctl of 
Churches book, Perspectives on Polttical Ethics: An Ecumenical Enqutry. 
The book ts edited by Koson Srisang, WCC programme secretary for people's 
parttctpation. The foreword ts by Philtp Potter, WCC general secretary. 


Publtshed jointly with Georgetown Untversity Press, the book costs SF 17.90, 
US$ 8.95, or UKE 5.50. 


...From an ecumenical perspective the issue of political ethics has to do 
with the options which Christian people and the churches must take in their 
political witness, and with the biblical and theological foundations of such 
options. 


At least three questions pose themselves with particular urgency. First, 
can Christians and churches go beyond issuing general statements to making 
specific political judgements ? If it is agreed that they can, then on 
what bases may this be done ? 


Second, how do we adequately deal with the qualitatively new situation 
brought about by modern science and the technological revolution ? Techno- 
logical developments tend to suppress the freedom of people, and the blessings 
of science are tragically mixed. How do we share in the benefits they bring 
without succumbing to their tyranny ? 


And third, how do we evaluate the awakening of people and the organization 
of people's movements, their determination to struggle against the forces of 
death and their search for a fuller, richer life ? Is the revolutionary 
option, for a while an inspiration for many, still possible and viable ? If 
it is not, what other options are there ? 


The awakening of people challenges the churches in terms of their mission 
and witness. The emergence of the ecumenically related network of people's 
movements has had serious consequences. It is precisely here, where the 
churches are challenged to act in solidarity with the poor, that they find 
themselves at once renewed and divided. Both the churches and the action 
groups need practical guidelines. 


We must of course deal with the crisis situations as best as we can. We 
must stress the significance of symbolic action, but also recognize its 
limits. We must at the same time pay attention to long-term goals and 
strategies, and to the "normal" situation where life is lived and decisions 
made and things happen. 


Qur experience so far bears out that it is not always fruitful to think in 
terms of grand macro schemes. The indication from the study so far...is that 
the national contexts provide the proper focus around which the local and 
global problems can be usefully discussed... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Letter from Wellington" EPS 83.06.107 


New Zealand has given itself and been given, the reputation of having a 
record of race-relations second to none. This perception has gone largely 
unchallenged in the whole society, including the church. Recent events with- 
in the church have raised serious questions about that. 


New Zealand's national day - 6 February - celebrates the signing in 1840 of 

a Treaty between the British Crown and a number of Maori (indigenous) leaders. 
The brief Treaty of Waitangi provided for the ceding of sovereignty of the 
Maori to the Crown. In return, the Crown promised them ‘full, exclusive and 
undisturbed possession of the lands, estates, forests, fisheries and other 
properties’. In the years since 1840, the Treaty, never ratified by the New 
Zealand government, has been seen as both the source of our national identity 
and the basis of longstanding and bitter tensions. 


Today, Maori people have free control over less than 700,000 out of 65 million 
acres of land. For some, the celebration of Waitangi Day is a symbol of a 
growing discontent. 


This year, at the official celebrations, nine Christians were arrested when 
they attempted to add to the official worship service. The government, 
through the cabinet, attacked these people and called on the National Council 
of Churches to disown the actions of the group. The NCC executive responded 
in their turn with a sharp questioning of a massive police presence during 
the celebrations and an affirmation of the rights of people to protest as an 
act of conscience. Various church and secular leaders spoke out on one side 
or the other and media were full of this controversy. 


Hardly had the dust settled, when another issue arose. The NCC's Programme 
on Racism was publicly attacked by the Salvation Army territorial commander 
at a service to mark the opening of parliament in April. Preaching to a con- 
gregation including parliamentarians, diplomats and judges, Commissioner 
Goffin described a racism seminar he attended with other church heads. He 
spoke of his strong disagreement with the methods used and the analysis of 
racism presented in the programme. These comments received widespread 
publicity and debate. 


Once again, the way the church deals with such sensitive issues as racism was 
under question. The difficulties we have as a nation are compounded by our 
own self-understanding as a multi-racial paradise. We can accept only slowly 
the barrage of statistics showing that Maori people make up a high proportion 
of our prison population, our unemployment queues, our infant mortality rates, 
our educational drop-outs and so on. It is a far more complex task to move 
from accepting the disease to identifying the causes and agreeing on a cure. 
As the NCC racism programme continues its work of education, the tensions will 
no doubt remain - and we are coming to see that even if the programme were not 
present the pain and hurt of our people stays, and grows. 


Another major ecumenical event is the growth of an independent Maori Council 
of Churches - Te Runanga Whakawhanaunga I Nga Haahi O Aotearoa. The MCC, made 
up of the Maori sections of NCC member churches and the Roman Catholic Church, 
is setting the ecumenical pace in New Zealand. While the churches negotiate 

a new ecumenical structure including the Roman Catholic Church, Te Runanga has 
set itself in place and is actively exploring fuller co-operation with other 
Christian groups, and indigenous Maori churches. At its March annual meeting, 
it supported the NCC stance over the Waitangi Day events and issued a call for 
dialogue between Maori and Pakeha (whites) in the process of building a society 
based on justice. With a new secretary, former Anglican bishop Manu Bennett, 
Te Runanga looks set to play an important role in both church and society. EPS 
Peter Glensor (Regional Secretary, NCC, New Zealand) 
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RECENT ECUMENICAL VISITORS...2988: Ernesto Cardenal, 
culture minister of Nicaragua at the Ecumenical Centre 
in Geneva. 2989/2990: Brother Roger (holding child), 
leader of the ecumenical Taizé community in France, 
and several other Taizé brothers, pray with staff of 
the Ecumenical Centre as part of a visit there earlier 
this year. 2991: WCC General Secretary Philip Potter 
greets Patriarch Ignatios of Antioch outside the Ecu- 
menical Centre [EPS 83.06.13, 41]. 2992: Patriarch 
Ignatios with George Tsetsis, deputy director of the 
WCC Commission on Interchurch Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service. Behind them is Ion Bria, deputy director of 
the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 


2989 PAS EN 


2993: Joseph Cardinal H6f 
Roman Catholic archbishop 
Cologne and moderator of t 
Roman Catholic bishops' ce 
ence in the FRG, with WCC 
General Secretary Philip I 
[EPS 83.06.07]. 2994: M 
Marcus, a Canadian Coptic 
observing a session of the 
sultation on the Christiar 
Presence and Witness in tl 
Middle East" [EPS 83.06.0 
2995: Among participants 
the consultation (see 299 
were, left to right, Leop 
Niilus, director of the fh 
national Project of the M 
East Council of Churches; 
General Secretary Gabriel 
Director Ninan Koshy of t 
Commission of the Churche 
International Affairs; a 
Moderator Olle Dahlen. 
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SHOPTALK: 


The 17th book in the WCC Risk sertes has appeared. "Once Upon a Time... 
Politteal Fables" ts by Claudius, a Brazilian cartoontst and commentator. 
It costs 9.90 Swiss franes, 4.95 US dollars, or 2.95 UK pounds. 


"No Longer Strangers", an ecumenical project of the Lutheran World Federation, 
World Counetl of Churehes, World Student Christian Federatton, and World YWCA, 
has appeared. Edited by Iben Gjerding and Katherine Kinnamon, it ts subtitled 
"A Resource for Women and Worshtp". 


AAR 


Making its debut in thts tssue ts "Ecusum", a category to tnelude news 
roundups, background pteces and other ttems whtch sum up or offer an overview 
of a current issue or sttuatton. The tittle ts provtstonal. Readers' sugges- 
tions for alternative headings are welcome. 
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Other inaugural showings of the new WCC refugee film "Sanctuary" [EPS 83.06.110] 
are planned for New York (12 August), Los Angeles (14 July), Natrobt (to be 
fixed), and Vancouver (1 August, tn connection with the WCC assembly). A 
televiston showing is set for the Netherlands 22 July, with other tv posst— 
biltttes betng dtscussed. 


CONFERENCE OUTLINES Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL UNEASE Service 83.06.108 | 


SOMMIERES, France (EPS) —- Representatives of Protestant (generally minority) 
churches in France, Belgium, Spain, Portugal, Italy, and non-Germanic Switz- 
erland have outlined several developments in Roman Catholicism which contri- 
bute to "uneasiness" in terms of ecumenical relations. The meeting here [3- 
4 June] was under the auspices of the Conference of Protestant Churches of 
the Latin Countries of Europe. 


In a statement released afterwards, participants point to five causes of 
concern: 


‘i "a resurgence of forms of popular piety incompatible with the 
gospel" 


as "an approach to personal ethics which maintains a kind of 
imperialism by the church over the whole society (a phenomenon 
which is not purely Roman, but also Protestant)..." 


s failure in some instances to respect the religious liberty 
of minorities 


= institutional unwillingness to accept the full consequence 
of the renewal prompted by the Second Vatican Council 


= a plurality of theological interpretation within Roman 
Catholicism which is unrecognised or rejected in authoritative 
church pronouncements. 


The conference also outlined five principles for "an authentic ecumenical 
engagement": 


= "...the fact that God has no vicars, only witnesses" 
- "the sovereign authority of Holy Scripture" 


= "the grace of God which is always to be received and which 
we have but to testify to" 


- "the call for continual reformation of the whole church" 


= "the universal priesthood of believers and their full 
responsibility as God's people in the government of the church." 


The document also notes that the Roman Catholic Church is “not a monolithic 
bloc. It presents diverse aspects and faces according to the places and 
areas of its life and action (from the most rigid traditionalism to base 
communities and new theologies). Not less than in the Protestant churches,” 
it observes, "there are clevages in Roman Catholicism which make members of 
one church closer to those of another church than to their own." 


EPS 


"COMMUNITY OF PRAYER' Ecumenical Press 
BEGUN FOR WCC ASSEMBLY Service 83.06.109 


VANCOUVER (EPS) - The first two representatives from Geneva of the World 
Council of Churches have arrived in connection with the sixth WCC assembly, 
which opens here 24 July. Their task is to foster a local ecumenical 
"community of prayer" leading up to the once-a-decade event, which brings 
together representatives of the 300 WCC member denominations. 


The two are Gwen Cashmore, newly appointed WCC director for renewal and con- 
gregational life, and Joan Puls, on the headquarters staff of the School 
Sisters of St. Francis, a Roman Catholic religious community based in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, US. Puls is a coopted member of the WCC staff in 
connection with the assembly. 


They have begun three daily periods of intercession in a chapel on the campus 
of the University of British Columbia, where the assembly meets. They are 
also visiting congregations and hosting informal meetings on campus in an 
effort to involve Vancouver Christians in spiritual preparation for the 
gathering. During the assembly itself, in addition to a variety of daily 
worship services, a round-the-clock prayer vigil is planned. 


Cashmore says spiritual preparations offer "rich resources" to "nourish and 
feed us", and that in connection with the assembly and the work of the WCC 
afterwards, they are "reality and not just a kind of pious fantasy of escapist 
people". 


EPS 


NEW REFUGEE FILM, Ecumenical Press 
"SANCTUARY', SHOWN : Service 83.06.110 


GENEVA (EPS) - "Sanctuary", an hourlong World Council of Churches film drama 
about refugees, premiered here [20 June]. Approved by the WCC inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS), the film was written, produced, and directed by James 
Beckett, freelance filmmaker and former staffer for the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, who with CICARWS church partner agencies in 10 countries helped 
underwrite the film's costs. 


A study guide for use with the film has been prepared. WCC Deputy General 
Secretary Konrad Raiser says the film is to "challenge the churches and the 
international community as a whole to increase their efforts in finding appro- 
priate solutions" and to "promote awareness and understanding of the dimensions 
and complexity of the refugee situation." 


The film tells the story of a refugee family leaving its home area and even- 
tually resettling in another country. In the course of the stroy, the ethnic 
and geopolitical identies of the family change several times. Executive 
Producer Robin Gurney, a member of the CICARWS staff, says the film is about 

a "universal family". Beckett says the identity change helps viewers overcome 
their "biases about the causes of refugee situations" and "allows them to see 
the characters as human beings like them..." 


The film has documentary aspects, but is acted, though all the refugee families 
but one are played by actual refugees. Beckett says everything in the film is 
"taken from reality, nothing is fantasy...In fact, the 'reality' is often much 
more gruesome than what the film describes." 


Noting that a preliminary version of the film was two hours long, Beckett says 
many of the "philosophical lectures" about various refugee issues ended up on 
the cutting-room floor. Rather, Beckett says, the film is meant to "spark an 
interest" in the issues and thus "motivate people to go out and get the facts". 


EPS 


FRENCH REFORMED, LUTHERAN Ecumenical Press 
MEETINGS DISCUSS MINISTRY Service 83.06.1111 


PARIS (EPS) - Ministry questions were part of the agendas of separate meetings 
here [11-12 June] of the general synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
France (EELF) and national council of the Reformed Church of France (ERF). 


Proposed ministry guidelines prompted what the Paris-based Protestant Infor- 
mation Bulletin called a "difficult discussion" at the EELF meeting, reflec- 
ting "profound disagreement" related to views on the nature and function of 
ordained ministry. The guidelines refer to three types of minister generally 
recognised in the EELF - pastor, doctor, church inspector - and define three 
others - reader, preacher, and deacon: They also deal with "part-time past- 
oral ministry". 


The ERF council sent a document to regional synods scheduled later this year 
on the recognition of ministries in the ERF, part of an ongoing ERF study of 
diversification of ministries. | 


In other action, the EELF synod discussed "Lutheran identity and its parti- | 
cular role in ecumenical dialogue" and the EELF role in the Protestant 
Federation of France. 


EPS 


BAPTISM ISSUE Ecumenical Press 
IN SA, NORWAY Service 83.06.112 


GENEVA (EPS) - The theory and practice of baptism is causing some controversy 
among South African Methodists and Norwegian Lutherans. 


"Dimension," South African Methodist newspaper, speaks of the "increasing 
rift on baptism in the Methodist Church". A front-page article in the May 
issue, "Baptism issue causes upheaval," says that in the wake of the resig- 
nation of two Methodist ministers who decline to baptise infants, an unoffi- 
cial seminar on baptism is being organised by the leaders of two Methodist 
districts. 


One of the district chairmen, Bill Meaker, said the seminar would not lead 

to a change in Methodist theology or practice (which supports infant baptism), 
but would "clarify some of the confusion which obviously existed regarding 
the sacrament". 


From Oslo, "Church of Norway News" reports [16 June] that the country's 
Lutheran bishops "have been under fire from conservative clergy groups here 
since their March statement that pastors should be very careful not to refuse 
baptism because of the moral standard of parents," specifically that baptism 
should not be denied just because the parents are unmarried, and that they 
‘should be allowed to take part in the rite if they are willing to let the 
baptized child be brought up in the Christian faith. The bishops said that 
the church view of marriage is to be "made known and understood by other 
means" than by denying the unmarried father the right to take part in the 
baptism. 


Arne Paulsen, a parish pastor who chairs the Association for Bible and Con- 
fession (FBB), urged pastors not to follow the bishops' advice. He said he 
thought they were giving in to public opinion. The bishops’ statement was 
unanimous, and thus is supported by bishops close to the FBB, CNN reports. 


EPS 


ANNUAL CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
MEETINGS IN US Service 83.06.113 


GENEVA (EPS) - Several US denominations held national meetings this month. 
Among them were the Reformed Church in America, whose general synod met in 
Pella, Iowa, the Presbyterian Church (USA), whose first general assembly 
following merger of the United Presbyterian Church and Presbyterian Church 

in the US met in Atlanta, Georgia, and the Southern Baptist Convention, which 
convened in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 


RCA delegates approved a statement "opposing the use of legal abortions in 

all but very exceptional circumstances". Okayed by a 5-1 vote after vigorous 
debate, it supersedes earlier statements which highlighted the right of choice 
in connection with abortion. 


Eight of the denomination's 45 regional units (classes) asked the synod to 
withdraw from the National and/or World Councils of Churches, but again after 
vigorous debate, a substantial majority decided to retain membership. By a 
2-1 majority, the synod also decided to explore membership in the National 
Association of Evangelicals. 


The RCA's new general secretary, Edwin Mulder, assumes his post 1 July. He 
succeeds Arie Brouwer, who later this year becomes a WCC deputy general 
secretary [EPS 83.05.04]. 


The PCUSA assembly voted to add four "recognized conservative evangelicals" 
to its General Assembly Council. It turned down a proposal to require 
"sender inclusive language" in reference to God in a brief statement of 
beliefs being written for the denomination. 


A document titled 'Christians and Jews: a Unique Relationship" was referred 
for further study. It is to be the first in a series, to be followed by a 
paper on Christianity and Islam and another on the uniqueness of Jesus Christ 
in a religiously plural world. 


The assembly also reaffirmed Presbyterian support for a bilateral, verifiable 
freeze on testing, production, and deployment of nuclear weapons. It decided 
to send all congregations a copy of the recent pastoral letter by US Roman 
Catholic bishops on nuclear and other peace issues. It called their work of 
"great historical, theological, and educational significance". 


A document on Central America approved by the assembly makes nation-by-nation 
proposals on church and government policy. The US government is urged to 
press for human rights in Central America and recognize refugees as victims 
of political oppression. 


The SBC re-elected by acclamation its president James Draper, a Texas preacher 
who stresses biblical inerrancy and literalness. In his address, he called 
some views of theologians such as Paul Tillich and Rudolph Bultmann heresy 

and said the teaching that Christ died for human sins is "perhaps the most 
hated of all the doctrines of biblical Christianity by the liberal theologians". 


A resolution urging support for Israel was withdrawn, reportedly after fears 
were raised that it would mean difficulties for SBC missionaries in Arab 
countries. About 75 women formed a group for support and encouragement. 
Draper says he does not approve of women's ordination, though because SBC 
policy leaves ordination to the congregation, a few women have been ordained. 


EPS 


ECUSUM: "The US Church and US Policy toward El Salvador" EPS 83.06.114 


Reagan administration officials have been disturbed and sometimes puzzled to 
see the churches emerge as a principal source of opposition to their El Salva- 
dor policy. 


Political leaders who see the spread of Soviet-dominated:- communism as the key 
issue have expected that churches would stand on their side. Some support 
has come to them from conservative circles, but much of the church leadership 
in the United States analyses the situation in other terms. 


So far, the churches have had little direct success in altering President 
Ronald Reagan's course, but they have reinforced congressional critics and 
by that means helped place some constraints on him. 


Their efforts have also affected the military establishment. Remembering 
Vietnam, generals now resist the idea of sending combat troops without a 
united public behind them. 


Although many individual church members, clergy and lay, back the US president, 
no organised church group is offering him audible support. Many church state- ) 
ments have come out, and in virtually every case they run counter to govern- 
ment policy, especially the military aspect. 


On 13 May in San Francisco, the governing board of the National Council of 
Churches unanimously approved a resolution on Central America opposing 
economic as well as military support for the El Salvador government. Oscar 
Bolioli, former president of the Methodist Church of Uruguay and now Latin 
America secretary for the NCC, says economic aid would be favored if El Salva- 
dor used it in ways beneficial to the people. But he says it goes mainly to 
meet government expenses and uphold the existing order. 


Disputing interpretation of Central American conflicts as the product of 
Soviet and Cuban intervention, the NCC resolution says they are rather the 
outgrowth of past US support for dictatorial regimes and of church missionary 
work that separated faith from politics. "Although there are some honorable 
exceptions to these historical patterns, we consider Central America today 
with a deep sense of repentance for our national and ecclesiastical complic-— 
ity in current problems," it says. 


With missionaries and Salvadorans as sources, church periodicals often carry 
information and analysis considerably different from what the ordinary US 
citizen may pick up from the secular media. These sources commonly reject 
administration efforts to portray the El Salvador government as a moderate, 
reforming force battling extremists of the right and the left. 


US churches have been at odds with their government also because they listen 
to appeals from Latin American churches. On 5 March, leaders of the Latin 
American Council of Churches (CLAI) wrote NCC President James Armstrong and 
NCC General Secretary Claire Randall insisting that US churches must act "to 
change the course of oppressive, militaristic and dishonest policies of your 
governors." On El Salvador, they said the US is backing "a corrupt and 
inhuman regime." 


Armstrong, CLAI President Frederico Pagura and other officials of both councils 
then made a two-day [9-10 March] joint visit to Washington. Bolioli reports 
they found some receptivity among members of Congress but none among officials 
they talked with at the US state department (foreign affairs ministry). They 
were not able to get a meeting with any policy level official at the White 
House, he adds. 


Over/ 
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The church had differences with the Carter administration, too, but Bolioli 
says the inauguration of Reagan brought a hardening. "We used to get some 
acknowledgement of messages we sent, but now we get no response," he says. 


Current high levels of concern over the El Salvador situation date from the 15 
October 1979 coup ousting the country's president and the quick fading of any 
hopes that a more just and human social order would follow. In 1980 came the 
assassination of Catholic Archbishop Oscar Romero on 24 March and on 2 December 
the killing of the four US Roman Catholic missionaries - Maryknoll Sisters Ita 
Ford and Maura Clark, Ursuline Sister Dorothy Kazel and laywoman Jean Donovan. 
The US Roman Catholic Church was aroused to an unusual degree of concern, in- 
tensified when Reagan's UN Ambassador Jean Kirkpatrick made statements seeming 
to insinuate that the women had made themselves legitimate targets by taking 
sides. Families and friends of the women, their religious orders and others 
in the churches have continued to protest failure of the El Salvador judicial 
system to act on the case, and anniversaries of Romero's and the women's 
deaths have become occasions for concentrated attention to the issue of US 
government responsibility. 


Roman Catholic bishops have warned repeatedly against US attempts to resolve 
the El Salvador situation by military means, and angrily rebut suggestions by 
Vice President George Bush and Secretary of State George Shultz that they 
thereby serve the Marxist cause. 


A Roman Catholic who disagrees with the bishops is James Finn, a former editor 
of "Worldview", a publication of the Council on Religion and International 
Affairs, and now editor of the Freedom House journal "Freedom at Issue". "The 
bishops have often suggested that the US and the Soviet Union should stay out 
of El Salvador, and that what is going on is simply the result of indigenous | 
factors," he says. "That is all very well except that they are having some 
effect on our policies and no effect on Marxist-Leninist forces sending in 
arms.'' But he acknowledges that he is a minority voice. 


Much of the church activity is co-ordinated by an Inter-Religious Task Force 
on El Salvador, formed in 1980 by people in the New York area representing the 
NCC, several of its member denominations, some Roman Catholic religious orders 
and other groups. In 1982, they added “and Central America" to the name, con- 
vinced that the issues in the various countries there are all interconnected. 


The task force is chaired by Maryknoll priest Daniel Driscoll and has one 
staff person - Beverly Keene, a United Presbyterian who served in Costa Rica 
from 1977 to 1979 under the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries. 
From its office in the Interchurch Center in New York, the task force sends 
out literature and promotes educational and organizing projects. It helped 
sponsor a Central America Week 18-27 March. A similar observance is planned 
for 1984. A group of people in the Washington area, representing Roman 
Catholic groups, has formed a Religious Task Force on Central America, 

and church groups across the country have set up local committees, often 
initiating their own projects. 


Reagan has complained that he finds it difficult to secure understanding for 
his policy because many Americans don't even know where El Salvador is. But 
that is hardly a charge he can make against the churches. El Salvador is a 
place their representatives visit often, a place they have sent many mission- 
aries over the years, a place they have seen the murder of missionaries and 
people served by them. Many US congregations are now hearing the story 
directly as they give sanctuary to Salvadoran refugees threatened with depor- 
tation. The churches speak and act from a wealth of information and experience. 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent) EPS 
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83.06.115 DELEGATION TO CRETE: The information bulletin of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate's center near Geneva ("Episkepsis,"' Chambésy), reports that a 
three-metropolitan delegation has been sent by the partriarchate to Crete to 


"resolve certain [unspecified] problems" in the Eastern Orthodox church on 
that Mediterranean island. 


83.06.116 LUTHER YEAR IN ITALY: The news service of the Waldensian Church of 
Italy reports that the 500th anniversary of church reformer Martin Luther 
"has been a wonderful opportunity for church and cultural dialogue seeking 
to wipe out the negative approach to Luther, characteristic of Italy since 
the 16th century." 


83.06.117 ECUMENICAL CLOWNS: The Holy Fools, a loosely knit fellowship of 
clowns from about three dozen denominations, has decided to establish an 

international organisation. Bill Peckham, a United Methodist minister in 
Springfield, Illinois, US, and a leader of the group estimates that there 
are "probably 25,000 Holy Fools running around". Currently 4,000 are part 
of the network, Peckham says, mostly in the US, with Methodists and: Roman 
Catholics making up the largest numbers. The organisation is open to any 
person or group clowning or miming in connection with a church ministry. 


83.06.118 CANADA MAY GET RELIGIOUS CHANNEL: The Canadian Radio-Television and 
Telecommunications Commission has decided to license one channel, on cable, 
delivered nationwide by satellite, for religious programming. The commission 
said the new channel would have to be shared equitably by the country's 
recognized faiths. If they can't agree on how to do that, the commission 
said, no channel will be licensed. License application deadline is 2 
September. 


83.06.119 NORWEGIAN ECUMENICAL FORUM UNDERWAY: What some think could be a 
forerunner of a national council of churches, an ecumenical "permanent forum" 
was established last month in Norway. Besides theologians from the numeri- 
cally dominant [Lutheran] Church of Norway, the forum, to meet twice a year, 
includes Roman Catholic, Methodist, Baptist, Reformed (Mission Covenant), 

and Salvation Army representatives. Pentecostal and Lutheran Free represen- 
tatives declined to participate. First item on the group's agenda is the 
1982 Lima theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry 
(BEM), whose Norwegian translation was released last month. CN bishops have 
urged wide study of it. 


83.06.120 'LIFE & PEACE' DEBATE IN NORWAY: The message from last April's 
Nordic-sponsored Christian World Conference on Life and Peace in Uppsala 
has drawn a variety of reaction from the country's political and religious 
leaders. Summing up the reaction, Oslo-based Church of Norway News says 
"the bulk of church leaders and church people here seem to be more or less 
satisfied with the...message as a sign of church commitment to disarmament 
and peace.” 


83.06.121 SOWETO ANNIVERSARY: Church services and scattered clashes between 
youth and riot police marked the 16 June anniversary of the 1976 violence in 
the large black township of Soweto during which an estimated 600 people were 
killed during a protest against South Africa's apartheid (race separation) 
system. EPS 
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83.06.122 CHURCH OF NORWAY GENERAL SYNOD: Depending on how soon the Storting 
(parliament) passes the legislation, the first annual general synod of the 
[Lutheran] Church of Norway is expected next year or 1985. The legislation 

is an outgrowth of an evolution in church-state relations since a major report 
on the issue in late 1980. The changes increase CN autonomy and resources, 
without cutting church-state ties. Most church leaders say they are pleased 
with the new arrangements. 


83.06.123 SENTENCING IN CANADA: A 12-denomination consultation on sentencing 
in Canada has proposed increased use of non-prison alternatives for offenders 
deemed not likely to commit violent offenses again. ."Community alternatives" 
such as programmes of restitution and victim/offender reconciliation were 
favoured by the consultation in many cases. The consultation's report was 
submitted to the Canadian justice department, which is expected to propose 
changes later this year. 


83.06.124 OLD CATHOLIC MISSION MEETING: For the first time, representatives 
of the French-speaking parts of Old Catholicism have come together for a 
mission meeting. Assembled near Geneva [9-14 May], representatives of Old 
Catholic congregations in French-speaking Switzerland, France, and French- 
speaking Canada considered the theme "Old Catholicism responding to the 
missionary call of Christ". Among proposals from the meeting were that each 
Swiss parish be in partnership with a community in the French-language dias- 
pora, and that another Old Catholic francophone meeting take place next 1-2 
June in the Alsace part of France. Swiss Old Catholic Bishop Léon Gauthier 
was among those attending the meeting. 


83.06.125 THEOLOGIANS ON NICARAGUA CHURCH: Forty-four theologians from 
faculties in 11 countries have signed a letter of support for the "people's 
church" in Nicaragua. The letter calls the movement, which its leaders say 
does not wish to turn itself into a denomination separate from the numerical- 
ly dominant Roman Catholic Church in the country, a “sign of resurrection" 
in which they recognise "the authentic faith of the apostles". The theolo- 
gians say they are "proud to be contemporaries of this church of the poor of 
which you are the true bearers in the power of the Spirit of God". Among 
the signers are Edward Schillebeeckx (Netherlands), Johannes-Baptist Metz 
(FRG), David Power (US), Gregory Baum (Canada), Jiirgen Moltmann (FRG), David 
Tracy (US), Hans Kiing (FRG), and Julio Santa Ana (Brazil). 


83.06.126 SWEDISH RAPPROCHEMENT: Riischlikon (Switzerland)-based European 


Baptist Press Service reports that two Swedish Baptist groups - Baptist Union 


of Sweden and Orebro Mission — held several joint sessions during their res- 
pective annual assemblies [12-15 May]. EBPS reports the view that it is 
"too early to project full association between the groups, but...mutual 
efforts in publishing, Christian education, theological education and immi- 
grant work will be developed further". They divided in 1937. 


83.06.127 US GREEK ORTHODOX CLERGY SHORTAGE: The [Eastern] Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America expects nearly half its priests to 
retire in the next decade. According to its head, Archbishop Iakovos, it 


"may very well be facing a desperate situation" if clergy recruitment is not 
increased. 
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83.06.128 CHILE & '60 MINUTES': A statement from two Pentecostal, a Reformed 
(Presbyterian), and a Lutheran church leader in Chile, expresses "deep con- 
cern over what seems to be a campaign to discredit the World Council of 
Churches". In a paid column in El Mercurio, the main Santiago daily, the 
four respond to criticism of the WCC and other church organisations as 
supportive of Marxism and violence. The charges were made in a Chilean 
television presentation drawing on an earlier segment of the US programme 
"60 Minutes" [EPS 83.06.96; 06.52; 03.07; 02.32; 02.03]. The signers are 
Pentecostal Mission Church President Narciso Sepulveda Barra, Presbyterian 
Pastor Luis Garcia Merino, Pentecostal Church of Chile Bishop Enrique Chavez 
Compos, and Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile President Stefan Challer. 


83.06.129 BEAGLE DISPUTE: Christian and Jewish leaders in Chile have 
released a statement [30 May] urging a peaceful solution to the dispute 
between Chile and Argentina over possession of the Beagle Channel. They 
urge continuation of papal efforts to mediate the matter. Besides the ) 
country's chief rabbi, signers include Roman Catholic, Methodist, Baptist, 
Lutheran, Reformed (Presbyterian) and Pentecostal representatives. 


83.06.130 BRAZIL COUNCIL IN CALL: Leaders of the five Brazilian denomina- 

tions - Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist, Anglican, and Pentecostal 

(Brazil for Christ) - which form the National Council of Christian Churches 

(CONIC) have urged [13 June] Brazilians to be active in changing what they | 
describe as the unfair economic, political and social situation in the 

country. They say that the country's national crisis "isn't only the con- 

sequence of the international domination process, but is also provoked by 

the unfair national situation, where influential people decide without real 

popular participation". 


83.06.131 COPTIC POPE PRAYER DAY: Nairobi-based Africa Church Information 
Service reports that leaders of the Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] Church have 
declared 31 July an international day of prayer for the "detained leader of 
the church," Pope Shenouda. The pope has been in a desert monastery since 
September 1981 when the Egyptian government acted against about 1,500 people 
categorised as Christian or Muslim extremists. Most have since been released. 


83.06.132 SA COMMUNION PROTEST: About 25 senior members of the Dutch Reformed 
Church in Africa (NGKA) did not take part in the eucharist at the NGKA synod 
this month to protest support for apartheid (South African race separation) 

by the NGKA "mother church", the white-only Dutch Reformed Church (NGK). The 
other two daughter churches - NGSK for people classed as mixed race, and RCA 
for Asians - have already taken actions to protest the NGK position. Some 
have urged that the three daughter churches unite and sever ties with the NCK. 
The NGK provides about 90 percent of NGKA income. 


83.06.133 REGIONAL CHURCH LEADERS ON MX: Christian leaders in five US states 
have appealed to the US government to scrap plans to build and deploy the MX 
missile system, possibly in their area. Appearing at a press conference to 
announce their letter were 22 of the signers, including Methodist, Roman 
Catholic, Reformed (Presbyterian, UCC), Baptist, Disciples, astean Orthodox, 
Anglican, Lutheran, and Brethren representatives. The signers come from 
Wyoming, Colorado, Montana, Nebraska, and Utah. 
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The first excerpt ts from the speech of Pope John Paul to an ecumentcal 
gathering tn Warsaw 17 June. The second ts from an interview with Adam 
Zopatka, head of the Polish government office for religtous denomtnattons, 
distrtbuted by the Polish foreign affairs mtntstry tn advance of the visit. 


...We are aware that the return to full union requires great humility and 
love, courage and hope. With the help of the Holy Spirit we have already 
overcome not a few difficulties and obstacles. With many churches and 
Christian communities we are conducting an official ecumenical dialogue in 

a spirit of searching for the truth in love. The ever increasing coming to- 
gether and the openness of the Polish Ecumenical Council and the Roman Catho- 
lic Church give good hopes for the future, in a special way the sincere 
conversations and the joint ecumenical efforts in the mixed commission of 
both sides... 


I also desire to offer my good wishes for fruitful, fraternal collaboration 
to those who will take part in the meeting of the World Council of Churches... 


Shared prayer in a caring sense is a call to love Christ more deeply, that 
Christ in whom we are all one. Even if at times we have different traditions, 
customs and ways of thinking, nevertheless we all feel called to closer union 
with Christ and around Christ. It is precisely for this purpose that prayers 
for the unity of the churches are needed. Without them the ecumenical move- 
ment would not be what it is. 


Nor am I unaware of the other concrete examples of real ecumenism... 


For all this ecumenical service in Poland, which deserves, respect and grati- 
tude, I offer to the Catholics and to those belonging to the other Christian 
churches a due, Bog Zaplac' (May God reward you), and I invoke upon their 
efforts and future successes the blessing of the Lord. 


ARK 


The process of normalization of relations between the state and the Roman 
Catholic Church progresses with various difficulties and zig-zags. The attain- 
ment of full normalization is totally realistic. There is nothing in the 
nature of religion or in the nature of the church which would exclude the 
possibility of attaining such normalization. I am authorised to say this by, 
among other things, positive experiences of relations between our state and 

all other churches and religious unions operating in Poland. They fulfill 
their mission in complete freedom. And at the same time they shape in the 
pro-state sense the attitudes of their members and their clergy. The attain- 
ment of such a state in relations between the state and the Roman Catholic Churc 
is a matter of time. 


It is at the same time clear that normal relations between the state and church 
or a religious union do not mean consensus on all matters. An indispensable comp 
nent of those relations is the difference and even a clash of opinions in the 
philosophical sphere. The church is a church, it voices religious views, it 

has a missionary stance. The state is secular. It does not fight against 
religion of churches, but also it does not want to and cannot be a tool for 

any religion. Confrontations on the ideological and philosophical sphere make 
no obstacle for co-operation in those fields, in which efforts are aimed at 


attaining common political, social, economic goals or shaping commonly recog- 
nized moral values. 
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83.06.128 CHILE & '60 MINUTES': A. statement from two Pentecostal, a Reformed 
(Presbyterian), and a Lutheran church leader in Chile, expresses "deep con- 
cern over what seems to be a campaign to discredit the World Council of 
Churches". In a paid column in El Mercurio, the main Santiago daily, the 
four respond to criticism of the WCC and other church organisations as 
supportive of Marxism and violence. The charges were made in a Chilean 
television presentation drawing on an earlier segment of the US programme 
"60 Minutes" [EPS 83.06.96; 06.52; 03.07; 02.32; 02.03]. The signers are 
Pentecostal Mission Church President Narciso Sepulveda Barra, Presbyterian 
Pastor Luis Garcia Merino, Pentecostal Church of Chile Bishop Enrique Chavez 
Compos, and Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile President Stefan Challer. 


83.06.129 BEAGLE DISPUTE: Christian and Jewish leaders in Chile have 
released a statement [30 May] urging a peaceful solution to the dispute 
between Chile and Argentina over possession of the Beagle Channel. They 
urge continuation of papal efforts to mediate the matter. Besides the 
country's chief rabbi, signers include Roman Catholic, Methodist, Baptist, 
Lutheran, Reformed (Presbyterian) and Pentecostal representatives. 


83.06.130 BRAZIL COUNCIL IN CALL: Leaders of the five Brazilian denomina- 
tions - Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist, Anglican, and Pentecostal 
(Brazil for Christ) - which form the National Council of Christian Churches 
(CONIC) have urged [13 June] Brazilians to be active in changing what they 
describe as the unfair economic, political and social situation in the 
country. They say that the country's national crisis "isn't only the con- 
sequence of the international domination process, but is also provoked by 
the unfair national situation, where influential people decide without real 
popular participation". 


83.06.131 COPTIC POPE PRAYER DAY: Nairobi-based Africa Church Information 
Service reports that leaders of the Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] Church have 
declared 31 July an international day of prayer for the "detained leader of 
the church,'' Pope Shenouda. The pope has been in a desert monastery since 
September 1981 when the Egyptian government acted against about 1,500 people 
categorised as Christian or Muslim extremists. Most have since been released. 


83.06.132 SA COMMUNION PROTEST: About 25 senior members of the Dutch Reformed 
Church in Africa (NGKA) did not take part in the eucharist at the NGKA synod 
this month to protest support for apartheid (South African race separation) 

by the NGKA "mother church", the white-only Dutch Reformed Church (NGK). The 
other two daughter churches - NGSK for people classed as mixed race, and RCA 
for Asians - have already taken actions to protest the NGK position. Some 
have urged that the three daughter churches unite and sever ties with the NCK. 
The NGK provides about 90 percent of NGKA income. 


83.06.133 REGIONAL CHURCH LEADERS ON MX: Christian leaders in five US states 
have appealed to the US government to scrap plans to build and deploy the MX 
missile system, possibly in their area. Appearing at a press conference to 
announce their letter were 22 of the signers, including Methodist, Roman 
Catholic, Reformed (Presbyterian, UCC), Baptist, Disciples, Eastern Orthodox, 
Anglican, Lutheran, and Brethren representatives. The signers come from 
Wyoming, Colorado, Montana, Nebraska, and Utah. 
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The first excerpt ts from the speech of Pope John Paul to an ecumentcal 
gathering in Warsaw 17 June. The second ts from an interview wtth Adam 
Zopatka, head of the Poltsh government office for religtous denominations, 
distributed by the Polish foreign affatrs mintstry itn advance of the vistt. 


...We are aware that the return to full union requires great humility and 
love, courage and hope. With the help of the Holy Spirit we have already 
overcome not a few difficulties and obstacles. With many churches and 
Christian communities we are conducting an official ecumenical dialogue in 

a spirit of searching for the truth in love. The ever increasing coming to- 
gether and the openness of the Polish Ecumenical Council and the Roman Catho- 
lic Church give good hopes for the future, in a special way the sincere 
conversations and the joint ecumenical efforts in the mixed commission of 
both sides... : 


I also desire to offer my good wishes for fruitful, fraternal collaboration 
to those who will take part in the meeting of the World Council of Churches... 


Shared prayer in a caring sense is a call to love Christ more deeply, that 
Christ in whom we are all one. Even if at times we have different traditions, 
customs and ways of thinking, nevertheless we all feel called to closer union 
with Christ and around Christ. It is precisely for this purpose that prayers 
for the unity of the churches are needed. Without them the ecumenical move- 
ment would not be what it is. 


Nor am I unaware of the other concrete examples of real ecumenism... 


For all this ecumenical service in Poland, which deserves respect and grati- 
tude, I offer to the Catholics and to those belonging to the other Christian 
churches a due, Bog Zaplac' (May God reward you), and I invoke upon their 
efforts and future successes the blessing of the Lord. 


ARK 


The process of normalization of relations between the state and the Roman 
Catholic Church progresses with various difficulties and zig-zags. The attain- 
ment of full normalization is totally realistic. There is nothing in the 
nature of religion or in the nature of the church which would exclude the 
possibility of attaining such normalization. I am authorised to say this by, 
among other things, positive experiences of relations between our state and 

all other churches and religious unions operating in Poland. They fulfill 
their mission in complete freedom. And at the same time they shape in the 
pro-state sense the attitudes of their members and their clergy. The attain- 
ment of such a state in relations between the state and the Roman Catholic Churcl 
is a matter of time. 


It is at the same time clear that normal relations between the state and church 
or a religious union do not mean consensus on all matters. An indispensable comp 
nent of those relations is the difference and even a clash of opinions in the 
philosophical sphere. The church is a church, it voices religious views, it 
has a missionary stance. The state is secular. It does not fight against 
religion of churches, but also it does not want to and cannot be a tool for 
any religion. Confrontations on the ideological and philosophical sphere make 
no obstacle for co-operation in those fields, in which efforts are aimed at 


attaining common political, social, economic goals or shaping commonly recog- 
nized moral values. 
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The following ts excerpted from the workbook for the World Counctl of Churches 
Assembly, 24 July - 10 August, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 


An Assembly of the WCC is in the first instance the coming together of the 
member churches of the WCC to reaffirm their fellowship and take counsel 
with one another through their appointed delegates. 


The Sixth Assembly at Vancouver will have begun to assemble long before the 
opening day of the Assembly itself - 24 July. In fact, during the last 18 
months, more than seventy small ecumenical teams have visited the vast major- 
ity of all member churches of the WCC in order to begin with them the process 
of preparing for the Assembly at Vancouver. Most delegates to the Assembly 
will have been involved in one or more preparatory meetings on regional, sub- 
regional or national level. Churches, congregations, church groups and 
theological seminaries and faculties will have studied the biblical and 
theological material and read the various papers and books which have been 
published in preparation for the Assembly. Thus it is hoped that, more than 
ever before, the delegates who come to the Assembly in Vancouver will come | 
as representatives of their various churches and communities throughout the | 
world. 


There are three general features to any Assembly of the WCC. 


First, as the most representative gathering of the member churches of the WCC 
in fellowship with one another, the Assembly is the occasion to reaffirm and 
to celebrate the covenant which the churches have made with one another. 
According to its Constitution, the WCC is "a fellowship of churches which 
confess Jesus Christ as God and Saviour..."' The Assembly therefore is the 
time for the churches to renew their confession of Jesus Christ in the light 
of the challenges of the present day. The main theme of the Sixth Assembly - 
"Jesus Christ - the Light of the World" - gives direction and orientation to 
this common act of confessing our faith. In smaller or larger groupings, the 
Assembly will reflect on the main theme, join in the Bible Study and worship, 
and celebrate the unity of God's people through its common witness to Jesus 
Christ the life of the world. 


Secondly, the WCC has been constituted in order to serve the common calling 
and responsibilities of its member churches in the areas of unity and mission, 
service and renewal. The main activities of the WCC must promote these basic 
goals. An Assembly is the occasion when the member churches of the WCC re- 
ceive an account of the work which the Council has done, together with them 
and on their behalf, during the period since the preceding Assembly. It will 
examine and appropriate the results, and formulate relevant recommendations 
both to the WCC and to member churches on further action to be taken. For the 
purpose of the discussion at this Assembly, the present activities of the WCC 
have been grouped around eight issues which reflect the major areas of concen- 
tration suggested by the Central Committee (CC) following the last Assembly at 
Nairobi. 


Finally, the Assembly is the highest constitutional decision-making and govern- 
ing body of the WCC. It receives and adopts the report of the CC which has 
directed and supervised the work of the WCC since the previous Assembly. It 
chooses from among the delegates the members of the new CC, as well as the 
members of the Presidium of the Council, who together will carry the respon- 
Sibility in the years following the Assembly. It also receives and acts upon 
policy recommendations in the area of programme guidelines, finance, and public 
responsibility. 
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The chart below condenses by category the parts of the WCC assembly programme, 
24 July - 10 August, Vancouver, Brittsh Columbia, Canada. 
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SHOPTALK> 


The following reports are avatlable from the WCC Commtsston 
on Inter-Chureh Atd, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS), 
BoteGo ~elo-lall Genevdual, iW cer ona. 


a) Beuador — froods, (Wo. 3, 1 Wuneel oes) 

b) Kampuchea (No. 42, 13 June 1983) 

e) Pakistan - Sind famtnesaréa (No. Tyas June M983) 

d) FLjt - eyclone Oscar - March 1983 (No. 3, 18 Juneritg63) 
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In EPS 83.06.110, make the name Becket (one "t"). 


In connectton wtth EPS 83.06.91: Alternative Tour Thailand, 
an tnterfatth venture, ts another effort to, tin the words 
of tts brochure, "provtde you with posstbilities to fulfill 
your good will tn learning more about the real ltfe of the 
That people, thetr tradittons, culture, and proptems”. its 
address ts 59/214 Pibulwattana Building, Rama VI Road, 
Bangkok 10400. The address of the Hong Kong Christian 
Counetl, whose tours were noted in EPS 83.06.91, ts 33 
Granville Road, Tstm Sha Tsut, Kowloon, Hong Kong. 
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The index includes references in three major categories:- 


- Geographical 
- Organisational 
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Stories are identified by a code. 


The first part shows 


the second its sequence within that month's items. 
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CANADA 

Human rvightS wert rr re 02.0 
Canadian church consults on religious broadcasting  ---~--------------------------------------- Ome 
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Orthodox/Lutheran session 'difficult' -------------------------------~-----------------~-----.- 06.5: 
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Czechoslovakia - bishops --------------------------------------------------------------------- 02.1. 
Czechoslovakia - convictions ----------------------------------------------------------------- 02.3 
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Czech - conscience ------------------------------------------------ +--+ +--+ + 03.11 
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Czechoslovak protest letter ------------------------------------+------------------ +--+ ------ 06.95 
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rench Reformed affirm ecumenical involvement 
Victory for non-violence 


ERMANY (EAST & WEST) 


FRG - war/peace 
EKD council message on Hitler anniversary 
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Central America, Middle. BFast..on.WCC=RGC. agenda, <-srsssnasosacsue se aaa OBS en eee See 02.09 
Human rights violations in, the West Bank, scscmsoccicTstcsasseecs 7" Seeo" TS PERO nT TD OeeEDe 04.94 
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International church consultation makes Middle East recommendations  ------------------------ 06.01 
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Mézgumbiquers. tay leaders | -33 == nn sn Be ne a Shaan Lae ae 02.45 
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Netherlands “—“bapt ism ~ esse e sae sss sess sss as SS a SS SS SSS SSS SS SS aaa ES Se ee ae ee 02.34 
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Dutch clemency appeal ---~---------------------------------------------~---~------------ + 06.38 
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French Reformed affirm ecumenical involvement --------------------------------------~-------- 06.22 
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NORTH AMERICA - (Region) 

Biheration theology and Bible‘s. authors ty) i nkedi aoe eee ee ee ee 014542 

US - Anglican/Lutheran --~----~-----------------+~~-~----~~------ +e 01.84 

NAO YOUtR serene annie nn iin i ie Se ae ee ee eee oe oe see 03.123 
Ecumenical institute looks at N. America =<s=-------~-—----<<0--—- ne ee eee ae 04.81 
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Norway - fund raising <<-----<------- 2238 eee eames ee tee ee ee eee eee 03.52 

NOEWSYe™ ECUMENICAL  ---nn~ men nee eee ee eee mee oamn eee on deet dee ee 03.53 

NOtway - baptism <--<-<<<<—---2-2 02-268 6 sen ce eee once en ne oe ee ae 03.78 


Over 


NORWAY - Cont'd. 1983 
ELE NOLS YG, ee I NA i heel a hc hes Nea nha 04.38 

i ia 3 a pel 2 tn Mi cag ea ace eda ccd Ae hacia gases Rass een a omiaaien re ene 06.112 
MEnecreaiieceuncitcd = rOrum UNdelWay on = a a ee ee ee 06.119 
"TBife & Peace' debate in Norway = -=--=---= 9999999999399 99 9 = 06.120 
Ghurch of Norway general synod)  ============ <8 95993933 9 5 95 5 = 06.122 


PACIFIC - (Region) 


Poe Onomonm Ee Me men aco be Am M1. COT CS nee ee a a 04.72 
Questions to the church in Melanesia ---*--------------------------------------------------- 04.73 
oct Onomon Chemenurechn in POlYneSi da wp sues hee tae eee eee tS eee Teno > Been 04.74 
EGE RGAE SEN tI II I ha a I FN Ta IRE SII IS IES I Frag alas wn 04.95 
meenon Rerormed atfirm ecumenical vinvolVvement  =====s— = sa rn eS Se 6.22 
PALESTINE 

GR Ps TB Ata gh etki le ME III III II II III LILI I ALS 01.72 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


meyoutch worker's reflections on Papua New .Guinea 9 .==s=====---7=> Staaten st en tenant eae eter 04.70 

ale 

I aaa ani ARLE TADS RE EAP aE RAE ATURE SSIES" ME NAAPATET SO UTI RE AT aes elm [Nae Oop aaa ea 02.44 

Benu— "defamation © sas a a a a rn nn nn = = 03.26. 
EXTLIPPINES 

RSH ODS RGR) Zon hl TpONO.OOMe TC 1 1 alee SSST NGL RR a o> Ra 03.61 

NS Lk ma ha are oe SS SAS TERS SSSR ESE TERS ESGCS—— TIER IS Te 04.12 

eeAND 

ROMER Cl Bsc SW Te Zs RTC, ee a a a i NT ET RTA OST 01.56 

(ECR S FES TS Wir Be Maced Soe eleanor ind hee ar ac at oad atte eS kD TE aad Ton tes ews aa 03.47 

BAIed Anime S Lao Se Ce DO GE ON . BO 0 i a aan oa ane aT om NLT TET a 03.67 

DRT eR OG S ake ooo ee Bee eS SRS SSSR E ST TS SOS OT OE OE a ET a 03.87 

I ae I a a a eS ET TE Te TE ae NT RE EO TE AT a AT 04.09 

GMC Ome Er ro Tol CC UMe LO Lp COMIC Le eS SE Se eT EO I A I I ee 04.14 

EAPMRE re eae gy Se (00 Lg WRC SECS a a ay seca pia egg 06.65 

MTS Meee Diego. Ot pt an a Seal bo Lim FNL TA evry Se ee CE OT OE ET Oe OT tm ape ng a 06.74 

P—OSvne paul) Ant POLAUCsRaZre iS FAS Ta TLL Ly re ee ee a eee ee ee TE Oe EON 06.134 


PUERTO RICO 
aE sa Th tetas 8g the ag aa Slain onl ral pa ceric pr tented 03.22 


SCANDINAVIA - (Region) 


ii@hek i nALuCnGl Se: Benrene nae o = coon sa Sarl rire ete S SS Teasers eS aS TRO rr ere 01.75 
DiC Memtetrecoagtality « sspopccressascero arses sana sess ss see sree sess Sasa 06.36 
SICILY 

ny eee alte eer Cae CeCe eee UL Sd Gye ne 01.02 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Mupemodnactsuons,Apartheld. gcqmere ee elie ERT OEE REET ST 01.01 
MS Cg Fs ee oe ee Fas Sa aS pe aaa ase aac a ea a TD TE ERT TO 01.06 
Be O23 1 ROC Sk owe re Nit eens ee GETTER ER TIRE LO 01.07 
SA — nuclear mm Ee ae oe 01.18 
i D0 og sme ee arse RR TO OO NNT BO 01.26 
Pret tri case redect 1 On. serene eee SRT TREE TARR ERR AEST ISAS > 01...51 
EX coloured labour. decision condemned, . 9 ae aan 01.60 
BRE OD 6 shih ne EER ER EEE BIE 01.74 
SA bans two RC GOCUMENtS mmr m mmr e mm ms mn omme 02.02 
Be = TDeSsOthoO. . aa an ae a esas 02.19 
SINE Te) eae ee eee eee eet ae Te Cie 02.68 
Re? Cag ye re ee RTS SEs oe 02!-66 
PP ALTIiCa — CLLELCL SM . mmm a a ae a ern mm O27 
Mme chececomlitLLeencLiticilzes..goveLnMent..«--— aici al Gia AbD BDRTamaae ~~ ITeasoEen 02.80 
RPP e eee onic Ll near noece Sunes. oils. ALbLCa.<a2 22 acane sess BREE Olid No ROM wWon@asanoe 02.81 
Maribbean — Cricket mmm ee ee a a mm mag me me 02.86 
mea secirity. police. found not giilty in church murder 9 == ss 399 .eastae BAT et 03)202 
Serre sanre on use of church halls reported eee BS TIY Telos Sa e 03.03 
DP taMt ear Cnes Counc. ! appeals On INdepPeNGeNCe) qe se er SS ee 03.04 


Over 


SOUTH AFRICA — Cont'd. 1983 
Becsak: zipolitica Weise srhes sce carers Rae St ae Seat SSR Reheat eee eee eee 03a 
Chuseh ‘andJstate lin South) Afni cavcicsddsc css tts SST SSS SSeS TTS SESE SSeS te VSR The Te wee 03.58 
SR sy Mays0n |) 2 = Sa See SSS StS SS SSS SSS SST TTT SS CSTE SS SSR STS PR OD ee te 03.84 
SA “= qCOUVENELON U (sor seater atest cotter sess sent Seesde-— See ne BS ee eee 03.90 
Church/state conflict in South Africa ----------- 39s eterno = === 03.91 
Church leaders defend South African council ------------------------------------------------ 03.96 
Special prayer days: sign of SA church differences -----~----------------------------------- 03.97 
SA — homelandS -q 9 rrr rr rn rr nn nn nn ee 03.113 
Overseas church reps testify in SA probe --------------------------------------------+-~-~+--~- 03°. 1Z8 
Conscientious objection proposals spark SA debate --------------------------------------.~--- 03.130 
Southern Africa - ecumenical -------------<-<--<-----------------=-----4—------- === 5 03.138 
SA RC bishops' policy debated ---~-------------------------------------------------~------ 04.01 
Church unity - let's all stop fiddling around ----------------------+-------~~--------11-~_- 04.16 
REES' — trial rere nen nn eS ew Sh a a Se See eee ee 04.87 
Methodist editor flees South Africa -------------------------------------------------------- 05.05 
URC sells shares Over SA --mn nn nnn nn nnn nnn nr nnn nnn nnn = = = = = + + +--+ 05.09 
AACC head critical of press reports ~------~----------~--------------------------------------- 05.76 
Former SA church council head convicted of fraud ---------------------------------~~-~~----~- 06.02 
SA church council president resigns ~---------------------------------------~-~--~---------=- 06.19 
UK church assemblies vote on disarmament -----~----------------------------~~--~--~~-~---- 06.25 
Dutch clemency appeal ----------------------- mm nn nn mn nnn nn nn nn 06.38 
The Reagan administration and the SACC ---------------------------~-~--~-~-~--~----~~ ~~ 06.42 
Women deacons okayed ~---------~-----------------------------------------~- ~~ 06.57 
SA military comics row ~----------------------------------------------------- + 06.58 
Mandela doctorate  --------------------+------------------------------- 06.72 
South African executions ------------------------------------~--~-~----~~~- ~~~ ~~ 06.89 
South African convictions ----------------------~-------------~-~-~------~~~~ ~~~ 06.103 
Baptism issue in SA, Norway -----------------~--------------------~-~-----~-- ~~~ 06.112 
Soweto anniversary ----<---------<------=-==--------- == 5 ee 06.121 
SA communion protest = ------------<-----<----------~----- - - +--+ ~~~ ee 06.132 


SOUTH AMERICA - (Region) (See also Latin America) 


Anglican - S. America ---------~--------------~=-----~--------~-------------- ee 03.27 
SPAIN 

Spain, > abortion castrate sen ee eeenr sess, eee see 02.37 

Spain - church/state -------------7--3 3 -- ~~ -- - $= = = - = ee 03.103 
The Church in Spain (1). ---~ sss sentra tng rn ene ane rs 04.49 

The Church in Spain (11) ---n-nsss-n anna tonne senna ene ne eee 04.69 

SRI LANKA 

Sri Lanka clergy charged -~---~-------------------~-------~~~---~---- ~~ 02.04 

Netherlands - Sri Lanka ----~-----------------------------~~-~----- 2+ 02.48 
Way to end Sri Lanka church union impasse? --------------------~--~--~~~~~~- 03.08 
Sri Lanka - translation -------------~--~---~---~-------~-~-~-~--~~-~-- + nn eeeee 03.16 
SURINAME 

Suriname - protest ~-------------~----=----~~----~~~=-- +--+ en eee 02.64 

SWEDEN 

Church development week in Sweden a decade old --------------------~-----~~------ +22 01.03 

Sweden - counsellor -------=<<--~--- <== 5-3-2 nn nn en en ne 01.14 

Sweden = "dekanat" © --<----s--s--- 255-5355 2 23 555 2 asso es ee eee ee 01.15 

Sweden - chaplains  --<----=<-----<s5-+--- 2-7-3 =o nn sn ee 01.16 

Church of Sweden studies bishops -------------------------------- = 01.63 

Sweden ~ future © -=-----=-<-5--- nn 5525 no ne on se sss se se see 01.78 

Sweden = attendance | <+-<+--<s6---5- asin ona ss ss oe 01.83 

Sweden = confession © ---=<<=---s<s225 555 nss eos ss ns ns ee Se 02'.7a 

Swedish parish workers study service theology ------------=<-----so2oco sen ue 03.33 

Sweden = primate” --<<<---- sss rssiot ss passe nS Sas Se ee 03.50 

Sweden ~dsseiibly~"<<ss+sss6s Ses sas see Sasa a SS ee _ eek Ae ee 03.118 
Sweden “wil ttary -~ss4s-<sesessea see Sareea a eerie eee BASE 03.119 
Sweden “STE ports + “saws cee tal sae ee = eee noun eh ied on 03.120 
oweden =“church/stater -==-sssssssee sees ape Ga re Serer ne i eae 04.02 

SWEGEN “NOt meena arare a esate re al een enentte  aieietod haees Ue le 04.03 

Church leaders: eliminate nuclear weapons by 1988 -------------------~~~~------ ee 05.01 

Uppsala conference meets “on -Life/Pedce esses seseswer a A ena ake bene 05.02 

SwedGn “<“pett tionr= se sesws essere se eee ee Sa ae i re een a bss oe ied OS.T2 

Guidel ines“ for'church peace act fon “-Seesess_. ei Se 2 ee ct ae ek ee ee 05.14 

israeli “group "Swedish “prize ~=s=ssssessssesessesesee sen Jae ee eh a a a 05.43 

Over 


SWEDEN - Cont'd. 


Politicians praise Swedish mission agency work 
Swedish diakonia conference 

Half of Swedes believe in God 
"Life & Peace' debate in Norway 
Swedish rapprochement 
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SWITZERLAND 


Basel - tax reduction 
Poland - Switzerland 
Switzerland - ecumenism 
Letter from First & Third World theologians 
Swiss church reps map development aid plans 
WCC executive meets in Geneva 
Reformed committee approves priorities 
Differences are unity medium: Kirk moderator 
Switzerland - conscientiOUS 9-93 rr err rrr 
Switzerland - media 
A Roman Catholic bishop for Calvin's city? 
Switzerland - synod 
Switzerland - persecution 
Swiss synod highlights worship, 
Cardenal in Swiss visit 

Swiss Czechoslovak report 
Swiss refugee law 


life threats 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


UAE - conversion 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Clergy wives - homeless 
Churches and energy - Scottish experience 
USSR -_visitors 
UK - fees 
UK - church sales 
UK - shock 
UK - immigrants 
UK - free churches 
UK - Argentina 
Methodists reluctantly accept UK racism ruling 
UK - evidence 
Soviet Christians visit URC headquarters 
Letter from London 
Scotland - BEM 

UK - charity law 
Methodist editor flees South Africa 
Churches query data protection 
UK - Anglo/Catholicism 
UK Vatican rep in flap over disarmament priest 
URC sells shares over SA 
"Further steps' in British ecumenism 
Solzhenitsyn on atheism 
UK election manifesto 

British bishops on bioethics 
Scots theologian warns on membership decline 
UK 'Catholic vote' 
UK church assemblies vote on disarmament 
Church leaders urge UK, Argentine reconciliation 
Kirk changes asked 
Anglican priest joins Quakers 
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eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee a ww ew ee eee = 
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UNITED STATES 


eee ee es ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee a a a rr rrr renner es 


Presbyterian - baptism 
Presbyterian - studies 
Ie CRN Rs COT ON 1 ea a a ene ge 
Letter from New York 

US Christian - Jewish 
Presbyterian - withdrawal 
Presbyterian - ordination 
IRAE De cE ce AT TC) Ch we VCS eg se a mee pe me mm a a ene 
Presbyterian - reunion 
Ine Sg CS ELE a a a a TS a ee ee a le Te Eee a Pe Po 


me ee a i a a a a a a nr rrr anna ee 

eee ee oe eee ee we ee rr rrr errr rrr 
meee ee ee ee ee a a a a rr rare 
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ee em ee ee ee a a a a anne ee 


Over 


UNITED STATES - Cont'd. 


US= church colleges gore or ter re ee a, A ee ee 
US church leaders to meet on new inter-church, forum... --e9otr rns se arrssresscress 
VFS SINS Ye SNS a a a a a lm a a oI SES SENSES SS SRS aR et 
CS a LORS TN Tr ee te 
ls a a i 
US - Jewish/Evangelical  ------------------------------------------------------~-~--- ~~ 
Church groups file stock actions in record number --------------------~---------------------~- 
US - Parker retirement 9 ---- 3-3-3993 = 
US. - week 9 ---- 38 a nn 
US - Baptist) --------- 9-9-9999 ee 
US.- ecumenical  ---------------------------------------- = - - - - = ee 
Reagan - Falwell ---------~--------------------------------------------~-~- eee 
Nicaragua - US) -------------------------------------- -- te ee 
US - anniversary ~3-----<---------------------------- +--+ - = - - ee 
US - NUN 999 - - - - -  -  e 
US - study  --------<--<---------------------- - -- - - - - 
US - CBS/church ~------------------------------------------------ +--+ - + - 
US. - El Salvador -or nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nn nn nn nnn nn nn nn nn nnn nn no nn ee 5 
US.- budget (qa rrr nnn nn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nnn no oe 
US. - MUN wr nen nn nn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nnn nnn nnn nn nn nnn 5 5 
US. = St0Ck e393 a nn ao 5 ee ee ee LL 
Japanese - American  ---------------------------------------------- eee 
Baptism belief/practice divergence found in US  =<<<-=<==<==<<=-<-<---55-2522-—---t 2 ble elle 
US.- human rights  -----------------------+-=-=--- =~ === ~~ 5 5 en en 
US . — UFMCC = mr nr nnn nn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn eenn nnn nee nnn nan ne ae eee eee en Sena eee anne ees ee 
US - church leaders -----------------—--~------------------~~ ~~~ 2 5 
Pimen —- letter  ----------—---~--—-~----~--~--~~—_~-~ 


- Bishops ask now to deal with incompetent pastors -------------------------~-~~~~~~~~~-~-- 


Orthodox church in America establishes defense fund ---------~--~---.~-~.~ ~~. eee 
US (“SBC CAL pr rrr rr nn i re ee a ee 
UCC/Disciples union conversations -----------~----~-—-~—----.2-4 3-8 eee ee 
Ecumenical care for elderly, disabled © -==--=+=---------~------2----2--2222255~-22kLenel_c ele 
Church computer users network ------------------------------------+- ++ ee 
Letter from NéW York  -<--<=<<-=-<-------=s+---- 5-5-2 ~~ ne nn ne ee nee e ee eel. 
Sanctuary* tradition revived” in’ US" church- ~ =<<=<=<=+=<=s-<+<ssseece seen eee eee 
US church reps debate homosexual membership -----------=-=-------~-~---~ ~~ 
US.NCC -- Jewish meeting | ----------<<----------+~-~~--- 225-55 en nnn need eee lal 
‘Uprooted’ US- NCC theme» --=+--=--s+ 00043-6624 eee ee eee eee eee eee DeLee 
US.NCC on China mission © --------------+-=-----~-1- +222 ee en ene ee 
US,nUN Yesigns © --—-----—-- 3 ne eee ee een enc eee sk eee nese een Lee eee 
US. increases~religious* broadcasting” to~ USSR" ~ =<<=-=-=+---+152-s52-52_S pipes Glee see lee eee 
US. chureh~couneil~board-adopts“many~ resolutions= © <=<==-+s«<<sscucncckedeuesceeucuseeuek..oopebie 
Hethodist~bishoeps~+commend~RC-counterparts= “-=+<<<e=<5eesee-_seedeeueeeed pee siehu_ecectis eeo” 
US , Lutherans «ponder*worker-priest~role* ~=---<<4---41+-- 122 n en eee ee dees eewewenssabsel sesh 
US.Lutherans on sanctuary -----------~---------~+---+~ +2 on ee ene ee newb ke 
Methodist «attitudes --=-<=--<-+---- 22 eo ee ee ec ene eeeeuene ewe beled 


Churches -in-TV-challenge = ~----------~~-----~~---=----- 22-55 + nse eb edsedbelue 
Mandela doctorate smn nnn es eee oeee- eee GS lS ah oes ene 


SS AS ee Se ew ee Se ca Sate ee Se Sue Sass Sep aS Se ae Gos coum fens Ue sen am eam oom sane ns ‘samnicoe cuss eas Gv wis GOS Gao Ge an 


ROCOR ~ distribution: ----- sn wen nn ne enn en enn eennecaumauawEnelLe. Se Ekeig oc saeee 
USSRU— Bapttst cnn n— nna wn  eeeeeen ean 
Séviet Cheistians-visit-URC~headquarters=*——=-==—--cmsenseumneon ot melap ween ey ee eee 
USSEV=, SENCERCE ~ <9 ~~ nn i i eee ee eae eee eee 


Se ae ee ae eka a a ya na em San wr es ens ey com sy en Ae runes core ai ess wes Wis ees Ese Be Ss 
a aa a dT no 
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Over 


USSR - Cont'd. 


Murder suspect in Russian nuns' case 
Russian monastery returned 


VIETNAM 


Vietnam 
Vietnam 
Vietnam 
Vietnam 
Vietnam 


ZAMBIA 


Zambia - 
Zambia - 


observations 


Caritas 


dismissal 


archbishop 


Zambia 
Zambia 


return 
support 


Zambia plans humanism lectures in churches 
Zambia - forgeries 
World YWCA elects new general secretary 


ZIMBABWE 


Zimbabwe - 
Zimbabwe - 
Zimbabwe - 
Zimbabwe - 
Zimbabwe 
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Category 2: ORGANISATIONAL 


Christian Organisations & Traditions 


ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 


AACC - messages 
Church urged: 

AACC - headline 
African Christian art. festival 
AACC head critical of press reports 


Pamemrmre re teare re. CeCe On ea rr a a a ra 


wee ee ee we eo a we a a a a a a a a we a wr er wr wr wr wr rrr re eer een 


ee i a es a a a a a a a a a a a a a a ew er wr rrr wrens ee 


ANGLICAN 


El Salvador - massacre 
Clergy wives - homeless 
Anglican - women 
Anglican - Evangelical 
World Anglican/Reformed consultation continues 
CE - Evangelical 
US - Anglican/Lutheran 
UK archbishops speak on war/peace issues 
Observer assesses Anglican/RC report 
Forgiveness service fails at English Anglican synod 
English Anglicans reject unilateralism, first use 

York - retirement 

Bishops - testimony 
Anglican - S. America 
CE - development 
UK - church sales 
Australia - AID 

Lesotho - dismissal 
US - anniversary 
UK - evidence 
Church unity - let's all stop fiddling around 
Canadian Anglicans go slow on recognition of United ministry 
UK - Anglo/Catholicism 
Japanese Anglicans and emperor prayer 
Braund named to Anglican ecumenical post 
UK church assemblies vote on disarmament 
Ee a COie OKAY 6O-«cncres ETERS Tee eee ee ee OT ES Sn 
Warning on church feuds 
Anglican priest joins Quakers 
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ORS 


ANGLICAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION 1983 


Sa 9 415 Oa tthe a shhh Tata Te ata TT tat Yea ce tate tata rave eto SS aletil 06.10C 


ARGENTINE CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
Falklands/Malvinas meeting -------------~----~------------------------------------------- +++ 06.94 


AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Australian food policy attentive to poor urged ------------------------------------------~~_- 04.76 
New ACC aid priorities ----------------------------------------------------~-----++ ++ 05.38 
The church and the Australian economic summit -------------------------------~--------------- 05.48 
BAPTIST 

US ~ Baptist “sq----<--<-n-nnnnnnn nn nnn nan nnn nnn ai 03.109 
USSR - Baptist -<---------<-<-nnn nnn nanan nn 8a 5 en ne eb ll 03.116 
European Baptists meet ------------------------~---------------------------~---- + 05.79 
French Reformed affirm ecumenical involvement ----------------------------------~-~--~-----.- 06.22 
Danish Baptist proposal ---------------------------------~--------~-----~---------- +--+ +++ - 8k 06.37 
Annual church meetings in US --------------------------------------~-~--------------++---- 06.113 
Swedish rapprochement -------------------------~------------------------------ +--+ +++ 06.126 


BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Re eS a a Br maa ne non 01.47 
CO eS een i gE 02.63 
UK delegations ---~------<----~-~--=- ~~ =~ 5 -- ~~ =~ - = - ~~~ - = ee ee S 02.89 
Oe i a oc me ae nga 03.82 
UK — immigrants 9 -2-r nnn enn nnn nn nnn ~~ + L258 sol see see70 mel 03.107 
i Sk (30 8 6 aa alin ete at tt eae ee een ere 03 12a 
BOG, Tq PEACE 9 orn nn ee em en nee nn = I 035122 
LO ee a a eee none --fenenhene maton ale ie ae 03.124 
Ot ili USL GA ass Sao soo a ser oar ooo a esoms esos aaasaeinaeeeeennenasindinn ae eee 04.13 
Pr ieir CSSGRRL neko nae anne pees eaomamesashnemosl nse ss=ssaeteenteee- sented tek ee 04.43 
Churches. query data protection. -----------~-------~-----~---- en 05.07 
Closer UK ecumenical collaboration seen ------------------------~-----4- 2244-5 eee 05521 
peckang, of UK/Argentine church. reps....sseors<-nssee eee eee ene een eo nee doe 05.40 
UEPeD Steps!) in, British, ecumend sity epee ee nee nemereenemnasemwanr at Lee 05.66 
WSs SOUrch assembles vote.on, disarmament 0mm sme—-mareeree nares erin eenewenécumeunen Le 06.25 
Anglican priest joins Quakers --------------------------~~~~~~_------ 06.93 
Falklands/Malvinas meeting -------------------+------------ +e, 06.94 


CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 
ee ME URES 
Caribbean i critket) == -S- she -- oan ane eee 02.86 


CATHOLIC ALTERNATIVE 


RathOlic Alternatives ~ssssstssnsascsasssseasescsssssssese=__asugel_sosec\iey_co. sages sooteide 02.49 
CHINA CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 

the »Churchoin China) ip -2=--+==s=22s=2---222- 22s el SII lA Tee e i264 ON. SURE OR BORPSARROLe 02624 
the -Churchein China’ (TI) los-Seseso-b~- sa seloe__asssens= sisi leis o <8 SS Tete eee 02.51 
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SHOPTALK: 


Two new WCC reference books have appeared: 


"Sie Hundred Eeumentcal Consultattons" has brtef desertipttons of and btblto- 
graphical information on 633 ecumentcal consultations organtsed or sponsored 
by vartous parts of the WCC from 1971 onwards, and by the WCC as a whole 
1948-82. Among meetings omttted from the book are world conferences of 
fatth and order, church and soctety, world misston and evangeltsm, etc. 
These are revtewed in a 1981 WCC book, "Major Studtes and Themes tin the 
Ecumentcal Movement". Also omttted are regular meetings of WCC commtsstons 
and committees, and WCC assembltes, for whtch minutes and reports are 
avatlable tn other forms. Prepared by WCC ltbrartan Ans J. van der Bent, 
Thee Pooks COBts.oF 17.00, USS18. 75, URL on OO. 


"Orthodox Thought" tneludes reports of 12 Orthodox consultattons organtsed 
by the World Counetl of Churches 1975-82. Edtted by George Tsetsts, 
moderator of the WCC staff Orthodox Task Force, and deputy dtrector of the 
WCC tnter-chureh atd commtsston (CICARWS), tt costs SF 9.50, US$ 4.75, 

UKE 2.95% 


The followtng reports are avatlable from the WCC Commisston on Inter-Chureh 
Atd, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS), Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, 
Swttzerland. 


a) Ghana - drought/famtne 1983 (No. 1, 21 June) 

b) Review of emergency cases - 1983 (II) (24 June) 

e) Zambta - drought (No. 1, 24 June) 

d) Paraguay - floods - Spring 1983 / Appeal (24 June) 

2) Soltdartty programme for development in the Sahel (Wo. 1, 27 June) 
fy) Angola - humanttartan atd (No. 5, 27 June), 

g) Boltvta - floods - appeal alert (27 June) 


Boltvia - drought - appeal (27 June) 


TORTURE, PERSECUTION ON Ecumenical Press 
SWISS PROTESTANT AGENDA Service 83.07.01 


GWATT, Switzerland (EPS) - The assembly of the Federation of Protestant 
Churches of Switzerland (FEPS) [19-21 June] has instructed its delegates to 
the World Council of Churches assembly [24 July - 10 August, Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada] to be particularly concerned about international 
action against torture and "solidarity with persecuted churches and 
Christians". 


In one resolution, the delegates are urged to have the WCC make "the 
struggle for the abolition of torture" a clear part of the WCC programme. 
The assembly said churches "should be in the first ranks in the struggle 
against torture...in prayer and action, by all appropriate means". 


In another resolution, the assembly affirmed its "solidarity with the 
persecuted of the world, particularly with churches and Christians reduced 
to silence". It said FEPS delegates to the WCC assembly should expect it 
to "express itself publicly on this subject". FEPS includes the country's 
regional Reformed churches and the Methodists. 


EPS 


DEATH PENALTY, ARMS ON Ecumenical Press 
BRITISH METHODIST AGENDA Service 83.07.02 


MIDDLESBOROUGH, England (EPS) - British Methodist Conference President Amos 
Cresswell has deplored proposals to restore capital punishment in the UK. He 
was speaking during the annual British Methodist Conference, here [24 June - 
1 July]. Cresswell called capital punishment a "denial of redemption," and 
said it would be a descent into paganism and barbarism. 


The death penalty was abolished provisionally in the UK in 1965, and perma- 
nently in 1969. The overwhelming victory of the Conservative Party in last 
month's parliamentary elections brought several death-penalty supports into 
office. A vote on the issue is set for this month. 


In other action, the conference "received" a report proposing unilateral 
iniatives by the UK as steps toward multilateral disarmament, including 
scrapping the separate UK nuclear deterrent. It "sent" the report to local 
congregations. (An amendment changed the two operative verbs from "welcom- 
ing" and "commended".) 


With virtually no debate or notable opposition, the conference also affirmed 
"opposition to the use of nuclear weapons under any circumstances", deplored 
plans to deploy cruise missiles in the UK, and urged a "verifiable freeze on 
the development, testing, production, and deployment of nuclear weapons, the 
period of the freeze to be used to work for substantial, multilateral, 
verified reductions in nuclear and conventional weapons." 


During the conference, the Methodist home mission division published part of 
the reaction to a 1981 report by the division, "Shaping Tomorrow''. The re- 
action, "Future Conditional," by the Alliance of Radical Methodists, says 
"nothing less is demanded by the gospel imperative in our time than a major 
revolution of world-wide proportions" in such areas as medicine, food, energy, 
armaments, and electronics. It calls reconciliation impossible without justice. 


EPS 


SOUTHERN AFRICAN CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
UNION PLAN IN THIRD DRAFT Service 83.07.03 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - The Church Unity Commission has completed a third draft 
of a plan to unite Anglican, Methodist, and Reformed (Congregational and 
Presbyterian) denominations in southern Africa. CUC Secretary Joe Wing said 
he hopes the new draft will "stimulate a bit of interest". 


Last year, the Anglican synod declined a CUC proposal for services of recog- 
nition and reconciliation of membership and ministries in the denominations 
seeking greater unity. The synod did ask CUC to proceed with proposals for 
complete church union. Governing bodies of the other denominations had 
previously approved the reconciliation procedures [EPS 82.12.28]. 


The July issue of the Anglican newspaper Seek also reports that the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity (celebrated in southern Africa and some other 
parts of the world in late May, instead of in January as is customary else- 
where) "was a week of no unity" in many places. CUC had called for "massive 
observance" of the week, with denominations suspending services in favour of 
joint worship to "demonstrate convincingly" a commitment to unity. 


EPS 


TUTU CITES PROBLEMS Ecumenical Press 
IN WAKE OF REES CASE Service 83.07.04 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - South African journalist Hennie Serfontein, writing for 
New York-based Religious News Service, reports that General Secretary Desmond 
Tutu of the South African Council of Churches has "bitterly accused white 
South African liberals of turning against him, while making a martyr out of 
his convicted predecessor," John Rees. 


Rees was convicted in May of defrauding the SACC of 296,500 rand. He said he 
used the money in connection with a secret discretionary fund to promote 
justice in the country. His sentence was suspended and he was fined 30,000 
rand [EPS 83.06.02]. Tutu is black, Rees white. 


In his report to the annual SACC conference, Tutu said he did "not relish" 
the part about Rees "but the record needs to be put straight. I am deeply 
upset,'' Tutu said, "at various malicious rumours that are going the rounds, 


especially in the fashionable white suburbs of our cities and in some church 
headquarters." 


Tutu asked, "What more could we have done to show our support for John than 
to have refused to lay charges against him despite the strong evidence the 
police produced of a felony having been committed? Those of us who had to 
testify as state witnesses did so with great reluctance, and most of what we 
said was highly favourable to Mr. Rees." 


The cost to the council of the Rees affair, Tutu said, has been great. ''My 
staff are divided with the blacks on one side and some whites on the other. 


He has succeeded where the government has failed. His crime is grist to the 
government's mill..." 


Rees has declined interview requests. Supporters cite his modest personal 
lifestyle and reputation for selflessness to argue that he must have spent 
the missing money on behalf of worthy causes and needy people. The trial 

judge said Rees did not seem to have profited personally from the fraud. 


EPS 


WCC ON SIBERIAN Ecumenical Press 
SEVEN: 'GRATEFUL' Service 83707 .05 


GENEVA (EPS) - The international affairs director of the World Council of 
Churches has sent a telegram of thanks to the head of the external relations 
department of the Russian Orthodox Church in connection with the 16 members 
of a Pentecostal family allowed to leave the Soviet Union after years of 
efforts. 


The message, from Ninan Koshy to Metropolitan Filaret, was sent as the family 
arrived in Israel. They had sought to leave the USSR for more than two 
decades. Members of the family rushed past guards into the US embassy in 
Moscow in mid-1978 to press their case. They lived there for almost five 
years and became known as the Siberian Seven. 


"Happy to receive news that Vashchenko family's request to emigrate has been 
granted,'' wrote Koshy. ''Representations of Russian Orthodox Church to 
government authorities over several years on this matter gratefully recalled." 
In a newly published booklet, "Human Rights on the Ecumenical Agenda" [EPS 
83.07.22], Erich Weingdrtner, executive secretary of the WCC Commission of 

the Churches on International Affairs, says the seven were "the object of 
intensive and repeated efforts by the CCIA, with the full cooperation of the 
All-Union Baptist Church and the Russian Orthodox leadership". 


Among the actions cited by Weingdrtner are "visits by proxy to the families 
in the embassy, appeals of a written and verbal nature to Soviet authorities 
both at the Geneva mission and in Moscow, and on several occasions direct 
conversations with Soviet authorities in Moscow by staff of the WCC or dele- 
gations of member churches". 


Koshy said he hopes that the Chmykalovs, the other family represented in the 
group of seven, will be allowed to leave in the near future. 


EPS 


REFORMED, ORTHODOX IN Ecumenical Press 
INTERNATIONAL DIALOGUE Service 83.07.06 


ODESSA (EPS) - The fourth meeting in the international dialogue series invol- 
ving Reformed and Eastern Orthodox representatives took place [6-10 June] at 
the Russian Orthodox theological seminary here. 


Theme of the gathering was "understanding of the Tradition in the Orthodox 
and Reformed churches and their responsibility for society today". Partici- 
pants came from Czechoslovakia, USSR (Georgian and Russian Orthodox), Poland, 
Canada, Hungary, FRG, GDR, and US. 


The group's communiqué, summarising points of the discussion, says that 
"according to the Reformed understanding, the church does not possess the 
truth of the Scriptures. She considers it necessary to constantly follow 
them and always to re-discover this truth. The Orthodox Church, though, 
considers herself to be the custodian of the knowledge of the truth revealed 
by God, entrusted to her in the Holy Tradition." 


The communiqué also records a "unanimous" view that "the church has to wit- 
ness all the time for peace". It also suggests nine "everyday, concrete and 
relevant tasks," among them "to urge all nations to join the unilateral 
Soviet declaration of not using the first nuclear strike, to affirm the 
absolute imperative of a nuclear freeze, to create nuclear free zones...to 
urge the cancellation of deployment of new missiles, to encourage the nego- 
tiating powers to conclude a fruitful agreement in Geneva, to achieve an 
agreement between the two military blocs to prevent the threat of war and to 
work out an alternative security system not based on military strength." EPS 


CATHOLICOS URGES Ecumenical Press 


ARMENTAN UNITY Service 83.07.07 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Catbolicos Karekin 11, maxing his fisst pontifical visit to 
the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church cf America, appealed for 
unity among Armenians and for understanding of Middle East churches by North 
American Christians. 


Catholicos of the Oriental Orthodox See of Cilicia in Lebanon and vice modera- 
tor of the World Council of Churches central committee, Karekin's 10-week 
visit includes attendance at the WCC assembly in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada, 24 July - 10 August. Among other ecumenical engagements on Karekin's 
schedule were the general assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and 
national meetings of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and United 
Church of Christ. Karekin headed the prelacy, one of two in North America 
related to his see, from 1973-77. Two other dioceses, also based in New York 
and Los Angeles, relate to the See of Etchmiadzin, in Soviet Armenia. The 
four together count about 800,000 faithful in about 115 parishes. 


Karekin celebrated a liturgy [5 June] for a congregation that packed an 
Anglican church here, borrowed for the occasion - St. Bartholomew's, a large 
structure of Byzantine architecture appropriately named for the apostle who, 
along with Thaddeus, is credited by tradition with taking the gospel to the 
Armenians. The congregation burst into applause when the catholicos made a 
passionate appeal for Armenian unity. 


In an interview at his suite in the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, Karekin spoke of 
his desire that other churches trust those with roots in the Middle East, and 
not carry out missionary activities as though the area had no Christian wit- 
ness. He expressed regret that leaders of the Etchmiadzin jurisdiction had 
chosen not to call on him during his visit, but said ongoing talks to resolve 
disagreements would continue nonetheless. (fracy Early, NY correspondent) 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS 83.07.08-09 


83.07.08 USSR BAPTISTS: Representatives of the All-Union Council of Evan- 
gelical Christians-Baptists, other Evangelical Christian-Baptist congre- 
gations which are also registered with the government but are not part of 

the AUCECB, and the Baptist World Alliance met for two days in Moscow [3-4 
June]. A BWA-distributed report from the meeting says the BWA representa- 
tives "were informed on the causes of the division, the present situation... 
and circumstances which hamper their unity today. All participants expressed 
hope," the report continues, "that the time will come when all the reasons 
for the division will be eliminated and the deep spiritual unity of the whole 
Evangelical Baptist fellowship will be established." 


83.07.09 POLISH REFORMED NO TO WOMEN'S ORDINATION: The Polish Reformed 
synod has rejected a proposal to ordain women. It was supported by a third 
of the synod delegates. Reformed Bishop Zdzislaw Tranda said the issue would 
probably come up again before the end of the decade. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS 83.07.10-15 


83.07.10 NAMIBIAN CHURCH CRISIS: The small white German Lutheran denomina- 
tion in Namibia (DELK) has resolved its leadership crisis by electing a new 
leader (Landesprobst) to replace P.G. Kauffenstein. Kauffenstein was 
recalled to the FRG by the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), but he 
declined to return [EPS 82.09.84]. The EKD heavily supports DELK. Kauffen- 
stein's leadership prompted the resignation of most of the DELK governing 
body in 1981, and the return to the FRG in 1982 of three of the four EKD 
pastors sent to serve DELK. Kauffenstein's successor is W.J. Blank, EKD 
Asia secretary. He takes up his new post in September. The DELK synod also 
voted to seek a closer relationship with Namibia's two big black Lutheran 
denominations, but decided to take more distance from the Council of Churches 
in Namibia, which it said is too political. 


83.07.11 LOHSE ISRAEL REMARKS: Chairman Eduard Lohse of the council of the 
Evangelical Church in [West] Germany (EKD) said after a recent two-week 
visit to the Middle East that the Israeli government policy of encouraging 
Israeli settlements in Israeli-occupied territories is "ruthless and mili- 
tant" and "contravened international law". The EKD Bulletin reports that 
Lohse's remarks "caused some annoyance on the Israeli side". Lohse is also 
Lutheran bishop of Hannover. 


83.07.12 US CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: Figures released by the [US] National 
Council of Churches show a US church membership of 138,452,614, according to 
data supplied by the participating denominations. The increase over the 
previous year of 3,635,671 is more than accounted for by revised figures for 
the Church of God in Christ and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints (Mormons). The former increased its total by 3,284,661 from the 
425,000 which had been on the books since 1965. The latter reported as full 
members 650,000 unbaptized youth who previously were not so counted. Data 
are provided by the religious bodies themselves. Their membership criteria 
are not all the same. 


83.07.13 US CHURCH ATTENDANCE: Material released by the [US] National 
Council of Churches shows church attendance by US adults averages 41 percent 
on a given Sunday, the same figure as in 1939. That includes a range from 
53 (Roman Catholic) to 27 (Anglican) percent. Other findings: women attend 
more than men, non-whites more than whites, those with incomes over 15,000 
US dollars a year more than those who make less. 


83.07.14 RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES: The Permanent International Ecumenical 
Consultation, previously a forum for representatives of Anglican and Roman 
Catholic religious communities decided at its meeting in Rome at the end of 
May to expand to include representatives of Lutheran deaconness communities 
in FRG and Sweden, and an Eastern Orthodox observer. 


83.07.15 USSR LUTHERANS: The German-speaking Lutherans in Central Asia in 
the USSR have held their first church conference since being dispersed there 
from the Volga region in the World War 2 period. A German-speaking Lutheran 
denomination existed in the Russian Empire from 1832. It continued into the 
1930s in the Soviet Union. There are currently an estimated 350 German- 
speaking congregations in the USSR. A Latvian Lutheran pastor is their 
superintendent. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.07.16-21 


83.07.16 TAFT OBIT: Charles Taft, active in the founding of the World 
Council of Churches in 1948, died in Cincinnati 24 June. He was 85. Son of 
US President William Howard Taft, he was active in political as well as 
church affairs, including time as Cincinnati mayor. For seven years, he 
chaired the WCC committee concerned with news and publicity. An Anglican, 
he was the first lay president (1947-8) of the Federal Council of Churches, 
predecessor of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. 


83.07.17 US PRESBYTERIAN ACTIONS: At its inaugural assembly, the reunited 
Presbyterian Church (USA) decided to appoint a seven-person committee to 
"study the causes of questions, misunderstandings, and suspicions" related 
to the World and National Councils of Churches. It also reaffirmed PCUSA 
participation in both. Among other action, it approved establishment of a 
separate presbytery (regional unit) for Korean-speaking Presbyterians in 
Southern California and Hawaii. It is not to last more than a decade, and 
is to allow time for the immigrants to become acculturated. [Earlier story: 
EPS, 83.06.1713] 


83.07.18 SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH UNION: At a joing meeting, the leadership of 
the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK) and the Reformed Church in Africa 
(RCA) set 1986 as target date for the merger of the two denominations. 

Both are "daughter churches" of the white-only Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) 
in South Africa. The RCA was established for Asians, the NGSK for people 
classed as mixed-race. d 
83.07.19 NHK HOMOSEXUAL VOTE: The synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church 
(NHK) has voted, 26-25, not to approve a policy proposed by a group of NHK 
homosexuals that for "admission to the ministry and to the eucharist, nobody 
may be refused on grounds of race, colour, sex, or sexual nature". The synod 
did approve, 29-22, sending a report on homosexuality and congregations for 
congregational study. Critics say it is ambivalent, with language in both 
Support of and opposition to homosexuality. The synod executive committee 
recommended defeat of the admission resolution. NHK Secretary General Remco 
Mooi said it would be better to consider it after the study. 


83.07.20 MACKAY OBIT: John Alexander Mackay died 9 June at 94. President 
of Princeton Theological Seminary 1936-59, he also chaired the International 
Missionary Council 1947-58. (The IMC became part of the World Council of 
Churches in 1961.) He was president of the World Presbyterian Alliance (a 
predecessor of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches) 1954-59. From 1916, 
he and his wife were educational missionaries in Peru, and he was appointed 
to the philosophy chair at the University of San Marcos in Lima in 1925. 
After retiring from Pinceton, he was adjunct professor of hispanic thought 
at American University in Washington. In 1964, the government of Peru 
honoured him for his work in education in that country. 


83.07.21 NIGERIAN CHURCH SCHOOLS: Gabriel Ganaka, Roman Catholic bishop of 
Jos, Nigeria, says he will close post-primary church schools in his diocese 
if the federal government does not grant customary subsidies. He says that 
without them, the diocese can't afford to run schools. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Human Rights on the Ecumenical Agenda" BPS 83 Uae 


The following ts excerpted and adapted from a longer article in the July issue 
of the World Counetl of Churches magazine One World. The CCIA booklet ts 
avatlable on request. 


...-The charge that the WCC is more than ready to denounce human rights 
violations in Central America or South Africa, but silent about what is 
happening to Christians in Eastern Europe, is not an uncommon one, particu- 
larly among Western critics of the council. One organisation that believes 
the WCC should be far more vocal in this area is Christian Solidarity Inter- 
national, a Zurich-based organisation concerned with the plight of "perse- 
cuted Christians and persecuted churches". 


CSI is going ahead with plans to hold a hearing on persecuted churches and 
the significance of martyrdom from 22 to 27 July near the University of 
British Columbia campus, where the WCC assembly opens that same week. 
Fifteen speakers will be featured, and each day's session will begin with a 
press conference. ‘A key focus of the hearing will be the plight of Gleb 
Yakunin, an imprisoned Russian Orthodox priest who co-authored a controver- 
sial open letter appealing to the WCC's 1975 Nairobi assembly to promote "an 
international protest campaign" against the persecution of Christians. The 
letter cited a number of such cases in the USSR. 


The Yakunin letter occasioned some of the most intense debate in Nairobi. 

In fact, says Ninan Koshy, director of the WCC Churches' Commission on Inter- 
national Affairs, much of that debate was "tangential" because of the lack of 
familiarity of so many speakers with the actual conditions of the Eastern 
European churches. 


The issue itself was brought to the floor by delegates from Western churches, 
over the objections of Eastern European delegates. The latter feared that 
Assembly discussion of the Yakunin letter would "undo decades of carefully 
prepared strategies to rebuild and strengthen the churches’ witness within 
these societies," according to CCIA executive secretary Erich Weingdrtner. 


"It will never be known," Weingdrtner writes in a just-published CCIA Back- 
ground Information booklet, "Human Rights on the Ecumenical Agenda", "to what 
extent the human rights debate between East and West [at Nairobi] threatened 
substantially the WCC's human rights endeavours." 


The evolution of an ecumenical consensus on human rights, as described by 
Weingdrtner, has been accompanied by widening and vocal interest in human 
rights around the world at the same time as violations of these rights have 
become more systematic, widespread and brutal. The origins of the WCC's con- 
cern for human rights are in affirmations made at its founding assembly 
(Amsterdam, 1948), but as the connections between human rights violations and 
systems of injustice have become clearer over the years, the council's 
approach has shifted... 


Complicating things...is a fundamental difference between the WCC and the 
nongovernmental human rights organisations with which it often works closely, 
like Amnesty International and the International Commission of Jurists. As a 
fellowship of churches, the WCC cannot act independently from outside in a 
human rights situation involving a country where it has member churches. 
Action which commits the entire ecumenical community can happen only if there 
is a reasonable general consensus among member churches. As Weingirtner notes, 
this reality creates in the WCC "an immense potential for division, commen- 
surate with its capacity for promoting unity". EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Violence/Non-Violence - Beyond Chaplaincy" EPS. 88 «0 /ie23 


The following ts excerpted from a statement produced at an tnternattonal, 
ecumentcal consultatton on "vtolence/non-vtolence and ctvtl confltets" [7-11 
March] tn Ballyeastle, Northern Ireland. It was co-convened by the World 
Counetl of Churches and an Irish group representing the Corrymeela Community 
of Reconetliatton and the Irish Counetl of Churches. The statement seeks to 
go beyond "the optimism and pessimism tn the world of the '80s" and "the 
vtolence/non-vtolence dtchotomy". 


Since the fourth century churches have tended to act in the role of chaplains 
to the powers that be. The richness of the Hebrew concepts of peace and 
justice was surrendered in favour of the more juridical and individual Graeco- 
Roman understanding of these terms. Hence, when the stability of society has 
been threatened by disorder the churches have generally come out on the side 
of stability. Today, however, another major change of emphasis is taking 
place, parallel to that of the fourth century. The victim and the oppressed 
are increasingly the focus of the church's attention, and justice rather than 
stability has become a priority. The societal and dynamic dimension of these 
concepts is being recovered. The church is moving beyond the chaplaincy role. 


Fundamental to this development is the recovery of the reality of the Kingdom 
of God. Justice and peace are both gift and task. This awareness saves the 
church from either false hope or false despair. Its task is to embody active 
love. As in the life of Jesus of Nazareth, holy love both evokes evil and 
absorbs it. The church can therefore enable societies to transcend their 
histories of violence by costly forgiveness. This will be expressed through 
the lives of individual Christians, and most clearly by those who have suffer- 
ed most. Redemptive self-sacrifice may have a startling symbolic effect. At 
this point Christianity may have something to learn from other religions, 
especially Buddhism. 


Awareness of the Kingdom will also deliver the church in a given situation 
from the erroneous perception of over-identification with the victims and 
oppressed of its own community. The oppressed neighbour is the focus of a 
love which is both personal and universal. The church must seek to identify 
in more concrete and practical ways with the powerless. But it must also 
retain a critical distance so that it does not become captive to factional 
interests. This requires a continuous reappraisal of the way the church is 
involved in social, economic and political affairs. 


In many situations the church has been effective in a pastoral (or chaplain- 
cy) role to the victims of violence and oppression. Its Capacity as a 
prophetic institution needs to be developed. It needs to become more dis- 
cerning in perceiving the roots of violence, more far-sighted in recognizing 
factors leading a society towards violence, and more courageous in exposing 
these factors, thus taking a lead in the struggle. This will confront the 
church with the dilemma of opting, at least in the short-term, for distur- 
bance against stability. This will lead along the uncertain, risky,,. 
ambiguous Way of the Cross. The actual lead will most likely come from 
prophetic individuals. The church as well as society has tended to murder 


the prophets; but it is they who will enable the church to become a 
prophetic sign for humanity. 


Such a journey can be undertaken only in the strength of a deep spirituality. 
This will include the sharing of the suffering of others through prayer. It 
will include mutual intercession of churches for one another, especially in 
situations of violence leading to actions of real or symbolic solidarity. 
Perhaps such intercession is the basic calling of the church... EPS 
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SHOPTALK: 


Fatth and Order Paper 116, "Ecwmentcal Perspectives on Baptism, Euchartst, 
and Mintstry", ts now avatlable. Edtted by Max Thurtan, the 246-page 
volume ts a "collection of substanttal theologtcal contrtbuttons"” on the 
1982 international theological convergence text on the three subjects. 
[EPS 49/02] 


Tt coste SF 22.00, USe 10.90, UKE 7.25 


WORLD COUNCIL IN Ecumenical Press 
SRI LANKA PROTEST Service 83.07.24 


GENEVA (EPS) - World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter has 
told Sri Lanka President J.R. Jayewardene that the WCC is "profoundly dis- 
turbed over continuing arrests, detention with persistent allegations of 
torture” in connection with the country's Prevention of Terrorism Act. 


In a telegram, Potter says the act's provisions "violate international com- 
mitments made by Sri Lanka in ratifying the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights". He urges "immediate withdrawal" of the act, or 
"amendment to conform" with the covenant. 


Speaking of those held under the act, the WCC message urges "their speedy 
trial under internationally accepted laws and procedures". It appeals for 
simultaneous initiatives to "resume and sustain negotiations for political 
solution to overcome conflict". 


The last parliamentary elections in Sri Lanka took place in 1977. Then, 
Jayewardene's United National Party won 140 of 168 seats. The next year, 
the constitution was replaced with one giving the president increased 
powers. The Prevention of Terrorism Act was passed the following year. 


In October 1982, Jayewardene was re-elected, and in December, the life of 
the parliament with the massive UNP majority was extended by referendum for 
another six years. UNP supporters say the extended parliament was necessary 
because of anti-government plots and because parts of the opposition had 
become undemocratic. Opponents say the referendum was held because the UNP 
feared it would lose its huge majority if elections were held on schedule. 


The WCC telegram came as London-based Amnesty International released [6 July] 
a statement outlining instances of torture it says it discovered during an 
AI visit to Sri Lanka early this year. 


Last March, the Geneva-based International Commission of Jurists released a 
critical commentary on the Prevention of Terrorism Act, parts of which are 
described by one of its representatives as "draconian", and also "unduly 
vague", having "created offences retroactively and provided for detention 
incommunicado contrary to internationally accepted minimum standards". 


Among provisions of the act faulted by the ICJ are those allowing detention 
without trial for up to 18 months, "severe penalties" for "relatively 
trivial" offenses, arrest "without a warrant on suspicion of quite minor 
offenses,'' severe restrictions on bail, evidence inadmissible under Sri 
Lankan law in ordinary criminal cases to be used in cases brought under the 
act, and detention without access to lawyer or family. 


Among those against whom the act has been applied are several local leaders 
of the Christian minority [EPS 83.02.04]. In a report on their visit to 
Sri Lanka early this year, an international ecumenical team suggested that 
because of the government's implementation of the act, "racial problems had 
now been transformed into a struggle for human rights". 


Besides the country's political differences, there is a history of racial 
tension between the majority Sinhalese and the minority Tamils, which has 
become more pronounced since independence in 1948. The Movement for Inter- 
Racial Justice and Equality has urged those concerned about the act to 
appeal for its repeal to Jayewardene. EPS 


ZAMBIA CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
UNLTY DISCUSSED Service 83.07.25 


The following is abridged and adapted from a report tn the Nattonal Mirror, 
an "independent, Christian newspaper" published by Multtmedta Zambia. About 
three-quarters of Zambia's approximately 6 militon people are counted as 
Christtan. The Chrtsttan Council of Zambta tneludes more than 20 denomina- 
ttons and other organtsattons, tneluding Methodist, Angltcan, Bapttst, 
Independent, Untted, Reformed, Quaker, Salvattonitst, Brethren, and Holiness 
bodtes. 


LUSAKA, Zambia (EPS) - Over 50 church people recently: gathered at Mindolo 
Ecumenical Foundation Centre to discuss the issue of unity among all churches 
in Zambia. 


The participants, who came from different denominations, addressed themselves 
to the question of disunity in their various parishes. The meeting was orga- 
nised by the Christian Council of Zambia. The Roman Catholic Church was also 
invited. 


Addressing the delegates in his opening speech CCZ Chairman Philip Simuchoba 
said, "the creation of the local Christian councils was an attempt to take 
the Christian Council of Zambia to its member churches and Christian organi- 
sations." 


Historically the first Christian Council in Zambia was a missionary enterprise 
with no indigenous Zambians participating in its day-to-day running. That was 
the historical pattern for the years when most African countries were Euro- 
pean colonies. But nowadays the churches are divided by a new phenomenon, 
"tribalism, racism, apartheid and the rest". 


In some cases church leaders have been known to block unity among churches 
by refusing to allow members of their congregations to be involved in the 
activities of the local Christian Councils. 


CCZ General Secretary Kingsley Mwenda told the delegates that due to its 
inability to mount a strong attack against evils because of jealousy among 
the clergy, the church as a whole has failed to write a white paper on the 


evils of broken marriages, abortion, prostitution, road accidents, political 
issues and unemployment. 


He said that these issues are related to the spiritual, moral and physical 
welfare of the people in which the church should be involved. 


A representative from the Reformed Church of Zambia told the meeting that 
leaders in the churches are largely to blame for the disunity in the church. 
She said that she had come to the meeting as an ordinary church person, but 
nobody from the leadership level had come from the RCZ to share in fellowship 
with members from the other churches. This was a clear indication of some 
churches not wanting to work together because, "Even if I go back to brief my 


elders and leaders in my own church about the discussions they will not be 
able to listen to me." 


It was generally agreed during the plenary session that the church in Zambia 
finds problems in team work, especially from those churches which are still 
being run by missionaries. The participants said that some of the missionar- 


ies have a divide-and-rule method aimed at thwarting all efforts by the black 
clergy to be united. 


EPS 


PACIFIC-RIM ANGLICANS Ecumenical Press 
IN REGIONAL CONFERENCE Service 83.07.26 


The followtng ts abridged and adapted from a report from the London-based 
Angltean Consultattve Council. 


HONOLULU (EPS) - A regional conference of Anglican jurisdictions which border 
on the Pacific Ocean was held in Hawaii last month [19-26 June]. The confer- 
ence, the first of its kind, brought together 150 representatives from 
dioceses in Australia, Burma, Canada, Central America, Japan, Melanesia, New 
Zealand, the Philippines, Polynesia, South America and the United States. 


In a joint presentation, Patricia Page, director of continuing education, 
Church Divinity School of the Pacific (a former missionary in Zambia) and 
George Harris, bishop of Alaska (a former missionary in the Philippines) ,,- 
spoke on "Ministry Today: Theology, Issues and Models". 


Page said that if one says baptism "is the fundamental act of the church...," 
then one must accept that with each baptismal candidate "the church as we 
know it is formed and reformed". She raised the question of the ministry of 
the people of God: "What is needed to be the people of God in mission? What 
is the meaning and purpose of ordination? How does or should culture, his- 
tory and situation shape, change or call forth different kinds of ministries?" 


Harris called for "fundamental changes and restructuring of the church in 
every level of its life, particularly in the area of the ordained ministry". 
He said "the majority of parishes and congregations are still served by a 
single, overworked priest who, in the absence of a remote and inaccessible 
bishop, a dearth of fellow priests, a non-existent diaconate and a passive 
laity, attempts to carry alone the whole ministerial function of the congre- 
gation". 


He concluded: "It is only within a framework of a renewed and diversified 
ministry consisting of an accessible bishop, fellow-presbyters, a restored 
diaconate and a trained and active laity, who have been ‘equipped for minis- 
try' that the priesthood can be restored to its proper function and relation- 
ship to the church". 


Jaci Maraschin of Sao Paulo, Brazil, a member of the Inter-Anglican Theologi- 
cal and Doctrinal Commission, talked about indigenisation. He challenged the 
Western notion that religion and politics do not belong together and argued 
that the truly indigenous church must be involved in controversial political 
decisions. A US Roman Catholic theologian, Bernard Cooke, expressed his view 
that the crucial issue for the years ahead is "restoration of the role of the 
lay people in the church". 


Matthew Solato, a canon of Holy Trinity Cathedral, Suva, in the Fiji Islands, 
and a former high commissioner to London, told the conference that the para- 
disial islands of the South Pacific are turning into nightmares of poverty, 
demoralisation, and misery. 


Surveying the Pacific economic scenario, Solato gave special attention to the 
small islands of Melanesia, Polynesia and Micronesia. They had been the 
subject of elaborate development plans for economic development which had 
remained unsuccessful in many respects. Employment opportunities are not 
keeping pace with economic growth. The drift of people to the cities is 
giving rise to slums, and an increase in crime and social problems, he said. 
Other delegates to the conference told of similar problems in their regions. 


One of the other issues to surface at the conference was that of land rights 
of indigenous populations, noted in particular by the delegation from New Zealand. 
EPS 


RESEARCHERS COMPARE Ecumenical Press 
VISIONS THEN AND NOW Service 83.07.27 


The following ts adapted and abridged from a report in New York-based Religtous 
News Service. 


MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - Two University of Minnesota professors have concluded that some 
Americans regarded today as mentally ill would have been revered as visionaries had 
they lived in medieval times. 


Jerome Kroll, a psychiatrist, and Bernard Bachrach, a medieval historian, compared 
the religious hallucinations of 23 Minnesotans with 134 visions described in Euro- 
pean manuscripts between the 7th and 14th centuries. 


"People with visions in medieval times were not considered mentally ill at all - 
unless their vision was heretical or socially revolutionary," Kroll -said. "Some- 
times they were admired, like Joan of Arc." In medieval times, he added, visions 
were accepted as factual messages from God or the devil. 


Kroll cautioned that he and Bachrach are not saying that all the saints would be 
called mentally ill now or that all the mental patients they studied would have been 
saints in medieval times. "We are working on those things, but we are not saying 
them," he added. But he said that a thousand years ago some of. the visions experi- 
enced by contemporary Americans "probably would have been perceived, and possibly 
even respected, as acts of piety albeit a little excessive or eccentric." 


The Minnesotans studied by the professors said they heard voices, saw Jesus and the 
saints, got orders from angels and devils, were taken over by spirits and felt that 
they themselves were Jesus. Like medieval visionaries, they had a fondness for the 
biblical Beok of Revelation. 


The two researchers said Minnesotans turned out to be especially suited to their 
research because they seem to have more religious-based delusions than people in 
other areas of the country. In the East, they said, delusions tend to center more 
around the FBI, and the CIA, the Mafia and Communists. 


In papers published by the journal Psychological Medicine and the Journal of Nervous 
and Mental Disease, the two professors suggest that their research might have some 


implications for defining mental illness. Bachrach asked: "How do you know someone 
is Cnazya, 


"Some of the dramatic symptoms by which we recognize mental illness today seem to be 
culturally bound and don't have the same significance in other societies," Kroll 
answered. Take visions. "We block them out, others cultivate them. It's our 
society's limitations." 


Bachrach said it is a limitation of Western society, explaining that "we operate on 
the scientific, rational-man model. And we assume that all others do too. The Stat 


Department got a shock when it found that (Ayatollah) Khomeini (of Iran) didn't 
operate that way." 


Someone from the Middle Ages, he added, wouldn't have been shocked, either by Iran's 
revolution or by the mass suicide of religious fanatics at Jonestown, Guyana. The 


implications might extend beyond defining mental illness to treating it, the 
researchers say. 


“We are less tolerant of strange behavior today," Kroll said. "We put up with people 
Saying that the government is no good and there is no God but we put people away if 
they take off their clothes. The reverse was true then." 


People with visions, Bachrach added, "were treated more benignly in the Middle Ages. 
They were believed. They weren't characterized as having something wrong with them. 


And they functioned in the society. Do we - who lock these people away - have some- 
thing to learn from that?" EPS 


METHODISTS REJECT Ecumenical Press 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT Service 83.07.28 


MIDDLESBOROUGH, England (EPS) - With four votes against out of 600, the 
Methodist Conference, meeting here [24 June - 1 July], urged UK Members of 
Parliament to resist any call for the re-introduction of capital punishment, 
which it described as "totally unacceptable in a humane society". It called 
on Methodists to urge their MPs to vote against the restoration of capital 
punishment when it comes before the House of Commons in a debate expected 
this month (July). 


The conference gave cautious approval to non-violent civil disobedience in 
the context of protests against the installation of cruise missiles in 
Britain. By a considerable majority it affirmed its belief that "Christian 
obedience can lead in some circumstances to non-violent civil disobedience". 
It asked the Methodist social Bee ous stihl ty division to look into a whole 
question and report back to next year's conference. It recognized "the 
grave dilemma that the stationing of nuclear missiles in Britain presents 

to the conscience of many people" and commended to Methodists the Peace- 
Makers Relief Fund which was launched in May by various peace groups in 
order to provide financial help for those suffering undue hardship as a 
result of their witness. 


By 247 votes to 172, the conference decided to reverse the request it made 
two years ago to individual Methodists and congregations not to bank with 
Barclays on account of its involvement in the South African economy. The 
proposal to reverse Methodist policy came from a Midland Bank area manager 
who argued that it is unfair to single out Barclays when many banks have 
commercial links with South Africa. 


In an Anglican contribution to the capital punishment debate, the Church [of 
England] Information Office issued a statement recalling two decades of 
opposition to capital punishment by its official bodies and leadership. 


An earlter ttem appeared as EPS 83.07.02. EPS 
ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS 83.07.29-31 


83.07.29 - BWA COUNCIL: The annual meeting of the general council of the 
Baptist World Alliance was scheduled for this month [8-12 July, Buenos Aixes?. 
The Washington-based BWA groups 124 Baptist denominations in 141 countries. 


83.07.30 —- SPANISH EVANGELICAL SYNOD: The 57th synod of the Spanish Evangeli- 
cal Church met last month [1-4 June, Logrofo]. Among other things, it 
approved a restructuring of the denomination and created a ministries 
commission. 


83.07.31 - MISSION COVENANT ASSEMBLY: The Mission Covenant [Reformed] Church 
of Sweden has chosen Walter Persson to succeed the retiring Gdsta Hedberg as 
MCCS president. Since 1976 he has been secretary of the MCCS world mission 
department. The MCCS annual assembly [14-19 June] also adopted as its own 
the document from the Christian World Conference on Life and Peace, which 
met in Uppsala last April [EPS 83.05.14]. The assembly eliminated the docu- 
ment’s reference to some who would be willing to tolerate nuclear deterrence 
as a temporary measure in the absence of alternatives, supporting unequivo- 
cally the view that "reliance upon the threat and possible use of nuclear 
weapons is unacceptable as a way of avoiding war". The Covenant youth orga- 
nisation took similar action at its annual meeting. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS! 83 207:132297 


83.07.32 - NEW SACC PRESIDENT: Lutheran Bishop Manas Buthelezi has been 
elected for a three-year term as president of the South African Council of 
Churches. He succeeds Peter Storey, who resigned in the wake of the convic— 
tion on 29 counts of fraud of former SACC General Secretary John Rees. 
Storey, a Methodist, is Rees' pastor. [EPS 83.06.19] 


83.07.33 - WALDENSIAN SYNOD: The South American branch of the Waldensian 


Church held its 19th synod, in Argentina. Ecumenism was among the main points 


on the synod agenda. The synod resolved to issue an ecumenism document in 
1984, stressing that the important thing in the ecumenical debate is not what 
divides denominations from each other, but what divides each from the true 
church. 


83.07.34 - LUTHERAN LISTENING POST: Among findings of a survey of pastors 
and other people in the Lutheran Church in America: Most think abortion is 
ethically acceptable if a woman has been raped or if it would be dangerous 
for health reasons for her to have a child. Most say abortion is not accept- 
able just because a couple thinks it could not adequately support more 
children. Half of the laity have some reservations about female pastors. 
Most think sexual relations outside marriage are always or almost always 
wrong, though more than half say it is sometimes or generally acceptable for 
an elderly man and woman to live together as sexual partners because their 
financial situation makes marriage impossible. 


83.07.35 - "YEAR OF JUBILEE’: Leaders of the four Lutheran jurisdictions 
which include metropolitan New York have urged their congregations to mark 
the 500th anniversary of German church reformer Martin Luther by "giving 
tangible expression to our holy faith", in the form of projects and offerings 
to the poor. The "call to make a difference" includes a catalogue of church 


shelters and food pantries where churches can donate food, clothing, and 
money. 


83.07.36 - THEOLOGIAN/BISHOP DIALOGUE: At its annual meeting the [Roman] 
Catholic Theological Society of America approved guidelines for dialogue 
between bishops and theologians. The CTSA prepared the document jointly 
with the Canon Law Society of America, which is to vote on it at its October 
meeting, after which it would be submitted to the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. The CTSA meeting also cited the case of Agnes Mary 
Mansour, who earlier this year resigned from her religious order rather than 
accept a bishop's directive to leave a government sob) LEPS..834 055 72d. ass ome 


W . . ° e . 
whose “theological dimensions...are of profound concern" and which "raises 
serious questions of due process". 


83.07.37 - POPE ON RELIGIOUS LIFE: In a letter to US Roman Catholic bishops, 
Pope John Paul has directed them to oversee a "renewal" of life in religious 
communities. His message included a copy of a document on "essential ele- 
ments in the church's teaching on religious life" which, among other things, 
urges distinctive garb for members of such communities and which cautions 
against the "temptation" to give up work for which a community was founded 

in order to undertake tasks which "seem more immediately relevant to social 
need". It adds that like priests, members of such communities "may not 
accept public offices which involve the exercise of civic power". San Fran- 
cisco Archbishop John Quinn, named to head the renewal effort, says those in 


religious communities will "have the opportunity to present their findings 
in a totally American context". 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS 83.07.38-44 


83.07.38 - GDR PEACE MEETING: London-based Reuter news agency reports that 
9,000 people attended a "peace workshop" in a Berlin church "making it one of 
the biggest unofficial peace gatherings ever in East Germany"’. The same story 
Says the unofficial "peace movement is closely linked to a growing wave of 
environmentalist protests". Among those taking part in the workshop was 
Evangelical Berlin-Brandenburg Bishop Gottfried Forck. 


83.07.39 - SWISS BANKING: The council of the Federation of Protestant 
Churches of Switzerland (FEPS) has released a study it commissioned from the 
Social Ethics Institute urging a complete review of the country's banking 
laws. In a statement accompanying the report, the FEPS council speaks of its 


particular concern for banking rules which prevent the flight of capital or 
fiscal fraud. 


83.07.40 - VATICAN/MALTA: In a dispute over church-run education, the- 
government of Malta has announced its intention to take control of some 
church property. The government has removed subsidies to church-run schools 
and says they should be free of charge as state schools are. A Vatican 


Statement says the government proposal threatens religious peace on the 
Mediterranean island. 


83.07.41 - ARGENTINE 'COUP SPIRIT': Argentina's Roman Catholic bishops have 
warned against what they call a "coup spirit" in the country. Rumours of a 
possible coup in the country have been circulating in recent weeks. In their 
80-page statement, the bishops also condemned corruption in state and private 
business and said economic disorder poses a threat to social peace. 


83.07.42 - JAPANESE 'ANCESTOR WORSHIP’: Kyoto Roman Catholic Bishop Raymond 
Tanaka says a completely new text of pastoral guidelines in connection with 
the traditional Japanese practice of "ancestor worship" is to be drawn up in 
light of responses to two earlier drafts of a document from a bishops' 
commission for non-Christian religions, which he chairs. 


83.07.43 - US LUTHERAN/SA DIVESTMENT: The Lutheran Church in America has 
written 26 corporations urging them to get rid of their South African 
holdings. The LCA pension board's investment portfolio includes the 26. 

The LCA letter says "the gain for black employees of US corporations is not 
sufficient to counterbalance the implicit support US corporations provide to 
the current apartheid regime in South Africa. 


83.07.44 —- US LUTHERAN BISHOP'S REPORT: American Lutheran Church Presiding 
Bishop David Preus says US Lutheranism is more likely to affect US policy in 
areas like Namibia and Eastern Europe where it has historic associations, 
than it is in places like Central America. In his report to the ALC church 
council, he also expressed concern that an emphasis on the Lord's Supper is 
replacing an emphasis on the preached word in some Lutheran circles. Address-— 
ing recent media criticism of the World Council of Churches, of which the 
ALC is a member and on whose executive committee he sits, Preus said there 
is a "measure of imbalance in WCC resolutions and criticisms...because of 
the greater chance of positively influencing regimes on the right. Never- 
theless," he added, "churches and councils must strive to call attention to 
tyranny and oppression, and support the victims, no matter what the possi- 
bilities for effectiveness." 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "European Baptist Peace Forum Message" EPS 83.07.45 


The following ts excerpted from. the message of the European Bapttst Federatton 
Peace Forum [15-19 June, Sjévtk, Sweden]. It brought. together 42 representa- 
tives of Baptist bodies in 14 European countries, plus representatives of the 
Bapttst World Alltance. 


[The forum encourages governments]:(1) to dare to trust each other in nego- 
tiations concerning disarmament and to be willing to take risks in order to 
create a more secure future for humankind; (2) to take steps towards the 
abolition of nuclear weapons in the way that is exemplified in the message 
from the Life and Peace Conference (1983) in Uppsala; (3) to implement to 
its full extent the Helsinki Final Act (1975) which is vital in all present 
and future discussions concerning the peace of Europe and of the world. 


[The forum encourages Baptists]: (1) to work and pray for peace which is more 
than the absence of war, and is the establishing of a three-fold shalom 
(peace) which takes seriously the reconciliation of humankind to the creator, 
to other people and to the created world; (2) to regard the existence of 
nuclear weapons as contradictory to the will of God; (3) to recognise the 
danger of apathy in churches and society at large to the nuclear threat, and 
take practical steps through educational programmes for peace in churches, 
schools and social organisations to dispel the false ‘enemy image’, so that 
peace becomes a way of life - "Blessed are the peacemakers" (Matthew 5:9); 
(4) to promote international religious and cultural exchanges and friend- 
ships to break down barriers of mutual fear and mistrust, and establish 
loving and trusting relationships which work toward the success of the 
United Nations International Year of Peace 1986. 


EPS 
ECUPAST EPS 83.07.46 
August , 1958 


The central committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting in Nyborg, 
Denmark, observed the tenth anniversary of the Council with a service at 
Odense Cathedral at which veteran ecumenical leaders Bishops G.K.A. Bell 

and Otto Dibelius were the preachers. The committee launched an internation- 
al appeal towards a new headquarters and scheduled the third assembly for 
Ceylon in 1961 under the theme, 'Jesus Christ - The Light of the World’. .[The 
assembly met in New Delhi.]...Anglican Archbishop Joost de Blank of Cape Town 
pointed to the advance of Islam as a warning to Christians of the need to 
overcome prejudice towards "coloureds"...The GDR (East German) government re- 
affirmed the article of the constitution which said that "every citizen 
enjoys full freedom of belief and of conscience. Undisturbed practice of 
religion is under the protection of the republic'’...The Division of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches launched 
an appeal for US $25,000 to help in the Lebanon emergency...The Dutch 
Reformed Church of the Transvaal rebuked Archbishop of Canterbury Geoffrey 
Fisher for his assertion in a television interview that the DRC had looked 

no further than the early books of the Old Testament in their approach to 
racial equality...After a meeting in Utrecht, leaders of the World Council 

of Churches recommended that observers from the Russian Orthodox Church 
should attend meetings of the WCC central committee. 
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ECUVIEW: "Ideology, Theology, and the WCC" EPS! 83 507'/47 


The following ts excerpted from a longer article tn the July/August tssue of 
the WCC magazine One World. Author John Bluck ts WCC. communteatton dtrector. 
The article begins by noting media eritictsm of. the. WCC over the years from 
diverse secular sources such as the Wall Street Journal, People's Daily, 
Pravda, and Reader's Digest. ; 


...What reads like self-righteous [WCC ideological] rhetoric in English is 
often a reflection of a translation difficulty working from languages (and 
temperaments) with a wider range of poetic licence. That qualification aside, 
there are profound differences in cultural and political style within ecu- 
menical leadership that requires all of the council's 35 years of -experience 
to hold together in a creative tension. Without that experience the tough 
debates between First, Second and Third World churches that do take place 
would simply pull the council apart. 


Perhaps the source of greatest confusion over ideology lies with the distinc- 
tion between strategy and principle, tactics and commitment. Failure to make 
that distinction clear triggers the most heated ideological accusations. The 
strategy and tactics do change. First by issue and region - from reconstruc— 
tion in Europe to independence in Southern Africa to refugees in Indochina. 
Such choices are unashamedly selective, where the need is most urgent, the 
suffering most severe. 


Second, strategy and tactics are always shaped by the context, which drasti- 
cally limits how publicly any action is taken, and how directly or quickly 
any issue is pursued. Ans van der Bent, in the WCC publication Christians 
and Communists, spells out one example: ''Trumpeting WCC criticism of an 
Eastern European government in the Western press - as some council critics 
have called for - is offensive, ineffective, even counter-productive. Those 
who head up the religious affairs departments in these socialist states will 
listen and eventually react only if complaints and pleas for change are 
addressed directly to them. Eastern churches have warned their Western 
brothers and sisters not to draw exclusive attention to the lot of dissidents. 


"Christians and other disaffected persons who are imprisoned or confined in 
psychiatric hospitals by Communist regimes need support from the West. But 
singling them out as the exemplary martyrs of our day only marginalizes even 
more the established Christian communions there. Defending human rights in 
a liberal Western fashion can play directly into the hands of the Communists, 
offering them a welcome alibi for reducing further the religious freedom 
allowed to millions of the faithful." 


In other settings the greatest publicity possible is sought, as with the 
council's strongly critical statement on US intervention in Central America 
earlier this year. The statement was seen by many as one-sided, though in 
fact it was less critical of US foreign policy than many statements by 
American member churches. 


The World Council is unwilling to adopt a more uniform and therefore more 
easily understood tone and style of speaking and acting. It insists on the 
right to choose what seems to be the most effective way: public confronta- 
tion here and quiet diplomacy there; waiting and praying in one place, 
openly funding in another... 
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ECUVIEW: "Ecumenical Significance of Pope's Polish Visit" EPS 83.07.48 


The following ts excerpted from remarks by the prestdent of the Poltsh 
Ecumentcal Council, Lutheran Bishop Janusz Naraynskt. They appeared tn 
longer form tn Lutheran World Information. PEC groups most of Poland's non- 
Roman Catholte minority. [Related ttem: EPS 83.06.74] 


...In light of the history of the ecumenical dialogues and irenic aspirations 
that have taken place on Polish soil since the 16th century, the council's 
meeting with the pope has historical dimensions. The last serious effort at 
ecumenical dialogues, in what is now known as Old Poland, was the Colloquium 
Charitativum in Torun, 1645, which broke down when the Roman Catholic partner 
proposed the complete absorption of the rest of the non*Roman Catholic church 
confessions. No wonder that the Colloquium Charitativum became a Colloquium 
Irritatium. 


The existing stratifications that have historical, theological and psycho- 
logical character signify that there is still plenty to do in Poland today. 
Since then, we have come a long way and have come closer to realizing the 
word of our. Lord, "ut omnes unum sint". We know today that our destiny lies 
in ecumenism. No church is so large that it can live for itself. Along the 
way to common reconciliation, important steps ought to be observed: the 
weeks of prayer for the unity of Christendom, the dialogue in the mixed 
commission and contacts between academies. 


The new attitude in ecumenical relations has been seen through the partici- 
pation of the Polish Ecumenical Council member churches in the burial of 
Polish Primate Wyszynski, the enthronement of Primate Glemp, the council's 
visit with Glemp and Glemp's return visit to the council... 


I understand the ecumenical meeting with Pope John Paul II as a continuation 
of relations and as a promising sign toward mutual agreement on open and 
hotly-debated issues and problems. Here, as said before, there is so much to 
do, and more so, since new problems are emerging. I see the pope's very 
gracious words as a challenge and a task to overcome these problems together. 
I also see the participation of representatives from different churches and 
even some from non-Christian religions in the dialogue with the pope as a 
symbol of unity, in which the reconciliation of differences is being realized. 


Such a model of unity did not diminish nor minimize the identity of the dia- 
logue participants. It signifies a respect for the confessional pluralism 
and the dismissal of the striving toward confessional homogeneity. This 
model of unity, which is based in Christ, sets the conditions for tolerance 
toward those of another faith and toward nonbelievers. Visser 't Hooft said 
correctly that all should retain their own identity, yet listen to one 
another. For that is what true ecumenical community is based on. 


I do not need to say how important this model of reconciled unity in diver- 
sity 1s for living together in this land. As Christians and Poles, we await 
an important word from the pope on the present endangerment of peace through 


current nuclear armament, his solidarity with Christians throughout the en- 
tire world on this matter. 


Together in prayer with the Polish Roman Catholic church, we share the hope 
that this visit will serve to further ecumenical reconciliation, which has 
brought to expression the plea for unity and living together in peace and 
agreement with people from all nations. God frees us from that separation 
and our hope and yearning should lead us to Jesus Christ. In this sense, 
we are in agreement with Pope John Paul II that Jesus Christ is the life of 
the world. 
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ECUVIEW: "Estate Workers and the Church in Sri Lanka" EPS 83.07.49 


The following ts excerpted from the report from a five-person ecumenical team 
whitch visited Srt Lanka tn connection with preparation for the World Council 
of Churches assembly, 24 July-10 August, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 


...-The condition of these forgotten people seemed, if anything, even more 
desperate and hopeless, than the position of the Tamil minority. These 
people are also Tamil, but are rejected not only by the Singhalese people, 
but also be their racial brothers and sisters, so that they stand alone in 
the complexity of Sri Lankan society. 


It seemed to us that the condition of these people amounted to nothing more 
than a sophisticated form of slavery, and that human rights and dignity were 
being denied on a massive scale. The church is engaged in work among them, 
and although this mainly takes the form of evangelistic outreach with a 
limited amount of social action in putting these people in contact with 
trade unions and other organisations that are able to work for their better- 
ment, we are strongly of the opinion that the church must increase its 
efforts to work not only for betterment of the living and working conditions 
of these people, but that it must also identify with them in their struggle 
to receive citizenship and equality with other members of the population. 


As stated earlier, it was a sadness for us to see that those Christians most 
dedicated to assisting these people seemed, by and large, to be working out- 
Side the ambit of official church structures. 


The denial of citizenship to these people is a crime against humanity that 
must not be allowed to continue. It reduces them to the status of slave 
labourers, who, although paid for their labour, are denied a just wage, and 
the freedom to choose their place of employment. 


We would urge the church, both local and international, to bring pressure to 
bear upon the government to implement all the conditions worked out initially 
for the granting of citizenship to these people at the time Prime Minister 
Shastri of India was engaged in negotiations with the government of Ceylon 
(as it was then known). The conditions subsequently demanded by the govern- 
ment for the granting of citizenship and full democratic rights would seem 

to us utterly unreasonable and impossible of fulfilment. 


We noted that the government had provided some health care and educational 
facilities, but these were totally inadequate to cope with the demands placed 
upon them, thus resulting in shocking health conditions and a rate of illi- 
teracy that is nothing short of scandalous in a country that boasts of its 
high level of literacy. 


It seemed incongruous to us that the church seemed more concerned with the 
peripheral problems of alcoholism, gambling and violence within the family, 
than with the overall violence that was being perpetrated against these 
people by the denial of full citizenship and the franchise. 


It seemed that a much more holistic understanding of the church's mission 

was needed in confronting this problem. At present the combination of evan- 
gelism and social action appear to be ad hoc, and very much a matter of 
convenience. This situation is one that needs a much greater theological 
understanding than has been given it thus far. The situation of these people 
is desperate, and demands urgent attention... 
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ECUVIEW: "Assembly Costs" EPS 83.07.50 


The following ts adapted from an item tn the July/August tssue of the WCC 
magazine One World. The World Counctl of Churches assembly begins 24 July. 


By the time the Sixth Assembly ends on 10 August the WCC will have spent 
about seven million Swiss francs on the Vancouver event. And the member 
churches will spend much more than that in covering many of their own costs 
related to preparing for and attending the assembly. 


Is that a lot? The cost of bringing together representatives from over 
three hundred member churches in more than a hundred:countries once in seven 
years is far less than some member churches spend each year or two in gener- 
al or synodical meetings. And considering that the work of seven years will 
be evaluated and the plans for the rest of the decade outlined, the assembly 
budget represents less than seven-tenths of one per cent of the funds 
churches have channelled through the council for programmes and projects in 
this period. Service and development agencies routinely spend eight to ten 
per cent each year to evaluate field programmes. And rarely is that done 
with such a cross-section of donors, project holders, grassroots represen- 
tatives and global experts sitting together as they do at a WCC Assembly. 

So if seven million francs started out looking like a big number, comparison 
makes it seem almost too small, considering what the assembly will be doing. 


The financial side of a gathering of 3,500 people from more than a hundred 
countries includes both substantial and apparently trivial costs: 


Getting there. Forty per cent of the assembly budget (SF_ 2,715,000) will 
be used in travel and accommodation subsidies to assist some six hundred 
delegates from eighty countries outside the First World to represent their 
churches. 


Worshtpping together. The worship materials that delegates and visitors 
will use - texts and songs printed in several languages, Bible studies, 

theological reflect-on materials - and the special tent to be used as a 

worship site throughout the assembly, cost more than SF 350,000. 


Communteating together. For the members of such a vast and multicultural 
group to be able to speak together and read the documents being produced 
will require a team of ninety experts to interpret and translate proceedings 
into the five official languages of the council, and 25 language stewards to 
assist delegates in other languages. Just to rent headphones so that par- 
ticipants can hear the proceedings in one of the official languages will 


cost SF 305,000. The total language-related expenses will be about SF 
1.3 million. 


Staytng together...Even apparently minor items can be significant expenses 
when multiplied by the amounts and quantities that 3,500 people need in a 
three-week period: identification badges, portable toilets, a van with two 
drivers for transporting disabled participants, buses to move groups around 
the University of British Columbia campus, provisions for serving more than 

a quarter of a million meals, facilities for checking thousands of ticket 
reservations and visa requirements, equipment to type, duplicate and distri- 
bute documents in various languages. Many of these tasks will be facilitated 
by a team of 175 young people who will serve as stewards for the assembly. 


And a local host team has been organized by the Vancouver area churches to 
assist people... 
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SHOPTALK: 


The following reports are avatlable from the WCC Commisston on Inter—Chureh 
Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS), Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, 
Switzerland. 


a) French Polynesta - cyclones 1983 (No. 1, 29 June) 
b) Mozambtque - cholera & famine (No. 2, 29 June) 

e) Portugal - drought 1983/limtted appeal (4 July) 
d) Zimbabwe - drought 1983/appeal (5 July) 


The June tssue of "Contact", btmonthly of the WCC Chrtsttan Medical Com- 
mtsston, has as tts theme "strengthentng and regulating the supply, 
dtstrtbutton and productton of baste pharmaceutical products". It ts 
avatlable on request to the CMC. 


EPS 83.07.71: "Poltetng tn a Democratte Soctety - Questtons" — The paper 
ts avatlable for 50 UK pence from the board, Church House, Dean's Yard, 
London SW1P 3NZ. The questtons parallel the paper's major secttons. 


EPS 83.07.69: "Dialogue Decalogue" - Coptes of the Dialogue Decalogue are 
avatlable tn pamphlet form from the Journal of: Ecumenteal Studtes, Temple 
Untverstty (022-38), Philadelphia, PA 19122, for the following prices: 

1-4 coptes 10e each plus a self-addressed, stamped (1st class) no. 10 
envelope. There ts a dtscount for larger quantittes. 


Newly avatlable from WCC publications are "A Worshtp Book" prepared for 

the WCC assembly (SF 12.50, US$ 6.25, UKE 3.95) and "In God's Image: 
Refleettons on Identity, Human Wholeness, and the Authority of Sertpture", 
edited by Janet Crawford and Michael Kinnamon (SF 8.90, US$ 4.50, UKE 2.95). 
Also new ts "WCC Publications, 1983", a complete list of currently avatlable 


WCC books, pertodicals and audto-vtsual resources. The catalogue ts free 
on request. 


A remtnder: 


From thts tssue, the EPS office moves to Canada for the WCC assembly. 
Phone ts 604/228 4549 (22 July - 12 August). Telex ts 04-508421 WCC AVCR. 
Address ts EPS/WCC, 2075 Wesbrook Mall, Untverstty of Brtttsh Columbta, 
Vancouver V6T 1W5. Vancouver time ts GMT -7. Eight EPS mailings are 


planned from Vancouver: 23, 27, and 30 July, and 3, 6, 10, 12, and 14 
August. 


During the assembly and tmmediate post-assembly pertods, guest editors are 
responstble for three EPS matlings from Geneva. They are projected for 
1-31 August, 1-14 September, and 15-25 September. Colleagues are avatlable 


during that pertod at the usual EPS number: 022/988 988. Geneva ttme ts 
GMT +2. 
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CHURCH BODIES Ecumenical Press 
MEET, RESOLVE Service 83.07.51 


GENEVA (EPS) - Several denominations have held meetings of their governing 
bodies in recent weeks. Among them: 


The annual conference of the Church of the Brethren [Baltimore, 28 June - 3 
July], endorsed the concept of sanctuary in church buildings for Latin Ameri- 
can and Haitian refugees in the US faced with deportation, adopted a position 
paper on human sexuality which affirms that "sexual intercourse...belongs 
within heterosexual marriage", affirmed that in certain circumstances church 
persons and institutions may resort to civil disobedience in connection with 
taxes used for military purposes, and protested US "military covert action... 
to destabilise the Nicaraguan government". 


The general synod of the United Church of Christ [Pittsburgh, 24-28 June] 
adopted several resolutions supporting peacemaking efforts (including commen- 
dation of the US Roman Catholic bishops" letter on peace earlier this year); 
decided that sexual preferences are irrelevant in terms of decisions about 
ordination or church employment, although promiscuous sexual behaviour would 
be a reason for rejection; and urged a churchwide effort to create shelters 
for abused women and children, rape crisis centres, and hotlines and rehabili- 
tation programmes for victims and abusers. 


The general synod of the Anglican Church of Canada [Fredericton, New Bruns- 
wick, last month], condemned development, production or use of nuclear weapons 
as contrary to the will of God and the mind of Christ; urged the Canadian 
government to reconsider its policy of selling nuclear weapons and technology; 
voted to explore the idea of establishing an ecumenical trust fund so 
resources are on hand to strengthen aboriginal land claims; deplored what 
were cited as abuses of a "conscience clause" passed in 1975 for those dis- 
agreeing with the ACC decision to ordain women, but declined proposals to set 
a time when the clause would be revoked; urged Anglicans to work with exist- 
ing community groups to eliminate family violence; approved a book of alter- 
native services to the standard prayer book. 


The bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church [Belgrade, 23-27 May], released a 
communiqué after their annual meeting alluding to “complex and difficult" 
conditions and "numerous problems" in its life. It said some state organs 
violate the Yugoslav constitution in their dealings with the church. The 
bishops also decided to create a new SOC diocese, with headquarters in Toronto. 


The national synod of the Church of Christ in Zaire [Lubumbashi, 1-8 May], 
approved procedures to deal with disputes in the denomination. It said that 
the "interminable and persistant conflicts" have been instigated by "secret- 
ive and indecent persons", and are "provoked by clanism, tribalism, and 
regionalism, which are forbidden by the Bible and fought against by our 
country". 


The United Methodist News Service reports that eight of the 73 United Metho- 
dist annual (regional) conferences expressed "unqualified support" of the 
National and World Council of Churches, which have been the subject of 
criticism in US mass media in recent months. Five other conferences 
"affirmed support but raised questions about accountability and broader 
involvement.” UMNS said the ordination of homosexuals received more attention 
than any other single issue, with 59 of 73 conferences approving petitions on 
the subject to next May's general conference. Thirty-one asked that homo- 
sexuals be barred from ordained ministry; another 10 said ordained ministers 
should be required to practice "fidelity in marriage and celibacy in single- 
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DIAKONIA HOLDS Ecumenical Press 
WORLD ASSEMBLY Service *63707 .52 


COVENTRY, England (EPS) - Diakonia, the world federation of diaconal associa- 
tions, held its 14th international assembly at the University of Warwick here 
[8-14 July]. (Diakonia is a Greek word for "service".) 


In a plenary address on "the world's needs and expectations", Simon Barrington- 
Ward, general secretary of the London-based Church Missionary Society, out- 
lined a series of contrasting pairs in church life - power/gentleness, 
llordship/service, leadership/humility, spiritual/material, strength/vulner- 
ability, male/female. Too often in church history, he said, these pairs have 
been separated. : 


The diaconate, he suggested, "held these things together" in the early years 
of the church, and needs to do so for the church also in the 20th century. 

He urged deaconesses and other diaconal workers to "not define your diaconate 
too narrowly." 


Another speaker, David Clark, honorary director of the UK-based National 
Centre for Christian Communites and Networks, painted a picture of a dis- 
connected church, with the clergy out of touch and laity unable to make 
church structures respond to their needs. He suggested that the diaconate 
could spearhead a new approach, a "third way", in which the church would be 
captive to neither the professional nor the powerful. 


A veteran member of the Wesley Deaconess Order in Britain, Jean Robinson, 
surveyed "the answers of the English churches to the world's needs". Noting 
the history of denominational separation in diaconal work, Robinson suggested 
that "the British church could be serviced best by a permanent diaconate 
available to all churches. This is where we have always been united as 
Christian churches," she observed, "in our desire to serve the world - on 

our doorstep or miles away, in the name of Jesus." 


The weeklong assembly also included worship services, business sessions, and 
field trips. Meeting in conjunction with it was another ecumenical group 
called Koinonia-Diakonia, brought together under the auspices of Diakonia, 
the World Council of Churches, International Centre for the Diaconate, and 
the European Conference of Deacons. The KD. discussions were a.followup to a 
1976 encounter in Arbreésle, France, and were to "share experiences and stimu- 
late further reflection and action on local ecumenical diakonia". (Koinonia 
is a Greek word for "community".) 


Approximately 500 attended the assembly.. Diakonia membership is counted in 
Austria, Australia, Canada, the Caribbean, Denmark, Fiji, Finland, France, 
FRG, GDR, Ghana, Italy, India, Japan, Malaysia, Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, 
Philippines, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, United 


peas Ireland, US, and Zambia. Its first world assembly was in Amsterdam 
in : 
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PROGRAMME TO COMBAT RACISM Ecumenical Press 
MARKS 15TH ANNIVERSARY Service 832.0/6.53 


NEW YORK (EPS) - In the last meeting of its term,here, the five-member 
executive group of the World Council of Churches Programme to Combat Racism 
has marked the 15th anniversary of PCR's creation at the 1968 WCC assembly 
in Uppsala, and at subsequent meetings in 1969. (The first PCR special-fund 
anti-racism grants were given in 1970.) 


In a resolution, the group praised then-WCC General Secretary Eugene Carson 
Blake for his "strong leadership" in connection with the programme's begin- 
nings and first years. Blake retired in 1972. Over the years, some PCR 
special-fund grants, paid for by designated contributions from churches and 
other groups, have been marked by controversy. 


During its meeting last month, the group also forwarded recommendations to 
the WCC executive committee for this year's grants, considered the ways in 
which racism questions will figure in the work of the WCC assembly opening 
24 July in Vancouver, and discussed possible emphases in PCR work in the 
coming years. These could include, the group said, economic, political, and 
church roots of racism, as well as attention to biblical and theological 
resources to combat it. 


The group also visited parts of the city which include large concentrations 
of black, hispanic, Chinese, and Haitian residents. The five-person execu- 
tive group comes from Sri Lanka, Netherlands, Madagascar, US, and Bolivia. 
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CENTRAL AMERICA MEETING Ecumenical Press 
LINKS EDUCATION, RENEWAL Service 83.07.54 


ATLANTA, Georgia, US (EPS) - Sixty North and Central American church repre- 
sentatives met here for four days [20-23 June] to consider the situation in 
Central America. They called for education on the region in North America 
coupled with spiritual renewal. 


The meeting was arranged by the [US] National Council of Churches and brought 
together US denominational representatives and representatives of a cross- 
section of the 20 churches and national agencies to which the NCC relates in 
Central America. Those present included Pentecostals, Baptists, Moravians, 
Methodists, Lutherans, Reformed (Presbyterians), and Anglicans (Episcopalians). 


Introducing the meeting, NCC Latin America Director Oscar Bolioli, former 
president of the Evangelical Methodist Church in Uruguay, urged Christians 
to "regain a sense of indignation about the destruction of the image of God" 
in Central America. 


Among major topics at the consultation were the effects - generally consider- 
ed positive - of personal visits to Central America by North American church 
people, and the role of grassroots Christian communities of poor people in 
Central America, sometimes referred to as the "people's church", also gener- 
ally assessed favourably. 
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LUTHERANS HOLD FESTIVAL Ecumenical Press 


OF WORSHIP AND WITNESS Service 83.07.55 


MINNEAPOLIS (EPS) - About 3,500 North American Lutherans, and guests from 
other parts of the world, assembled here [20-24 June] to celebrate "two sides 
of God's one great activity in the world" at a Festival of Worship and 
Witness. 


The schedule included a series of worship services, lectures, forums, work- 

shops, and concerts. It also emphasised Lutheran unity. (About two-thirds 

of the Lutherans in Canada and the US are scheduled to be part of one merged 
denomination in each country - in 1986 and 1988 respectively.) 


William Lazareth, who leaves his World Council of Churches post as faith and 
order director to become a Lutheran parish pastor in New York City in Sep- 
tember, urged a "wedding or worship and witness", and "catholic and ecumeni- 
cal openness" among Lutherans. In their structural coming together, Lazareth 
said, North American Lutherans ought to “maximize our order without minimiz-— 
ing our faith'"'. He suggested that should include "the fullness of our 
apostolic continuity in the historic episcopate". 


The festival heard from a variety of political and church leaders. A forum 
on peace concluded with a march to the steps of the state capitol, where a 
prayer vigil was held in the moonlight. 


EPS 


SEMINAR EVALUATES Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH INSTITUTIONS Service 83.07.56 


PARIS (EPS) - An international, ecumenical seminar on Christian educational 
and health institutions has offered several recommendations in connection 
with their theological foundation, aims, and objectives. 


A summary of the weeklong seminar, held here, was distributed last month by 
Samuel Aklé, coordinator of the Christian Institutions Committee (CEROC), a 
group whose membership largely parallels CEVAA, an association of French- 
speaking church bodies in Europe, Africa, and the Pacific. 


Among other things, the seminar urged local community involvement in reflec- 
tion on the theological foundation of the institutions. "To undertake a 
programme decided upon by the top leaders, or simply to continue a programme, 
means taking risks if the community has not been involved in the planning of 
the project," the summary said. It also urged that "the diaconal ministry 


of the church. ..play a prophetic role in the evaluation of events both inside 
and outside the church." 


The gathering suggested interchurch visits and work with international organi- 


sations in connection with an evaluation of the mission and effectiveness of 
church institutions. 
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SALVATION ARMY GENERAL Ecumenical Press 
IN DISARMAMENT APPEAL Service 83.07.57 


LONDON (EPS) - Salvation Army General Jarl Wahlstrém has issued a statement 

on world peace and disarmament. The movement's international leader says it 
"adds its voice and influence to the rapidly intensifying appeal sounding 

from the five continents for a halt to the arms race and the diverting of 
funds thus released to socio-economic growth throughout the world". Wahlstrém 
calls "disarmament, peace and development...inextricably linked." 


The general recognizes the "necessity for nations to safeguard their security," 
but adds that "in a nuclear age, disarmament and world peace are fundamental 
to human existence and must supersede national self-interest." 


The letter outlines five Salvation Army concerns in connection with the 
issue: 


Ss strenuous UN peace efforts 


= reduction of national arsenals "to the minimum level necessary. 
for present security" 


= "positive action to remove causes of mistrust, fear, tension, 
and hostility" 


= reallocation of resources in connection with military reductions 
"with special regard to alleviating world hunger and poverty" 


~ an effective "International Year for Peace" in 1986. 
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CHURCH REPS PART OF Ecumenical Press 
WORLD PEACE ASSEMBLY Service 83.07.58 


PRAGUE (EPS) - The World Assembly for Peace and Life against Nuclear War 
[here, 21-26 June], initiated by the World Peace Council, included church 
representatives in several of the national delegations, including all those 
from East Europe, and many from Africa and Latin America. Observers came 
from ecumenical organisations such as the World Council of Churches, Lutheran 
World Federation, Conference of European Churches, and World YWCA, all based 
in Geneva. 


In a report on the assembly, WCC international affairs director Ninan Koshy 
notes that among the "special interest groups" during the second part of the 
assembly was one for "religious circles" in which the Christian Peace Confer- 
ence played a major role. There, current ecumenical discussions on nuclear 
disarmament were highlighted, he reports. 


Czechoslovak President Gustav Husak addressed the opening session, among 
other things defending Soviet disarmament proposals, "but on the whole", 
Koshy reports, “adopting a conciliatory tone". Koshy notes that much of the 
assembly's work was done in "dialogues} which passed no resolutions. The 
"Charter 77" movement, which the Czechoslovak government has condemned, was 
raised in various discussions and extra-assembly meetings, Koshy adds. 


Reflecting on the assembly's final appeal, Koshy says "there is a predictable 
pointed reference to the euromissiles. But the appeal, in general terms, is 
very much along [the lines] of what bodies like the WCC have stated already." 
About 3,000 people from more than 130 countries attended the assembly. 
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6 AUGUST START SET Ecumenical Press 
FOR 'FAST FOR LIFE' Service 83.07.59 


GENEVA (EPS) - An interfaith group of eight has announced an open-ended "fast 
for life". To begin 6 August, the anniversary of the 1945 atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima, it is to continue, the fasters say, until they "See a significant 
step to halt the nuclear arms race, in deeds as well as in words". 


In material distributed in connection with the fast, the group lists about 
100 endorsers of their action, including many Christian leaders. The group 
includes a Canadian, four from France, a Japanese, and two from the US. 
Several are parents; their ages range from 26 to 58. 


The fasters have listed various actions which they would consider "signifi- 
cant" in terms of a decision whether or not to continue their fast, includ- 
ing decisions by the superpowers to dismantle or not.to deploy various 
missiles. They say their examples are "not demands" and that they are 
"open to other actions of similar significance". 


Asked to distinguish what they propose from suicide, one of the group, 
Solange Fernex, says it is "in no way suicide", but rather a "nonviolent 
action" with "great hope of success...We are volunteering for a nonviolent 
mission," she says, "which does not exclude possible death, which we will | 
not inflict on ourselves but which may be inflicted on us by those who could 
prevent it by a signature of their hand." 


The beginning of the fast came as an ecumenical "pilgrimage for world peace 
and nuclear disarmament" neared the end of a 12,000-kilometer walk from 
Bangor, Washington, US,to Bethlehem, Jesus' birthplace. The 19-member 
group, ages 20-67, began walking on Good Friday in 1982 at the site of a 

US nuclear submarine base. It hopes to reach Bethlehem by this Christmas, 

including stops between now and then in Rome, Athens, Damascus, Amman, and 
Jerusalem. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.07.60-61 


83.07.60 JAPANESE CHURCH BROADCASTING: The Joint Broadcasting Committee, 

an agency supported by, among others, the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in 
Japan), has launched a radio venture "to gain the ear of discriminating 
Japanese youth". Called "Friend of the Heart", it is broadcast for five 
Minutes each weeknight in the middle of a popular "upbeat disc jockey show". 
The Kyodan newsletter says response to the "low-key...fast-tempo" programme, 
in which a Kyodan pastor "picks up on spiritual implications in the music and 
on problems afflicting young people," has been "far heavier than expected". 
The newsletter observes that most religious broadcasting in Japan, where 
Christians make up less than one percent of the population, is "of the overt 
evangelistic variety, featuring organ and choral music and hot-gospel sermon- 


ettes". It is "overwhelming 'tuned out' by the massive majority of listeners, 
especially young people." 


83.07.61 BISHOPS URGE SHARING: A committee involving 13 Lutheran and Roman 
Catholic bishops in the six-state New England region of the US is distribut- 
ing a leaflet on "mutual parish sharing" outlining five "steps to sound 
fellowship" and including a sample "pledge of mutual parish sharing". The 
pledge includes promises to pray for each other, exchange pulpits annually, 


engage in various joint efforts, and "promote and work specifically for the 
cause of Christian unity". 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.07.62-68 


83.07.62 WORLD YWCA BANKING: The World YWCA has announced that it is ending 
its banking relationship with the Union Bank of Switzerland because of UBS 
involvement in the South African economy. Instead, said the World Y, it will 
bank with the Algemene Bank Nederland. Two other Geneva-based ecumenical 
organisations - the World Council of Churches and the World Student Christian 


Federation —- have taken similar steps in recent years [EPS 1981 - No. 25; 
82.03.06]. 


83.07.63 NHK AND MUSLIMS: The Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) has 
appointed a staff person for Christian-Muslim relations. The country's 
other large Reformed denomination (GKN) already has such a staff executive. 
Muslims are a notable minority in the country. 


83.07.64 DUTCH CONGREGATIONAL COMPUTERS: The Netherlands Reformed Church 
(NHK) has asked its congregations not to buy microcomputers to keep member- 
ship records. The NHK central administration has been keeping membership 
and financial records on a central computer. It says that if various con- 
gregations get their own computers, the data may not be interchangeable. 


83.07.65 URANIUM MINING MORATORIUM: Anglican, Lutheran, Mennonite, Roman 
Catholic, and United church leaders in the Canadian province of Saskatchewan 
have called for a "moratorium on uranium mining" there. The group of 13 
Says uranium mining fuels weapons, risks health, and is a questionable 
investment. 


83.07.66 BULGARIAN ANNIVERSARY: The Bulgarian [Eastern] Orthodox Church 

has marked the 30th anniversary of the restoration of its patriarchate, 

which existed in the 10th century and again in the 13th and 14th. The cele- 
brations, attended by a score of delegations from other churches and ecumeni- 
cal organisations, also marked the 900th anniversary of the foundation of 

the Batchkovo monastery. 


83.07.67 PROGRAMME TO COMBAT VIOLENCE: General Secretary David Bleakley of 
the Irish Council of Churches has suggested that the World Council of Churches 
consider setting up a "Programme to Combat Violence", which would "match in 
urgency and outreach the imagination, dynamism, and dedication which have 
characterised the Programme to Combat Racism and other WCC emancipation 
programmes." Bleakley, also president of the London-based Church Missionary 
Society, made his suggestion during a session [2 July] at CMS headquarters. 


83.07.68 ESTONIAN EXILE CHURCH: The consistory of the Stockholm-based 
Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Exile is distributing a booklet on 
"the state of the Estonian nation and the church". Entitled "Called to 
Freedom and Charity", the booklet's introduction says that in "supporting 
the endeavours and programmes of the WCC, we would like to present some 
facts and documentation of the present state of affairs in Estonia," which 
became part of the Soviet Union during World War 2. The booklet's intro- 
duction, by Archbishop Konrad Veem, speaks of the "inhuman suppression of 
the Baltic peoples". Both the exile church and the Tallin-based Estonian 
Evangelical Lutheran Church belong to the WCC. 
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ECUVIEW: "Dialogue Decalogue" EPS 83.07.69 


The following "ground rules for interreligtous dialogue" are excerpted from 
the summer 1983 tssue of "Current Dialogue", publication of the World Counetl 
of Churches sub-unit on dtalogue with people of living fatths and tdeologtes. 
Author Leonard Swidler ts editor of the Journal of Ecumentcal Studies. In 
their full form, each of the commandments ineludes addtttonal sentences of 
explanation. Swidler says they are "not theoretical rules, or commandments 
given from 'on htgh', but ones that have been learned from hard experience." 


1. The primary purpose of dialogue is to change and grow in the perception 
and understanding of reality and then to act accordingly. 

2. Interreligious dialogue must be a two-sided project — within each 
religious community and between religious communities. 

3. Each participant must come to the dialogue with complete honesty and 
sincerity. 

4. Each participant must assume a similar complete honesty and sincerity in 
the other partners. 

5. Each participant must define himself. Conversely, the one interpreted 
must be able to recognize herself in the interpretation. 

6. Each participant must come to the dialogue with no hard-and-fast assump- 
tions as to where the points of disagreement are. 

7. Dialogue can take place only between equals. 

8. Dialogue can take place only on the basis of mutual trust. 

9. Persons entering into interreligious dialogue must be at least minimally 
self-critical of both themselves and their own religious traditions. 

10. Each participant eventually must attempt to experience the partner's 

rare " = . 

religion “from within. EPS 

ECUVIEW: "Guidelines for Christian-Marxist Dialogue" EPS635 .O7270 


The following appeared in the summer 1983 tssue of "Current Dialogue", 
publication of the WCC sub-untt on dialogue with people of ltving faiths and 
tdeologtes. They were drafted by Marxists, Christtans, and a Muslim at the 
3-5 December meeting of the 10th Internattonal Sympostum on Peace. 


ile Each participant must come to the dialogue with complete honesty and 
Sincerity and must assume the same degree of honesty and sincerity in 
the dialogue partner(s). | 

pee Each participant must be seen as an individual and also as a representa- 
tive of a certain religious and/or secular world-view. All world-views 
represented in the dialogue must be deemed worthy of respect by the 
participants. 

3. Each world-view must be defined only by a participant upholding that 
world-view, i.e. Christianity must be defined by a Christian and Marxism 
by a Marxist. Participants must state what they perceive their dialogue 
partners to be, but must not make definitive statements about a world- 
view to which they do not subscribe. 


4. Dialogue is not debate where each participant or group is seeking to gain 
victory over the other. It is to be understood as supportive encounter 
in which each participant listens as openly, carefully and sympathetically 
as he/she can to the partner(s), attempting to understand the other world- 
, views represented as precisely and deeply as possible. 


The primary requirement for authentic dialogue is trust. We cannot trust 
sie we do not know. Therefore, in the earliest phase of dialogue we 
unlearn misinformation about each other and begin to know each other as 


we truly are. In the next phase of dialogue we begin to discern values 
1n each other's traditions... 
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ECUVIEW: ''Policing in a Democratic Society - Questions" EPS7'83 0727/1 


The following are ineluded tn a paper ctreulated last month for a stx-person 
ecumenteal study group by the [Angltcan] Church of England soctal responst- 
biltty board. 


Community Policing: Do you know your local police? Would it be possible for 
you to meet them and discover what they think? What would they think, and 
what do you think about the statement 'the police force should give a greater 
degree of attention than at present to crime prevention and should be con- 
cerned not only with offenders, but with potential offenders, working closely 
with others to eliminate the social conditions which lead to crime and help- 
ing to foster an informed debate about crime, and its nature and impact?’ 


Accountability: Going beyond your local police, do you know what your police 
authority's views are? Try to get to know one or two members of your police 
authority. Obtain their names from your local authority or metropolitan 
county offices. Invite them to come and meet you, or take a group to meet 
them. What proposals or machinery currently exist in your area for police- 
community liaison? 


Methods: What arguments could be used to support 'hard' policing methods? 
And what arguments could be used against them? 


Crime: Do you think that crime is increasing in your area, (or in Britain 
generally) or not? How do you arrive at this opinion? Are there crimes that 
you think should be pursued more vigorously, or less vigorously, than they 
seem to be? 


Race Relations: What social problems do you consider particularly affect 
recent immigrants, and which particularly affect long-settled or British-born 
black people? How do such problems affect the police? 


Training: Could you find out how police are trained at the moment, and what 
proposals are current to change their training? Are there changes in police 
training that you would like to see? 


The Different Forms of Order: Do you play a part in any ‘spontaneous order- 
ing’ activities in society? Are there any opportunities for you to do more 
in this direction? 


An Ordering and Disruptive God: Do you agree that law, order and authority 
must always be subordinated to truth, justice and forgiveness? Are there 
circumstances in which these latter must take a back-seat? If so, can you 
envisage ways of preventing authority from continuing to be authoritarian, 
even tyrannical, when the immediate need has passed? 


Limitations of the Law: What scriptural texts or passages influence you most 
in your own reaction to law? 


The Two Faces of Authority: Do you take an optimistic or a pessimistic view 
of human nature? What influences have led you to take that view? Are you 
optimistic or pessimistic about your own nature? How do you check the 
authority that you exercise yourself, at work, in your family or your neigh- 
bourhood? How do you seek to influence those to whom you delegate your 
authority, for instance when you vote for local or national government rep- 
resentatives, or when you join a club or society? 


Truth & Forgiveness: What forgiveness is owed to those who overstep the 
bounds of justice: (a) when they are criminals? (b) when they act in the name 
of law and order? How is (or could be) such forgiveness expressed or orga- 
nised? If perfect justice is unattainable, how best can it be kept before us 
as a goal to which all need to press? EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Ecumenism in Singapore" EPS*83,.07372 


The following ts excerpted from the report of the ecumenical team which 
visited Singapore tn connection with preparation for the World Council of 
Churches assembly, 24 July - 10 August, Vancouver, Brittsh Columbia, Canada. 
(NCCS tn the text ts the Nattonal Counctl of Churches of Stngapore; CCA ts 
the Christtan Conference of Asta.) 


...The general mood of churches' constituency (according to our limited 
experience) is shared by conservatism, charismatic movements, and others who 
advocate the need of a more "holistic" or "comprehensive" approach. Of 
course, it can be immediately perceived that the churches here are distant, 
rather suspicious, and even almost inimical towards the WCC. Some people 
distributed widely the article by the Reader's Digest last August, attacking 
the WCC, and this contributed to the general attitude against the WCC. 
However, these attitudes have roots coming from long time ago, which must 

be seriously analyzed because the situation is being reproduced in many 
other countries of the world. 


In summing up, it is possible to say...that first, the WCC is too far from 
the life of the churches in Singapore; second, that the priorities of the 
WCC have little to do with the priorities of the churches in Singapore; 
third, that the cultural thrust of WCC documents ("predominantly Western") 
does not appeal to the churches to study them; fourth, the churches of 
Singapore do not find themselves expressed through the main concerns of the 
WCC; fifth, that in spite of the fact that in prayer meetings, Protestants, 
Catholics, Charismatics, Evangelicals, etc., are together, this very 
ecumenical fact is not challenging the anti-WCC feeling among churches in 
Singapore. 


Of course, there are exceptions and those who work in the NCCS are among 
them. They are doing very significant work on the basis of their commitment 
to the ecumenical movement. However, they have not always felt the support 
of the WCC in their witness for Christian unity... 


As it was mentioned before, the WCC is understood as a body on which many 
have some idea about, but which is distant and foreign. Similar remarks 

can be made about the relationship between the churches in Singapore and 

CCA. The number of those in Singapore who clearly stand for WCC and CCA is 

a little more than the fingers of our hands. This nucleus is the presence 

of the ecumenical movement in the country, and they face much opposition in 
their witness. WCC should be more ready to strengthen them, to support them 
etc. In this context, it cannot be a surprise if the theme of the....assem- 
bly and other preparations for it, are almost not taken into account at all... 


A programme of ecumenical education is highly needed in Singapore. The 

problem which needs to be faced cannot be limited only to the relations 

between churches and the WCC; it is basically that of how to fulfil the 
ecumenical potential of the people of God in this PLAC cous 
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ECUVIEW: "Wheaton '83" EPS 83.07.73 


Author of the following is Jean Stromberg, associate editor of the Inter- 
nattonal Revtew of Misston, quarterly of the Commisston on World Misston and 
Evangeltsm, part of the Geneva-based World Counctl of Churches. 


"The kingdom of God is a call and a challenge to the church to repent and 
believe the king," proclaimed Peter Kuzmic, pastor and director of the 
Biblical and Theological Institute, Zagreb, Yugoslavia, in an opening plenary 
address on "The Church and the Kingdom of God" at an international conference 
convened [20 June - 1 July] by the World Evangelical Fellowship in suburban 
Chicago. "We are to repent for our evangelical reductionism,...for running 
our churches as if they were human institutions,...for privatizing the Lord 
Jesus...Wherever the biblical vision of the kingdom of God is lost or diluted, 
the church is ill and weak; wherever it is kept in focus, the church is 
healthy and vigorous." 


The 336 participants from sixty countries (over half from Africa, Asia and 
Latin America) heard three other plenary papers on "the nature of the church" 
(Rolando Gutierrez), "the church and its task of world evangelization" (Warren 
Webster), and "the church and its social responsibility" (Tokunboh Adeyemo). 
They then spent the majority of the two weeks divided into three separate 
consultations on "the nature and mission of the church in its local setting", 
"the church in new frontiers for mission", and "the church in response to 
human need". 


...The significance of Wheaton '83 is to be found...in the focus on the church 
and in the attempt to integrate, within a more serious theological under- 
standing of the church, strategies for frontier missions and a growing sense 
of social responsibility. The report from the consultation on the local 
church did not break new theological ground; it is important, however, that 
Evangelicals were discussing the creeds and confessions of the church, seek- 
ing to discover what "it means in our time to affirm that the church is one, 
holy, catholic and apostolic", with several participants calling for more 
expressions of visible unity. 


The sharpest controversies emerged around the issue of para-church/local church 
relationships, especially in discussion of strategies for "reaching the un- 
reached". The numerous and articulate Third World participants did not allow 
the issue to be glossed over. Though Consultation II could not produce a 
report by the end of the conference, the "letter to the churches", as well 

as the reports from Consultations I and III, affirms that para-church groups 
are "servant agencies supplementing the mission of the church to the world." 
Further, such agencies "have a responsibility to relate their ministries to 
the full fellowship of the church." The local church is "the agent of 
mission" in the world. "Every church is called to fulfill the mission in its 
own place and in all the world." 


The consultation on social responsibility was the most carefully prepared and 
planned of the three; it represents another step in an ongoing discussion 
from the Simple Lifestyle Conference (London 1980), and the Consultation on 
the Relationship between Evangelism and Social Responsibility (Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, US, 1982). The consultation makes clear the impossibility of non- 
involvement: Christians either challenge the structures or support them. 

The "letter to the churches" reaffirms the fact that most of the unreached 
people today are poor and getting poorer. "Let us not limit our gospel, then, 
to a message about life after death. Our mission is far more comprehensive. 
God calls us to proclaim Christ to the lost and to reach out to people in the 
name of Christ with compassion and concern for justice and equity."... EPS 


ECUVIEW: "''New Religious Movements’ in North America" EPS 83.07.74 


The following is excerpted from the summer 1983 issue of "Current Dtalogue", 

publication of the World Council of Churehes sub-unit on dialogue wtth people 
of living faiths and ideologies. Author Diana Eck ts assoctate professor of 

Hindu religion at Harvard Universtty. 


...Speaking generally about the context of new religious movements in North 
America, there are four issues we should underline and distinguish: 


1. While some of the new religious movements are genuinely "new" (such as 
EST and Scientology), many more of these movements have ancient roots in the 
Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh, or Muslim traditions and are "new'' only to us. While 
some are almost entirely American in their constituency, others include 
immigrants to the US or Canada from East Asia, India, the Middle East, or 
the Caribbean and are a sign of the genuine diversity of cultural and 
religious diversity held by new citizens of both countries. Thus the 
response of the churches to new neighbours at home is closely related to 

our hopes for dialogue leading to greater understanding and communication 
around the world. 


2. Some of the new religious movements are not rooted in Eastern traditions, 
but in the Christian tradition. Here we might include such movements as the 
Unification Church, the Church Universal and Triumphant, The Way Internation- 
al, and the Local Church. In the literature published by several major 
denominations...the concern for "cults" and "new religions" is continuous 
with their long-held concern to witness and respond to the Mormons, the 
Jehovah's Witnesses, the Christian Scientists, and even the Unitarians - 

all of which have been seen as "cults" in the past and have now moved to the 
status of "denomination", if not by orthodox, by cultural consensus. 


3. The controversy surrounding "new religions" in North America is to a 
great extent legal and political. First, there is the far-reaching question 
of what constitutes a "religion", with the final, legal fourteen-point defi- 
nition of a "religion" set forth by the Internal Revenue Service in the 
United States. Second, there are the allegations that various "cults" 
engage in "brainwashing" or "mind-control". Such allegations have resulted 
in several efforts to pass state laws making it possible for parents to be 
appointed "conservators" of offspring who are no longer minors, in order 
that they might forcibly remove them from a "cult". A third area of legal 
controversy has been over the activities of de-programmers, hired by parents 
to detain their children and "return them to free choice". 


4. It is important to recognize that in some cases new religious movements 
challenge not only the religious convictions of the dominant culture, but 

its ideological convictions. The [WCC] Guidelines on Dialogue make the 

point that "partners in dialogue should be aware of their ideological commit- 
ments". In North America, egalitarian individualism and capitalism easily 
become confused with and identified with Christianity. That someone should 
relinquish his or her individual autonomy to a teacher is repugnant to many 
on ideological, not theological, grounds. That cult members should sing, 


dance, or spend the day in service, rather than "make a living", is also an 
ideological, not a theological, challenge... 
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SHOPTALK: 


The followtng reports are avatlable from the WCC Commtsston on Inter—Church 
Atd, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS), Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, 
Switzerland. 


a) Indta - floods tn Ortssa (No. 3, 19 July) 
b) Argentina - floods (No. 1, 19 July) 
e) Ghana - drought/famtne 1983 (No. 2, 27 July) 


d) Srt Lanka - communal violence 1983 - appeal (1 August) 


SRI LANKA RACIAL VIOLENCE - Ecumenical Press 
WCC ISSUES EMERGENCY APPEAL Service 83.08.01 


GENEVA (EPS) - Following the outbreak in late July of widespread racial 
violence in Sri Lanka, the World Council of Churches has launched an 
emergency appeal for aid targeted at US$ 125,000. The appeal to churches 
and sister agencies around the world went out 1 August via the WCC's 
commission on inter-church aid, refugee and world service (CICARWS). 


Aid is urgently needed to help to feed, shelter and resettle refugees from 
the Tamil minority (approximately 20 per cent of the population). They have 
been forced to flee their homes in Colombo and other major towns to escape 
rioting, looting and killing by Singhalese attackers. Exact numbers of 
those murdered are not yet known. But by the beginning of August up to 
90,000 Tamils were believed to have been left destitute by the riots which 
were sparked off by the killing of 13 Singhalese soldiers near Jaffna on 

23a lu ly. 


Even before the WCC's emergency appeal was launched, CICARWS made an 
immediate grant of US$ 25,000 for relief work on receiving a request for 
assistance from the development commission of the National Christian Council 
of Sri Lanka. Further investigations into priority needs and means of 
meeting them are under way. Says WCC emergencies officer, Nico Keulemans, 
"We are afraid there has been so much destruction and uprooting of people 
that material aid may have to be sent in from outside the country." 


Urgent messages to the Sri Lankan president and to the National Christian 
Council were transmitted from the WCC's sixth assembly meeting in Vancouver, 
Canada [24 July - 10 August]. WCC central committee moderator archbishop 
Edward Scott and general secretary Philip Potter expressed their "profound 
concern" about the violence and pledged full support for efforts for justice 
and national reconciliation. They urged President J.R. Jayewardene ''to 

take all possible steps to instill confidence in the Tamil community and to 
protect lives and properties". 


EPS 


LAST OF ‘SIBERIAN Ecumenical Press 
SEVEN’ LEAVE USSR Service 83.08.02 


VIENNA (EPS) - The last two members of the ‘Siberian Seven', the Pentecosta- 
lists who spent nearly five years. in the US embassy in Moscow, have now been 
allowed to leave the Soviet Union. 


Marie Chmykalov and her son Timothy arrived in Vienna on 18 July with the 
other 13 members of their family. Three weeks earlier their friends, the 
Vaschenko family, had been granted permission to emigrate [EPS 83.07.05]. 
Possible final destinations being considered for the Chmykalovs include 
Britain, Israel, the US or Australia. 


The departure of the two families ends their long wait of over 20 years, 
during which time churches around the world and in the USSR have been 


actively lobbying on their behalf. 


EPS 


DEVELOPMENT PROJECT LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
MURDERED IN SRI LANKA Service 83.08.03 


GENEVA (EPS) - Victims of the present racial violence sweeping Sri Lanka 
(see overleaf) include two leaders of a development programme supported by 
the churches. 


Somasunderan Rajasandaram and S.A. David, the general secretary and 
president of the Gandhiyam Society were among the 17 Tamil political 
detainees reportedly clubbed and knifed to death at Welikada prison, near 
Colombo, by rioting Singhalese prisoners. The two men had been held with- 
out trial since April on allegations of aiding Tamil separatists. They 
were facing continued detention despite an appeal to the Sri Lankan presi- 
dent by Christian Aid, the development arm of the British Council of 
Churches. A medical report received by Christian Aid indicates they were 
both tortured. 


The Gandhiyam Society runs agriculture and health-care schemes to help 
Tamils in the north of Sri Lanka, many of whom have been left destitute by 
previous racial attacks. Church-linked groups in the country collaborate 
with the projects and Christian Aid has helped to fund them since the 
Society's formation in 1976. 


Christian Aid's project officer for Asia, Michael Hawkes, who has worked 
closely with Somasunderan Rajasandaram, said it was a bitter irony that he 
should have been killed through inter-racial riots. "He was dedicated to 
Gandhi's principles of non-violence and he has been promoting the most 
remarkable self-help development work amongst desperately poor Tamil 


communities," Hawkes commented. "It is tragic that such commitment should 
have cost bim- pis, tires.” 


EPS 


HUNGARIAN CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
LEADERS REJECT ATTACKS Service 83.08.04 


BUDAPEST, Hungary (EPS) - Leaders of the Lutheran Church of Hungary are up- 
set at what they see as unjustified slurs on their church and its presiding 
bishop, Zoltan Kaldy, made by "certain church and political circles, press 
services and people from several Western countries". 


A statement signed by Gyula Nagy, bishop of the Hungarian church's northern 
diocese, general secretary Agoston Karner and three other leaders complained 
that criticisms were being directed at the church's theology, diaconal work, 
relationship with the state,and its leadership, particularly that of the 
presiding bishop. These attacks, they stated, threatened to undermine the 
church at a time when Hungary would soon be the host country for the 
Lutheran World Federation's seventh assembly in July 1984. Meanwhile LWF 
general secretary Carl Mau and his department heads held a meeting at which 


they rejected all "speculation and rumours" intended to damage Zoltan Kaldy 
and his church. 


[Taken from Lutheran World Information - No. 26/83] 


EPS 


DIVORCEES CAN MARRY Ecumenical Press 
IN CHURCH SAYS SYNOD Service 83.08.05 


YORK, England (EPS) - At its five-day meeting at York from 11-15 July, the 
general synod of the Church of England approved proposals to allow the 
Marriage in church of divorced persons during the lifetime of a former 
spouse. 


By a comfortable majority the synod approved a procedure for the marriage 
in church of divorced people. In each case the bishop would decide whether 
or not to grant a dispensation after receiving an application from the 
couple's parish priest and referring the case to an inter-diocesan panel of 
advisers. But earlier the synod very nearly decided to shelve the whole 
issue because of the sharp division of opinion within the Church of England 
between those who are not prepared to accept divorce and second marriage 
and those who are. The first group want something like the Roman Catholic 
nullity procedure and the second is happy to leave matters to the discre- 
tion of the parish priest. An amendment expressing the belief that the 
proposed procedure would not be sufficiently acceptable throughout the 
Church and asking the synod's standing committee to think again was only 
narrowly defeated by 211 votes to 233. 


In discussion on church unity, the general synod gave a warm welcome to 

both the final report of the Anglican/Roman Catholic International Commiss- 
ion and the Lima report on baptism, eucharist and ministry drawn up by the 
World Council of Churches. The two documents were being given consideration 
in advance of detailed debate in 1985 and 1986 to enable the Church of 
England to give formal responses to the Anglican Consultative Council and 

to the WCC respectively. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Robert Runcie, underlined the importance of 
linking the two documents. "By holding the two discussions together at 
this stage, we are saying to our Roman Catholic friends that we want to 
bring the protestant traditions with us in our dialogue with Rome," he 
said. It would demonstrate to the British Free Churches that "we are 
looking for wider unity than these islands alone". 


In other business, the synod called on the British government to amend the 
1967 Abortion Act and thereby make it more difficult for women to obtain 
abortions. It also passed the first stage of a measure to enable women to 
be ordained as deacons (and thus be included among the clergy for church 
voting purposes), instead of being deaconesses and classed among the laity. 


EPS 


ORTHODOX WEIGH ROLE Ecumenical Press 
IN US CHURCH COUNCIL Service 83.08.06 


NEW YORK (EPS) - As the US National Council of Churches attempts to reassess 
its role and way of operating, participation of its Orthodox members has 
become a special issue. 


Theologian John Meyendorff of the (predominantly Russian) Orthodox Church in 
America recently wrote in the OCA's'Orthodox Church! that the NCC "does not 
offer, at present, a satisfactory forum for a meaningful witness of the 
Orthodox minority." He recommended that the Orthodox, like the Roman Catho- 
lics, limit their NCC activity to the Faith and Order Commission. 


Rastko Trbuhovich, a Serbian priest serving as consultant to the Faith and 
Order Commission, argued in an interview that Meyendorff's suggestion was 
"regressive'. "But it is a symptom of Orthodox ambivalence toward the 
council," he said. 


NCC President, James Armstrong, has appointed a panel headed by Church of 
the Brethren General Secretary, Robert Neff, to review the total life of 
the council. In June, Neff, Trbuhovich and panel staff officer, Candace 
Weeks, met at the Greek Archdiocesan headquarters here with Andrew Vance, 
a Greek Orthodox layman and NCC vice president, Leonid Kishkovsky, an OCA 
priest, and Paul Schneirla, a priest of the Antiochian Orthodox Church. 
Orthodox hopes for many changes in the NCC were expressed at the meeting. 


The Orthodox contend that Protestants of the NCC make little effort to 
understand their viewpoint. "We Orthodox know something about Protestants, 
but we feel they understand us far less," Trbuhovich said. The Orthodox 
thought more time at NCC meetings should be spent getting to know each 
other, and that the NCC might take affirmative action to employ Orthodox 
staff members. Trbuhovich pointed out that the NCC, whose 31 members 


include nine Orthodox bodies, had never had a full-time Orthodox staff 
member. 


Relationships between theology and social action are a particular concern. 
"The fact that our heart is with Faith and Order has been made very clear," 
Trbuhovich said. The Orthodox also felt that the NCC sometimes adopted 
positions on social issues and then looked for a theological rationale, 
rather than starting from a Christian perspective. 


Like many NCC critics, the Orthodox think the NCC has been unbalanced in 
stressing human rights in the First and Third Worlds, but not in the Second, 
Trbuhovich said. They saw a need for more attention to Eastern Europe. 


Trbuhovich agreed that the Orthodox themselves are partly responsible for 
their marginal participation in the NCC. "We don't have the resources to 
invest in many activities outside our own sphere," he said. 


In an interview last year, Greek Archbishop Iakovos said the Standing Con- 
ference of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), which he chairs, hopes 
to raise funds to make Trbuhovich's NCC position full-time. But that has 
not happened, and Trbuhovich said Antiochian Metropolitan Philip recommended 


that if funds do become available SCOBA should first employ a staff person 
for itself. 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent) a 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church & Secular Sources EPS 83.08.07-12 


83.08.07 ~ NORDIC BAPTIST STUDIES: Six Baptist denominations in four Nordic 
countries are planning joint release later this year of a series of Bible 
lessons destined for adult weekday study groups. 


83.08.08 - LUTHERAN/RC JUSTIFICATION DIFFERENCES: A member of the official 
US Lutheran-Roman Catholic theological dialogue says that in spite of 
"basic commonality", the two traditions differ significantly on the issue 
of "justification by faith". Joseph Burgess, theological studies director 
at the Lutheran Council in the USA, spoke to the annual convention of the 
Catholic Theological Society. The council's news bureau reports that some 
termed his presentation "pessimistic". The dialogue group is expected to 
complete a five-year study of the concept in September and publish its 
findings soon afterwards. 


83.08.09 — NICARAGUAN BAPTISTS' APPEAL: New WCC member church, the Baptist 
Convention of Nicaragua, has sent an appeal for help to the Baptist Churches 
in the US and to the Baptist World Alliance. The church's message asks 
fellow Baptists to intercede on its behalf against President Reagan's 
policies in Nicaragua. "We implore you to double your efforts, considering 
that [Nicaragua's] situation is really critical," the document said. 


83.08.10 - PROTEST AT FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTS: The French government has been 
accused of "egotistic ambition" by the South Pacific Church Conference 
which is demanding a halt to French nuclear tests in their region. The 
accusation was made in a letter sent by the Conference to French President 
Francois Mitterand. A previous request for an end to the tests had been 
made in March, the letter pointed out, "but they still continue and we have 
had another nuclear explosion recently". 


83.08.11 - HOMOSEXUALITY GUIDE: A leaflet on understanding homosexuality 
has been published by the British-based Mothers Union because of increas- 
ing questions it has received on the subject. Already in its fourth re- 
print the guide has provoked "an incredible response" from the 200,000 
members of the union, reports its social concern department. Gay Christian 
groups have also given it a warm welcome. 


83.08.12 - NUCLEAR ESCALATION CONDEMNED: A nuclear strategy based on 
deterrence could be "tolerable" says a new statement from Ireland's 

Roman Catholic bishops. But the present situation, they warned, represented 
not even a balance of nuclear weapons but a steady escalation. "If the 
strategy is based on a seeking of (nuclear) superiority there is an obli- 
gation to change the strategy, even unilaterally," the bishops said. 


EPS 


ECUSUM: "US Churches Maintain Aid to Indochina Despite Red Tape" 83.08.13 


Although the United States government has been at odds with Indochina since 
the communist victories of 1975 in South Vietnam, Cambodia (now Kampuchea) 
and Laos, American churches have found ways to keep serving there. 


Church World Service (CWS), the relief and development arm of the US National 
Council of Churches (NCC), has carried out an extensive program. Work has 
also been done by World Vision, an agency supported largely by conservative 
evangelical churches; American Friends Service Committee, an independent 
agency with support from some Quaker groups, and Mennonite Central Committee, 
a coordinating body for 17 Mennonite and Brethren in Christ groups. These 
agencies have contributed substantial amounts of food, aided development 
projects and interpreted Indochina developments to the US public. 


The CWS program for 1983, according to Southern Asia secretary Lawrence 
Turnipseed, includes an effort to raise US$ 300,000 for medical supplies for 
Vietnam, and plans to spend up to US$ 1 million in Kampuchea. CWS has been 
heavily involved in South Vietnam, and the fall of Saigon on 30 April 1975 
presented a need for making emergency decisions regarding personnel, equip- 
ment and program. 


A coalition of church and other groups operating under the name Friendship- 
ment quickly began sending aid. CWS then decided that the American churches 
should continue to have a relationship with the Vietnamese people, and that 
it should not be marginal, says CWS director, Paul McCleary. In 1978, CWS 
sent a 10,000 ton shipload of American wheat to Saigon to symbolise recon- 
ciliation as well as meet emergency needs. CWS has also sent other aid and 
supported programs of the World Council of Churches. It has sent several 
delegations to maintain personal relationships. 


These ties proved useful after Vietnam overthrew the Pol Pot government of 
Kampuchea in January 1979. CWS got a delegation into Phnom Penh in late 
1979, and has maintained staff there ever since - currently a United Metho- 
dist minister, Dean Hancock, and his wife, Margaret. Overall coordination 
of the Indochina program from a base in Bangkok has been provided by Douglas 
Beane, who has just been succeeded by an American economist formerly working 
with the government of Papua New Guinea, William Dangers. 


In December 1979, CWS organised a coalition of US agencies, Action for Relief 
and Rehabilitation in Kampuchea (AARK), that worked through 1980. Since 
then, CWS has operated independently, though in cooperation with other 
groups. Much of the CWS aid went into Phnom Penh on a World Vision plane 
making flights from Singapore. 


The American Friends Service Committee still supports a Vietnamese rehabili- 
tation center it operated before 1975, and has development projects in Laos 
and Kampuchea. Its Indochina secretary, David Elder, says a principal 
obstacle to its work has been the US government, particularly since Ronald 
Reagan became president. The government has approved of emergency food 
programs, and provided some Agency for International Development (AID) grants 
for these. But under the Trading with the Enemy Act, the government refuses 


to license many items the churches want to send. This often causes lengthy 
delays in shipments eventually approved. 


Over/ 


ECUSUM: ."US, Churches Maintain Aid to Indochina Despite Red Tape" 3 Contd. 


Indochina governments also have their sensitivities. The new Heng Samrin. 
government of Kampuchea was reluctant to let American Christians operate - 
freely among its people. So McCleary arranged for the Cuban Ecumenical 
Council to recruit technicians for work in Kampuchea. A veterinarian, David’ 
Villalonga, and an irrigation engineer, Rodolfo Juarez, were the first Cubans 
to serve. They were succeeded by Oscar Paez and Gustavo Rodriguez. Another 
worker, Arebides Martinez, has gone to set up a veterinary laboratory. 


The US government would not allow CWS to send funds to Cuba to pay salaries, 
so McCleary asked an agency of the West German churches, Dienste in Ubersee, 
to make the payments. When the US government would not allow shipment of 
needed machinery, he persuaded another West German church agency, Evangel- 
ischer Zentralstelle fur Entwicklungshilfe (EZE), to do that. 


Meanwhile, more than 640,000 of the 1.5 million refugees who have come out 

of Indochina since April 1975 have been resettled in the US, mostly by the 
churches. In an effort to alleviate the situation of people fleeing by boat, 
CWS sent a staff member, Michael Myers, to Hanoi for a year to work out an 
orderly departure process. His work has been followed up in Saigon by staff 
of the US Catholic Migration and Refugee Services, and now 1,000 Vietnamese 
per month are leaving legally. CWS also helped work out arrangements for 
bringing Amerasian children from Vietnam. 


McCleary says CWS decided not to undertake an extensive program of service 
to Kampuchean refugees coming across the border into Thailand because it 
would have drawn more people to the camps and damaged relationships with 
the Kampuchean government. Catholic Relief Services, an agency of the US 
Roman Catholic Church, has tended to have an orientation closer to that of 
the US government. It decided that the restrictions imposed by Indochina 
governments were unacceptable, so it has had virtually no program inside 
Indochina since 1975. On the other hand, it has conducted a major service 
program for refugees in Thailand. 


Much of the media criticism of the US National Council of Churches has stem- 
med from the Indochina program. Critics argue church aid helps communist 
governments to reinforce their tyranny, and that church officials whitewash 
human rights abuses as they ask the US government to establish diplomatic 
relations with Hanoi and Phnom Penh, reopen trade and help rebuild their 
societies. 


Bill Herod, CWS consultant, works in Washington getting export licenses, 
monitoring government activity, providing information to the public and 
carrying out other tasks related to Indochina. He says the churches have 
been able to influence government policy only marginally. Lawrence Turnip- 
seed of CWS finds the US political climate now makes his work more difficult, 
although he insists that the Indochina program will continue. A major 
project being worked out currently will involve making US$ 1 million 
available to the Polish Ecumenical Council for purchase of imports needed 

by Poland's pharmaceutical industry. The money will be repaid by the 
sending of US$ 1 million worth of medicines from Poland to Kampuchea. 


Tracy Early (EPS New York correspondent) EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Plea for Participatory Communication" EPS 83.08.14 


The following ts an abridged verston of a statement reprinted in the July 
tssue of the Christtan Conference of Asta's CCA News. It was tssued by 26 
theologteal teachers and workers in Christtan communteatton tnstttuttons tn 
Indta and Sri Lanka. They met at a recent Communtcatton Workshop organtzed 
by the Senate of Serampore College tn Indta. 


Communication is the fabric of life. It is by communication that we become 
what we are, mentally, socially, emotionally and spiritually. Communication 
is also the way in. which God makes himself known to us, and by which we 
respond to God. : 


We are part of a society made up of people of diverse faiths, exposed to 
different but profound experiences of God. This exposure compels us to 
recognize our need to learn from each other's experience. The church in 
our land, however, has largely failed to take positive and concrete steps 
to foster this interfaith dialogue. Furthermore, we are inhibited because 
of deep fears of losing our Christian identity. 


This calls for a major reappraisal of Christian communication in India. 
Meaningful communication between people of different faiths must be based 
on genuine respect for each other's self-understanding and world views. 
Such communication will have to start on the level of the parish or congre- 
gation, thus becoming part of a wider community. There can be, for example, 
common programmes to combat unemployment and mass poverty, a joint strategy 
for fighting organized forms of inhumanity. In India, we are also exposed 
to individuals and groups of people who are committed to working for a just 
and equitable society. As a result of a long established tradition of 
religious people tending to neglect social responsibilities and to support 
the status quo, these people have been alienated by the churches. The task 
before us is to establish new channels of communication and new modes of 
co-operation between them for the common purpose of building up a just and 
equitable society. 


Credible Christian communication with people of other faiths and of secular 
ideologies will, however, ultimately depend on the lives of local Christian 
congregations. As long as Christian congregations remain culturally alien- 
ated, fragmented, caste and class-ridden, they cannot communicate credibly. 
Likewise, Christians lack credibility because of the power conflicts that 

beset our communities. Genuine Christian community and, therefore, genuine 
Christian communication can only exist if "there is neither Jew nor Greek, 


slave nor free, male nor female, because we are all one in Christ Jesus" 
(Gal .3:28).. 


This principle applies equally to the Christians' use of mass media. The 
use of media without the determination effectively to change communities 
and unjust structures in society has a limited value. Furthermore, parti- 
cipation in media which serves the maintenance of the status quo, and thus 
the domination of the politically and economically powerful denying access 
of media to people, will, in terms of the Kingdom, be counter-productive. 
The church should consciously seek to use media to promote participatory 


communication based on Kingdom values. Herein lies a unique challenge for 
the church in India today. 


Christians who wish to communicate with the people of other faiths and other 
ideologies, who are serious about actively participating in the struggle for 
an equitable society and who are eager to make their own congregations 
genuinely Christian communities, will have to give a great deal of themselves. 


For, genuine and credible communication is nothing less than the giving of 
oneself in love. EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Whither the British Free Churches" EPS 83.08.15 


The following ts excerpted from a longer ptece which appeared in the 14 July 
tssue of the London-based Baptist Times. It ts written by Neville Clark, a 
tutor at the South Wales Bapttst College, Cardiff. Looking at trends since 
July 1982 when the Church of England rejected a covenant with Britain's 
Methodist, Untted Reformed and Moravian Churches, Clark discusses the future 
role of the Britttsh Free Churches as a whole. 


..-The world continues to set the agenda for the Free Church demoninations in 
council. Matters that emerge as prime church preoccupations echo national 
stirrings: yesterday South Africa or El Salvador, today disarmament; to- 
morrow.? Methodists and United Reformed were prepared to walk the unilateral- 
multilateral tightrope, and vote policy resolutions. Baptists more cannily 
sent the issue vigorously down to the ecclesiastical Sliop+ELoor 24FA fatthedl 
reflection of denominational differences of "style". 


It is not so clear how far there was similarity of "mood". There does seem 
to come over from Methodists and United Reformed just a whiff of embattled 
fortress. Baptists, on the other hand, a mite more occupied with evangelism 
and church growth, seemed to breathe a more optimistic air. 


But style and mood notwithstanding, the spectre at the non-Baptist feasts 
bore the unmistakable face of that recent messy casualty "Covenanting for 
Union". "No going back", thundered the Methodists. Yet the question is: 
what then? 


Attention was smartly turned towards the British Council of: Churches. Might 
this battered veteran yet save us all? 


If Methodists and United Reformed are now casting the BCC as "the last best 

hope" in the post-covenant situation, Baptists will presumably have to think 
with some seriousness on their own commitment to this ecumenical agency, and 
to be content with moving from alarm at the recent BCC visit to the Vatican 

to greater alarm over any forthcoming rapprochement with the Roman Catholic 

Church in Britain. 


Quite what to do with and about the hallowed organ of Free Church cooperation, 
the Free Church Federal Council, remains largely a matter of embarrassed 
Silence. Certainly the FCFC's secretary gets understandably ruffled by the 
way it is either ignored or given the ecclesiastical runaround. 


Mercifully, Free Church union is not on anybody's agenda. It is a little 
more odd that Baptist uninterest in the practical interrelationship of the 
Free Church seems equally total. It may be that Free Church ecumenism, let 
alone anything vaster, will never stir Baptist hearts while it is sold as a 
Separate concern, an additional point in a programme, one emphasis among 
others, rather than as a dimension within which all policy is set. 


That is why amid all that press release verbiage, one United Reformed sentence 
Stands out as a genuine if indirect pointing to the future. A group was in- 
Structed to prepare constitutional amendments that "would enable us to receive 
as voting members of assembly, synods and district councils' representatives 

of other British churches". Of course, that is a strictly limited operation 
relating to local ecumenical projects. Vastly more important is a principle 
of consultation it shakily enshrines. 


Put another way, when Baptist association secretaries pick up the phone and 
consult their URC and Methodist counterparts with as much naturalness and 
frequency as they contact their area superintendents, Baptist ecumenism in 
"style" and "mood" will have come of age. And the Free Churches may begin to 
find their role. EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Sexism: Third and First World" EPS 83.08.16 


The following ts excerpted from a newly published statement from the stxth 
conference of the Ecumentcal Assoctatton of Third World Theologians, whitch 
met early thts year in Geneva [EPS 83.01.37, 58]. The complete text ts 
avatlable from the EATWOT Secretartat, Box 314 Greenhtlls, Metro Manila, 
Philtpptnes 31138. 


Sexism, understood as the distinct structure of marginalization of women 
within the system of domination, became one of the major issues of the 
conference. It was clear from the start of the discussion that there was 
not a single view of sexism or a unified position against its detrimental 
effects on women and on society as a whole. Among the women themselves, 
those from the Third World were not always comfortable with the First World 
feminists' definition of the issues and strategies for change. When sexism 
was discussed in small all-male and all-female groups, the reaction from 
the male groups ranged from dismissal of the issue as totally irrelevant to 
a genuine self-examination of their own role in perpetuating the patriarchal 
system... 


Sexism is not only a women's issue; it is a men's issue as well. It affects 
both women and men for it concerns the basic fabric of human relationships 

in society. It forces both women and men to operate in narrow spheres, 
preventing them from using their full potential in the struggle to transform 
persons and structures. The patriarchal structures that reinforce sexism, 
assert themselves over women and men alike and must be changed by both. 
Patriarchy is not only an ecomomic and political reality but also a cultural 
one which has been imbedded in the psyches of all human beings. 


Sexism is found in all the traditional patriarchal cultures throughout the 
world which deny women their human and civil rights and divest them of power 
and influence. The oppression of women is a stark reality in the Third 

World where many cultures are strongly patriarchal. But to what extent this 
is an issue for Third World women is to be determined by the Third World 
women themselves. Neither Third World men or First World women can determine 
the Third World women's agenda. Third World women maintain that sexism must 
not be addressed in isolation, but within the context of the total struggle 
for liberation in their countries. However, it must be addressed... 


Feminism in the First World has often not taken seriously racism, class ex- 
ploitation, and imperialism, which it must do if it is to respond adequately 
to women's oppression in the Third World as well as in the First, where most 
women are not middle class and many are not white. However, the contribution 
of First World feminism cannot be underestimated. Feminist analysis has con- 
tributed to the analysis of other forms of oppression through raising the 
question of power in a way it has not been raised before, thus exposing the 
dynamics which allow patriarchal structures to continue. Feminist theology 
has brought a heightened awareness of the need for a different and critical 
exegesis of Scriptures and a new sensitivity to symbols, rituals and community. 


Progressive men in both the First and Third Worlds have not taken sexism 
seriously. They may be progressive in their sociopolitical options but 
remain sexist in their attitudes and practices. They continue to regard 
women as inferior and incompetent. For example, in international conferences 
where women's participation is required, women are often invited because they 
are women and not because they are equally competent participants. Since men 
have had all the privileges, they are not eager to see change in this area... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Church Neutrality & the Struggle Against Racism" EPS 83.08.17 


The following ts excerpted from an address to the general assembly of the 
Presbytertan Church (USA) in June by Anwar Barkat, director of the World 
Counetl of Churches Programme to Combat Ractsm. 


Another major insight gained through the work of the Programme to Combat 
Racism has been that there can be no neutrality in the struggle against 
racism. If we are not on the side of the oppressor through silence, uncon- 
cern, on the pretext of complexities of racism, then we must be on the side 
of those whose humanity and dignity are being violated by the forces of 
racism. 


Racism has brought the world to the brink of disaster. It is a serious 
threat to peace because there can be no peace without racial justice. Those 
who are committed to peace must work to eliminate the forces of racism from 
domestic and international society. Apartheid and racism are the most 
violent systems of organization of society... 


To be obsessed with the danger of nuclear holocast without taking into 
account the threat posed by the violence of racism and apartheid, increasing 
world hunger and deprivation deepened by an arms race of unbelievable 
proportions, and the struggle for strategic resources which is depriving 

the indigenous populations of the world of a livable future, creates a 
serious gap in our understanding. Biblical understanding of peace calls 

for a positive state of justice, health, security and enjoyment of community 
embracing all humanity. Peace requires that all situations of injustice 
which breed violence be eliminated... 


There are 30 million people out of work in the West. The peoples of the 
Third World, who are mostly black, are being crushed by a mountain of in- 
debtedness, and countless people are unemployed and destitute. The majority 
of the desperately poor, illiterate, hungry and sick also happen to be black. 


It is morally offensive when thousands of children are dying every day 
because of starvation and homelessness while over 500 billion dollars are 
wasted away in the name of national defence and national security. It is 
a crisis of major proportions when human survival is at stake. People can 
hardly think of future death by nuclear war, when they experience death by 
the millions today. It is precisely at this point that the struggle 
against racism, economic deprivation and militarism becomes a struggle for 
peace. There can be no neutrality in this crisis. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Letter from New York" EPS 83.08.18 


A matter of three weeks before the escalation of US military engagement in 
Central America, a delegation of some 150 Americans from 31 states flew to 
Nicaragua. 


The visit, arranged by the Carolina Interfaith Task Force on Central America, 
based in Raleigh, North Carolina, was designed to serve as a peace witness 

as well as to give participants a basis of first hand information for their 
campaign to change US policy. After visiting the town of Jalapa, near the 
Honduras border, from 5-6 July, members of the delegation heard a defense of 
President Reagan's policy by the US ambassador in Managua. They then demon- 
strated their disagreement by holding a candlelight vigil in front of the 
embassy. 


When the group returned on 8 July, the Riverside Disarmament Programme 
immediately began backing moves in Congress to cut off funding for the 
"covert" guerilla attacks carried out against Nicaragua from Honduras. 


One member of the delegation was senior minister of New York's Riverside 
Church, William Sloane Coffin. Before leaving for Central America he 
preached a sermon in which he assailed the US government's Nicaragua policy. 
He set the policy in relation to the Old Testament story of King Ahab covet- 
ing Naboth's vineyard, and said President Reagan's complaints about the 
Nicaraguan government paralleled the false charges lodged against Naboth. 


Another preacher at Riverside Church in July was Randolph Taylor, first 
moderator of the newly-formed Presbyterian Church (USA). Taylor, pastor of 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, headed the 
representatives of the Presbyterian Church in the United States. (Southern) 
in the negotiations leading to merger with the United Presbyterian Church 
in the USA. The merger plan was approved 10 June by the general assemblies 
of both churches meeting simultaneously in Atlanta, Georgia. It healed a 
split dating from the 1861-65 Civil War. At Riverside, Taylor said the 
reunion would enable Presbyterians to witness that "the war is over". But, 


he said, the new church should go further as a witness to peace and declare, 
"war itself is over", 


In what has been, and will continue temporarily to be the United Presbyter- 
ian headquarters in New York, Frederick Wilson, staff executive for ecumen- 
ical relations, says Atlanta delegates were aware that concentration on 
Presbyterian unity could damage ecumenism. But he said the tone of the 
meeting was not narowly chauvinistic or acclaiming "Jean Calvin uber alles". 


The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York recently concluded a four-month 
exhibition of 227 Vatican art works. Cardinal Terence Cooke, a museum 
trustee, helped secure approval from Pope John Paul II for the event. It 
was the first time the Vatican had ever let a large number of its treasures 
go abroad. Some critics said transporting and handling these art works, 
some of them quite fragile, involved excessive risk. There were also 
technical criticisms of the exhibition concept and the way it was carried 
out. However, Philippe de Montebellow, museum director, brushed aside the 
critics and at the end pronounced the exhibition a Satisfying success. He 
Said no previous exhibition at the museum had generated so many letters of 


appreciation. It is now being shown in Chicago and will later go to San 
Francisco before returning to Rome. 


Tracy Early, (EPS New York correspondent) 
EPS 
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SHOPTALE: 


S.A. David, prestdent of the Gandhtyam Soctety tn Srt Lanka who was belteved 
killed tn Weltkada prtson [EPS 83.08.03] ts now understood not to have dted 
tn the ractal attack in which hts colleague Somasunderan Rajasandaram 


pertshed. He ts thought to be tn detentton elsewhere tn the country. 


EPS 83.09.03 - Inter-fatth couples' communton plea - 'Shartng Communton' ts 


edited by Ruth Reardon and Melante Finch and published by Collins at £2.95. 


CHURCHES SHELTER Ecumenical Press 
RACE-HATE VICTIMS Service 83.09.01 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (EPS) - Destitute Tamil families, some of the victims of 
Sri Lanka's racial violence, are being sheltered by the churches. Congre- 
gations in and around the captial of Colombo are caring for approximately 
1,000 families in the aftermath of the horrendous wave of attacks by the 
Singhalese majority on the Tamil minority. The officially admitted death 


toll stands at 300 and some 90,000 people were driven from their homes. 


The Methodist church in Colombo has turned its compound into a refugee camp. 
There the Tamil families themselves contribute towards half the emergency 
supplies while the church, voluntary agencies and the government contribute 
the rest. Two camps run by the Anglican church have also been set up in 


the city. 


A number of church buildings, offices and hostels were burned down in ‘the 
street violence, described by one church representative as "organized 


destruction" directed against the Tamil community and against anyon 


(Dd 


thought 


to have any involvement with it. 


The churches' efforts to feed and shelter refugees are being co-ordinated 
by a team from the National Christian Council of Sri Lanka, assisted by 
funds from the World Council of Churches’ emergency appeal [EPS 83.08.01]. 
A high priority is to help those refugees whose homes are still standing to 
return and resettle as soon as it is safe. But there are still countless 
people in Colombo who have lost everything and have no relatives to go to 
so the churches are afraid they may have to maintain longer-term camps. 
Meanwhile the problems of security of the refugees is causing great concern 


and there are fears of renewed outbreaks of violence. 


EPS 


EVIDENCE OF NUNS' Ecumenical Press: 
MURDER "IGNORED" Service 83.09.02. 


WASHINGTON (EPS) - Lawyers representing the families of four churchwomen 
murdered in El Salvador over two years ago have accused the Reagan govern-= ” 
ment and the Salvadoran authorities of dragging their feet in their handling. «- 


of investigations into the case. 


The Lawyers Committee for International Human Rights acting for the families - 
says that the Salvadoran authorities have shown no interest in obtaining 
evidence that higher-ups in the Salvadoran military ordered the shootings. 
It was becoming clear, the lawyers said, that "no-one will ever be success-— 


fully prosecuted for these crimes". 


Maryknoll sisters Ita Ford and Maura Clarke, working in the refugee resettle- 
ment project of the San Salvador archdiocese, Ursuline nun Dorothy Kazel, and 
lay missionary Jean Donovan, were the churchwomen who died. Five low-ranking 
national guardsmen charged with the killings last year claimed they were act- 
ing on the orders of superiors. Michael Posner of the Lawyers Committee says 
the lawyers have "serious doubts" as to whether even these soldiers will be 


brought to trial before 1984. 


The families' legal representatives made three fact-finding visits to El: 
Salvador, the most recent in July. They informed the State Department that 
the Salvadoran authorities had failed to pursue three important items of 
evidence. At a meeting with the Assistant Secretary of State for Inter- 


American Affairs they urged that the US government work with the Salvadorans 


to push inquiries forward. 


- 


Early on in the case, Michael Posner pointed out, the US administration 


attacked the motives of the churchwomen Saying that they were siding with 


left-wing guerrillas. Repeated official assurances that investigations were 


progressing "were not in good faith", he believed. He called the nuns' case 


a "symbol for more than 34,000 civilian deaths in El Salvador over the past 


18 months. 


(Taken from a report by Religious News Service, New York) 


EPS 


INTER-FAITH COUPLES' EPS 83.09.03 
COMMUNION PLEA 


LONDON (EPS) - An urgent plea to the Roman Catholic bishops of England and 
Wales to. allow a non-Catholic husband or wife to receive communion in certain 
circumstances comes in a book just published in the UK. Entitled "Sharing 
Communion" it is a survey of 80 marriages between members of different denomi- 
nations carried out by the Association of Interchurch Families. 


Couples with a high degree of church commitment, the book shows, find it 
particularly distressing to be separated at the eucharist, especially on 


major occasions such as their own wedding and their children's first communion 
and confirmation. 


Other churches are normally happy to welcome Roman Catholics to communion, 
except in certain cases where Anglican clergy do not wish to jeopardize the 
good relations they have built up with their Catholic colleagues. Official 
vatican policy, however, has always been against such intercommunion. In 
1980 the Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales turned down the request 
of the National Pastoral Congress for non-Catholic spouses to be admitted to 
communion on major occasions. Their reason was that communion, as the symbol 
of unity, could not be used as a means of achieving it. 


"Sharing Communion" makes clear nonetheless that this situation is gradually 
changing. More inter-church couples are receiving communion together in each 
other's churches, either without having asked for official permission, or 
after permission has been granted. 


In the book's conclusions, pioneer Catholic ecumenist Father John Coventry [SJ] 
argues that intercommunion "may not be used indiscriminately for the restora- 
tion of unity (but) may be used with discrimination". He describes inter- 
church families as "a small qualitative force for unity, already living a 
measure of unity well beyond that which their churches enjoy". 


EPS 
ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.09.04-05 
83.09.04 -— "ALTERNATIVE TOURS" IN HONG KONG: To help interested visitors 


"Share the life situations of typical Hong Kong residents", the Hong Kong 
Christian Council is launching “alternative tours" of working class neigh- 
bourhoods and church-run community projects. Trips include bus rides around 
the neighbourhoods and the chance to meet people in day-care and vocational 
training centres. c 


83.09.05 -. CATHOLICS HONOUR INDIAN SAINT: A delegation of 18 Seminole 
Indians recently attended a Mass in native dress in the Catholic Archdiocese 
of Miami to help celebrate the feast day of Kateri Tekawitha, known as the 
"Lily of the Mohawks" Catholic mission activity among the Indians has 
traditionally been pe cneretes in northern and central Florida where as 
early as 1549 at Tampa Bay and as late as 1704 in Tallahassee, several 
hundred Indians died defending their Catholic faith. 


EPS 


ECUSUM: "Church Consultation Challenges Drug Companies" Beppe ak 


The following ts based on an ttem in EKD Bulletin No. 2, 1983, published by 


the Evangelteal Church in Germany. 


Drug company representatives and development action groups critical of the 
companies' business practices in the third world came face to face recently. 


at a church consultation in the Federal Republic of Germany. 


Campaigns which have been run for over a year in the country by the federal © 
congress of development policy action groups (BUKO), prompted Protestant and ° 
Catholic churches belonging to Joint Conference on Church Development to. 


hold a meeting on "Drugs for the Third World". 


Both BUKO and representatives of the German pharmaceutical industry were 
invited and BUKO raised a number of serious accusations. It argued that in 
poor countries many of the medicines marketed by the transnational drugs 
corporations were not adapted to local health care needs and were often 
superfluous, that preparations were frequently sold which are banned in the 
Federal Republic because of possible harmful side effects, that branded. 
drugs are often over-priced and that the market power of the transnationals 


largely blocked the emergence of independent local drugs manufacturers. 


The pharmaceuticals industry is big business in the FRG, having an mie 
turnover of nearly six billion dollars (US) and employing 73,000 people. 
Strong protests against BUKO's public campaigning on the drugs issue have 
come from the German Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association. At the 
consultation the industry's representatives undertook to discuss 6). ee 
cases with their critics and to try to rectify problems. They also said 
they would be willing to assist with the setting up of national pharmaceuti- 


cal manufacturing in third world countries. 


But few major differences were resolved in the explosive debates. The 
industry refused to accept the idea of the range of medicines on the market 
being restricted to the 244 on the World Health Organisation's list of 
"essential drugs". Industry representatives present argued that developing 
countries could not be dictated to about what they should and should not 


import and that the choice of drugs should be left to the national health 


authorities of these countries. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Churches' Divestment Call to American Corporations" Eps 83.09.07 


The followtng are extracts from a letter sent in June by the Lutheran Church 
tn America to 26 US corporattons tn whteh the LCA board of penstons has 
stock, urging divestment of all the corporattons' holdings tn South Afrtca. 
Wrttten by Kenneth C. Senft, executtve dtrector of the LCA's diviston for 
misston tn North Amertea: tt ts part of a new, hotly debated divestment 


drtve by the church. 


"For years we have supported the position that while American corporations 
can do little to influence the policies of the South African government, 
they can and generally do provide leadership for other companies in their 


treatment of black employees and families..." 


"We (now) feel that the gain for black employees of US corporations is not 
sufficient to counterbalance the implicit support US corporations provide 


to the current apartheid regime in South Africa." 


...'There is little evidence that Prime Minister Botha, whatever his good 
intentions may be, has the political support to bring about a significant 
change in the apartheid system, which is abhorrent to us all. Nor is there 
any evidence that South Africa intends soon to withdraw from its illegal 
occupation of Namibia. An increasing number in this church believe that 
the US government's policy of ‘constructive engagement’ is perceived by 
certain groups in South Africa as an unwillingness to exert any significant 


pressure upon their government for change. 


Because South Africa does want to maintain its economic ties with the United 
States, it appears to us that the only available action which would provide 
some leverage for Prime Minister Botha to bring about change would be for 
American corporations to begin a process of divestment of their operations 
in that country. We recognize the radical nature of this plea but we are 
deeply concerned that the situation is at such a point where only highly 


visible actions will provide the means for significant change." 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Ecumenical Fellowship" EPS 83.09.08 


The following first appeared tn the monthly news service of the Nattonal 
Counetl of Churches in Wew Zealand. Author John Bluck ts a New Zealand 
Anglican priest who ts communication director for the Geneva-based World 
Counetl of Churches. 


When I was young and New Zealand still understood itself to be an equali- 
tarian land, the question "Who do you think you are?" was part of everyone's 
standard vocabulary. Its chief use was for levelling those who were 
getting above themselves; either pretending to be more than they were 
(which prompted a commendable call for greater modesty) or more than they 
ought to be (the response to which had less to do eee loving your neighbour 
than keeping he or she much the same as you). 


Perhaps because of that ambiguity, I had put the question away in my back 
pocket. But these days, I have to take it out again. 


Because it's the question that the ecumenical movement at every level 
increasingly has to ask itself as churches world wide find ecumenical 
fellowship and the demands it makes more difficult. 


With rare exception, churches have been careful to ensure that ecumenical 
councils of any sort have no authority, save that inherent in what they say 


and do. And ecumenical councils have tended not to argue too much about 
claiming more status, but got on with the job of simply being what in fact 
they are, which is fellowships or communities of churches. Formally 


speaking, the last full ecumenical council finished in 787. 


Now "fellowship" is a soft word in our vocabulary. It speaks of warmth and 
hospitality, piety and tea. The ecumenical movement has challenged that 
softness by throwing us into fellowship with liberation movements, Orthodox 
monasteries, political prisoners and Pentecostal preachers, land right 
activists and status-quo pacifists. 


The ecumenical fellowship is not only uncomfortable and unfamiliar. It is 
also awkward in reminding us that as we grow taller in our understanding of 
how much we have in common as churches, our commitment to seriously working 
and sharing together remains stunted. 


So when you ask the ecumenical fellowship who it thinks it is - the answer 
comes back as something larger than you might expect. The post-war 
experience of churches meeting and sharing together world wide (churches 
that didn't speak to one another before, except to pinch one another's 
converts) - that experience is ‘enough to be sure that churches can't afford 
to pray, let alone act, in isolation any more (regardless of how they voted 
last time round on union). 


Next time you hear some ecumenical council/association/campaign, or whatever, 
seeming to speak in a way that claims too much for itself, it may be that 

the real issue at stake is what we mean by "fellowship". The word is a 
costly one for the ecumenical movement. Because to belong together 


(especially when you include those who are usually left out) is to change 
who you think you are. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: ‘Letter from London" EPS 83.09.09 


Attempts to restore the death penalty in Britain have been thrown out for 
the foreseeable future by a decisive parliamentary vote in July. While a 
major factor in this was undoubtedly the opposition to hanging by experts 
concerned with the administration of justice, equally striking has been the 
virtual unanimity of the British churches in condemning any move to bring 
back capital punishment. 


Capital punishment was abolished here in 1969 after having been initially 
suspended as a five-year experiment. Earlier in 1957 Parliament introduced 
a distinction between capital and non-capital murder with the death penalty 
applying only to the former. 


The Church of England's general synod voted by the overwhelming majority of 
407 to 36 with 10 abstentions to deplore the re-introduction of capital 
punishment into the United Kingdom's sentencing policy. Its vote came just 
the day before the House of Commons' debate. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie told the synod that re-introducing the death penalty would 
"make Britain unique among the countries of Western Europe, while linking 
us with a small band of states who do use death as a normal part of the 
judicial apparatus". Earlier, the archbishop said that to give the state 
the right to take life as a normal part of the judicial process was to give 
it powers that were too Godlike. 


The Roman Catholic bishops" conference unanimously opposed the re-introduc- 
tion of the death penalty. They expressed their belief that this would be 
damaging and dehumanizing to the whole of society and said they were not 
convinced that legalized killing had been shown to be an effective means of 
controlling violence. 


The general secretary of the British Council of Churches Philip Morgan wrote 
to all members of Parliament at the executive committee's request to express 
the BCC's total opposition to the re-introduction of the death penalty. 

"The judicial taking of life as a penalty for murder does not enhance the 
sacredness of human life but further devalues it," he wrote. "We oppose the 
use of capital punishment as a retributive measure.'' Pointing to the "sub- 
stantial doubt" whether capital punishment had any significant deterrent 
effect, he said: '"On the other hand, we know that conviction and execution 
of the innocent has taken place in the past." 


The Methodist Conference voted by 600 to four to urge MP's to resist any 
call for the re-introduction of capital punishment, which it called "totally 
unacceptable in a humane society". The executive of the United Reformed 
Church - whose general assembly had met before the Conservative Party's 
landslide win in the June general election made the return of the death 
penalty a credible possibility - firmly endorsed the British Council of 
Churches’ stand. 


An additional factor in the debate was the question of Northern Ireland, 

with calls from sections of the Protestant community for the restoration of 
capital punishment to cope with killings by the Provisional IRA. But such 
calls were strongly resisted by, among others, the Northern Ireland Secretary 
James Prior. The Roman Catholic bishops with dioceses wholly or partly in 
Northern Ireland said that in the special circumstances of Northern Ireland 
re-introducing the death penalty would be "disastrous" and would "gravely 
exacerbate an already dangerous and explosive situation". 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) 
EPS 


ECUPAST: EPS 83.09.10 


September, 1958 


Reports of the World Council of Churches Central Committee meeting in Nyborg, 
Denmark, created some controversy by raising the issue of nuclear war. A 
study document, ‘Christians and Prevention of War in-an Atomic Age', dis- 
cussed the possibility of limited atomic warfare, the justification of 
surrender on an enemy's terms and the prospects of non-violent resistance. 
In other business, the Committee expressed deep concern over the situation 
in Cyprus and agreed to send a fraternal delegation to visit church 
authorities in the island. Approval was expressed for the work of the 
delegation that met Russian Orthodox representatives in Utrecht. The 
Russian Orthodox Church was invited to send observers to future Central 
Committee meetings. In response to the controversy within WCC member 
churches in Hungary, the Committee decided to moderate its response to 
charges of complicity in the 1956 Hungarian revolt to one of "misrepresen- 
tation’. The charges were made by the Hungarian government against the 
churches and the World Council... 


In Madagascar, a council of churches separate from mission societies was 
set up, replacing the Intermissionary conference... 


Britain's Lambeth conference of the Anglican Church expressed its clear 
commitment to Christian unity in the form of a ‘fresh statement of our 
convictions’. Reviewed at Lambeth was the progress of the Church of South 
India, formed by a union of Anglicans, Presbyterians, Methodists and Congre- 
gationalists. The conference also welcomed the creation of a unified church 
in Ceylon and North India/Pakistan... 


Holding its fourth world meeting, in Potchefstroom, South Africa, was the 
Reformed Ecumenical Synod, including church representatives from Europe, 
Africa and the US. The synod adopted major statements on race relations 
and modern warfare, the former condemning racism, the latter calling for 
war only as a last resort to promote righteousness and administer justice 
Since war ‘usually gives rise to sinful practices’. 
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SHOPTALK: 


The full text of the 1983 grants approved by the Spectal Fund to Combat 
Raetsm [see EPS 83.09. ] ts avatlable on request. 


The following reports are avatlable from the WCC Commisston on Inter—Church 
Atd, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS), Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


a) Indta - drought - 1983 (No. 1, 1 September) 


b) French Polynesta - cyclones 1983 (No. 2, 31 August) 


The Statement on the Middle East approved by the World Counetl of Churches 
Stxth Assembly as submitted to the Internattonal Conference on the Questton 
of Palestine by the World Counetl of Churches and the Middle East Counetl 
of Churches, non-governmental organitzattons accredited to the Conference, 
ts avatlable on request. 


1983 SPECIAL FUND EMBARGO: 12°-GMT Ecumenical Press 
RACISM GRANTS 15 SEPTEMBER 1983 Service 83.09.11 


GENEVA (EPS) - Forty-three groups in 18 countries on six continents are 
sharing US$ 446,000 in grants this year, as allocated from the special fund 
of the World Council of Churches Programme to Combat Racism [PCR]. More 
than half of the money goes to four southern African organizations, all of 
which have received PCR grants in the past: The African National Congress 
[ANC] gets US$ 70,000 "for medical care, agricultural, educational and legal 
services for its people now living in frontline states". Amidst increasing 
internal support for the ANC during the past two years, South African 
government pressure against its supporters has grown equally, resulting in 
an increased refugee population from South Africa. 


The Pan African Congress of Azania gets US$ 50,000 for news and information 
services counteracting South African propaganda, and for legal aid towards 
the trials of some of its prominent members. The third and largest grant, 
US$ 105,000, is to the South West Africa People's Organization [SWAPO], 
recognized as the sole representative of the Namibian people by the inter- 
national community. Endorsed by the All Africa Conference of Churches and 
the Organization for African Unity, SWAPO has asked for financial assistance 
to provide legal aid, humanitarian aid, assistance to families and depend- 
ents of those who have lost their lives, or who have been arrested, 
imprisoned, detained or disappeared. 


The fourth grant, US$ 10,000, goes to the South African Congress of Trade 
Unions to assist black workers in obtaining their lawful union rights. 
While this last organization was not on the 1982 list of grants, the three 
others each received an increase of US$ 5,000 over last year's allocations. 


Special fund grants were adopted by the WCC's Central Committee in 1969 as a 
measure to help organizations actively engaged in combating racism in its 
various forms. Since 1970 US$ 5,710,500 has been allocated by the special 
fund. Among the criteria governing the grants are that "the purpose of the 
organizations must not be in conflict with the general purpose of the WCC" 
and that the grants are made "without control of the manner in which they 
are spent, and are extended as an expression of commitment by the WCC to the 
cause of economic, social and political justice which these organizations 
promote". [See Ecutext 83.09.22] 


Grants from the fund are covered by designated contributions from WCC member 
denominations, local congregations, councils of churches, missions, ecumeni- 
cal groups, individuals and the governments of Sweden, Norway, the Nether- 
lands and Bermuda. At the WCC Sixth Assembly just held in Vancouver, Canada, 
delegates from member churches offered their continued support to the PCR 
and its pattern of grant distribution to racially oppressed peoples. 


The remainder of the 1983 grants were distributed by continent as follows 
(all figures are in US dollars): Asia, one group, 11,500; Australia, 

four groups, 30,000; Europe, six, 30,000; Latin America, three, 23,000; 
North America, six, 40,000. A total of 19 support groups scattered through- 
out twelve countries received US$ 76,500. Except for two groups, the French 
Anti-Apartheid Movement (US$ 3,500) and the Patrice Lumumba Coalition in the 
USA (US$ 2,000) all had benefited from grants in the past. 


All four Australian organizations are first-time receivers of special grant 
funds, to benefit Aboriginal peoples, and two of them are women's groups. 


EPS 


SPECIAL FUND GRANTS EMBARGO: 12 GMT Ecumenical Press 
TO AUSTRALIA 15 SEPTEMBER 1983 Service €3.09.12 


Of the 43 grants from the World Council of Churches special fund to combat 
racism, totalling US$ 446,000 in 1983, as announced this month, five went 

to organizations in Australia. Four of them are first-time receivers of 
this fund, established in 1969 to help organizations who are actively 
combating racism and promoting the cause of economic, social and political 
justice. When organizations are based in white and affluent majority 
countries, only groups whose political involvement precludes help from other 
local sources are considered. Other Australian groups have received help 
from the PCR fund in the past. This year's new recipients are: 


Aboriginal and Islander Development Fund, Sydney: US$ 10,000 to help 
strengthen the Aboriginal Advisory Group who alerts the churches to 
policies affecting the Aboriginal people, and.among others to raise the 
churches' consciousness in regard to land rights. 


Federation of Aboriginal Women, Victoria: US$ 8,000 to assist their 
Aboriginal Women's Action Group, not eligible for governmental funding, 
to help Aboriginal women making their voice heard, especially on social, 
family, land, economic and cultural matters. 


Pitjantjatjara Women's Council, Alice Springs: US$ 5,000 towards 
producing a newsletter Minyma Tjutaku Ara to present a positive image 
of the Aboriginal people. 


Townsville Aboriginal and Islander Media Association, Queensland: US$ 
7,900 to strengthen the organization, which aims to give accurate in- 
formation about the Aboriginal people and project their language and 
culture to unify various tribes and Islander groups. 


Also receiving US$ 3,500 is the Campaign against Racial Exploitation in 


Kensington Park, South Australia, a support group who has been a beneficiary 
of the PCR grant before. 


EPS 
CHURCH RACISM GRANTS EMBARGO: 12 GMT Ecumenical Press 
TO LATIN AMERICA 15 SEPTEMBER 1983 Service 83.09.13 


All three Latin American recipients of this year's special fund grants 
distributed by the World Council of Churches Programme to Combat Racism 
are receiving such aid for the first time. As announced this month, 43 
groups in 18 countries are sharing US$ 446,000 in 1983. Organizations in 
Brazil, Peru and Bolivia receive a total of US$ 23,000: 


Agricultural and Cattle Cooperative 17 December of the Huacullani 
Community in Bolivia, US$ 8,000 to develop an infrastructure for 
the defense of their land from encroachments by the Bolivian government. 


Union ‘of Indigenous Nations in Brazil, US$ 12,000 to strengthen its 
organization to defend their land rights by extending their union to 
include over 150 Indian nations. 


Yuyachkani Cultural Group in Peru, US$ 3,000 to help Indian people 


to discover their national and cultural identity through theatre, 
workshops and exhibitions. 


The largest 1983 grant went to the South West Africa People's Organization 
(SWAPO), US$ 105,000 to assist this 23-year old national movement "to seek 
total liberation from racist South Africa's illegal military and political 
occupation". SWAPO is accepted as the sole representative of the Namibian 
people by the international community. 


EPS 


WCC MESSAGE TO Ecumenical Press 
NCC IN KOREA Service 83.09.14 


GENEVA (EPS) - On the eve of memorial services for the victims of the Korean 
airline tragedy on 1 September, the World Council of Churches sent the 
following message to the Korean churches, via the General Secretary of the 
National Council of Churches in Korea: 


"The World Council of Churches expresses its shock at the destruction of a 
Korean airliner and the tragic loss of 269 lives during the flight from New 
York to Seoul on 1 September. We are appalled at the blatent violation and 
abuse of basic accepted international agreements guaranteeing safety of 
Pivalian Air, trarsic. 


This tragedy demonstrates the disastrous human consequences produced by 
national policies of confrontation and the urgent need to reduce tension in 
the North East Asia region. 


We associate ourselves with demands for an independent international investi- 
gation by competent bodies in order to bring to light all the facts and the 
consequences to be drawn from them by the international community. 


Please convey to the bereaved our condolences and to the member churches and 
through them to the people of Korea our profound distress. Be assured of 
our continuing support and prayers." 


EPS 


CHRISTIAN UNITY Ecumenical Press 
AND COVENANTING Service 83.09.15 


LONDON (EPS) - Roman Catholics in England and Wales are being encouraged to 
work for Christian unity at the local level by entering into local covenants 
with the other churches in their area. A booklet called "Local Churches in 
Covenant" which urges Roman Catholic parishes to share as much as possible 
of their life and work with other Christian churches has been published by 
the Ecumenical Commission of England and Wales with the approval of the 
Bishops" Conference. 


"Tt is in the places where they live that Christians must express the very 
real unity that they already have and seek to increase it, and together find 
the best way of serving others," said the booklet. It quoted the fundamental 
principle first formulated at a faith and order conference at Lund, Sweden, 
in 1952 that "Christians in their separation should do everything together 
except what conscience forces them to do apart". 


In one of the three examples of local covenants cited by the booklet the 
Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist, United Reformed and Baptist churches of 
Sherborne, Dorset, in 1977 affirmed their belief in one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism and covenanted together "for an initial period of five years to do 
together all that we can, and not to do apart what we should do together, 
and to continue to work and pray for the reconciliation and unity of the 
whole church in our land and throughout the world". 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS. 83.09. 16-20 


83.09.16 DOREEN POTTER SCHOLARSHIP FUND: A capital fund to encourage both 
research and composition of church music has been established by the out- 
going WCC Executive Committee at the Sixth Assembly. The Doreen Potier 
Scholarship Fund will be placed under the trusteeship of a Board working in 
collaboration with the WCC's scholarships office. The interest of the Fund 
will be used to provide financial support for selected students. Doreen 
Potter, Jamaican born, devoted her life and musical talents to the ecumeni- 
cal movement. She was responsible for the Full Music Heat eign of Cantate 
Domino in 1980, shortly before her death. 


83.09.17 DIED: FORMER FIJIAN METHODIST HEAD: Former president of the 
Methodist Church of Fiji, the Rey. Setareki Tuilovoni, died in Sydney in 
August. He was 66 years old, and held the post of president twice. 

Mr. Tuilovoni was awarded an MBE in 1960 and he became involved in the 
ecumenical movement as early as 1947. Until 1974, for seven years, he was 
secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches. At the time of his death 
he had a parish of the Uniting Church in Australia at Wellington, New South 
Wales. 


83.09.18 COUNSELLORS CONDEMN RACISM: At the International Congress on 
Pastoral Care and Counselling held in San Francisco in August this year, 
Black African pastors together with 400 other pastors and pastoral psycholo- 
gists met under the theme "Symbols and Stories in Pastoral Care". Recogniz- 
ing the difficult situation of their South African brothers and sisters, 
they called upon pastoral counsellors all over the world to denounce racism 
and apartheid, and recommend that this whole issue be given special concern 
at their next international congress, to be held in Australia in 1987. 


83.09.19 GOOD NEWS IN BIRMINGHAM DIOCESE: What is believed to be the first 
Good News Asian Church established outside India by an Asian Christian con- 
gregation has recently been dedicated in a Birmingham, England, diocese. 

The target of £35,000 faced by the 200-strong congregation four years ago 
impelled the Hindu and Sikh communities in the area to contribute funds to 
the new church, and they are now represented in the congregation. According 
to a report in the Guardian parts of each. service from the Alternative 
Service Book will be in English, Urdu and Punjabi. The dedication was 
attended by representatives from all the major Christian denominations, 


bishops from North India and Pakistan and financial supporters from Hindu 
and Sikh temples. 


83.09.20 SHOOTING - INQUIRY DEMANDED: After the shooting of Philippine 
opposition leader Benigno Aquino at Manila airport in late August, the 


World Council of Churches sent the following cable to Philippine President 
Ferdinand E. Marcos: 


"Deeply concerned over killing under mysterious circumstances of opposition 
leader Benigno Aquino at Manila airport while under security escort. WCC 
joins call of international community for full inquiry into the murder and 


early publication of results and pleads again for basic human rights of 
Filipino people." 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Reflections on Amsterdam '83" EPS 83.09.21 


L.A. Yuzon, Secretary for Misston and Evangelism at the Christtan Conference 
of Asta based in Singapore, attended Amsterdam '83, the conference sponsored 
by the Billy Graham Evangeltstie Assoctatton in Amsterdam, Netherlands, in 
July. Following are excerpts from hts article on the meeting published in 
CCA News, August 1983: Reflecttons on Amsterdam '83. The author potnts out 
that the conference sought to train and equtp itinerant evangelists for the 
task of proclaiming the Good News effectively, and that the programme of . 
activittes provided ample opportuntties for attaining that purpose. . Graham's 
and other speakers messages, he writes, served to insptre, mottvate, challenge 
and instruct partictpants, most of "evangelical" persuaston, although. there 
were also representatives from the "ecumenical" tradition. The meeting 
"proceeded wtth the prectston of a quartz watch, and the addresses high- 
lighted in simple Language the baste prinetples of evangelism. . The lusty 
cheers, hearty 'Hallelujahs' and 'Amens' showed that the messages were. 
getting home...The emphasts on the practtcal aspects of evangelism.was.the 
main area of strength of Amsterdam '83...At the same time, however, that was 
also a source of some of tts sertous weaknesses." 


..A brief address by Dr. J. Verkuyl dealt with four aspects of evangelism, 
namely, proclamation, service (diakonia), fellowship (koinonia) and partici- 
pation in the struggle for justice. Dr. Verkuyl said that in each of these 
the communication of the Good News takes place. He added that their order 
of priority depends upon prevailing situations, but in any of these, all 
the other three are implied. Dr. Graham commended Dr. Verkuyl but added 
that he did not agree with some of what the latter had said. Judging by 
what he said on other occasions, Dr. Graham's reservations seem to have 
been about Dr. Verkuyl's suggestion that the active pursuit of justice con- 
stitutes evangelism and may have, on occasion, priority over verbal procla- 
mation of the Gospel. For Dr. Graham, winning souls to Christ is primary 
and service, (not social action), is secondary. In fact, at the Conference 
"social responsibility", was the term explicitly preferred over "social: 
action". Both Dr. Graham and Dr. Verkuyl raised fundamental issues: But 
there was limited time, if any to draw out their implications. 


Billy Graham spoke of evangelism in our perilous times when nations have at 
their disposal awesome weapons of mass destruction. For Graham, the quest 
for peace in such a situation is clearly urgent and decidedly imperative. 
But he stopped short of setting forth guidelines for viable Christian 
response to issues of war and peace, except to say that he does not stand 
for unilateral disarmament because he would not allow would-be aggressors to 
trample upon others. 


.. Again and again, participants were enjoined to proclaim God's message in 
simple language. One cannot overstate that reminder. But to be simple is 
different from being simplistic. The former aims at clarity without being 
less profound, whereas the latter leads to partial truths and accepts basic 
assumptions without careful critical scrutiny. This distinction could have 
been useful to a good number of plenary speakers. 


Amsterdam '83 may have justified itself in terms of the objectives it set for 
itself. Quite possibly, many participants received insightful instruction 
and functional tools for effective Christian witness. They may have experi- 
enced a deepening of commitment to their calling...(but) The concern for 
effectiveness and efficiency in evangelistic methods cannot be pursued to the 
neglect of questions related to the nature of evangelism. That is, the "hows" 
are inseparably bound up not only with the "why" but also with the "what" of 
communicating the Good News. EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Criteria for the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism'' EPS 83.09.22 


The criterta were approved by the World Counetl of Churches central committee 
in 1969 and slightly revised in 1976. Items on the 1983 grants appear as 


EPS 83.09.11. 


1. 


The purpose of the organizations must not be in conflict with the 
general purposes of the WCC and its units, and the grants are to be 
used for humanitarian activities, (i.e. social, health and educational 
purposes, legal aid, etc.). . 


The proceeds of the fund shall be used to support organizations that 
combat racism, rather than welfare organizations that alleviate the 
effects of racism and which would normally be eligible for support 
from other units of the World Council of Churches. 


(a) The focus of the grants should be on raising the level of awareness 
and on strengthening the organizational capabilitiy of the racially 
oppressed people. 


(b) In addition we recognize the need to support organizations that 
align themselves with the victims of racial injustice and pursue 
the same objectives. 


The grants are made without control of the manner in which they are 
spent, and are intended as an expression of commitment by the PCR to 
the cause of economic, social and political justice, which these 
organizations promote. 


(a) The situation in Southern Africa is recognized as a priority due 
to the overt and intensive nature of white racism and the 
increasing awareness on the part of the oppressed in their 
struggle for liberation. 


(b) In the selection of other areas we have taken account of those 
places where the struggle is most intense and where a grant might 
make a substantial contribution to the process of liberation, 
particularly where racial groups are in imminent danger of being 
physically or culturally exterminated. 


(c) In considering applications from organizations in countries of 
white and affluent majorities, we have taken note only of those 
where political involvement precludes help from other sources. 


Grants should be made with due regard to where they can have the maximum 
effect: token grants should not be made unless there is a possibility 
of their eliciting a substantial response from other organizations. 
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SHOPTALK: 


The followtng matertal ts avatlable from the WCC Comntsston on Internattonal 
Affatrs, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, Swttzerland: 


1. WCC statement on Middle East issued at WCC Vancouver Assembly. 


2. Non-governmental organtzattons recommendattons for actton to the Inter~ 
nattonal Conference on the Questton of Palestine. 


38. Speech by Yasser Arafat, Chariman of the executive of the Palestine 
[Ltberation Organtzatton to the above conference. 


NGOs COMMITTED TO Ecumenical Press 
PALESTINIAN ISSUE Service 83.09.23 


GENEVA (EPS) - More than one hundred non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
were represented at the International Conference on the Question of 
Palestine, held at the United Nations in Geneva from 29 August to 

7 September, 1983. Among them were national councils of churches -- 
European, Middle Eastern and United States -- and individual church 
representatives from several continents. The NGOs urged the®8mited Nations 
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People to establish close links with all interested NGOs, to facilitate co- 
operation among them and between the NGOs and the United Nations. They also 
urged the Committee to examine possibilities of co-operating in implementing 
the action programme adopted by the International Conference. 


The NGOs themselves published recommendations for action following their 
inter-organizational meeting on 5 September 1983. Among others, they 
recommended : 


to promote the results of the Geneva Palestine Conference and all other 
UN resolutions and decisions on this question; 


to emphasize follow-up activities, particularly with the media, of the 
underlying purpose of the Conference, that is, to seek peace and justice; 


to help disseminate the results of the Conference and the speech 
delivered by Chairman Yasser Arafat; (EPS 83.09.28 and shoptalk) 


to publicize their deep concern over the deteriorating situation of 
Palestinian women and children, and to urge United Nations and other 
bodies and organizations to provide assistance to Palestinian women. 


The WCC's Commission on International Affairs was represented at the Geneva 
conference and both the WCC and Middle East Council of Churches submitted the 
statement on the Middle East issued at the Vancouver Assembly, (EPS Vancouver 7.53) 


LEBANON NEEDS Ecumenical Press 
EMERGENCY RESPONSES Service 83.09.24 


GENEVA( EPS) -T he Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) has activated its 
emergency programmes in most parts of Lebanon. Some two hundred thousand 
people have been displaced in the latest round of fighting, and hundreds 

have been killed. As hopes dwindle for recovering unity and independence 
amidst expanding violence, innocent civilians are increasingly affected. 
People are taking refuge in the south of the country, in the northern 
mountains and in pockets of relative safety in Beirut, straining the existing 
emergency services. 


The MECC is asking for increased supplies, and CICARWS, the WCC's relief arm, 
has sent funds for urgent purchases to Sidon - US$ 100,000. Should the 
situation continue to deteriorate, a new Lebanon appeal may have to be issued. 


EPS 


CALL TO LIVE Ecumenical Press 
FOR PEACE Service 83.09.25 


GENEVA (EPS) - As eleven Fasters for Life were in their sixth week of fasting 
for a nuclear freeze (EPS 83.07.59) in Paris, Oakland (California) and Bonn, 
and had entered a critical phase, WCC General Secretary, Philip Potter, sent 
the following cable to the three groups of fasters. The message was delivered 
by personal representatives of the WCC in those places: 


"As you enter the 39th day in your now critical Fast for Life, I send this 
message and this plea in the name of life. 


First, I want to express my profound respect and commendation for your 
remarkable life-affirming action. The testimonies I hear from many thousands 
around the world, not least among the membership of our churches, is that your 
witness has been heard. : 


Your fasting has fed the solidarity of all who hunger for disarmament. In 
your weakness you have made us strong. All who share your struggle for life 
are now a little less afraid to face the forces of death. 


Be heartened by what you have done, against impossible odds. The expressions 
of concern and support from eminent people, the networks and groups that have 
formed, the actions taken and the prayers offered worldwide - all these fruits 
of your fast have made incalculable advances for peace and justice. 
Incalculable, because it is God who decides whether our advances add up to a 
victory, and who reverses our failures by his grace. 


At its Sixth Assembly in Vancouver, meeting as you began your fast, the World 
Council of Churches joined its voice with yours in the cry for life. Not only 
by celebrating the theme "Jesus Christ - the life of the world", but 
specifically through a statement on Peace and Justice that includes the very 
steps your fast affirms. 


At Vancouver, we called for "a negotiated settlement and to turn away now, 
before it is too late, from plans to deploy additional or new nuclear weapons 
in Europe, and to begin immediately to reduce and then eliminate altogether 
present nuclear forces... and an unequivocal declaration that the production 
and deployment as well as the use of nuclear weapons are crimes against 
homanitty ets. 


It was your witness, and that of thousands of other actions for disarmament 
that has encouraged the representatives of the member churches of the World 
Council to commit themselves further in this way. 


But more important, and needed now is your ongoing presence and encouragement 
in the actions that must fill the months to come. We are committed to sharing 
with you that struggle for life. 


My plea is that you continue that struggle with us by ending your fast now. 
To finish your witness for life by death is to risk deepening the discourage- 
ment and despair among precisely those for whom your witness brings new hope. 


Your action has been costly enough. By ending your fast you would speak even 
more eloquently of life." 


Note: Two additional fasters, in Toronto, Canada, only at a later stage became 
part of the Fast for Life, although they also started on 6 August. 


EPS 


FAST FOR LIFE Ecumenical Press 
IS CONCLUDED Service 83.09.26 


On the 40th day of their open-ended Fast for Life, to urge a nuclear freeze, 
12 fasters in France, Germany, the United States and Canada decided to respond 
to numerous governments, organizations and individuals to end the fast. 
(EPS 83.09.25). Waiting for significant signs which would indicate steps to 
mark a halt in the nuclear arms race, the US fasters' headquarters in. Oakland 
reported massive worldwide support and commitment to work for peace. The Paris 
headquarters say they accept the response to the fasters' action by institutions, 
political and other, religious and church communities and non-violent action 
groups in France and other countries in Europe as a new impetus to work for 
peace. Of the German fasters in Bonn, one has decided to end her fast only on 
the day (18 September) when a group of women marching for peace from Berlin, 
Germany, to Geneva, Switzerland, will arrive at their destination. From all 
fasting centres, indications are that the fasters will slowly recover their 
strength, although one of them, in Paris, had to be hospitalized because of 
severe dehydration. 

EPS 


JOINT STATEMENT Ecumenical Press 
ON LEBANON CRISIS : Service 83.09.27 


GENEVA (EPS) - With a rapidly deteriorating situation in Lebanon, a joint 
Statement was published on 13 September by the general secretaries of the 
World Council of Churches, Philip Potter, and the Middle East Council of 
Churches, Gabriel Habib. Following is the text of the statement: 


"The tragic events of the past few days in Lebanon cause us profound concern. 
A renewed vicious cycle of violence has already claimed the lives of hundreds 
of innocent people. Villages are besieged and humanitarian assistance to 
thousands of displaced persons has been made difficult. Hopes of recovering 
the integrity and unity of Lebanon are being destroyed as the sectarian 
fighting leads to fragmentation of the country, making it more vulnerable to 
foreign intervention and domination. 


Deeply saddened by these events, we appeal fervently to all concerned to stop 
the fighting immediately and to enter into negotiations with a view to 
recovering communal harmony and national reconciliation. We also insistently 
appeal to all those involved in the fighting forthwith to refrain from any 
killing of innocent people and spare the lives of the civilian population 
which should not be made the object of reprisals or used as hostages. Neither 
human conscience nor any religious tradition can tolerate or condone the 
massacres. They are an offense to God, the Giver of Life. All facilities 
should be given to ensure humanitarian assistance to the injured and afflicted 
people. 


The peoples in Lebanon have been tragically suffering over the last nine years. 
In spite of that, Lebanon continues for us to be a country with unique 
Opportunities for the living together of various religious communities in 
equality and a key for peace for the whole area. 


We want to assure the people of Lebanon once again that the ecumenical 
community upholds them in prayers, that it is as always ready to render all 
possible humanitarian assistance and to work with them for reconciliation 
with a view to achieving harmony and unity among all communities in the 
country. 


EPS 


ARAFAT AT GENEVA Ecumenical Press 
PEACE CONFERENCE Service 83.09.28 


CENEVA(EPS) - Yasser Arafat, chairman of the executive committee of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) addressed the International Conference 
on the Question of Palestine at the United Nations in Geneva, 29 August - 

7 September 1983. Observers from some of more than one hundred non-govern- 
mental organizations (NGOs), including church representatives present at the 
meeting, noted his reconciliatory tone. He expressed special appreciation 

for the conference resolution to grant full membership to Palestinians through 
their sole representative, the PLO. He also pointed out that the Palestine 
tragedy resulted from a 1947 United Nations resolution - and that the 
Palestinian people now have faith that this same body, representing inter- 
national legitimacy, will end their suffering. 


The United States and Israeli governments did not attend the Geneva 
Conference, but numerous Israelis and Jews were present in their capacity as 
representatives of NGOs or as resource persons, among them the Israel Council 
for Israeli-Palestinian Peace. Addressing himself directly to their section 
in the assembly hall, Arafat said: "I take this opportunity to point out, from 
here, the democratic and progressive Jewish forces in and outside Israel who 
have rejected war, rejected the invasion, rejected the massacres of Sabra and 
Shatila, rejected the expansionist policies and who stand on the side of the 
right of our people. I convey to them my greetings and appreciation for their 
courageous stand, especially in the face of the terror of the Israeli military 
authorities. Let us realize, together, our dream of an exemplary peace in the 
Land of Peace, to offer it as a gift from us all to human civilization, side 
by side and with co-operation amongst all noble minded, peace, justice and 
freedom-loving forces the world over". 


The chairman of the Israeli-Palestinian Peace Council, Mattityahu Peled, also 
addressed the Conference. His government considered the United Nations 
meeting as an affront, and opposition to it is almost universal in Israel, 

he said. Peled's peace council was severely criticized for their decision 

to send a delegation to the Geneva Conference, in their capacity as an NGO. 
At a press conference in Tel Aviv, before leaving for Geneva, Peled said 

they gave three reasons explaining their decision to attend: 1) the Council 
firmly believes that the problems of the Middle East, and especially the 
Palestinian issue, have to be dealt with by the United Nations, rather than 
leaving the United States to assume sole responsibility with Israel as their 
partner in peace discussions; 2) at the Geneva Conference the PLO would be 
enabled to present the Palestinian case in its full dimensions and remind 
world public opinion that they have to be recognized as a full and legitimate 


partner; and 3) they hoped to reconstruct a working relationship with the 
PLO. 
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AFRICA'S SEARCH Ecumenical Press 
FOR PEACE Service 83.09.29 


NAIROBI (EPS) - The first All Africa Assembly of the World Conference on 
Religion and Peace (WCRP) took place in Nairobi, Kenya from August 30 to 
September 3, 1983. The WCRP, with headquarters in New York, USA, originated 
some 15 years ago as a joint effort by leaders of various ST religions to 
prevent war and social and economic injustices. 


The Nairobi assembly, attended by 180 delegates representing various religions 
from all over Africa and other parts of the world, had as its theme: 

"Religion for Peace in Emerging Africa". Delegates expressed hope that, with 
determination and sensitivity, Africa can rise above the many difficulties 
which have brought havoc among its peoples, destroying hopes for the future 
which were raised after attaining independence. They also noted that Africa 
was faced with problems including tribalism, apartheid, ideological and 
religious dogmatism, military dictatorships, poverty, unemployment and a 
rising number of refugees. 


The assembly further noted with sorrow that increasing portions of national 
resources in many African countries were channeled into military spending, 
with the result that there was less available for the needs of the people, 
many of whom were being impoverished. It called on the super powers and other 
arms suppliers, to stop unnecessary arms supplies to Africa, and especially 
South Africa. 


The WCRP international president, Archbishop Angelo Fernandes of India, said 
the organisation was concerned with the arms race and had between 1981 and 
1982 sent missions to capital cities of some of the countries owning nuclear 
arms, e.g. to Beijing. These missions had held discussions with the religious 
and political leaders of such countries regarding nuclear disarmament. ''We 
are aiming at peace founded on justice, freedom, human dignity and equality", 
Archbishop Fernandes said. 


In his address to the assembly, WCRP international secretary general, 

Mr Homer Jack, noted that some Third World delegates at the recent World 
Council of Churches assembly in Vancouver insisted that the silent war of 
poverty, hunger and disease was killing children now, and were less concerned 
with a nuclear war which may kill women, men and children later. He called for 
the prevention of nuclear war through general and. complete disarmament for the 
sake of human survival. "If humanity can be spared nuclear holocaust - which 
might occur at any time through calculation or miscalculation, through accident 
or terrorism - then with a greater margin of time, both the problems of peace 
and justice can be solved". 


He praised the role played by African countries in the search for peace, 
especially at the United Nations and the non-aligned movement, and also through 
the Organization of African Unity (OAU). But he noted that Africa had also 
created its share of world problems and gave the rising number of refugees on 
the continent as an example. 


Also addressing the assembly, the President of the Africa Chapter of WCRP, 
Kenyan Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu, said there could be no peace without 
justice and that Africa could not rightly claim to have real peace while there 
were refugees all over the continent. 


Charles Maingt EPS 


ARCIC II AT Ecumenical Press 
VENICE VENUE Service 83.09.30 


LONDON (EPS) - Grace and Salvation and the theology of the church were the 
immediate priority at the first meeting of the new Anglican/Roman Catholic 
International Commission (ARCIC II) when they met in Venice, Italy, in early 
September. The Commission was established by Pope John Paul II and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Robert Runcie, in 1982. Representatives from five 
continents and twelve nationalities are now members - an increase in member- 
ship over ARCIC I - and the increased exchange of information on the actual 
state of Anglican/Roman Catholic pastoral relations in many parts of the 
world was considered useful. Most members reported that co-operation between 
the churches is now taken for granted on many aspects of church life. 


Against this background of growing understanding and agreement, the Venice 
meeting attempted to examine the issues which are remaining somewhat divisive 
within the two communities, taking the wider ecumenical discussions into 
account: justification by faith, and how Anglicans and Roman Catholics can 
grow towards full communion. 


Essential to this ongoing process of growing unity will be the response of 
both churches to the final report of ARCIC I. In the meantime the Commission 
plans to ask the help of national Anglican/Roman Catholic commissions in a 
number of countries to interpret the theological implications of full 
communion and the way towards this goal. ARCIC II has also commissioned 
further studies on the church and salvation to be presented at its next 
meeting to be held in twelve months. 


EPS 


NAMIBIAN CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
ACCUSE SOUTH AFRICA Service 83.09.31 


GENEVA (EPS) - The Namibian Council of Churches says that only if the United 
Nations Resolution 435 becomes effective immediately, the increased shedding 
of blood and tragedy can be avoided in their country. This was made public 
from a letter handed to the UN secretary general Perez de Cuellar during his 
recent travels in southern Africa. Resolution 435 had been adopted unanimous- 
ly by the Security Council in 1978 as the only workable solution for the 
Namibian question. One of the demands are the withdrawal of South African 
troops from Namibia, and free elections under supervision of the UN. 


In their appeal to the general secretary the Namibian churches accuse the 
South African government of increasing their troops considerably in the 

north in recent months. Namibians are drafted into these forces and frequent- 
ly mistreated, tortured and sometimes killed. The "state council" suggested 
by South Africa as their solution is considered to be a propaganda trick by 
the churches, unwanted by the Namibian people, but the Council fears that it 
has created a positive impression in the United States. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.09.32-35 


83.09-32 PRAYERS FOR WORLD PEACE: 'One World? is the theme for the 1983 Week 
of Prayer for World Peace (23-30 October). As in the past, United Nations Day 
on 24 October is an integral part of that week. Now in its tenth year, 
members of all religions in countries around the globe participate in this 
annual event. Each year the week is inaugurated with an All Faiths service 
and act of witness at a different place of worship, a service designed to 
permit all churches to participate. The first service, in 1974, was held 

by the late Michael Ramsey, then Archbishop of Canterbury, at Westminster 
Abbey in London. Copies of the Week of Prayer for World Peace leaflet are 
reprinted in many languages. Thoughts and prayers published in it are drawn 
from all over the world. 


83.09 .33 TANDEM IN ABERDEEN: A tandem church complex has recently been 
completed and dedicated in Aberdeen, Scotland, to house a Church of Scotland 
and a Roman Catholic church. St. Columba's, as the new church is called, is 
one of a kind in Scotland, and it will serve a growing and developing 
community of northern Aberdeen. 


83.09 .34 SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARENESS: Five church bodies launched a joint 
social justice statement in Sydney on 5 September 1983. The Australian 
Council of Churches (ACC) welcomed the statement, prepared by the Anglican 
Social Responsibilities Commission, the Catholic Commission for Justice and 
Peace, the Commission on Social Responsibility of the Uniting Church and the 
Australian Council of Churches. ACC acting general secretary, Ron O'Grady, 
noted that churches in Australia now regard the present social situation as 
reaching a point of urgency, and the first time ever publication of a 
document on social justice marks their common concern. Roman Catholic Bishop 
Murray warned that not everyone in Australian churches will be in agreement 
with a statement examining the concentration of wealth and power, inequalities 
in Australian society and calling for a review and reorganization of 
Australia's tax system, among others. 


83.09 .35 JESUITS ELECT NEW LEADER: After four days of consultation in Rome, 
211 Jesuit provincial leaders elected Dutch Rev. Peter Hans Kolvenbach, 54, as 
their new Father-General. The choice of a new superior had been closely 
watched in Catholic circles because of the controversy surrounding the order. 
Pope John Paul II has criticised the Jesuit's involvement in liberation 
struggles and radical theology, according to Vatican sources. The election 

of a new superior general is for life, although the preceding head, the Most 
Rev. Pedro de Arrupe, resigned because of ill health. For the first time in 
the order's history, the Pope intervened personally to appoint an interim. 
Newly elected Father Kolvenbach is said to be close to the Pope. While some 


observers believe him to be a traditionalist in his views on church doctrine 
and discipline, others know him as a very spiritual man with a strong 
ecumenical commitment and open to dialogue. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.09.36-40 


83.09.36 JOINT EVANGELIZATION DESIRABLE: The National Conference of Priests 
of England and Wales at their 14th annual meeting in early September 
encouraged joint evangelization with clergy and ministers of other churches. 
It also called on Catholic parishes, deaneries and dioceses to give priority 
to entering into local covenants for unity with other denominations. (see 

also EPS 83.09.30). At the meeting, evangelization was seen as demanding 
much greater involvement in social issues. Priests were also urged to use 

all means at their disposal to tackle their people's physical and social as 
well as spiritual needs, such as involvement with local tenants' associations, 
the homeless, the unemployed, one-parent families, etc. 


83.09.37  CISKEI DETENTION: One of the most senior ministers of the Methodist 
Church of Southern Africa has been detained by the Ciskei Government, 
according to reports from his church. Rev. Ernest Baartman is said to have 
earned the respect of black and white people throughout the country and is 
committed to peace in Southern Africa. Methodist Church President, Rev. Khoza 
Mgojo, has made a public call for Baartman's immediate release, or for the 
Ciskei Government to bring him to court and examine what he is alleged to 

have done in a fair and open trial. 


83.09.38 ANTI-EVANGELICAL BACKLASH: Reports from Guatemala talk of a back- 
lash provoked against Evangelicals by the fall from power in August of Rios 
Montt, former head of state. He was a follower of the Church of the Word, a 
California-based group. Montt has surrounded himself with advisors drawn 
from the hierarchy of the Church of the Word, and its members reportedly 
received benefits during his government. Pastors and Evangelical leaders of 
Guatemala are considering ways of communicating the apolitical nature of 
their church, disassociating themselves from the Church of the Word. The new 
head of government, General Oscar Mejia Victores, is said to be a faithful 
follower of the Catholic faith. There have been reports that tension between 
Catholics and Evangelicals is widely communicated in the Guatemalan media. 


83.09.39 100,000 UGANDANS DISPLACED: Church leaders in Uganda have expressed 
concern over alleged harrassment and ill treatment of civilians - especially 
the estimated 100,000 displaced people in Luwero district, north of Kampala. 
According to news reports, Ugandan Anglican bishops have been told by Deputy 
Interior Minister, Peter Otai, that the church has a major role to play in 
helping to rehabilitate the homeless, now assembled about 60 km from Kampala. 
Tens of thousands of civilians fled from their homes in the Luwero area 
earlier this year, when security forces launched widespread sweeps against 
anti-government guerillas, according to the news report. Mr. Otai has been 


quoted as assuring church groups and other aid agencies of full co-operation 
by the security forces. 


83.09.40 EVANGELICALS TO EXAMINE CHANGES: At the fifth congress organized 
for evangelical leaders in Spain to be held in May 1984, in Madrid, 
participants will evaluate political and sociological changes within Spain 
over the past ten years, and analyse the present witness of evangelical 


churches, as reported by the European Baptist Press Service. The first such 
congress was held in 1919. 
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ECUVIEW: ''The Unresolved Question of Palestine" EPS 83.09.41 


Author of the following is Kevin Clements, representative of the Quaker UN 
Office in Geneva. He was representing one of the more than one hundred 
non-governmental organtzattons at the Internattonal Conference on the Questton 
of Palestine, held at the United Nations in Geneva, 29 August - 

7? September, 1983. 


The barbed wire, armoured personnel carriers, dogs and troops of the Swiss 
army have been removed from the Palais des Nations in Geneva, but the United 
Nations and the world is still hostage to the unresolved question of Palestine. 


The decision of the United States and Israel not to attend the conference 
dispelled any faint hope that it could begin developing an agenda for 
negotiations on Palestine. Their absence and the decision of other western 
nations to attend as observers rather than full participants meant that many 
of the interventions were a litany of grievances rather than attempts to 
suggest politically realistic ways out of the Middle East morass. 


When non-governmental organizations realised that the official drafting and 
plenary sessions would traverse familiar territory with little prospect of 
substantially new initiatives emerging, they organised a series of parallel 
discussions. These discussions were more politically realistic because they 
took place between representatives of Israeli and Arab people's movements. 

Many Christian groups from all round the world participated in these consul- 
tations and their contributions had a slightly moderating effect on some of 
the more extreme positions. The generally positive nature of these discussions 
contrasted with the somewhat unreal character of the plenary debate and under- 
lined the urgent need for the Israeli Government and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to begin talking directly to each other. While there are 
increasing numbers of exchanges between individuals on both sides of the Arab/ 
Israel divide, official contact is impossible because of the Israeli govern- 
ment's unwillingness to negotiate with the PLO. It is this decision which 
effectively prevents the discussion of practical ways of granting Palestinians 
a homeland while acknowledging the right of Israel to exist within safe and 
secure borders. 


The statement by Yasser Arafat in support of those democratic Jewish forces 
that had opposed the war in Lebanon and the continued settlement of the West 
Bank, signalled that the PLO was still prepared to continue building links 
between itself and progressive Israeli groups. For their part, those Israelis 
who decided to attend the conference in opposition to their government found 
themselves in an uncomfortable position at times. They were understandably 
upset by statements that did not take account of the internal political 
situation in Israel while knowing that their presence at the conference might 
have negative repercussions when they returned home. 


The Christian role here must be to continue to find ways in which person to 
person contact is facilitated so that at some stage in the not too distant 

future such contact can occur at a more official level. One would hope further 
that the personal links might have a softening impact on the official discussions. 
The crucial question is how to ensure that dialogue speeds up and negotiations 
between Israel, the US, the PLO and other interested parties on some mutually 
acceptable basis begin as soon as possible. If such negotiations do not occur, 
the prospect can only be more bloodshed and carnage. Something which all people 
- Christian and non-Christian alike - would wish to see avoided. 


EPS 


7 *, id 
; ay ', nay 
AU gi 


6.00,£8 eda ~~ " Woqidasist to Robeson bar 


Wi. nie ak are ass + (i aucky THROES AP we amis 4arss 3 BH agugnt . 
Restunn ong asdt aq Skt To .9no pM bai we 200 we 
NQrses ne) Sth KO Soro aos Toul DayrStNt un by eae JR awottoal + 
~ sions SS. . tends oF ancient heetat 
a 

“4 
aeiwe 3 43 30. aqoors bus egoh ,emsiaqso fsanoataq’ box 
Sotint sit tud .avenso ni 260% 18% aob eisls? oa mord "rom 
-{ to woljesup bsvieeoimi sda oF Ssaeseor {lise a5 : bh ieu, 


eoqetoine> sft busiis ot jon [Ssaral bos 253ed¢ Saaxa’ ses To Paris ~ 
yo? abaoss ag goigo! ovesb ae biuwon ts ada Sqn dais tap, te 
aietesw sarito $3 retosb.si3 bos Ssonseds tront - ake [ad 5 “the, Set 
vyopm Jed 307592 sacessae [Iut néds 3zstitext. © Iavieedq. 2s ba9! ‘Ree 
ot atjausiis ass welts ascnevsita 10 yosit!l gs syow, asa vistat 
,apeayvom tend sibbiM ofv Jo uo eyaw oi Feilegy, aie baat siat 
uloaane, 


ipth Ietotzie oq2 36 i Ds ati¢t 97 anol taxinngs 49, Tejaganig Bat Sion 
(33il tie MvOsiTIsy Wilts Se tava1t biuow amoreese yisnelg | 


foals 8¢ to estyss a beerasgro yes . ans rams vsviIs sitkwt won Ui sisnesec a 


¥orl Je2UR d ctaLt! 2% vil 90 mvt og SiOm arSYW oadomsatthanaedsi BPs tie zi” 


.2inomseyor 25 fao5sq daxA bas tioeuel. io asvi js InS2 atqex (PMs qi? 9 207 
USNOY Jaeds -f1 bejegioiixsq bliow ofa boyos Ile mort Pay eRE BB EF ee 
to. sgt nO Ss0tts, garinwehom yistwile-« bed anot tudi 43992). mas Eee waged ia 


engi 22u0eLb.sasdi. to atussa svistecg vilaz ue =) iY 2205 ae" age 711x997 9m 
~yebiu. bac siadsb yaaosl¢ a3 Jo yedo_xerfs “1 tadwomge.. 207; i a Fee 


goljsenadid sattesiss sai bes tacmnrovod ties? ase sit 102 ance rai 
pelsepipegay | 


awe, oishs olf idW... rad3g Gos, oO) ae: Ie Hes, niger 2 
\dexzA odt. to eebie diod oo, aleubiyibas, asawied esansd xa: ‘to, Frgdmyte gi eer 
-nusvon ilsetel sii. 26 :sausoed PALE 2 oct Bi 228dgRa, Igizk}2o, . abi F 
Hoidw stoletosbh 2idi at 31 \Od9 ad0.ddiw adetsogemps apopgaris 
enstnitesist gaiinsta to evysw Ieortos t 49 roreeuoarb ads aisneystq visas 
; S3ise midtiw teixne ot isadai ai 44 Lx ond cheeks ad igy. bes be By 
| m ez9b 309 me 

@. of Kant D1 a 


Sie 


2970) deiwel stistoomsbh segut 10. Jroqque rt. igiesk, 1986p. 
seoW si3.3o. tjasmofsase be tre si3 bre aomeded, mi 35, rae 
z4nil gntbliod sugitnzoo o}.beteqetq Iitie apy OJ4. oda. 3893 
2Figsxel gzod: ing 1isd3 x01 .2¢aqpomm.t! fauted eviegezyorg. 
bravo, Insunreyos thads o2 noliateegqo. al “IIMSTIT AOD 203... 
tidsbapterebnu sxow- ysdT ...2n@ks ge ook sbeog. eldaszotmosqy 
(saistilog fsnrasri oi 39 IMUODIOS: 9469, Jou. bib, emai 
adgim 2of5791NnG5 $04.35. son929kq shots tsi gniwonst of isdw Isstel at ; 
-saod bss you nedw papier 

Sie. Lattn 


63 n62194 doidw oi yew ‘bald 05, & gt 9 097 
gp MBIZLb, ool, son ods ot, agate.4 108 te 
ISiday?, aged . bivow 9c0 wie? if tb, to! ie 
- anciaguonib. Inkottio. add. oagid 3 LITO: a ee “ae a 
eapirel 3oganq bas qu. ebsoue SsUugo = Jedd oun | oF wor 2] £ HOL 
vlisusem emoz no esiatsg bstas7sdni ‘wedto 5 4 od ,20 sds 
<m990 Jon ob anolteisogen dave YI | sTdie i So a as wl iged iesd 
— afqoeg Tis doidw geiszenc? .agsnx=> bao beitebe nid 70m od { yao mso 3: 
r 4 ie 1 lt auger Die 


Ts rns o3 deiw blvos - a 
: : - | - A . 


ss. - 


q 


7 i Pe 


Sra ve 


- | 7 


yi 


JMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


PS 


No 66, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland. Telephone (022) 988988 or 98 94 00. Telex 23 423 OIK CH. Cable Oikoumene Geneva. 


26-30 September 1983 


Timetable announced for new WCC general secretary 
Church leaders warn Nigerians 

US Lutheran & RC scholars see justification accord 
Church visitors report on Nicaraguan situation 
Nicaragua church seen as divided over Sandinistas 
WCC leader urges Food Day action 

World religious groups announce staff changes 
English Anglicans to debate ministry 


ECUPOINTS: 


Joint German disarmament appeal----------- 
WCC film honotired---==——--——----+-=--—-=--=-+-—-~ 
Che a eee eee ee eee 
SG ae Oe ee eee ae 
Church council on Namibia----------------- 
Irish Anglicans on abortion vote---------- 
Anglican delegation to Namibia------------ 
African leaders criticized---------------- 
Ghana church union withdrawal------------- 


ECUTEXTS<S 
"International Food Disorder" 
"Church Recommendations on Nicaragua" 
"Christian Council of Nigeria Appeal" 
ECUVI EWS: 


"Civil Disobedience and Christian Obedience" 


"The Situation in Lebanon" 
"Letter from Toronto” 


LIBRARY 
World Council of Churehes 
150, route de Ferney 
1211 GENEVA 20 


year 50 / issue 34 


83.09.42 
+43 
44 
45 
-46 
-47 
- 48 
-49 


<oU 
-60 
yee 5 


462 
-63 
64 


eal Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of the 
uncil of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations and the World Alliance of Young 


‘Christian Associations. Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the WCC or its partners. 


y 


Ly 


SHOPTALK 


Thanks again to colleagues, espectally acting editors Kathy Lowe and 
Montque McClellan, who took responstbiltty for the August and first 
three September issues of EPS while the edttor was tn North America 
for the WCC assembly and on post-assembly holtday. 


For those who prefer non-overlapping, consecutive dating, EPS tssues 
32 and 33 may be re-dated 15-20 and 21-25 September respectively. 


In EPS 83.09.16, plese delete the last ntne words of the first sentence. 
Make tt conelude instead: established by private contributions. 


In EPS 83.08.10, the organisatton should be the Pactfie Conference of 
Churches. 


The church delegation which vtstted Nicaragua thts month (EPS 88.09.45, 
46,60) was made up of Robert Armistead (staff assoctate for Latin Amertca 
and the Caribbean of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)), Charles Harper 
(head of the WCC Latin America human rights offtce), Beverly Keene 
(director of the New York-based Inter-Reltgtous Task Force on El 
Salvador and Central Amertca), Rosalind McLeod (chair of the Untted 
Church of Canada world outreach diviston), Karl-Ernst Netsel (a pastor 
tn the Evangelical Church in Germany), Eugene Stockwell (assoctate 
general secretary for overseas ministries of the /US/ Nattonal Council 
of Churches), Marthe Westphal (secretary of the counetl of the French 
Protestant Federatton), and Gabriel Vacaro (vice-chair of the Latin 
Amertean Counetl of Churches). Vacaro and Westphal are members of the 
WCC central committee. 


. Stgners of the Chrtsttan Counctl of Nigerta statement (EPS 83.09.43, 61) 


are &.C. Mbang, R.O. Uwadt, J.0. Fadayomt, C.A. Aktnbola, J.A. Sholeye, 
I,0:A. Ude, E.E. Eftok, J.0. Adeyemo, S.0.B. Oyawoye, C.O. Williams, 
E.A.O. Idowu, and J.A. Olawatye. 


Thomas Hartley Dorris 
Editor 


TIMETABLE ANNOUNCED FOR Ecumenical Press 
NEW WCC GENERAL SECRETARY Service 83.09.42 


GENEVA (EPS) - A timetable for the search for a new general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches was announced here [23 September] by Lois Wilson, 
one of the seven newly elected WCC presidents and moderator of the preparatory 
committee charged with proposing a search process. 


Wilson said she will consult with the WCC officers in the next month about 
appropriate ways to inform the member churches and to proceed further with 
the steps required to allow the central committee to name a general secretary 
at its meetingin July 1984. 


The 10-member preparatory committee already nominated from the executive 
committee's membership during its first meeting last month in Vancouver is 
to meet in Geneva next January to draft criteria and clear procedures for 
interviewing and selection. These are to be received by the executive 
committee in February, and forwarded to the official nominating committee. 


Following these guidelines, the nominating committee is expected to meet in 
April and again in early July to finalise nominations, interview candidates 
and bring their recommendations to the central committee for decision. 


When Potter leaves at the end of 1984 he will have completed 24 years on the 
WCC staff. His first appointment was as WCC youth secretary (1954-60). He 
later served as director of the WCC Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism from 1967 until becoming WCC general secretary in 1972. 


His departure announcement was made to the central committee during a closed 
session [12 August] in Vancouver, and made public immediately afterwards 
[EPS 83 van.69]. The new departure date negotiated with the committee is a 
year earlier than first planned, although the possibility of an early 
departure was provided for by the former central committee in 1980. 


At that time Potter declined to accept a new five-year term, which would 

have begun in 1982, and indicated that he "would be willing to continue only 
to a date at which the new central committee [after the mid-1983 WCC assembly] 
could reasonably make a new appointment". The committee then requested Potter 
to continue until after the assembly "for an extension of possibly less than 
three years [from 1982]... allowing the date to be negotiated". 


"The choice of my successor is clearly an important first step for the central 
committee as they set new directions and take up the mandate of the assembly", 
Potter said here [23 September]. ''The assembly has set some exciting challenges 
for the Council to take up with the churches in their common witness to the 
world. I've promised the committee my full support as they begin their work 

and am grateful that they've agreed to my request to proceed as soon as possible 
with the search process." 


Wilson called the timetable "manageable, especially in view of the experience 
the Council has gained from the two earlier elections. I don't think there'll 
be any shortage of suitable candidates", she added. "I'm confident that the 
procedures we're about to work through with central committee will enable 

them to make a good choice on time." 


EPS 


CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
WARN NIGERIANS Service 83.09.43 


LAGOS (EPS) - Twelve Nigerian church leaders, on behalf of the Christian 
Council of Nigeria, have condemned "most unequivocally, the killing, the 
burning, and other brutal acts through which people have made known their 
anger and dissatisfaction" following the country's recent national elections. 


The council representatives also say they are "quite clear in our minds that 
there must have been some unwholesome incidents and malpractices [in 
connection with the election] which were capable of causing bitterness and 
resentment.... We feel most unhappy", they continue, "over the reluctance 
of political leaders and their fanatical supporters to eschew thuggery and 
other acts of violence, as well as the making of inflammatory statements, 
despite the oft-reiterated advice and warning given by the church as well 

as my many well meaning Nigerians." 


Their statement includes a four-point appeal [EPS 83.09.61], and concludes by 
speaking of their "divinely appointed task to issue warning and advice, once 
again, to all political leaders and their over-zealous followers, because 

the excruciating and agonizing effects and results of the Nigerian civil war 
[of the late 1960s] are still fresh in the memory and because this dear 
nation of ours can most certainly not afford a repetition of such a gruesome 
episode." 


EPS 


US LUTHERAN & RC SCHOLARS Ecumenical Press 
SEE JUSTIFICATION ACCORD Service 83.09.44 


MILWAUKEE (EPS) - US Lutheran and Roman Catholic scholars have agreed that 
"our hope for salvation rests entirely upon God's merciful action in Christ”. 
Their joint affirmation is part of a brief statement on the subject issued 
this month [19 September] in advance of a 21,000-word study of the doctrine 
of justification which they have completed and expect to release later in the 
year. 


Justification, the Christian understanding of how a sinful humanity can be 
considered righteous in God's sight, was the principal theological cause of 
16th-century church divisions in connection with the teaching of church 
reformer Martin Luther. 


The scholars' statement urges Roman Catholics and Lutherans to "set behind 
stereotypes and historical caricatures" of the understanding of justification 
in each tradition. They suggest that traditional differences of emphasis on 
the doctrine do not justify church division. 


The scholars make up an official US Lutheran-Roman Catholic theological 
dialogue group which has existed for nearly two decades. Its previous 
studies have covered such issues as the eucharist, baptism and church 
authority (including papal primacy and infallibility). 


EPS 


CHURCH VISITORS REPORT Ecumenical Press 
ON NICARAGUAN SITUATION Service 83.09.45 


GENEVA (EPS) - An eight-person delegation sent by the World Council of Churches 
Sixth Assembly on a pastoral and fact-finding visit has concluded that 
"Nicaragua is the scene of many encouraging developments, even in the midst of 
enormous difficulties", many of which are "precipitated by external aggression". 


The assembly delegation was in the Central American nation 4-9 September at the 
invitation of the Baptist Convention, Moravian Church, and CEPAD, an ecumenical 
development commission made up of representatives of 37 Nicaraguan church 
groups. The group's three-part report includes reflections on the current 
national situation, a review of the Nicaraguan church situation, and a series 
of recommendations to the WCC. 


The group also reports that "several direct and indirect attempts to meet with 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Miguel Obando y Bravo, or other official spokespersons 
of the Nicaraguan Roman Catholic hierarchy... were unsuccessful". The hierarchy 
and the Sandinista government, which assumed power in 1979 following a long 
revolutionary struggle, have been at odds about national policy, though other 
parts of the numerically dominant Roman Catholic church are energetic supporters 
of Sandinista rule. 


The delegation's report calls Nicaragua a "nation under severe military attack" 
with widespread "military aggression... amply supported by the government of the 
United. States". It says a-deliberate policy of "diversified dependency" has led 
_to "considerable assistance" from the USSR and Cuba, “as well as from many other 
countries of. the world, socialist, western, and non-aligned". The group says it 
knows of ''no evidence that would indicate" that aid has been used by Nicaragua 
to support aggression against its neighbours. 


Referring to allegations that the Sandinista goal is to “establish a totali- 
tarian Marxist state", the delegation says it was impressed rather by the 
"pluralism in the government, the service of Christians, lay and clergy, at 
every level of government... The government has indeed exercised an option for 
the poor", it continues, "which has led to great improvements in the standard 
of life of the poor majority, even though the once-privileged elite minority 
now is not able to maintain the standards it once enjoyed at the expense of the 
majority". 


The group '$ survey of the country's économic situation concludes that "overall 
it seems to us that the ruinous economic picture presented abroad of Nicaragua 
is highly prejudicial and deceptive". 


In the context of its favourable assessment of Nicaragua as a "Sign and transm- 
mitter of hope", the delegation's report takes up "some of the more frequent 
criticism of the Sandinista government". Is the "free life of political 
parties" hindered? "We believe there is some truth to this charge, though we 
also believe that steps being taken towards the scheduled 1985 elections... are 
highly encouraging." 


What about censorship? "We... believe that some of the censorship has been 
excessive, even silly... Though we are supporters of a free press, we can 
understand some of the particularities of Nicaragua that argue for the present 
censorship." Is there religious persecution? ''Our understanding... is that 
there is complete freedom of worship... The few incidents that have been 
alleged as examples of persecution are isolated, some of them quite ambiguous 
in their meaning, and some patently false." 


EPS 


NICARAGUA CHURCH SEEN AS Ecumenical Press 
DIVIDED OVER SANDINISTAS Service 83.09.46 


GENEVA (EPS) - An international church team assessing the church situation in 
Nicaragua finds division, even polarization, in connection with the four years 
of Sandinista rule, particularly in the numerically dominant Roman Catholic 
church. The team released its report following nearly a week this month in 
the country [EPS 83.09.45]. 


The report says in general that "one of the most outstanding aspects of the 
Nicaraguan situation has been the intensive participation of Christians as 
individuals, as basic communities, and as churches in the revolution, before 
the overthrow of Somoza in July 1979, and since. Historically, this has been 
a unique thing". 


Nonetheless, the team notes that Nicaraguan Roman Catholicism "has 
increasingly been divided between those who oppose the revolutionary process 
and those who still strongly support it". Among the former, the report 
includes the head of the Roman Catholic hierarchy, Managua Archbishop Miguel 
Obando y Bravo, "some, though not all, of the nine Nicaraguan bishops, as well 
as lay persons principally coming from the more well-to-do families". Roman 
Catholic supporters ("the popular church" or "the church of the people") are 
described as "mostly poor and representative of workers and peasant groups". 


The "internal Roman Catholic conflict" is said to be "intensive and divisive", 
though "there has not been any official break between the hierarchy and the ~ 
government". Noting the suggestions of some that "the hierarchy has tradition- 
ally been allied to the most privileged sectors of society - now very much in a 
minority and defensive position", the team report says "charges and counter- 
charges seldom seem to relate to theological and biblical issues, but rather 
they reflect political positions of power, control and privilege". It adds 
that the "popular church" is "wanting to be loyal to the church's leadership 
but finding in the gospel message and in the life and ministry of Jesus much 
that leads it to identify with the major goals of the revolution". Supportive 


of the "popular church", the team adds a prayer that "somehow this split may 
be healed". 


Assessing other denominations - Baptist, Moravian, Anglican — and CEPAD (a 
multidenominational aid and development agency), the report says they have "very 
able ecumenically minded leadership who are supportive of the government while 
maintaining a critical posture at the points constructive criticism seems 
warranted". The report also refers to "Protestant groups of a more conservative 
theology that adopt a 'neutralist'stand, and some even oppose the revolutionary 
process, explicitly or implicitly. The issues that divide Protestants are very 
similar to those that divide Roman Catholics in that political ideologies have 
strong bearing on the various positions adopted". 


The report takes up Sandinista policy toward the Miskito Indians of the Atlantic 
Coast, most of whom are Moravians. The report judges that "it seems clear that 
the Sandinistas did not adequately understand the Miskitos, "who are heirs of a 
long history of cultural separation, mutual ignorance, and scepticism" relative 
to the Spanish-background majority of Nicaragua. Noting that Moravian efforts 
on behalf of the Miskitos have been "at times interpreted by the government as 
opposing the revolution" and so have led to jailings and restrictions on move- 
ments, the team concludes by referring to the "statesmanlike attitudes of both 


Moravian Church leaders and government leaders as all seek to heal a painful 
and difficult relationship. 


EPS 


WCC LEADER URGES Ecumenical Press 
FOOD DAY ACTION Service 83.09.47 


GENEVA (EPS) - World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter has 
appealed to the 301 WCC member denominations and regional and national 
councils of churches to "mobilize efforts especially in communication so that 
some action may take place in every parish" on World Food Day, 16 October. 


Potter's mailing [14 September] includes a copy of the statement on the 
"international food disorder" from the WCC assembly last month [EPS 83van.66], 
suggested worship materials, a list of WCC publications on the subject, and a 
copy of an appeal to religious leaders by the director general of the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organisation. 


The FAO head appeals to "all leaders of religious faiths to issue a moral call 
to action to end world hunger ... inspiring government leaders to do what is 
necessary to end this scourge". 


Potter notes that the WCC assembly statement includes 13 long-term 
recommendations [EPS 83.09.59]. He urges recipients of his letter to "do your 
utmost to ensure that it becomes possible to give prominence to the food 
question in your churches on October 16 through prayers and intercession". 


EPS 


WORLD RELIGIOUS GROUPS Ecumenical Press 
ANNOUNCE STAFF CHANGES Service 83.09.48 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Alliance of Reformed Churches, World Methodist 
Council, and the World Conference on Religion and Peace, have made executive 
staff appointments. 


WARC, based here, has added Alan P.F. Sell, a United Reformed Church in the 
UK ordained minister and professor, as its theological secretary. He 
succeeds Church of Scotland theologian Richmond Smith. Choan-Seng Song, a 
Taiwanese theologian, has joined the staff as coordinator of the WARC study 
on "called to witness to the gospel today". Once Asian ministries secretary 
for the Reformed Church in America, he was also a staff member here (1973-82) 
of the World Council of Churches Faith and Order Commission. 


The WMC, based in Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, USA, has selected Ralph 
Young as its Geneva secretary, succeeding the late Frank Northam. A member 
of the United Church of Canada (a UMC member because Methodists were among 
the denominations which united to form the UCC), Young was on the WCC staff 
here from 1961 until his retirement in 1980. The part-time post, a WMC 
announcement notes, provides a ''Methodist presence at the Ecumenical Centre 
in Geneva" where the WCC, WARC, Lutheran World Federation, and other inter- 
national church representatives are based. 


The WCRP, based in New York but moving to Geneva, has named John B. Taylor 

as secréetary-general for its next assembly, in Nairobi 23-31 August. Taylor 
has been director of the WCC interfaith dialogue sub-unit (DFI) and also WCC 
programme secretary for Christian-Muslim relations. The WCRP's founding 
secretary-general, Homer Jack, retires next year. The WCRP has Asia, Africa, 
Europe and North America regional conferences, and many national conferences. 
Its membership includes organisations and individuals from a dozen world 
religions. 


EPS 


ENGLISH ANGLICANS Ecumenical Press 
TO DEBATE MINISTRY Service 83.09.49 


LONDON (EPS) - In a report to be debated by its general synod in November, 
the [Anglican] Church of England is being challenged to consider a radical 
re-shaping of its pattern and structure of ministry. 


Behind the report, "A Strategy for the Church's Ministry", by John Tiller, 
chief secretary of the Advisory Council for the Church's Ministry, lies the 
fact that the Church of England no longer has the clerical manpower to 
maintain the parochial structure of a full-time, paid priest in every 
locality. 


Noting that the number of full-time diocesan clergy has declined from 

15,488 in 1961 to 10,789 in 1982 and that the target of between 400 and 450 
ordinations a year to the full-time ministry is unlikely to be met (there 

were just over 300 each year from 1977 to 1982), Tiller says that if women 

were to be ordained as priests in the Church of England "in the very near 
future", then the traditional policy would once again become a realistic option. 


Otherwise, Tiller's proposals would require the abolition of the parson's 
freehold (the system whereby an incumbent has tenure for life), the abolition 
of patronage, and some re-drawing of diocesan boundaries. For these reasons, 
his ideas are likely to meet with considerable resistance within the Church 
of England. Recently the general synod dropped proposals it had been 
considering for some years for the gradual abolition of patronage by 

allowing each parish to decide whether to continue with a modified form of 
patronage or to scrap it in favour of appointment of a new incumbent by a 
small committee representative of both parish and diocese. 


Robert Nowell (EPS London correspondent) EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.09.50-52 


83.09.50 JOINT GERMAN DISARMAMENT APPEAL: Eduard Lohse and Johannes Hempel, 
the bishops who head, respectively, the organisations of the regional 
Evangelical (United, Lutheran and Reformed) churches in the FRG and GDR 
(West and East Germany), have jointly appealed to the leaders of their 
respective governments to press for a successful conclusion to US-USSR 
disarmement negotiations in Geneva. 


83.09.51 WCC FILM HONOURED: "Sanctuary", the new World Council of Churches 
film on refugees [EPS 8306 110], is among seven nominated for the "Best of 
Show Award" of the Independent Film Producers Association. The winner is to 
be announced 19 November in Los Angeles. In advance of that, IFPA announced 
it has given 26 gold, 34 silver and 26 bronze "CINDY Awards" in 16 categories 
to programmes from among 660 entered. The WCC entry received gold awards in 
education and current events and a silver in the religion category. Another 


nominee for Best of Show is "Greater Than Gold", produced by Evangelical 
Films. 


83.09.52 GIFT REFUSED: Frankfurt (FRG)-based Evangelical Press Service 
reports that after a year and a half of negotiations, the Council of Churches 
of Namibia has declinéda gift of 300,000 German marks from the Evangelical 
Church in the Rhineland. The council reportedly decided that accepting the 
gift would weaken the special fund of the World Council of Churches anti- 
racism programme, part of whose grants have gone for programmes to support 
Namibian refugees in neighbouring countries. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.09.93-58 


83.09.53 BIRKELI OBIT: Eridtjov Birkeli, former primate of the [Lutheran] 
Church of Norway died in Oslo at 77 on 17 September. He was active in inter- 
national church work through the Lutheran World Federation, World Association 
of Christian Broadcasting, and United Bible Societies. In later years, he 
researched extensively the Christianization of Norway during the ninth and 
tenth centuries, suggesting it was less bloody than historians have 

generally described it. He became bishop of Stavanger in 1961 and Oslo 
bishop and primate in 1968. He retired four years later for health reasons. 


83.09.54 CHURCH COUNCIL ON NAMIBIA: The executive committee of the Council 
of Churches in Namibia has urged UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar to 
help "prevent the escalation of war, the suffering, bloodshed and loss of 
human lives' and to speed up the process of independence from South Africa 
for the southern African territory. Their appeal cites, among other things, 
human rights violations, "draconian laws" and the "plundering of the 
country's economy" under South African administration. The eight council 
members are jurisdictions of three Lutheran, two Methodist, Anglican, 
Reformed (Congregational) and Roman Catholic denominations. 


83.09.55 IRISH ANGLICANS ON ABORTION VOTE: In the wake of the two-to-one 
majority in a Republic of Ireland referendum adding to the constitution a 
ban on abortion (already banned by law), leaders of the [Anglican] Church of 
Ireland have urged “every effort ... to repair any bridges that may have been 
damaged in the floods of words" before and after "this deeply regrettable 
episode of the referendum". The proposal was favoured by leaders of the 
country's numerically dominant Roman Catholic Church and opposed by leaders 
of the Anglican, Methodist and Presbyterian minority. 


83.09.56 ANGLICAN DELEGATION TO NAMIBIA: A seven-person Anglican delegation, 
including four bishops, is being sent at the request of Namibian Anglican 
Bishop James Kauluma on a pastoral visit to the South African-ruled 

territory 13-24 October. The delegation, sent by Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie, is in part an expression of solidarity with Namibian 

Anglicans, "many of whom have suffered greatly during recent years". 


83.09.57 AFRICAN LEADERS CRITICIZED: Africa Church Information Service 
reports from Lusaka, Zambia, that Akafwale Muyale, an official of the Nairobi- 
based All Africa Conference of Churches, has criticized African leaders who 
condone corruption, nepotism, tribalism and idleness. He spoke at 25th 
anniversary celebrations for the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation. 


83.09.28 GHANA CHURCH UNION WITHDRAWAL: Africa Church Information Service 
reports from Accra that the Presbyterian Church of Ghana has withdrawn from 
a committee negotiating a union of Ghanaian denominations. Action came this 
month at the closing session of the PCG's 54th synod. Anglican and Memonite 
jurisdictions had previously distanced themselves from the proposal by the 
Christian Council of Ghana. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "International Food Disorder" EPS 83.09.59 


The following ts excerpted from a statement on the "internattonal food 
disorder" approved by the World Counctl of Churches Stxth Assembly tin 
Vancouver last month. [EPS 83van.66, 83.09. 47]. 


We call upon member churches to take action to redress the international 
food disorder by: 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


(e) 


(£) 


(g) 


(h) 


(i) 


(3) 


(k) 


(1) 


(m) 


strengthening ecumenical structures for meeting emergency and short-term 
food needs; 


building ecumenical support for long-term solutions to the problem of 
hunger through appropriate policies, including increased access to land 
and to work for rural and urban poor, husbanding and renewing of natural 
resources, greater self-reliance in basic food production and more 
equitable structures of international trade in agricultural products; 


continuing educational programmes on the causes of hunger and the 
international food disorder; 


monitoring policies of governments, international agencies and trans- 
national corporations regarding food production, distribution and land 
reform; 


developing programmes of advocacy and support for the participation of 
the poor in the production of food and in the distribution of food 
resources; 


recognizing and encouraging specific programmes of international aid for 
agricultural research in support of the production of food for consumption 
by the people of the producing country; 


engaging in more generous and effective sharing within congregations and 
communities as well as nationally and internationally of resources 
relevant to the provision of food and to the ability to produce it; 


supporting efforts for peace and justice and human rights which will 
counteract the forces which divert resources from production and just 
distribution of food; 


taking leadership in preparing for the future, working with the scientific 
community to ensure that the causes of the international food disorder 
will be addressed in any technological developments; 


being advocates for communities and movements of farmers and landless 
rural workers; 


denouncing current policies that the International Monetary Fund imposes 
on nations in debt, which result in the reduction of food available to 


the poor, thereby increasing malnutrition, hunger-related diseases and 
infant mortality; 


investigating and taking action on the investments of church funds and use 
of church land so that they support agricultural and rural development in 
which people participate fully; 


Supporting churches and movements which are working to alleviate the 


effects and causes of hunger in various nations and communities through- 
out the world. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Church Recommendations on Nicaragua" EPS 83.09, 60 


The following are among the recommendations to the World Counetl of Churehes 
and tts member ehurches by a WCC delegation which spent stx days this month 
tn Nicaragua [EPS 83.09.45]. Besides meetings with Nicaraguan government and 
church represntatives, the delegation spent ttme with Roberto Cardenal, 
secretary of the edttortal counetl of the opposttton newspaper La Prensa, and 
Anthony Quatnton, US ambassador to Itearagua. The entire report ts avatlable 
on request to the WCC, Lac 803, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A. Give immediate, tangible and visible support to the work of the churches 
in the United States, as they mobilize effective opposition to the present 
policies of their government toward Central America. 


B. Press governments for a negotiated political solution to the crisis in 
Nicaragua and Central America, while opposing United States military support 
to repressive and destabilizing governments and forces in the region, 
particularly through Honduras and Costa Rica. 


C. Encourage governments to increase state aid and credit to the Nicaraguan 
government for its social, economic and cultural programmes and projects, 

work for a resumption of significant international financial loans to Nicaragua 
and for an increase of private trade and activity, while urging the churches 
and their agencies to increase financial grants for ecumenically sponsored and 
supported projects benefitting the population. 


D. Throw every effort into the current peace initiatives being undertaken by 
Latin American states to reach agreement, through dialogue, on a stable and 
lasting peace based on legitimate national interests and justice concerns in 
the Central America region. 


E. Initiate and strengthen major efforts in the area of providing and dis- 
seminating information about Nicaragua, giving priority to the media and its 
potential ability to influence political and public opinion worldwide, and to 
the Nicaraguan churches' proven competence in providing correct and objective 
data and interpretation, with integrity, on the situation. 


F. In the light of the pervasive and clear participation of Christians in the 
past and the present defence of liberation in Nicaragua, churches worldwide 

are invited to learn from the unique experience being lived by their Nicaraguan 
sisters and brothers in the Christian communities. Particular attention should 
be given to the spirituality of struggle, the ecumenical cooperation at community 
levels and the fresh articulation of the theological and Biblical roots of 
Christian participation in the transformation of society. Churches and 
Christians are urged to visit Nicaragua and to share their insights and 
experience with their parishes and congregations worldwide. 


G. Express to the churches in Nicaragua full support for their witness in their 
difficult tasks of reconstruction under great stress and obstacles, as well as 
in their efforts for peace, not only in the region, but also in the reconcil- 
iation among social sectors of Nicaraguan societies and among Roman Catholic 

and evangelical churches. 


H. Seek and send material, human and financial resources for programmes of 
humanitarian assistance carried out among refugees and other sectors of the 
populations affected by repressive regimes of the Central American region. 
Particular attention should be given to the needs arising from the constant 
attacks on the lives, and economic activities of the populations living in the 


border areas of Nicaragua. 
EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Christian Council of Nigeria Appeal" EPS 83.09.61 


The following ts excerpted from an appeal by 12 Nigertan church leaders on 
behalf of the Christian Counctl of Nigerta [EPS 83.0946 ]. 


All political leaders should restrain themselves, forthwith, from making any 
statement capable of inciting their followers, particularly youths and 
children, to deplorable and devastating acts, such as arson, killing, breach 
of the peace and other forms of iniquitous behaviour. In this connection, 
we call for stringent legislation to eradicate the use of such harmful drugs 
as Indian Hemp, which the thugs take in order to embolden themselves, before 
perpetrating their inhuman acts. 


"Media houses" should remember the sacred and delicate nature of the tasks 
they have to perform, particularly during tense and critical periods, such 
as that in which Nigeria now finds herself, and should, therefore, in the 
over-all interest of peace, refrain from disseminating untruths, even if 
they are ordered to do so. 


Law-enforcement agents should exercise tremendous restraints in the use of 
powers conferred on them, particularly in their use of lethal weapons. They 
should bear in mind the very important fact that their primary, ultimate and 
sacred duty is to PROTECT, NOT TO DESTROY, human lives. They should also 
refrain from arbitrary arrests. 


Politicians, especially their leaders, should henceforth stop using religion 
as an instrument for achieving their political goals, since such a practice 
is fraught with perilous and disastrous consequences. 


EPS 
ECUVIEW: "Civil Disobedience and Christian Obedience” EPS 83.09.62 


The following is the coneluston of a booklet by the same name authored by 
Steven Mackie, lecturer in practical theology and Christian ethtes tn the 
University of St. Andrews, Scotland. Hts study was commtsstoned by the 
international affairs division of the British Counetl of Churches 

(London SW1W 9BL) and ts co-publtshed with the International Fellowship of 
Reeconetltatton (1811 LD Alkmaar Holland). ae 


Clearly the issue of civil disobedience is one that the churches cannot avoid 
much longer. They should certainly not seek to do so, but would be well 
advised to study the matter carefully so that they are ready to face the 
issue when they are confronted with it. I have argued that the right to 
civil disobedience in extreme circumstances has a clear scriptural and 
doctrinal basis, and that many Christians in past ages, and in other 
circumstances, have claimed that right and have felt bound to act on it. 


I have also argued that in the view of many Christians in Britain and else- 
where there is a moral imperative to work for peace and disarmament and to 
oppose a defence policy based on nuclear arms. I believe that the churches 
must, in the first instance, support the right to act according to one's 
conscience, both in refusing to pay for war and in protesting publicly 
against the introduction of new weapons. Those who act in this way should 
receive pastoral care and financial and legal assistance from the churches — 
even though such action may be regarded as political support. °-- 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "The Situation in Lebanon" EPS 83.09.63 


The following, by Gabrtel Habtb, general secretary of the Middle East Council 
of Churches, was prepared to supplement the jotnt statement on Lebanon made 
with World Counetl of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter on 13 September 
TEES 765. 0922¢/. 


The war in Lebanon, in its essence, is neither a conflict between religious 
communities nor a civil war as many media tend to present it. But because of 
the confessional structure of the Lebanese society, political conflicts there 
have religious connotations and religious sensitivities frequently are ex- 
ploited by internal and external forces for their own political or ideological 
purposes. 


There exist internal problems in Lebanon that stem from the balance of power 
between the religious communities and parties which formed Lebanon on the basis 
of the National Pact of 1942. There are as well economic and administrative 
problems related to gaps between regions and communities of Lebanon. 


Nevertheless, these problems could have been overcome by democratic and non- 
violent means if outside powers and interests would not have beeen interfering 
in the power struggles inside the Lebanese society. Lebanon therefore - as was 
underlined both by the MECC "Consultation on Christian Presence and Witness in 
the Middle East" last May and the WCC Sixth Assembly last August - has been 
made to carry too large a burden of the problems of the whole region and con- 
tinues to suffer from regional and international powers fighting wars by proxy 
on its territory, thereby making Lebanon more vulnerable to partition or frag- 
mentation along different community lines. 


In order to aid- Lebanon regain its territorial integrity and sovereignty we 
should reiterate the urgent call to all those concerned for a prompt withdrawal 
of all foreign forces from Lebanon. We should as well continue to support the 
efforts of the Lebanese government in reasserting its effective exercise of 
sovereignty in the whole territory of Lebanon with the aim of full independence 
and unity of the Lebanese people. 


In spite of what is happening at present, and as underlined also in the Joint 
Statement on Lebanon by WCC General Secretary Philip Potter and me this month, 
Lebanon continues for us to be a country with unique opportunities for the 
living together of various religous communities and a key for peace for the 
whole area. 


Therefore we appeal to and urge all churches to pray for Lebanon, to render all 
possible humanitarian assistance, and to support the efforts of the Lebanese 
government towards reconciliation within the country and independence of Lebanon. 
We do not lose hope, because through faith we have experienced in our history, 
through suffering and death, the joy and hope of resurrection. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Letter from Toronto" EPS 83.09.64 


Canadian church people have begun to speak and take action against the 
burgeoning pornography industry in the country. 


More and more pornography, mostly American, has been pouring across the border 
in the last few years. While Canadians aren "t hooked to the degree Americans 
appear to be (the US pornography. industry takes in more than conventional 
record and film sales combined), Toronto police say it's a five-million- 
Ganadian-dollar-a-year industry in this country. 


Most Canadian churches have begun taking women's issues somewhat seriously in 
the last few years. They were sparked into action on this example of violence 
against women when pay-television came to Canada. After first being told 
these new channels would broadcast highbrow theatre, musical and film events, 
Canadians then learned Playboy (an American magazine and television channel 
featuring nude women) is also part of this new fare. They were promised 
violent material would not be shown; however, people working against 
pornography agree that Playboy's portayal of women as empty-headed sex objects 
and nothing else is as bad as the violent stuff. 


Playboy - which supports liberal causes such as the nuclear freeze, the black 
civil rights movement, and women's right to choose abortion - has helped the 
pornography industry become legitimate and credible. 


It must also be said that, as a whole, the North American pornography industry 
is growing more violent, especially that which is shown on video cassettes. 
They're the fastest-growing part of the industry and allow the viewing of 
pornography in living colour and sound in the privacy of one's own home. 

Gang rapes, bestiality, whippings and other forms of torture are commonly done 
to the women in these films - with a spillover, say workers at rape crisis 
and battered wives' shelters across the country, into the lives of average 
women. 


Anyway, the knowledge that even "soft-core" material would be coming into the 
homes of Canadians, galvanized many people and gave impetus to feminist groups 
which had been fighting a lonely battle for several years. Rallies were held 
in most large cities, and letters by the thousands poured into the office of 
the television-licensing body. 


The church was not left behind in all of this. Moderator Clarke MacDonald of 
the United Church of Canada sent a letter to editors of newspapers across 
Canada, protesting the decision and calling on "thoughtful Canadians every- 
where" to do the same. "Porgnography, whatever its nature", he wrote, ‘'demeans 
women and diminishes genuine sexuality". Other church representatives, 
including the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, wrote statements of 
protest. During the recent Anglican general synod, the 300 delegates placed 


pornography high on the agenda (along with nuclear disarmament and family 
violence). 


In terms of concrete action, a broadly-based ecumenical coalition has been 
meeting monthly since the winter in an effort to pool resources and carry back 
concrete suggestions to each church. Also, the United Church has formed a 
working group on pornography, the first task of which is writing a report on 
the issue. Both groups want to spur to action the thousands of church women 
in the country, which could constitute a major force in closing down the 
pornography industry. 
Joanne Fatrhart (EPS Toronto correspondent) 
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SHOPTALK 


Situatton Report 3 on the 1983 drought/famine tn Ghana (15 September) 
is available on request to the WCC inter-chureh atd commtsston (CICARWS) , 
Box 66, 1211 Geneva 20. 


Final statistics on WCC Stxth Assembly parttctpants by category, plus 
data on the 847 delegates who attended in terms of age, sex, regton, 
and church tradition are avatlable to journaltsts on request to EPS. 


The European regton of the World Student Chrtsttan Federation has 
published "Before the Cock Crows: Bibltcal and Theologteal Reflection 

in the Student Christian Movements tn Europe Today." The sales prtce 

is 5 US dollars. It ts available through the regtonal offtce (GUtgatan 3, 
S-752 22 Uppsala) or through the inter-regional office (27 chemin des 
Créts-de-Pregny, 1218 Grand Saconnex, Geneva). 
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SUDAN CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
WARN ON ISLAMIZATION Service 83.10.01 


KHARTOUM (EPS) -— Leaders of four Sudanese denominations which account for the 
bulk of the country's Christian minority have written to Sudanese President 
Gaafar Mohamed Nimeiri to "register our strong objection to the institution 
of Sharia [Islamic] law as the system of administering justice for all people 
im the Sudan’: 


The letter is signed by Roman Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian and Evangelical 
leaders, plus Sudan Council of Churches General Secretary Clement Janda. 

About 10 percent of the population is counted as Christian, mostly Roman 
Catholic and Anglican. About three quarters are Muslim. Most of the rest of 
the 22 million Sudanese are members of various tribal religions. 


The letter recalls "the many achievements" of the Nimeiri government in the 
past 14 years, including four "philosophical, political and moral trends 
which have characterized constitutional and cultural development of our 
society" - "spirit of reconciliation", "faith in achieving peace and commit- 
ment to peaceful resolution of differences", "spirit of open discussions", 
and the 1973 constitution which "gives recognition to all heavenly religions, 
specifically the two religions of Islam and Christianity". 


However, the letter suggests that "the trends of the past 14 years seem to 
be changing", of which one example is said to be the recent "islamization of 
the Sudanese legal system''. The leaders call the legal changes "detrimental 
to the interest of Christian communities, detrimental to the rights of the 
individual, detrimental to equality before the law, detrimental to adminis-— 
tration of justice in a society with a multiplicity of racial, ethnic, 
religious groupings". 


In Geneva, World Council of Churches officials recalled the WCC role in 
promoting negotiations which led to the 1972 Addis Ababa agreement ending 17 
years of civil war in Sudan. The letter writers cite that accord as an 
example of a praiseworthy approach to "peaceful resolution of differences". 


EPS 
US CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
IN ETHIOPIA APPEAL Service 83.10.02 


NEW YORK (EPS) - Fifteen US church leaders have appealed to UN Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar to help arrange a ceasefire in Ethiopia to 
allow famine assistance to reach stricken areas. Their letter was initiated 
by Bread for the World, a Christian anti-hunger lobby. 


Signers of the appeal include the president of the National Council of 
Churches (Indiana United Methodist Bishop James Armstrong), and heads of 
denominations (or their offices or agencies) including Roman Catholic, 
Southern Baptist, Baptist General, United Church of Christ, African Methodist 
Episcopal, American Baptist, Presbyterian (USA), United Methodist, Lutheran 
Church in America, American Lutheran, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and 
Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches. 


The letter follows a warning from three US church-related aid agencies - 
the NCC's Church World Service, Catholic Relief Services and Lutheran World 
Relief - that a million Ethiopians risk starving to death unless aid arrives 
quickly. The situation in the north is said to be especially bad, with the 
distribution of food and medicine obstructed by fighting between government 
and anti-government forces. EPS 


Ecumenical Press 


SCOTTISH CHURCH LEADERS 
Service 83.10.03 


APPEAL ON MISSILES, AID 


EDINBURGH (EPS) - Scottish church leaders - Roman Catholic, Reformed and 
Anglican - have criticized the proposed deployment of cruise missiles in 
Britain "in the face of serious and informed opposition from people in all 


sections of society”. 


In a letter delivered to Queen Elisabeth and Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, 
the signers - leading members of the Church of Scotland and all the country's 

Episcopal and Roman Catholic bishops - urge a positive policy of international 
aid and development to replace efforts to achieve security by an escalating 


arms race. 


"At present we commit enormous sums of money, vast quantities of material 
resources and, most vitally, the creative lives of many of our front-rank 
scientists and engineers to this spiral of destruction", they write. "Yet 
Britain has not yet honoured its promise to provide 0.7 per cent of gross 
national product to aid for countries in need." 


The church leaders say there is an increasing tendency for those in govern- 
ment to avoid serious public debate and instead to attempt to denigrate or 
marginalize those who oppose them. '"In this we discern part of the danger 
which arises from a reliance upon deterrence through a threat of destruction", 
they observe. "Decisions of life and death become concentrated in the hands 
of fewer and fewer to whom any questioning of authority is unacceptable." 


EPS 
NORWEGIAN SUPREME COURT Ecumenical Press 
UPHOLDS PASTOR'S OUSTER ‘Service 83.10.04 


OSLO (EPS) - Norway's supreme court has unanimously upheld the removal of a 
Lutheran parish pastor because he refuses to carry out his duties as a civil 
servant, such as keeping certain civil records. Bérre Knudsen, vicar of 
Balsfjord, has refused as a protest against the country's 1979 law allowing 
abortions through the 12th week of pregnancy. 


Knudsen Says he intends to abide by the judgment. He has also been refusing 
his state salary, with financial support coming from parishioners and others 
favouring his stand. In its decision, the court noted that any church civil 
servant 1s entitled to argue against the law. 


The Norwegian government minister for church and education, Christian Democrat 
Kjell Magne Bondevik (also a Church of Norway pastor), is now to declare the 
post vacant. Bondevik says basic changes in the state-church system must be 
made by representative bodies, not by the actions of individual pastors. 


Knudsen's bishop, Arvid Nergaard, has offered Knudsen another diocesan post, 
but observes that "nobody can be a free church pastor within the Church of 
Norway". Oslo Bishop Andreas Aarflot, CN primate, says he hopes Knudsen will 
continue to make himself available for church service. 


Currently, some CN clergy (bishops, deans and rural deans, vicars and 
perpetual curates) are also civil servants; others (resident curates and 


curates) are not. Indications are that Knudsen's parish may offer him a non- 
Clv1il service post. 


EPS 


SA CHURCH LEADERS URGE: Ecumenical Press 
VOTE NO ON CONSTITUTION Service 83.10.05 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Leaders of South Africa's three largest interracial 
denominations - Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Methodist - have urged 
rejection of proposed constitutional changes. A referendum on them is to be 
held among the country's white minority [2 November]. 


The changes would give the country's Indians and Coloureds (people classed 
as mixed-race) their own national assemblies, though it would continue to 
exclude the country's 22 million blacks (70 percent of the population) from 
any political role outside that in small black-only "homelands" whose 
independence has not been recognised outside South Africa. 


Anglican primate and Cape Town archbishop Philip Russell declined to suggest 
which way whites should vote, but he recalled that he was part of a 
unanimous vote by his diocesan council last June to "reject and resist" the 
plan, which would "lead to greater separation and division". 


South African Methodist President Khoza Mgojo said [17 September] that while 
"some might see limited merit" in the proposals, his denomination "cannot 
Support them because they are alien to the reconciling gospel of Jesus Christ 
and the doctrine of Methodism since its founding". 


In a pastoral letter [25 September], South Africa's Roman Catholic bishops 
sad"we cannot accept a constitution that prevents people from crossing 
racial barriers and working together for unity". 


Opposition to the proposal has also been voiced by a group of 193 ordained 
ministers in the country's three white-only Reformed denominations, the 
large NGK (the denomination of most of the léaders of the country's white- 
minority government) and the smaller NHK and GK. 


The pastors associated themselves with the views of Carl Boshoff, chair of 
the South African Bureau of Racial Affairs, an academic think-tank which 
supports the country's apartheid (race separation) system. Boshoff said 
opposition comes from a "fear that the new constitution will eventually 
result in integration and put the white in a minority position". The 
pastors' statement also objectedto "powersharing with people like the Hindus 
and Moslems who reject the Bible's principles". 


August saw formal establishment of a United Democratic Front, at a rally 
attended by more than 10,000, and addressed by World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches President Allan Boesak. UDF opposition is based on premises and 
principles like those of the leaders of the interracial denominations. 


EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OFFICIAL Ecumenical Press 
SEES "MISUNDERSTANDING' Service 83.10.06 


GENEVA (EPS) - World Council of Churches International Affairs Director 

Ninan Koshy expressed [23 September] deep "regret [at] the misunderstanding" 
related to a telex on the situation in Sri Lanka sent from here to Vancouver 
[29 July] during the WCC assembly there. In his letter to the Sri Lanka UN 
ambassador here, Tissa Jayakoddy, Koshy added he "was surprised by the way tt 
was reported in the Sri Lanka press". 


The message at issue was sent to Koshy by Nico Keulemans, the WCC emergencies 
officer. He was in charge of theWCC office during the assembly, when most 
senior staff were in Vancouver. 


Koshy told the ambassador that Keulemans, "as he had been instructed, was 
just passing on information through strictly internal channels on situations 
of interest to the officials of the council... The information was transmitted 
to me personally. It was confidential information that we needed to assess. 
It was not made public in any form" by the WCC nor did it "form the basis" 
for any WCC action, he added. 

On 10 August, the Sri Lankan ministry of state said the message included "a 
distorted picture of violence in Sri Lanka with several gross falsehoods", 
which it specifically denied. Two days later, Anglican, Methodist and Roman 
Catholic leaders, plus the chair of the National Christian Council,in Sri 
Lanka -said they had nothing’ to do with the telex. 


In his letter, Koshy observed that "in dealing with different national 
situations, we are extremely cautious in assessing and analyzing information. 
we receive, and this has been the case with the Sri Lanka situation also”. 

He described the "breach of confidentiality involved" in terms of release of 
the contents as "most serious, as is the way in which the status of internal 
memorandum has been misrepresented". 


Sri Lanka has experienced major inter-communal violence in recent months, 
much of it directed against the Tamil minority. Before it concluded 

[10 August], the WCC assembly adopted a "minute on the situation", which, 
among other things, urges the WCC general secretary to "assist processes that 
will lead to a cessation of the violence and a political settlement" 

[EPS 83.10.19]. 


On 1 August, the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) issued an appeal 
for 125,000 US dollars to assist victims of the violence. Last month 

[19 September] it distributed an appeal from the National Christian Council 
of Sri Lanka for 300,000 US dollars to assist 1,000 Sri Lankan families under 
the asupices of a new National Christian Council Rehabilitation Committee. 


Koshy told Jayakoddy that WCC "efforts through the churches in Sri Lanka to 
assist 1n programmes of relief and rehabilitation" are "with the sole 
objective of helping processes that will lead to political solutions with a 
view to promoting justice and reconciliation" in the country. 


EPS 


GDR CHURCH SYNOD Ecumenical Press 
IN PEACE APPEAL Service 83.10.07 


POTSDAM (EPS) - The synod of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the 
GDR, which groups eight regional Lutheran and United churches, has urged the 
GDR government to accept six points related to peace and disarmament issues, 
including that the GDR work within the Warsaw Pact so that no new short- 
range nuclear rockets are stationed in the country. 


The pact, which groups the Soviet Union and several East European countries, 
has said it might station new weapons in East Europe in response to the 
planned installation of new US missiles in NATO countries in West Europe. 
The synod described the NATO plan as a new military threat and a new round 
in the arms race. 


The other points urged on the GDR government are that it agree to a nuclear 
freeze, promote the UN disarmament campaign, declare possession or use of 
nuclear weapons a crime against humanity, apply all the parts of the recent 
Madrid conference report, and improve personal contacts between East and 
West Germans "to reduce mutual fear and promote peace". 


Federation leaders also said that church members must be allowed by the state 
to pursue their peace campaigning without reprisals and be allowed to freely 
express their views. A report from the bishops and chief executives of the 
eight churches said that the government is more willing to allow church 
efforts on behalf of disarmament overseas than at home. "Why is it not 
possible to carry this fine practice of trustful cooperation between various 
social forces into the internal political scene? Why do mistrust, suspicion 
and strict demarcation rule here, particularly towards youth?" the report 


asks. EPS 
LEBANESE CHRISTIAN LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
URGE CEASEFIRE, WITHDRAWAL Service 83.10.08 


BEIRUT (EPS) - Leaders of Lebanon's Christian communities termed /25 September/ 
the new ceasefire in their country "an essential condition for...beginning all 
political debate." They also reiterated the "extreme urgency of the withdrawal 
of all illegal non-Lebanese forces." 


Meeting at the headquarters of Eastern Orthodox (Church of Antioch) Metropolitan 
Elias Audeh, the group also included leaders of the country's Maronite, Chaldean, 
Armenian, and Latin-Rite Roman Catholics, Armenian and Syrian Oriental Orthodox, 
and Assyrian (Nestorian) Christians. 


The church representatives urged particular attention to the question of displaced 
persons, in particular refugees of Deir el-Kamar. They rejected "all forced 
relocation of persons." They offered their "total and unconditional allegiance 

to Lebanon" as a country for "all its children," and referred favorably to a 
recent Muslim statement affirming the same principle. 


They also affirmed a democratic system for the country and "the establishment 
of social | justice in all senses of the term and of equality for all citizens 
in terms of rights and obligations" as the "main objective for the nation 
after the liberation of its territory and recovery of its independence." 


In Lebanon currently are Israeli, Syrian, Iranian, Lybian, and Palestinian 
forces, as well as an international "peace-keeping force" which includes US, 


French, and Italian troops. 
EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.10.09-15 . 


83.10.09 MARRIED ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS: The Roman Catholic bishops of 
England and Wales have asked the Vatican for permission to ordain as priests 
married clergy from other traditions who become Roman Catholics. Westminster 
Archbishop Basil Hume told a meeting of priests last month that the number of 
such ordinations would not be great, that they would not weaken the current 
celibacy requirements for Roman Catholic priests, and that they would not 
diminish the bishops' commitment to ecumenism. A few such married priests 
have been ordained in Germany, Australia and the US in the last 30 years. 


83.10.10 INTERNATIONAL YOUTH YEAR CONTEST: The youth sub-unit of the World 
Council of Churches is sponsoring a poster-calendar contest for young artists 
(born in 1953 or later). Deadline for entries is next 1 July. The design is 
to interpret the theme of International Youth Year ("participation, develop- 
ment, peace"), set for 1985 by the UN general assembly. Details about 
technical specifications and entry procedures are available from the sub-unit 
at Box 66, 1211 Geneva 20. 


83.10.11 ANDROPOV REPLIES: Soviet President Yuri Andropov has replied 
indirectly to a mid-July letter from the officers of the Lutheran World 
Federation which urged the US and USSR to "make mutual concessions" at 
Geneva arms-reduction talks. A note to the LWF from Soviet Ambassador 

M.S. Stytenko, in Geneva, says Andropov has "acquainted himself with" the 
LWF letter and "expresses a high opinion of the willingness of the church to 
intensify its activities in favour of peace and mutual understanding among 
nations". He adds that the USSR "has done much to meet its partner halfway, 
while the USA is persisting in its stiff and obviously unrealistic demands 
for the USSR unilateral disarmament". The LWF reports no response to date 
from the USA. 


83.10.12 SWEDISH CHURCH IN DRUG FIGHT: The [Lutheran] Church of Sweden 
general assembly has decided to make 1984 a year to concentrate on combatting 
drug abuse in the country. 


83.10.13 SWEDISH ECUMENISM: The Stockholm-based Church Information Centre 
has assessed the country's third national ecumenical conference, held earlier 
this year in Joenkoeping. It suggests that ecumenism is making slow but 
steady progress, and is "as strong among the laity as it is in the formal 
ecumenical dialogues". Previous conferences were in 1972 and 1977. 


83.10.14 TAIWAN OPPOSITION: The conference of Roman Catholic bishops in 
Talwan 1s opposing the government's proposed law on religion, suggesting that 


many of its points would "appear to aim at control more than at protection of 
religion". 


83.10.15 FOREIGN NEIGHBOURS WEEK: "Overcoming fear and becoming good neigh- 
bours" is the theme of an FRG-wide "foreign neighbours week" sponsored this 
year [25 September - 1 October] by the council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany , the Greek Orthodox diocese, the conference of FRG Roman Catholic 
bishops, and the Joint Working Group of Christian Churches in the FRG and 
West Berlin. Of the 4.6 million non-FRG citizens in the country, the largest 
single group is the 1.6 million Turks. A statement from organisers of the 
week says "the roots of our fears lie in our inability to carry out the 
einogonnielate to love our neighbour". A report from the EKD observes that 

foreigners and minorities are often treated for scapegoats and blamed for 
[economic and social] problems which already existed". 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.10.16-18 


83.10.16 USA ANGLICAN LETTER: US Episcopal /Anglican/ Presiding Bishop John 
Allin has written to the 65 Episcopalians in the Congress (the US legislature) 
to emphasize their denomination's peacemaking ministries, strongly endorsed 
by the 1982 Episcopal general convention. "I write," he concluded, "as one 
anxious to help find the way to a well reasoned peace with justice. Let me 
know if I can be of help as you carry out the responsibilities your fellow 
citizens have placed on you." 


83.10.17 GDR POLICIES, ACTIONS: As the recent synod of the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches in the GDR began /EPS 83.10.07/, a deacon involved with 
youth work and the peace movement in Halle was sentenced to three years in 
prison for anti-state activity. Earlier in the month, a pastor was among 
several people detained briefly after a demonstration in Berlin on GDR 

"world peace day," 1 September. The synod resolved to pursue the case of 

the deacon. A new report from London-based Amnesty International is critical 
of some official GDR actions and attitudes which regulate rights of expression 
and emigration. Among examples it cites are some related to church peace and 
other activities. 


83.10.18 FRG RC BISHOPS ON PROTESTS: At their conference in Fulda, the 65 
bishops from the 22 Roman Catholic jurisdictions in the FRG have criticized some 
anti-state actions in protest. of the projected installation of US missiles 

in the FRG later this year. The bishops said that with some few exceptions, 

of which this issue is not one, in a democracy the minority ought generally 

to defer to the majority in terms of public~policy decisions. 


EPS 
ECUTEXT: ‘Minute on the Situation in Sri Lanka" EPS 83.1019 


The followtng was approved by the World Counctl of Churches Stxth Assembly tn 
August. 


During the first week of the Assembly, we received the news about the violence 
in Sri Lanka which resulted in the death of many and which made thousands 
homeless. The Officers of the Council sent cables to the President of Sri 
Lanka and the churches there expressing profound concern. They assured the 
churches and all the people of Sri Lanka the prayers of the Assembly. 


There have been earlier actions by the WCC protesting against the Prevention 
of Terrorism Act and other legislative enactments and criticising the 
violation of human rights in Sri Lanka. 


The WCC has now received first-hand information on the situation there. The 
Assembly commends the churches in Sri Lanka for their praise-worthy efforts 
in relief and rehabilitation and for their ministry of reconciliation under 
difficult circumstances. 


It asks the General Secretary a) to intensify efforts through CICARWS to 
assist the churches in their programmes of relief and rehabilitation; 

b) to give priority through the programmes of PCR and CCIA to the underlying 
racial conflicts and the violation of human rights especially as they affect 
the Tamil community, and to assist processes that will lead to a cessation 
of the violence and a political settlement; c) to provide information and 
analysis of the situation in Sri Lanka to member churches. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Minute on the Situation in Lesotho" EPS 83.10.20 


The following was approved by the World Counetl of Churches Sixth Assembly, 
tn Vaneouver last August. 


In the recent period there has been a disturbing increase in the violation of 
human rights in Lesotho, with arbitrary arrests, detentions, torture, and 
even political killings. 


Responding to the demands of the gospel, the Lesotho Evangelical Church has 
witnessed boldly in defense of justice and human rights for all people in the 
country. This has created considerable difficulties for the church and many 
of its members had to pay a heavy price for their service to God and people. 


The Assembly requests the General Secretary to extend all possible support to 
the Lesotho Evangelical Church in its ministry, especially in the area of 
human rights, and to disseminate information among member churches on the 
situation there. : 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Minute on the Armenian Genocide" EPS 83.10.21 


The following was approved by the World Counetl of Churches Sixth Assembly, 
tn Vancouver last August. 


During this Assembly's discussion of violations of human rights, our attention 
has been drawn to the historical reality and present threat of genocide to 
some peoples. Far too often these occurrences are passed over in silence. 

In certain current instances, this is being used by groups to justify wholly 
unacceptable acts of violence. 


In this context, we have been reminded once again of the tragic massacre of 
one-and-a-half million Armenians in Turkey and the deportation of another 
half-million from this historic homeland at the beginning of this century. 
The silence of the world community and deliberate efforts to deny even 
historical facts have been consistent sources of anguish and growing despair 
to the Armenian people, the Armenian churches, and many others. 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affars of the World Council 
of Churches has raised this concern in the United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights with reference to the latter's study of the Question of Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. 


The Assembly requests the General Secretary to provide information to the 
churches on this and to continue to pursue the matter in appropriate contexts. 

Public recognition of those events is essential in order that they do not 

cont inue to engender violent acts of retribution, and that through remembering 
nai history of the Armenian people other peoples might be spared a similar 
ate. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Lebanon Pauses in Pursuit of Peace" EPS 83.10.22 


This assessment of the sttuatton tn Lebanon in the wake of the ceasefire 
agreed late last month was prepared by Ghassan Rubetz. A Lebanese, he ts 
Middle East secretary wtth the World Counetl of Churches Commisston on 
Inter-Church Atd, Refugee, and World Service. Hts complete text ts available 
to journaltsts on request. 


Will the current ceasefire in Lebanon lead to peace? The chances look slim, 
but one has to hope. The current political realities show no essential 
change, but recent events have alleviated basic destabilizing factors in the 
country. Consequently, there are some features for potential peace making 
in the Lebanese scene: 1. the demonstration of the effectiveness of the 
Lebanese army; 2. the new balance of power between the militias; 3. the 
weakening of the separationist solution; 4. the painful reality of foreign 
occupation; 5. the risky superpower confrontation. 


Against these new and sobering realities there exists an overwhelming set of 
negative factors which have kept Lebanon divided and subservient to alien 
powers since its inception in 1920. Some of these factors are specific to 
the Christian or the Muslim communities, but some are common to all Lebanese. 
Let me list the common factors that have caused trouble: 1. dominance of 
loyalty to religious authority and factional leadership; 2. unreliable 
political leadership; 3. the absence of political parties of a truly 
national scope. 


Secondly, I observe the following communication barriers among the Christians: 
1. an irrational fear of becoming drowned in the sea of Islamic fundamentalism; 
2. an air of superiority regarding the contribution of Christians to the 
Lebanese phenomenon; 3. an aversion to the Arab regimes which have not seemed 
to have experimented sufficiently with democracy; 4. an historic and 

currently unrealistic dependence on the Western powers and on Israel in the 
face of threat of Arab-Islamic opposition, domestically and regionally. 


The Muslim's point of view equally poses problems to the hopes of building a 
new, viable Lebanon. Why? Because: 1. Muslim Lebanese have not yet 
emotionally accepted the legitimate boundaries of Lebanon; 2. rhetorical 
politics of Muslim leaders; 3. lack of sufficient sensitivity to the 'fears' 
of Christians as a minority; 4. the weakening of secular leadership.... 


The ceasefire precedes a conference of national reconciliation which will 
bring together 10 traditional leaders of all factions. With a few exceptions, 
these negotiators of peace, whose average age is 63, have had long records 

in opportunistic Lebanese politics. They have learned and taught the 
language of prejudice, fear, and violence. 


Already the various factions have been threatening to return to the barracks 
if the 'other side does not compromise.’ Hundreds of thousands of displaced 
Lebanese inside and outside Lebanon are eagerly watching the moves of their 
politicians to see if a positive breakthrough can come. This might be a 
historical turning point, but it is doubtful if the Lebanese will recognise 
this opportunity. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Zambian President's Message to Church" EPS 83.10.23 


The followtng ts excerpted from an address by Zambtan President Kenneth 
Kaunda to the 25th anniversary celebratton of the Mindolo Ecumenteal 
Foundatton tn Kitwe. The full text appeared tn the Lusaka-based "Nattonal 
Mirror" (9-22 September), an "tndependent, Chritsttan newspaper". About half 
the stx mtllton Zambtans are counted as Chrtsttans (about half of them 

Roman Catholte). In additton, about a fifth are Jehovah's Witnesses. 
Altogether, the country counts about 130 denominattons. 


We, as believers in God, must face up to this challenge in Zambia. We must 
start to rise to the occasion of oneness in Zambia. Oneness is both the sub- 
stance and watchword of our nation. 


I say "we" because I am not only a believer in God, I am a convinced man in 
God and the love of God. I therefore share this discordant diversity in 
Zambia among the servants of the Lord. 


In stating what I am saying, I am not advocating the establishment of one 
church in Zambia. I know in the nature of things, one church worship is not 
possible at this stage for us believers in Zambia. This is not because of the 
immaturity of man in the knowledge and worship of God. We believers have yet 
to fathom the true depths of God and outgrow our personal infatuations about 
what God is and how best to acknowledge and serve him in our lives. 


But while we accept this tragic spiritual dilemma from history that has 
brought upon us a proliferation of church denominations faiths and rites, we 
can in Zambia at least work to build one articulate church movement in Zambia: 


- a church movement that is enlightened across its full length; - a church 
movement in Zambia that speaks with one voice; - a church movement that works 
to provide the same needs and services to the Zambian person; - a church 


movement that links the Zambian person direct to his and her God without 
deviating him or her first into the sentiments and personalities of other 
nations; - a church movement that understands and identifies with the 
convictions, aspirations, philosophy and ideology of the Zambian person. 


In other words, a church movement in Zambia that goes out and deep down to 
build its foundations here in Zambia: a movement that is fully united with 
the soil and people of Zambia. 


I believe all the church denominations in this country are today sufficiently 
developed and mature; sufficiently identified with the Zambian person and 

his aspirations; and can build this foundation of unity-in-action in Zambia. 
The church must complement the political unity of the Zambian person at least 

in a show of a unity-in-action in the service of the Zambian person while 
encased in its diversity of denominations, beliefs and rites. The church in 
Zambia, as a movement should not allow itself to thrive on active disarray. 
While other fronts are making efforts to consolidate their unity, the church 
should not be the front where anything can go anywhere and each thing searching 
only after its particular and special interest.... 


Today, the Zambian person has a strong and uniting political national fall- 
back position. What he needs on the spiritual side is an equally reliable and 
uniting religious national fall-back position. It is important that what we 


build by disciplined unity on one hand, we do not as a nation destroy by dis- 
unity on the other hand... 
EPS 
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Claudius Cartoon Series 4 12 cartoon series 
selected from “CANVAS” the Sixth Assembly daily newspaper. 
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NEW WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE OFFICERS: (3052), (3053) WCC moderator, Heinz 
Joachim Held, Evangelical Church in (West) Germany; (8054) WCC vice moderator, Sylvia 
Ross Talbot, African Methodist Episcopal Church, USA; (83055) WCC vice moderator, 
Metropolitan Chrysostomos, Ecumenical Patriarchate, Turkey. 


SEVEN NEW WCC PRESIDENTS: (3056) Marga Buhrig, Switzerland, Reformed; (3057) 
W.P.K. Makhulu, Botswana, Anglican; (3058) R. Nita Barrow, Barbados, Methodist; (83059) 
Johannes Hempel, German Democratic Republic, Lutheran; (3060) Lois Wilson, Canada, United; 
(3061) Paulos Gregorios, India, Oriental Orthodox; (3062) Ignatios IV, Syria, Eastern Orthodox; 
(3063) Six of the new WCC presidents: (left to right) Buhrig, Makhulu, Barrow, Hempel, Wilson, 
Gregorios. 


(3064) Marilyn Moffat, USA, and Andrew Hsiao, Hong Kong, share the Lord’s Supper during the 
historic Lima Liturgy in the worship tent. (3065) Cartoon series by Claudius Ceccon, Brazil; 
(3066) Robert Runcie, Archbishop of Canterbury, at a meeting with Assembly visitors. 
(3067-68) A gift to the World Council of Churches from Native People of Canada, a 1 7-meter 
totem pole was raised at the WCC Assembly in Vancouver. After the Assembly it was sent 
by boat from Vancouver to Antwerp and then trucked to WCC headquarters in Geneva. 
(8068 also shows Assembly worship tent) 


NOUVEAU BUREAU DU COMITE CENTRAL DU COE: (3052), (3053) le président, 
Heinz Joachim Held, Eglise évangélique d’Allemagne (RFA); (3054) la vice-présidente, 
Sylvia Ross Talbot, Eglise méthodiste épiscopale africaine, Etats-Unis; (3055) le vice- 

président, le métropolite Chrysostomos, Patriarcat cecuménique, Turquie. 


LES SEPT NOUVEAUX PRESIDENTS DU COE: (3056) Marga Buhrig, Suisse, 
réformée; (3057) W.P.K. Makhulu, Botswana, anglican; (3058) R. Nita Barrow, La 
Barbade, méthodiste; (3059) Johannes Hempel, République démocratique allemande, 
luthérien; (3060) Lois Wilson, Canada, Eglise unie; (3061) Paulos Gregorios, Inde, 
orthodoxe oriental; (3062) Ignatios IV, Syrie, orthodoxe byzantin; (3063) Six des 
nouveaux présidents du COE: (de gauche a droite) M. BUhrig, W.P.K. Makhulu, 

R. Nita Barrow, J. Hempel, L. Wilson, P. Gregorios. 


(3064) Marilyn Moffat, Etats-Unis, et Andrew Hsiao, Hong-Kong, participant ala 
Sainte Céne lors de la liturgie de Lima dans la tente des cultes. (3065) Dessins de 
Claudius Ceccon, Brésil; (3066) Robert Runcie, archevéque de Cantorbéry, 
lors d'une réunion avec les visiteurs de |'Assemblée. (3067-68) Don fait au 
COE par les autochtones canadiens, ce mat totémique de 17 m.aétéhissé lors 
de Il'Assemblée du COE a Vancouver. Aprés l Assemblée, il a été envoyé par 
bateau de Vancouver a Anvers et sera transporté ensuite au siége du COE. 
(La photo 3068 montre également la tente des cultes.) 
Photos: WCC/ COE 
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SHOPTALK 


The wCcC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) has released 
the following situation reports, available to journalists 
on request to it: 


a) Argentina - Floods (no. 2, 30 September) 


b) Ethiopia - Drought and Displaced-.Persons (no. 14, 
30 September) 


c) India - 1983 Floods in Uttar Pradesh (appeal alert, 
30 September) 


The text of the official announcement of the appointment of 
Joan Delaney [EPS 83.10.24] is available on request. 


In connection with items in this EPS, the following addresses 
may be of interest: 


a) Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism [83.10.51]: 
Box--14+-357,-Bangkok ~-1.01-140 


b) Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility [83.10.50]: 
475 Riverside Drive, New York City 10115 


c) World YWCA [83.10.48]: 
37, Quai Wilson, 1201 Geneva 


dad) Pacific Concerns Resource Center [83.10.25]: 
Box 27692, Honolulu 96827 


WCC MISSION STAFF EMBARGO 11h00 GMT Ecumenical Press 
ADDS MARYKNOLL NUN Tae DY MOGEGD ap Service 83.10.24 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council of Churches and the Vatican announced 

[7 October] the appointment of Maryknoll Sister Joan Delaney to a three-year 
term as a "temporary consultant to assist in... Catholic relationships" with 
the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 


The appointment, effective next January, is by the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity in collaboration with the Vatican Congregation for 
the Evangelization of Peoples. : 


The official announcement said Delaney will work "closely" with the secretariat 
and the congregation, and with the Rome-based International Union of Superiors 
General "in the general context" of WCC-RC relations, a major expression of 
which is a WCC-RC Joint Working Group. It added that "over the last decade, 
the Catholic relationship" with the CWME "has developed progressively", citing, 
among other things, Roman Catholic participation in the 1980 CWME world 
missionary conference in Melbourne, and the "consultative relationship which 
four mission-sending religious congregations have” with CWME. It also spoke of 
the "complementarity found in the great contemporary documents on mission", 
such as Pope Paul VI's "Evangelii Nuntiandi", the 1974 covenant of the 
Lausanne Conference on World Evangelisation, and the 1982 WCC ecumencial 
affirmation on mission and evangelism. 


An American, Delaney has most recently been co-ordinator of the Overseas 
Missionary Research Program at the Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate in Washington. She worked for 19 years in Hong Kong. Among her 
new staff colleagues is one, CWME Deputy Director Ion Bria, who is secretary 
for Orthodox studies and relationships. 


EPS 


AMBASSADOR PROTESTS Ecumenical Press 
PACIFIC PRESENTATION Service 83.10.25 


MAJURO, Marshall Islands (EPS) - A presentation by a graduate student in 
public health at the University of Hawaii on the effects on Marshallese of 
US nuclear testing has prompted strong criticism from a US official. 


Darlene Keju-Johnson addressed a plenary session of the recent Sixth Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches, in Vancouver [EPS 83van.28]. She spoke of 
inadequate health studies and medical treatment by the US, of "jelly fish" 
babies, and of her own medical problems. 


After reports of her presentation appeared in media, Fred Zeder, US ambas- 
sador to the Micronesian status negotiations,called Keju-Johnson's remarks 
"the most nauseating example of bizarre propaganda I have ever seen". The 
US administers the Marshalls and other Pacific islands as a UN trust territory. 


In reply, Keju-Johnson said the ambassador's remarks are "lacking scientific 
backing and contradicted by some of his own government's scientific reports". 
She said his letter "insults the Marshallese people by calling their state- 
ments ‘fabrications and untruths'". 


Zeder linked Keju-Johnson's presentation and a report of a WCC visitation 
team which went to the islands last May [EPS 83.05.24]. She was not part of 
the visiting church group. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS. 83.10. 26-33 


83.10.26 EKD FOR FREEZE: The council of the Evangelical Church in [West] 
Germany (EKD) has called for a "nuclear freeze", including a halt to the 
development, testing, production and deployment of new nuclear weapons in 
both East and West. 


83.10.27 TORTURER EXCOMMUNICATION: A Roman Catholic church assembly in Chile 
has asked the pope to excommunicate all Chilean citizens involved in torturing 
others. Most Chileans are counted as Roman Catholics. 


83.10.28 POLISH AGRICULTURAL AID: The Roman Catholic.Church and the Polish 
government are working on a church-state effort to provide financial assis- 
tance for Polish agriculture. A communiqué published in Warsaw said there is 
"eruitful collaboration" on this proposal "despite different points of view on 
many subjects". 


83.10.29 TUTU TRAVEL BAN: Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu, general secretary of 
the South African Council of Churches, says applications he submitted for 
permission to attend upcoming meetings in Geneva and the US have been denied 

by the government without any reason given. "T've lost track of how many times 
this year they've denied me permission to travel", he remarked. After several 
applications, he was permitted to leave the country to attend the closing days 
of the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches, in Vancouver last 
August. Tutu is an outspoken critic of the country's apartheid (race 
separation) system. 


83.10.30 PASTORAL COUNSELLORS ON WAR: A resolution signed by 114 delegates 
from 20 countries at the 1983 International Congress on Pastoral Care and 
Counselling in San Francisco is being circulated. It supports a "mutual, 
verifiable and immediate nuclear freeze by all of the nuclear powers" and urges 
pastoral counsellors to "make peace counselling a special emphasis within their 
work", 


83.10.31 VAN DIS OBIT: Jan van Dis, of Hilversum, Netherlands, died 

30 September. Treasurer of the London-based World Association of Christian 
Communication since 1976, he was 63. He retired in 1982 as deputy governor 
of the Dutch province of North Holland, a post he assumed in 19/0 after two 
decades of work with NCRV, a Dutch Christian broadcasting organisation. 


83.10.32 BLACK CHURCH ASSEMBLY: Plans have been announced for a "national 
assembly of black churches" to be held in New Orleans next 4-6 April. Among 
proposals suggested for the assembly to consider are creation of a black 
national bank with resources from black US churches. Those attending a plan= 
ning meeting in New York [26 September] included representatives of three 
mostly black Baptist denominations, as well as American Baptist, Church of 

God in Christ, Mennonite, Moravian, Seventh-day Adventist and United Methodist 
leaders. Invited but not attending were Lutheran, Southern Baptist, Roman 
Catholic and Presbyterian representatives. | 


83.10.33 JAPAN PEACE PASTORAL: Japan's Roman Catholic bishops have issued 
a pastoral letter on peace. Among other things, it acknowledges Japanese 

responsibility for 10 million deaths during World War 2. It urges a halt to 
all experiments, production and development of nuclear weapons; abolition 


of all existing nuclear arms, and establishment of nuclear-free zones in 
East Asia and elsewhere. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.10.34-40 


83.10.34 POLISH DISPUTE: Polish Communist Party newspaper Trybuna Ludu says 
crosses hung in state schools are a "violation of the law''. It added 

[3 October] that "in most modern countries (including the United States) 
public education has a secular nature", The newspaper called opposition 
from the Roman Catholic leadership to removal of the crosses "fanaticism and 
intolerance", The bishops say the removal violates earlier government 
"assurances", 


83.10.35 AFRICAN REFUGEES: Richard Murigande, refugee secretary for the 
Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches, says lack of co-ordination 
between governmental and non-governmental agencies means "duplication and 
mismanagement of programmes, leaving many needy refugees and displaced people 
without basic necessities" in Africa. Speaking to a UN seminar in Nairobi, 
he urged closer links among agencies involved in refugee work to overcome 
such difficulties. 


83.10.36 FRENCH PRIVATE EDUCATION: French government proposals to change 
laws and understandings governing private education in the country have 
prompted expressions of concern in recent months from some involved in the 
field. About one French pupil in six attends private schools - 93 percent 
Roman Catholic, 5 percent secular, 2 percent other religious. 


83.10.37 ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE: The 32nd Ecumenical Institute semester 
opened [13 October]. With the theme "visible church unity in a divided 
world", the programme includes about 60 participants from about 30 countries. 
The institute is part of the World Council of Churches and related to the 
University of Geneva. It is housed at the Chateau de Bossey, near Geneva. 


83.10.38 CHURCH AND STATE IN HUNGARY: KIPA, the Swiss Roman Catholic news 
agency, says "the marriage of convenience between the Hungarian [Roman 
Catholic] bishops and the Communist regime in Budapest - which protects the 
church from repression as in Czechoslovakia, but precludes the sort of 
political role it plays in Poland - today seems to be in a honeymoon period". 
It quotes Imre Niklos, Hungarian state secretary with the religious affairs 
portfolio, as calling "cooperation with the church in mutual respect 
absolutely essential". 


83.10.39 ECUMENICAL MISSION CONFERENCE: What is described as the first joint 
mission conference in England took place in Hoddesdon [27-30 September]. It 
brought together about 150 representatives from the National Missionary 
Council (an organisation of Roman Catholic groups) and the Conference for 
World Mission, part of the British Council of Churches (of which the Roman 
Catholic Church is not a member). 


83.10.40 BRAZIL PRESBYTERIANS: A Presbyterian denomination formed in 1978 
by members of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil favouring more attention to 
ecumenism and a “preferential option for the poor” has a new name. The 
National Federation of Presbyterian Churches is now the United Presbyterian 
Church in Brazil. Meanwhile, the PCB has decided not to establish a 
relationship with the new Presbyterian Church (USA), formed last June by the 
reunion of the Presbyterian Church (US) and the United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA. The PCB traces its ties to the PCUS back to 1859. It broke ties 
with the UPC in 1972 because the UPC was more sympathetic than the PCB to 
ecumenism and liberation theology. 

EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.10.41-46 


83.10.41 INTER-AMERICAN METHODIST CONSULTATION: Representatives of the 
global ministries board of the United Methodist Church and of several Latin 
American Methodist denominations met in Lima [12-16 September] to discuss 
relationships and Methodism's role in Latin America. 


83.10.42 NAMIBIA REJECTION: The exeuctive committee of the Council of 
Churches in Namibia rejected the current "terms of reference" of a South 
African commission investigating security legislation in the territory. The 
committee calls them "another insincere and manipulatory effort on behalf of 
the authorities to strengthen and justify existing security legislation", and 
proposes changes in four areas which "may indicate a degree of sincerity on 
the part of the authorities". Among other things, it proposes that "at least 
half" the commissioners be people who "suffer from the present security system 
and that all ... be Namibians". |The council includes eight denominations — 
Methodist (2), Anglican, Lutheran (3), Roman Catholic and Reformed 
(Congregational). 


83.10.43 BISHOP JAILED: Central and South Mexico Anglican Bishop Jose 
Gaudalupe Saucedo is reported in jail because of a dispute with a former 
priest and allegations of fraud against the Mexican government. The bishop's 
diocese is part of the New York-based Episcopal Church. Its presiding bishop, 
John Allin, said [26 September] "the troublesome situation ...is, I believe, 
one that has grown out of an accumulation of misunderstandings rather than out 
of wrongdoing... He has my support and concern in this present crisis." 


83.10.44 COCU COMMISSIONS MEET: The three main working commissions for the 
nine-denomination [US] Consultation on Church Union met [4-6 October] in 
Cincinnati to update current theological agreements, work on procedures to 
bring ministers into one jointly recognised ministry, and propose steps to be 
taken at the next full COCU meeting [26-30 November 1984, Baltimore], to further 
ties among the nine. Formed 21 years ago, COCU includes four Methodist 
denominations plus the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), [Anglican] 
Episcopal Church, National Council of Community Churches, Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and United Church of Christ. Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and Reformed 
Church in America leaders hold commission membership, though their 
denominations are not part of COCU. The three commissions are theology, 
worship and church order. 


83.10.45 GDR LEADER ON CHURCH RELATIONS: GDR Head of State Erich Honecker 
says his government is interested in "open, trustful, constitutional and 
constructive" relations with the church. He also suggested, in an interview 
with the FRG monthly Lutherische Monatshefte, that Christians benefit from GDR 
achievements and therefore support its policies, "especially... efforts to 
avoid... nuclear world war and to secure peace", At its recent synod, the 
federation of the country's eight Lutheran and United territorial churches 
indicated a continuing inclination to support some peace efforts not approved 
by the government [EPS 83.10.07]. 


83.10.46 PEACE PRIZE TO WALESA: Poland's Roman Catholic leaders were described 
in news agency reports as "overjoyed" by the award to Solidarity leader Lech 
Walesa of the 1983 Nobel Peace Prize. Walesa, known as a devout Christian, has 
helped to keep the now banned movement in close contact with the country's 
church leadership. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "NGO Statement on Disarmament" EPS 83.10.47 


A consultation involving 135 representatives of 50 international and regtonal 
and 41 national organisations took place 26-28 September at UN headquarters 
in Geneva. Subject was the UN "world disarmament campaign" and prevention of 
nuclear war. The six points of the consultation's general statement follow. 
Among the non-governmental organisattons which had representatives at the 
meeting were the World Council of Churches (through tts international affatrs 
commission), Lutheran World Federation, Conference of European Churches, 
Christian Peace Conference, Friends World Committee for Consultatton, Inter- 
national Fellowshtp of Reconctltatton, World Alltance of Reformed Churches, 
World YWCA. 


1. We pledge our full support for the United Nations in its efforts to prevent 
nuclear war, to strengthen international security and achieve general and 
complete disarmament. The United Nations was created following World War II 
" ¥. to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war..." and to ensure 
"that armed forces shall not be used, save in the common interest...". We 
witness with concern a growing tendency to denigrate the United Nations and 
to bypass it both in regard to disarmament negotiations and in its peace 
keeping role. We consider that to bypass or to denigrate the United Nations 
endangers world peace and is destructive of a world order based on justice 
and the international rule of law. We urgently call upon the people of the 
world to rally in defence and support of the United Nations and resist all 
efforts to weaken it. We see the United Nations as the true hope of saving 
this, and succeeding generations, from nuclear destruction. 


2. Despite the unanimous decisions of the United Nations General Assembly 
taken in 1961 and again in 1978 and 1982 to achieve general and complete 
disarmament, no real steps have been taken to realise this goal. Whether this 
disregard for the will of the ordinary people of the world is due to a lack or 
political will or to the influence of the military-industrial complexes is 
immaterial; the time has now come for the ordinary people to assert themselves 
before it is too late and to compel their governments to proceed to the 
elimination of all nuclear weapons, to cease the development, production and 
deployment of any weapons of mass destruction, and to divert the resources now 
wasted on armaments. 


3. We call for an intensification of efforts and press for vigorous negotia- 
tions to prevent the deployment of new nuclear missiles in Europe and demand 
substantial reductions of the total number of existing nuclear weapons to 
avoid an extremely dangerous acceleration in arms race and to strengthen 
European and world security. 


4. We welcome the immense public upsurge throughout the world in support of the 
peace movement. We insist on the right of the people to express by public 
peaceful demonstrations their opposition to nuclear weapons and to arms race in 
general. 


5. We consider the results of the Madrid meeting of the States Parties of the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe as an important and positive 
step to restore trust among the participating States and welcome their decision 
to follow this up with a conference on measures to strengthen trust, security 
and to prompt disarmament in Europe. We urge support for these endeavours and 
call for non-governmental actions that will further the objectives of the 
conference. 


6. We call on governments to refrain from actions that create distrust, to take 
effective steps to foster confidence in the promotion of world disarmament 
campaign by the United Nations, and to use the existing United Nations machinery 


for the peaceful settlement of disputes. 
EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Questions for the World YWCA" EPS--83-10.48 


The next counetl of the World YWCA ts scheduled for Stngapore, 1-14 November. 
The report to the counetl from the executtve committee concludes wtth some 
reflecttons on "the future of the world movement", the coneluding sections of 
whteh follow: 


.». Is the Christian Vision a Vision of Liberation of the Oppressed, or of 
Bringing Equality to all People? Women's issues have always been a YWCA 
concern. But women's issues have not always been defined as they are today. 
Battering of women, sex tourism, torture of women political prisoners have 
been added to the traditional issues of women's legal rights, status of women, 
equal educational opportunities, etc. When working on women's issues of the 
latter kind, YWCA have worked for equality of women. Today, it is patriarchal 
attitudes, with their consequences for patterns of governing, setting of 
priorities and modes of socialization which are seen as the fundamental 
problem. In the World YWCA Bible study material the insights of theologians 
with a women's perspective are brought to bear on women's experience in a 
patriarchal society. 


Should our actions in society be aimed at realizing the liberal goal of 
equality among all people? Should our actions in society be aimed at bringing 
about the biblical vision of a new social order - the Kingdom of God - in 
which the poor, the blind, the hungry -- and the women -- are liberated from 
oppression of all kinds? How do these two visions differ? If they do, what 
different kinds of action do they demand? For whom do we work in each? Why 
do we do it? 


Is the YWCA Defined by its NGO Status? The United Nations is based on the 
Western liberal vision of a world of freedom, justice and equality. As an 
organization it lives and moves in the world of real politics. The increasing 
bureaucratization of the UN and the near paralysis of its decision-making 
processes, often caused by the intrusion of superpower politics, have dis- 
illusioned many with the United Nations. Yet one feels that "the United 
Nations would have to be invented if it did not already exist", to use a 
common phrase. It is the only pattern for a world structure that the planet 
has yet produced at a time when global decisions have to be made to solve 
global problems. For this reason the World YWCA has for many years regarded 
its identity as a Non-Governmental Organization as an important one and has 
continued to follow carefully UN activities. 


Is the Christian vision the same as the Western liberal tradition upon which 
the UN was originally founded? Does the YWCA have an essential and critical 
role to play in relation to the UN that comes out of its Christian commitment 
and identity? How is it expressed? What might this mean for the work of the 
world office? For the work of the World Executive Committee? What is the 
place and task of a Christian organization in the world? 


What is the Place and Task of a Christian Organization in the World? When we 
read the Bible not only as a guide to living out a personal faith (and that 
remains very important), but also as the revelation of God's will for the world, 


and when we see that God's will is a will for justice and a renewed universe, 
there are certain consequences. 


What are the consequences for our style of work? What are the consequences for 
the kind of partners we work with? In coalitions? In community work? What 


are the consequences for the kinds of programme and projects that we regard as 
Christian? 
EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Witnessing in a Divided World" EPS 83.10.49 


The Stxth Assembly of the World Counetl of Churches forwarded to the 301 WCC 
member denominattons reports on etght tssues. As space permits, EPS in the 
next weeks will inelude excerpts from them. Parts of the first follow, 


[Preamble] ...Several speakers criticized the document as lacking input from 
recent WCC work on mission and evangelism. Rev. Kim Crutchfield (Inter- 
national Evangelical Church, USA) wanted a clearer statement on the role of 
Christ, and others were uneasy that some paragraphs might be construed as 
"universalism", Bassam Tabshouri (Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch 
and All the East) found it too negative in speaking of the work of mission- 
aries, and Dr Adebisi Sowunmi (Anglican, Nigeria) spoke of the need to 
challenge un-Christian aspects of local cultures. Applause greeted an appeal 
from Bishop Ole Borgen (Methodist, Sweden) for a more scriptural approach, 
and Bishop Per Lénning of the Church of Norway successfully moved that the 
report be sent back to the Issue Group for reworking. 


A revised version reached the plenary on the last day of the Assembly, but 
the pressure of time on an already overcrowded agenda made this one of 
several pieces of unfinished business that were referred to the new Central 
Committee. Acting for the Assembly, the Central Committee subsequent ly 
agreed that the substance of the revised report should be approved and 
commended to the churches for study and suitable action. 


Introduction: The starting point for our thinking is Jesus Christ. He 
taught and prayed, proclaimed and healed, lived for God and neighbour; he 
accepted people, forgave and renewed, and brought change into the lives of 
those who were open to hear him. 


To be a witness means to live the life of Christ in the place where we are; 
it means listening and seeking to understand the faith and perspectives of 
our neighbours, it means speaking about Jesus the Christ as the Life of the 
World... 


Culture: the context for our witnessing... In the search for a theological 
understanding of culture, we can do the following: share the rich diversity 
of manifestations of the Christian faith; discover the unity that binds 
these together; and affirm together the Christological centre and 
Trinitarian source of our faith in all of its varied expressions. 


We need to be aware of the possibility of our witness to the Gospel becoming 
captive to any culture, recognizing the fact that all cultures are judged by 
the Gospel. 


In contemporary societies there is an evolution of a new culture due in part 
to modernization and technology. There is a search for a culture that will 
preserve human values and build community. We need to reassess the role 
played by, in particular, secular and religious ideologies in the formation 
of culture, and the relationship between this process and the demands of the 
Gospel and our witness to it. 


While we recognize the emergence of Christian communities within minority 
groups that affirm their cultural identity, we should pay special attention 
to the fact that many of these are in danger of being destroyed because they 
are seen as a threat to a dominant culture. 


[over |] 


ECUTEXT: Witnessing/2 


We need to look again at the whole matter of witnessing to the Gospel across 
cultural boundaries, realizing that listening to and learning from the 
receptor culture is an essential part of the proclamation of the Christian 


MESSAGe.e.. 


Worship: the perspective and the power with which we witness... Worship is 
the central act of the life and mission, witness and service of the church. 
It is a way in which women and men, rich and poor, able and disabled, share 
in God's grace and seek forgiveness. It is a liturgical, sacramental and 
public realization of the unique act of Jesus Christ for the life of the 
world. The evangelistic, redeeming power of worship lies in the very fact of 
the "announcement of the death of the Lord until he comes" (1 Cor. 11:26). 


Worship should be the central act of the life of the church; however, we 
heard about a widespread tiredness towards Sunday worship. Where this is 
true, worship does not have the public witnessing character it should. 


What are the reasons behind this? Besides a general lack of spiritual 
enthusiasm in our congregations, people may find worship boring because: 

a) there is a language barrier which makes meaningful participation impos- 
sible for many; b) it is formal and does not provide scope for meaningful 
and spontaneous participation by the congregation; c) there is often a lack 
of real fellowship; d) worship does not bring the anxieties of the people 
before God; rather it seems to be irrelevant for the daily life of believers 
and the surrounding human community. 


How can we overcome this dilemma? We heard about encouraging examples of a 
cross-fertilization between different liturgical traditions arising out of 
mutual visits to worship with members of another confession. Some churches 

are experiencing liturgical renewal. Old liturgies are being reintroduced 

into the liturgical life of some churches and new forms of worship are being 
created. The dimension of witness in worship is often emphasized in services 
for young people, and for parents and children. Worshipping together as 
families is commended as a fruitful way of sharing the Christian faith. Active 
participation from all members of the worshipping community is to be encouraged. 
We also need to pray for each other. 


Confessing the apostolic creed in our worship, we affirm our belief in the 
communion of saints. Thus we are reminded that we live together with the 
martyrs of all times. Christians who give their lives for the sake of the 
kingdom are martyrs. We remember them in our worship as encouraging examples. 
They are symbols of the total church. They give us inspiration as to how 
"worship and work must be one". We have learned that the unity between worship 
and daily Christian life needs urgently to be recovered. 


For the sake of the witnessing vocation of the church we need to find a true 
rhythm of Christian involvement in the world. The church is gathered for 
worship and scattered for everyday life. Whilst in some situations in the 
witnessing dimension of worship there must be a "liturgy after the liturgy" 
service to the world as praise to God; in other contexts it must be stressed 


that there is no Christian service to the world unless it is rooted in the 
service of worship... 


The report then deals with three "spectal areas of concern" - witnessing 
among children, the poor, and "people of ltving fatths". 
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ECUVIEW: "Nestlé Boycott Update" EPS 83.10.50 


The following ts excerpted from material distrtbuted tn August by the New 
York-based Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility, a "sponsored related 
movement of the Nattonal Counetl of Churches". 


--- Nestlé's budget for public relations to counter the boycott has rapidly 
escalated in the past two years. With expensive, nationwide mailings to 
millions, large corporate grants to financially desperate nutrition depart- 
ments, and a highly paid staff of over 20, the Nestlé anti-boycott budget is 
estimated in excess of $40 million, At the head of this operation is Rafael 
Pagan, president of the Nestlé Coordination Center for Nutrition... 


Pagan prides himself as a public relations strategist with a grand design: 

"to strip the activists of the moral authority they receive from their 

alliance with religious organizations". At a national meeting of other public 
relations officers (April 1982), Pagan outlined the strategy he would pursue: 
win over top church leaders with personal visits by high Nestlé officials and 
tactical distribution of confidential documents. The strategy simply 
replicates Nestlé's marketing practices in the field, winning support of health 
practitioners for Nestlé formulas through regular personal contact and rewards. 


In another speech to corporate public relations officers, in November 1982, 
Pagan described the campaign as "political combat", and made the unsubstan- 
tiated accusation that "the activists' stated goal is to keep the issue alive 
rather than to resolve it, in order to support a political climate conducive 
to the control or dismantling of large scale industry". But what is evident 
in Pagan's self-descriptions to his public relations peers is both his world 
view and his ambition to "win". Declaring he had already done so in another 
self-promotion in a June 1983 letter mailed to corporate public relations 
officers, Pagan states that the infant formula controversy and Nestlé's 
response "has become a classic study in issues management... (that) has been 
effectively resolved". This letter accompanied a recent article with the old 
Nestlé view that no real harm comes to babies by aggressive marketing. The 
view put forward places in doubt the sincerity of Nestlé's new found commit- 
ment to the code... 


Although one element of Nestlé's strategy is to undermine the "activists" by 
wooing top church officials, Nestlé has been vigorously supporting attacks on 
the churches themselves by the new right for many years. Nestlé provides 
financial support for new right organizations which are leading an attack 
against both the mainline churches’ commitments to social justice and to the 
World Health Organization/UNICEF Marketing Code in particular. This financial 
support strongly contradicts Nestlé's public professions to support the code 
and their desire for public absolution by mainstream church leadership. 


Early in the controversy, the Swiss headquarters distributed material which 
attempted to link boycott leaders and supporters to a worldwide conspiracy. 

In 1978 the president of Nestlé's Brazil testified to the US Senate that "a 
worldwide church organization with the stated purpose of undermining the free- 
enterprise system" was behind the boycott. His accusations were met with 
laughter, but red-baiting is not a laughing matter. Nestlé's efforts to 
denigrate the church based campaign continued. 


In 1979 Nestlé began secret contributions of more than $50,000 to Ernest 
Lefever's "Ethics and Public Policy Center", to write, distribute, and promote 
an ideological attack against the churches and the boycott. The article con- 
cluded calling the boycott movement "Marxists marching under the banner of 


“4 W 
parast’’ 4 EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Cross Cultural Considerations in Tourism" EPS 83.10.58 


The followtng ts taken from "Contours", newsletter of the Bangkok-based 
Eeumentcal Coalition on Third World Tourism. It ts from a discusston paper 
published by the Beirut-based Middle East Counetl of Churches whitch ts 
"seeking ways to be creatively involved in tourism in the Middle East". 


Considerable skill and sensitivity is required when one moves from one culture 
to another. There are two salient points in this regard: One can offend, 
exploit and create misunderstanding by lack of cross-cultural sensitivity and 
awareness; but on the other hand, one can discover, relate and experience 
tremendous pleasure in communicating with other peoples if one develops some 
basic cross-cultural skills. 


If you have committed yourself to seeing how other people see and understand 
the world then you have agreed to put yourself in the role of learner. The 
singularly most important element for the person interested in communicating 
with people of other cultures is to recognise that his/her attitude is of 
critical importance: learning cannot occur unless you believe in your own 
fallability. The first series of points for consideration and discussion 
focus on cross-cultural skills; the second group deals with learning. Try 
to reflect on their meaning and discuss each item with other group members — 
before and during your proposed trip. 


1. Try to be aware of the fact that many cross-cultural differences are not 
immediately visible. In modern times external similarities between cultures 
may converge more than ever before but the "invisible" factors of history, 
traditions and beliefs can create wide divergences in perception and under- 
standing of events. 


2. Listen to what the other person is trying to communicate - not what you 
have decided that person is going to say and not what is going on in your 
own head. 


3. Try to use language that is descriptive rather than language that makes 
you the judge expressing approval or disapproval. 


4. Try to recognise that some of the things we say are part of deeply con- 
ditioned views and that the more we recognise how cultural conditioning 
shapes our value judgements the more we can appreciate and be compassionate 
about other peoples" conditioned responses. 


5. Remember that effective cross-cultural communication invariably leads one 
to question the absoluteness of our own judgements and assumptions. 


6. There is little point in delivering judgements or opinions that you know 


will provoke a reflex response - better to form a question that seeks further 
clarification. 


7. Learn the art of being tenative as opposed to being dogmatically self- 
assumed, 


8. Become more suspicious of your own "wisdom". Learning is a process. 
Facts, insights and theories are all part of that process. The expert is 
someone who is committed to learning more. Learning begins with asking 
questions from as many angles as you can think. Your experience —- what you 
see, hear and feel - provide the basic material for learning. Most learning 
takes place in informal situations. Learning is associated with values such 
as honesty and qualities such as humility. Sometimes we learn through persis- 
tent effort to understand, sometimes through joy and suffering; sometimes 


through cool observation ~ in other words learning can occur at any point if 
we would remain open to it. 
EPS 


ECUVIEW: "What Next for the Palestinians?" EPS 83.10.52 


The following ts excerpted from a presentatton by Ghassan Michel Rubetz, 
Middle East secretary at the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, . Rubetz 
was among parttetpants tn an ecumentcal consultatton at WCC headquarters 
[5-6 October] on the Palestintan sttuatton. 


--- I am aware that I [may] sound angry and perhaps biased against the Israeli 
side as I describe the situation of the Palestinians. Angry, yes, but not 
biased against any people. I have elsewhere frequently expressed my 
appreciation for the Jewish people and their great cultural and economic 
achievements. TI am also fully identified with the World Council of Churches 
view that Israel must be recognized and supported as a normal state. My 
anger, therefore, is merely a response to the injustice in the Israeli- 
Palestinian formula. For the sake of both Israelis and Palestinians the 
Begin-Sharon-Shamir strategy of colonization must be stopped. If this 
strategy succeeds in a few years Israel will have an Arab minority of 40% (if 
the West Bank is annexed). 


How can Israel live in peace with two million second-class citizens? How can 
the Jews who experienced the Nazi Holocaust accept to turn the "sacred" land 
into an apartheid? How can the Jewish people at large, which is known for 
high human values, tolerate living with non-Jewish people in conditions of 
submission? How practical and how peaceful will such a future Israel become 
if two out of five people become "liberation fighters". Or is it planned 
that there will be another Arab exodus to Jordan - what Sharon today calls 
"Palestine". 


Other Israeli hegemonic scenarios are possible. For example, pushing the 
West Bankers into Syria, where "there is plenty of land". Are the Sabra and 
Shatila massacres to be followed by Ramallah and Hebron and Bethlehem 
massacres in the 1980's? To continue reading into the future is painful. The 
current Israeli government practices have increased the violence-potential 
for the region tremendously... 


A new momentum is needed. Can the churches in collaboration with other NGOs 
develop a movement for peace in the Middle East? Can the European church 
involvement in nuclear peace tie its agenda to movements of peace in areas of 
conventional wars? Can the macro peace movement see the obvious relevance of 
"micro peace" movements of regular wars? The church is today one of the few 
remaining significant social institutions which can be freed from superpower 
politics. It should be challenged to work for genuine peace. The churches in 
the world, with the exception of most Fundamentalist churches, have advanced 
Significantly in recognition of the rights of Palestinians and the importance 
of security of Israel. oy 


However, much church work is needed in order to translate the understanding of 
the Arab-Israeli issue into concrete action by governments. The United States 
churches are central in this issue. However, if the churches unite globally 
for genuine peace in the Middle East the American churches' role can be re- 
inforced with their government. Congressional work goes beyond making public 
Statements which fall on the deaf ears of politicians. Public statements of 
the churches represent solid moral positions regarding public issues. However, 
"positions" on their own do not move people or affect states' decision-making. 
Social action processes are needed to turn positions into decisions. The 
churches should perhaps reflect urgently and collectively on how best to 
mobilize their ideas into effective public decision-making on Palestine... 
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ECUVIEW: "A Jewish Reaction to Vancouver" EPS 83.10.53 


Much of the reported Jewish reaction to the World Counctl of Churches Stxth 
Assembly in Vancouver last July/August has focused on negative evaluations of 
the assembly statement on the Middle East. For example, tn hts weekly radto 
religion commentary in New York, Mare Tanenbaum, national tinterre ligtous 
affairs director of the Amertcan Jewish Committee, descrtbed tt as drtpping 
with "pious ecunentsm wrapped around barbed wire for fenctng off Israel ina 
ghetto among the nations." The other rabbit invited as a guest to the assembly 
was Jordan Pearlson, who represented the World Jewish Congress. Among other 
interfatth guests were Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, Skikhs, and leaders of 
indigenous religions, some of whom attended a pre-assembly tnterfatth consul- 
tatton tn Mauritius, Pearlson's report on his expertence was released last 
month by the Internattonal Jewtsh Committee on Interreligtous Consultattons 
in Geneva. Excerpts follow: 


. At the last WCC Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1975, a lone Jewish repre- 
sentative had been invited to come and observe. At Vancouver, for the first 
time, rabbis were there to observe and participate. On Tuesday afternoon, 
July 26, 1983, Rabbi Pearlson, together with fellow "invited guest," Hindu 
scholar Dr. Anant Anand Rambachan of Leeds University, addressed a packed 
session of delegates, guests, observers and visitors. Later that afternoon, 
Rabbi Tanenbaum, along with Buddhist, Sikh and Muslim "guests" addressed the 
plenum. His brief presentation, a moving and powerful plea for the sanctity 
of every life, was especially well received. Through such devices, the WCC 
quite deliberatedly set a tone of welcome and respect for all of the non- 
Christian guests - a pattern which was to remain constant. 


Dialogue has come a long way from Nairobi. During the interim years, IJCIC 
and WCC have been at the frontiers of interreligious exploration. The cumula-. 
tive effect of their meetings with other faith communities and with each 
other were clearly felt. At Vancouver, as is often the case in dialogue, the 
presence of the familiar outsider helped elevate and refine the self-defini- 
tion of the hosts... 


The Jewish representatives were treated with the utmost cordiality and hospi-. 
tality. Their presentations were well attended and their comments and opinions 
often deliberately sought. There was not the slightest incident or expression 
of resentment at the augmented non-Christian presence. Longstanding allies 

in the fight against antisemitism were there in abundance — clerics of the 
stature of moderator Archbishop Edward Scott, Anglican primate of Canada; 
Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Church, and Prof. Krister Stendahl 

of Harvard Divinity School. 


During the days leading up to the presentation of a less-than-satisfactory 
resolution on the Middle East, the detailed responses of the IJCIC represen- 
tatives were given serious consideration. Some significant changes did take 
place, others did not. At the plenum, the majority of the commentators from 
the floor spoke against the imbalance of the final text. In its final form 
the Middle East resolution, while clearly remaining short of what we would 


have liked, reflected no substantial change of stance compared with long 
established policy. 


All considered, the impact of IJCIC's representatives in this matter is to be 
viewed positively. It should also be stressed that the Vancouver Assembly 

has been characterized by the prominence given throughout to religious and 
ecumenical concerns thereby relativizing to a large extent the positions 
adopted on strictly political issues. The Jewish guests felt genuinely en- 
couraged by the many opportunities for better mutual understanding provided 


by personal contacts and conversations with a vast number of participants 
from all over the world. 
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SHOPTALK 


A situation report on the 1983 floods in Bangladesh, including 
an announcement of an appeal for 15,000 US dollars, is available 
from the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS), Box 66, 

1211 Geneva 20. 


New annual subscription rates for EPS are (airmail extra): 


45 Swiss francs 22,00; USedolbams 

12.50 UKepounds 22.50 Australian dollars 
29.50 NZ dollars 59.50 Dutch guilders 

cl German marks L3cl.00, -Erench. fiaaos 
137.50 Swedish crowns 100 Indian rupees 

25 Canadian dollars 


The 1982 WCC statement, "Mission and Evangelism: An Ecumenical 
Affirmation," with a study guide compiled by Jean Stromberg, 

staff member of the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
has been published as No. 4 in the WCC mission series. It costs 
8.90 Swiss francs,.4.50 US dollars, or, 2.75,UK pounds. 


JOINT WORSHIP, WORK URGED Ecumenical Press 
FOR REFORMED, LUTHERANS Service 83.10.54 


CHICAGO (EPS) - The official US theological dialogue group involving repre- 
Sentatives of four Lutheran and four Reformed denominations has recommended 
official sanction for a wide variety of joint worship and work between the 
two traditions. 


The SEQUR s "common statement and urgent invitation", released following the 
group's meeting near here, calls it "an appropriate time for our churches to 
take positive action", including affirmation that in each "the gospel is 
proclaimed and the sacraments administered according to the ordinance of 
Christ", Ret SOB} ett) that their various ministries are "valid and effective" 
compat ion of "our celebrations of the Lord's Supper as a means of grace", 
and "reception of this report so that it may become a part of the faith and 
life of each church at the deepest level, moving beyond purely administ- 
rative and intellectual action". On the issues of the eucharist, the 
doctrine of justification, and the ministry, the group says eae are "no 
substantive matters... which should divide us". 


Among specific steps proposed are common study of the Bible, the history of 
each tradition, and current theological and liturgical conayate joint 
celebrations of the Lord's Supper among congregations and area units; 

pulpit and altar exchanges; and the selection of two or three He, Sette 
areas where common study, planning, and worship could be undertaken, 


Joining in the report were representatives of the American Lutheran Church, 
Lutheran Church in America, Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, 
Presbyterian Church (USA), Reformed Church in America, Cumberland pres 
terian Church and United Church of ee al Lutheran Chit HSER Synod 
representatives commended the group's work but said they "cannot at this 

time concur" in some of its conclusions and recommendations. Most European 
Lutheran, Reformed and United denominations are in communion with each other. 


EPS 
ARCHBISHOP SUGGESTS Ecumenical Press 
BLASPHEMY LAW REPEAL Service 83.10.55 


HELSINKI (EPS) - Finnish Lutheran Archbishop John Vikstrém says the country's 
law against blasphemy - "whosoever shall mock God publicly shall be sen- 
tenced... to a fine or a term of imprisonment not exceeding two years" - 
could well be repealed. 


Speaking in a radio interview, Vikstrém said God does not need such defence 
in civil courts, nor does the church need the backing of state coercion on 

the issue. He did, however, endorse the law on breach of religious peace - 
"whosoever shall publicly profane what is otherwise considered sacred by a 

religious community active in Finland shall be sentenced... to a fine or a 

term of imprisonment not exceeding one year" 


The blasphemy debate was revived when, following complaints, Finland's 
chancellor of justice charged the organisers of an entertainment event 
called "spiritual evening” with a breach of religious peace. 


"All people blaspheme, at least secretly," Vikstrém observa. "In a 
fundamental sense, everybody who does not take the First Commandment as the 
supreme guiding principle blasphemes God, by not considering... God as the 
Lord of everything, as though God did not exist at all. From the viewpoint 
of the church, that is the grossest blasphemy." 


EPS 


ANGLICANS ASKED FOR ‘REAL Ecumenical Press 
SACRIFICE’ ON ABORIGINES Service 83.10.56 


MELBOURNE (EPS) - The synod of the Anglican diocese headquartered here has 
decided to survey its property in preparation for an "act of reconciliation 
and reparation to the Aboriginal people [descendants of the country's original 
inhabitants] which is real and sacrificial". 


The synod also decided to ask other Anglican dioceses in the Australian state 
of Victoria to work with it on the survey and join in a fund to provide 
financial grants to Aboriginal groups. Diocesan property ranges from church 
buildings and clergy houses to investment portfolios. The report from the 
survey group is due at next year's synod. 


The Anglicans are working with the Uniting Church, which has already taken 
steps toward its own act of reparation. The two have a joint Aboriginal 
advisory committee. Diocesan Coajutor Bishop David Penman said that after 
determining what property is not vital for the church, the next step - "and 
I'm not sure the diocese is ready for this yet" - would be to ask Aboriginal 
representatives "what church property they needed which would be a real 
sacrifice for the church". 


Penman said the 1981 World Council of Churches team visit and report on the 
Australian Aboriginal situation was a major factor in the diocesan action, 
"but there have been strong statements of support... for 10 years and until 
now we have never done anything to demonstrate those statements have flesh or 
meaning. This is the first time it will cost anything.” 


Diocesan information director Barry Huggett said the synod decision reflects 
"a genuine awareness of corporate culpability" by the Australian white 
majority. Diocesan research officer Trevor Hogan said a survey of the 24 
Anglican dioceses in Australia found them generally "reluctant, or at least 
slow, to initiate practical projects of action and/or education by and for 
member parishes". 
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ANGLICAN PRIMATES Ecumenical Press 
AT KENYA MEETING Service 83.10.57 


NAIROBI (EPS) - More than two dozen primates (heads) of:world Anglicanism 
met here [9-12 October]. Their agenda included peace, refugees, Islam in 
Africa, African Independent churches, and the role of the Book of Common 
Prayer in Anglican liturgical revision. 


The primates met in conjunction with a meeting here [from 3 October] of the 
standing committee of the London-based Anglican Consultative Council, which 
is charged with promoting unity, renewal, and mission in world Anglicanism. 


As part of the programme, the host Church of the Province of Kenya presented 
a workshop [8 October] stressing the inseparability of proclamation of the 
gospel and social concern. Among other things, the role of the church in 
Kenya in establishing primary health care, and the application of alternate 
technology for household and agricultural use were highlighted. 
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DISCIPLES ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
AFFIRMS ECUMENISM Service 83.10.58 


SAN ANTONIO (EPS) - The general assembly of the [US] Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), meeting here, has reaffirmed the denomination's 
ecumenical commitments. By wide margins, the 4,000 Disciples turned down 
resolutions offered by critics of the National and World Councils of Churches. 
They also approved a plan to give four representatives from other denomina- 
tions voice and vote on the 240-member Disciples general board. 


The assembly heard that Disciples’ "covenant" conversations with the United 
Church of Christ are to continue till 1985, when a decision is to be made by 
both denominations about whether to commit themselves to unite. 


It voted to stay out of a property dispute involving some former Disciples 
congregations in India which decided not to join the [United] Church of North 
India, formed in 1970. "Property issues in India no longer are the business 
of the church in the US", said a general board document on the issue. 


In other action, the assembly urged congregations to increase their contri- 
butions to combat world hunger, approved a variety of actions to convince 
companies doing business in South Africa to change their positions, declared 
abortion "not a preferred method of birth control", praised the recent US 
Roman Catholic bishops' letter on nuclear arms and suggested that Protestant 
denominations make a joint statement on disarmament and peace, and allocated 
an additional 20,000 US dollars to help homeless Kickapoo Indians in Eagle 
Pass, Texas. 


EPS 
CARIBBEAN CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
COMMITTEE MEETS Service 83.10.59 


HAVANA (EPS) - The continuation committee of the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches has chosen Barbados as the site of the CCC Fourth Assembly, in 1986. 
The committee, which governs the CCC between assemblies, also admitted the 
30th CCC member denomination, the Lutheran Church in Suriname, - 


A policy paper on CCC goals was okayed. It includes ecumenism, social 
change, preference for the poor, identification of inequalities and causes 
of poverty in the region, and speaking out against underlying injustices and 
taking positive action to end them as central to CCC programs. 


The committee expressed what a CCC statement calls "deep concern over the 
deteriorating situation in Guyana." It noted in particular difficulties of 
the Guyana Council of Churches in importing and distributing emergency 
supplies of milk and cheese, problems for the Guyana Catholic Standard in 
receiving gifts of newsprint, and limits on paper supplies for the 
Ecumenical Guyana Extension Seminary. 


The committee met with representatives of Cuban denominations related to 

the Cuban Ecumenical Council, and also with Havana Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Jaime Ortega. It pledged to "maintain and increase contacts between Cuban 
Christians and the sisters and brothers in other parts of the Caribbean, 

and to counter attempts to isolate Cuba from the rest of the region." 


CCC membership includes Methodist, Anglican, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 
Disciples, Baptist, Reformed (Presbyterian and Congregational), United, 
Salvation Army, and Pentecostal jurisdictions. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.10. 60-66 


83.10.60 PROFESSING CONGRESS: The 14th congress of the Association of 
Churches of Professing Christians of France, Switzerland and Belgium met 
[19-22 September] in Strasbourg. Membership includes 10 small denominations 
in the three countries, including Mennonite, Brethren, Baptist, Methodist, 
Evangelical, Free, Evangelical Independent, Evangelical Armenian and 
Christian Biblical. The association was formed in 1957. 


83.10.61 ECUMENICAL BISHOP: The working party investigating the possibility 
of an "ecumenical bishop" for the Thamesdown area of England has issued a 
revision of its 1979 report. Under the proposal, the bishop would hold "the 
appropriate position in each participating denomination", that is, would be 

a Methodist circuit superintendent, a United Reformed provincial moderator, 

a member of the Moravian provincial synod, a member of the Baptist associa- 
tion council, and an Anglican area bishop (suffragan to the bishop of Bristol). 
The proposal now goes to the various denominations for their action. 


83.10.62 MOZAMBIQUE CHANGE: From next January, United Methodist minister 
Filipe Sique Mbandze is the general secretary of the Christian Council of 
Mozambique. He succeeds Isaac Mahlalela, who is to chair a Methodist 
district. The council includes Methodist, Reformed (Congregational and 
Presbyterian), Baptist, Holiness and United deonominations. 


83.10.63 CHRISTIANITY NOT IMPORTED: About 30 delegates from Ghana, Sierra 
Leone, Liberia and Nigeria attended a five-day inaugural conference of the 
West African Association of Theological Institutions in Ibadan, Nigeria. 
Opening the meeting, Deputy Vice-Chancellor Ayo Banjo of the University of 
Ibadan said Africans should not consider Christianity a western import. 

In that regard, he recalled the importance of North Africa, Ethiopia, and the 
lower Nile areas in the early centuries of the faith. 


83.10.64 FINNISH DIALOGUE: A second round of talks between Finnish Lutheran 
and [Congregational] Free church representatives reportedly overcame 
"suspicions" and "misconceptions" each had about teachings and practices of 
the other in such areas as the work of the Holy Spirit, attributes of the 
Christian life, and the sacraments. 


83.10.65 HIGHER DEVELOPMENT AID: Finland's Lutheran Archbishop, John 
Vikstrém, and the chair of Finnchurch Aid, Pentti Viita, have jointly signed 
an appeal urging a substantial increase in the level of Finnish development 
aid. Finland's political parties are committed to increasing the level to 
the UN-recommended level of 0.7 percent of gross domestic product by 1988. 
The 1984 draft budget calls for 0.4 percent (1.13 billion - 1,130 million - 
Finnish marks). About 15 million marks of that would be channeled through 
missionary organisations. 


83.10.66 WOMEN'S ORDINATION IN FINLAND: Finland's Lutheran bishops have 

taken no collective stance on the ordination of women as pastors. The bishops 
were asked to study the question by the Finnish Lutheran synod in 1976, 
following failure to achieve the necessary three-fourths majority in the synod 
to allow it. The synod is to debate the issue again at its meeting next month, 
with a May 1984 vote possible. The bishops' report summarises the arguments 
advanced by supporters and opponents, both of which are said to base their 
arguments on the Bible and to consider it a serious matter of faith and 
confession, The bishops say the differences of opinion should not damage church 
unity. The Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland is the largest Lutheran 
denomination in the world which does not allow female pastors. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.10.67-74 


83.10.67 WITANGI MORATORIUM New Zealand lands minister Jonathan Elworthy 
has rejected a call from the National Council of Churches to declare a 
moratorium on the celebration of Waitangi Day, which commemorates an 1840 
treaty which marks a formal transfer of control of the country from the 
native Maori to British settlers. This year's commeoration (6 February), 
was marked by church protests and the arrest of nine people during an 
ecumenical service on the treaty grounds. The NCC said it thinks a 
moratorium might reduce tensions, but Elworthy said he believes most Maori 
are happy with the format of the ceremony. The NCC church and society 
commission has just published "What Happened at Waitangi 1983,"a "report to 
the New Zealand churches" on the treaty and last February's commemoration. 


83.10.68 LUTHERANS ON ARGENTINE LAW The convention of the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Argentina /6-9 October/ says it opposes the recent 

Argentine government decision to exempt from prosecution persons responsible 

for the thousands of "disappeared" Argentinians in recent years. ‘The convention 
Says repentance needs to precede forgiveness. 


83.10.69 TANZANIAN HOSPITAL ASSURANCE ‘Tanzanian health minister Aaron 
Chiduo says the government has no intention of taking over hospitals run by 
religious groups. He made his remarks during a press conference following a 
meeting between government and Roman Catholic representatives. 


83.10.70 PREACHING FORBIDDEN ‘The bishops' synod of the /Eastern Orthodox/ 
Church of Greece has forbidden the former archbishop of Athens, Ieronymos, to 
preach in the diocese. Primate during the period when a group of inilitary 
colonels ruled the country, Ieronymos was succeeded by the current archbishop, 
Seraphim, in 1974. The synod's action came after Ieronymos preached /2 
October/ in opposition to his successor. 


83.10.71 AI ON VIETNAM ARRESTS London-based Amnesty International has 
Called on the Vietnamese government to free immediately and unconditionally 
four Jesuits, including the group's superior in the country, Nguyen Cong 
Doan. The four were given four to 15 year sentences earlier this year for 
"counter revolutionary propaganda." AI says they were expressing their faith 
in a peaceful manner. 


83.10.72 CHILEAN METHODIST PROTEST ‘The Methodist Church of Chile has issued 
a statement suggesting that at the current time _ most people in the 
country are striving to "enjoy the sacred right to free expression, freedom, 
justice and peace." In recent months Chile has experienced much public 
protest against the military government. 


83.10.73 DOWRY DEATHS A three-day ecumenical workshop in Madras /11-13 
September/ organised by the women's desk of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in India has urged Indian churches to deal with such questions as 
dowry deaths and the situation of battered women. It also called on churches 
to look at the situation of women employed by the church, especially in temns 
of equal pay for equal work, maternity leave, and the right of married women 
to hold church jobs. 


83.10.74 BALANCE OF TERROR Oslo Lutheran Bishop Andreas Aarflot, primate of 
the Church of Norway, said in a newspaper interview that the current nuclear 
"balance of terror" is ethically indefensible. He said emphasis on building 

a nuclear deterrence force "should be rejected." He also said he is "glad 

for what the peace movement, in the broadest sense of the word, has contributed 
to the church, society, and politices in terms of necessary challenges, but I 
wish to see peace work in other forms than protest marches." Aarflot is also 
bishop for the country's armed forces. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.10.75-81 


83.10.75 RES ON HUMAN RIGHTS: The Grand Rapids (Michigan, US)-based Reformed 
Ecumenical Synod has released a 160-page paper on human rights, outlining and 
evaluating "seven alternative Christian views" — Roman Catholic, Eastern 
Orthodox, Lutheran, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Evangelical, World 
Council of Churches, liberation theology. The report includes case studies 

on South Africa and Latin America, and 11 recommendations for the 1984 RES 
meeting, in Chicago. 


83.10.76 CUBAN REFORMED COOPERATION: Cuba's two Reformed denominations - 
Presbyterian Reformed Church and Christian Reformed Church - have decided to 
increase levels of cooperation, notably in terms of shared space, theological 
education, publications, youth summer camps, and congregational programmes. 


83.10.77 ROMANIAN SEMINARIANS: The news exchange of the Reformed Ecumenical 
Synod says the Romanian government is ''severely restricting" the number of 
theological students, citing admission of "only six" of 70 applicants for the 
Reformed seminary in Cluj-Napoca. RES Says the "survival" of the Reformed 
Church there is "threatened". 


83.10.78 UN HEAD ON CHURCH WORK: UN Secretary-General Javier Pérez de 
Cuéllar says "the churches of the world can make a major contribution to the 
impact" of the UN International Year of Peace and World Disarmament Campaign 
"on the course of world developments". He was replying to a message from 
World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter including a copy of 
the peace and justice statement adopted by the WCC Sixth Assembly earlier this 
year [EPS 83van.54]. Pérez de Cuéllar said the UN charter outlines the way of 
"yighteousness" in aise of "relationships between states''. He praised the 
WCC document for its "clear and urgent message concerning the unprecedented 
danger in which humanity stands" 


83.10.79 PRESBYTERIAN MESSAGES: The interim stated clerks of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), William P. Thompson and James E. Andrews, have urged US President 
Ronald Reagan to “reaffirm the commitment of the United States to the United 
Nations", Their telegram cited recent US developments which "raise questions" 
about the US commitment. In another message, the denomination's moderator, 

J. Randolph Taylor, urged Reagan to meet with Soviet President Yuri Andropov 
"to begin the long and tedious course that can lead to the lowering of strident 
voices and ultimately to a just and lasting peace". At the request of the 
PCUSA general assembly, Taylor also asked for a chance to meet Reagan to 
discuss issues related to "peacemaking". 


83.10.80 FINNISH FREE TIME: Under a new collective-bargaining agreement, 
Finland's more than 1500 Lutheran pastors, lectors (female theologians) and 
cantors (church musicians) will be guaranteed a second day off a week (except 
in the summer) by the end of 1988. A report from the Finnish Lutheran 
information centre says "limitations on their free time has been considered 


a serious problem for years, especially by those church employees who have 
families with small children", 


83.10.81 CANADIANS ON CENTRAL AMERICA: A group of Canadian church leaders 
is accusing the Guatemalan government of genocide because of the number of 
disappearances and assassinations linked with the government-approved or 
tolerated death squads. The group is just back from a visit to the country. 
The church people also report "systematic use of threats of torture, of kid- 
napping and disappearance to terrorise civilian communities" in El Salvador. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS, 83.10.82- 


83.10.82 FREE CHURCH FEDERAL COUNCIL: The assembly of the Free Church 
Federal Council has voted to set up a working group to study in depth its 
future shape, functions and purpose. The FCFC groups several, mostly small, 
British denominations other than the established and Roman Catholic churches. 
FCFC General Secretary Richard Hamper, a Baptist minister, suggested earlier 
that fewer and fewer matters require attention from the FCFC apart from the 
broader context of the British Council of Churches, although he outlined a 
continuing need for "an instrument of Free Churhc co-operation". Though 
support for the study was virtually unanimous among the 60 or so represen- 
tatives, it was clear in the debate that some favour retaining the status 
quo, while others favour more emphasis on ecumenical work through the BCC. 


83.10.83 OLD CATHOLIC/EASTERN ORTHODOX: The official international mixed 

commission for theological dialogue between Old Catholics and Eastern 

Orthodox met near Geneva [3-10 October]. The group approved three texts - the | 
head of the church, the redemptive work of Christ, and the activity of the 

Holy Spirit in the church and the process of salvation. The next commission 

meeting, in two years, is to consider the sacraments. Co-chairing the group 

are Swiss Old Catholic Bishop Léon Gauthier and Swiss Eastern Orthodox 

Metropolitan Damaskinos. 


83.10.84 SOVIET GERMAN BIBLES: The Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation 
has received permission to send 3,000 Bibles, 2,000 catechisms, 5,000 hymnals, 
and 500 books of liturgical and church calendar information to ethnic 

Germans in the Soviet Union, who worship in approximately 150 congregations 
registered with the government. LWF Europe Secretary Sam Dahlgren also 
reported on plans for the congregations to mark the 500th anniversary of the 
birth of Martin Luther (10 November 1483). 


83.10.85 ECUMENICAL INFORMATION WORKSHOP: Twenty-four participants from 
eight European (East and West) countries met in Moscow [3-7 October] to 
prepare next April's assembly of the Ecumenical Workshop for Information 

in Europe. Theme of the gathering is to be "religious awakening in secular 
Europe - its effecs on journalism." Consultation participants also prepared 
a description of the organisation, founded 30 years ago by church journalists 
in France, FRG, and the Benelux countries. ‘The group is "made up of people 
active in print, broadcast and film journalism. It has a Christian respon-— 
sibility to treat religious, ecumenical, and sociopolitical topics....The 
working group strives to contribute to communication among Christians and 

to encourage understanding among people in Europe according to the Final- 
Act of the [1975] Helsinki Conference." 


83.10.86 NZ ECUMENICAL DISCUSSION: The committee considering a wider 
ecumenical council for New Zealand (to supersede the National Council of 
Churches and include full Roman Catholic participation) is seeking approval 
for a major discussion of issues at the congregational level. Results would 
be fed into a major NZ ecumenical consultation next August or September. 
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ECUVIEW: "Unity and Disunity in the Church of North India" EPS 83.10.87 


The following ts abridged from a longer ptece by C.J. Edwin, lecturer tn the 
anthropology department of Punjab Universtty. It appeared tn the August tssue 
of the "North India Churchman", magazine of the [Untted] Chureh of North 
India, whteh was formed tn 1970. 


... The Unity of the Church in North India brought in its wake the appointment 
of bishops and pastors from different uniting churches which of course in the 
subsequent course of events meant their posting at times to such areas where 
a large section of the congregation was of a different tradition. These con- 
gregations at times took these new appointments as the undermining of their 
hitherto held rituals and traditions. Furthermore, the congregations or at 
least large sections of them being deeply rooted in their pre-unity past 
resisted the new clergy and made their functioning well-nigh impossible. The 
pastors functioning under the orders of the bishops and the dioceses were 
hard put to sell an outward-looking vision to their new flocks. These con- 
gregations in a bid to protect their identities found it rather irrelevant to 
contribute to the general pool (of finances) of the diocese. This resulted 
in the absence of a spirit of solidarity among the various pastorates as well 
as the generation of strife, 


The formation of a new church and the adoption of a new constitution conferred 
a degree of democratization for some of the constituents which they had hither- 
to not experienced. For the others it perhaps was far too liberal! All this 
resulted in the evolution of pressure groups and power groups, all too keen to 
promote some cause or the other and in the process turning the pastorates into 
a political battlefield. It was evident that in the case of many pastorates 
the place of worship became secondary to the perpetuation of group interests. 
Many ills of corporate church life can be traced to such causes. 


As in all places and in all situations there are persons holding important 
positions in pastorates and the higher levels, who for reasons best known to 
them act in a peculiar fashion. This is perhaps to promote their personal 
egos or to satiate some interest or the other. The situation is furthered by 
the cultivation of personality cults and is often the outcome of the two 
factors discussed earlier... 


There of course can be no sweeping generalizations as to the solutions of the 
numerous problems, but there are two common courses of action that could be 
profitably employed... 


(i) The initiation of an educative campaign to instil in the pastorates the 
true significance of the unity that has been achieved on the sub-continent. 
This could be done at many levels as the diocesan, the pastorate and even 

at the small group meetings (as Sunday schools, youth fellowships, etc.). 

There are readily available many platforms, the pulpit, numerous gatherings 

and even meetings could be especially convened for the purpose. Large sections 
of the people are still ignorant of the history and the importance of the 


church unity and an increased awareness will make it a movement of mass 
involvement. 


(ii) The CNI Constitution which has now served the needs of the church in its 
formative years, needs to be reframed with the intention of plugging many 
loopholes, which now provide a handle for the vested interests. Democratiz-— 
ation, yes, but the hands of the moderator and the bishops need to be stren- 
gthened further so that there is effective implementation of policy... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Youth Year in the Church?" EPS 83.10.88 


The UN has declared 1985 International Youth Year [EPS 83.10.10]. Alf Idland, 
author of the followtng, ts youth coordinator at the Geneva-based Lutheran 
World Federatton. It appeared tn longer form tn the September issue of the 
LWF youth newsletter. 


-».--Some people may question whetherthere is a need for an International 
Youth Year at all, and even more, whether it is necessary to take it up as a 
special concern within the church. Isn't it just another expression of the 
"fact" that young people will never consider their situation as satisfactory, 
that they always tend to complain and cling to their self-pity? 


.-. IL have seen and witnessed more than enough to contend that it is vitally 
important for the church to have a year of the youth - giving itself a belated 
opportunity to focus on the role and task of young people in its life and 
work. 


There are of course encouraging signs: churches where youth are actively 
involved and participating, accepted fully as part of the community. However, 
these are exceptions. The picture is far too often quite the opposite: that 
of young people being deeply frustrated and in despair because the church, 
i.e. church leadership, elders, pastors, are not serious in involving them as 
an equal, active part of the Christian community. 


The commitment - sometimes taking bold forms — of youth leaders concerned 
with their task of reaching out to other young people and trying to speak a 
language which communicates, is often not understood by leaders who cling to 
rituals and ways of the past. New approaches are only perceived as threats... 


How can a church which talks about its sacred mission of reaching out to more 
people with the good news, be credible when at the same time reacting against 
an expanding youth work, trying to contain it - simply because it becomes a 
threat to the power structure of the church?,.. 


EPS 
ECUVIEW: "Luther and India" EPS 83.10.89 


The following ts excerpted from a Longer ptece whitch appeared in the August 
tssue of the "North Indta Churchman", magazine of the Church of North Indta. 
The author, Paulos Gregortos, is Ortental Orthodox metropolttan of Detht and 
the North and one of the seven prestdents of the World Counetl of Churches. 


--- In India... we have been deeply influenced by Martin Luther and his 
Reformation - no matter to which religion or ideology we belong. Our 
educational system, the main shaper of our minds, can be traced back to the 
kind of schools (the humanistic gymnasia) set up by Philip Malanchthon on 

the basis of Luther's ideas. The universities of Europe, which we have 
inherited in pale imitations, were shaped by the ideas of Luther. Marx and 
Engels were also influenced by Luther's ideas, and held even some of Luther's 
economic ideas in high esteem, 


Marx makes frequent references to Luther - with approval, as one who changed 
the face of his society and initiated a world-wide progressive movement. 


It is in this varied context of a many~sided personality that we seek to pay 
tribute in India to Martin Luther - as a great German, as the initiator of a 
progressive world-wide movement, as the catalyst whose personality was used 
by history as a turning point. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Thinking Religiously about Television" EPS 83.10.90 


The following ts excerpted from an article by Peter Horsfteld tn the October 
issue of "New Times", monthly of the South Australtan Synod of the Untttng 
Church in Australta. 


A ministry to television should be seen as part of the church 


One of the weaknesses of the American television programmes is that they have 
cut themselves off from accountability to the local church. Television alone 
cannot solve the communication problems of our church in present society: 
television programming needs also the personal contact, witness, nurture and 
evangelistic efforts of the local church as well. 


Despite the assurances given by television evangelists, research shows that 
television cannot effectively be used for evangelism: that is done most 
effectively by person-to-person contact. But when used for its clearly defined 
purposes, television can contribute significantly to the mission of the church. 


The most effective uses of television are those which can be identified as 
"pre-evangelistic". Television can be useful in publicising the activities of 
the church, particularly its "people-caring" activities, to those beyond the 
ehircis 


Television can give non-church viewers information about the church and its 
activities, and in so doing can raise their awareness of the relevance of the 
church to modern life. Television can stimulate people to think about life's 
meaning, purpose and faith and in doing so should direct them to places where 
answers to these questions can be found. Each of these can lay the basis on 
which local Christians may build through personal realtionships with viewers... 


The church needs to commit itself financially 


Work in television is not a cheap business... We need to be as serious in 
our committed stewardship to worthwhile projects if we are not to fall victim 
to the new form of Christian "stewardship by seduction". 


Producing programmes should be only one part of the church's total television 
ministry 


In addition to producing programmes which often are directed mainly at keeping 
church supporters happy, the church should be involved in media education, 
criticism, research and advocacy. For example, the church needs to be doing 
something about raising people's awareness of what television is doing to their 
lives. What effects is television having on children and on family life? Why 
do so many people spend more than 35 hours each week watching programmes which 
they persistently complain about? How can we control television use and abuse? 


What about the absence of intelligent religious people from general television 
programming? When was the last time you saw a church service on a TV programme 
which had people in it? When was the last time you saw a normal religious 
person who wasn't a bigot, a clutz or a simpleton? Perhaps the best effort we 
could make at Christian programming would be to get the producers to include an 
intelligent and compassionate religious personon "A Country Practice”! 


A ministry to television should also include a ministry to those who make 
decisions and work within this powerful social-consciousness industry. I 
believe the churches can no longer afford a divided effort in relation to 
television... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: ''Taking Steps Towards Unity" BPS: 83 net 


This ts an abridged verston of a report on the second of etght tssues con- 
stdered at the Sixth Assembly of the World Counetl of Churches. [The first 
appears as EPS 83.10.49]. The assembly "approved [the report] and commended 
[it] to the churches for study and appropriate action". 


--- Marks of.., unity: ... Strong church unity, affirmed in words, lived in 
deeds, relevant and credible to the problems of human community, would 
properly have at least three marks which the divided churches do not yet 
fully share. 


First, the churches would share a common understanding of the apostolic faith 
and be able to confess this Message together in ways understandable, recon- 
ciling and liberating to their contemporaries. Living this apostolic faith 
together, the churches help the world to realize God's design for creation. 


> 


Second, confessing the apostolic faith together, the churches would share a 
full mutual recognition of baptism, the eucharist and ministry, and be able 
through their visible communion to let the healing and uniting power of these 
gifts become more evident amidst the divisions of humankind. 


Third, the churches would agree on common ways of decision-making and ways of 
teaching authoritatively, and be able to demonstrate qualities of communion, 

participation and corporate responsibility which could shed healing light in 

a world of conflict. 


Such a unity - overcoming church division, binding us together in the face of 
racism, sexism, injustice - would be a witnessing unity, a credible sign of 
the new creation. 


Steps we can take now towards this goal: While it is important to reflect 
further upon the goal of church unity, the essential need now is for actions 
which advance towards the goal as we have seen it already in the WCC. In the 
light of our vision of the goal, four steps seem to us especially promising 
in the years immediately ahead. 


We can encourage the process of reception of [the 1982 ecumenical, theological 
convergence text on] "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" by the churches: 


"Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" is at one and the same time a challenge and 
an opportunity for the churches. For the first time the various traditions 
are challenged to face each other not simply on the basis of their own 
identities, but in the presence of a common attempt to express a convergent 
statement of the apostolic faith... Confronted with this text, the churches 
are called to express in what measure they can recognize together the same 
apostolic faith, The document invites our churches to make the journey from 
isolated identities towards fuller fellowship. We receive this invitation 
with real excitement, but also with a realization that despite its achieve- 
ments, "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" falls short of convergence on some 
important issues. The pain which this causes will be felt on our journey... 


We can clarify the meaning of "a common understanding of the apostolic faith": 
i & 8 


Reception of "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" clearly implies this further 
step, for what the churches are asked to receive in the text is not simply a 
document, but in this document the apostolic faith from which it comes, and 
to which it bears witness... 


(over) 


ECUTEXT: Taking/2 


It has become clear that any common attempt by the churches to express that 
faith which unites all contemporary churches and all believers of all ages 
with the apostolic church would need to be conceived along three lines: 
first, a common recognition of the apostolic faith as expressed in creeds of 
the undivided church such as the Apostolic Symbol and especially the Nicene 
Creed; second, a common explication of the faith so recognized in terms 
understandable today; and third, a. common confession by the churches today 
of that same apostolic faith in relation to the contemporary challenges to 
the Gospel... 


We can help our churches to explore and express more clearly the relation 
between the unity of the church, the eucharistic fellowship of believers, and 
the transformation of human community: 


At this Assembly we have sensed a tension between same of those who are 
concerned with the unity of the church and others concerned with the desperate 
need for justice, peace and reconciliation in the human community. For some, 
the search for a unity in one faith and on eucharistic fellowship seems, at 
best secondary, at worst irrelevant to the struggles for peace, justice and 
human dignity; for others the church's political involvement against the 
evils of history seems, at best, secondary, at worst detrimental to its role 
as eucharistic community and witness to the Gospel. As Christians we want to 
affirm there can be no such division between unity and human renewal, either 
in the church or in the agenda of the WCC. Indeed the "Baptism, Eucharist and 
Ministry" text has underlined for us that baptism, eucharist and ministry are 
healing and uniting signs of a church living and working for a renewed and 
reconciled humankind... 


We can further the churches’ common quest for agreement on common ways of 
decision-making and teaching authoritatively: 


The ways in which the churches respond to "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry", 
and the ways in which they engage in a longer process of reception, provide 
an ecumenical context within which the churches can learn to understand and 
encounter each other's ways of making decisions about church teaching. The 
Significance of this opportunity needs to be emphasized, for common agreement 
about ways of teaching and decision-making is one of the fundamental marks of 
church unity. Earlier ecumenical studies of how the church teaches authori- 
tatively today need to be taken up again in this new context... 


The World Council of Churches within the One Ecumenical Movement 


It is the goal of the ecumenical movement to serve the cause of the visible 
unity of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church. The ecumenical move- 
ment is more than the World Council of Churches, and it is not limited to any 
one Christian World Communion or church. In response to the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit, it encompasses a worldwide variety of forms of expression: 
Christian churches, including united and uniting churches, councils, bilateral 
and multilateral dialogues and other networks, proclaiming together in word 
and deed that Jesus Christ is the life of the world. 


The World Council of Churches is a privileged instrument of the ecumenical 
movement. Visible church unity and dynamic church mission constitute the inter- 
related central core of the World Council's permanent agenda. Our God-given 
unity and our world-directed mission should never be severed from each other... 


While the World Council of Churches is an expression of the ecumenical movement, 
the real agents of that movement are the Christian churches themselves... 
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SHOPTALK 


The WCC Programme to Combat Racism has issued two more 
booklets in its PCR Information series. "South Africa 
in Crisis" (1983/No.17) includes features on’ "The 
Struggle in South Africa - the Universal Moral Crisis," 
"Economic Links with South Africa," and "Why I Joined 
the African National Congress - the Option for Life" 
(by Anglican priest Michael Lapsley). It also includes 
book reviews, announcements, a list of "new resources" 
and recent "Statements and actions of the churches." 


The "Report of the Consultation on 'the Churches' involvement 
in Southern Africa'" (special issue) includes documents 

from a meeting at the Mindolo Ecumenical Centre in Kitwe, 
Zambia, 24-28 May 1982. 


KREKKKKKKK 


Contributors. to-this-issueineclude: 


Ellen Clark [83.10.92], World YWCA communications director 

Herb David [83.10.94], American Lutheran Church interpreta- 
tion director 

JOnNe Kh. Mart liye (oo. bUeon | Anglican Consultative Council 
associate secretary (communication) 

Tracy Early [83.10.98], EPS New York correspondent 


WORLD YWCA MEETS Ecumenical Press 
IN WORLD COUNCIL Service 83.10.92 


SINGAPORE (EPS/Ellen Clark) - More than 500 people are expected here for the 
council of the World Young Women's Christian Association at the National 
University of Singapore [1-14 November]. 


It is to be the 25th world meeting of the World YWCA, which was founded in 
1894 and now meets as a world body every four years. It is the second 
council ever in Asia (the other was in Hangchow, China, in 1947). Delegates 
from 69 of the 82 national YW associations are anticipated. 


World YW President Nita Barrow of Barbados is to open the meeting. During 
the two weeks delegates are to elect a 20-member executive committee, adopt 

a budget, and chart directions for the world movement, which is headquartered 
in Geneva, Switzerland. 


Three speakers are scheduled to address council plenaries. Gwendoline Konie, 
permanent secretary to the Zambian parliament and a former diplomat, speaks 
on the struggle for peace and justice. Ivy Khan, general secretary of the 
YWCA of India, speaks about the future of the YWCA as a movement for social 
change. Kathleen Hurty, an American educator, talks about woman power. 


Much council work is to take place in groups clustered around five priorities 
of the world movement - peace, refugees and migrants, health, human rights, 
and energy and environment. A special plenary is set for a report from a 
World YWCA delegation which visited the Middle East in May to understand the 
region's situation and to see what a worldwide women's movement might do to 
help achieve peace and justice there. Loosely-structured evening discussion 
groups deal with other concerns of member associations. Topics for 
discussion range from the impact of microtechnology on women's employment to 
the side effects of tourism in developing countries. Other questions for 
council discussion concern the role of a women's movement today and the 
identity of a Christian organization which includes people of every and no faith. 


EPS 
"APOSTOLIC FAITH' ON Ecumenical Press 
THEOLOGIANS' AGENDA Service 83.10.93 


ROME eae - A score of theologians met here for a week [1-8 October] to 
discuss "the apostolic faith in the Scriptures and in the early church", 

part of a multi-year study project under the auspices of the Faith and Order 
Commission of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


The project, "towards the common expression of the apostolic faith today", 
is expected to be on the agenda of the next full meeting of the commission, 
in mid-1985, with a first outline of a convergence statement on "apostolic 
faith" projected for a Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order in 1988. 
The report and presentations from the consultation here are expected to be 
published early next year. 


For the first time, a Jewish scholar, Michael Wyschogrod of New York, made 

a Major presentation to a FOC meeting. A major portion of the consultation's 
report deals with "the question of continuity and discontinuity between Israel 
and the Church", observing that "the Church's faith is directed toward the 

one God whom Israel worships". That section concludes that "the relation of 
Church and Jewish people is an essential aspect of the apostolic faith". 

Other sections of the report deal with "confession of faith in the New 
Testament" and "apostolic faith in the early church", especially its 
expression in the Nicene Creed. 


Traditions represented at the consultation included Baptist, Roman Catholic, 
Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Methodist, Lutheran, Reformed, and 


Anglican. 
EPS 


BISHOPS VISIT Ecumenical Press 
CENTRAL AMERICA 4 Service 83.10.94 


MINNEAPOLIS (EPS/Herb David) - Military force will not bring a just peace to 
Central America, 14 bishops of the American Lutheran Church declared after a 
10-day visit to the region. "The root problem", they said, "is the injustice 
worked on the many poor people by the few rich people... The possibility of 
rising out of poverty and claiming full human and civil rights is a necessary 
precondition for peace in.the region." 


The bishops were critical of US Central American policy in particular and of 
the military involvement of many outside nations in the region, in general. 
"The turning of Central America into an East-West battleground is a tragedy 
imposed by nations outside the region, including the United States", the 
bishops said in a four-page series of "joint reflexions" released here after 
their return [10 October]. 


Reaction .to the Sandinista government of Nicaragua, where the groups spent 
five days, was guarded. "Significant progress in meeting the needs of poor 
people for land, health care, literacy and hope" was noted. But the fear 
remains that Sandinista rule could develop as a totalitarian "one-party state 
with no possibility for significant opposition". Despite ambivalence among 
the ALC bishops in their evaluation of the post-revolutionary government, 
they were united in declaring "the US-supported Contras [those fighting 
against the Nicaraguan government] do not represent a possible alternative 
for a democratic Nicaragua”. 


After their stay in Nicaragua, the bishops and accompanying staff divided 
into three teams to visit El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras. Noting the 
limitation of their contacts, the bishops stated, "We do not speak as 
experts". There was a studied effort to hear from both proponents and 
opponents of existing government and church leadership, but there were few 
conversations with people randomly chosen. 


EPS 
MEETING CONSIDERS PROBLEMS Ecumenical Press 
OF SYRIAN ORTHODOX MINORITY Service 83.10.95 


GENEVA (EPS) - The situation of the Syrian [Oriental] Orthodox minority in 
Turkey, and difficulties facing those who leave Turkey to settle in Europe 

and North America, was the subject of a one-day consultation at the Ecumenical 
Centre here [7 October]. 


There are reports that because of growing Islamic fundamentalism, the position 
and rights of Syrian Orthodox and other minority Christian communities are at 
risk in mostly Muslim Turkey. About 20,000 of the approximately 75,000 
Christians in Turkey are Syrian Orthodox. Another 20,000 Turkish Syrian 
Orthodox live outside the country. 


One consultant, who has worked for two decades in Turkey, urged that the 
Christian situation there be understood within the country's historical and 
cultural context. He suggested that a confrontational approach on the human- 
rights issue could be counterproductive for the minority. On the other hand, 
Desmond Carragher, from the Brussels-based Churches! Committee on Migrant 
Workers in Europe advocated a more directly critical approach. 


Participants at the meeting reported that Syrian Orthodox seeking asylum in 
Sweden and the Netherlands have, in general, been granted it, though the FRG 
(West German) government has not been so receptive. 


CHURCH UNION PLAN Ecumenical Press 
HAS LOCAL EMPHASIS Service 83.10.96 


CINCINNATI (EPS) - Planners from the nine denominations in the [US ] 
Consultation on Church Union are leaning toward a local emphasis in a 1984 
proposal intended to commit the churches to a single "Church of Christ 
Uniting" within a few years. 


Forty-five of those planners met here [4-6 October] to lay groundwork for a 
proposal to delegates of the churches who will convene at Baltimore in 
November next year. 


Among ideas that seemed to have general acceptance was one in which local 
groups would take the action to unite the ministries of the churches. 

Further, the planners envision lay people in crucial roles in leading the 
nine through the uniting process and in governing the church that results. 


Also a part of their thinking is assurance that the present ministries of 
the churches are accepted equally by all and that the historic continuity of 
those ministries from the early Christian era will remain unbroken. 


Three major commissions (theology, worship, church order) of COCU, a 2l-year- 
old union effort made up of denominations numbering some 23 million Americans, 
met together for the first time to develop a proposal which would have the 
nine "covenanting'' to stay together until a united church is achieved. 
Delegates from the denominations in 1982 directed that such a proposal be 
drafted as a theological obligation to a union felt to be God's will but 
unknown as to its final shape and form. 


Before formal union, the churches would acknowledge each other as equals, 
provide for the possibility of interchange of members and ministers, and 
initiate joint worship and work. . 


Members of the commissions - made up of theologians, pastors, lay persons 

and ecumenical staff - wrestled here with the thorny issues of how ministries 
of the nine are brought together as one, maintaining historic continuity, yet 
not conveying to anyone that reordination is taking place. 


Also debated was the idea of local "councils of oversight", which would 
monitor and encourage the process toward union and would initiate joint 
activities in their own localities. The councils would include bishops or 
bishop-types, presbyters or pastors, deacons and lay persons. 


The nine churches will be asked to acknowledge the major breakthroughs in 
faith, worship, sacraments and ministry achieved in the past two decades. 
COCU describes it as "claiming the emerging theological consensus", to under- 
score that it is only a beginning and that wide diversity would be encouraged. 


The nine churches involved in COCU are: African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, Episcopal Church, National 
Council of Community Churches, Presbyterian Church USA, United Church of 
Christ and United Methodist Church. 


The style adopted by COCU in recent years is to approach union through a 

gradual process of living, learning and working together in various models and 
experimentations, with emphasis on local level initiatives. That style grew 
out of responses from the churches a decade ago when a plan of union bogged 

down over structural questions. The “covenanting" step would involve commit- 
Ment to eventual union and would establish a means to foster and oversee 
development of new worshipping and working relationships throughout the churches. 
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NEXT LAMBETH Ecumenical Press 
MEETING SET Service 83.10.97 


NAIROBI (EPS/John K. Martin) - After consultations with the primates (heads) 
of the Anglican Communion and standing committee of the Anglican Consultative 
Council, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie has confirmed that a Lambeth 
Conference of bishops is to be held at the University of Kent, Canterbury (UK) 
in 1988. 


Aim of the conference is to promote fresh initiatives and renewal in four 
areas: mission and ministry, dogmatic and pastoral constitution, ecumenical 
relations, and transformation of the social order. 


The archbishop also confirmed that preparation for the conference begins 
immediately. As part of this preparation a series of regional conferences, 
like the Pacific Basin Conference on Ministry held in Honolulu last June, 
will try to ensure that bishops come to Canterbury well prepared, having 
contributed to the planning of an agenda which expresses local concerns. 


The four major issues to surface during the four-day meeting of the primates 
at Limuru Conference Centre (about 30 kilometres from here) were the spread 
of Islam, peace, refugees, and the role of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer in 
relation to the contemporary liturgies in use in Anglicanism. The primates 
expressed concern about the introduction of Islamic (Sharia) law, which in 
their view violates human rights of non-Muslims. Under Sharia law, which has 
recently been introduced in the Sudan [EPS 83.10.01]: . : 


- Christian pastors must be licensed and paid by the state. 


- Infant baptism is banned. (Minimum age at which a person 
may be baptised is 18). 


- Christian children are required to be taught Islam, with 
mosques established in Christian schools for this purpose. 


- Christians and other non-Muslims brought to trial can be 
condemned, without right of appeal, on the evidence of four 
witnesses. (To convict a Muslim, eight witnesses are required.) 


The primates called on all Anglicans "to intensify their daily praying for 


world justice and peace... we plead with all members of our church who are 
in government service or places of influence to exercise by all means 
available to them their Christian vocation as peacemakers". They said that 


"every act of reconciliation, whether great or small, counts in the gradual 
building of peace". 


They heard that there are now more than three million refugees in Africa 
alone. They called for more sharing of information about refugees in the 
Anglican Communion and for religious cooperation with ecumenically-based 
initiatives to help deal with causes which create refugees. 


In their discussions about the 17th century prayer book, the primates 
observed that its influence upon different parts of the Anglican world varies 
greatly but that those churches which have set it aside in different degrees 
have not become "any less Anglican in ethos or outlook" as a result. 
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BACKGROUNDER: USA CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
CONTINUING NAMIBIA SUPPORT Service 83.10.98 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - The cause of Namibian independence and majority 
rule continues to receive strong backing from many churches of the United 
States, particularly those associated with the National Council of Churches 
(NCC). Their efforts to influence US policy have met with little success, 
but rather than give up, they are now making renewed attempts - not with 
unrealistic expectations but with a feeling the cause merits perseverance. 


Through the years, the NCC and its member denominations have voted numerous 
resolutions calling for self-determination of black people in Namibia and 
other parts of southern Africa. An NCC policy statement on southern Africa 
adopted in 1977 included support for churches, SWAPO (South-West Africa 
People's Organization) and other forces “struggling for the liberation of 
Namibia". ) 


An introduction to the statement charged that in earlier years the US offered 
verbal support for racial justice but took no concrete steps. US duplicity. 
was then revealed, it said, in a 1969 memorandum signed by President Richard 
Nixon's national security adviser, later secretary of state, Henry Kissinger. 
That memorandum, assuming white rule would continue, advocated less criticism 
of the white governments and more cooperation. 


As of 1977, the NCC noted, Angola and Mozambique had become independent, 
contrary to Kissinger's prediction, and the new administration of President 
Jimmy Carter had renewed rhetorical support for majority rule. But concrete 
action was still lacking. 


NCC leaders found it much easier to talk with the Carter team, which included 
former NCC staff member Andrew Young as its ambassador to the UN. But the 
1981 inauguration of President Ronald Reagan, who approached South Africa 
with a "constructive engagement" policy reminiscent of the Kissinger years, 
left the NCC bereft of dialogue partners. 


Willis Logan, a black Anglican who is NCC Africa secretary, says that when 
his office sponsored a visit by Namibian church leaders in early 1982, it 
arranged talks with members of the Reagan administration, including Africa 
Secretary Chester Crocker. But this past June, he says, when it sponsored 
a visit by General Secretary Abisai Shejavali of the Council of Churches in 
Namibia, the visitor rejected as useless any idea of trying to see 
administration officials. "The Namibians say, can't you help your 
government see what's happening", Logan says. "It's embarrassing because 
we have no leverage." 


However, at the next meeting of the NCC governing board, [9-11 November, 
Hartford, Connecticut] yet another resolution of "support of a just 
settlement in Namibia" will be offered by the Africa committee. This 
resolution, Logan says, essentially reiterates past positions, including 
support for the UN Security Council resolutions on Namibia (385 and 431). 
"Namibia is such a clear-cut case, it is hard to come up with new things to 
be said", he remarks. "But it is good for the administration to know that 
there are people who care. They keep throwing it up to us that African 
issues have no constituency in this country." 


(over) 


BACKGROUNDER/ 2 


Other church expressions of interest, Logan says, include the work of a 
Washington Office on Africa established by interested denominations several 
years ago, and a newer Washington agency, TransAfrica, set up with the help 
of the NCC Africa committee and other church and secular groups to serve 

as an expression of the US black perspective. 


In the past, Logan says, many US blacks have been so absorbed in struggles 
to deal with their own problems they have had little energy left for Africa. 
But he says many of them now see links between black issues of Africa and 
the US, and a need to address them simultaneously. 


US denomination with counterpart bodies in Namibia —- notably Roman Catholic, 
Episcopal (Anglican) and African Methodist Episcopal - naturally take a 
special interest in the situation there. And since a majority of Namibian 
Christians are Lutheran, the result of missionary work by Finns and Germans, 
Namibia holds a most special interest for US Lutherans. 


Edward May of Lutheran World Ministries (US agency of the Lutheran World 
Federation), coordinates much of the Lutheran effort to keep Americans 
informed and involved. He also represents the LWF at the UN, and helps 
keep UN officials abreast of what the churches are thinking and doing, 
including the Namibian churches. 


LWM adopted a statement in 1982 deploring Reagan's "constructive engagement" 
policy and calling for an end to the US insistence on making Cuban troop 
withdrawal from Angola a precondition of action on Namibia. 


LWM members - Lutheran Church in America, American Lutheran Church and 
Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches - also support the Washington 
office of the Lutheran Council in the USA. There, Martin Sovik coordinates 
efforts to influence policy on Namibia. Since "constructive engagement" 
with the Administration seems futile, these efforts now focus on encouraging 
Congress to legislate change, he says. 


Earlier this year, the offices of May and Sovik, with the supporting 
denominations, initiated an 18-month effort to influence public opinion on 
Namibia - aimed at the 1984 elections. Two new staff members have been 
employed to assist in the effort from offices here and in Minneapolis. 


May says US Lutherans give significant amounts of financial aid to Namibia 
through the LWF, which makes grants to the council of churches and to SWAPO 
for scholarships and care of refugees. US personnel support for Namibia, 
he says, has been minimal. But an AELC pastor David Preisinger, and his 
wife, Lois, began a two-year term of service as guest lecturers at the 
Lutheran seminary in Otjimbingwe, Namibia, 1 September. 


Little is heard in the US about Namibia from conservative church circles. 
But Logan and May say they assume they back Reagan privately, though some 
concerned with Cuban influence in the region contend the Reagan 
administration is not conservative enough. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


83.10.99 USA ANGLICAN BISHOPS MEET: The bishops of the [US Anglican] 

Episcopal Church met for a week [30 September - 6 October] in Spokane, 
Washington, and approved a paper laying out the "authentic moral and theological 
principles" by which they make "decisions on matter of doctrine and discipline". 
During the same meeting, after some fairly vigorous debate, the bishops 
approved resolutions assailing US support for anti-government forces in 
Nicaragua and urging a delay in installing US missiles in Europe. Each day 

of the meeting focused on one facet of ministry - worship, service, 

evangelism, education, and pastoral care. New York-based Diocesan Press 
Service described the meeting as "less '‘action' oriented than many recent 

ones". 


83.10.100 GDR JEWISH-CHRISTIAN 'UNDERSTANDING': The sixth series of Jewish- 
Christian "understanding sessions" was scheduled for the end of this month 

in Leipzig. It is one example of a phenomenon reported by Geneva-based 
Lutheran World Information, that "in spite of the fact that [Martin] Luther's 
anti-Jewish attacks still overshadow Jewish-Christian relations, the 
eagerness of the Protestants, especially of the Lutherans in the... GDR 

[East Germany] for better understanding of one another predominates in all 
events'' connected with this year's celebrations of the 500th anniversary of 
iuihien le shi rth. 


83.10.101 NAMIBIAN CHURCH WORKERS: Two church workers with the Council of 
Churches in Namibia have been detained since 29 September, for "reasons of 
internal security" according to police reports. 


83.10.102 GERMAN PEACE WALK: Thirty-seven women and a small baby from the 
Evangelical Church in Baden (FRG) presented a letter signed by more than 
45,000 supporters calling for a stop to nuclear armament to the US and 
Soviet missions in Geneva. On a 420-kilometre prayer walk for peace' it 
took them three weeks to reach Geneva, with nightly worship services in 
villages on their way. Wearing white neck scarves to identify with purity 
and peace makers, the women hoped to bring the fears and worries "of the 
mothers of the world to the peace negotiations, in a quiet non-political 
way". Their letter was addressed to "the men of the East and West in whose 
hands disarmament is placed". 


83.10.103 LUTHERAN/ANGLICAN MEETING: Four Lutherans and five Anglicans have 
been named to an international working group to meet near London [28 November- 
3 December] to review relations between the two traditions since 1972, to 
assess results of various regional dialogues, and to suggest steps toward 
closer cooperation and full communion. The group is under the auspices of 
the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation and the London-based Anglican 
Council. 


83.10.104 LUTHERAN MINISTRY STUDY: The Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Federation has published a 13-page statement summarizing current Lutheran 
understanding of ministry. It includes sections on "the people of God", 
"the ministry", "the ordained ministry", "women in ministries of the church", 
"commissioning and ordination", and "apostolic succession". 


83.10.105 EDUCATION GRASSROOTS: The [US] National Council of Churches has 
organized more than 100 ecumenical study groups across the nation to discuss 
problems facing public education. It is an effort to increase church 
support for state schools. The groups' reports are due by 1 December. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


83.10.106 TANZANIAN RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: Opening a two-day assembly of the 
Christian Council of Tanzania, the country's prime minister, Edward Sokoine, 
said "the party and the government will continue to ensure religious freedom". 
He urged the church to inform the party and government of laws that hinder 
development work so such laws can be changed. Assembly delegates declared 
support for government efforts to fight "bad elements", but also urged 
measures against corrupt and hypocritical government officials. Anglican 
Bishop John Sepeku was re-elected for a four-year term as council chairperson. 
Vice-presidents are Lutheran Bishop Sebastian Kolowa and Moravian Bishop 
Joseph Kalindimye. 


83.10.107 APARTHEID ANNIVERSARY: Church people and events figured 
prominently in plans by South African blacks to commemorate the sixth 
anniversary [19 October] of a government crackdown .on opponents of apartheid 
(racial separation and white supremacy). Scheduled to address an anniversary 
rally in Soweto was Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu, general secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches. As part of the 1977 action, two black 
newspapers were shut down, 18 black organizations outlawed, and 47 black 
leaders arrested. 


83.10.108 RELIGION NEWS: Washington-based National Catholic News Service 
has begun a weekly programme, available to seven million US households on 
cable television. The programme's executive producer, Richard Egan, says 
it is "a news programme —- not a religious programme - just like news : 
programmes that deal with other specialities such as sports and health". 

He adds that "we're not trying to convey any image... If we just cover the 
stories, I think the viewer would see that the churches are not just on 

a shelf on Sundays". Its annual budget is 1.6 million US dollars. 


83.10.109 MEXICAN BISHOP ‘UNDER ATTACK': Lima-based Latinamerica Press 
reports that Roman Catholic Bishop Arturo Lona of Tehuantepec (Mexico) is 
the "object of verbal attacks, threats and even an invasion of the diocesan 
cathedral for his role in defending the elected government" of Juchitan, a 
city in his diocese. PRI, the country's dominant party, was defeated in 
municipal elections in 1980 and 1981. Lona has been supporting the city's 
30-year-old mayor, Leopoldo de Gyves, a Zapoteca Indian who is part of the 
Coalition of Workers, Peasants and Students of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. 


83.10.110 DANISH DEBATE: The Danish Christian daily Kristeligt Dagblad 
reports a debate about Danish representation in international church 
organizations. Declaring the results of the recent World Council of Churches 
Sixth Assembly "depressing", Arhus Lutheran Bishop Herluf Eriksen announced 

he would withdraw from the Lutheran Inter-Church Council. He suggested 

that international ecumenical contacts be handled in a more decentralized way. 
Likewise, Ribe Lutheran Bishop Helge Skov questioned the value of "mammoth 
conferences that send out resolutions". Other voices in the debate have 
warned against the danger of Danish Lutheranism, the country's main Christian 
tradition, becoming isolated ecumenically. 


83.10.111 PRAYERS FOR RAIN: Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda led the nation 
in prayers for rain at an ecumenical service [16 October] in Lusaka's Anglican 
cathedral. Similar services were planned for Christian, Hindu, and Muslim 
congregations around the country. Almost half the population of nearly eight 
million is receiving emergency food aid in the wake of two years of severe 
drought. 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


83.10.112 YASUKUNI SHRINE: Three Japanese church leaders - from the 

National Christian Council, Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan), and 
Japan Baptist Convention - met [14 September] with US embassy officials in 
Tokyo to express concern that US President Ronald Reagan might visit the 
Yasukuni Shrine during his trip to Japan next month. It is the view of 

many who speak for the country's Christian minority that recent efforts to 
give official recognition to the shrine are linked with a resurgent 
militarism, would violate constitutional separation of religion and state, 

and would in effect mean re-establishment of Shinto as Japan's state religion. 
A Baptist statement said any Reagan shrine stop "would be misinterpreted by the 
Japanese people as an act of Shinto worship". 


83.10.113 PNG PUBLICATIONS: Word Publishing Company of Papua New Guinea has 
suspended two of its publications - Moresby Message and New Nation — because 
of the current depressed economic climate and effects of a fire which 
destroyed its printing centre in December 1982. Word directors come from 
the country's four major denominations - Roman Catholic, Lutheran, United, 
and Anglican. They said it is best to concentrate on strengthening their 
publications which continue - Wantok, Times of Papua New Guinea,. and Niugini 
Nius. 


83.10.114 VATICAN EMBASSY OBJECTIONS: Representatives of five US religious 
organizations - National Council of Churches, Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, National Association of Evangelicals, Americans United for 

the Separation of Church and State, and General Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists - have objected that proposals to allow formal US diplomatic ties 
with the Vatican show "preference for the Catholic Church". Last month, 

the US Senate repealed a 116-year-old ban on funds for a US diplomatic mission 
to the Vatican. 


83.10.115 RELIGIOUS LIBERTY CAUCUS: A committee on religious liberty and 
human rights has been established as a caucus within the [US] United Methodist 
Church in "response to pleas of persecuted Christians to the World Council of 
Churches and to the continued inadequate response to their plight". The 

group is supported by the Washington-based Institute on Religion and Democracy, 
which has strongly criticized some attitudes and activities of the WCC, 
National Council of Churches, and major US denominations. 


83.10.116 POLISH CHURCH: The Polish government minister who handles 
religious affairs, Adam Lopatka, warned [15 October] a plenary meeting of the 
Polish Communist party central committee that "there is a real danger of 
religious culture, especially the Roman Catholic, going beyond its proper 
place in the national culture". Also speaking at the committee meeting, 
party leader Wojciech Jaruzelski emphasized cooperation. "We oppose attempts 
to politically divide the Poles into believers and non-believers", he said. 


83.10.117 METHODIST MERGER: Two US Methodist denominations — African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion and Christian Methodist Episcopal Churches - have set 
September 1985 as a target date for completing a plan to unite them. The 
country's third large mostly black Methodist denomination - African Methodist 
Episcopal Church - is not currently involved in the proposals. Actual merger 
is projected for the early 1990s, assuming approval by the denominations’ 
conferences. 
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ECUVIEW: "Evangelism in Thailand" EPS. 83.10.1186 


The following ts excerpted from a longer article by Samrit Wongsang whitch 
appeared in the August misston and evangeltsm letter of the Christtan 
Conference of Asta.  Thatland ts 95 per cent. Buddhtst, about one per cent. 
Chrtsttan. The two largest denomtnations are the Roman Catholte Church and 
the [Untted] Church of Christ tn Thatland. The country's populatton 7s 
about 50 mtllton. 


The government is attempting to institute a kind of "working relationship" 
among peoples of varying faiths. The Religious Fellowship of Thailand 
includes five faiths, i.e., Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, Braminism-Hindu, 
Sikh, and the Buddhist sect of Sakaidew Sadiew. The guidelines of this 
fellowship that are being proposed demonstrate the difficulty the Church of 
Christ in Thailand is confronted with in regard to the task of evangelism 
in that country. They are as follows: 


Act in accordance with the proclamation of the King of Thailand to the 
representatives of many different faiths on 4 December 1972: ‘''No 
matter what the name of the religion is, all must support and encourage 
one another in order to be the cohesive force of society. The fact 
that so many faiths have walked together for so many years has enabled 
Thailand to live in peace." 


Do not criticize other religions and no religion should claim it 

is better than all others. Do not study other religious tenets or 
religious ceremonies or religious artifacts with the view to 
influencing others of that religion to change and believe in your 


religion. Do not take the teachings of one religion and mix them 
with that of other religions in an attempt to absorb one into 
another. This only causes rebellion. 


Do not take any divisive teaching of one religion for the purpose of 
arguing with another group; this would only cause a division in the 
country. Conduct yourselves according to the orders of the Religious 
Department in relation to evangelization in the year 1981 - "Do not 
use a deceptive method of evangelism, such as giving rewards or 
forcing anyone to abandon his faith and transfer his allegiance to 
another faith." Every group should work together to support the 
country, religion and the King. Since there are 95 per cent. Buddhist, 
everyone, regardless of religious affiliation should help support 
Buddhism which is the state religion. This will in turn strengthen 
the country, religion and the King. 


The methods of the Roman Catholics in evangelizing people to Christianity may 
be one of the strong reasons for the above guidelines. Thai Buddhists are 
often suspicious of the motives of the "other religions", and any perceptible 
attempt to win them to Christianity has invariably created friction. As a 
matter of fact, Protestants in Thailand have experienced persecution. 


There are some small sects in the country today whose evangelistic zeal is 
causing dissension and strife. 


While in general, we Christians are convinced that the Thai people need Jesus 
Christ in that "there is no other name given among men whereby people will be 
saved, "evangelism is frowned upon in that the Thais already have the Buddhist 
pate ah Meanwhile, there are churches being organized though at a very slow 
pace. On the whole, the Church of Christ in Thailand has not found a better 
evangelistic method than the person-to-person witness of Christians. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Healing and Sharing Life in Community" EPS 83.10.119 


The following ts excerpted from one of the etght tssue reports approved tn 
substance and commended for study and action by the Stxth Assembly of the 
World Counetl of Churches. This set of reconmendattons concludes the 

report, following seettons on "theological foundation", "the mintstry of 
sharing", "sptrttual and human resources", "material resources", "the 

healing mintstry of the church", "love, justice, and health", "the churehes' 
health care programmes", "human values and ethtcal tssues", "disabtltty and 
aging", "alcoholtsm and drug abuse", and "community of women and men in the 
ehurch". (Extracts from other issue reports appeared as EPS 83.10.49 and 91.) 


It is recommended that the churches: 


- be encouraged to pursue theological studies to promote a greater under- 
standing of the common imperative for healing and sharing, and the 
implications of that understanding for the ministry of the Church. 


- initiate new models of diakonia, rooted in the local congregation as it 
is confronted by increasing brokenness as a result of poverty, unemployment, 
marginalization and consumerism. 


- develop sharing and exchange with Christians across the world, through, 
for example, congregational or pastoral exchanges, "twinning" arrangements 
between local churches, and exchanges of people in all walks of Christian 
life and vocation. 


- join in the efforts of the WCC to build up the new resource sharing 
System as a model of ecumenical action, beyond confessional limits and in a 
spirit of equality and mutuality, while providing full information on their 
involvement in the sharing of resources so that all can learn from one 
another's rich experience. The WCC should facilitate such flow of 
information. 


- increase their financial support to the 2% Appeal and to the Ecumenical 
Church Loan Fund (ECLOF), and review their investment policy to increase 
their support for the Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society (EDCS) from 
their investment funds. 


- at both national and international levels, monitor the policies of govern- 
ments and international negotiations and agreements, as they relate to the 
sharing of the earth's resources, with a view to establishing a just and 
participatory sharing and distribution of the resources of the world. 


- continue to develop their healing ministry, they (a) further reflect on 

the nature of the healing ministry of the Church and congregation, (b) actively 
consider different and alternative expressions of a holistic healing ministry 
which conform to a spirit of justice and accepting love, (c) maintain the 
capacity to respond to urgent and special needs as they arise, and (d) commu- 
Nicate and coordinate within and among themselves on all these issues. 


- be encouraged to examine for themselves and with one another the difficult 
questions emerging in areas of human values and ethics, including those 
related to biomedical technology, as well as abortion, euthanasia, and genetic 
engineering, noting especially the pastoral responsibility of the churches 
everywhere for all those whose lives are touched by these matters. 


(over) 


ECUTEXT: Healing/2 


- be encouraged to examine and study for themselves and with one another 
the question of homosexuality, with special stress on the pastoral respon- 
sibility of the churches everywhere for those who are homosexual. 


- recognize and use the gifts of young and old alike, involving in the 

total ministry of the Church the aging and those who have disabilities, to 

the building up of the body of Christ; and affirm that a person with a 
disability is able to be a leader in the church, that ordination of such is 
not only possible but can be a healing symbol of our acceptance. Beyond 
symbolic acceptance, church placement structures should enable ordained 

people with disabilities to serve in parishes and should support congregations 
in working with the unique needs and gifts of clergy with disabilities. 


- accept the normal and rightful place of the disabled and aging among us, 

and work actively to identify and overcome personal: and non-accepting barriers, 
provide for barrier-free transportation and architecture, and assure adequate 
aids for communicating during worship; and ensure the provision of loving 

and adequate care of the very elderly, the infirm and the dying. In 
particular, the churches must recognize their responsibility to prepare human 
persons for dying as well as living, on the basis and in the hope of our life 
in Jesus Christ. 


- give guidance in personal Christian life-style in order to counter the 
temptations of alcohol, tobacco and addictive drugs, especially in the case 
of young people and ethnic/racial minority groups; while pursuing the 
analysis of and the struggle against the social, political and economic 
conditions which underlie this global problem, involving young and minority 
people themselves in the ministry. 


- be challenged to exert influence over their governments for the control 
and restriction of the production and marketing of alcohol, tobacco and 
addictive substances, pursuing at the same time a study of the economic and 
political implications of such control. 


- be urged to offer continuing support to single persons and families, and 
seek to meet the special needs of single parent families. 


- continue to explore appropriate models of response to the changing roles 
of women and men within society, work, church and family life, bearing in 
mind the effects of economic and political stress as well as regional and 
cultural differences; and that, recognizing the sensitivity in many churches 
on the question of the ordination of women, while ackhowledging the need for 
healing and sharing in this context of our brokenness, the churches continue 
to pursue a consultative process among themselves on this matter. 
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SHOPTALK 


Deadlines: In general, 8h00 GMT each Wednesday is the 
EPS deadline. However, from time to time, travel 
schedules and holidays cause changes in that. Projected 
EPS deadline days (the hour is always 8h00 GMT) for the 
PSMNaL Ning LSSuccy Os also sale ce: 


7 December 


40 - 14 November 44 - 

41 - 17 November 45 - 14 December 
42 - 23 November 46 - 19 December 
43 - 30 November 47 - 21 December 


Contributors to this issue include: 


Peter Glensor [83.11.15]: secretary, Wellington regional 
office, National Council of Churches in New Zealand 


Tracy Early [83.11.16]: EPS New York correspondent 
Situation Reports are available as follows: from’ the wCcc 
inter-church aid commission (CICARWS), Box 66, 1211 Geneva 20: 


Ghana - drought/famine 1983 (no. 4, 17 October) 
Lebanon - emergency (no. 28, 19 October) 
Nicaragua - displaced families/May 1983 (no. 1, 24 October) 


CHURCHES DEPLORE Ecumenical Press 
GRENADA INVASTON Service Oo. TteOL 


GENEVA (EPS) - The World Council and Caribbean Conference of Churches have 
issued separate statements deploring the US-led military intervention in 
Grenada. [The texts appear as EPS 83.11.18] 


WCC General Secretary Philip Potter said "the argument that the invading 

force had been invited by leaders of some countries in the region is untenable 
and in no way justifies this flagrant violation of international law. 
"Moreover", he continued, "it sets an extremely dangerous precedent in inter- 
national relations" which "threatens to escalate and extend armed conflicts 

in the entire region, including Central America". 


Potter also ‘affirmed the right of the people of Grenada to establish a 
government of their own choice, free from interference by any outside powers". 


CCC General Secretary Allan F. Kirton said "the fact of Caribbean presence 
among the invading forces by no means alters its principled stance against 
military intervention in the Caribbean by forces external to the region". 

He added that "the CCC looks to an early end to the present conflict leading 
to a withdrawal of all foreign forces and for the Grenadian people to be 
provided with the opportunity to establish peace and order under a government 
of their own choice and not one that is externally imposed". 


Before the invasion, Kirton expressed "shock, horror and deep sorrow" at the 
execution of Grenadian Prime Minister Maurice Bishop and several of his 
cabinet colleagues. 

EPS 
EUROPEAN CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
PRESIDIUM MEETS Service 83.11.02 


GENEVA (EPS) - The seven-member presidium of the Conference of European 
Churches met here [20-22 October]. Main issues on its agenda, according to 
its communiqué, were studies, inter-church service, Islam in Europe, human 
rights, and finances. 


CEC reports that the presidium gave "much consideration... to the very dis- 
turbing deterioration... in the international situation and especially to the 
question of missiles in Europe". It also decided to establish a small 
committee to stimulate interest in European churches in the process begun by 
the 1975 Helsinki Final Act on security and cooperation in Europe. 


The leadership discussed cultural, historical, and political "non-theological 
factors, peculiar to the European scene" that could affect European church 
reception of the 1982 international theological convergence text on baptisn, 
eucharist, and ministry (BEM). It decided to arrange four small 
consultations, and a more general one in 1985 or 1986, on these factors. 


The group reviewed the "very long-standing [CEC] financial difficulties" and 
expressed "very cautious optimism" based on 1983 figures to date. It also 
approved a general programme for the Third Ecumenical Encounter, set for next 
October, between representatives of CEC and the Roman Catholic Council of 
Bishops’ Conferences in Europe. 


EPS 


LUTHER'S 500TH Ecumenical Press-> 
WIDELY OBSERVED Service 83.11.03 


In the main, the following ts abrtdged and adapted from an article by Karen 
Choplosky tn the 27 October tssue of Lutheran World Information. 


GENEVA (EPS) - The 500th anniversary of the birth of church reformer Martin 
Luther has prompted a host of celebrations and commemorations around the world, 
which peak in the period closest to 10 November, the day itself. This 

"Luther Year" has attracted ecumenical as well as Lutheran interest. The 
reformer made the cover of Time magazine. "The World of Martin Luther" 
appeared as a major photographic section in National Geographic magazine. 


In the academic world, Luther scholars from Europe and North America gathered 
in Erfurt, GDR, to compare notes on Luther's life and work. They acknowledged 
Luther's contribution to present-day biblical exegesis and assessed his role 

in German national history. In Warsaw an international symposium is to 
conclude Luther-Year celebrations in Poland. And Madras, India, was the site 
of a conference on Luther and monasticism, where 40 participants representing 
Christian denominations, as well as the Hindu, Buddhist and Sikh faiths, met 

to discuss "Luther and monasticism". 


The ecumenical nature of the Madras conference is characteristic of Luther 
celebrations and study sessions held so far this year. Recognition of the 
Luther Year has prompted theological investigations and discussions between 
Lutherans and other Protestants, as well as dialogues between Lutherans and 
Roman Catholics. One product of the dialogues is the joint statement on 
justification by US Lutherans and Roman Catholics presented in Milwaukee in 
September. In Austria in September, the pope called the "500th anniversary 
of the birth of Luther ... part of our common history". Jewish-Lutheran 
dialogues took place in July in Stockholm, Sweden, on the theme "Luther, 
Lutheranism and the Jews". 


Speaking here as part of a lecture series sponsored by local Lutherans, World 
Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter suggested three ways in 
which Luther is of "ecumenical significance". Potter highlighted his 
theology of the cross, his understanding of the church, and the fact that "he 
did not shirk the public issues of his time....Martin Luther's significance 
for the ecumenical movement", he concluded, "is that we must let God be God 
by humbly waiting on his word and will and placing ourselves at his disposal 
under the victorious cross". 


The recognition of the Reformer's birthdate has brought with it a wide array 
of Luther commemorative items and paraphernalia. Countries which have 
issued Luther postage stamps include Argentina, Suriname, Hungary, France, 
Brazil and the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG). In the United States, 
advocates fought church/state-separation groups to introduce a postage stamp 
commemorating Luther. The FRG issued a special five-mark coin for the 
Luther Year, with the motto "God's word remains forever". In Australia one 
can buy Martin Luther trays, medals and plates as souvenirs of the 500th 
birthday celebration. 


Perhaps the most eager and accommodating hosts for Luther Year celebrations, 
however, have been the two Germanys, where Luther's birth-place, homes, 
libraries, monastery room and churches are located. In the GDR, church and 
state organized separate committees, with an emphasis of the latter on por- 
traying Luther as a forerunner of some of the ideas and attitudes endorsed 
by the current communist government. 

EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


83.11.04 WICKREMESINGHE OBIT: The Anglican Bishop of Kurunagala (Sri Lanka), 
Luxman Wickremesinghe, died [27 October] in Colombo after a massive heart 
attack. He was 58, and had been bishop since 1962. He was active in inter- 
Anglican and ecumenical affairs, notably with the Christian Conference of 
Asia and the World Council of Churches. WCC General Secretary Philip Potter 
sent the following message to Colombo Anglican Bishop Swithin Fernando: 
"Deeply grieved to learn of the death of Bishop Luxman Wickremesinghe. The 
Council remembers with gratitude to God his significant contribution to local, 
regional and world-wide ecumenism, and his enlightened and prophetic leader- 
ship on national questions. I recall specially my close association with 
him over a long period and the personal support I have received from him. 
Please convey to the members of his family, to the Church in Sri Lanka our 
prayers and solidarity at this time of loss." 


83.11.05 AFFLUENT MINISTRY: Lutheran Church in America Stewardship Develop- 
ment Director Paul Johns has suggested three areas for increased emphasis, 
including, reports the LCA news department, "ministry with and to affluent 


persons. Even though the LCA is basically a middle-class church", says the 
report, "progress has been made in becoming sensitized to the 'down-and- 
outer’. However, there is a need to sharpen ability to relate to the ‘up- 


and-outers’ who have significant contributions to make which are more than 
fiseals" 


83.11.06 SA FAMILY PLANNING: London-based Reuter news agency reports that 

a South African government programme "aimed mainly at curbing South Africa's 
swelling black population has stirred a controversy between whites and 

blacks over the racial implications of the plan". Anglican Bishop Desmond 
Tutu, general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, is 

described a supporter of the principle of family planning, but, he adds, "the 
South African context distorts the whole issue.... In a situation where white 
people, including high-level leaders, have urged whites to have more children - 
and for purely racist reasons - it is very difficult for us blacks to urge our 
own people to have less." 


83.11.07 LESOTHO CRITICISM: President G. L. Sibolla of the Lesotho 
Evangelical Church has charged that some African church leaders have 
"deliberately failed to adopt a critical approach to state matters and given 
a blind blessing to every action, even though it may be wrong.... Sometimes, 
churches or church leaders go out of their way to seek comfortable relation- 
ship with political leaders and thereby make themselves part of the government”. 
His remarks were reported by Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service. 
They were made in connection with 150th anniversary celebrations of his 
denomination, which has been at odds with the government. LEC Vice-President 
Ben Masilo fled the country last year following what some consider a govern- 
ment attempt on his life. 


83.11.08 UNDERSTANDING CREATION: A score of scholars from several Christian 
traditions have concluded that "existing differences in the approach to 
creation in different...traditions are not church divisive". A report from 
the Institute for Ecumenical Research, Strasbourg, France, which sponsored the 
get-together, added that "ecumenical dialogue on creation could contribute to 
a growing mutual understanding between the churches". Topic for the meeting 
was "theology of creation - contributions and deficiencies of our confessional 
traditions", part of the institute's study project "creation - an ecumenical 
challenge?". The institute says it welcomes reflections and comments on its 
project. 

EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources" 


83.11.09 YAKUNIN APPEAL: The Church of England Newspaper reports that the 
presidents of the Swiss Roman Catholic bishops' conference and of the council 
of the Swiss Protestant Federation (Heinrich Schwery and J. P. Jornod) have 
jointly appealed to Soviet President Yuri Andropov for the release of Russian 
Orthodox priest Gleb Yakunin. They call his arrest and sentence a "clear 
violation of the spirit and letter of the Helsinki Agreements". 


83.11.10 ITALIAN BAPTISTS: Swiss-based European Baptist Press Service reports 
that the Baptist Union of Italy has begun a “"three-pronged effort to identify 
and propagate" its understanding of the church. The effort involves 
preparation of a confession of faith, a covenant which gives local congre- 
gations "opportunity for cooperation with" the national body, and a plan of 
cooperation which "takes into account the various aspects" of the denomi- 
nation's work. The proposals come before the union's next assembly, in May. 


83.11.11 EUROPEAN BAPTISTS: Seventy-five participants from 23 European 
Baptist denominations attended the annual council of the European Baptist 
Federation, in Sddertdalje, Sweden. Among items on the agenda were nuclear 
arms, peace, unemployment, and Albania. A resolution on evangelism and 
church relations urges Baptists to make “every effort... to cooperate with 
other Christians in proclaiming all over the world the good news of the new 
ereavion in Christ... 


83.11.12 APARTHEID DECISION: The Western Cape [Regional] Synod of the NHK, 
the largest white Dutch Reformed denomination in South Africa, has accepted’ 

in principle a commission report which calls on the NHK to clearly disassociate 
itself from any attempt to theologically justify apartheid (racial separation 
based on white supremacy). Commission chairman P. A. Verhoef said "we may 
close church doors to nobody, to no sinner, no matter what his sin, and to no 
person, no matter what his colour". The NHK is the church of many leaders 

of the country's white-minority government, and has officially supported at 
least the permissibility of assumptions and attitudes underlying the country's 
apartheid system. 


83.11.13 MISSILE SUPPORT: Pacem in Terris, an organization of Roman Catholic 
clergy endorsed by the Czechoslovak government, is reported by the official 
Ceteka news agency to support Soviet intentions to place missiles in 
Czechoslovakia in response to the US plan to site missiles in various NATO 
countries. Josef Vrana, a bishop and apostolic administrator of the 

Olomouc diocese, is quoted as saying that "strength must stand against 
strength in order to maintain world peace.... The clergy realize the 

necessity of the new defensive measures as they follow and know the world 
situation". 


83.11.14 COPTIC POPE: Egyptian President Hosni Moubarak is quoted in the 
Kuwaiti newspaper Al Siyassa as referring to the "inevitability" that Coptic 
[Oriental Orthodox] Pope Shenouda will resume his full role "when circum- 
stances permit". Since September 1981, the pope has been living in a 
desert monastery because of a presidential decree withdrawing state 
recognition of his church leadership. That came in connection with a 
government crackdown against about 1,500 people - mostly Muslim - described 
as extremist threats to the society. Earlier this year, a court upheld 
that aspect of the decree, which suggested to some that the church was being 
obliged to choose a new leader. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Peter Glensor: "Letter from Wellington" ERSUB3U01.15 


Church people who were not at Vancouver for the Sixth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches awoke one morning in August to hear the news that Bishop 
Desmond Tutu had been granted travel documents by the South African 
authorities to visit New Zealand for five days. 


Two weeks of intensive preparations resulted in a highly successful visit. 
The media were particularly keen to meet and speak with this man, hailed as 
possibly the best-known unimprisoned black leader inside South Africa today. 


One of Bishop Tutu's greatest gifts is his ability to convey profound and 
sometimes complex truths in a simple, understandable way. In public 
meetings, through newspapers, radio and television he proclaimed that 
apartheid is a heresy. He denounced the proposed constitutional reforms as 
a ‘monumental hoax' and re-emphasized the need for countries like ours to 

use all non-violent means possible - including economic pressure and 

sporting boycotts - in the struggle to overthrow the evil system of apartheid. 


Desmond Tutu became known to New Zealanders as a human being, not only as a 
symbol of the South African struggle against apartheid. His warmth, humour, 
deep spirituality and friendliness showed through, even at the end of a 
gruelling itinerary. 


In a dramatic way he entered into the realities of our New Zealand situation. 
Early in the visit he had the chance to view a new film called 'Patu' - a 
numbing visual record of the turbulent days in August 1981 when a South 
African Springbok rugby football team toured New Zealand. The tour, 
condemned unanimously by the New Zealand churches, led to widespread civil 
unrest and charges of police brutality and anti-tour lawlessness; it cost 
the government millions of dollars. Bishop Tutu referred to the film in 

his addresses, thanking those New Zealanders who stood out against apartheid 
and commenting on the amount of division our nation endured because of that 
stand. 


Those words of thanks took on a practical expression when Bishop Tutu made a 
brief appearance in an Auckland court. Six people were facing charges of 
riot from incidents during the Springbok Tour, two years earlier. Bishop 
Tutu entered the court and was at once called to give evidence - one of the 
defendants called him as an ‘expert witness' to define the nature of apartheid. 
Following his testimony, Bishop Tutu was able to greet the defendants 
personally, while members of the public and several jury members stood in 
respect. The next day, all six defendants were found not guilty of all 
charges. 


This visit was geared primarily to the New Zealand churches. But the New 
Zealand minister of foreign affairs requested a meeting with him. The two 
were able to speak frankly of what is happening in present-day South Africa 
and how the New Zealand government is responding. Despite the warmth of 
that visit, many fear that internal political considerations will continue 
to dominate in determining specific actions the government is willing to 
take in this regard. 


The visit of this world Christian leader was so successful that a video has 
been made about it. Giving a description of the visit and the things Bishop 
Tutu was saying, the video is designed so that church groups can stop and 
discuss the tape, bringing the questions back to ourselves. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: "Letter from New York” EPS*8a441, 16 


The National Council of Churches made front-page news here when it released 
the first samples of its effort to produce Scripture translations that avoid 
male-biased language. Genesis 1:27 now reads, ''So God created humankind in 
God's own image”. In places, words are added, italicized and in brackets, 
to give feminine balance. Jesus speaks of ascending to "my Father /and 
Mother ]" (John 20:17). Other masculine terms for God are replaced: "Lord" 
by "Sovereign", "king" by "monarch" or "ruler". The "kingdom" becomes the 
"realm" of God. Mary bears a "child" rather than a "son" (Matt. 1:21-253 
Luke 2:7). Masculine pronouns are eliminated by repeating "God", "Christ" 
or other names and titles. So John 3:16 appears: "For God so loved the 
world that God gave God's only Child....". 


At a press conference [14 October] releasing the new translation, NCC General 
Secretary Claire Randall recalled hearing an inclusive language translation 

of Scripture for the first time in the late 1960s, and said it "made all the 
difference in the world". Other speakers said male-biased language in 
Scripture had supported patriarchal oppression of women. The NCC Division 

of Education and Ministry holds copyright on the Revised Standard Version (RSV) 
of the Bible, and the RSV translating committee is preparing a new edition 

that will change some male language about human beings. 


As concern over the issue grew in the 1970s, this NCC unit strongly pressed 
the RSV committee to make more far-reaching changes, but it refused. So 

the division set up another committee to begin the process by preparing a 
new version of lectionary passages, taking the current edition of the RSV as 
the basis of its work. Readings for the year starting with Advent 1983 were 
released at the press conference. 


The lectionary is offered for voluntary, experimental use, and carries no 
official authority. Greek Orthodox Archbishop Iakovos has condemed it, and 
Bishop James Crumley of the Lutheran Church in America has advised congre- 
gations against using it. Bruce Metzger of Princeton Seminary, who chairs 
the RSV committee, objected: "The changes made in language pertaining to the 
deity are tantamount to rewriting the Bible. In my view as a Christian and 
as a scholar, such changes are altogether unacceptable." 


In addition to male-biased language, the lectionary committee is altering 
some "darkness" references that in their negative moral connotations are 
thought to support racism. "The people who walked in darkness" becomes 
"walked in gloom" (Is. 9:2). Some references to "the Jews" are softened. 
"For fear of the Jews" becomes "for fear of the Jewish authorities" (John 
20619 17 


Positive developments in Christian-Jewish relations have been all too few 
here of late. Jewish reaction to the Middle East statement of the Vancouver WCC 
Assembly was fierce. Rabbi Howard Singer, interreligious affairs director 

of the Anti-Defamation League, said the WCC was "forfeiting any role as a 
world moral authority" because of manipulation by delegates from Arab and 
Communist countries who got their way by threatening to pull out. Rabbi 
Marc Tanenbaum, a Jewish representative at the Assembly, accused the WCC of 
"moral hypocrisy" and broadcast a personal attack on William P. Thompson, a 
US Presbyterian delegate who chaired the committee presenting the Middle 

East statement. Thompson declined to respond. Tanenbaum, after more than 
two decades as interreligious affairs director of the American Jewish 
Committee, has now become its director of international relations. His 
associate, Rabbi James Rudin, was promoted to interreligious affairs director, 
but Tanenbaum will remain involved with Christian-Jewish dialogue on the 


international level. EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Ethiopian Government and the Church" EPS 83.11.17 


The following was released tn longer form by the Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Federatton. 


The measures taken by the Ethiopian government against 


Christian churches are beginning to reveal a trend. The course chosen by 
Ethiopian military leaders today causes growing consternation not only among 
all the churches in the country, but among mission organizations and a wide 
range of governmental and non-governmental development and relief agencies 
that are involved in large-scale humanitarian assistance in Ethiopia. 


The measures of the military government against churches have included an all- 
out effort to close down the Baptist, Mennonite and Pentecostal churches in 
the country. Actions have also been taken that limit the work of the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church, although as a folk church with a long history in 
the country, it still has some privileges that other churches with a shorter 
history do not have. The Roman Catholic Church has lost its institutions in 
Asmara, which it has been running for many years. But the sequence of 
repressive measures that can most easily be documented today are those 
directed against the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus 
(EEGMY isc ace 


[The article then outlines the eight "most visible actions" against the EECMY 
since 1980, including instances of the seizure of church property and the 
detention without court proceedings for various periods of a "large number of 
pastors and lay leaders in several synods". ] 


...Since the revolution in 1974, a wide range of church properties of 
practically all churches in Ethiopia has been nationalized without any 
compensation, both in Addis Ababa and in the provinces. Furthermore, many 
church vehicles have been taken away by the government. Other forms of 
harassment can also be documented. 


However, the situation of the EECMY is not uniform in the country. While the 
church finds its work seriously restricted in many of the administrative 
regions, it can nevertheless continue its work relatively unhindered in others. 
It also continues its large-scale development activities in cooperation with 
the relief and service programmes of the Lutheran World Federation.... 


The EECMY is committed to continuing its ministry within the society and to 
seek ways to serve the people, wherever possible, in cooperation with the 
revolutionary government in such areas as literacy campaigns and various forms 
of development work, including rural medical care. Furthermore, the church 
has welcomed and actively supported reforms initiated by the government in 
such areas as land ownership, education and health services. 


The EECMY builds its work on the foundation of Christian faith, which is not 
dependent on any political ideology. With that approach the church has 
deliberately tried to avoid confrontations with authorities. It has dis- 
couraged international protest actions so that it could strengthen cooper-— 
ation with national and local authorities in serving the interests of the 
poor and the common people. And the EECMY has sought direct dialogue with 
authorities over actions that the church finds illegal or otherwise 
unjustified. The military government has repeatedly claimed that there is 
freedom of religion in Ethiopia. But it refuses to take any responsibility 
for repressive measures and it allows its administrators to act against the 
church in contradiction to its own declaration.... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Statements on Grenada" EPoooo stl. 16 


The following statements were tssued by World Counetl of Churches General 
Secretary Philtp Potter and Cartbbean Conference of Churches General 
Secretary Allan F. Kirton [EPS 83.11.01]; 


The World Council of Churches joins the Caribbean Conference of Churches in 
deploring the military invasion of Grenada by the United States of America 
and six Caribbean states. 


The argument that the invading force had been invited by leaders of some 
countries in the region is untenable and in no way justifies this flagrant 
violation of international law. Moreover, it sets an extremely dangerous 
precedent in international relations. This new development, involving direct 
foreign military intervention, threatens to escalate and extend armed conflicts 
in the entire region, including Central America. _ 


The WCC expresses the hope that international action, especially by the 
United Nations Security Council, will result in a speedy withdrawal of all 
foreign forces from Grenada. The WCC affirms the right of the people of 
Grenada to establish a government of their own choice, free from interference 
by any outside powers. 


The Council assures the churches and people of Grenada and the Caribbean of 
the prayers of the world-wide ecumenical community at this time of crisis and 
stands ready to support the Caribbean Conference of Churches in rendering 
assistance in any appropriate way. 


RRKKEKKRKKRER 


The Caribbean Conference of Churches reaffirming its principled stance against 
military intervention in the Caribbean by forces external to the region, 
strongly deplores the events of the past few hours leading to this morning's 
invasion of Grenada. The fact of Caribbean presence among the invading 
forces by no means alters that principle. 


The CCC regrets that the decision to invade was reportedly in response to 
requests from certain Caribbean leaders. However, reports from the CARICOM 
heads of governments’ meeting over the weekend had spoken of agreement on a 
fact-finding mission and a peace-keeping force and so we are disturbed that 
subsequent developments have resulted in additional violence and loss of 
life. We feel great concern for CARICOM and for the future viability of the 
integration movement which are endangered by disregard for the rules of 
unanimity as required by both the CARICOM treaty and the treaty of the OECS. 


The CCC looks to an early end to the present conflict leading to a withdrawal 
of all foreign forces and for the Grenadian people to be provided with the 
opportunity to establish peace and order under a government of their own 
choice and not one that is externally imposed. 


The CCC stands in solidarity with the churches and people of Grenada assuring 
them of our continued prayers and of our readiness to respond through the 
Council of Churches of Grenada. Finally the CCC expects that the churches 
will be involved in any initiative in the resolution of the present crisis. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Learning in Community" TOP Shak ons 5a 1 aie 


The following ts excerpted from one of the etght tssue cHOnEE from the 
Stxth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. It was "approved in 
substance and commended to the churches for study and approprtate action" 
Excerpts from other reports appeared as EPS 83.10.49, 91, and 119. The 
following are the "recommendattons to the churches" eer edited]. 


Family Education: 


- Encourage the production of simple literature and learning materials on 
how all members of the family are involved in the life and work of the church 
from infancy, through baptism, confirmation, and other special Christian 
SVeiLors 


- Have the expertise to meet the constant demand of parents, especially 
mothers, for Christian answers to family life issues. This.calls*for,the 
restructuring of ministerial education to include various counselling and 
educational skills; 


- Help families gain understanding and ecumenical perspectives at both the 
local community and global levels. Worship in other congregations, visits, 
and exchange of correspondence between families and children living in 
different countries should be encouraged. 


Liturgical Education 
- Use the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle; 
- Link intercessions with offerings of gifts; 


- Incorporate hymms that convey community rather than individualistic 
attitudes; that are peace-oriented rather than militaristic or militant; 
that use inclusive language and music reflecting cultural diversity; 
that incorporate justice and peace concerns as well as love, freedom, 
openness, and the respect of human rights; 


- Foster the expression of community in a variety of visible and tangible 
ways: the exchange of peace greetings, the sharing of agape meals, 
holding processions, and encouraging intergenerational participation; 


- Implement the vision acquired through worship in acts of service and 
mission in the world. 


Congregational Learning 


- Encourage the participation of children in worship, including (where 
appropriate) the receiving of holy communion; 


- Encourage the full participation in worship of persons with disabilities, 
including the receiving and serving of the holy communion; 


- Develop opportunities for intergenerational learning in the congregation; 


- Help clergy to be sensitive to and equipped for processes of community 
learning in the congregation and for a sharing of their ministry; 


- Encourage congregations to be open to local groups struggling for peace 
and justice, to give them a place in the congregation, and to learn 
together with them by sharing their commitment and reflecting on it from 
a perspective of faith; this could include opening the doors to migrants, 
refugees, disabled people's civil/human rights groups, marginal groups, and 
those struggling for fuller life and seeking community; 


(over) 


ECUTEXT: Learning/2 


Help all members of congregations, young and old, to develop together new 
life-styles based on the demands of the gospel and a new spirituality | 
grounded in worship, prayer and active commitment. 


Formal Education 


Ensure that educational programmes and institutions include among their 
goals the upbuilding of community, giving priority in their thinking and 
action to the educational needs of all disadvantaged groups including the 
disabled, the poor, ethnic minorities, speakers of minority languages, etc.; 


Take seriously responsibilities for all forms of formal education, whether 
church-related or state-sponsored, to ensure ecumenical sharing, planning 
and evaluation of educational activities among-all churches, and to dis- 
cover opportunities for Christian service and witness, both in terms of 
governing structures and teaching content and practices and to support 
those who serve in such schools in their witness; 


Consider the interrelatedness of changing technology/the unemployment of 
young people/the implications of changing patterns of education, and to 
take appropriate action; 


Take initiatives to ensure that in both church-related and state-governed 
schools, the concern for peace, justice and ecological survival is 
featured in the curriculum; 


Take advantage of opportunities for including religious education in the 
school curricula, using if possible common catechetical programmes of 
several denominations, and common programmes of training of religious 
education teachers and evaluation of processes of teaching religion in 
schools; 


Take advantage of opportunities for training and placement of school and 
college chaplains, leading to the formation of regional and global 
networks for mutual support and exchange of ideas. 


Theological Education 


Recognise and further increase participation by lay persons in theological 
education programmes; welcome the creative dimensions of this change; 
share their experiences; e¢xamine their theological, pedagogical and 
missiological significance; 


Promote global awareness, interaction and solidarity in theological 
education. This might include reciprocal ecumenical visits, staff 
exchange between continents and regions, development of curricula with a 
global focus, ecumenical sharing of resources and greater openness to the 
spiritual and liturgical heritage as well as the theologies emerging in 
different parts of the world.... 


Development Education 


Take seriously the ecumenical dimension of learning and include it in all 
educational activities and programmes. In particular we urge the 
revision of curricula of schools and seminaries and the activities of 
congregations to provide for ecumenical perspectives; 


Use this model of ecumenical team visits and link local experience of 
development education with global concerns and vice versa; 


Expose young people to the issues of justice and peace in their own 
communities and in the global context. 
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; Port-au-Prince: a market. 

3070: A small school in Consuelito for 
20 children organized by the Haiti- 
Dominican cultural centre. 

3071: A child, having worked hard in 
carrying goods in a wheelbarrow, falls 
asleep completely exhausted. 

3072: The Batey "Consuelito": 250 
Haitians live here permanently; 1,000 
temporary workers join them for the 
Zafra (sugar-cane harvest). 

3073: A child holds a sugar bag. Sugar 
LS) awmajor crop. 


3069: Port-au-Prince: un marché. 
3070: A Consuelito, petite école pour 
20 enfants, organisée par le Centre 
culturel haitiano-dominicain. 

SOT tentankt serava il ew aur gid 
transporte la marchandise dans une 
brouette; épuisé, il s'endort. 

3072: Le "batey Consuelito": 250 
Haitiens y vivent en permanence de 
facgon précaire; 1 OOO saisonniers se 
joignent a eux pour la Zafra. 

3073: Du sucre et de beaux enfants - 
des richesses trop souvent abifimées en 
Ha Gea. 
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074: About a quarter of Haitians are counted as litera 
3075: There are more than 200 little religious groups UW 
Haiti. 3076: Salesian fathers, with Belgian and Canadii 
donations, help in building houses. 3077: Banks and Col 
mercial buildings are built but only a few houses. 

3078: Jacmel market. 3079: The slum "Simone" in Port=at 
Prince: 125,000 live here on marshes with three water 
tanks. 


3074: Quelques-uns savent lire; reste a penser ce qu'on 
leur propose de lire! 3075: Les sectes pullulent (200 % 
Haiti): l'exaltation tente de faire oublier la misére ée! 
détourne de l'action solidaire et responsable. 3076: lk 
péres salésiens, avec des dons belges et canadiens, aide 
A construire des maisons en dur. 3077: On s'affaire 4 | 
construction de banques ou de batiments commerciaux; tri 
peu a celle de logements. 3078: Le marché de Jacmel. 
3079: Le bidonville Simone a Port-au-Prince; 125 000 
habitants vivent 1a sur un marécage. I1 y a trois poin 
d'eau comme celui-ci. 
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SHOPTALK 


The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand has appointed WCC 
Communication Director John Bluck professor of pastoral theology 
and communication at Knox College, Dunedin. A New Zealand 
Anglican priest, Bluck takes up his appointment at the end of 
next May. He joined the WCC staff in 1977 as editor of One 
World magazine. He became communication director in 1980. 

He will be much missed. 


+++ 


Contributors to this EPS include: 
Tracy Early [.21] - EPS New York correspondent 


Robert Nowell [.25] - EPS London correspondent 

Philip Potter [.33]} - WCC general secretary 

Victor Hsu [.34] - executive secretary, New York office, WCC 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 

Uffe Gjerding [.35] - Europe secretarv, WCC Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 

André Jacques [.36] - migration secretary, WCC Commission on 


Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
+++ 


The following are available on request to the WCC inter-church 
aid commission (CICARWS), Box 66, 1211 Geneva 20: 
Ethiopia - drought and displaced persons (sitrep 15, 10 November) 
Grenada/Barbados (appeal alert, 4 November) 
Africa - drought (alert, 31 October) 
Zaire/Shaba - cholera 1983 (appeal, 31 October) 
Turkey - earthquake (appeal alert, 2 November) 
Vietnam - typhoon Georgia (appeal, 28 October) 


Poland - material aid assistance (sitrep 14, 8 November) 
+++ 


Issue 90 (October-November) of the WCC magazine One World includes 
the following articles: 
"Facing up to the issues in the North-South dialogue" (Pronk) 
"Can science help us grasp the doctrine of the church" (Bridston) 
"A new frame of reference for Jewish-Christian dialogue" (Brockway) 
"Searching for hope amidst the hopelessness of Haiti" (Jacques) 
"The Salvation Army and the World Council of Churches" (Keanie) 
"Some unanswered questions about the evangelist's task" (Yuzon) 
"Who supports the families when clergy marriages fail" (Lowe) 


"Finding a new vision for the foreign mission of the church" (Rossmal 


"Faith, church and society: Luther's ecumenical heritage" (Potter) 
"No solitary heroes among those who always seek God" (Genre) 
It also includes "newsdesk" pieces on Nicaragua, Palestine, and Japan. 


CHURCH VISITOR EXPRESSES Ecumenical Press 
SERIOUS CONCERN ON SUDAN Service 83.11.20 


STOCKHOLM (EPS) - A former Swedish ambassador just back from a visit to the 
Sudan has expressed serious concern about the situation there. Olle Dahlén 
made his trip on behalf of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches after 
a request from the Sudan Council of Churches. Dahlén is former moderator 
of the WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


Dahlén's report follows expressions of concern about "Islamisation" of the 
country,by leaders of the Christian minority, which lives mostly in the south 
[EPS 83.10.01],and by leaders of world Anglicanism, who met last month in 
Nairobi [EPS. 83.10.97]. 


The ambassador recalled the 1972 agreement which ended the 17-year civil war 
between north and south. The WCC and the Nairobi-based All Africa 
Conference of Churches facilitated negotiations which led to the agreement, 
which, among other things, guaranteed considerable autonomy to the south and 
balanced economic development in the whole country, and required a referendum 
in the south for political or legal changes to be made there. 


"On the whole", Dahlén said, "the implementation of the [1972] Addis Ababa 
agreement gave some hope in the beginning. However, in recent years, the 
main goals seem to have faded away."" He cited inadequate economic develop- 
ment in the region, the division of the southern region into three earlier 
this year, the appointment of new governors there, and the lack of any 
referendum. 


"Many southerners", he observed, "take this as evidence that the central 
government is forcing its own rules on them, against the provisions of the 
constitution. This has resulted in even more tension...although some in 
the region have been in favour of the division." 


Dahlén said church leaders "point out the difficulty in obtaining permission 
to build new churches whereas a number of new mosques are erected and 
reconstructed". He noted the introduction by presidential decree 

(9 September) of Islamic criminal law relating to alcohol consumption and 
theft. 


Though "it has been stated that Christians and other believers and foreigners 
are not affected" by the law, Dahlén said, "conflicting explanations are 
given about this which have created fear". He also cited reports of growing 
strength for a "new guerilla movement in the south".and the possibility of a 
"new civil war". 


‘Dahlén said he hopes Sudanese President Gaafar Mohamed Nimeiri "will try 
to find soon a political solution to the dangerous situation. That would be 
for the best for all citizens in Sudan and for peace in the region." 


EPS 


GENEVA TO NEW YORK: Ecumenical Press 
PASTOR IN TRANSITION Service 83.11.21 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - Returning to the US after three years as World 
Council of Churches faith and order director in Geneva, William Lazareth has 
become not only a pastor in New York but also a prominent speaker on the 
lecture circuits. 


He concluded his WCC work in August,..and took up duties as pastor of 
Holy Trinity Church (Lutheran Church in America) here at the beginning of 
September, though his formal installation came 1/7 October. 


His first weeks back in the US also included a flurry of speaking engagements 
in New York and other cities. Many of them were keyed to the 500th anniver- 
sary of Luther's birth and the recent faith and order document on baptism, 
eucharist and ministry (BEM), so the calls may or may not come as frequently 
in future months. : 


Lazareth serves on a commission that is working out a merger of his denomi- 
nation with the American Lutheran Church and a Missouri Synod offshoot, the 
Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, and some people speculate that 
he may have a leadership role in the merged church. If he has aspirations 

of that kind, he is evidently trying to achieve them not by making himself 

the voice of any existing consensus but by provocative challenges - in this 
anniversary year particularly in regard to attitudes toward Roman Catholicism. 


On 21 October, Lazareth spoke to the Inter-Lutheran Forum, an annual dinner 
gathering of Lutherans in the New York area. He called on them to forsake 
"Teutonic tribal rites", and he advocated accepting the"historic episcopate". 
--He eccused US Lutherans of moving from biblical confessionalism to "tribal 
consumerism’, and letting themselves be led by "free church fundamentalists" 
into a 1930s "Blut und Boden" (blood and soil) religion. 


Speaking at length of the 1530 Augsburg Confession, basic statement of the 
Lutheran position, he said its authors "never intended to write a Protestant 
Magna Charta, to say nothing of a Teutonic Declaration of Independence". 
Rather, he said, they were protesting "the sectarian innovations of late 
medieval Catholicism". The confession was an "evangelical tip of a catholic 
iceberg". He also made clear his distaste for a new Luther musical that had 
served as entertainment earlier in the evening and had included a burlesque 
of the monk Tetzel, prancing among the tables and singing, "Get your indul- 
gence here". 


On 27 October, Lazareth and John Hotchkin, director of ecumenical and inter- 
religious affairs for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, spoke at 

a 500th anniversary conference held by a Roman Catholic college in New York 

(Manhattan, run by the Christian Brothers). 


There, too, Lazareth emphasized a Catholic interpretation of the Augsburg 
Confession, and said that since Roman Catholicism had repudiated the perver- 
sions Luther was protesting, Lutherans now have an"identity crisis". He 
also said that the "works righteousness" attacked by Luther came today in the 
US from the "Protestant hucksters" on television. 


Lazareth's own ecumenical spirit was shown at his installation, where the 
sermon was given by Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Archbishop Iakovos, and other 
leading participants included not only Lutherans but also Anglicans, Reformed 
Armenians [Oriental Orthodox] and Roman Catholics. The service drew heavily 
on the BEM document. Holy Trinity's congregation is small. So, although 
many ecumenical visitors were present for the installation, many empty pews 


told him of the challenge facing anyone who would gather a congregation in 
this city. ope 


GDR OFFICIALS MARK Ecumenical Press 
LUTHER ANNIVERSARY Service 83.11.22 


BERLIN (EPS) - The GDR (East German) government climaxed its observance of 
the 500th anniversary of the birth of church reformer Martin Luther with a 
jubilee programme in the opera house here. 


An international church and government gathering was addressed by Gerald 
Goetting, one of seven deputies to Erich Honecker, GDR head of state. 
Goetting also chairs the GDR Christian Democratic Union, a small party 
included in the Marxist government. 


Official GDR evaluations of Luther have become much more favorable recently, 
and Goetting said Luther "has shown Germans the way through five eventful 
centuries of their history". He cited Luther in support of various GDR 
policies, noting Luther's acceptance of the right to bear arms in defence of 
the state, and remarking that Luther urged obedience to secular authorities. 


Critical of NATO plans to deploy new missiles in Europe, Goetting said the 

GDR would "defend peace by means of armaments which match the threat to 

peace". An unofficial GDR peace movement, which receives some church support, 
has as a slogan "make peace without weapons". 


The state celebration took place on the eve of the Luther anniversary, 

10 November, with church celebrations centered on the day itself in Eisleben, 
Luther's birth place. Theme of the church commemoration is "fear, love, and 
trust in God above all things" [EPS 83.11.33]. 


EPS 


POPE CALLS FOR Ecumenical Press 
STUDY OF LUTHER Service 83.11.23 


ROME (EPS) - In a letter dated 31 October, anniversary of the symbolic start 
of the 16th century reformation of the Western Church, Pope John Paul called 
for continued historical research "without presuppositions" to provide a 
"true picture” of reformer Martin Luther. "Guilt, wherever it exists, must 
be recognised, on whatever side it is found", the pope observed. 


Ten November was the 500th anniversary of the birth of Luther, who was ex- 
communicated by Pope Leo X. John Paul described him as a theologian who 
"contributed in a substantial way to the radical change in the ecclesial and 
social reality of the West". 


Also in connection with the anniversary, the pope is to preach at a Lutheran 
congregation in Rome next month [11 December], the first time such a thing 


has happened. EPS 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNION Ecumenical Press 
REPRESENTATIVES MEET Service 83.11.24 


SOFIA (EPS) - Executive officers of global agencies representing more than 
a dozen Christian traditions held their annual meeting here [24-27 October]. 
The group heard presentations on church statements and actions on peace, 
reports on activities of their agencies in the past year, an outline of the 
life and work of the host Bulgarian Orthodox Church, and reactions to the 
Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches [24 July - 10 August, 
Vancouver ]. 


The group called for careful consideration of proposals to call a world 
meeting of church representatives to consider peace questions. It set next 
year's meeting for 23-25 October in Geneva. 


EPS 


ENGLISH ANGLICAN SYNOD ACTS Ecumenical Press 
ON DIVORCE, FEMALE PRIESTS Service 83.11.25 


LONDON (EPS/Robert Nowell) - The [Anglican] Church of England general synod 
approved [8-10 November] regulations to allow the marriage in church of 
divorced persons during the lifetime of a former partner; approved a measure 
to allow Anglican female priests ordained abroad to officiate as priests on 
temporary visits to England (but by majorities which will prove insufficient 
when the measure returns for final approval); rejected by 183 votes to 161 

a move to enable it to hold an emergency debate on the deployment of cruise 
missiles in Britain; reaffirmed its 1976 plea for the introduction of 
proportional representation into the British electoral system; and heard 

the Archbishop of Canterbury, Robert Runcie, commend a report on Anglican- 
Lutheran relations in Europe calling for occasional intercommunion [EPS 83.11.29]. 


The new regulations for the marriage in church of divorced persons now go to 
the bishops before coming back to the synod for final approval in February, and 
it is hoped that they will come into operation next Easter. Under them a 
couple applies to their parish priest, who investigates their case and sends 

an application to the bishop. The bishop refers each case to an inter- 
diocesan panel of advisers before deciding whether or not to grant a dispen- 
sation to allow the marriage to take place in church. Because this is seen 

as a pastoral and not a judicial procedure there is no appeal against the 
bishop's decision. 


Currently, the Church of England does not allow the marriage in church of 
divorced persons during the lifetime of a former partner. But divorced 
people who remarry in a civil wedding or in a Free Church ceremony can be 

(and usually are) admitted to communion at the discretion of the parish priest, 
while many priests are willing to provide a service of blessing after a civil 
wedding. In addition, every Church of England incumbent has the legal right 
under English law to conduct a church wedding for divorced people. 


On women priests ordained abroad, the synod passed the first stage of the 
measure to allow them to officiate while visiting England by majorities of 24 
to 9 among the bishops, 122 to 73 among the clergy, and 130 to 71 among the 
laity. But for final approval it would. need two-thirds majorities in all 
three houses. Before that it would have to obtain the approval of a majority 
of the Church of England's 44 dioceses. 


The reason why two-thirds majorities and the approval of the dioceses are 
needed is because the Church's Catholic wing, which is vigorously opposed to 
the ordination of women and sees this measure as the thin end of the wedge, 
successfully persuaded the archbishops of Canterbury and York and the synod's 
other business managers to classify the measure as one proposing a permanent 
change in the service of holy communion. This decision brought some outspoken 
criticism, but the synod was not given any explanation why the measure had at 
the last moment been classified in this way. 


In rejecting the plea for an emergency debate on cruise missiles the synod 
accepted the argument that it had said all that need be said when it debated 
the whole question of nuclear weapons and deterrence last February. Then it 
resolved that "it is not the task of the Church to determine defence strategy". 


In his presidential address Runcie called the new report of Anglican-Lutheran 
dialogue in Europe "excellent" and said he hoped very much that it would receive 
close attention. He noted that the Roman Catholic Church is also engaged in 
dialogue with the Lutherans and added: "We are taking some care to ensure that 


these dialogues d di Fil 
gu o not diverge Te 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.11.26-29 


83.11.26 SWEDES AND RELIGION: Though recent polls show fewer than half 
the Swedish population affirming belief in God, other polls find that 60 per 
cent of them say they pray regularly. Seventy per cent of respondents 
say they watch religious television. 


BS cee FRENCH BISHOPS ON PEACE: The annual assembly of France's Roman 
Catholic bishops issued [9 November] a text on "gaining peace", which des- 
cribes a nuclear deterrent as "still legitimate", although a "provisional, 
last resort” arrangement. The bishops oppose "unilateral disarmament". 


83.11.28 YWCA WORLD COUNCIL UNDERWAY: The two-week council of the World 

YWCA [1-14 November, EPS 83.10.92] got underway with a call by its president, 
Nita Barrow, for YW members to be “not only peace thinkers and peace speakers, 
but...peace actors as well". World YWCA General Secretary Ruth Sovik spoke 
of an "international women's movement without equal". The council's 350 
delegates came from 69 of the 82 national member YWCAs. Recommendations from 
a four-day pre-council meeting on peace and development attended by 40 youth 
included calls for greater youth participation in the YW and more YW political 
involvement. 


83.11.29 | ANGLICAN-LUTHERAN: The newly-published report of the official 
European theological dialogue between Anglicans and Lutherans concludes that 
"there are no longer any serious obstacles on the way towards the establish- 
ment of full communion between our two churches". US Anglicans and Lutherans 
established a relationship of "interim sharing of the eucharist" a year ago. 


EPS 
ECUTEXT: "Message from the National Council of Churches in India" EPS 83.11.30 


The following ts excerpted from the message of the 20th assembly of the 
National Counetl of Churches in Indta. It met tn Lucknow, 6-10 October. 


Le The task of Christians and of the churches is the sharing of the good 
news of Jesus as Lord and Saviour. 


2% In this pursuit of life we call upon all churches, Christian organi- 
zations and groups who are engaged in development and social action to work 
together and learn from each other in partnership, so as to bring about 
radical change of oppressive structures in society. 


Se The assembly is conscious of the many divisions within the Christian 
Church. We call upon the constituent churches to work towards greater 
ecumenical effort in the local church through common worship, study and 
action. The assembly was happy to have three observers from the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of India. It also rejoices in the addition to its 
membership of the Orthodox Syrian Church. These are indications of our 
growing ecumenical fellowship. 


4. The assembly observes that the majority of our people live in the rural 
areas and calls upon the churches to concentrate on the transformation of 
the oppressive conditions of life in order to enable them to have abundant 
Tite. The churches must constantly make provisions for the participation 
of people from the rural churches in all decision-making processes and 
programmes of the church. Language, education and social status should not 
be a barrier to their participation in this context. We call upon the 
churches to be sensitive to the participation of other marginalized groups 


such as the aged, handicapped, etc. 
EPS 


ECUTEXT: Timetable for new WCC general secretary" EPS. 83511231 


In a letter (1 November) sent to WCC member churches, nattonal and regional 
counetls of churches, and members of the WCC central committee, tts moderator, 
Hetnz Joachim Held, outlined a proposed schedule for the selectton of a person 
to sueceed Philtp Potter as WCC general secretary. Coptes of Held's full 
text are available to journaltsts on request. 


1347 January: Meeting of the Preparatory Group in Geneva to finalize the 
proposals to be submitted to the Executive Committee. (Prior to this the 
Preparatory Group will conduct its business by correspondence. ) 


20-29 February: Meeting of the Executive Committee in Geneva to discuss and 
decide on procedures, criteria and timetable for the election and appoint the 
Nominating Committee. 


Early March: Letters from the Moderator to the Central Committee and the 
member churches informing them of the decisions adopted by the Executive 
Committee and requesting them to communicate the names of possible candidates 
to the Moderator of the Nominating Committee. 


1 May 1984: Closing date for proposals of candidates. 


13-15 May: First meeting of the Nominating Committee to consider the names 
received and select three or four names for a short list. 


June; Consultation between the Moderator of the Nominating Committee and WCC 
Geneva staff about the short-listed candidates. 


1-4 July: Second meeting of the Nominating Committee for interviews with the 
selected candidates and preparation of a definite proposal for submission to 
the Executive Committee. 


5-7 July: Meeting of the Executive Committee to consider the proposal of the 
Nominating Committee and adopt the recommendation to be brought to the Central 
Committee. 


9-18 July: Meeting of the Central Committee to elect the new General Secretary. 
Held also recalled the etght-point descriptton of the "tdeal general secretary" 


offered by W. A. Visser 't Hooft, who held the post for two decades from the 
WCC's foundtng tn 1948: 


- spiritual judgement in regard to persons and ideas; 
- the gift of policy-making; 
- aptitude in counselling the churches and church leaders; 


- the power to interpret the World Council, with reasonable 
gifts both as speaker and writer; 


- ability to head a team of colleagues and maintain a 
pastoral relationship with the staff; 


- administrative abilities; 
- some understanding of finance; 


- some command of at least one other language besides his/her 
own is highly desirable. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Communicating Credibly" EPS 83.11.32 


The following ts excerpted from one of the etght issue reports from the Stxth 
Assembly of the World Counetl of Churches [24 July - 10 August, Vancouver]. 
It was "approved in substance and commended to the churches for study and 
approprtate actton". Excerpts from other reports appeared as EPS 83.10.49, 
OT eae ot Wa ne Oo an te Te 


The technologies of mass media are here to stay and their use is bound to 
increase in all parts of the world. When we met in regional groups we were 
deeply conscious of the uneven distribution of media growth and the control 
of those media by a few powerful countries and transnational corporations. 


We find ourselves in a situation where some few attempt to speak in the name 
of all, and to all, at both the national and the international level. Too 
often, the mass media serve only to confirm that injustice. Most ordinary 
men and women are excluded, except as objects of the media; they have 
accepted the fact that only those with political and economic power, or those 
who possess professional skills, have the right to disseminate information, 
ideas, images and experiences. 


The mass media in many affluent countries distort and diminish the life of 
the world, by packaging it as entertainment, or simply as propaganda. This 
is partly due to the limits inherent in the media themselves, partly because 
a communication industry or a government or a powerful group want us to 
perceive life and the world in their own image, for commercial or political 
reasons. 


There is also much that is positive about public media. For example, the 
attempt to be popular enough (in terms of language, imagery and format) to be 
accessible to all, the need to be open and accountable to the whole community, 
the redemptive glimpses present in secular programmes, the fact that mass 
media take our human needs for recreation and celebration more seriously than 
many churches - such features are easily forgotten. 


So the mass media commentators who refuse easy answers, the producers of song, 
dance and drama that celebrate the human spirit, the satirists who prevent a 
community from taking itself too seriously, the reporters who expose corrup- 
tion in high places, or find the images and stories that open up new space 
and possibility in a society - in all such instances the goodness of God's 
creation and the value of God's people are being recognized and served. 


In many parts of Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean and the Pacific, 
the new media scarcely exist and are not likely to reach the people in the 
near future. Where they are in place they have often further entrenched 
economic and political interests. Such dangers are no less prevalent in the 
North, whether in existing mass media or the new electronic information 
systems being developed. 


There is urgent need to create decentralized, community-based, local media 
outlets to counter this possibility. In regions where new media systems are 
not established, there is an active search for those media which are indi- 
genous and which the people can own and manage (e.g. drama, oral literature, 
music, cassettes, film, etc.). And where participation by the people in the 
media is denied by oppressive political forces, the Church fulfils its 
vocation by affirming the basic human right of the people to communicate as 

a foundation on which other human rights can be built. 


(over) 


ECUTEXT: Communicating/2 


The media assume special importance in countries under oppressive rule. In 
these places, the Church has sometimes become the only source of credible 
information on human rights violations and injustice of every kind. By using 
its international network in a creative way, the Church can become a strong 
advocate for justice and peace. Credible communication serves the cause of 
justice and peace by setting standards that resist national, cultural, racial 
stereotypes and the building of enemy images, and provide space and time for 
the views of minority and marginalized groups. 


The dilemmas we have tried to summarize in this short section on the context 
of communication have led many countries, especially in the South, to call 
for a new world information and communication order, so that they can assert 
their own values, affirm their own culture and determine their own priorities. 
Their demands for a new order have been largely ignored. 


The new electronic media will enlarge and confirm the global domination of a 
few countries and make it almost irreversible. It will widen the gap between 
the information-poor and information-rich, both within and between individual 
nations. 


In some countries children already spend most of their time immersed in 
electronic media. In others, it is hard to obtain the simplest materials, 
such as newsprint for a literacy campaign, a radio receiver or textbooks for 
schools. 


It is an issue of decision-making and power-sharing. As some communication 
technologies become cheaper and more widely used they have the potential to 
enrich the quality of life everywhere. They allow expression of great 
diversity and choice. They give new possibilities for individual feedback 
and group participation, for education and community building, which have 
hardly been tried.... 


Many of us have become cynical about sources of information, and there is a 
special urgency in our search for credibility. Credibility involves more 
than simply telling the truth. It must take the following into account: 


(a) Intention: What is the motivation of the communication? 
Does it affirm or exploit the people? Are cultural differences 
being respected? 


(b) Content: Does the communication make peace, build justice 
and promote wholeness? Does it present a complete picture, or 
is it based on national or sectarian prejudice? 


(c) Style: Does the communication have clarity, economy, 
precision, variety and a sense of humour? 


(d) Dialogue: Does the receiver have the opportunity to respond 
or is the communication totally one-way? Does communication 
listen, as well as speak? Does it call for informed choice and 
active response to the issues presented? Does it respect the 
reality of pluralism and provide for the voicing of diverse views? 


(e) Appropriateness: Is the form of the communication appropriate 
and does the choice of media suit the task?... 


(f) Mystery: Does the communication respect the "otherness" of the 
Gospel by refusing to explain everything and by avoiding quick 
judgements? EPS 


ECUVIEW/Philip Potter: "Luther on Fear, Love, and Trust in God" EPS 83.11.33 


The following ts excerpted from an address gtven 10 November, the 500th 
anntversary of the btrth of church reformer Martin Luther,in Etsleben the 

etty of his birth, now part of the GDR. The theme ts a reference to Luther's 
explanatton of the meantng of the First Commandment. To have no other gods 
than God, Luther satd, means to "fear, love, and trust in God above all things". 


Dear sisters and brothers, we do not meet here today only to celebrate the 
500th anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther. We meet, as Luther loved 
to write, "in the year of our salvation", 1983. It is a year when there is 
little fear or respect, love and trust in our world. 


We are busy preparing to destroy ourselves. Daily thousands of people are 
dying from war with arms and without arms. Hundreds of millions are on the 
edge of starvation. Even where there is plenty, millions are without work. 


Our world is bedevilled with the billions who seek other gods - whether it is 
their own welfare at the expense of others; or whether it is their will to 
impose their own conception of welfare on others; or whether it is their 
determination to avoid being involved with others because they want to 
preserve their own troubled selves. 


This is what Luther is speaking about nearly 500 years after his time. He 
spoke to his time, and we can now see how he was conditioned by his time, 
especially when he tried to apply his teaching of the Word of God to public 
realities. But the central things he had to say are valid for today. 


To fear God, to respect and reverence him, to be humble before him, means 
that we are called to have respect for one another, all who are made in God's 
image. For Luther, God and human beings cannot be separated....Our world 
desperately needs this mutual respect of persons and peoples in all their 
diversities. Just as we must let God be God, we must let human beings be 
and become as God made them to be and to become. 


To love God means to have the grace to love one another. God's love, says 
Luther, is “eine quellende Liebe" [an ever-flowing fountain of love]. So 
must ours be, springing from its source in our fellowship with God and over- 
flowing to others. God's love is also, says Luther, "eine verlorene Liebe" 
[an unconstrained love]. Its character is shown in the cross which Christ 
bore for all without distinction and with no desire for reward. So must 

our love be. Luther says that such a love does not go where it finds a good 
to enjoy, but where it may confer good upon the poor and needy. To love God 
is to have the freedom to give oneself in the cause of justice and peace in 
the world. 


To trust God means that we do not put our trust in ourselves or in any system. 
Luther had no use for our modern cult of security, in its varied forms of 
national, economic, social or military security. He described security as 

the greatest vice of his age. For him it was more terrible than all adversity. 
Rather to trust God and to have our security in him means that we must be 
ceaselessly at work for promoting trust among people and the security of all 

in mutual respect and love. 


In our time when the false gods of money, ideology, power and the pursuit of 
personal and national security prevail, Luther calls us to let God be God by 
fearing, loving and trusting him. In so doing we learn day by day to respect, 
love and trust one another. Only thus do we promote God's justice and peace 
in the world and give him the glory. 

EPS 


ECUVLIEW/Victor Hsu: "Ecumenical Solidarity and the Philippines" EPS, 83.11.38 


The following ts excerpted from a presentation to an "tnternattonal 
ecumentcal conference on the Philtppines" held at Stony Potnt (New York), 
USA, 27 September-2 October. 


As the struggle intensifies in the Philippines it is incumbent upon us to 
address the relationship between justice and security. It can be expected 
that increasing concern for state security in the Philippines will lead to 
a decreasing commitment to justice.... 


Another major task of the churches is the need to build broader coalitions. 
Philippines struggle has natural partners in most continents. There is the 
Nuclear Free Independent Pacific Movement whose experience and struggle have 
major similarities with the Philippines which is in the frontline of the 
defence perimeter of the "America Lake" and which strives for freedom and 
self-determination. As for Asia, Philippines is a classic case study in 
patterns of domination which manifests in many Asian countries: national 
security doctrine, militarization of the society, foreign economic 
domination. Indeed, given the extensive socio-political analysis and the 
experience of the struggle of its people, the Philippines has much to share 
with its Asian neighbours. 


With regard to the peace and disarmament groups in North America and Europe, 
the recent report of the Brookings Institute indicating that Soviet nuclear 
missiles are targeted on the Philippines, highlights the fact that US bases 
in the Philippines can and should become a concern of those movements. 

The negotiations on intermediate-range nuclear forces in the Geneva talks 
have major implications for the Philippines and the Pacific in terms of the 
number of nuclear weapons that the Soviet Union may remove to Soviet Asia to 
pinpoint the US military installations in the Pacific. The struggle of the 
Filipino people against imperialism and neocolonialism can also be helped by 
the experience of the people in other developing countries in Latin America 
and Africa. 


A third major task involves education of the media, especially the journalists. 
The acute need for it can be illustrated by the fact that [the assassinated 
opposition figure] Ninoy Aquino was seen by the media as THE alternative to 
[President Ferdinand] Marcos. But, was he? Similarly, the people's 

struggle in Midana is called "secessionist" but not interpreted as a struggle 
against. internal colonization. Similarly, the people engaged in armed 
struggle (e.g. The New People's Army) are {portrayed as] subversive and 
guerillas but not nationalists. 


Finally, the churches must begin to address their understanding of ecclesiology. 
D. T. Niles, that great ecumenical pioneer from Asia, used to insist that the 
ecumenical movement train "frontier men", and give to them "a sense of 
solidarity, encouragement and sharpened insight" and "to inject into 
Situations ideas which we felt were right at this time, to get key individuals 
in every country committed to these ideas, and then to put pressure behind 
these ideas so as to make costly any attempt to disregard them". I believe 
that the ecumenical movement, confronted by new situations in the life and 
witness of the church, has been challenged to move beyond the building of 
frontier people behind ideas. The churches in the Philippines have provided, 
with the support of the ecumenical community, financial resources to 

Filipinos to engage in projects for social justice and have served as a 

forum of national conscience speaking out against injustice. However, 

there is increasing expectation of the churches to become the rallying point 


of the struggle.... EPS 


ECUVIEW/Uffe Gjerding: "Diakonia and Ecumenism in the GDR" Ag) io Shae 


The followtng ts excerpted from a longer report based on a vtstt to the GDR 
(East Germany) 13-26 September. 


Diaconal activities are an important church activity in the GDR. With 48 
hospitals (6,600 beds), 273 old people's homes (11,000 persons), 105 homes 
for the disabled (5,400 persons), 19 children's homes (670 children) and 

279 day-care centres and nurseries (11,800 children) the churches still play 
an important role in the social welfare system of the GDR. This also 
accounts for a good deal of goodwill for the church from the side of the © 
State. Most important are probably the institutions for the physically and 
mentally disabled, through which the church cares for about 50% of all cases 
in the GDR, and that with an impressive life-long educational programme. 


Many institutions used to be independent charities, but have gradually 
grouped themselves under the 'Diakonisches Werk' of the different regions or 
under independent foundations. Das Diakonische Werk der DDR acts as an 
umbrella organization for them all. The state reimburses costs for food, 
lodging, staff salaries of the institutions; this is thus the only activity 
of the church which receives state subsidies. However, the pastors employed 
by the institutions have to be paid by the institutions themselves; they 
play an important role in leading the institutions and in emphasizing that 
this diaconal work is also a work of proclamation of the Gospel. What the 
state does not pay is the upkeep of buildings and the construction of new 
buildings and facilities. A lot of money for this is raised locally in the 
GDR, but contributions from abroad are still vital.... 


At the official level relationships between Protestants and Catholics are 
good but formal - also in the GDR the 'confessionalism' of John Paul II is 
felt. But often the more interesting things happen at the local level. 
Here there are numerous common activities in the field of worship, diakonia, 
etc. In parishes and amongst theological students the same question came 
back again and again: what are the relationships between the WCC and the 
Catholic Church; how far have we come in the issue of common eucharist? 


But in the GDR ecumenism also means contacts with the outside world: 

be they bilateral or through the WCC. The general openness towards ecumen- 
ism is deeply linked to the possibility of having encounters with Christians, 
parishes and churches from abroad. While only a limited number of GDR 
church people can as yet travel abroad (though the number has been steadily 
increasing during the last years), and as yet no youth under 26 years of age, 
the GDR is very hospitable to foreign guests.... 


The Ecumenical-Missionary Centre (0MZ) plays an important role in promoting 
visits and contacts and disseminating information about countries and church 
life especially in the Third World. This is the important remnant of the 
activity of the Berlin Mission - that which is still possible under the new 
circumstances. The OMZ collects about M 100,000-200,000 annually, some of 
which is exchanged for hard currency which should have arrived from the West, 
thus giving them still a small chance of transferring financial means to 
situations of need. The OMZ arranges ecumenical recreation holidays during 
the summer where pastors’ families, etc. mainly fnom other Eastern European 
but also Southern European churches come together 'a la Casa Locarno’. They 
also invite some students from time to time for theological training from 
abroad - mainly Third World and Eastern Europe.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Haiti: Exiles in Bitterness and Hope" EPS) S3s4 936 


The following was prepared in French tn longer form. It appeared in full tn 
SOEPI, the French-language counterpart of EPS. It was translated by the 
WCC language service. 


.-.- The Haitian government has supposedly tried to cut down the numbers 
leaving the country, but its efforts have been half-hearted because a good 
proportion of the country's foreign currency resources comes from the money 
sent home by Haitians living in exile to pay their debts or help their 
families. So this never-ending stream of migrants is going to continue - 
from the land which can no longer support the people towards the cities, and 
from the cities where there is no work to other countries. 


The church is trying to persuade people that emigration is not the answer, and 
that the outlook for those who go into exile is grim and getting grimmer. It 
is trying to stop the draining away of the country's most active and enter- 
prising elements and keep them at home, but apparently without much success. 


How can one blame people for dreaming of another, better place when this year 
in the south the drought has reduced them to watching where the goats graze 
so they know which grasses are safe to eat. And surely, exile is a more 
realistic path to take than the 'deserts' organizéd by certain sects - a mix- 
ture of pilgrimage and black magic which take advantage of the despair and 
credulity of people who are destitute. 


Former political detainees have described in detail their arrest and the 
treatment to which they were subjected. At no point were their civil and 
political rights respected: they were arrested without warrant, interrogated 
in secret without contact with thei family or a lawyer, subjected to brutality 
of the grossest kind, put through a mockery of a trial in which the verdict 
given by an illiterate judge was published in the morning paper even before it 
had been pronounced in court. Clearly they have no safeguards. 


But the whole code of civil rights is simply ignored and flouted. These rights 
are in fact embodied in the constitution but they are deliberately set aside: 
there is no freedom of association, even for trade unions, no freedom of 
information and expression. When Gerard Duclerville, a Catholic layman who 
was arrested and tortured this summer, reminded his interrogators of the con- 
stitution the only answer he got was a hail of blows in the face. 


Against this background... the church plans to set up a body which will be 
responsible for information, education and defence in the field of human rights. 


On the face of it, the idea of long-term action may seem slightly shocking when 
we are talking about poverty and destitution on such a scale in a society of 
such flagrant injustice and callous indifference. How long must the people 
wait? But on second thought, the realism of the approach supported by churches 
of various denominations at present soon becomes apparent... 


This is a vast undertaking and it will be a long time before it reaches matur- 
ity; it will require a long process of education and change in attitudes and 
mentality. It would not be unkind to say that the Haitian people are not yet 
ready for the complete removal of the present dictatorship, but have to be 
prepared step by step to assume all the responsibilities involved in running 
the country in a truly democratic way. 


EPS 
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SHOPTALK 


Contributors to this issue include: 
Ellen Clark [.37,38], communication director, World YWCA 
Tracy Early [.39,40], EPS New York correspondent 


Olle Dahlén [.75], former moderator, WCC international affairs commission 


+++ 


As usual, the semi-annual EPS index will appear in the final issues of 1983. 
From 1984, the index will appear annually and will be sent only to those 
subscribers who request it. 


+++ 


We are considering changes in the format and frequency of photos in EPS. 
One proposal is to send the Photo Oikoumene sheets only to those who ask 
to receive them. As available, news photos would appear in EPS.. SuB- 
scriber reaction to this proposal, or alternative suggestions, would be 
welcome. 


A reminder that subscribers who so request can receive EPS headlines 
by telex. They can then request that the full text of items which 
interest them be sent by telex at their expense. 


WORLD YWCA COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
VOTES RESOLUTIONS Service 83.11.37 


SINGAPORE (EPS/Ellen Clark) - The World YWCA (WY) has adopted a comprehensive 
statement on the Middle East, criticized the new constitution of South Africa, 
and called on its 78 member national associations to work actively for peace 
and human rights. 


In a two-week-long council meeting [1-14 November], the 318 delegates also 
recommended a series of measures to reinforce YWCA primary health care pro- 
grammes and refugee and migrant work, and promote conservation and research 
into renewable energy sources. 


After thorough discussion, the council reaffirmed WY identity as a women's 
movement, proposed strengthening youth involvement, and endorsed study of 
the implications for a Christian movement of membership and leadership open 
to all women, regardless of faith. 


The Middle East statement calls the situation in the region "critical", says 
"no solution can be found for one people at the expense of another" and 
urges a series of "steps to a just peace" for the Lebanese, Palestinian and 
Israeli peoples. 


The resolution on South Africa calls on associations to bring pressure, through 
their governments, on South Africa for the repeal of a new constitution giving 
limited representation to Asians and Coloureds but none to the black majority. 
It urges YWCA attention to the "oppressive implications" of forced removal of 
black South Africans to "bantustans". 


Peace, justice and development were major themes of the council and they were 
reflected in a peace resolution. It calls for attention to "the root causes 
of war" such as oppression, support for a new international economic order, and 
promotion of nuclear-free zones as a first step towards a nuclear-free world. 


The resolution on human rights urges each national association to work on at 
least one of four major areas of rights violations, namely racism, political 
oppression, sexism and economic injustice. It calls for an international 
information and action network on human rights violations and issues. 


A long debate centered around a proposal to amend the World YWCA constitution 
to give parity in council voting to YWCA movements which have merged with 
YMCAs. An amendment to that effect was withdrawn after a majority of speakers 
on the issue voiced support for remaining a strong women's movement, "for 
women and led by women". 


There was discussion of the direction of the YWCA movement in Bible. 

studies, council plenaries and evening "Pasar Ria" sessions. Echoing the 
views of participants in a pre-council workshop on social change, many delegates 
called for the YWCA to move from social services to action for social justice. 


"It is not enough to care for the wounded, like the Good Samaritan", said a 
Japanese delegate. "We have to go after the thief." 


The new 20-member WY executive committee was elected. It carries out WY 
policies between council meetings,which are every four years. Delegates 
elected L. Ann Northcote, Canada, WY president. The five vice-presidents are 
Agnes Dhlula of Zimbabwe, Anamah Tan of Singapore, Benita Johanson of Finland, 
Jean Zaru of Jordan and Taufa Vakatale of Fiji. 


EPS 


WORLD YWCA URGED: Ecumenical Press 
RECLAIM HERITAGE Service 83.11.38 


SINGAPORE (EPS/Ellen Clark) - Speaker after speaker challenged the World YWCA 
(WY) world council meeting here [1-14 November] to reclaim its heritage of 
social action and work for peace and justice, tapping the resources of an 
international, Christian women's movement. 


WY General Secretary Ruth Sovik in her report to the 318 delegates from 69 
national associations, characterized the movement as one bound together by 
more informal relationships, "capable of working on today's urgent world 
problems as they manifest themselves locally, nationally and internationally", 
a Christian movement "on the side of every child who is hungry, every woman 
or man who is poor, every family who lives WeChook hope, without the possi- 
bility of leading fully human lives" 


Outgoing WY President Nita Barrow urged delegates to "go forward on an 
uncharted way". The future of the world "can depend a great deal on a move- 
ment of women dedicated to action", she said. 


Ivy Khan, general secretary of the YWCA of India, sketched an array of world 
problems facing the YWCA, including narrow nationalistic approaches to freedom 
and security, rampant injustice, reliance on violence to settle conflicts, 
foreign aid that "benefits the donor, not the recipient", and oppressive 
regimes which hold back social progress. 


What is needed in the YWCA, she said, is renewal through the fresh experience 
of the power of God, a "rekindling of the passion for caring in us", and a 
SplrLt,cfsdyring: She urged the YWCA to return to four ideas which she said 
the movement had always stood for: radicalism ''to attack the social roots of 
the sickness of our time", indigenousness, willingness to experiment and 
freedom. 


Gwendoline Konie, permanent secretary to the Zambian parliament, posed the 
challenge to the YWCA of the struggle for peace and justice. She warned 
delegates not to separate the two issues. "If we do so", she said, "we 
stand the danger of making peace primarily a Northern Hemisphere concern and 


justice a concern of the so-called Third World countries". 


She called on the YWCA to prepare young women for "mainstream politics where 


they can influence policy". This, she said, would "call for legitimising 
the political dimension of the activities of the World YWCA", a direction she 
recognized as controversial. 


Kathleen Hurty, an American educator, argued that women already have power, 
although they think of themselves as being powerless and as ''victims of the 
powerful". She said it is women's "special calling" to redefine power from 
narrow patriarchal views of power as status and control to a new vision of 
power as "coactive empowerment". 


In remarks at the closing of the council, newly-elected WY President L. Ann 


Northcote said: "We are growing in our understanding of the power that we 
have. We are learning not to accept what has been before as the way that 
life must be.... We must have courage to risk, to dare and to be instruments 


of change, not the innocent bystanders of history." 


EPS 


US CHURCHES COUNCIL VOTES 


Ecumenical Press 
INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTIONS 


Service 83.11.39 


HARTFORD (Connecticut, US) (EPS/Tracy Early) - The [US] National Council of 
Churches has called for a UN force to replace the "multinational forces", 
including US marines, now in Lebanon. 


Meeting here [9-11 November], the NCC governing board said the role of the 
multinational forces "has become increasingly perceived as partisan and 
supportive of one part of the Lebanese population against others and has 
further induced great power rivalries into the conflict”. 


The NCC also said the strife in Lebanon is "not essentially a religious 
conflict between Christians and Muslims but rather the result of conflicting 
political, economic and sectarian interests - both domestic and foreign - 
which may only be resolved through compromises in power-sharing and the 
strengthening of democratic institutions". 


Supporting Lebanon's "continued independence, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity", the NCC called for "withdrawal of all foreign military forces 
from Lebanon, except those sanctioned by the Lebanese government". 


Reacting to the Grenada situation, the board sent a "message" to churches of 
the Caribbean and the US implying disapproval of the military intervention 
but voicing no explicit condemnation or call for withdrawal of outside forces. 


Eugene Stockwell, executive head of the NCC overseas ministries division, 
which proposed the statement, said this approach was taken out of consideration 


for the Caribbean Conference of Churches and divisions among its member churches 
over the issue. 


The NCC board also adopted a "message of concern" to its 3l-member denominations 


in regard to the US role in international affairs generally. Among the points 
of concern: 


- "the tendency of the United States to militarize inter- 
national problems regardless of their social or political 
origin"; 

- the confrontational pesture between the United States 


and the Soviet Union which fuels an arms race that threatens 
to engulf the whole world". 


Military dimensions of US foreign relations were also deplored in a policy 
statement adopted by the board on Latin America and the Caribbean keyed to 
the theme of "peace with justice". The statement endorses principles of 
partnership and non-intervention, and advocates support for human rights. 

It has separate sections on aboriginal peoples and on refugees and displaced 
persons. 


A resolution on Namibia, alluding to debate over Cuban troops in Angola, 
calls for "renunciation of the concept of linkage" by which the US and 
South Africa connect Angolan affairs to a settlement in Namibia. 


EPS 


GAY CHURCH APPLICATION Ecumenical Press 
POSTPONED INDEFINITELY Service 83.11.40 


HARTFORD (Connecticut, US) (EPS/Tracy Early) - The issue of whether a denomi- 
nation formed to serve homosexuals is eligible for membership in the [US] 
National Council of Churches was left unresolved at the semi-annual NCC board 
meeting, here [9-11 November]. 


By voting 116-94 to “postpone indefinitely" a decision on the membership 
application of the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches 
(MCC), the board avoided a threatened withdrawal of its Orthodox members 
without recording a negative decision on the basis question. 


A determination that the MCC is eligible would have enabled it to participate 
in NCC units. Actual membership would have required another vote at a later 
meeting. The MCC, formed in 1968, reports 30,000 members in 180 congregations. 


United Methodist Bishop Leroy Hadapp offered a compromise resolution to take 

no vote in view of differences within the NCC and to continue conversations 
with the MCC. Though in floor debate "take no vote" was changed to "postpone 
indefinitely", Orthodox board members and others still pushed for an explicit 
vote against the MCC application. But after the compromise was approved, 
Greek Orthodox Archbishop Iakovos, who had said the Orthodox churches could not 
accept a decision for the MCC, sent the board a message calling its action a 
"victory for prudence". 


Adam Debaugh, one of some 200 MCC members present for the meeting, said they 
Saw a gain in the total process because church leaders had entered into dialogue 
with open homosexuals for the first time, and this would continue. 


In another action spotlighting differences between Orthodox and many other NCC 
members, Greek Orthodox priest Gregory Wingenbach read a statement on behalf of 
all Orthodox board members attacking the inclusive language lectionary recently 
produced by the NCC education and ministry division. He said the Orthodox 
caucus "absolutely disavows" the lectionary, and asked that the lack of consensus 
be made clear by the board and in all future NCC publicity about the lectionary. 
The board declined to say anything suggesting disavowal, but approved a state- 
ment outlining the authority by which NCC units produce materials without needing 
or seeking board endorsement. 


Though the Orthodox were prominent in speaking against positions of more liberal 
members, they are not totally isolated in the council. Many Protestants joined 
their fight for an explicit rejection of the MCC application, and the Lutheran 
Church in America has advised its congregations against use of the lectionary in 
worship [EPS 83.11.16]. 


A notable development here was the emergence into a more active role of the 
National Baptist Convention, Inc., the largest US black denomination. It sent 

a stronger than usual delegation who joined the Orthodox on the MCC issue and 
indicated a more conservative view on some other issues than has been usual among 
blacks representing predominantly white denominations. 


EPS 


FOUR DENOMINATIONS Ecumenical Press 
MOVE TOWARDS UNION Service 83.11.41 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) - Two pairs of southern African Reformed denominations 
took steps towards union at their recent national meetings. 


The assemblies of the Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa and the United 
Congregational Church of Southern Africa voted 130-1 and 145-6 respectively 
to ask their regional units to approve a union of the two. Target date for 
a final decision is 30 June. If the two are to unite, the proposal needs 
support from at least eight of the 12 PCSA presbyteries and all of the UCCSA 
regional councils. 


About 75 percent of the 80,000 PCSA members are white. About 95 percent of 
the 120,000 UCCSA members are black. Three PCSA congregations have already 
resigned because of the prospect of union, and five more say they will do so 
if union goes ahead. 


Ecunews, news service of the South African Council of Churches, reports 
the overwhelming yes votes "came as a surprise both inside and to outside 
observers". As the assembly began, many PCSA delegates were said to be 
opposed, citing concerns about excessive political involvements which they 
attributed to the UCCSA. Some urged delay until 1986. 


However, Ecunews reports, two meetings between assembly delegates - a joint 
service and a lunch - “had a dramatic impact" which helped produce the strong 
majorities. 


Meanwhile, the synods of two black denominations - Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church in South Africa and Reformed Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa - 
approved the beginning of union negotiations. 


The 400,000-member RPCSA is a result of Scottish missionary work, the 
45,000-member EPCSA (known until a year ago as Tsonga Presbyterian Church) 
of Swiss efforts. 


In other actions by the national meetings, the UCCSA assembly concurred in 
the judgement of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches that the South 
African system of racial separation and white supremacy (apartheid) is 
"heretical". The PCSA assembly declined a similar proposal. The PCSA 
assembly also expressed "deep regret" that the white Dutch Reformed Church 
(NGK), suspended by the alliance over the apartheid issue, has called off 
talks with the PCSA on the subject. The NGK said its document on its 
apartheid position, "human relations and the South African scene in the 
light of Scripture", needs revision by the NGK general synod in 1986. The 
PCSA is the only South African multi-racial denomination which has expressed 
willingness to continue to dialogue with the NGK on the issue. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.11.42-48 © 


83.11.42 | NICARAGUA MEETING: Representatives of the Roman Catholic church 
and the Nicaraguan government met [10 November] in Managua to discuss church- 
state tensions. They reportedly agreed that the country must maintain an 
independent political course and that discussions about disagreements must 
continue. 


83.11.43 GDR CRITICISM: Berlin [United] Evangelical Bishop Gottfried Forck 
has criticized some actions of the GDR government concerning independent 

peace activists in the country. In a sermon [6 November] in Berlin he said 

the government seems to have a double standard, approving actions by officially- 
sanctioned organizations but making life difficult for others. 


83.11.44 KENT CONTROVERSY: Roman Catholic priest Bruce Kent, general 
secretary of the British Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, has been criticized 
for telling the annual congress of the country's small Communist Party that 
"we are partners in the cause of peace in this world". Conservative 
politician John Biggs-Davidson, a Roman Catholic, said he would press for a 
review of Kent's role. Westminster Archbishop Basil Cardinal Hume recently 
continued permission for Kent to serve in his post [EPS 83.05.54]. Kent said 
in a television interview that he eagerly addresses all kinds of groups, right 
and left. He added that he is "certainly not a communist" and "there is no 
way you can say CND is pro-Soviet". 


83.11.45 CHURCH ASSESSMENT. London-based Reuter news agency reports from 

Mexico City that "a recent wave of killings, beatings, and death threats has 

highlighted the dangers facing the [Roman] Catholic church in Central America 
and its difficult relations with governments of both left and right". Most 

Central Americans are at least nominally Roman Catholic. 


83.11.46 | COVENANT APPROVED. The 37th general assembly of the Korean 
Christian Church in Japan has approved a covenant of mission cooperation with 
the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan). The Kyodan approved the 
agreement earlier [EPS 82.12.51]. The covenant includes a confession by the 
Kyodan of "its sins and responsibility for its acts against Korean Christians 
in Japan and their fellow countrymen both before and after the war". During 
World War II, Korean Christians were forced to join the Kyodan, though they 
withdrew at war's end. 


83.11.47 GREEK PROTESTS: The Albanian ambassador to Greece was summoned to 
the Greek foreign ministry in Athens to hear a protest about an article in an 
official Albanian newspaper which calls Athens Eastern Orthodox Archbishop 
Serafim "a murderer with the cross of Christ around his neck and Hitler in his 
head". The article was distributed by the Albanian embassy to Greek news- 
papers. It charges Serafim is plotting with Serbian church leaders to break 
up Albania. Greek church leaders charge Albania with violating the human 
rights of Greek-speaking Orthodox in the country, which says it has abolished 
religion. 


83.11.48 TRINITY STUDY: The American Lutheran Church has set up a special 
task force to study "ways in which the confession of the Triune God can be 
articulated in our time so as to convey faithfully and meaningfully the message 
of the New Testament in a Moslem context". Many Muslims understand the 
Christian doctrine of the Trinity as implying three gods. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 83.11.49-55 


83.11.49 MIGRANT PROTEST The Churches' Committee on Migrant Workers in 
Europe has protested against the "reparation subsidy" for migrant workers 
from. non-EEC countries which the FRG government has proposed. ‘The committee. 
says that the FRG proposals are a bad financial deal for the migrants and 
part of an effort to respond to "xenophobic and racist feelings" among 

some Germans, instead of working to integrate non-Germans into the population. 
Founded in 1964, the committee includes 17 denominations and church organisa- 
tions in 15 countries. 


83.11.50 SOUTH AFRICA/NICARAGUA At its quarterly meeting, in Johannesburg, 
the executive committee of the South African Council of Churches decided to 
seek support from SACC member denominations to send a delegation to Nicaragua. 
The visitors would express solidarity with the church in Nicaragua. The 
committee also said it supports the recently organised Artists and Athletes 
Against Apartheid, a group of entertainers and sports figures campaigning 

for a cultural boycott of South Africa because of its policy of race 
separation. 


83.11.51 SALVATION ARMY/AFRICA Salvation Army leaders from 11 African 
countries - Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Ghana, 
Nigeria, Zaire, South Africa, and Congo - were to gather /14 November/ for 
a four-day conference in Nairobi to consider the London-based denomination's 
pastopral, social and development operations on the continent. 


83.11.52 TAIZE/TERESA Mother Teresa, the Nobel Peace Prize winning nun 
whose work centers on the poor in Calcutta, and Brother Roger, prior of 

the ecumenical community of Taizé in France, have issued a joint appeal to 
people of all ages to counter doubt, loneliness and isolation in a world 
"covered by spiritual deserts." Calling on all to be "creators of peace and 
reconciliation," the two urge that "our homes, however modest they may be, 
become like the house of Mary in Nazareth: a place to listen to others and 
to remain alongside them, in order to enable them to find a way out of 
thepresent crisis of confidence." 


83.11.53 US BEM CONFERENCE Representatives of 23 US denominations - 
Methodist, Baptist, Lutheran, Oriental Orthodox, Disciples, Brethren, 
Pentecostal, Anglican, Quaker,Mennonite, Moravian, Eastern Orthodox, 
Reformed, Roman Catholic, and Independent - met for three days last month 
/12-14 October/ in Chicago for the first US conference on reception of the 
1982 international theological convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and 
Ministry (BEM). 


83.11.54 CONSCIENTIOUS DISOBEDIENCE Congregations of the American Lutheran 
Church are being asked to study the draft of a document on "human law and 
the conscience of believers," in advance of the 1984 ALC convention, to 
which it is to be presented for action. The statement suggests that those 
who conclude that a law must be disobeyed should seek guidance from the 
Bible, the tradition of the church, and their worship community so that 
conscientious disobedience is viewed primarily as an act involving a 
community, not just an individual. 


83.11.55 ‘WORK AND UNEMPLOYMENT' ‘The Roman Catholic bishops of Scotland 
have issued a study document on "work and unemployment." Prepared by an 
ecumenical team, it offers various suggestions "given that unemployment is 
likely to remain with us for a long time." The text suggests rethinking 
the work ethic to include not only working for profit, but also making 
use of one's God-given talents. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 83.11.56-62 


83.11.56 MADAGASCAR ECUMENISM The central committee of the Union of 
Christian Churches (FFKM) in Madagascar has urged several practical steps 
toward ecumenism in the island nation. One is that the denominations 
accept a standard form for the pronunciation of the name Jesus Christ, 
which, until now, has varied in different Christian communities. The 
committee also called for deeper study of the question of mixed marriages. 
A joint management committee for university chaplaincy work in Antananarivo 
is to be set up, and steps are to be taken to coordinate religious education 
in church schools, and to encourage exchanges between teachers and students 
in various ministerial training colleges. About half the nine-plus million 
people on the island are counted as Christians. Two thirds of them belong 
to the four FFKM denominations — Roman Catholic, United, Lutheran, and 
Anglican. 


83.11.57 LUTHERAN PACIFISM Lutheran Church in America Bishop James 

Crumley told a Washington breakfast meeting last month /26 October/ that 
Lutheranism is not pacifist because its "essential theological premises" 
include an understanding of "the proper place of temporal authority in the 
world." Crumley noted that such a theological approach is increasingly 
questioned. "I am afraid it is out of fear rather than the gospel," he said, 
predicting that a small but articulate group of peace activists "will have a 
great deal of influence" when the LCA convention next year in Toronto 
considers a proposed statement on peace. 


83.11.58 NICARAGUAN CONSCRIPTION Several Nicaraguan Roman Catholic 
bishops have challenged a law on military service propsed by the Sandinista 
government. It would require all males between 18 and 25 to register for 
conscription The statement, not supported by all the bishops, says the 
current government "does not have authentic moral authority." 


83.11.59 ARGENTINE HIERARCHY A report from Lima-based Latinamerica Press 
describes the Roman Catholic bishops of Argentina as "openly divided," 

while their "credibility, already badly eroded by its silence in the face of 
the /former/ military government's crimes, continues to deteriorate." 


83.11.60 IFOR COUNCIL The next council of the International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation has been set for Bonnecombe, site of a Frerich Gandhian 
community, 3-13 August. Councils are held every three years. The program 
is to include such themes as disarmament, South Africa, and East-West 
relationships. 


83.11.61 'TANDEM-CHURCH COMPLEX' A building shared by a /Reformed 
(Presbyterian)/ Church of Scotland and a Roman Catholic parish in Aberdeen 
has been dedicated. It serves a community, Bridge of Don, which is planned 
for 30,000 people. 


83.11.62 NAME CHANGE The "Broederkring" ("Fraternal Association"), a 
group working for interracial unity among Reformed in South Africa, has 
changed its name to "Belijdendekring" ("Confessional Association"). The 
Change was made at the annual meeting to eliminate suggestions of clerical 


dominance or sexism which some found in the old title. 
EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 83.11.63-69 


83.11.63 "DANGEROUS PROPOSAL' The Christian Council of Nigeria says 

a proposal to establish an Islamic affairs board attached to the office of 
the Nigerian president is a "dangerous proposal" which is "most uneqivocally 
deplored, denounced and deprecated." If implemented, CCN says, it is "most 
capable of causing unpleasant, nationwide events, whose disastrous and 
catastrophic consequences may not be easy to arrest." It says the move 
would "lend credence to the widespread view that subtle, clever and grossly 
unconstitutional efforts are being made to convert Nigeria from a secular 
nation to an Islamic state." 


83.11.64 INDIA DISPUTE Nine bishops from various denominations in 

the Nilackal area of the Indian state of Kerala have asked the state's 
Chief minister for a new allotment of land for a church building. A 
temporary church building has been a cause of tension between Christians 
and Hindus. The bishops' message says that "aiming at communal harmony and 
cooperation between Hindus and Christians and inspired by the love of 
Christ, we expressed our willingness to accept, though with painful feeling, 
an alternate site." 


83.11.65 IRD CRITIQUE A maililng to US corporate leaders from the Institute 
on Religion and Democracy says the World Council of Churches took a "turn 

to the left" at its recent assembly in Vancouver, and so "the institutions 

of the world's free economies - business, labor, and government - are 

likely to come under growing pressure from many world church bodies in the 
next few years." The IRD has been strongly critical of the WCC, /US/ National 
Council of Churches, and national denominational staffs. One of its board 
members, Lutheran pastor-editor Richard John Neuhaus, has announced plans 

for a center, which he is to direct, to research questions relating 

primarily to "human rights and religious freedom." 


83.11.66 TAIWAN LAW A proposal meant to "protect religion" on Taiwan has 

been criticised by several denominations. The island's Roman Catholic 

bishops and General Conference Mennonite Church are among those in opposition. 
Leaders of the Presbyterian Church (USA) say it would place "severe limitations" 
on freedom of religion. 


83.11.67 NCC JEWISH APPEAL /US/ National Council of Churches General 
Secretary Claire Randall told the interreligious affairs commission of the 
American Jewish Committee that "continuing sources of misunderstanding and 
tension" notwithstanding, Christians and Jews need sustained cooperation 
based on common heritage, humanity and goals. AJC interreligious affairs 
director A. James Rudin said Randall's presentation "broke new ground." 


83.11.68 GHANA MESSIAH Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service 
reports that "hundreds of Ghanaians have been flocking to Accra daily to 
catch a glimpse of a middle-aged man who claims to be...Jesus Christ." 

ACIS reports the man was asked by its correspondent about his claim, but he 
replied, "My mission is not of this world. It is spiritual. I am, therefore, 
not prepared to grant press interviews." 


83.11.69 OAIC UNITY CALL The executive committee of the Organisation of 
African Independent Churches met in Nairobi last month and emphasised the 
importance of strengthening ties with other churches. OAIC Charman A. 
Mathew Ajoga, bishop from the Church of Christ in Africa, said "independent" 
does not mean the denominations are not part of the world-wide church. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.11.70-72 


83.11.70 . RUSSIAN VISIT: Representatives of Russian [Eastern] Orthodox 
theology schools visited Syria and Cyprus [24 October - 7 November]. They 
met with Eastern and Oriental Orthodox and Evangelical leaders and youth in 
the two countries, and also marked the 25th anniversary of a Russian Orthodox 
presence in Syria. The visit was under the auspices of the Middle East 
Council of Churches. MECC General Secretary Gabriel Habib said the visit 
would "have a bearing on the fulfilment of our common goal of peace in the 
world". 


S35 daa WACC TREASURER: Colin Semper, provost of Coventry cathedral, © 
England, has been named interim treasurer of the London-based World Association 
for Christian Communication. Former head of BBC religious radio broadcasting, 
he succeeds the late Jan van Dis and serves until a new treasurer is elected 

by the WACC central committee next May. . 


83.11.72 | MUZOREWA APPEAL: The council of United Methodist bishops has 
appealed to religious and political leaders to intercede on behalf of one of 
their number, Abel Muzorewa, who was arrested in Zimbabwe 1 November. A 
mailgram from the council's president (Wilbur Choy) and secretary (James Ault) 
urges leaders to "intercede in his behalf using your good office to guarantee 
his rights and ensure his safety and that of his family". Muzorewa, former 
Zimbabwe prime minister, has been accused by the current government of links 
with the country's enemies, notably Israel and South Africa. The United 
Methodist membership is mostly in the US, but includes some overseas 


conferences. 
EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Recommendations for a Policy of Peace" Ero. 63. 1US75 


The following ts excerpted from a concluding list of nine recommendations from 
the security and disarmament commisston of the Federation of Protestant 
Churches of Switzerland tn a newly-publtshed study. The recommendattons 
omitted here include "hope for peace", "commitment to peace", "educatton for 
peace", "information on peace", and "consolidating peace". 


Peace research: Swiss research into peace and conflict is more likely to 
produce results if it concentrates on finding solutions in areas where 
Switzerland has a special contribution to make /e.g. federalism, defensive 
weaponry, humanitarian rights, economic aspects of peace). 


Objective debate on peace: Churches should be especially concerned to help 
people move beyond rigid ideological or religious positions and discuss the 
issues objectively in order to create a climate of confidence. The state 
community should acknowledge that a public debate on the issues of peace and 
security is both urgently needed and in its own interests. As a community 
of men and women, the churches should look seriously at the question of © 
women's involvement in over-all defence. 


Establishing and keeping peace: Domestic peace, which is an essential pre- 
condition for a foreign policy aimed at peace, depends on better communication 
among all sections of the population. Switzerland should take a more active 
part in efforts to guarantee respect for human rights. It should speak out 
strongly in criticism of economic relations which prevent the free exercise 

of such rights and ensure that development aid takes greater account of the 
cultural identity of the countries receiving it. 


Guaranteeing peace: ...more attention should be given to non-military aspects 


of political security. EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Message to Argentine Churches" EPS. 83h. AA 


‘The following was sent by Ninan Koshy, World Counetl of Churches international 
affairs director, to the Consultative Counetl of Churches in Argentina. 


Permit us to share our joy with you on the occasion of your country's return 
to its longstanding tradition of parliamentary democracy through free 


elections for which churches and human rights organizations have long prayed 
and strived. 


Be assured of our continuous prayers and solidarity for a definitive process 
of democratization in Argentina, ensuring justice and dignity for all its 
people. 


Please convey this message also to the churches and organizations whose 
witness and service we have profoundly esteemed all these years. 
EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Cyprus Message" Erecooje ried. 


The following was sent 16 November by WCC General Secretary Phitltp Potter to 
Eastern Orthodox Archbtshop Chrysostomos of Cyprus: 


Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Recalling 
the concern expressed by the Sixth Assembly of the WCC on the situation in Cyprus, 
we deplore the unilateral action of a declaration of independence by leaders of 
the Turkish Cypriot community. Besides creating further complications in the 
situation, this action is likely to add to the tensions in the Eastern Mediter- 
ranean. We hope that renewed efforts by the United Nations will lead towards a 
solution that would ensure the rights and interests of all Cypriot people, and 
Maintain the unity and integrity of Cyprus. We remember in our prayers the people 
of Cyprus, Turkey, and Greece at this time. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Olle Dahlén: "The Churches as Challengers" EPS 83.11.76 


The following ts the concluston of a paper presented to the meeting of 
representatives of Chrtsttan World Communtons in Sofia last month [EPS 83.11.24]. 


The churches are challenging the rulers of the world. They are no longer 
willing to accept "politics as usual". The threats to humanity, to the very 
survival of the human race, the lavishing of billions on arms, while millions 
of people die of hunger, the militarisation of politics, the acceptance of 
war to solve international conflicts is worse than lunacy. It is politics. 
made by men. 


Churches no longer humbly accept that. They are dedicated to work for an 
international world order where justice, respect for the UN Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, caring for the poor and oppressed are the true 
foundations. The churches have to unite their efforts for the promotion of 
these values, these aims - for politics of a new kind. 


The sovereignty of nation-states has to be limited in order to create a 
better future for all human beings. 


Governments will be suspicious, politicians do not willingly give up their 
views. The churches have to convince them that the people of this planet 


demand a new international order. .-- 56 


ECUVIEW/Lakshman Wickremesinghe: "Sri Lanka: a pastoral word" EPaey. tls 77 


The following ts excerpted from an address to his diocese by Sri Lankan 
Angltean Bishop Lakshman Wickremesinghe, not long before he died [EPS 83.11.04). 
Wiekremesinghe was a Sinhalese, as are most Srt Lankans. 


- The arguments that have been stated so far, point to one basic moral fact. 
It is that the massive retaliation mainly by Sinhalese against defenceless 
Tamils in July 1983, cannot be justified on moral grounds. We must admit 
this and acknowledge our shame. And we must do so for the right reasons. 

It is not enough to be ashamed for the reason that inhuman passions enslaved a 
section of the Sinhalese for a short period. Nor must we be ashamed because 
our sense of moral outrage will improve our image abroad. We must be ashamed 
because what took place was a moral crime. We are ashamed as Sinhalese for 
the moral crime other Sinhalese committed. 


We must not only acknowledge our shame. We must also make our apology to 
those Tamils who were unjustified victims of this massive retaliation. An 
apology must be made for three reasons: 


First, as Sinhalese we share in the total life of our people. We share in 
all that is good and great in our Sinhala heritage. These good and great 
aspects were due to the lives and achievements of only a section of the Sinhala 
people. But as members of the whole group we claim what one section did as 
belonging to us all. We share in the joy and the responsibility of their 
lives and labours. That is why in this diocese we acknowledge and rejoice in 
all that is good and great not only in our Sinhala heritage, but also in 
Sinhala-Buddhisnm. We have absorbed all this into the life and mission of this 
diocese, except that we have our basis in Jesus Christ. In the same way, when 
a section of the Sinhalese do what is morally wrong or bad, we share in it. 

As members of the whole group, we claim that what one section did, belongs to 
us all. We share in the evil they have done. 


Secondly, it is mark of moral maturity to acknowledge a moral crime on behalf 
of those closely knit to us, who do not realize that they have done so. And 
an apology is made on their behalf. Parents do so on behalf of children. 
Others do so on behalf of relatives or friends. There is a solidarity of 
family, of kinship and of friendship, in things both right and wrong. 

Gandhiji used to acknowledge the moral crimes of those who engaged in violence. 
He fasted in order that they would come to the point of acknowledging the evil 
they had done and change their ways. 


Thirdly, there is the example of Jesus in the midst of brutality and suffering. 
He shared in the guilt of all those who were involved in the moral crime of 
bringing about his unjust death, because he shared in our humanity, he apologised 
for all those who did not know the moral evil they were doing. His compassion 
acknowledged both shame and guilt. He apologised so that he might begin the 
process of setting right what was wrong in a broken relationship. It was 
between Jesus and those who had done wrong to him. It was also between God 
whose will Jesus had done, and all those who thereby had done wrong against God. 
In setting right their wrong done to Jesus, they would also set right the wrong 
they had done to their heavenly Father. As he apologised, he also prayed that 
all would come to recognise the wrong they had done, duly apologise and change 
their ways. 


It is only by such a kind of apology that we shall also recover our proper moral 
and religious values.... The tragedy that it is becoming harder ... for — 
Sinhala Christians to acknowledge that what has been done is a moral crime ,..., 
Our moral sense on this matter is getting dull.... 


EPS 
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SHOPTALK 


Eduard Wildbolz, ‘secretary of the’ commisston ‘whith "produced the 
study on security and disarmament recently released by the 
Federation of Protestant Churches” in-Switzertvand* (ePs*637414:.731, 
requests that the entire recommendation on "guaranteeing peace” 
Devic LUCSGeinAeers % It was edited for reasons of space. The 
text’ of that section follows: 


The legitimate military defense of the country remains a matter for 
the political authorities. In view of the very real danger of 
annihilation involved in any armed conflict, more attention should 
be given to non-military aspects of political security. 


The recommendations were translated from. the French by the WCC 
language service. 


+++ 


The following documents are available to journalists on request 
CO "Chev Wee 2nter-ehurcn-, aid “CcoMMrssran t CLOARWOTS GUx “Gus = te i 
Geneva 20: 


India - 1983 Drought (sitrep 2, 15 November) 

Review of Current Emergency Cases (15 November) 

Zimbabwe - 1983 Drought (sitrep 1, 15 November) 

Ghana - 1983 Drought/Famine (sitrep 5, 16 November) 

Nicaragua - May 1983 Displaced Families (sitrep 2, 16 November) 
Sahel - Solidarity Program (sitrep 3, 17 November) 


+++ 


EOnNLribUutors CG. CN isa omane Lude< 


Elizabeth Okwenje [83.12.05] - director, communications unit, 
All Africa Conference of Churches 


CHINESE CHRISTIAN LEADER Ecumenical Press 
VISITS ECUMENICAL CENTRE Service 83.12.01 


GENEVA (EPS) - Thirty-two years ago, K.H.Tingleft his post at the World Student 
Christian Federation to return to his native China. © Last month [21-22 November ] 
he came back and shared with the staff of the World Council of Churches and 
others reflections on what he and other Christians have experienced in the 
tumultuous years since then. 


Ting is an Anglican bishop, and wore a purple clerical shirt. But he spoke as 
a leader of "post denominational" Chinese Christianity, reflected in the China 
Christian Council, of which he is president. (There is also an independent 
Chinese Catholic Church, unaffected by the reforms of the Second Vatican 
Council. ) 


In a sermon at WCC headquarters at the Ecumenical Centre here, Ting reflected 

on China's Three-Self Movement (a reference to "self government", "self support", 
and "self propagation" of Chinese Christianity). It would be superficial and 
simplistic, he said, to dismiss it as the creature of the country's ruling 
communist party, or as an uncritical yielding to pressures in order to survive. 


Three-Self, he said, means the church in China is Chinese, rather than a 
Western import, a "dot on the missionary map of other churches". He described 
the movement "a new-born thing" and like new-born babies, not always "comely or 
beautiful". He asked for a judgement on "its essence” rather than its 
inevitable awkwardness, haphazardness, faults, and mistakes. 


Ting said his visit was a sign that while protecting the growth of its "Chinese 
particularity" the church in China wants links with the church elsewhere, in 
light of the "universal and absolute claim" of Jesus Christ. 


Ting reflected on the relaxation of restrictions on religion - including the re- 
opening of some 2,000 church buildings - following the end of a decade of 
"cultural revolution" which began in the mid-1960s. He said this is not 
because the country's Marxist leadership has "any good opinion of religion", but 
rather because "the preaching of atheism is not a top priority" given the 
government's wish for a "united front" in "building the new China". 


Ting called the era of the cultural revolution an "aberration" caused by the 
"ultra-leftists" then in control. Other than mentioning that the Nanking 
seminary, of which he is president, was turned into a revolutionary Red Guards 
headquarters and that many of its books were burned, and noting that "all 
churches" in China were closed, Ting did not dwell on what happened to him and 
other Christians during that period. 


In retrospect, he said, "no matter how we felt uncomfortable in those years", 
in the wake of that era came some positive things - "laicization" and a house- 
church movement which demonstrated that the church continues without buildings. 


Ting and Han Wenzao, CCC associate general secretary, met for two hours with 
Ecumenical Centre staff. At the end of the session, WCC General Secretary 
Philip Potter said Ting "went back [to China in 1951] in faith and in great 
risk". He reminded the audience that even though the bishop spoke gently 
throughout, "a great deal of suffering and pain has been involved" during those 
three decades. Ting's is a testimony, Potter said, that "at the end of the 
day, God reigns". 


Before the current "post denominational" situation, the WCC included member 
denominations in China. 


EPS 


CHURCH REACTION Ecumenical Press 
VARIES ON GRENADA Service 83.12.02 


GENEVA (EPS) - Differing church reactions to the US-led invasion of Grenada 
continue to be offered. In a statement issued in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and 
authorized by its president and general secretary, the Latin American Council 
of Churches (CLAI) joined the Caribbean Conference and World Council of 
Churches in protesting the action [EPS 83.11.01]. CLAI said it protests "the 
invasion...and the resort to incongruous reasons to justify the killing of 
human beings...We insist that all foreign troops be immediately removed". 


Rome-based Inter Press Service reported from New York that CCC General Secretary 
Allan Kirton "denied reports" that the CCC "reversed its opposition to the... 
invasion". The reports followed a telegram [15 November] from Kirton and CCC 
President Kevin Felix, Roman Catholic archbishop of Castries (St Lucia), to the 
churches on Grenada saying CCC leaders "appreciate" the views of Christians on 
the island who consider the military intervention "a rescue exercise and a 
liberation process". 


A CCC statement issued in Barbados [17 November] said "it is to be noted that 
one feature of democratic societies is the capacity for respecting the views 
of others without necessarily agreeing with them". It reiterated CCC 
opposition to military intervention "among Caribbean territories and from out- 
side the region". 


Baptist, Methodist, and Anglican publications reported expressions of support 
for the action, Anglican West Indies archbishop Cuthbert Woodroffe, who was 
born in Grenada, said "the Christian community in Grenada has completely 
endorsed the American and Caribbean states’ action and welcomed the rescue 
mission". 


In a statement distributed from New York by Diocesan Press Service, news agency 
of the [Anglican] Episcopal Church, Woodroffe added that "there may be anti- 
Americanism around the world, but in Grenada - over which the heel was raised 
and upon which it was about to fall - there is none except from the very small 
minority who were with the Cubans anyhow...Please keep on praying for Grenada... 
as Grenada is not nearly half-way out of trouble yet". 


In London, the Methodist Recorder newspaper reported a statement read "in all 
Grenadian churches" [6 November] expressing gratitude to the forces "who 
responded to the call for help and appeal of the governor general". It added 
that "reconciliation and forgiveness is at the heart of Christ's message". 


Similarly, the London-based Baptist Times newspaper said "Baptists in Grenada 
overwhelmingly agree on one crucial point about the invasion of their island. 
They say something had to be done to halt the progress of the communists". 
However, it added that Regional Secretary Azariah McKenzie of the Baptist World 
Alliance said the island's Baptists "are now united in demanding that all 
foreign troops be withdrawn as soon as possible and be replaced by a joint 
Caribbean and Commonwealth peace-keeping force [and] they want free democratic 
elections...". 


In a related development, the Barbados government revoked the work permit of 
Guyanese journalist Rickey Singh, editor of Caribbean Contact, a monthly news- 
paper supported by the CCC. Singh, whose permit was valid until July 1985, 
has been critical of the invasion. 


EPS 


IRISH CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
CONDEMN CHURCH ATTACK Service 83.12.03 


BELFAST (EPS) - The heads of Ireland's four largest denominations have jointly 
condemned the murder of three people in an attack on a Pentecostal church in 
Darkley, near the border between Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic. 


Roman Catholic Archbishop of Armagh Cardinal Tomas 6 Fiaich, Anglican Arch- 
bishop of Armagh John Armstrong, Methodist President Cecil Newell, and 
Presbyterian Moderator Thomas Simpson voiced "utter revulsion and the strongest 
possible condemnation" of the killing. "This act of sectarian slaughter, 
directed indiscriminately against a worshipping community, goes beyond anything 
hitherto perpetrated", they added. "Tt seems to be a calculated effort to 
provoke further community strife in County Armagh and elsewhere." 


They called on "all men and women of conscience" to co-operate with lawful 
authorities on both sides of the border in swiftly bringing to justice those 
involved in this and other atrocities. "The Catholic people in this area as 

a whole utterly repudiate the right of any murderous group to claim the name of 
Catholic", they said, referring to the claim by the hitherto unknown "Catholic 
Reaction Group" to have carried out the killings. "Just as the Protestant 
people as a whole reject the use of the name Protestant for another sectarian 
murder in Armagh in recent weeks", a reference to the killing of 24-year-old 
Adrian Carroll in Armagh [8 November] for which the Protestant Action Force 
claimed responsibility. 


Meeting in London, the assembly of the British Council of Churches expressed 
its "horror and profound shock" at the "massacre". 


EPS 


MIXED MARRIAGE RULES Ecumenical Press 
ISSUED, CRITICIZED Service 83.12.04 


DUBLIN (EPS) - Ireland's Roman Catholic bishops issued [17 November] a long- 
awaited directory on mixed marriages. Leaders of the island's minority 
Christian traditions found it wanting. 


The guidelines say interdenominational marriages can play a positive role in 
working towards Christian unity, but the bishops retain the requirement that 
the Roman Catholic partner promise to "do everything possible, so far as in 
me lies, to have all the children of our marriage baptised and brought up in 
the Catholic faith". No longer, however, does the promise have to be in 
writing, nor is the other partner required to promise anything. 


Presbyterian General Secretary A. J. Weir said he welcomed the directory's 
"positive and pastoral tone", but regretted it did not treat both sides 
equally. The island's Anglican bishops called it "profoundly disappointing" 
because it is "very far removed from treating the rights of the two partners 
as being equal...or regarding the baptism and upbringing of children as being 
the outcome of a decision made jointly by the parents within the context of 
the marriage". 


They also expressed concern that "insensitive application" of the requirement 
for a promise "must inevitably have a devastating long-term effect" on the 
number of Anglicans in the Irish Republic. 


The directory says permission for the marriage to take place in other than a 
Roman Catholic church "will not be granted simply on request", and it says 
"it would...be extremely rare" for permission to be given to a non-Roman 
Catholic partner to receive holy communion at his or her Roman Catholic wedding 
eucharist. In 1980, when work on the directory began, leaders of other Irish 
denominations were asked for suggestions for improvements. 

EPS 


AFRICA CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
MARKS TWO DECADES Service 83.12.05 
The following is edited and excerpted from a 21 November article distrtbuted 
by Africa Chureh Informatton Service, 


JINJA, Uganda (EPS/Elizabeth Okwenje) - The Nairobi-based All Africa Conference 
of Churches celebrates its 20th anniversary this year. To mark the occasion, 
various activities have been organized in different African countries with AACC 
member churches, and in the US with ecumenical partners. 


Last month, the AACC executive committee met here, 50 miles east of the Ugandan 
capital of Kampala. Uganda was chosen for the celebrations and meeting because 
it was at Makerere University in Kampala in 1963 that church representatives 

from over 40 African countries met and adopted a constitution marking the birth 


of the AACC. 


Jinja was chosen as the venue for the celebrations because, as AACC General 
Secretary, Maxime Rafransoa said, "it is also the heart of Africa because it is 
located here at the source of the Nile, the great river of God which saw the 
birth of Moses, the liberation of his people, and the forced exile of our Lord 
as a child". 


The general secretary saw the 20 years of the AACC as 20 years of history of 
Africa, including the history of Uganda. He explained that at the first AACC 
assembly in Kampala, with the theme "freedom and unity in Christ", the churches 
referred then to the newly-acquired independence in many African countries and 
the spirit of Pan-Africanism which led to the creation of the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU) that same year. 


The second assembly, five years later, came at a time when governments and 
churches alike had had a taste of independence and experience of neo-colonialisn, 
heavy bureaucracy and nepotism. The theme of the assembly, "with Christ at 
work in Africa today", reflected the churches’ wish to be participants in the 
educational, health and agricultural development of their countries. 


Five years later, in 1974 in Lusaka, the concern of the churches was liberation 
and self-reliance. The motto of that Assembly was, "the struggle continues", 
with the biblical theme of "no longer living for ourselves but for Christ". 

The emphasis was on southern Africa as a whole, and a clear affirmation of the 
desire to gain independence from mother churches, which perpetuated a 
paternalistic dependency based on finances and personnel. 


The period up to the last Assembly held in Nairobi in 1981 was a difficult one 
for the AACC and for the countries of Africa, Rafransoa said. The organi- 
zation experienced a period of crisis. There was suffering in many African 
countries. The whole African church had suffered with the people of Uganda. 
Slain Anglican Archbishop Janani Luwum "had to sacrifice his life personally 
for Christ for the sake of witness and pastoral care". 


Rafransoa praised God for the liberation of Uganda and for the return of 
democracy and prayed that in spite of destabilising factors, both internal and 
external, the efforts towards reconstruction, rehabilitation and reconciliation 
started would continue. 


Reflecting on problems of nation-building in developing countries, Ugandan 
President Milton Obote cited, among many, the multiplicity of languages. 
Problems in this respect, he said, also affect the church and seem to be causing 
a "tribalising not only of the bishops but also the clergy". Obote called this 
a retrogressive step, saying he did not understand why church leaders are not 
elected to serve outside their tribal areas. "So long as we allow churchmen to 


work in their tribal areas, so long will the unity of Uganda remain illusory", 


Obote added. EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 83.12.06-14 


83.12.06 POLISH TRIALS Poland's Roman Catholic bishops have urged the 
government to end political trials and release political priosners as a way 
to foster reconciliation in the country. Their statement came after 
London-based Reuters news agency reported the government had given the 
church leadership a list of 69 priests who could face prosecution for 
"anti-social activities" in connection with their sermons. 


83.12 07 CRUISE CONCERN The Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales 
have expressed "grave concern" at the arrival of US cruise missiles in 
Britain. They said the missiles "make it more difficult" for the UK 
government to "demonstrate convincingly its commitment to a policy of 
progressive and mutual disarmament." 


83.12.08 CLERGY DIVORCE The synod of the /Anglican/ Church of the Province 
of Central Africa, meeting in Harare, has decided that divorced clergy, 

like other members of the church, can remarry. Nairobi-based Africa Church 
Information Service reports that the subject is "thought to have generated 
considerable discussion in view of the normally conservtive attitude taken 
by most African churches on divorce and remarriage." The denomination 
includes membership in Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, and Botswana. 


83.12.09 METHODIST/ROMAN CATHOLIC The official international dialogue 
commission involving Methodists and Roman Catholics, following a meeting in 
Milan, has reported united rejection of any view of the church that denies 
churchly status to either tradition or that would justify prolonging church 
division. The also agreed that some pluralism in theology, worship, 
spirituality, and discipline is compatible with unity in faith and basic 
structure. 


83.12.10 BAPTISM REVIEW The conference of the Methodist Church of Southern 
Africa has been asked to study the denomination's baptismal practice, 
especially "the widespread desire" for rebaptism. The request to the 
conference came from a seminar on baptism at which it was suggested that 
Methodism's traditional support for infant baptism is more a problem for 
whites than blacks, for whom a strong sense of the community and its faith 
is still connected with baptism. 


83.12.11 HUNGARIAN BASE COMMUNITIES CIP, a Brussels-based Roman Catholic 
newS agency, reports that eight Hungarian Roman Catholic priests have 
complained to Hungarian Roman Catholic Primate Laszlo Lekai about his 
"campaign of persecution" against unofficial Roman Catholic "base communities.” 


83.12.12 SWEDEN CHURCH/STATE Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Bertil Werkstrom, 
Says he is pleased with a recent government announcement that it is prepared 
to consider constitutional changes that would establish with certainty that 
the new Church of Sweden (SK) executive board reports to and acts on behalf 
of the SK general assembly, not the government. When the board was created 
in 1982 as part of a reform of church-state relations, church and government 
officials took different views on its legal status. 


83.12.13 RESIGNED PRIESTS Harald Riesenfeld, a New Testament scholar, is 
the third Swedish Lutheran theologian to resign from the priesthood in the 
Church of Sweden. His action follows that of Professor Hans Hof (who 
withdrew from the Church of Sweden as well) and Luther scholar Gustaf 
Wingren. In his letter of resignation, Risenfeld says he thinks the Church 
of Sweden has "lost the critical distance to that society which it wants to 
serve" and that the "content of the ministerial office has become weakened 


as a result of political influence." 


83.12.14 GDR GIFT In connection with the 500th birth anniversary celebrations 
for German church reformer Martin Luther, the GDR government announced it 
would send to World Council of Churches headquarters in Geneva a bust of 
Luther sculpted by Berlin artist Wilfried Fitzenreiter. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 83012 215-21 


83.12.15 MARCOS PRESSURE New York-based Religious News Service reports 
that Philippines Presidetn Ferdinand Marcos "has begun to feel the pressure 
coming at him /to resign/ from all sides, including the churches. 


83.12.16 ‘PEACE ON EARTH' "Peace on Earth" is the theme of a "world-wide 
ecumenical call" being made again this Advent by Geneva-based "Christmas 

for Peace." During the week before Christmas, people are invited to fast 
for one day, "make a gesture of sharing and reconciliation," and "give the 
equivalent of the cost of a meal to the organization of /one's/ choice to 
bring relief to victims of hunger, injustice, violence and oppression." At 
21h0O Christmas Eve, "everyone is invited to stand at their door or window 
with a lighted candle or lamp as a token of friendship with their neighbours 
and all the peoples of the world." 


83.12.17 US/USSR The /US/ National Council of Churches reports it is 
setting up a new office on US/USSR relations to expand: contacts between 
Christians in the two countries. The office is expected to arrange four 
exchange visits in the next year. 


83.12.18 ANGLICAN/RC ‘The Roman Catholic Benedictine monks of St John's 
Abbey in Collegeville (Minnesota, US) have invited the state's Anglican 
diocese to build a spirituality center on grounds of the abbey and its 
university. Anglican and Roman Catholic leaders say they expect the center 
to have international implications. 


83.12.19 FRG/SA Church people and groups are among those supporting an 
effort to terminate the cultural agreement between the FRG and South 
Africa. In an open letter to FRG Foreign Affairs Minister Hans Dietrich 
Genscher, a committee opposed to the agreement says "it is clear that 
the...agreement...contributes to the maintenance of apartheid," the SA 
system of race separation and white supremacy. The committee notes that 
the Netherlands, Belgium, and Sweden have ended similar agreements. 


83.12.20 CONCELEBRATION OPPOSITION Responding to "some disagreement and 
confusion," a "progress report and joint pastoral comments" on the first 
year of a relationship of "interim sharing of the eucharist" between US 
Anglicans and Lutherans note that none of the denominations involved 
"provide in their official documentation for anything they call 'concelebra- 
tion.'" American Lutheran bishops reiterated opposition to the practice 
out of concern that it might imply either full recognition of the ministry 
or eucharist of the other tradition, or that concelebration is necessary 
because one group does not recognise the other's eucharist or ministry. 
The bishops did suggest that a presbyter (pastor/priest) standing with the 
presiding minister at the altar might recite the eucharistic prayer as a 
"devotional exercise." The report and comments were endorsed by the 
ecumenical relations commission of the Episcopal Church, the ecumenical 
relations committee of the executive council of the Lutheran Church in 
America, and the councils of bishops of the American Lutheran Church and 
Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches 


83.12.21 KOREAN CELEBRATIONS Christians in Korea mark the 100th anniversary 
of Protestantism and the 200th anniversary of Roman Catholicism on the 
peninsula in 1984. Plans by the Roman Catholic Committee for the Bicentennial 
Celebration include a May visit by the pope and an official declaration of 
Sainthood for 103 Korean martyrs. The 20-denomination Council for the 

100th Anniversary of the Korean Church plans a major Easter celebration in 
April and a "centennial evangelical meeting" in Seoul in August. Almost 

all the Christians in Korea are in the south, where they account for about 

a quarter of the population of nearly 40 million. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 83.12.22-28 


83.12.22 NO TO GENEVA BISHOP The consistory and executive council of the 
/Reformed/ National Protestant Church of Geneva have firmly rejected a 
proposal by the Swiss Roman Catholic Church to restablish a bishop's 
headquarters in Geneva. (The city's prince-bishop left at the time of the 
Reformation.) A declaration from the two Reformed bodies said their 
rejection is based on their "fidelity to the apostolic witness, loyalty to 
the ecumenical movement, and respect for other Christian communities in 
Geneva and Reformation churches around the world....However, our negative 
advice does not at all change our willingness to continue to walk together 
and develop our ecumenical collaboration." Roman Catholic leaders had 
asked the National Church for its opinion on the proposal. 


83.12.23 ARMSTRONG RESIGNS James Armstrong, president of the /US/ National 
Council of Churches and United Methodist bishop for the state of Indiana, 

has announced his immediate resignation from both posts. In a brief 
statement, he said that since assuming them, "I have submitted myself to an 
exhausting and inhuman work schedule and because of this have failed many 
persons as well as the gospel....I am not here renouncing the message I 

have preached. I am confessing that I have failed my family and other 

loved ones, aS well as myself. I am now physically and emotionally depleted." 


83.12.24 BCC ON DISARMAMENT By majorities ranging from 62-9 with 14 
abstentions to 80-0 with 2 abstentions, the semi-annual assembly of the 
British Council of Churches adopted /22 November/ a set of six policy 
proposals on nuclear weapons and disarmament. Its preface says "the 
manufacture as well as the possession of nuclear weapons is an offence 
against God and his creation." It urges the UK to phase out nuclear 

weapons while remaining within the NATO alliance, and to work for a no-first- 
use nuclear weapons policy. 


83.12.25 SWEDISH 'FREE SYNOD' A ‘free synod' uniting 12 regional groups 
Opposed to the ordination of women has been formed within the /Lutheran/ 
Church of Sweden (SK). Headed by Goteburg Bishop Bertil Gartner, it 
pledges to work for reform and renewal from within the denomination, which 
has had female priests for more than two decades. Church Primate Bertil 
Werkstrém advised against formation of the synod, saying all SK members are 
welcome to work for renewal and have no need for seprate organisations 
which could be divisive. 


83.12.26 HUNGARIAN RESPONSE Zoltan Kaldy, bishop of the Lutheran Church 

in Hungary, has responded to recent articles in the West critical of him 

and his denomination for their relationships with the country's communist 
government. In an interview with FRG-based Evangelical Press Service, 

Kaldy referred to "Sslander....I can say that in...the communist press, 
representatives of the church have never been attacked like this." Kaldy 

is a member of the Hungarian parliament. "I can represent the Christian 
ethic in the sessions. Is that a sin?" he asked. He said his speeches 

have never been censored. ‘The next assembly of the Lutheran World Federation 
is in Budapest beginning 22 July, and Kaldy is considered a leading candidate 
for the LWF presidency. 


83.12.27 "PATRIOTIC CATHOLICS' The Swiss Roman Catholic news agency Kipa 
reports from Hanoi that the first national congress of "Vietnamese Catholics 
in favor of building up the country, defending the homeland, and safeguarding 
peace" met for three days, and elected on behalf of the country's three 
million Roman Catholics a "solidarity committee of patriotic Vietnamese 
Catholics," according to the group's press statement." 


83.12.28 ANTI-RACISM DECADE Without a vote, the UN general assembly 
decided /22 November/ to proclaim a second decade of action to combat 
racism and racial discrimination, to begin 10 December. 
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ECUTEXT: Moving/2 


[The ageing]... This phase of life should not be seen only in terms of 
chronological age; the various life-contexts, socio-economic as well as 
health conditions, influence greatly the ageing of people. Often the ageing 
are seen as useless, denied the rights to participate and condemned to 
loneliness and neglect. Sometimes, however, the church and society permit 
and encourage them to hold on to power and control for too long, denying 
opportunities to young people, and giving rise to conflict! The churches 
have to discover better strategies in this area which would provide for 
participation and not perpetuate control. 


[Children]... We exclude them from full participation in the church because of 
their inability to comprehend faith rationally and to make "adult" decisions, 
even when these decisions affect their lives in community. In some societies 
they are seen as non-producers and therefore marginal, while in others they 
have been forced, through poverty and injustice, to work for a living, even 
into prostitution. They increasingly suffer physical and mental abuse. 
Children and women represent the highest numbers of refugees around the world. 
Also, in many societies children suffer greatly as family growth is complicated 
by depressive economic factors. Children who embody so much of the future 
hope of both church and society need to be given their rightful place in the 
community of both.... 


[Persons with disabilities]... We recognize the positive steps the WCC and 

some churches have taken to create an awareness with regard to the needs of 
persons with disabilities. A good beginning has been made, but there is 

much more to do, as expressed in the recommendations, so that each local church 
may become a genuine healing and caring community and the gifts of each one 

are recognized and accepted as contributing to the total fellowship. 


[People's participation in the political process] People's participation is 
impeded on all levels by the factors mentioned at the beginning of this report. 


The problems differ from one political system to another. In many political 
systems bureaucracy tends to stifle the creativity and initiatives of the 
majority of people, as is illustrated in the discussion of the problems of 
environment, armament and hunger. In South Africa and Namibia legalized 
racism prevents the vast majority of the people from participating in the 
crucial decisions affecting their lives. 


But all over the world people's movements and groups have begun to fight for 
self-determination and full participation in the decisions which affect their 
destiny.... 
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ECUTEXT: "WCC Christmas Message" EPSOSS. 12251 


The text of the 1983 Christmas message from World Counetl of Churches 
General Secretary Philtp Potter follows: 


Once again we celebrate God's gift of life in Jesus born of Mary. Once 
again we do so when life is threatened, denied and destroyed. Is 
this celebration a mockery? Is it in vain? 


Over seven hundred years before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Isaiah 


described the invasion of Israel by the ruthless Assyrian empire. The 
boots of trampling soldiers were heard and felt, says Isaiah, and garments 
soaked with blood were seen. Darkness and death spread over the land. Yet 


the prophet declared: "For us a child is born; to us a son is given" 
(9:1-7). This child of hope was the symbol that God still reigned and 
would manifest his marvellous light as the wonderful counsellor, mighty God, 
the ever-present father, the prince of peace in justice. 


Now as then, darkness and death come upon us when human counsel falters 
and fails on the stumbling block of false security, rather than relying on 
the counsel of good which God has willed. Now as then, power and might 
are seen in terms of oppression and conquest, rather than as a means of 
building together a community of sharing. Now as then, the world is a 
breeding ground for tyranny, fear and indifference, rather than a home 
where father, mother, children and all people are bound together by ties 
of love and mutual care. Now as then, peace is perceived as a condition 
imposed by force or as a balance of terror, rather than as the fruit of a 
common security in freedom and justice. 


And yet, the promise of God through Isaiah is deeply imprinted on the 
human consciousness. Despite oppression and war, tyranny and injustice, 
selfishness and insecurity, a child is born, a son or daughter is given at 
every moment somewhere on the earth. God's image is made alive ever anew. 
The grace of counsel, might, fatherhood and motherhood, peace and justice 
is given afresh. Millions of people give birth to children in hope of a 
better life for tomorrow. Yet millions, too, are afraid to bear children 
because of insecurity and despair about the survival of humankind. 

Millions see their children die of disease, starvation and war. 


But between the time of Isaiah's prophecy and our own troubled times, a 
child was born in Bethlehem, a son was given to the human race. God's 
purpose and being was revealed in this child, Jesus, that we may know what 
it means to be made in his image for good. When this child was presented 
to be blessed, the old priest Simeon said to his mother: "Behold, this 
child is set for the falling and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign 
that is spoken against (and a sword will pierce through your own soul 
also), that thoughts out of many hearts will be revealed" (Luke 2: 34-35). 


(over) 


ECUTEXT: WCC Christmas Message/2 


Indeed, it was Jesus who in our human flesh revealed our true condition 
as those who live in darkness and death. This he did by offering in 
himself and in his word and acts the light and life of God in love. His 
offering was also a judgement on those who, in their evil counsel, 
destroying might, tyranny and war, imposed on him the darkness of death. 
But God, the almighty Father, in his good counsel brought him to life 
again and through him made peace on earth a reality for those who accept 
his offer. 


In this season of Christmas we are called to be born anéw in this child, 
Jesus, crucified and risen for us. Once again, we are invited to become 
like little children and present ourselves for his blessing that we may 
partake in faithful integrity of his power of good, -his fatherly and 
motherly love, his peace and justice. 


That was the experience of those who participated in the Sixth Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches in Vancouver this year. At the opening 
service, people from different nations and cultures brought their gifts 

to the altar. The last gift was from Zimbabwe - a country so long torn 
by racial strife and war - from a mother who offered her little child. 
This offering and the deep emotion it evoked were a sign of our confession 
that Jesus Christ is indeed the life of the world. 


The message from the Assembly mentions this act of offering and says: 


It was a sign of hope and of continuity of life. Sometimes we 

are almost overcome by the smallness and insignificance of our 
lives; then we feel helpless. But as we feed upon the bread of 
life in worship we know again and again God's saving act in Christ 
in our own lives. We are astounded and surprised that the eternal 
purpose of God is persistently entrusted to ordinary people. That 
is the risk God takes. The forces of death are strong. The gift 
of.life in Christ is stronger. We commit ourselves to live that 
life, with all its risks and joys, and therefore dare to cry, with 
all the host of heaven, 'O death, where is your victory?' Christ 
is risen. He is risen indeed. 


In Christ born for us and given to us, crucified and risen for us, we too are 


born by faith and given to the world this Christmastide for a life together 
in freedom, peace and justice. 
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SHOPTALK 


In EPS 83.11.12, change NHK to NGK (= Nederduitse Gereformeerde 
Kerk). 


++++ 


Fairly complete lists of actions of withdrawal and divestment 
taken by church groups in connection with apartheid in South 
Africa are available to journalists on request ta the WCC 
Programme to Combat Racism, Box 66, 1211 Geneva 20. 


tet 


The latest "Background Information” (1983/4) of the WCC Com- 
mission of the Churches on International Affairs includes 
statements, resolutions, and minutes on international affairs 
from the WCC Sixth Assembly earlier this year. The texts appear 
in English, German, French, and Spanish. Journalists may request 
a copy from the CCIA, Box 66, 1211 Geneva 20. 


+++ 


The search for a successor to WCC Communication Director John 
Bluck [EPS 50/40] has begun. Job descriptions and application 
forms are available on request to the WCC Personnel Office, 
Box 66, 1211 Geneva 20. 


+++ 


Contrabutors te tots ters tacluge. 


Mike Milne (.33) - staff writer, United Church Observer 

Tracy Early (.35) - EPS New York correspondent 

Charles Maingi (.36) - assistant broadcasting secretary, 
National Christian Council of Kenya 

Robert Nowell (.51) - EPS London correspondent 


PLANS TO MOVE BLACKS Ecumenical Press 
BRING CHURCH PROTEST Service 83.12.32 


MAGOPA, South Africa (EPS) - The white-minority South African government's 
plan to force about 2000 blacks of the Bakwena tribe to leave this community 
about 125 kilometers west of Johannesburg where they and their ancestors 
have lived since early this century, has prompted vigorous church protest. 


Several South African church leaders - among them Anglican Bishop Desmond 
Tutu (general secretary of the South African Council of Churches), Reformed 
theologian Allan Boesak (president of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches), Methodist President Fremont Louw, Presbyterian Moderators Luther 
Mateza and J. Francis Bill, United Congregational General Secretary Joe 
Wing, and Anglican, Lutheran and Roman Catholic representatives - attended 
prayer vigils here in the rain and cold during the early evening and 
through the night on the eve of the date set for the removals /29 November/. 


As part of its policy of apartheid (race separation with white supremacy), 
the South African government has resettled more than three million blacks 
in the past 25 years. An estimated two million more are still to be moved. 


The government wants the Magopa blacks to go to Pachsdraai, near Zeerust, 
about 100 kilometers away. It is to be incorporated into Bophuthatswana, 
one of 10 black "homelands" which South Africa has declared, or expects 

to declare, independent. The government's apartheid plan allots 13 percent 
of the land to the 21 million blacks, with the remainder reserved for the 5 
million whites and 3.5 million people classified as Asian or mixed race. 


In a message to Tutu, World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip 
Potter said, "We have learned with deep dismay of plan to evict 300 families... 
and to resettle them in one of the socalled homelands...If carried out, 

this move will not only entail great hardships for innocent people, but 

will further demonstrate the continued disregard by the South African 
authorities for human dignity, justice, and peace in the region....We... 

assure you of our continued prayers and support." Potter also asked WCC 
member churches to send messages of support to the SACC, urge their govern- 
ments to respond, and publicize South Africa's racial policies. 


Kairos, a Dutch anti-apartheid group, reports other church protests from 
the British Council of Churches, Evangelical Church in Germany, and Dutch 
Council of Churches. 


The South African Supreme Court rejected an appeal by the villagers against 
the eviction order, which gave them 10 days to leave. The deadline passed 
and South African radio reported the families would be given at least one 
more day to leave voluntarily. Kairos reports that 15,000 blacks in 
Kwangema in Transvaal province faced a 3 December deadline for removal to 
Kwazulu homeland. It says the blacks would lose mineral rights in the 
coal- and diamond-rich area if they move. 


Since the blacks bought their two farms at Mogopa, in 1911, they have built 
houses, schools, roads, and dams. At Pachsdraai there are tin huts and 
toilets, but no taps or land cleared for farming. 


Since 1978, members of the tribe have been at odds with South African 
Co-Operation and Development Minister Piet Koornhof over the lifetime 
appointment of Jacob More as tribe headman. It was in February 1982, 
during an official inquiry into allegations of corruption against More, 
that the resettlement plan was first announced. 


Last June, aS More and about 180 families were taken to Pachsdraal, 

their Mogopa houses, as well as schools and churches, were demolished, 

and water pumps shut down. Opponents of the removals say most of those who 
left in June did so because they are afraid and were told they would not 
get pensions unless they moved. Some have since returned. 
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RELIGIOUS NETWORK Ecumenical Press 
BID TAKING SHAPE Service 83.12.33 


The following is edited and excerpted from the October tssue of the United 
Church Observer, magazine of the Untted Church of Canada. 


TORONTO (EPS/Mike Milne) - Canada's major churches and religious groups are 
pondering the perils of national broadcasting and checking their budgets for 
spare millions. At issue is nothing less than the shape of religious broad- 
casting in Canada for years to come. 


In June, the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission called 
for applications for a national religious broadcasting licence. The inter- 
faith service, to be beamed from a satellite and picked up for distribution by 
local cable companies, must be comprehensive, Canadian, and owned and managed 
by an organization "broadly representative of religious groups in Canada", CRTC 
said. Applicants had until 2 September to file a bid and raise at least 
250,000 Canadian dollars for the inevitable hearings. 


The hybrid licensee envisioned by the CRTC is slowly evolving, but now has until 
3 January (a new deadline) to emerge full-blown, ready to spend up to 7 million 
Canadian dollars getting on the air and almost as much annually to stay there. 


The main players to date are: Interchurch Communication (ICC), a coalition of 
Lutheran, Baptist, Anglican, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian and United Churches; 
Crossroads Christian Communications Inc., producers of the 100 Huntley Street 
evangelical television programme and Canada's most experienced religious broad- 
casting organization; and the Rosewell Group, affiliated with ICC. 


The Rosewell Group is made up of communications lawyer Doug Barrett, freelance 
film journalist and producer Peter Flemington; Des McCalmont, executive 

producer for the United Church's Berkeley Studio; and David MacDonald, a 

United Church minister and former Progressive Conservative minister of 
communications. The group came together to help the ICC predict the nature of 
the CRTC's licensing proposal. The coalition then retained the four to continue 
with research and preparatory work, laying the foundations for an ICC-based 
licence application. 


The group is acting as a catalyst to bring about a single licence application. 
MacDonald and McCalmont have held meetings with various church and faith leaders 
and interested parties, working towards a consensus. "This (licence application) 
is unique in that it requires not competition, but co-operation and collabora~ 
tion", says MacDonald. "It will test both the ecumenical and evangelical spirit." 


In the Rosewell Group's preliminary organizational model, member groups in the non- 
profit corporation holding the licence would be of a minimum size, Canadian, 
financially committed and, naturally, religious. The group has not yet worked 

out a minimum membership number for participants, but there is little doubt the 
Jews and Muslims will fit the bill. Smaller churches or faiths could band 
together - possibly in groups like the one-million-strong Evangelical Fellowship 

of Canada - to share a membership. Members would pay dues and be allotted 
programme time on a proportional basis, depending on the group's membership. 


The Rosewell Group suggests a general interest programming component, including 
an hour-long nightly religious and public affairs programme, as well as more 
specific faith group and denominational programmes. 
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THEOLOGIANS: ECCLESIOLOGY Ecumenical Press 
HINDERING EVANGELIZATION Service 83.12.34 


The following ts abridged and adapted from a report tn New Detht-based SAR News. 


NAGPUR (Maharashtra, India) (EPS) - The Indian Theological Association says 


the way in which the church is currently organized, run, and perceived in India 
hinders the spread of the gospel. 


In a statement following an ITA meeting here, the theologians suggest people 
"usually identify the Church with the hierarchy and its institutions....Women 
are denied to a greater extent than men any significant active role in the life 
of the church. This reduces the laity to mere passivity and total dependence". 


The statement points to inconsistency between the social realm and the church: 
"While in the secular field people feel fully in charge and are encouraged by 
the whole set-up to think, feel and act as adults", it says"in the church they 
are reduced to the status of children incapable of participating in decision- 
making and exercise of authority". 


The statement deplores the lack of awareness of the role of world religions. 
After noting that the early church received a great deal from Judaism and from 
the Greco-Roman traditions and that it was open to all that was good and healthy 
in all people and cultures, the Indian theologians say, 'In India, which is a 
land of religions, we Christians remain often unaware of and insensitive to the 
modern movements in these religions and our common cultural heritage with them". 


The Indian theologians add that various religions and the common cultural 
heritage with them "have salutary lessons for our own total renewal", and that, 
"turning our back on their rich religious heritage is closing our eyes and ears 
to God who discloses himself to us through them, thereby narrowing our own 
concept of divine revelation". 


The statement refers to the”ambiguous attitude" of the church to other religions: 
"We are told that non-biblical scriptures contain much that is noble and good 
and yet we are not allowed to read them publicly in the liturgy. The church 
willingly took over and perpetuated the structures and titles of imperial Rome 
and of medieval feudalism, but is unwilling to appreciate and incarnate the 
living communitarian leadership of Hinduism and Buddhism." 


The theologians say "a great responsibility for the modern situation should be 
attributed to our own failure as theologians to incarnate the Christian faith 
in the actualities of Indian situation. Servile conformity to a system of 
traditional interpretation for fear of incurring the displeasure of authorities 
and losing our positions and privileges kept us silent". 


They also place "a great part of our responsibility for our problems on those 
who are in authority and guide the destinies of the ecclesial community". 
Their statement deplores the "worldliness' of those in authority who "seem to 
compete with multinational corporations". 


Specifically the statement regrets that religious communities "have unfortunately 
yielded to the temptations of the world and its standards instead of siding with 
the poor, by serving those in power, concentrating on profit-making and quality 
education, valuing classes which control the lower strata, to the detriment of 
the poor who need primary education". The ecclesiastical establishment, 
according to the statement, is concerned with its own maintenance and security. 
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USA ORTHODOX Ecumenical Press 
LOOK TO GROW Service 83.12.35 


SYOSSET (New York) (EPS/Tracy Early) - After years of preoccupation with 
internal problems, the Orthodox Church in America has changed direction to 
focus on enlisting new members, its primate, Metropolitan Theodosius, said 
in an interview at OCA headquarters here, 


He said that a main thrust of the last OCA All-American Council (21-26 August 
in Philadelphia) was study of a set of papers on "church growth". Concepts 
such as evangelism and mission formerly "overlooked" were brought to the 
centre of OCA attention, he said. 


Richard Reidy, a theologically-trained layman on the OCA staff who helped 
prepare the church growth papers, a convert to Orthodoxy himself, said 
Protestant and Roman Catholic materials on evangelism were utilized, though 
adapted to the Orthodox theological prespective. 


"Up to now we have been organizing the staff and getting together a mechanism", 
said Theodosius of his work since the OCA chose him in 1977 to succeed the 
late Metropolitan Ireney. "Now, we will begin to put flesh on the bones." 


The OCA, formerly known as the Metropolia, received autocephaly (self- 
governing status) from the Moscow Patriarchate in 1970 (an action not recog- 
nized by the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul). Since then, the OCA has 
tried to develop American Orthodoxy as an indigenous faith and overcome the 
image of an exotic transplant. 


"We have a general consensus on this", Theodosius said. "Some parishes would 
like to be an exception and remain Russian, but I say it is not the function 
of the church to maintain an ethnic culture. Even people in parishes that 
still have a strong Russian ethnic character see the need for change. They 
realize they are the last remnants. Just as a matter of economics, they have 
to reach new people to maintain the church." 


As another sign of change, the council had women delegates for the first time 
this year, and for the first time a woman - Jody Danin of Roanoke, Virginia - 
was elected to the OCA executive council. 


In 1970, some parishes chose to remain as Moscow Patriarchal Parishes. The 
OCA expected to see them gradually joining it, and a few have - one in Jackson, 
Michigan, this year. But Theodosius said that Moscow seems to discourage the 
process and unduly delay action on parish requests for transfer. 


On the other flank, the OCA has been able to maintain no relationship at all, 
Theodosius said, with the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia, a body that 
rejects any tie with Moscow - and in 1981 canonized Czar Nicholas II. 


The OCA hopes to become the vehicle of a united Orthodoxy in America, and 
already includes US Romanian, Bulgarian and Albanian dioceses, as well as a 
diocese in Mexico. Theodosius said that in October he and Metropolitan 
Philip of the North American Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese attended the 
opening of the first talks between their churches, and that staff then worked 
on joint programme ideas. Theodosius said the two churches are "on the same 
wave length" regarding mission and outreach. (However, the largest US 
Orthodox body, the Greek Archdiocese, has other views about the road to unity.) 


Meeting shortly after the Vancouver Assembly of the World Council of Churches, 
of which it is a member, the OCA council charged it with failure to speak out 
on "persecution of believers" and "suppression of human rights" in communist 
countries. Leonid Kishkovsky, OCA ecumenical officer and head of its Vancouver 
delegation, said the WCC should either speak in a balanced way of violations in 
East and West or take a different approach to all such issues. 
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KENYA CHURCH COUNCIL HELPS Ecumenical Press 
ESTABLISH LEGAL-AID GROUP Service 83.12.36 


NAIROBI (EPS/Charles Maingi) - A charitable society to help meet the legal 
needs of the disadvantaged in Kenya has been formed by the National Christian 
Council and the Law Society of Kenya. 


The organization — the Public Law Institute - was formally launched here by 
Kenya Vice-President Mwai Kibaki. The institute's mandate includes consumer 
protection, protection against environmental pollution and degradation, and 

a legal-aid scheme. 


Kibaki urged the new organization to have as its priority the spread of 
information about the law so that the public can know their rights. He noted 
that many people cannot afford to pay for legal services and appealed to the 
institute to provide such services free of charge or at affordable rates. 


Giving an example of the ignorance regarding individual rights, Kibaki said 
many young girls are compelled by their parents to marry men not of their 
choice, even though forced marriages are illegal. 


Also speaking at the institute's inauguration, Anglican Bishop David Gitari, 
NCCK chairman, said the church is concerned not only with spiritual needs, but 
also physical and mental well being. 

EPS 


GDR CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
IN GENEVA VISIT Service 83.12.37 


GENEVA (EPS) - Seven leaders from the regional Lutheran and United churches 
of the GDR (East Germany) were in Geneva /21-26 November/ for meetings with 
staff of three organisations at the Ecumenical Center - World Council of 
Churches, Conference of European Churches, and Lutheran World Federation. 
The group included five synod moderators (some of whom have fulltime 
secular jobs, including one who is a road construction engineer), a bishop, 
and an executive secretary for ecumenical relations. 


According to WCC Europe Secretary Uffe Gjerding, "the main concern" during 
the WCC meetings "was how people at the level of synods and congregations 
can be involved in the WCC agenda." He said the visitors also supported 
ecumenical team visits, such as those which preceded this year's WCC 
assembly, as an "effective model for supportive but also critical sharing." 
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AID OFFICER SEES Ecumenical Press 
EMERGENCY TRENDS Service 83.12.38 


GENEVA (EPS) - World Council of Churches Emergencies Officer Nico Keulemans 
Says two trends in emergency cases being handled by church agencies "need 
special mention and close further attention." 


In his latest periodic review of the cases, Keulemans says "there seems to 
be a rise in so-called man-made disasters, due to some sort of human 
conflict" as well as "an alarming continuation if not increase in drought- 
stricken famine areas." 


In terms of the first, he says it is generally "difficult to render assistance 
in these situations and/or there is considerable doubt whether the possibil- 
ities for assistance that are offered are indeed the right ones. The 

result is serious suffering without much perspective hope for the victims." 


He reports a concentration of drought and famine areas in 22 African 
nations and in Peru, Bolivia, and parts of Brazil. "In several countries 
famine is aggravated by violence, which impedes adequate relief action," he 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 83.12.39-44 


83.12.39 DUTCH CRITICISM The deans of the Roman Catholic archdiocese of 
Utrecht have criticised the bishop named by Pope John Paul to succeed the 
retiring Johannes Cardinal Willebrands as Roman Catholic primate of the 
Netherlands. Following the first meeting of the deans with Adrianus 
Simonis, now bishop of Rotterdam, a spokesperson for the deans said Simonis 
accepted his nomination without consulting his new archdiocesan colleagues. 
Simonis said he took the job out of a sense of obedience to the pope. 
Simonis is one of a minority of Dutch bishops who object to what they 
consider are liberal trends in Dutch Roman Catholicism. Also last 
month, 44 Dutch Roman Catholics, including 12 deans, issued an open letter 
expressing concern about trends in Dutch Roman Catholicism away from 
reforms of the 1970s. 


83.12.40 ADVISORY COUNCIL Chairman Charles Percy of the US Senate foreign 
relations committee has formed "advisory council on religious rights in 
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union." An announcement from the committee 
Says the council - which includes former US President Gerald Ford, three 
former secretaries of state, and several religious leaders - would help 
Percy "identify cases, projects, and other specific needs for religious 
believers behind the Iron Curtain." 


83.12.41 EL SALVADOR 'ATROCITIES' The Christian Aid division of the 
British Council of Churches reports that the government of El Salvador has 
"increased its attacks on religious workers of all denominations." 


83.12.42 HUMAN RIGHTS & PEACE The National Christian Council and the 
/Roman/ Catholic Commission on Justice and Peace of Japan co-sponsored a 
two-day conference last month in Tokyo on 'the human rights situation in 
Korea and the Philippines, and peace in Asia.' The gathering, attended by 
nearly 100 people from Japan, the Philippines, Korea, Thailand, and the US, 
adopted a statement including three demands - "that the sovereignty of 
human rights and independence of the people, particularly in Korea and the 
Philippines, be respected as...indispensable for justice and true stabilitiy 
in Asia...," "that the US and Japanese governments stop all policies which 
increase militarization and nuclearization in Asia...", and "that both 
governments reconsider their policies so that their methods of economic aid 
and investment towards Asians countries truly benefit the people, especially 
of Korea and the Philippines." 


83.12.43 ANCESTOR WORSHIP A two-day seminar for missionaries on ancestor 
worship was held in Kyoto under the auspices of the National Council of 
Churches of Japan's Japanese religions study center. Last March, a proposed 
Japanese Roman Catholic statement accepting veneration of ancestors as a 
natural part of human life brought a flurry of negative reaction and 

promise of a revision. Other Christians have expressed concern about the 
relationship between respect paid to ancestors and the political implications 
of a revived nationalistic Shintoism. 


83.12.44 NICARAGUA PEACE WITNESS An ecumenical coalition is arranging for 
"teams of US Christians" to go to the Nicaragua-Honduras border to "begin 

a continuous nonviolent and prayerful presence...to establish a human 

shiled to protect the people of Nicaragua from the violence of the US-backed 
counterrevolutionary forces." The first team, scheduled to depart 2 December, 
includes Baptist, Anglican, Mennonite, Quaker, Roman Catholic and 

Reformed (Presbyterian) representation. Among others, the advisory committee 
for the Witness for Peace group includes Joan Chittister, Thomas Gumbleton, 
Jorge Lara-Braud, Henri Nouwen, Avery Post, Rosemary Radford Ruether, 

Ronald J. Sider, Walter Sullivan, and Glen Stassen. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 83.12.45-50 


83.12.45 GENEVA DIOCESE REACTION Roman Catholic Bishop Pierre Mamie, 
whose territory includes Geneva, says he is "deeply surprised, disconcerted, 
and saddened" by the firm rejection by the leadership of the /Reformed/ 
National Protestant Church of Geneva of a proposal to make Geneva the 
headquarters of a Roman Catholic diocese /EPS 83.12.22/. Mamie said the 
Reformed statement describes the bishop in Raman Catholicism in a way 
Which is "unacceptable, for it corresponds neither to reality nor to the 
pastoral and theological affirmations of the Second Vatican Council." He 
added that the form and manner of the rejection "is striking evidence of 
the depth and seriousness of our divisions" which will be overcome only by 
“renewed determination to respect each other, prayer, and profound and 
serious theological work." 


83.12.46 WOMEN'S ROLE About a third (100) of the US Roman Catholic 

bishops and representatives of 13 Roman Catholic women's organisations 
(including the Women's Ordination Conference), attended a two-day workshop 
last month on the role of women in the church. Three bishops who appeared 
at a news conference said women's ordination is a "live issue" which ought 
to remain open to "theological inquiry and debate." ‘The three added that 
they accept the current Roman Catholic "discipline" which precludes women's 
Ordination. In September, the pope told a group of US bishops they 

Should withdraw "all support from individuals or groups who - epromoted the 
ordination of women to the priesthood." Joliet (Illinois) Bishop Joseph 
Imesch said the workshop doesn't mean the bishops support women's ordination. 
But, he observed, "I don't think the Holy Father said, 'Don't talk to women." 


83.12.47 SWISS BUDGET APPEAL The national leadership of Switzerland's 
three recognised churches - Old Catholic, Roman Catholic, and Protestant 
/Reformed and Methodist/, has complained to the government that its 
proposed 1984 budget continues to reflect a level of development aid 

church leaders criticised as inadequate earlier this year. The country's 
Seven major overseas development and aid agencies have submitted a petition 
with 206,000 signatures protesting the proposed spending levels. 


83.12.48 ANGOLA BISHOPS The Roman Catholic bishops of Angola have deplored 
"insecurity, hunger, exploitation, corruption, inter-tribal hatred, violent 
death, and other calamities" in the country. Their communique followed 
their meeting in Launda. 


83.12.49 UNORDAINED PASTORS A major debate at the 1983 biennial convention 
of the Lutheran Church in Malaysia and Singapore centered around whether 
unordained, fulltime, theologically trained church workers should be called 
pastors, and whether they should be eligible for election to clergy seats 
on the LCMS executive council. The denomination has 33 workers, 21 of whom 
(including seven expatriates) are ordained. | 


83.12.50 CYPRUS DEFENSE In the wake of last month's declaration of 
independence by the Turkish minority on Cyprus, the synod of the island's 
Eastern Orthodox Church announced it would donate 100,000 Cyprus pounds to 
begin a campaign to raise money to support the Greek Cypriot national 
guard. Financial support for the Greek Cypriots was also reported from the 
Greek /Eastern/ Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America and other 
Greek-American organisations. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Robert Nowell: "Letter from London" EPS 83.12.51 


One surprising thing about the Parkinson affair,when the world learned just 
before the Conservative Party conference in October that Sara Keays was 
expecting a baby by the former party chairman and then secretary of state for 
trade and industry, and that he had offered to marry her but changed his mind 
and decided to stay married to his wife,was the absence of comment from church 
leaders. 


True, Anglican Bishop John Bickersteth of Bath and Wells criticized the prime 
minister for not accepting Parkinson's resignation once he had told her of his 
affair, but he was promptly slapped down by Anglican Archbishop John Habgood 
of York. 


Yet at the time when the aftermath of this domestic tragedy was filling the 
front pages of the quality dailies, the Church of England was agonizing over 
the details of its proposed new system to allow the marriage in church of 
divorced persons. It was, in other words, actively concerned with the general 
problem of divorce and remarriage of which the Parkinson affair provided a 
particularly apposite example. What made the Parkinson affair "the Parkinson 
Affair" and caused all the political upheaval was the fact that in the end he 
decided to stick to the wife he had married 26 years earlier. A discreet 
divorce followed by marriage to the mother of his child would most probably 
have been no barrier to further political advancement. Indeed, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Nigel Lawson divorced his first wife to marry a woman who had 
already borne him a child, and that does not seem to have done his political 
career any damage. Quite a number of other government ministers are also on 
their second marriages, while the prime minister herself is married to a divorcé. 


This background of a society in which the problem is not so much how to stop 
marriages breaking up but coping with the problems that arise once they have 
done so helps to explain the comparative ease with which the CE general synod 
accepted the proposed regulations governing the marriage in church of divorced 
persons - regulations which a majority of clergy in some dioceses denounce as 
unworkable [EPS 83.11.25]. There is also the fact that the Church of England 
is merely giving the final seal of approval to what it has long accepted in 
practice. A divorced and remarried Anglican is received back into communion 
with little or no difficulty, and while under present regulations priests are 
discouraged from conducting the actual wedding ceremony - performed either at 
the registry office or by the neighbouring Free Church minister after the 
circumstances of the case have been inquired into - many of them are quite 
happy to conduct a service of blessing of the new marriage. 


But the problems remain. I know of one case of a woman feeling lonely and 
rejected after having been divorced. One solution would be to bring her into 
the life of the local Anglican parish. But active in the parish is her now 
remarried ex-husband and his second wife. And this kind of problem can prove 
even more intractable in the case of Roman Catholics whose first marriage has 
been declared null after several years of apparently normal existence and two 
or three children. 


Underlying the difficulties all the churches face over these questions is the 
mistaken assumption that to every problem there is a more-or-less neat solution. 
If there should be a conservative backlash in the field of personal morality, 
it will reflect a feeling that what the churches need to do is to warn people 
against landing themselves in impossible situations of this kind rather than 
trying to cope with the consequences once they do - though of course both 
warning and coping are needed. 

EPS 


ECUTEXT: ''Confronting Threats to Peace and Survival" ERS. B3s4t7isd2 


The following ts excerpted from the two matn sections "justice, peace and 
mtlttartsm" and "setence, technology and the human future" of one of the etght 
tssue group reports commended for study from the WCC Stxth Assembly. Other 
reports are excerpted as EPS 83.10.49, 91, and 119; EPS 83.11.19 and 32; 

and EPS 83.12.30 and 53, 


...Human beings have a right to live in security. This implies economic and 
social justice for all, protection and defence of life within a political 
framework designed to ensure this. It is legitimate for each nation to seek 
its own security and protection from outside attack, without endangering the 
security of other nations. 


Current concepts of national security are to be challenged where they conflict 
with the demands of justice, exceed the needs of legitimate defence, or seek 
economic, political and military domination of others. Prevailing doctrines 
of national security lead to the preparation for war becoming an almost 
permanent way of life for nations and societies. Military conditioning of the 
population, including children, distorts priorities in political, social and 
cultural planning, and often seeks to legitimize the systematic violation of 
human rights in the name of national security. 


This applies on the international plane also. So long as economic injustice 
prevails between nations, lasting international security cannot be achieved, 
either by collective defence systems or by negotiated weapons reduction alone. 
Only a common enterprise undertaken by all the nations of the world together 
can ensure dependable international security. 


No nation can achieve security at the expense of others, through seeking 
military superiority or interfering in the life of other nations. Deterrence 
or peace by terror should give place to the concept of common security for all, 
which includes people's security in each nation. 


Common security implies: respect for the legitimate rights of all nations and 
peoples; promoting mutual understanding and appreciation among cultures, 
religions and ideologies, through open communication, rejecting propaganda of 
mistrust and fear, and promoting confidence-building measures; broad inter- 
national cooperation in science and technology, economy and culture; conversion 
of all economies from military to civilian production; using and strengthening 
the United Nations Organization and other international institutions with 
similar objectives; promoting adequate international legislation and providing 
means for adjudication of international disputes and for implementation of 
decisions; making the machinery for peaceful settlement of international 
conflicts more effective.... 


Nuclear deterrence, as the strategic doctrine which has justified nuclear 
weapons in the name of security and war prevention, must now be categorically 
rejected as contrary to our faith in Jesus Christ who is our life and peace. 
Nuclear deterrence is morally unacceptable because it relies on the credibility 
of the intention to use nuclear weapons: we believe that any intention to use 
weapons of mass destruction is an utterly inhuman violation of the mind and 
spirit of Christ which should be in us. We know that many Christians and 
others sincerely believe that deterrence provides an interim assurance of 

peace and stability on the way to disarmament. We must work together with 
those advocates of interim deterrence who are earnestly committed to arms 
reduction. But the increasing probabilities of nuclear war and the spectre 

of an arms race totally out of control have exposed the cruel illusions of such 


faith in deterrence. 
(over ) 


ECUTEXT: Confronting/2 


.»-Science and technology are both forms of power, and can be used as forces 
deployed in the struggle for power. Certain forms of direct control are 
exercised through their social settings, e.g. academic and research insti- 
tutions, industrial enterprises and departments of governments. But the 
possibilities of other kinds of control vary. One cannot tell in advance 
what direction pure science may take, and freedom may here be the paramount 
consideration. Technology is more controllable, and it may be useful to 
categorize different technologies in terms of long-term and short-term 
benefits and disadvantages. 


In some countries, science and technology are centralized under government 
control. In all countries governments can exercise some control, but may 

be unwilling to do so, or may exercise it in destructive ways. Pressure 
groups can draw attention to the worst abuses. But both governments and 
pressure groups are part of larger socio-economic and cultural contexts which 
themselves may need fundamental changes if science and technology are to serve 
truly human ends. There is a task for the churches in criticizing 
expectations and priorities. 


A wide variety of consultative bodies with public participation can play an 
important role in developing guidelines for development in science and 
technology and in monitoring results. Scientists and technologists can also 
be helped to exercise more discerning control over their own activities. 

In particular: 


Science education must take social responsibility seriously; scientists in 
training must not become a separate élite, alienated from the cultural 
inheritance of their people and unaware of the social and ethical 
implications of their work. 


The freedom of scientific research and the free exchange of information are 
of the essence of science; scientists should be supported in their 
resistance to the growth of secrecy. 


The increasing number of organizations concerned with the deepening of 
conscientious awareness is an encouraging sign, and provides an area for 
common work between the scientific and religious communities. 


The document outlines three "key tssues for dialogue" - "technology experiences 
as destructive power", "appropriate technology", and "automation, micro- 
electronics and patterns of employment". It also discusses two "areas of 
particular concern" — "bioethics" and "energy options". Then it concludes: 


We mention only a few of the theological, ethical and social issues 

raised by science and technology. In the years ahead there will be many more. 
It 1s imperative therefore for the churches to set aside resources and develop 
appropriate structures to tackle such problems as: the power of technology 
over culture, the human and social consequences of the continuing technological 
revolution, criteria and structures for the social control of science and 
technology, and the new issues in the ongoing dialogue between science and 
faith. 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Struggling for Justice and Human Dignity" EPSie3ele.o3 


The following ts the concluding sectton of one of the etght issue group reports 
commended for study after the WCC Stxth Assembly. Other reports are excerpted 
as EPS 83.10.49, 91, and 119; EPS 83.11.19 and 32; and EPS 83.12.30 and 32. 


Recommendations to the churches for ecumenical action: 
Covenanting: 


(a) That the churches at all levels - congregations, dioceses/synods, networks 
of Christian groups and base communities - together with the WCC, enter into a 
covenant in a conciliar process to confess Christ, the life of the world, as the 
Lord over the idols of our times, the Good Shepherd who "brings life and life in 
its fullness" for his people and for all creation; to resist the demonic powers 
of death inherent in racism, sexism, class domination, caste oppression, and 
militarism; to repudiate the misuse of economic organization, science and 
technology in the service of powers and principalities, and against people. 


(b) That we ourselves make a clear covenanting commitment to work for justice 
and peace as it was made here in Vancouver by Central American and US delegates 
as a sign of clear resistance to any kind of oppression and as a step forward 
towards peace with justice. 


(c) That we reject the heretical forces which use the name of Christ or 
"Christian" to legitimize the powers of death. 


Spirituality 


(a) That churches explore forms through which Christian spirituality is 
manifested in the struggle for justice and human dignity. For this purpose, we 
call churches to cultivate and strengthen the spiritual life among the people, 
through prayer, Bible study and worship, making justice and human dignity an 
integral part of the churches" life. 


(b) That churches and Christians affirm the values which popular cultures, other 
faiths and ideologies contribute to people's common action in the struggle for 
justice and human dignity. 


Solidarity 


(a) That the churches be in solidarity with the poor, oppressed, and discrimi- 
nated-against, in order to empower their movements and organizations. 


(b) That in order to be in solidarity with those who are struggling to change 
unjust power structures, especially those who are victims of torture and other 
forms of violence, all churches increase their efforts of concrete action through: 
public exposure and denunciation of torture and all other forms of violence 
especially against women and children, including domestic violence and rape; 
assistance to victims and their families; the provision of material and legal 
aid to prisoners of conscience; prayer meetings of intercession and other 
expressions of public concern; providing sanctuary to refugees facing expulsion 
without due process of law; the establishment of effective international measures 
to protect refugees against attacks and "refoulement" and to assure them access 

to due process. 


(over) 


ECUTEXT: Struggling/2 


(c) That member churches demonstrate their international ecumenical solidarity 
in combating unjust economic structures, through theological reflection on the 
principles of work and human dignity, and on a new economic paradign aiming at 
a just, participatory and sustainable society; engaging in an intensive 
process of education of their members regarding the nature of oppressive 
economic structures and their own complicity in bolstering them; exposing the 
role of transnational corporations in buttressing unjust economic structures; 
in undergirding racist regimes, in exploiting women as cheap labour resources: 
and in using technologies which result in the expulsion of labourers from their 
jobs and thus create unemployment; a careful examination by churches of their 
investment portfolios and investment in alternative development and trading 
networks. 


Networking: 


(a) Churches must continue to consolidate and expand solidarity linkages and 
networks between North and South, especially among the "Southern" countries; 
and foster mutual dialogue between the Eastern and Western churches. 


(b) Churches are called to affirm their commitment to a process of continuous 
dialogue and mutual visitation, aiming at mutual support for their ministry and 
solidarity work. 


(c) Churches must contribute to efforts which promote confidence-building 
measures among governments in order to reduce tensions and create a favourable 
climate for healthy international relations. 


(d) Churches are urged to initiate regional commissions and/or programmes for 
the implementation of Human Rights. Such bodies prove to be very important at 
the international level in the support of people's struggles for their rights. 


(e) Churches are urged to deepen their understanding of the exercise of power 
for social justice, human liberation, and on matters of political ethics. For 
this purpose they should engage in an intensive process of education of their 
members regarding both the nature of the principalities and powers which 
exercise oppression and their own complicity in them. 


Financ ing 


(a) Churches are called to’ support the 2% Appéal as a tool for continuous 
solidarity with the poor, and for the Support of people's movements working for 
justice and human dignity. 

(b) In this regard, the Ecumenical Devélopment Cooperative Society (EDCS) 
created by the WCC in 1974 to use the investment capital of the member churches 


for the development projects of the poor and powerless, should be given a high 
priority. 


(c) Churches are urged to give concrete expression of their concérn’ for the 
work on human rights and social justice through increased financial commitment. 


(d) Churches are urged to continue and increase their support for the Special 
Fund of PCR. 


EPS 
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Some post-assembly resources 


@ THE OFFICIAL ASSEMBLY REPORT 
Edited by David Gill 


The story of an Assembly; “Jesus Christ — 
the Life of the World”; Issues for the 
churches and the WCC; The Future of the 
WCC; World affairs in ecumenical pers- 
pective; Appendices (including the reports 
of the Central Committee moderator, and 
the General secretary, and presentations on 
the theme by Theodore Stylianopoulos and 
Allan Boesak). 

Paperback, approx. 376 pp., approx. 
Sfr.26.50, US$12.95, £7.95. To be published 
December 1983. Will also be available in 
French, German and Spanish. 


@ ASSEMBLY HIGHLIGHTS COLOUR 
SLIDE SET 


A selection of 50 colour slides depicting a 
wide range of Assembly activities. 
Available October 1983. Price: Sfr.50.00, 
US$25.00, £7.50 


@& ASSEMBLY FILM 


A 30-minute 16mm film, depicting the 
symbols and stories of the Sixth Assembly. 
Especially designed for congregational use. 
Also produced as video tape. 

Price film: Sfr.375.00, US$185.00, £115.00 
Price video: Sfr.200.00, US$100.00, £60.00 
Available December 1983 

Audio Cassettes 


@ ASSEMBLY HIGHLIGHTS 

A 60-minute audio report. Price: Sfr.15.90, 
US$7.95, £4.75 

@ ASSEMBLY MUSIC HIGHLIGHTS 


A 60-minute cassette with a selection 
drawn especially from the worship life of 
the Assembly. Price: Sfr.15.90, US$7.95, 
£4.75 


@ ASSEMBLY OPENING SERVICE 


Featuring Archbishop Ted Scott, Dr Philip 
Potter, Ms Pauline Webb (preacher), litur- 
gy and music. Price: Sfr.15.90, US$7.95, 
£4.75 


CHURCH LEADERS PRAISE Ecumenical Press 
AMNESTY FOR MISKITOS Service 83.12.54 


MANAGUA (EPS) — Nicaraguan Moravian Bishop John Wilson says the decision of 
the Sandinista government [1 December] to grant amnesty to Miskito Indians 
accused of counter-revolutionary crimes is "something transcendental and 
historical". This, he says, is in accord with the principles of the 
revolution, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the will of God. 


Miskitos are an ethnic minority in Nicaragua. Their relationships with the 
National government were strained also before the Sandinistas took power in 
1979. Most of them are Moravians. 


Writing on behalf of CEPAD, an ecumenical relief agency in Nicaragua, Sixto 
Ulloa calls the amnesty "the culmination of a process of steps brought about 
through the Moravian, [Anglican] Episcopal, and [Roman] Catholic churches, 
the world christian community...many other interchurch groups, and of CEPAD. 


"We hope this act of pardon and generosity...has positive effects", he 
continues, "in harmony with national reconciliation as well as outside the 
country where it is necessary to stop the campaign undertaken by the US 
government to discredit Nicaragua with the obvious idea of preparing the 
conditions that justify an armed intervention, similar to that in Grenada... 
We will continue in prayer, asking our Lord for protection, illumination, and 
grace." 

EPS 
ANGLICAN-LUTHERAN Ecumenical Press 
COMMUNION URGED Service 83.12.55 


NEWBURY, England (EPS) - An official international gathering of Lutherans and 
Anglicans has urged the two traditions to continue moving towards "full 
communion" even if implications of the concept aren't yet fully known. Co- 
chaired by Canadian Anglican Primate Ted Scott and retired Swedish Lutheran 
Primate Olof Sundby, the group also included representatives from Enqland, 
Namibia, Norway, Tanzania, US, and FRG. 


The report from the group's five-day /28 November-2 December/ meeting says full 
communion goes "beyond sharing the same altar" and "implies a community of life, 
an exchange and a commitment to one another in respect of major decisions 

on questions of faith, order, and morals." Suggestions for jurisdictions 

of the two traditions in the same geographic area include "common worship, 
study, witness, evangelism, and promotion of justice, peace and love." 


Last year, US Lutherans and Anglicans established a relationship of "interim 
eucharistic sharing." An official European dialogue group involving the 

two has urged similar action there. The meeting here suggested that model 
be considered elsewhere "as a further step towards full communion where 
there is a commitment to that goal." 


The working group identified five areas where sufficient agreement needs to 
be shown before full communion could exist: church authority, the gospel 

and its implications, justification/salvation, sacraments, and the ministry 
and its ordering. Full communion, the group said, would including sharing 
sacraments "subject to such safeguards as ecclesial discipline may properly 
require," bishops from one tradition taking part in the consecrations of 
bishops of the other, the exercising of liturgical functions in each 

other's congregations, and setting up "recognised organs of regular consulta- 
tion and communication." 


In an address in London two days before the meeting here, /Anglican/ Archbishop 
of Canterbury Robert Runcie told the annual conference of the Lutheran 

Council of Great Britain that "the time has come for closer relations with 

the Lutheran churches". Citing the need to overcome misperceptions, Runcie 
said that in his experience Anglicans are "often surprised to discover that 

the Lutheran churches are heirs to a liturgical and spiritual tradition 

every bit as rich as the Anglican". 


EPS 


WOMEN, MARRIAGE, OBJECTORS Ecumenical Press 
DISCUSSED AT FINNISH SYNOD Service 83.12.56 


TURKU (EPS) - What its information center described as a "long and thorough" 
discussion of the possibility of ordaining female pastors took most of a 

day at the semi-annual session of the synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Church (SELK), here last month. The discussion, the center report added, 
"clearly demonstrated that the patience of those in favor...is drawing 
thig-s 


Any change of SELK policy would require a three-quarters synod vote in favor. 
Previous synod votes have produced majorities, but less than 75 percent, 

for the change. SELK Primate John Vikstrom, a supporter of the chanae, 
suggested that if the synod approves it at its meeting in May, the country's 
Ecclesiastical Act could be amended to give congregations the right to 

decide for themselves if they wish a female pastor. But some objected that 
such an arrangement would make women second-class pastors. 


Before the synod met, a magazine released a poll of SELK clergy: 44 percent 
were in favor of women's ordination, 42 percent opposed. Two percent 
expressed no opinion and 12 percent said it didn't matter to them one way 
or the other. Of pastors under 35, only a third were in favor. 


In another action, the synod rejected a proposal that Lutheran congregations 
arrange jobs for military conscientious objectors. It suggested that arranging 
non-combatant and non-military alternatives to service in the armed forces 

is more appropriately a state concern. 


The synod also went on record in favor of many proposals from a government 
committee for changes in the country's marriage legislation. One would 
make no-fault divorce possible, rather than attempting to assign all blame 
to one party or the other. However, the synod cautioned about some aspects 
of the proposals, which it said place too much emphasis on marriage as a 
relationship between two adults, to the detriment of children's and 
society's stake in it. 


EPS 


SA METHODISTS CONSIDER Ecumenical Press 
APARTHEID IMPLICATIONS SeLVICE G2'12. 3/ 


DURBAN (EPS) - This year's conference of the Methodist Church of Southern 
Africa has set the end of 1986 as the deadline for formation of geographic 
circuits (regional units). Currently, circuit boundaries are based mainly 
on race. (About a fifth of the million MCSA members are white.) 


However, the conference declined a resolution to take action against MCSA 

office holders who serve on bodies set up by the white-minority South 

African government as "instruments of control to buttress the apartheid 

regime". Rather, that and other proposals arising from last year's conference 
vote to condemn apartheid as heresy were referred for study and report next year. 


In other action, the conference voted to move toward granting independence to 
its districts in Namibia and Botswana. The MCSA Mozambique district is already 
self-governing. 


conscience in southern Africa as a first step towards negotiating a peaceful 
solution to conflicts in the region. Peter Storey was chosen to succeed 
Fremont Louw as conference president next year. 


EPS 


BACKGROUNDER: ‘FINANCIAL Ecumenical Press 
CRISIS' IN USA ECUMENISM Service 83.12.58 


NEW YORK (EPS/Tracy Early) - Other damage aside, the abrupt resignation of 
United Methodist Bishop James Armstrong as president of the [US] National 
Council of Churches [EPS 83.12.23] has given it an unhappy jolt at a time of 
financial crisis. 


Though some units of the council continue as usual, a crisis has developed in 
those dependent on "fair share" undesignated funds from the churches, and this 
has the effect of creating a crisis for the NCC as a whole. 


A presidential panel set up by Armstrong in 1982 is exploring new funding 
patterns to resolve the problem. But immediate needs had reached such a state 
that the NCC executive committee, at a session last month in Hartford, 
Connecticut, just before the governing board met [EPS 83.11.39, 40] called 

for an emergency meeting of communion and major agency heads within 60 days to 
seek answers. 


Armstrong was succeeded by the first vice-president, African Methodist 
Episcopal Bishop Philip Cousin. He serves on the presidential panel, and so 
can explain its thinking. But he is not as well known as Armstrong, and will 
have difficulty winning as much general support for the NCC or denominational 
support for the panel's corrective proposals. 


A basic NCC reality is that most income comes designated, and some NCC units 
without "cognate" agencies in the denominations find little comes designated 
for them. 


Of the 43 million US dollars received by the NCC in 1982, only 13.4 million 
came from member churches; the rest was from government, foundations, an 
independent fund-raising effort - CROP - of Church World Service, sales of 
NCC publications and so on. Not only do these other funds come mostly 
designated, but only 900,000 dollars of the denominations! gifts was 
undesignated. 


Inflation intensifies the pressure. In 1968, the denominations gave 
10.3 million, 600,000 of it undesignated. Nearly three times as much would 
be required for equivalent purchasing power today. 


Per member gifts to congregations almost keep pace with inflation, but larger 
proportions are now kept at the local level. Also, several NCC denominations 
have had membership losses. 


The problem is not new. Staff cuts in sizeable numbers began hitting the NCC 
around 1970, when many denominations also had to retrench. The number of NCC 
professional level staff dropped from 187 in 1968 to 110 in 1972. Some of 
the loss came from NCC units (Church Women United, for one) that left to work 
independently. But the NCC as a whole has suffered a continuing staff 
erosion; the total has now fallen to 85. 


Faith and Order, which until lately had two staff executives, can now afford 
only one. Last summer, the Commission on Regional and Local Ecumenism (CORLE) 
had to dismiss one of its two executives. The two staff members in Research, 
Evaluation and Planning had to go on a four-day week. 


The Jewish relations office continues on a precarious basis with the help of 
government aid for Holocaust education. Various NCC offices that existed in 
the past - such as one to spotlight world hunger and one to support 
reconciliation efforts in Northern Ireland - closed when special funding sources 
dried up. Most recently, loss of government grants ended a programme assisting 


black colleges. (more) 


BACKGROUNDER/ 2 


General Secretary Claire Randall has tried to get people working on a long- 
term resolution of the over-all problem, particularly in the presidential panel, 
but without contributing to an atmosphere of crisis. 


In 1979, she warned the governing board, "Unless something changes very 
dramatically soon, this will be the last time we will be able to make a 
balanced budget based on our present way of operating". Nothing changed very 
dramatically, and in 1982 a 400,000-dollar dip into reserves was required. 


Despite an immediate financial crunch last summer, however, the NCC executive 
committee meeting scheduled for 16 September was cancelled, with an 
explanation that there was not enough for the committee to do. When it did 
meet, 8 November, Don Manworren of Lowa, representing CORLE and apparently 
thinking a crisis atmosphere was needed to get people's attention, told 
committee members, "We cannot survive with this fiscal reality" 


Randall told the committee, "We need help". But at a press conference later 
she played down the seriousness of the situation. She emphasized that the 
problem concerns relatively small amounts of money, and said the NCC still had 
enough staff to do its basic work. 


A background consideration is that talk of financial crisis could reinforce 
calls for the NCC to alter its socio-political orientation, and NCC opponents 
could claim success in their attempts to cut its financial jugular, the focal 
point of recent attacks. 


The January 1983 Reader's Digest critique of the NCC was entitled, "Do You Know 
Where Your Church Offerings Go?" On 23 January, the CBS-TV "60 Minutes" 
attack presented a scene of worshippers making their offerings, and then 
artfully planted apprehensions that they might gullibly be giving money that 
would go to communist guerrillas to buy guns to kill missionaries. 


Critics whose views were reflected by Reader's Digest and "60 Minutes" are 
organized in the Institute for Religion and Democracy. In a fund-raising 
letter, its president, United Methodist Minister Ed Robb of Texas, begins: 
"Would it anger you to know your church contributions are often being used by 
groups supporting Marxist-Leninist dictatorships for propaganda against the 
kind of freedom we have in the United States?" 


Such attacks doubtless have some effect. But how much the policy orientation 
of the NCC affects it financially can be debated. Church World Service enjoys 
the best financial health of any NCC unit, though it co-operates in its relief 
and development work with governments communist as well as non-communist and 
takes other actions that enrage Robb and his colleages. On the other hand, 
some NCC critics consider Faith and Order one of its most significant parts, 
yet it remains one of the units in sorest financial distress. 


Other sectors of American Christianity, however, do seem to find ways of 
financing ever-expanding programmes. As NCC member churches have cut their 
overseas mission programmes, the Southern Baptist Convention and some other 
Conservative Evangelical groups have steadily increased theirs. TV evangelists 
thrive. Wealthy conservatives give generously to support various other 
religious activities with conservative orientation. 


As the experience of Church World Service indicates, funds can be raised for NCC- 
related programmes also. But putting together a plan to meet the needs of the 
NCC as a whole demands strong leadership very soon. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief ERS 89s92 259765 


83.12 59 LOGISTICAL MACDONALD Canada's Roman Catholic bishops have named 

a United Church of Canada minister and former government minister of 
communications as director of logistics for the papal visit to Canada 9-19 
September. David MacDonald is to be responsible for schedule, transportation, 
and lodging, as well as acting as liaison between the federal working group 
on the visit and host dioceses. 


83.12 60 AFRICAN BISHOPS DIE Two African church leaders are dead. In 
Namibia, Leonard Auala, emeritus bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Ovamboka- 
vango Church died at 75. He was the first head of the denomination after 

it received its independence from the Finnish Missionary Society in 1963. He 
retired in 1980. In Tanzania, Anglican Archbishop John Sepeku died at 76. 


83.12 61 GHANA CONGRESS The government of Ghana has called for a second 
congress of the country's churches to be held 27 December in Accra. The 
first congress met last June. Culture and Tourism Secretary Asiedu 
Yirenkyi said "everybody who loves this country," notably church people, 
must come forward to help solve its problems. Recently, the country's 
Roman Catholic bishops criticized government inaction in face of deterior- 
ating social conditions. 


83.12 62 ‘PUBLIC DEPRAVITY' New York Anglican Bishop Paul Moore has 
strongly condemned a discotheque with a church motif which has opened in a 
church building his diocese deconsecrated 11 years ago. In a letter to the 
New York Times, Moore said "the coarsest pornography has never made me as 
upset as this sick, pathological use of symbols sacred to millions of New 
Yorkers." Reportedly, the new owner spent 3.5 million US dollars to restore 
and decorate the building. Dancers move in a setting of pews, stained 

glass windows, a stone cross, and altar. Scenes from the movie "The Ten 
Commandments" are flashed on a giant video screen. 


83.12 63 PAYMENT ORDERED Paul Oestreicher, assistant general secretary of 
the British Council of Churches, has been ordered to pay 30 UK pounds he 

had been withholding from his income tax to protest nuclear-weapons expendi- 
tures. The Anglican priest and Quaker said he would probably pay under 
protest, unless an important point of law could be decided on appeal. "I am 
not looking for martyrdom," he said. Last month, the Quakers began 
withholding one-eighth of the pay-as-you-earn income tax of 32 of their 110 
employees who object to nuclear-arms expenditures. 


83.12 64 EVANGELICAL PRESIDENT Moderator Salim Sahyouni of the Evangelical 
Synod of Syria and Lebanon was unanimously elected /2 December/ president 

of the Supreme Council of the Evangelical Community in Syria and Lebanon. 

He succeeds the late Ibrahim Dagher, who died last month. The council, 

which met in Beirut, is an administrative body which represents all officially 
recognised Evangelical churches in Syria and Lebanon in dealings with the 

two governments.. 


83.12 65 BAPTIST 'GUIDELINES' President James Draper of the /US/ Southern 
Baptist Convention says he thinks the denomination should establish doctrinal 
‘guidelines! and that people who cannot accept them "ought to.s.leave....We 

have to set some kind of parameters for Baptist belief," he said. "If we don't, 
people will end up believing anything they want." A strong element in the 
Baptist tradition is opposition to creeds, the Bible being considered sufficient. 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 83.12.66-/2 


83.12.66 'BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS' New York-based Religious News Service 
reports from Knoxville, Tennessee, that a survey of clergy in predominantly 
black US denominations found a "lower degree than expected" of "black 
consciousness", measured by such things as acknowledged influence of 

black and liberation theologians. However, clergy involvement in politics, 
and participation in civil rights activities met with 91 percent approval. 
Funded by the Lilly Endowment, the survey was directed by Lawrence Mamiya, 
a Vassar College sociologist of religion. 


83.12.67 BISHOPS ON PORNOGRAPHY Canada's Anglican bishops have urged 
their flock to "challenge those who profit from the multi-million dollar 
pornographic industry." Following a two-day closed session on the subject, 
Ottawa Bishop Edwin Lackey said that after looking at magazines and 
listening to resource people, "the reactions included anger, embarrassment 
and frustration." The pornography "was much worse than I expected." 


83.12.68 ZAMBIA GS LEAVING The "National Mirror," an independent Zambian 
Christian newspaper, reports that Christian Council of Zambia General 
Secretary Kingsley Mwenda has left the post he held since 1972. Quoting 
from his "circular letter sent to all ecumenical bodies," the newspaper 

says he refers to "those who have initiated the move" and "their directives 
to the CCZ. This is what it means to be poor because you can be manipulated 
the way rich people want." 


83.12.69 IRISH ECUMENISM Irish Roman Catholic Archbishops Tomas O Fiaich 
(Armagh) and Dermot Ryan (Dublin) say "ecumenism is not a luxury", but 
rather "an integral part of the work of reconciliation in fidelity to 
Christ....Not least it involves seeking to reach agreement in regard to 
those doctrinal and moral issues which at present divide us and prevent us 
from giving a united witness." The two prelates were reporting on the 
recent synod of bishops in Rome which they attended. 


83.12.70 SURINAME CONSTITUTION The Dutch news agency ANP reports that church 
leaders in Suriname have urged the speedy introduction of a constitution 
because without it "even the best programs are uncertain." They say uncer- 
tainty because of the lack of a constitution is causing "fear and anxiety" 

in the country. The declaration marked the eighth anniversary of Suriname's 
independence from the Netherlands. Since 25 February 1980 it has had a 
military government. 


83.12.71 HOSPITAL TAKEOVER The South African Defence Force has taken over 
full control of all medical and health services in the Owambo section of 
Namibia, the South African Council of Churches reports. With one exception, 
all the hospitals and clinics have been under Lutheran, Anglican, or Roman 
Catholic auspices. The SACC says press reports indicate the unofficial 
reason for the takeover is "fear that Swapo fighters are being given 
medical assistance and shelter" at the church-run facilities. The official 
reason is "the present plague" in the area. 


83.12.72 RC/CZECHOSLOVAKIA London-based Reuter news agency reports from Rome 
that a private meeting /2 December/ between Pope John Paul and Czechoslovak 
Foreign Minister Bohuslav Chnoupek "could lead to a breakthrough in what 

the Vatican sees as Eastern Europe's most troubled church-state relations." 


EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources EPS 83.12.73-75 
83.12.73 SEX DISCRIMINATION: A priest in the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden has 
been awarded 8,000 Swedish kronor after a national ombudsman late last month 
upheld her complaint of sex discrimination. Last summer, she was denied a 

post at a seminary in the diocese of Géteborg. Though she got the job after 
her appeal, it was first given to a man whose qualifications and 
educational background were considered by some to be inferior. The diocesan 
bishop is among the chief opponents of women's ordination, and unofficial 

leader of a recently-formed 'free synod’ within the denomination. 


83.12.74 HONDURAS REFUSAL: Honduras police forced [5 December] an Air Florida 
plane,which landed in Tegucigalpa with 68 US church women aboard, to fly them 
back to the US. The women had come to take part in "peace vigils" along the 
Honduras-Nicaragua border. The government said the women were refused entry 


because they planned political acts and had obtained their tourist visas under 
false pretences. 


83.12.75 POPE ON THEOLOGIANS: In an address to the Vatican's international 
theological commission [5 December] Pope John Paul charged that some theologians 
use their positions to "spread their personal doctrinal and pastoral opinions 
instead of the authentic doctrine promulgated by the supreme pastor and of 
bishops united with him". 


EPS 
ECUVIEW/Desmond Tutu: '"Mogopa Questions" EPS; 83). 12046 
The followtng ts excerpted from a longer statement. As of 7 December, EPS 


had no reports that the delayed removal of members of the Bakwena trtbe from 
thetr land tn Mogopa had taken place [EPS 83.12.32]. (South African Deputy 
Foretgn Minister [2 December] faulted a media "tmpresstion...of a South African 
government which ts acting in a completely tnhuman manner". He attributed 
controversy over the removal to tntra-tribal disputes.) 


...In Mogopa we held a moving vigil. We were all humbled by the quiet 
dignity of the people and their amazing lack of bitterness. They were 
actually in their prayers thanking God for his love for them. We were 
ministered to by them rather than we ministering to them. They have a 
remarkable record of striving for their human dignity. They are linked to 
the land where their ancestors are buried. 


It can never just be a matter of financial compensation. How can you 
compensate somebody for the mystical bond they have with their land? Would 
Afrikaners ever feel adequately compensated if someone were to expropriate 
the land on which the Voortrekker monument stands and who then demolished 
that monument? Would they accept its money value in exchange? 


The people are peace-loving to a fault and during the vigil their leaders 
reminded them of their resolutions to resist their removal but to do so 
without violence and with great dignity. 


If it is necessary for the security and happiness of white South Africa that 
a settled and prosperous community must be moved, why must it be just before 
Christmas, the feast in which Christians celebrate God's gift of himself in 
his Son, a feast which celebrates family and community life? Why should 
violence be done to a peaceful people just before the feast that commemorates 
the Prince of Peace? a 


We in the churches are implacably opposed to this vicious policy of forced 
population removals and we will stand by those who are its victims, calling 
on the authorities to stop all forced population removals immediately.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Rob van Drimmelen: ''South African Divestment Lessons" EPS 83.12.77 


The following ts excerpted from a presentation to a seminar last month 
sponsored by the Brtttsh Counetl of Churches. 


...Nowadays churches and the Christian religion do not have such a profound 
influence anymore on the political economy of our societies but they are still 
economic actors as shareholders, landowners, employers, etc. Through the 
debate on economic links with South Africa, churches were again confronted 
with their responsibilities in economic life. 


Secondly, the divestment debate has stimulated churches to look in a more 
fundamental way into the question of how to deal with their possessions. 

Some have found that they have been more syncretistic than they thought, 
combining Christian belief with faith in the God of Mammon. Are possessions 
only there to increase them or to protect them against a decrease in value or 
do we see other use for them as well? In other words: what distinguishes 
Christians from others when they deal with their possessions? What have we 
learned from the first Christian parish in Jerusalem in this respect? 


Besides these more fundamental points, churches have learned how economic 
Systems and processes can be instrumental in creating and fostering situations 
of injustice and oppression. Economic links with South Africa support and 
strengthen the position of the oppressive regime. But the same is true, with 
modifications, for the activities of transnational corporations (TNCs) with 
regard to other situations of oppression and injustice in the world. Although 
South Africa remains a priority for the churches (for obvious reasons), we 

have learned that it is not an isolated case when we talk about economic 
systems and structuralized oppression and racism.... 


It became clear that many captains of industry have a rather simple and 
optimistic belief in progress. Some seem to think: "seek economic growth 

and all other things shall also be given unto you". It fits in the same logic 
to strive for economic growth and to believe (it is indeed a belief since this 
thesis is often contradicted by the facts) that this will automatically lead 

to a just division of income and a democratic society.... 


Churches have through their discussions with industry, discovered that many 
managers have a rather inward-looking, personalistic and 'minimalistic' 

concept of responsibility. What managers do not allow themselves in personal 
life, is allowed within the corporate conscience (because of the "market 
requirements"). Corporate responsibility usually does not exceed the 
boundaries of the factory gate. The corporation is responsible on the micro- 
level of the activities: wage-policy, security on the workfloor, etc. The 
government and other public authorities bear the responsibility for the macro- 
effects of corporate behaviour. It happens, however, that public authorities 
also refuse to take up these responsibilities. In such cases a responsibility- 
vacuum is created which leaves the people directly affected carrying the burden. 


In the course of the discussions between industry and the churches it became 
clear that both discussion partners base their positions on different types of 
information; they have different points of reference and consequently different 
channels of information. TNCs tend to relate to the powers and principalities; 
they relate to governments and local elites. Churches, however, especially in 
the so-called Third World, have direct contacts with the grass-roots which 
usually constitute of the poor, the powerless and the oppressed. Because of 
their different positions, the different 'constituencies' of TNCs and churches 
can view certain developments in quite distinct ways.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Kung Chieh-wen: "A Defence of Christianity" EPS 83.12.78 


The following is excerpted from an article in the October issue of "Tian Feng", 
organ of the China Chrtsttan Counetl. The author desertbes himself as "a 
Christian and lover of our motherland". The ptece responds to one in "Shu 

Ling", a Shanghat monthly. It ts an example of one kind of dtalogue between 
Christians and those who questton the role reltgion can play tn contemporary China. 


...Comrade Wong Ding has hardly studied the Bible with any care before he gives 
himself the freedom to talk at great length about the "muddle-headedness" of the 
Christ whom all Christians regard highly. Only upon his death did he "possibly 


have a little awakening". This is insult and ridicule of other people's faith 
to a degree hard to bear. The writer goes on to refer to the resurrection as 
"a comic farce” and to the Christians' worship as "insanity". He has really 


gone too far. 


And he points out that religious people are of two types: the "fools" who are 
marked by muddle-headedness and the "swindlers" who are "certainly not muddle- 
headed", knowing full well that God is "someone they have invented on paper". 
Such a caricature of all religious people is in a true sense personal attack, 
showing no respect whatever for people's faith, lacking even in the minimal 
civil courtesy due to those holding another view. 


Let me inform Comrade Wong Ding in passing that it is not Marxism to regard 
religion simply as the product of the encounter between a fool and a swindler. 
Classical writers of Marxism have repeatedly pointed out that this is a 
bourgeois conception of the origin of religion. 


The trouble with Comrade Wong Ding's article and not a few other articles 
berating religion that I have seen in newspapers and journals, is the writers' 
subjective arbitrariness. They are not like Marx and Engels who went into 
religion in a profound way, understanding sympathetically and carefully the 
believers' mentality as they were drawn to religious faith. To make an ugly 
and foolish straw-man of religion, then to bombard it with quotations from 
Marx, Engels and Lenin, and then to declare the collapse of religion - what 
value can there be in such an exercise? 


For instance, there has appeared an article against religious adherence 

accusing religion of "denying the existence of the real world", "regarding the 
physical body as the graveyard of the soul", and "regarding any wish for 
improving material livelihood as the source of sin". Another writer describes 
the religious person as "not daring to look at colours, or to listen to sounds, 
or to think on matters not prescribed by scripture", and says that to believe 

in God is inimicable to socialism and opposed to the reliance for the building 
of New China on workers, peasants and intellectuals. Is it fair and matter-of- 
fact to describe existing religiosity in such horrifying terms? Lenin said 
once: "To ascribe obviously foolish thoughts to one's opponents and then refute 
them is a method persons not so clever are used to".... 


As far as I can see, while these articles may arouse the readers' curiosity in 
religion and perhaps sympathy for it, they certainly do not shake a bit the 
faith of the believers. On the contrary they intensify their feeling of being 
wronged and cause them to harbour a doubt about the religious policy and bring 
harm to the consolidation of the united front based on patriotism. 


It must be said,. however, that discussion on religious matters is not all of a 
piece. Especially since the criticism of ultra-leftism the approach 
characterized by basing judgement upon facts is gaining ground. This is 
something heartening and welcome. 

EPS 


ECUVIEW: ''How to Mark Waitangi Day 1984" EPS *83. 12779 


The annual marking in New Zealand of the 6 February 1840 Treaty of Wattangt 
which establtshed Pakeha (whtte) claim to what had been Maort (aboriginal) 
terrttory, has occastoned reservations and protests from some church and other 
quarters in recent years. This month, the ehurech and soetety commission of 
the Nattonal Counetl of Churehes in New Zealand issued "suggesttons to the 
churches at the local level" in connection with the observance: 


In whatever references you make to the treaty, whether you emphasize the good 
intentions of some of the participants or the cynicism of others, be honest 
about the consistent Pakeha failure to respect its promises.... 


In your prayers relating to the day, whatever other elements you feel 
appropriate for inclusion, include both repentance for the historical 
failures by which our present Pakeha society still benefits and Maori society 
still suffers injustice, and hope for the future change in our inter-cultural 
structured relationships. 


Encourage your congregation corporately or as individuals to send letters to 
Mr Elworthy, minister of lands, urging that the present official national 
observance of the day be radically changed by the elimination of the naval 
display of power, and by a worthy and equal Maori involvement in the occasion - 
or that the official observance be abandoned, at least for a period of years to 
allow a further widely shared discussion.... 


EPS 
ECUVIEW: "'Artificial' Generation of Life" EPS 83.12.80 


The following ts excerpted from a paper prepared by the [New Zealand] Inter- 
Church Counetl on Publie Affatrs, a body ineluding Angltean, Pentecostal, 
Disetples, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman Catholte, Salvatton 
Army, Quaker, and Eastern Orthodox representation. It appeared in full in 

"The Outlook", magazine of the Presbytertan Church of New Zealand. [In the 
text, AID = arttfictal tnsemtnatton by donor, and IVF = tn vittro fertiltzatton. ] 


Many of the legal and socio-moral aspects of both the AID and IVF processes need 
further study. While the implementation of both has meant that many childless 
couples have been able to experience the thrill and fulfilment of child-bearing, 
leading to the "good" result of the birth of a healthy child, there have been 
many "failures" and "losses" as well. From an ethical point of view a "good" 
result cannot be used to justify an ethically wrong or questionable process. 


Christians, whose ethics are determined by biblical principles will, for 
example, regard as abhorrent a process which artificially creates, and then 
deliberately destroys human life in a laboratory. Even more abhorrent would be 
the practice of nurturing "surplus" embryos for scientific experimentation, or 
to provide donors of cell colonies for the alleviation of certain human 
disorders, or for growing organs for use in transplant operations. The IVF 
process, and related medical technology, are gravely open to misuse.... 


When we tamper with the process of human procreation, we are dealing with some- 
thing so precious and essential that we risk dehumanising the intensely human 
experience of love, marriage, a loving and unifying sexual relationship, and 
family life. The bland and uncritical acceptance of AID and IVF may well have 
a subtle detrimental influence on our attitudes and values in respect to home, 
love, sexuality, marriage and family. 


The ICCPA believes that New Zealand is not ready for the introduction in any 


form of the IVF process,... EPS 


ECUVIEW: “Ecumenical Team Visits" EPS 83.12.81 


The following was prepared by Retnhtld Trattler from evaluattons of the 
ecumenteal team vistts undertaken tn 1982 and 1983 tn advance of the WCC Stxth 
Assembly. Altogether, there were 79 vistts tn 109 countrtes tnvolving 390 
visttors (ineluding 77 WCC staff members). A report on the vtstts and/or a 
summary of tt are avatlable to journaltsts on request to the WCC Vtsttatton 
Task Force. Trattler was WCC staff coordinator for the vtstts. 


It is evident that the team visits have gone beyond the beaten track of 
ecumenical travels. They have attempted to underline that every church, no 
matter how small and isolated, is important to every other church. In this 
way they have helped to make visible the inclusive nature of the ecumenical 
fellowship. They have also helped to overcome the notion that the WCC is far 
away from the churches or that it is "the elite of the churches". 


To many churches the visits provided an occasion to experience that they are 
members of the WCC. It also provided an opportunity to present the WCC as a 
whole and not just in the perspective of one or the other programme unit. 

This is important because the WCC continuously faces the problem of fragmen- 
tation in presenting itself. Very often in its activities, its comprehensive 
character or the totality of its ministry does not come through adequately. 


The teams also emphasized the spiritual and pastoral quality of the ecumenical 
fellowship, with ecumenical worship services and special celebrations being 
the highlights of many visits. They further manifested that the nature of 
this fellowship is most convincingly presented by representatives of the 
member churches themselves. They witness to the validity and importance of 
WCC programmes by making clear that these are rooted in the life of the 
churches themselves. 


In spite of some criticisms which mainly relate to organizational details and 
in spite of some warnings against overestimating the impact of the visits, 

the pre-assembly visitation programme comes out with overwhelmingly positive 
marks from all involved. However, the question of the cost of the programme 
has been raised within the WCC and outside. The programme has been financed 
from monies saved on meetings and consultations in the period 1982-83. Staff 
time was made available over and above these funds and so was the generous 
hospitality of the churches, which made for important savings. However, the 
true costs of the programme are difficult to assess, as the benefits of the 
experiment cannot be measured as yet. 


A continuing programme of ecumenical team visits could become an important 
instrument of ecumenical learning from and with the churches that might help 
to overcome the dichotomy between "programme" and "relationships", between 
"institution" and "movement" towards a more inclusive ecumenical community 
which serves the renewal of the whole church. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/C. S. Song: ''Doing Theology with Asian Resources" EPS 83.12.82 


The following appeared tn longer form in the August Ching Feng, quarterly of 
the Tao Fong Shan Ecumentcal Centre tn Hong Kong. 


It was a memorable communion service. The communion was celebrated not with 
a loaf of bread and red grape wine, but with a bowl of rice and crystal clear 
local "Green Bamboo Leaf" wine. It made a lasting impression on us, although 
it was for all of us the first time to receive cooked rice and transparent - 
wine from the Lord's table. 


But, why rice? The answer is obvious. Rice was our staple food during the 
days and weeks we were together for the seminar workshop. It is our staple 
food at home. It is also the staple food for the great majority of Asian 
people. So, the question must be: Why not rice? 


"God enters us as we eat rice together!" Rice brought God close to those of 


us assembled in the pagoda-shaped chapel on that "Hill of the Wind of Tao" 
(Tao Fong Shan). It enabled us as never before to "taste and see that the 
Lord is good" (Ps.34:8). In the rice we shared at the Lord's table we 
became part of the communion of suffering and hope Jesus brought into being 
through his cross and the empty tomb. 


That communion reminded us more strongly than ever before of the fact that 


rice is life. Rice is not merely the material substance we eat. Rice is 
life-substance. It is life-power. It embodies the sum-total of Asian 
humanity. The Thai rice farmer in a[popular modern Thai] folksong has 


grasped the sacramental meaning of rice. He pours his sweat, blood and 

life into planting rice and the rice grown and ripened nourishes in turn the 
life of those who eat it. Rice has this life-giving power. Is this not a 
Sacramental power? Is it by accident that he speaks of rice as "my body and 
my blood"? And what an astonishing invitation he issues: "Eat it! Do you 
find it - good?" Of course you find it good. How good a bowl of rice is to 
those hungry millions in Asia! We who ate the rice from the bowl set on the 
Lord's table found it extremely good. We seemed to hear Jesus speaking to us 
through rice farmers in Asia: "This rice is my body. Eat it. You will 
find it good." 


And we also drank "Green Bamboo Leaf" wine. Just as rice, bamboos are rich 
in meaning for the life of Asian people. Asia is blessed with abundance of 
bamboos. Asia without bamboos is less than Asia. Bamboos give Asia its 
beauty, poetry, vitality and tenacity. Small wonder Chinese painters have, 
throughout the centuries, devoted their genius to making bamboos alive with 
their brush - bamboos carrying the echos of nature and responding to the 
heartbeats of Asian humanity. 


But bamboos not only inspire Asian artists to be creative. They can also 
become a parable of resistance to the repressive powers that infringe upon 
people's conscience and trample down their humanity. 


The bamboos have cracked and fallen in the raging hurricane. We are all 
familiar with then. We are also familiar with the devastation of humanity 
by ruthless rulers. But the roots of the fallen bamboos remain firm and 
deep in the ground. In time new bamboo shoots will emerge, new stems will 
grow and new leaves will flourish.... 
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SHOPTALK 


This month saw the departure of four long-serving WCC staff 
members - Paul Abrecht (at the WCC since 1949), Reinhild Traitler 
(1969), Emilio’Castre (1972) 5 endeStwearteKind ma.ck19Z8 kr 

Ecuviews from three of them appear in this EPS. 


+ + + 


Cantribputors, 6. 'onis Crs ine.eae: 


Desmond Allen (.83) - correspondent, IPS news agency 

Charles Austin (.84) - associate editor, Religious News Service 
Dan Cattau (.85) - director, news bureau, Lutheran Council/USA 
Allan Boesak (.103) - president, World Alliance of Reformed 


Churches 
Ninan Koshy (.104,105) - director, WCC Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs 


Emilio Castro (.106) - director, WCC Commission on World Mission 
and Evangelism 
Stuart Kingma (.107) - director, WCC Christian Medical Commission 


Paul Abrecht (.108) - director, WCC Sub-Unit on Church and Society 


+ + + 


An appeal - "Brazil 'Noreste’ - Hunger and OroupitAekoas tures 
available to journalists on request to the WCC inter-church 
aid commission (CICARWS), Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


+ + + 


ITWISEP SOS 4257 ,Rohnet lest linevitot ethehtant Paragraph is 
missing. It is: Delegates also called for the release of 
ali prisoners of 


+ + + 


The last two EPS issues of 1983 will include the semi-annual 
index. From 1984, the index will be available annually and 
will not be mailed as part of the regular EPS subscription. 


+ + + 


The first EPS of 1984 will contain highlights from EPS’ first 
50 years. 


+ + + 


The second EPS of 1984 will contain a four-sheet "Photo Oikoumene.” 
After that, "Photo Oikoumene” (to appear approximately bi- 

monthly) will be mailed separately to photo users. EP Sawi ll 

advise subscribers of photos - especially news photos - as they 

are available. 


JAMAICAN CHURCH REPS URGE ~ Ecumenical Press 
NEW ELECTORAL SYSTEM, VOTE Service 83.12.83 


The following ts adapted and abridged from a report from Rome-based IPS news 
agency. 


KINGSTON (EPS/Desmond Allen) - The powerful Council of Churches in Jamaica, 
moving to resolve a major political crisis triggered by an opposition boycott 
of snap general elections 15 December, has urged the government to call fresh 
elections as soon as electoral reforms are completed. 


The council position was contained in a statement issued following an emergency 
executive meeting [6 December]. It says the government of Prime Minister 
Edward Seaga should do "all in its power" to complete a new electoral system. 
"We appeal to the government, in the interest of democracy and the nation, to 
call another general election as soon as possible, to be conducted under the 
new electoral system", the statement adds. 


The council groups the largest denominations and church-related organizations 
on the Caribbean island. 


The opposition People's National Party (PNP), which has shared parliamentary 
power with Seaga's Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) since 1944, boycotted the 
elections. 


PNP leaders say holding the polls before completion of the reforms would 
breach "a solemn pledge" by the JLP. Both parties have been meeting since 
1981 at the level of an electoral commission to fashion the new system 
which includes photo-identification, thumb-printing and compilation of a 
new voters list. 


Seaga said the snap election decision was taken because of PNP call for his 
resignation as minister of finance, one of the prime minister's many portfolio 
responsibilities. The resignation call created a "crisis of confidence" 
in his government, said Seaga. 


Fifty-four of the 60 JLP candidates registered for the elections were unopposed 
on nomination day, 29 November. The party has therefore been re-elected by 
default to a new five-year term. The Council of Churches says it is not 
desirable for the country to be without a parliamentary opposition. 


It notes that on nomination day several independents and representatives of 
small parties were prevented from handing in nomination papers by political 
thugs. Further, there is "a marked change in the society from one of relative 
calm and unity to one of growing tension, polarization and disunity", it says. 


The council says it intends to seek early meetings with both Seaga and PNP 
leader Michael Manley "in an attempt to arrive at a consensus as to the way 
forward". 


The Council includes Anglicans, Baptists, Roman Catholics, Methodists, 
Presbyterians and Congregationalists (United Church of Jamaica and Grand 
Cayman), Moravians, the Salvation Army, and the Disciples of Christ (Christian 
Church). Other members are the African Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), Operation Friendship (a social outreach 
organization), Church Women United, the YMCA, YWCA, Student Christian Movement, 
and the Bible Society of the West Indies. 
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CHURCH ROLE IN BROADCASTING Ecumenical Press 
REVLEWED AT USA CONFERENCE Service 83.12.84 


The following ts abridged and adapted from a report by New York-based Reltgtous 
News Service. 


FORT LAUDERDALE (Florida, US) (EPS/Charles Austin) - After years of enchantment 
with radio and television, a growing number of church leaders involved in 
broadcasting are questioning the ways in which those media have been used to 
spread the Christian message. 


At the annual meeting of the North American Broadcast Section of the London- 
based World Association for Christian Communication, there were no plans to 
abandon radio and television as means of proclaiming the gospel, but the form 
of that proclamation came under close scrutiny. 


"Is the gospel in danger of being assimilated into the worldly media?" asked 
Donald Shriver, president of Union Theological Seminary in New York, who 
delivered the keynote address to the more than 200 participants in the meeting. 
"We need to distinguish between our values and the values of the culture 
reflected in the mass media", Shriver said. "Are we really teaching each 
other how to recognize the friends and enemies of the gospel?" Shriver 
suggested that television could cause ministers to "take their attention from 
the congregation that is actually present at worship" and said that "the local 
church itself is the first medium of Christian communication". 


Ben Kaufman, religion writer for the Cincinnati Inquirer, told the group that 
main-line churches are unable to compete with the major television evangelists 
because "you don't have the bucks". 


Most persons here are involved in producing radio and television programs and 
advertising for their denominations and religious orders, and there is growing 
concern that deregulation of the broadcast industry will drastically reduce the 
time local stations give to religious programming. For many broadcasters in 
the WACC, the electronic media are not primarily tools of aggressive 
evangelism, but a means of sharing information and rather gently laying before 
the public messages about the church, its members, and its concern for the 
world's problems. 


George Conklin of the Pacific School of Religion in San Francisco, said, ''We 
are a thin line, the religious community in the face of the telecommunications 


giants. We face the risk of becoming jaded or wholly joining the industry and 
being corrupted by their values." Yet, like other speakers, Conklin urged 
more, not less, involvement in broadcasting. "We don't want future historians 


to say the church slept through the great communications revolution", he said. 


One aspect of that revolution is the expansion of cable television in the 

United States, and many of the programs on display here were created for local 
cable channels. Kaufman was critical of the increasing attention the churches 
have been giving to cable television. "What do you accomplish", he asked, 

"if you get people to stay home and watch religion on television? The more 
people stay home, the less we have to deal humanely with one another in person." 
Though the potential audience for cable programs is great, there is no way of 


accurately determining who actually watches the hundreds of cable channels, he 
said. 


But church producers involved in the cable industry say its strong point is the 
fact that it is a thoroughly local medium. "Cable is not only Home Box Office 
and the sports channels", said William E. Guilford, who directs programs for 
the Oklahoma Conference of Churches. "Tt is local programming." Like many 
religious broadcasters, Guilford produces shows that are shown several times 
weekly on cable channels in his state. 


EPS 


POPE IN HISTORIC VISIT Ecumenical Press 
TO ROME LUTHERAN CHURCH Servi cesses ilene 


ROME (EPS/Dan Cattau) - Pope John Paul walked into Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church here Sunday evening (11 December) as the bishop of Rome visiting a 
neighbouring church, but he made history as the pope. 


John Paul, wearing a simple white cassock with a red stole, told an estimated 
500 people at the German-speaking church that "we desire unity, we work for 
unity". The pope preached in German and led the congregation in the Lord's 
Prayer and the Apostles' Creed. He is the first pope to preach at a Lutheran 
church. 


Before the pope's visit, the congregation had seemed to downplay the importance 
of the service by saying the pope was simply coming as the "bishop of Rome". 
But, as many observers noted, John Paul is the pope and anything he does, even 
on the local level, becomes an international event. An estimated 100 news 
media representatives covered the service. 


The pope entered the neo-Romanesque church without much fanfare, which by papal 
standards means no loud, prolonged applause or shouting. The pope, though 

tired from a busy day that included eight papal audiences and a three-hour 

visit to a Roman Catholic parish earlier in the day, warmly greeted parishioners, 
stopping and chatting with those standing on each side of the aisle. Two people 
kissed his ring. 


John Paul bowed before the crucifix above the altar and then took a seat in a 
chair alongside Christoph Meyer, pastor of the congregation. Some Italian 
observers pointed out that the two chairs were the same height, and the pope 

in general behaved as another pastor might on such an occasion. Both preached 
in the elevated pulpit that has figures of Jesus and four disciples around it 
plus the words in German: "God's word with us in eternity". 


The pope kept to an Advent theme in his sermon: "We are now approaching the 
year 2000. We find ourselves in a time of a new advent, a time of expectation." 
Then he made a strong plea for Christian unity: 'I have come (here) because in 
our time the spirit of God has pointed us towards the search for full unity 
among Christians through ecumenical dialogue." 


Meyer's sermon was a more indirect plea for unity. He had created a small 
controversy before the visit by implying the pope invited himself to the church, 
and by saying that the pope's visit in no way was intended to recognize papal 
authority. The service also was criticized by some Italian Protestants, 
particularly Waldensians, who called the visit a "public gesture... to conceal 
a void" in the pontiff's ecumenical work. 


But the worship service, which did not include the eucharist and was well within 
Vatican rules governing ecumenical services, went without any apparent hitches. 
Meyer spoke the only Italian word in the all-German service by referring to the 
pepe—as—santita’’ or “holiness". Horst Schlitter, a 55-year-old German | 
journalist who is head of the church council, referred to John Paul as “holy | 
father'' in his opening words of welcome. Schlitter also went out of his way to 
clarify that the congregation invited the pope to the church in November 1982. 
The pope announced he had accepted the invitation in mid-November of this year. 


The international Lutheran community kept a low profile on the visit. Eugene 
Brand, interim secretary for interconfessional dialogue and ecumenical research, 
was a Lutheran World Federation "observer" at the service. Klaus Kremkau, who 
is with the office for foreign relations of the Evangelical Church in Germany, 
attended as an official representative. Aloys Klein, staff executive of the 
Vatican's Christian unity secretariat, said after the service that the pope in 
the visit "is telling his priests and bishops that they should do the same". 
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ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 83.12.86-94 


83.12.86 UGANDA ECUMENISM Several Uganda denominations have formed an ecumenical 
discussion group on the state-owned radio and television. Nairobi-based Africa 
Church Information Service reports that the joint effort "is a sign that the 
churches are determined to forge closer co-operation and understanding among their 
followers". It adds, however, some government officials are unhappy about it. 
One reportedly criticized the programmes as boring and "merely theorising about 
matters of going to heaven instead of motivating people on how to produce more 
food". ACIS reports other ecumenical signs in the country - collaboration in 
Bible translation, a common religious education syllabus, and joint meetings with 
government leaders to discuss national issues. There are about 14 million 
Ugandans. Four-fifths of them are counted as Christians - about half Roman 
Catholic and about a quarter Anglican. 


83.12.87 SOVIET BAPTIST Swiss-based European Baptist Press Service reports the 
third in a series of meetings between representatives of the All-Union Council of 
Evangelical Christians-Baptists and separately-registered local Baptist groups 
took place in Moscow 3 December. The separately-registered groups have adopted 
the name "Independent Churches, Evangelical Christians-Baptists". 


83.12.88 HONDURAS BISHOPS Honduras' seven Roman Catholic bishops issued 

[6 December] a five-point statement urging dialogue as the only way to avoid war 
in Central America. They added that East-West conflict should not be used to 
justify armed conflict in the region. Earlier, the bishops declined to support 
a peace vigil planned by North American women, who were refused permission to 
enter the country [EPS 83.12.74]. 


83.12.89 JACKSON ENDORSEMENT President T. J. Jemison of the National Baptist 
Convention USA, Inc. says he will support the presidential campaign of Jesse 
Jackson, an NBC minister, with "word, deed and dollar". In addition, NBC 
General Secretary W. Franklyn Richardson says the NBC will hold a "ministers' 
summit" in Memphis [19 December] in support of Jackson, and that "our 30,000 
congregations will be used as an infrastructure to establish local organizations 
on behalf of Jesse's campaign". A condition for tax exemption for US religious 
groups is that they do not "participate in or intervene in...a political campaign 
on behalf of any candidate for public office". 


83.12.90 SCOTLAND ECUMENISM A [Reformed (Presbyterian) ] Church of Scotland 
team has made a film to promote vocations to the Roman Catholic priesthood. 

An announcement from the Catholic Press and Media Office in Glasgow calls the 
coloured video "yet another successful ecumenical exercise" between Scotland's 
two largest denominations. 


83.12.91 USSR BELIEVERS London-based Reuter news agency reports from Moscow 
that "Soviet life under Yuri Andropov has become a lot tougher for many religious 
believers, according to westerners who monitor eastern bloc religious 
persecution". 


83.12.92 AMNESTY PETITION London-based Amnesty International says it has 
collected more than 1.2 million signatures on a petition calling for the release 
of all political prisoners. The petition marks the 35th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights [10 December]. Among its endorsers are 
the pope, the Islamic Council, and the World Jewish Council. 


83.12.93 JAPANESE BIBLE Publication of an ecumenical translation of the Bible 
into Japanese is scheduled for March 1985. Work began in 1972. 


83.12.94 BACKMAN OBIT Executive Secretary Karl-Olof Backman of Swedish Free 
Church Aid was among those who died in the Madrid plane crash 27 November. 


He was on his way to Latin America. EPS 


ECUPOINTS: News in Brief EPS 83.12.95-102 


83.12.95 UNEMPLOYMENT ACTION In Liverpool, England, the unemployment rate 
is nearly 30 percent. Following announcement of plans to close a biscuit 
factory there and idle another 2,000 workers, the city's Anglican bishop 
and Roman Catholic archbishop (Davie Shen cuted and Derek Worlock) have 
jointly urged the owners to consider possible alternatives. 


83.12.96 OSLO SERVICE An ecumenical service in the Lutheran cathedral in 
Oslo marked the award of the Nobel peace prize to Polish labour leader Lech 
Walesa. Attended by Walesa's wife Danuta and son Bogdan, the service was 
conducted by the cathedral dean and Oslo's Lutheran and Roman Catholic 
bishops. Also participating were representatives of the country's Baptist, 
Methodist, Lutheran Free, Orthodox, and Mission Covenant denominations. 


83.12.97 OLD CATHOLIC WOMEN The International Old Catholic Bishops 
Conference has approved a proposed ordination rite for male deacons. The 
proposed rite for women was judged not totally adequate. The conference 
authorised local bishops to license women for diaconal service in the local 
church. 


83.12.98 SRI LANKA WOMEN ory Lanka has its first female ordained ministers. 
Two women - Malar Chinniah and Ariamalar Vythilingam - are among four new 
Methodist ministers ordained last month in Colombo. 


83.12.99 ANGLICAN/LUTHERAN The third round of official US Anglican-Lutheran 
theological dialogue began /4-7 December/ near Chicago. Main topic, the 
chief sticking point as the two traditions move toward full communion, is 
the ordering of ministry, including the "historic episcopate." Participants 
expressed optimism that the different approaches can be dealt with in a way 
which reflects concerns of both sides, and which could be a model for 
Anglican-Lutheran relations in other parts of the world, and ecumenical 
relations in general. Co-chairing the dialogue are Epistemal Bishop 
William Weinhauer (Western North Carolina) and Lutheran Church in America 
Bishop Paul Erickson (Illinois). Weinhauer preached and Erickson presided 
at a joint celebration of the eucharist at the end of the session. 


83.12.100 BWA DAY The Washington-based Baptist World Alliance has announced 
a free packet of materials to help "celebrate your unity with the family of 
33 million Baptists" on BWA Day, 4-5 February. 


83.12.101 BRAZIL EVANGELIZATION CONGRESS A week-long "Brazilian Congress 

on Evangelization" drew 2,100 Evangelical leaders from 80 denominations to 
Belo Horizonte according to an announcement from the organisers. They 

report Brazilian Presbyterians and Baptists accounted for 45 percent of the 
attendance, and Pentecostals (Assemblies of God and Foursquare Gospel) 8 
percent. Congress president was Brazil World Vision Director Manfred 
Grellert. The group's announcement notes the absence of official representa- 
tives from the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) and the Confraternity 
of Evangelicals in Latin America (CONELA), "although participants from 
churches related to both groups were present." 


83.12.102 FEMALE CIRCUMCISION Kenneth Matiba, Kenyan minister for culture 
and social service, says the government will not licence any medical 
Practitioner to carry out female circumcision, common among some Kenyan 
tribes. Speaking to a workshop sponsored by the National Christian Council 
of Kenya, Matiba urged the church to continue preaching against the practice. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Allan Boesak: "Nothing Positive in Apartheid" EPS 83.12.103 


The following ts excerpted from the main address given earlter thts year at the 
launching of the Untted Democratic Front, a South African coalttton tneluding 
church groups formed to oppose, among other things, new constituttonal 
arrangements approved last month by the country's whtte minortty [EPS 83.12.05]. 


...People ask me "Why do you not see the positive side of apartheid?" For 
those of us who are black and who suffer under this system, there is no positive 
side. How can apartheid be positive when in the name of Christianity it spawns 


policies which cause little children to die of hunger and malnutrition, which 
break up black family life, and which spell out a continuous hopeless death for 
millions of black people? 


How can apartheid be positive when it keeps part of South Africa's children 
manacled in the chains of unfreedom and the other part.in the chains of fear? 
Even so, the time has come for white people to realize that their destiny is 
inextricably bound with our destiny. They shall never be free until we are free. 


People who think that their security and peace lie in the perpetuation of 
intimidation, dehumanization and violence are not free. They will never be free 
as long as they have to lie awake at night worrying whether a black government 
will one day do the same to them as they are doing to us when white power will 
have come to its inevitable end. What is positive about the government's 
constitutional proposals? Let me repeat the reasons why we reject these 
proposals: 


- Racism, so embedded in South African society, is once again 
written into the constitution. 


- All the basic laws which are the very pillars of apartheid 
remain untouched and unchanged. 


- The homelands policy, which is surely the most immoral and 
objectionable aspect of the apartheid policies of the 
government, forms the basis of the wilful exclusion of 80 
percent of our nation from the new political deal. 


- Clearly the oppression will continue, the brutal break-up 
of black family life will not end. 


The proposals may mean something for those middle-class blacks who think the 
improvement of their own economic position is the highest good. They will 
not bring any significant changes to the lives of those who have no rights 
attarire e. 


The new proposals will make apartheid less blatant in some ways. It will be 
modernized and streamlined, and in its new multi-coloured cloak it will be less 
offensive to some. Nonetheless, it will still be there. Apartheid is a 


thoroughly evil system and cannot be modified, modernized or streamlined. 
It must be eradicated.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: "The Situation in Grenada" EPS 83.12.104 


The tnternattonal affairs directors of the World and [US] Nattonal Councils of 
Churches visited Grenada and some netghbouring islands [25 November-3 December]. 
Whtle there, they met with leaders of the Caribbean Conference of Churches, 
other church leaders, and politteal and trade unton leaders (tneluding Grenada 
Governor General Paul Seoon, Acting Chatrman Nicholas Brattiwatte of the Grenada 
Interim Counetl, and close colleagues of the assassinated Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop). The NCC vtsttor was Dwatn Epps. 


Several elements have to be seen together in analysing the developments in 
Grenada which led to the US-led invasion of the island. They include: 

(1) a genuine popular movement aiming at social transformation and which had 
significant achievements within a short time; (2) the misgivings and reactions 
it produced in some neighbouring Caribbean states and in the US and the latter's 
attempts to destabilize Grenada by measures including attempts to block aid from EEC 
countries; (3) resultant dependence on Cuba and East European states for 
economic and military aid; (4) betrayal of the social revolution by an ultra- 
leftist group; (5) the shock in the island by the mass killings and the 
assassination of the popular leader of the revolution Maurice Bishop and some 

of his associates; (6) the US invasion of the island making use of the 
opportunity with the support of some of the neighbouring states. 


It is true that people in Grenada who have still not fully recovered from the 
trauma of the events were prepared to welcome the US without necessarily 
bothering about either the long-term consequences or the wider implications of 
the US invasion. The small island community had been deeply wounded and 
fragmented. The Caribbean Conference of Churches which strongly criticized 
the US-led invasion sent a message to the Grenadian churches expressing 
appreciation of the feelings of the Grenadian people. The widespread condem- 
nation of the US action is understood in the island but the Grenadians say that 
their condition just prior to the US invasion was little known outside. 


The reactions of bodies like the World Council of Churches from a global and 
international perspective and also taking into account the concerns of churches 
in situations which may appear to be parallel were explained to the Grenadian 
churches. But further discussion is needed along these lines and the inter- 
national ecumenical community has a pastoral duty towards the Grenadian churches 
and the churches in the region and the differences in perceptions have to be 
recognized. An ecumenical team visit to the area is being considered by the 
CCC and the WCC. 


The churches in Grenada had been ambivalent in their attitude to the New Jewel 
Movement's government. In the beginning some cooperation was extended. But 
there was no fruitful dialogue in the latter part when the churches became more 
critical of some of the policies of the government. One may say that 
opportunities for cooperation were missed by both sides. Today the churches in 
Grenada have a more difficult task as they witness in the new situation both in 
terms of its emergency character and in its importance for the future of Grenada. 


More details are now available about the inner-party struggle in the New Jewel 
Movement and all evidence leads to a betrayal of the movement by an ultra-leftist 
group which ignored the objective conditions of the country and its people. 

There is still lack of clarity about the process by which the US made the 
decision to invade, the timing of the decision, and the role of some of the 
neighbouring Caribbean states. Much will depend on how the US acts now in 
Grenada and how and when it withdraws. The present administration is virtually 
run by the US and the transition to an elected government is not going to be easy. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: "Human Rights in Asia" EPS 83.12. 105 


The following ts excerpted from a presentatton to an NGO conference on human 
rights. It met in Geneva 6-9 December tn connection with the 35th anniversary 
of the Untversal Declaratton of Human Rights. The meeting was chatred by. 
Niall MacDermot, secretary-general of the Internattonal Commtsston of Jurtsts. 
Koshy outlines three "broad categortes" of Astan governments today - "milttary 
government... ctviltan government which etther totally or constderably depends 
on the milttary... [and] government whteh has a democratte framework, but 
because of tnternal and external factors, through a series of constttuttonal 
amendments and restrictive legtslattve enactments, human rtghts are curtatled". 
Then he conttnues: 


...One characteristic of all these categories is the use of states of emergency. 
A state of emergency is a justifiable constitutional provision for any country 

to ensure the survival of a state. But in Asian countries there is a consistent 
pattern of misuse of such provisions. The provisions have been invoked to 
protect a particular regime or a particular leadership considering challenges to 
them as threats to national security. In general, emergencies have led to gross 
violations of human rights - anonymous arrests, secret detentions, disappearances, 
extrajudicial killings and the systematic practice of torture. There has been 
widespread misuse of emergency powers. The measures have been out of proportion 
to threats or perceived threats to internal security and the removal of all 
judicial control permitted widespread and gross violations of fundamental human 
rights by the forces whose duty is to ensure them. 


The regular recourse to emergency and martial law have resulted in militarization 
all over Asia. This has several distinctive characteristics. There is the 
pretext of political stability and national security. There is the increase of 
military forces and proliferation of paramilitary forces. There are inter- 
national links through arms trade, trade in the technology of repression and 
exchange of intelligence information. 


Another disturbing trend is national security legislation. These enactments 
called "national security act" or "internal security act" have common features 
and similarities. They often have the same language and terminology. Most of 
them are severe in the provisions and some of them most draconian, as is the 
case with some Prevention of Terrorism Acts. 


In the sequence of political developments in several Asian countries, first the 
security argument is introduced, then comes emergency or other ways of 
curtailing human rights, and finally comes the development argument, i.e. that 
all this is for development. This is usually an after-thought, but it is much 
trumpeted. The concept of development is entirely growth-oriented; there is 
no consideration of justice or self-reliance or participation by people. 


This is the type of development that demands investment climate and law and 
order, and invites transnational corporations with open arms. This encourages 
neocolonialism. It has to be pointed out that international institutions like 
the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank have contributed to this 
process. Development is presented as if there is a dichotomy with human rights 
instead of affirming that the right to development, in the true sense of the 
word, is itself one of the important human rights.... 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "Conversion" EPS S35e12.106 


The following ts excerpted from the July tssue of the WCC journal "Internattonal 
Revtew of Mtsston". 


-..Trust in God's own katros - God's own time - should help us to come to terms 
with our impatience, which can degenerate into an imposition on the weakest of 
our society. All these warnings, however, should not distract Christians from 
the central fact that to be Christian is to be in a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 


Conversion will always be an ambiguous phenomenon because it happens in the realm 
of human life and historical reality. There are no final claims to be made by 
Christians, there are no final pretensions for us; the basic attitude is to 
point to Jesus Christ with the hope that, by contemplation of the crucified one, 
the non-pretentious, non-crusading, non-imperialistic character of our evangelism 
can be understood. 


The word conversion - to turn around - is used especially in the Old Testament 

for calling the whole people, the nation, to change its ways. While there are 
some examples of personal conversion, generally the emphasis is on collective 
conversion. The sins of Israel are those that need to be repented in order to 
overcome the historical judgement looming on the horizon. In fact, we are social 
beings, we are influenced by and do ourselves exert influence on the total 
community. 


Inside the Covenant relationship between the people of Israel and God, this call 
to turn back - even to turn forward - was a call to fulfil God's will, to live in 
God's love, to respect God's law. The broken relationship of the Covenant needed 
to be restored by a public act of repentance of the people, accompanied by a clear 
manifestation of a change of loyalties in their daily life. This prophetic call 
to repentance and change remains the responsibility of the church vis-a-vis the 
total community. Like every individual, the community, too, needs moments of a 
new beginning, of a common awareness, of a rejection of the paths of yesterday, 
and the opening of a new period of hope and construction. 


In nations that were permeated long ago by Christian teaching and tradition, the 
call to national conversion reflects a situation very similar to the Old 
Testament - the church, the prophet, reminding the community of the central 
values of God's justice which prevailed in the attitude of the founders of the 
nation, values which need to be brought back to the centre of the attention and 
loyalty of the whole community. Whether it is in South Africa, calling white 
Christians to repent of their racist ways; whether it is in socialist countries, 
calling for an affirmation of the eternal value of the individual person - the 
church's vocation involves an evangelistic proclamation of repentance and change 
of the whole community. 


The church that evangelizes, inviting people to faith in Christ, will give 
clarity to its call if, simultaneously, it shows in its internal life the signs 
of the new life and publicly calls the whole community to turn to the basic 
demands of God's justice. In particular today, a church that is not concerned 
with the gap between rich and poor among the nations, the question of nuclear 
peace, racial equality and a community of love and respect between man and woman, 
a church that is silent vis-a-vis these and other challenges of our present 
human situation, will have much difficulty in being credible when it announces 
the gospel of the kingdom of God, inviting people to repent and to enter into the 
service of that kingdom.... 

EPS 


ECUVIEW/Stuart Kingma: "What is 'Christian' Health Care?" EPS 83.12.107 


The following ts the coneluston of an article whitch ts to appear tn upcoming 
tssues of "Contact", and "Reformed World", publtshed by the WCC Chrtsttan 
Medtcal Commisston and the World Alltance of Reformed Churches respectively. 


That of course is an age-old question, but one that is not very easy to answer. 
It can be said that health care is not Christian simply because it takes place 
in an institution that has ‘Christian’ in its name. Nor is it enough that a 
Christian church or agency supports the programme. Nor is it adequate to 
identify one's motivation to get involved in health work (the "why" of the 
vocation) with justifying the name of ‘Christian health care" (because that 
adjective must surely say something about how one goes about the planning and 
the work). 


This writer also believes that it is not automatically 'Christian' health care 

if one engages in preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ as an integral part of the 
health care. In fact, it can be seriously questioned how 'Christian' it is 

to preach at someone who is confined to a bed in the surgical ward, or to preach 
at a mother sitting patiently in an out-patient waiting room with a sick child in 
her arms. 


To merit the name of 'Christian', there must be something about the quality, the 
style, the planning of all parts of the programme that is truly distinctive. 


It needs to be more than fine humanitarian care and concern, more than secular 
wholistic health care. It must begin, I believe, with a recognition of Christ's 
unique concern for the whole person and the action implications of seeing each 
illness as a disturbance which touches all the physical, mental, social and 
spiritual facets of the human person. An insight that offers some clarity in 
this respect is the centrality of reconciliation for healing - the need for 
reconciliation with our neighbours, with ourselves, with our bodies, with the 
environment and with God. 


Equally important is the necessity to recognize the massive biblical message 

in behalf of justice, on the side of the poor. There is no way to misinterpret 
the message to do these things "for the least of these, my brothers and sisters". 
The context of that message is justice and also the need to see it for the common 
good, the many of those who are "the least of these". | Those who know the 
biblical text will recall the references to the hungry, the thirsty, those who 
need clothing and shelter and care. 


It may well be that what qualifies as 'Christian' care has little to do with 
whether it is mediated through a Christian institution or not; in some circum- 
stances, it may be more effectively mediated through work carried out in a 

public or secular setting. If this is a point of view that has any merit, it 
may liberate the churches to begin to look beyond institutions for ways to fulfil 
their concern for healing and sharing.... 


The frontiers in health care are still exciting, challenging and, in the face of 
war and increasing global hunger, not a little daunting. But if we are going to 
accomplish what is necessary that our children may live, it will require real 
changes - in the healing of the nations, in committing more resources to this 
crucial struggle, and in the orientation of how we go about our engagement in 
health matters. The ever-present picture of hungry and needlessly dying 
children is too disturbing to be tolerated. 


EPS 


ECUVIEW/Paul Abrecht: "Ecumenical Social Thought Today" EPS 83.12.1008 


The following ts excerpted from a presentatton, "Amsterdam to Vancouver —- Where 
Are We Today in Eeumenteal Soctal Thought?" given by Abrecht in connectton with 
an honorary doctorate awarded him this month by the Reformed theological 
faculty of the University of Berne. The opening part of the paper desertbes 
the growth of ecumenical soctal thought [1948-83] and details the movement from 
study to action [1968-71], especially the ecumentcal struggle against ractsm, 
poverty, and oppresston. The section which follows comes from a part of the 
paper which potnts to new problems which may need the attentton of ecumentcal 
soctal thinkers and workers. 


-.. Clearly we have not solved the question of how ecumenical study and action 
can be creatively related. Action means commitment to a cause, efforts to 
persuade the churches to support that cause and involvement with peoples and 
groups struggling for it. Can such commitment be combined with adequate 
ecumenical reflection on the problems and issues which may arise in or about 
such action? What of the views of those who do not accept the premises of 

the action? How much technical competence is required for the conceiving and 
carrying out of the action? There are no easy answers to such questions under 
the best of circumstances. 


Under great pressures "to act" the integrity of the relationship between 
ecumenical thought and action is often maintained with great difficulty. This 
can be fatal to ecumenical credibility. There continues to be within the 
ecumenical movement a "study" approach to social questions alongside the 
prevailing "action/reflection" approach, but the distance between them tends to 
undermine a more effective ecumenical witness on social questions. A new 
creative relationship between ecumenical study and action on social questions, 
as two essential functions of the whole movement, seems to me critically 
important for the future. It will not be easy.... 


The new action programmes often have theological bases which differ substantially 


from that which determined ecumenical social thought up to 1968. The present 
emphasis is on reflection on biblical themes from the standpoint and experience 
of people actually suffering injustice. There is no felt need for an ecumenical 


social ethic in the usual sense of that word. In part this represents an 
attempt to escape from theorizing about social justice; it also reflects a 
suspicion that most earlier systems of social ethics represent Western middle- 
class theologizing and ethicizing. Hence the search for alternatives.... 


Some have asked, why is an agreed theological base necessary - let a hundred 
theological and ethical flowers bloom! Why struggle for coherence and agreement 
on theological issues - God speaks to many different peoples in many different 
contexts. The problem now is to understand how he is speaking through the 
voices of the poor and the oppressed. To others it seems that the quality and 
integrity of action is often diminished by unclear theological or ethical 
starting-points. In the absence of agreed theological and ethical criteria, 
secular ethical or social categories easily take their place....[After discussing 
the problem of the current "fragmentation of the ecumenical approach to social 
questions", Abrecht discusses "the tendency to hold that all problems of social 
justice can be solved by determined and informed action through people's partici- 
pation":] It can lead to the temptation to oversimplify issues in an effort to 
make action credible. In fact, the same action for social justice in different 
local and regional contexts may produce new conflict in a world context. A 
measure of humility about the possibility of solving the world's problems would 
make all Christian social action more credible.... 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Security and Cooperation in Europe" EPS 83.12.109 


The following was released by the working committee of the Churehes' Human 
Rights Programme for the Implementatton of the Helstnkt Final Act. The 
committee met tn Tutzing, FRG, 28 November -.2 December. Its statement 
reflects on the Madrid meeting which was completed earlter thts year as part 
of the Helstnkt process. The committee, whtch tneludes church representattves 
from the GDR, US, USSR, Italy, Romanta, FRG, Hungary, Denmark, UK, and Canada, 
plans tts next full meettng next November in Etsenach, GDR. The programme ts 
co-sponsored by the Canadtan Counetl of Churches, Conference of European 
Churches, and Nattonal Counetl of the Churches of Christ tn the USA. 


Against the background of the seriously-deteriorating international situation 
in the last few years, there is reason for joy and satisfaction that the 
governments of the signatory states have been able to agree upon a concluding 
document, which affirms and develops the Helsinki Final Act in all its parts 
and even opens up new and promising aspects. This should be an encouragement 
to us and inspire the churches in each country to contribute to the implemen- 
tation of the intentions of the document. 


We welcome especially the renewed emphasis on religious freedom as an integral 
part of human rights, and the affirmation that the participating states "will 
recognise, respect and furthermore take the necessary action to ensure the 
freedom of the individual to profess and practice, alone or in community with 
others, religion or belief, acting in accordance with the dictates of his own 
conscience". Further, these states "will consult, whenever necessary, the 
religious faiths, institutions and organizations which act within the 
constitutional framework of their respective countries". 


We note with satisfaction the readiness of the governments of the signatory 
states to expand cooperation in humanitarian and other fields, and especially 
the declaration that they "will further implement the relevant provisions of 
the Final Act, so that religious faiths, institutions, organizations and their 
representatives can, in the field of their activities, develop contacts and 
meetings among themselves and exchange information". 


We greet with expectation the decision that a series of expert conferences and 
seminars should be held during the coming years to deal with important issues 
in relation to security and cooperation in the Helsinki area. These 
initiatives could and should intensify the dialogue and further the process of 
implementation of the Helsinki Final Act. We mention especially the Conference 
on Confidence- and Security-building Measures and Disarmament in Stockholm, 
which will be opened on 17th January 1984, the Meeting on Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms to take place in Ottawa from 23rd April 1985, and the 
Meeting of Experts on Human Contacts to take place in Bern from 2nd April 1986. 
We urge all the churches in the Helsinki area to contribute through their 
respective governments, in whatever ways may be appropriate, to a successful 
outcome of these meetings. ~ 


In the work of the Churches' Human Rights Programme for the Implementation of 
the Helsinki Final Act, we have emphasized that peace, détente, confidence- 
building and human rights are inseparably connected with each other. It is 

our hope and prayer that the agreement expressed in the concluding document of 
the Madrid meeting and the plans for the future which it includes may serve all 
these interrelated ends, which are necessary for security and cooperation in 
Europe and in the world. We are convinced that through fraternal relations 
with each other, the churches have contributed and should continue to contribute 


to this process. 
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SHOPTALK 


The December issue of Pacific Islands Monthly reports that John Garrett, 
sometime EPS editor and WCC communication director, has received an honorary 
doctorate from the University of the South Pacific "in recognition of his 
academic contribution to knowledge of the religious history of the Pacific 
islands, a subject on which he has written four books.” 


+++ 


Additional information has arrived on the sex-discrimination case involving 


the ({Lutheran] Church of Sweden (EPS 83.12.73). 


The job in question is on 


the pastoral staff of a parish (not at a seminary, as previously reported). 
After Sylva Edvall was denied the post, she appealed to a government agency, 
which reversed the decision of the diocesan governing body (the domkapitel). 


In her appeal, she was supported by her labor union. 


Subsequently, national 


equality ombudsman Inga-Britt Thdrnell decided to look into the case. She 
ruled that sex discrimination was involved and awarded Edvall 8000 Swedish 


Kronor (which the government pays). 


judgment against the Church of Sweden. 


This is reportedly the first such 
Though Géteborg diocese is a center 


of opposition to female priests, Edvall is not the first such to work there, 


though there are few. 


+++ 


Here are the contents of the latest One World: 


ONE VORLD 


is @ monthly magazine of the World Council of Churches, 
published by the Communication Depanment of the WCC. 150 
route de Ferney. P.O. Box 66, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland. Tel.: 
98 94 00. Telex 23 423 OIK CH. Cables: Oikoumene. Director: John 
Bluck. Editor: Marlin J. VanElderen. Cover: Inge Hahs-Hoftstetter. 


All opinions expressed in ONE WORLD are those of the authors. 
Only texts cited from official documents of the WCC can be 
taken as having its sanction. Anicles in ONE WORLD may be 
freely reproduced with acknowledgement. Subscriptions: Europe 
SFr. 28.50 (Great Britain £6.25): North America. Australia, New 
Zealand, Japan, South Africa US$12.90 airmail (or local equiva- 
lent): Africa, Asia, Latin America, Pacific, Caribbean USS9.50 air- 
mail (or local equivalent). Single copies SFr. 2.90 (US$1.50). Bulk 
order discounts available. Details from WCC Publications Office. 
ISSN-0303-125x. 
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3 Newsdesk: in Brazil, a journalist seeks to live out her 
Christian faith on a small scale; a new lexicon to help 
German-speaking people unravel ecumenical mys- 
teries; a shirt-making company typifies Christian 
renewal in Italy’s poor south 
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4 Front cover story: “We saw his glory” 

Hans-Ruedi Weber 


7 Continuing struggles with witness among other faiths 
: . S. Wesley Ariarajah 


9 Profile: Tent-making ministry is part of freedom 
struggle Marlin VanElderen 


11 Wandering in a wilderness where Paradise used to be 
Jrom the WCC team report 
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14 A conversation about “a kind of conversion” 
4 Konrad Raiser 
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18 Distant lands, shared faith 
Kjell-Ove Nilsson and Baranite Kirata 
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21 A happy ending follows a student immigration 
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ANNIVERSARIES & FESTIVALS 
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Bulgarian anniversary ---------------<<<<<<<<<<-<---- 
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GDR officials mark Luther anniversary “BOL e St I Se 
Pope calls for study of Luther -------------------- 
Korean celebrations ------------------------------- 
Buenos Aires letter ---------------=---------------- 
How to mark Waitangi Day 1984 --------------------- 
BWA Day ----~--------------------------------------- 


APPOINTMENTS 


Mission Covenant assembly ------------------------- 
New SACC president ---------~-------------=---------- 


NHK and Muslims ------------------------------------------------------------- 


ARGENTINA 


Waldensian synod ---------------------------------- 
Argentine ‘coup spirit’ --------------------------- 
Church reps meet from UK, Argentina --------------- 
Lutherans on Argentine law ------------------------ 
Argentine hierarchy ------------------------------- 
WCC message to Argentine churches ----------------- 


ASSOCIATION OF CHURCHES OF PROFESSING CHRISTIANS OF 
FRANCE, SWITZERLAND AND BELGIUM 


Professing congress ------------------------------- 


AUSTRALIA 


Special fund grants to Australia ------------------ 
Died: former Fijian Methodist head --------------- 
Anglicans asked for 'real sacrifice' on Aborigines 

Thinking religiously about television ------------- 


BAPTISM 


Baptism review -----------------------------~------- 
Baptism 'guidelines ----------------------------~--- 
Soviet baptism ----------------------------~------~-- 


BAPTIST 


USSR Baptist -----------------------------------~--- 
BWA Council ---------------------------------~----~- 
European Baptist peace forum message -------------- 
Nordic Baptist studies -~--------------------------~~ 
Nicaraguan Baptists' appeal ----------------------- 
Two join WCC; total now 301 ---------------------- 
Whither the British free churches ----------------- 
Italian Baptists -------------------~--------------~- 
European Baptists --------------------------------- 
Jackson endorsement ------------------------------- 
BWA Day ~------------------------------------------- 
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Lutheran listening post --------------------------- 
WCC Assembly receives peace/survival report ---=-—-- 


BRAZIL 


Brazil Presbyterians --------------------------~-~- 


Brazil evangelization congress -------------------- 
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Andropov replies 
Soviet German bib 


x in international dialogue --------------------------------- 
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SHOPTALK: 


From 1984, the EPS index will be prepared annually and it will 
not be mailed as part of the regular EPS subscription. Those 
who wish an index will have to request one. 


The first 1984: issue of EPS contains highlights from EBPs Sire: 
50 years. 


The second 1984 issue of EPS includes Photo Oikoumene in a new 
form. After that, photos will be mailed only to photo users, 
though EPS will continue to advise of photo availability, 
especially those related to EPS items. 


The December edition of Intervox, the ecumenical news and feature 
audio service, includes pieces on: 


“PEACE ON EARTH" - a world-wide ecumenical call to light a candle 
of peace on Christmas Eve, length: 04'18"; 


THE MONK WHO SHOOK THE WORLD - why does the world today still pay 
much attention to Martin Luther - 500 years after his birthday? 
(with Gunther Gassmann, director-to-be of WCC faith and order 
secretariat), length: 07443": 


ECUMENICAL SOCIAL THOUGHT TODAY - instrumental in developing the 
ideas of social context in ecumenism, Paul Abrecht, director of 
WCC :church and society section, retiring -end--1983,> Length: O5782"; 


IS PEACE RETURNING TO SRI LANKA? - Christian churches and other 
religions work together to make it happen (with Rev. S. K. Perera, 
president of Srij Lanka? Méthodnists Chirch)s,?.-0a"3 2". 


NICARAGUA: HUMAN SHIELD ALONG BORDER - teams of US Christians 
have begun to arrive for continuous non-violent presence (with 
Gustavo Parajon, director of CEPAD in Managua, the Nicaraguan 
ecumenical aid and development agency), length: 03'05". 


Available on tape or cassette from INTERVOX, News and Information 
Office. 
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Work and unemployment -------------------------------------------------------- LF ato 
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Bishops urge sharing 
Orthodox weigh role 

Lutheran/RC justific 
US churches maintain 
Church neutrality & 

Letter from New York 
WCC Assembly critici 
Evidence of nuns' mu 
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Churches' divestment 
Counsellors condemn 

US Lutheran and RC s 
US church leaders in 
USA Anglican letter 

Pastoral counsellors 
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Religious liberty caucus ----------------------------------------------------- 


Methodist merger --- 
Affluent ministry -- 
Letter from New York 
Ecumenical solidarit 
US churches council 

Gay church applicati 
Trinity study ------ 
US BEM conference -- 
Conscientious disobe 
Lutheran pacifism -- 
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NCC Jewish appeal -- 
US/USSR ------------ 
Anglican/RC -------- 
Concelebration oppos 
Armstrong resigns -- 
USA Orthodox look to 
Advisory council --- 
Women's role ------- 
Backgrounder: ‘fina 
"Public depravity' - 
Baptist 'guidelines' 
"Black consciousness 
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Jackson endorsement 
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votes international resolutions -------------------------- 
On postponed indefinitely -------------------------------- 
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Patriotic catholics 
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VIOLENCE / NON-VIOLENCE 


Violence/non-violence - beyond chaplaincy -------------- 

Programme to combat violence -----------------------------------~-------------- 
Sri Lanka racial violence - WCC issues emergency appeal 

Development project leaders murdered in Sri Lanka ------ 

WCC Assembly participants react to world happenings ---- 

Churches shelter race-hate victims --------------------- 

Church leaders warn Nigerians -------------------------- 

Irish church leaders condemn church attack ------------- 

WALDENSIAN 

Waldensian synod --------------------------------------- 
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Christianity not imported ------------------------------ 
WOMEN 

Polish Reformed no to women's ordination --------------- 
Lutheran listening post -------------------------------- 
Sexism: third and first world ------------------------- 
WCC Assembly women discuss church role ----------------- 
Women, youth, committees ------------------------------- 
Women's film series ------------------------------------ 
Role of East European Orthodox women cited ------------- 
Concern expressed on WCC delegate totals, ratios ------- 
wCC Assembly okays Central Committee ------------------- 
Letter from Toronto ------------------------------------ 
Women's ordination in Finland -------------------------- 
Dowry deaths -------~------~------------------------------ 
World YWCA meets in world council ---------------------- 
Letter from New York ----------------------------------- 
Swedish 'free synod' ----------------------------------- 
Women's role ------------------------------------------- 
Women, Marriage, objectors discussed at Finnish synod -- 
Sex discrimination ------------------------------------- 
Honduras refusal --------------------------------------- 
Old Catholic women ------------------------------------- 
Sri Lanka women ---------------------------------------- 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Torture, persecution on Swiss Protestant agenda -------- 
WCC on Siberian seven: 'grateful' --------------------- 
Catholicos urges Armenian unity ------------------------ 
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US Presbyterian actions -------------------------------- 
Mackay obit --------------------------------------+------ 
Human rights on the ecumenical agenda ------------------ 
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World Council in Sri Lanka protest --------------------- 
US Lutheran bishop's report ---------------------------- 
Ideology, theology and the WCC ------------------------- 
Estate workers and the church in Sri Lanka ------------- 
Assembly costs ----------------------------------------- 
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Programme to combat racism marks 15th anniversary ------ 
Lutherans hold festival of worship to witness ---------- 
Church reps part of world peace assembly --------------- 
Programme to combat violence --------------------------- 
Estonian exile church ---------------------------—------- 
Dialogue decalogue ------------------------------------- 
Guidelines for Christian-Marxist dialogue -------------- 
Ecumenism in Singapore --------------------------------- 
Wheaton '83 ------------------------------------ eee 
New religious movements in North America --------------- 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (continued) 
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This is the first of eight special issues of EPS projected 
for the period of the WCC sixth assembly. The next issue 
(28 July) includes items on the moderator's and general 
secretary's reports, and presentations to the assembly on 
its theme and subthemes. (Journalists at the assembly 


receive EPS items daily, as they are written.) 


Contributing to the item in this issue on the pre-assembly 
women's meeting was Janet Crawford, a New Zealand Anglican 
priest and consultant to the WCC women's sub-unit. Reporter 
at the pre-assembly youth event was Matthias Schmale, a 


West Berlin university student and assembly steward. 


The EPS assembly telephone in Vancouver is 604/228 4549. 
It is staffed from approximately 1600 till approximately 
0500 daily (less on Sundays). 


Thomas Hartley Dorris 


Editor 
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TWO CELEBRATIONS EMBARGG: llam Ecumenical Press 
OPEN WCC ASSEMBLY Vancouver ‘time Service 83van.01 


VANCOUVER 24 July, (EPS) - Two celebrations marked the opening day (24 July) of 
the sixth assembly of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


In the morning, upwards of 3,000 delegates and others here for the assembly 
attended a two-hour opening service at the assembly site, the University of 
British Columbia. In the afternoon, several thousand more area residents were 
expected to join them at a public arena downtown for an opening celebration. 


The morning service was held in a large white-and-yellow-striped tent topped 
with a cross - the primary place for worship during the 18-day assembly. 
There, broadcast journalist and British Methodist Pauline Webb, a member of 
the WCC executive committee and moderator of its assembly planning committee, 
preached on the "word of life". 


In her prepared text, Webb, director of religious programing for the external 
services of the British Broadcasting Corporation, recalled areas of conflict 
since the fifth WCC assembly, in Nairobi in December 1975. "We have seen...blood 
spilt in the Streets of Soweto and the camps of Beirut, on the mountains of 
northwest Asia and in the seas of the South Atlantic, in the bomb blasts of 
Northern Ireland and the continuing carnage of Central America," she said. 

"A1] over the world, it seems, people are engaged in the bloodletting fanaticism 
of our time as though human lives were disposable counters in the games of power 
politics...And not even the churches have clean hands in the midst of all this 
bloody mess. 


"We have not spoken in very clear language," she continued, "And even those 
prophets who have gone into the front line of engagement in the struggle to 
restore sanity to our world have sometimes had to fight rearguard action with 
critics in their own community who have questioned their actions or been 
suspicious of their motives." 


She urged Christians to be like "good secretaries (who) know how to take the 
right initiatives because they know the mind and the will of the one for whom 
they work." 


Delivering the message in the afternoon on the "holy city" was Jean Vanier, 
founder of L'Arche, a worldwide organisation of 60 communities providing homes 
for mentally handicapped persons. Begun and centered in France, it now includes 
communities in India, Honduras, Denmark, UK, Haiti, Upper Volta, Australia, US, 
and Canada. 


Leading the morning service was Ted Scott, Anglican archbishop of Canada and 
moderator of the WCC central committee. In the afternoon, the liturgist was 
Lois Wilson, immediate past moderator of the United Church of Canada. Canadian 
national, provincial, and local government representatives attended the arena 
event. It was planned by a committee on behalf of the Canadian host churches. 
Seven WCC member denominations - Anglican, Quaker, Disciples, Lutheran (2), 
Presbyterian, and United - have Canadian headquarters. Other Canadians, notably 
Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, belong to WCC members with US headquarters. 
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3,000-PLUS IN VANCOUVER Ecumenical Press 
FOR SIXTH WCC ASSEMBLY Service 83van.02 


VANCOUVER, 24 July (EPS) - Only representatives chosen by its member churches 
are among the 900 or so voting delegates gathered here for the sixth assembly 
of the World Council of Churches /24 July - 10 August/. But about 300 more 
church people are included among the assembly's "official participants". 


The approximately 30 "delegated observers'"' come mainly from the Roman Catholic 
Church, but also from a few other non*member churches with which the WCC has a 
working relationship. Regional and national councils of churches associated 
with the WCC, world ecumenical organisations which work with the WCC (such as 
the World Ys and the World Student Christian Federation), and international 
organisations of different Christian traditions (Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, 
Baptist, Methodist, Salvation Army, etc.) send "delegated representatives." 


Other participants include observers representing other councils of churches, 
ecumenical or international organisations, churches or religious bodies; guest 
representatives of the Canadian host churches; nearly 100 advisers invited by 
the WCC central committee to aid assembly deliberations; and the six WCC 
presidents and several other members of the retiring central committee. 

(Some committee members are voting delegates.) 


Also among participants are 10 guests invited in a personal or individual capac- 
ity. These include several with many decades of ecumenical involvement; Walter 
Makhulu, president of the All Africa Conference of Churches and Anglican 
archbishop of Central Africa; and Brother Roger, prior of the Taizé community 

in France. 


The two retired WCC general secretaries -- W.A. Visser 't Hooft and Eugene 
Carson Blake -- did not attend for reasons of health. 


In a prepared statement in Amsterdam, evangelist Billy Graham, who said 
scheduling difficulties kept him from the assembly, urged the WCC to give 
“renewed emphasis to...the priority of biblical evangelism. He told a news 
conference there at the close of a 10-day conference he sponsored for about 4,000 
traveling evangelists, that that meeting compelled him to "send a message" to 

the WCC event. “gt 


Besides the official participants, the 3,000-plus persons registered for the 
assembly include about 175 stewards (young people from all over the world who 
assist with assembly operations), members and volunteers from the local 
planning committee, about 150 regular WCC staff members, about 150 temporary 
staff members (primarily translators and interpreters), several hundred 
accredited visitors (present at their own expense for the entire assembly, 

and for whom a special parallel program was arranged), day visitors, and about 
700 accredited media representatives. 


In addition, three "related events" take place during the assembly -- the summer 
session at the Vancouver School of Theology, a special conference of theological 
students, and a forum sponsored by US churches. The latter meets across the 
border in Bellingham, Washington. Some forum participants are to visit the 
assembly on different days. 
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VARIETY OF CONCERNS AIRED Ecumenical Press 
PARALLEL TO WCC ASSEMBLY Service 83van.03 


VANCOUVER, 24 July (EPS) - Local planners established three centers on the campus 
of the University of British Columbia to accommodate a wide range of concerns 
during the 18-day World Council of Churches assembly which met there in July and 
August. 


Housed in the Lutheran campus center is the Well, described as a "place for 
refreshment, the exchange of ideas, and program focussing on issues of concern 
to women." A series of lunches, conversations, and films were scheduled to in- 
clude such subjects as health; ordination; "women building a new society"; the 
situation of Native Canadian, Cuban, South African, Nicaraguan, Eastern European, 
Guatemalan, Botswanan and Italian women; women as church leaders; women in 
liturgy and worship; female office workers; violence against women; women and 
racism; female theologians; and international tourism and prostitution; women 

in Judaism. 


Housed in two adjoining buildings - the graduate student center and international 
house - the Ploughshares Coffeehouse for Peace and Justice included programs 
featuring "experts in the fields of science and technology, theology, and inter- 
national affairs, as well as church leaders, victims of militarism, persons 
respected for their activities of peacemakers, and performing artists." 


The armory is the site of the Agora, "a place for special interest groups to 
present their particular concerns by way of display and multi-media presentations." 
It also included noon-hour performances and a gallery for the work of local 
artists. 


Among the 60 listed Agora exhibitors are such diverse groups as the Boy Scouts, 
Amnesty International, Friends of the International Christian Embassy, Creation 
Science Association, an organisation for homosexuals in the United Church of 
Canada, the Interchurch Uranium Committee, Orthodox Church in America, Southern 
Africa Action Coalition, United Nations Association, All Africa Conference of 
Churches and Vancouver Right to Life Society. The planning committee noted that 
Agora exhibitors "do not necessarily reflect the beliefs, policies, or programs 
of the WCC or any of its member churches." 


Also scheduled in connection with the assembly were many musical presentations, 
the third "ecumenical film fortnight", and several arts exhibitions. 


Others, less in tune with the WCC, promised to make their presence felt here 
during the assembly. These included US Fundamentalists Bob Jones and Carl McIntyre, 
and Ulster politician and preacher Ian Paisley. One Vancouver Baptist pastor was 
quoted in the Vancouver Sun newspaper as raising the possibility that the anti- 
Christ would be attending the assembly. Zurich-based Christian Solidarity Inter- 
national held a five-day "world conference on the persecuted church" which over- 
lapped the first days of the assembly. 
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GUESTS OF OTHER FAITHS Ecumenical Press 
AT CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY Service 83van.04 


VANCOUVER, 24 July (EPS) - Fifteen guests of other faiths have been invited to 
attend the sixth assembly of the World Council of Churches here, 24 July - 

10 August. In addition, the local assembly planning committee has set up an 
interfaith centre on the University of British Columbia campus, where the 
18-day assembly is meeting, and has announced six public programs with an 
interfaith theme. . 


The guests include three Hindus, four Buddhists, two Jews, four Muslims, a Sikh, 
and an adherent of Native Canadian spirituality. Among them are Shri Shrivatsa 
Goswami, a North Indian renewal movement leader, Anant Anand Rambachan, A 
Trinidadian researcher interested in social implications of Hinduism, Fung 

Wing Ming, a Hong Kong scholar and head of Por Yea Buddhist Nunnery, Marc 
Tanenbaum, interreligious affairs director of the American Jewish Committee, 
Inamullah Khan, Burmese-born general secretary of the World Muslim Congress, 
Shaykh Yusuf Khan Shakirov, a Soviet Muslim leader, and Gopal Singh, a Sikh 

who chairs an Indian government panel on minorities and scheduled castes. 


The interfaith public programs include Jewish and Hindu perspectives on the life 
of the world, Muslim and Native Canadian perspectives on life in community, 
Buddhist and Sikh perspectives on witnessing in a divided world, and peace and 
justice issues and dialogue among Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 


Last February, after an interfaith pre-assembly consultation organised by the WCC 
dialogue sub-unit (DFI), representatives of various religions from 19 countries 
prepared a message for the assembly commending a multi-religious approach to 
current world challenges. "We must not imagine," the group said, "that such 
global issues as peace and justice can be undertaken or even addressed in a mean- 
ingful way by any one religious tradition alone." /EPS 83.02.52, 75/ 


EPS 
ASSEMBLY PUBLIC PROGRAM Ecumenical Press 
REFLECTS NATIVE HERITAGE Service 83van.05 


VANCOUVER, 24 July (EPS) - This part of Canada, in which the sixth assembly of 
the World Council of Churches takes place, is a center of Native Canadian 
culture. Local planners arranged several parts of the public program to reflect 
that. 


A native arbor, "a sacred meditative area amongst the trees", was set aside on 
the campus of the University of British Columbia, where the assembly met. 
Scheduled in the arbor for early the opening morning (24 July) of the assembly 
was the lighting of a sacred flame by a Native elder. The flame was to burn 
till the assembly's close (10 August). 


At the end of the assembly's first week, a 15-meter totem pole carried by Native 
men from Agassiz Mountain Prison, was to be raised as part of Canadian Native 
Day (29 July). Also planned during the assembly were eight opportunities 

for assembly participants to take part in a Native purification ritual in 

a sweat lodge. The public program included a series of Native forums on 

such topics as oral history, resource development on sacred lands, land 

claims, Native spirituality, and Natives in the Canadian justice system. 
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WCC ASSEMBLY WOMEN Ecumenical Press 
DISCUSS CHURCH ROLE Service’ 83vanv06 


VANCOUVER, 24 July (EPS) - Affirming a continuing need now for special programs and 
organisations for women, the head of the women's sub-unit of the World Council 
of Churches says that a goal of such things must be an inclusive community. 


During the opening session of a meeting for women and a few men participating in 

the sixth assembly of the World Council of Church (here, 24 July - 10 August), 

Barbel von Wartenberg also expressed hopes that women would "move out of the women's 
corner to participate as women in the whole church" and that deep divisions between 
women because of geography, confession, wealth, age, or marital status would be over- 
come. "We need global sisterhood," she said, "not against men but among 16 ce 


Also greeting the approximately 300 participants in the women's meeting was 
Canadian Anglican Archbishop Ted Scott, moderator of the WCC central committee. 
He called this decade a "kairos" period, a time pregnant with possibilities for 
women to share fully in shaping society and the church. 


Former United Church of Canada Moderator Lois Wilson introduced decorated fabric 
panels made by hundreds of Canadian women as gift "windows into Canada" for assembly 
delegates. 


Several Canadian assembly participants noted that the windows emphasize the country's 
wealth, natural beauty, and cultural diversity, but tend to ignore deep divisions 
within Canadian society, the needs of ethnic and other minorities, and the relation- 
ship of Canada to the rest of the world. 


WCC Deputy General Secretary Marie Assaad noted the increase in women's participation 
and leadership in WCC affairs over the years. She reported that of the women re- 
gistered for the pre-assembly meeting, nearly half have some previous ecumenical 
experience, two-thirds are involved in volunteer church work, and a third are 
employed by the church (including one bishop, US Methodist Marjorie Matthews). 


The meeting included periods of worship and Bible study, small groups discussing 
issues to come before the assembly, a joint meeting with assembly-related youth, 
sessions on assembly program, procedures, and structures, and a panel on women in 
the ecumenical movement. At it, WCC General Secretary Philip Potter paid tribute 
to female ecumenical pioneers, including Madeleine Barot, first director of the 
WCC women/men cooperation department, who attended the meeting here. 


Potter also suggested the importance of putting the question of the ordination of 
women in the context of a wider debate about the role of women in the church. 
"Ordination is not an answer," he observed, "if it still leaves women to do the 
dirty work." 


Three women - Australian Council of Churches General Secretary Jean Skuse, WCC 
President and Ghanian high court judge Annie Jiagge, and WCC executive committee 
member and British broadcaster Pauline Webb - spoke of their own experiences of 
church and ecumenical leadership. 
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WCC ASSEMBLY YOUTH Ecumenical Press 
BACK PEACE, JUSTICE Service 83van.07 


VANCOUVER, 21 July (EPS) - Committing themselves to "stand with the poor and 
oppressed in their struggle for peace and justice" participants in a World 
Council of Churches youth gathering /here, 17-21 July/ have called on their 
churches to be "resisting communities recognizing the presence of evil in the 
world and therefore being able to offer hope." 


In a message to the WCC sixth assembly /here, 24 July - 10 August/ the approx- 
imately 200 young people urge that economic problems "not be permitted to 
undermine ecumenical programs for peace and justice." Expressing support for 
the WCC anti-racism program (PCR) and its study of the community of women and 
men in the church, the youth say "unjustified criticism should not be permitted 
to deter concrete and effective action." 


Several peace and justice questions dominated discussions at the event held on 
the University of British Columbia campus. Based on several regional reports, 
participants say in a working paper that "we must share experiences of oppres- 
sions where the forces of death threaten the survival of us all and align 
ourselves with mass movements of people seeking liberation." In that context, 
the statement rejects violence, but notes that in some circumstances, people 
may conscientiously consider violence their only recourse for liberation. 


The youth paper calls on the church to take seriously a theology that seeks 
liberation and to avoid positions of cheap solidarity. It suggests that the 
church needs to play a full role in peace movements seeking to prevent the 
development, possession, deployment and testing of nuclear weapons. The meeting 
denounced superpower interference in many parts of the world, citing as an 
example the current US role in Central America. 


Participants reported that in many of their countries young people are not 
taken seriously in the church. "We look forward to the day when we are fully 
integrated, a day when youth pre-assemblies and 15-percent quotas are no longer 
necessary reminders of our place," they say. They noted that many of the young 
assembly delegates and stewards are an elite, "whether because of the process 
of selection, our knowledge of language or our availability of time." They 
“challenge the relevancy of the church to youth today, which so often has not 
been able to answer the questions which youth are asking, whilst at the same 
time recognizing the irrelevancy of the church to many young people." 


Describing current means of communication as distorted by vested interests, 

the young people also stressed the need for genuine means of information ex- 
change. In this connection the WCC youth sub-unit was charged with responsibility 
to build up networks that promote participation. An increased role for regional 
youth structures in WCC youth work and particular attention to exchanges between 
youth including those in isolated regions and situationswere also endorsed. 


Among the events organized spontaneously during the meeting was an act of soli- 
darity for the people of Nicaragua on the fourth anniversary of their revolution. 
Participants were challenged to support the efforts of the Nicaraguan people 
to protect results achieved by the overthrowing of the former government. The 
youth sent a message to the Vancouver peace movement supporting the protests 
against testing US nuclear missiles on Canadian soil. Also, the gathering ex- 
pressed its solidarity with the local Native Indian community. 
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ECUTEXT: "Youth Message to WCC Sixth Assembly" EPS: 83van.08 


The following was prepared by a meeting of youth -- delegates and stewards -- 
in Vancouver in connection with the WCC sixth assembly. 


We are the young people at the WCC Assembly in Vancouver. We have gathered from 
many churches all over the world to form new relationships, to work together, 
to share our experiences, and to witness to our faith in Christ who struggles 
with us, who compels us to act, who unites us, and who gives us life. 


We come from Nicaragua, where we struggle for survival and for freedom from US 
intervention. 


We come from Africa, where the reality of poverty, disease and oppression by 
outside forces, and human justice and dignity is being denied, particularly in 
South Africa where the heresy of apartheid is being justified as biblical. 


We come from the Middle East where Lebanon's demands for national sovereignty 

are being ignored by those who wage war on her soil and where the right of the 
Palestinian people to return to their homeland in the occupied territories is 

being denied. 


We come from the Pacific, where our home is being turned into a dumping ground 
for nuclear wastes. 


We come from Europe, where the deployment of nuclear arms and militarization 
bring us daily closer to Armageddon. 


We come from Asia, where transnational corporations abound and militarization 
rages on, supported by the superpowers, which results in the unabated violation 
of human rights and dignity. 


We come from the Caribbean, where we are caught in the midst of superpower 
rivalry and foreign intervention which threatens our daily lives. 


We come from North America, where we are burdened by capitalistic ideals of 
consumerism and militarism. 


We come from many broken churches and broken communities in a broken world. Our 
world appears to be far from the one body of Jesus Christ. Christ's desire is 
to reconcile us to God in one body through the cross. 


We have come together in Vancouver and among the many issues that confront and 
concern us, one emerges with compelling urgency. 


WE WANT PEACE: 


- NOT as the doctrine of national security defines it -- repression, covert 
violence, the absence of war, BUT as God's shalom built on social justice; 

- NOT as the escalation of nuclear armaments, BUT as the affirmation of human 
dignity and the meeting of basic human needs; 

- NOT as comfort and complacency, BUT as gospel-rooted conviction and action. 


We recognize that we ourselves are caught up in the structures of oppression 
and alienation, and at the same time we express our gratitude to God for those 
of us who are participating in the liberating struggles. We come with anguish 
and desire to be instruments of the manifest power of the gospel. 


(more) 
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We therefore commit ourselves to participate with the poor and oppressed in 
their struggle for justice in order to live in peace. To this end we commit 
ourselves to go beyond mere proclamations and to search with determination for 
the means of concrete action in our own situations, in community with others, 
keeping alive the international and cross-confessional friendships we have 
formed at this meeting. 


We challenge each member church through its delegates at this Assembly to 
work for unity and the realization of these goals. 


We challenge the WCC Sixth Assembly to reinforce the ecumenical priorities out- 
lined in this statement. The economic crisis should not be permitted to under- 
mine ecumenical programmes for peace and justice. Unjustified criticism should 
not be permitted to deter concrete and effective action. In this context, the 
Programme to Combat Racism must be continued. We commend the Study on the 
Community of Women and Men in the Church, recognizing the dual nature of the 
oppression of women in society and the barriers to full participation of women 
in the church. 


Furthermore, WCC initiatives in the following areas must remain priorities: 

- literacy education and liberation through an ecumenical Christian education; 
- disarmament and the opposition to militarism; 

- human rights; 

- communication networking among world youth. 


Together we must move forward in the conviction that the One who wills life, 
wills it for all. The One who wills life is our life. The One who kindles our 
passions for justice and mercy is the One of whom the scriptures say: 


God will judge between many peoples, and will settle disputes for strong 
nations far and wide. They will beat their swords into ploughshares, and 
their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sowrd against 
nation, nor will they train for war anymore. People will sit under their 
own vines, and under their own fig trees, and no one will make them afraid, 
for the Lord Almighty has spoken. All the nations may walk in the name of 
their gods; we will walk in the name of the Lord our God, for ever and 
ever. (Micah 4:3-5) 
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Among items planned for the next EPS (31 July) are reports on 
the plenary presentations of the four assembly sub-themes, and 


a roundup report on the assembly's first week (about 1,000 words). 


The EPS telephone in Vancouver (604/228 4549) is staffed from 
about 1600 till about 500 GMT daily (less on Sundays). 


WCC LEADERS CALL FOR - Ecumenical Press 
CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE Service 83van.09 


VANCOUVER, 28 July (EPS) - The churches should move beyond secular political and 
ideological systems and take their own stands from a Christian perspective, both the 
moderator and the general secretary of the World Council of Churches urged in 
separate addresses to the WCC Sixth Assembly here. 


The world's two main ideologies - communism and capitalism - are both inadequate to 
meet “deepest human aspirations" despite their "almost incredible" material 
achievements, Canadian Anglican Archbishop Ted Scott said in his moderator's report. 
Christians have often accommodated themselves to the cultural values enshrined in 
the systems, instead of critiquing them from a Christian perspective, he said. 


Scott noted points of tension between the WCC and its 300 member churches, but 
observed that growth is unlikely without them. He said that an era of "polite 
ecumenism" has been succeeded by a situation in which relations are more frank, 
open, deep, realistic, and forward looking. He suggested, however, that "the council 
is more willing to be challenged by the member churches than the churches are to be 
challenged by the council." 


WCC General Secretary Philip Potter said in his report that at a time when the "very 
survival of the human race is daily threatened," the gospel of reconciliation calls 
churches to “take a clear and unequivocal stand for God's will for peace and 
justice. 


Citing the prophet Isaiah's warning to Israel that it not be seduced by the power 
games of surrounding nations, he said churches should not "be tempted to echo the 
doomed policies of the nations from which we come." Said Potter: The world will be 
watching us to know whether we will meet the test of being truly a house of living 
stones, built on the rock of faith in God who wills peace for all, and the rights of 
all to be fully themselves whatever their creed or sex or race or class or nation." 


Potter warned delegates of the temptation to become overwhelmed with the dangers 
facing the world: "Some may be tempted to adopt an attitude of resignation as though 
all that is necessary is that we keep the faith and let the world go up in flames -- 
an attitude which often goes with accommodation with the deathly miiitary policies 
of the powers. Many will be impatient that we are not doing enough and urgently 
enough to proclaim the gospel to the world, or to work for peace and justice for 
all, or to achieve the unity of the churches. We are called to be steadfast in 
faith, and we will not shrink from speaking and acting boldly in hope and love," the 
WCC general secretary said. 


Asked at a news conference whether the WCC believes that South Africa may be 
indirectly funding the Institute on Religion and Democracy, a Washington-based group 
critical of the WCC, Scott answered: "The WCC must be true to its own position and 
integrity. We have never conducted witch hunts of our critics." 


EPS 


WCC ASSEMBLY GELS Ecumenical Press 
VARIOUS WELCOMES Service 83van.10 


VANCOUVER, 28 July (EPS) - The Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
received a variety of welcomes during its first days on the campus of the Uni- 
versity of British Columbia, here. 


Early on the morning of the first day, a group of Native Canadians lit a small 
sacred flame, symbolizing the concern and involvement of the aboriginal peoples 
of this part of Canada in the assembly. One of the Indians, Derek Wilson, said 
the ceremony's purpose was in part to "give thanks to the giver of life for the 
sacred ways handed down from generation to generation." He added a "hope that 
there will be happiness and unity among all people of mother earth, which 

will be reflected in everything that goes on here during the next days. We pray 
that our children may not suffer as much as we have." 


The assembly received a colorful welcome that afternoon from Canada as the 
Canadian churches hosting the WCC meeting presented a two- hour pageant 
tracing the scriptural basis of Christian faith. Scripture -- from creation 
through Christ's crucifixion and resurrection through the promise of the holy 
city -- was interpreted through readings, liturgical dance, and music from a 
choir and a brass and percussion ensemble. 


Keynote speaker Jean Vanier, founder of L'Arche homes for the handicapped, chal- 
lenged listeners to live out their belief in Jesus as he is revealed in the 
Bible.""Jesus is calling us to make community with the littlest, the weakest, and 
the lost of the world," he said. 


Joining the 3,000 official assembly participants to fill the Pacific Coliseum 
were approximately 12,000 area residents, including the 750 choir members from 
nearby churches in the US and Canada. 


Various Canadian church and civic officials also greeted the assembly, including 
Russel Legge, president of the Canadian Council of Churches, Henri Legare, head 
of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Edward Schreyer, governor- 
general of Canada, and Michael Harcourt, mayor of Vancouver. 


A few of the welcomes were not so friendly. Scatterings of Fundamentalist and 
anti-communist pickets expressed such sentiments as "KGB in WCC", "'60 Minutes' 
Told the Truth," and "WCC means Wicked Council of Churches." Here to express 
their opposition were Bob Jones and Carl McIntyre from the US, Ian Paisley from 
Northern Ireland, and Jack Glass from Scotland. 
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HEOLOGIANS EXPOUND Ecumenical Press 
CC ASSEMBLY THEME Service 83van.11l 


ANCOUVER, 28 July (EPS) - The theme of the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of 
hurches - "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World" - was expounded by two theologians, 
‘outh African Reformed Allan Boesak and North American Eastern Orthodox Theodore 
tylianopoulos, during an early assembly plenary. 


mereasing church opposition to the worldwide nuclear arms race could lead the 
‘cumenical movement to create an "ideology of oppression" that will be used to 
ustify injustice, said Boesak. "Many Christians in the 'Third World’," he said, are 
oncerned that "the issue of peace will be separated from the issue of justice, 
aking of 'peace' primarily a North Atlantic concern" while deprivation and 
njustice, especially in Third World countries, are ignored. 


'It may be true," he said, "that the issues of justice, racism, hunger and poverty 
ire largely unresolved issues for the ecumenical movement...but it cannot be true 
that we will be willing to use the issue of peace to avoid those dilemmas. One 
-annot use the gospel to escape from the demands of the gospel." 


'£ these unresolved issues are not addressed by the churches, Boesak said, "we will 
make of our concern for peace an ideology of oppression which in the end will be 
ised to justify injustice." 


3tylianopoulos urged Christians to repent of "sinful patterns of triumphalism, 
‘ntolerance, and persecution." He told the assembly that the "absolute claim" of the 
-heme "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World" has from Christianity's earliest days 
seen used by Christians to justify unchristian behavior. "We need to repent of our 
sins before the world and seek...to find ways of lifting up Christ as an invitation 
»f faith, love and freedom," he said, “an invitation which must not be abused either 
for selfish ends or to force anyone's conscience." 


The professor termed the asembly theme "a call to Christians for radical repentance, 
spiritual renewal, urgency on the walk toward unity, common witness, prophetic 
action, being ready to die for others in Christ's name." 


Speaking to a news conference later, Boesak said North Atlantic church critics of 
the special fund of the WCC Program to Combat Racism, which has provided funds to 
black liberation groups for humanitarian assistance, are "extremely hypocritical”. 


"The churches have always had a theory of just war, that a movement may arise when 
oppressed people have no recourse. But now, churches who have never been peace 
churches - and in fact have called the peace churches 'heretics' - suddenly turn 
pacifist when black people are put in a position where they have no other choice," 
he said. 


"Violence in the end does not solve problems," Boesak observed. But he said that the 
church may sometimes find itself in situations where oppressed people take up arms. 
"The church must opt for the poor and oppressed," Boesak said, "and even within 
violent situations must help people understand that violence does not solve anything 
and must help bring people to the bargaining table, even when that is very hard." 
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WCC FINANCIAL REPORT SEES Ecumenical Press 
"CONSIDERABLE STABILITY' Service 83van.12 


VANCOUVER, 28 July (EPS) - The moderator of the World Council of Churches finance 
committee told the WCC Sixth Assembly that the international ecumenical organisation 
enjoys a "considerable degree of stability" in terms of its financial condition. 


Nonetheless, said Presbyterian Church (USA) staff member J. Oscar McCloud, it is 
important that there be an increase in undesignated contributions, which "'can be 
used along the lines of priorities established by the (WCC) central committee," 
including such areas as faith and order, church and society, youth, renewal, 
dialogue, and the office of the general secretary. 


Though designated funds have increased markedly since the previous assembly 
(Nairobi, 1975), McCloud said, undesignated funds have decreased 3.8 percent. And 
that decline would have been sharper, he noted, had not member churches outside the 
13 countries where most WCC income originates "practically doubled the amount of 
undesignated income after inflation and exchange adjustments." 


Since Nairobi, McCloud reported, there has been an expansion of WCC programs 
without expanding overall expenses. One reason for this, he said, is that there have 
been a 20 percent reduction in costs of central services and finances, personnel 
reductions in 1976 and 1977, and alternative financing of the Bossey Ecumenical 
Institute through development of a guest-house operation. "But these savings having 
been achieved once cannot be seen as a source for any future reductions without the 
potential of irreparable damage to the basic functioning of the council," he warned. 
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WCG.-GST Ecumenical Press 
REPS MEET Service 83van.13 


VANCOUVER, 28 July (EPS) - On the eve of the opening of the Sixth Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches, here, WCC general secretary Philip Potter 
and four WCC staff members received five representatives from Zurich-based 
Christian Solidarity International for a 30-minute session. 


CSI sponsored a six-day hearing here on the "persecuted church" which over- 
lapped the opening of the WCC assembly. 


A report in the assembly newspaper said "both parties shared prayers and good 
wishes and outlined procedures for bringing matters of concern before the 
assembly.'' A CSI report said CSI President Hans Stuckelberger called the time 
together a "positive exchange; we were able to express our concern that the 
WCC has not indicated any intention to fully and openly discuss the oppression 
of the church." 


Asked during a news conference about Russian Orthodox priest Gleb Yakunin, 
after whom the CSI hearing was named, WCC central committee moderator Ted 
Scott, Anglican archbishop of Canada, said representatives of WCC member 
churches in the Soviet Union "have visited him in prison, taken the Bible to 
him, brought him communion and been in constant touch." 


EPS 


SOME CRITICS SAID Ecumenical Press 
TO DISTORT NWICO Service 83van. 14 


Vancouver, 28 July (EPS) - Some critics of proposals for a New World Information 
and Communication Order say it would require licensing of journalists. But a Sri 
Lankan broadcaster who directs research at the London-based World Association 
for Christian Communication, says that is a “gross distortion" of NWICO 
proposals. 


Neville Jayaweera spoke during a public program under the auspices of the local 
planning committee set up in connection with the 18-day Sixth Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, meeting here on the campus of the University of 
British Columbia. He said NWICO aims include freedom for journalists coupled 
with a sense of responsibility, abolition of censorship, acknowledgement of 
bias, a deconcentration of media power, and an end to a one-way flow of com- 
munication. 


The WACC researcher said NWICO is concerned about changes in communications 
patterns and practices in all parts of the world -- East, West, North, and 
South. For instance, he described censorship as a "common phenomenon", and said 
it is exercised in some countries by advertisers. 
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ECUPOINTS: A pot-pourri from the WCC Sixth Assembly EPS 83van.15-16 


83van.15, WOMEN, YOUTH, COMMITTEES: When committee assignments were presented 
to the Seaen sy some delegates objected that eau and youth were under- 
represented. One delegate objected that youth were't represented in peppore ton 
to their numbers among the delegates, another that women and men weren't 
represented equally. The committee assignments were approved after Moderator 
Ted Scott promised that additional women and youth would be added to the 
committees. 


83van.16, THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION CONCERNS: Concern about the rapidly increasing 
gap bepreen theological education needs and resources highlighted a pre- 
assembly meeting in Vancouver of the World Council of Churches Program on 
Theological Education (PTE). The program held a brief executive session and 
then met for two days with nine directors of theological education associations, 
which represent hundreds of theological schools in Africa, Asia, Latin America, 
and North America. The meeting endorsed for ecumenical support a number of 
Third World projects, including a plan for doctoral studies in theology in 
French-speaking Africa and a major fund for self-reliance of theological 
education in Southern Asia. The association directors also discussed ways they 
might collaborate with each other and PTE. 
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ECUTEXT: "Message of Pope John Paul to the WCC Sixth Assembly" EPS 83van.17 


The following greeting from Pope John Paul was read to the assembly by 
Vancouver Roman Catholic Archbishop James Carney: 


"The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you" (1 Cor 16:23). As the delegates and 
other participants of the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches gather 
in Vancouver, I wish to assure you of my deep pastoral interest and closeness in 
prayer. 


I am pleased that, for this important meeting in the service of the ecumenical 
movement, you have decided that the central theme would-be: "Jesus Christ the 
life of the world". In doing this, you have reached out to Christians every- 
where, to all who confess faith in Jesus Christ, believing that "there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). You have affirmed our common belief 
that Jesus is the crucified Saviour, the Redeemer of all, the Lord of life who 
was "designated Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 
Resurrection from the dead" (Rom 1:4), the Risen Christ whose oneness with us in 
all things but sin has firmly established the dignity and worth of every human 
being. 


Ecumenical endeavours such as this bear witness to the ever increasing longing 
of Christians today that the prayer of Christ may be fulfilled: "that they may 
be one" (Jn 17:22). This urgent task, which still encounters many difficulties, 
is indeed challenging and multi-faceted. It requires obedience to the will of 
God and cooperation with his grace. It demands persevering faith and steadfast 
hope. Above all, it impels us to constant prayer and continual conversion. 


As I have made pastoral visits to the Catholic Church in various parts of the 
world, it has been a special pleasure for me to have met with representatives 
of a number of the member-churches of the World Council. Many also have come 
to Rome to further our common efforts of dialogue and mutual understanding. 
Such contacts have advanced the cause of Christian unity, and I trust that 
the present gathering in Vancouver will bring about even further progress 
towards this goal for which we all long. 


Upon all taking part in the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches, I 
invoke the wisdom, light and peace of the Holy Spirit. With the words of Saint 
Paul I say: "My love be with you all in Christ Jesus" (1 Cor 16:24). 

From the Vatican, 12 July 1983 
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(2996) Philip Potter receives a child as one of the 
symbols of life during the opening worship. 


(2997) Native Canadian Vince Stogan lights sacred- 
fire on opening morning. 


(2998) (Preparations. 
(2999) Opening celebration Pacific Coliseum. 


(3000) Keynote speaker Jean Vanier, founder of 
L'Arche Homes for the handicapped, at opening 
celebration. 

(3001) 3000 delegates and others attend opening 
service in worship tent. 


(3002) Archbishop Ted Scott, Philip Potter, Pauline 
Webb who delivered the sermon. | 
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(3003) Greetings from Sarah Simon, 82 year old 
Native Canadian woman, at the Pre-Assembly Women's 
Meeting. 


Orders received before the 7th August will be handled from Vancouver 
Telex:04-508-421 WCC a ver 
After that date contact Geneva address. 
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Among items planned for the next EPS (4 August) are reports 
on the Lima liturgy, Native Canadian participation (including 
their gift to the WCC of a special totem pole), plenary sessions 


on Canada and the Pacific, and on the eight assembly issues. 


The EPS telephone in Vancouver (604/228 4549) is staffed 
from about 1600 till about 500 GMT daily (less on Sundays). 


ASSEMBLY ROUNDUP (1) Ecumenical Press 
THEMES IN FIRST WEEK : Service 83van.18 


VANCOUVER, 31 July (EPS) - Some 3,500 delegates, visitors, media representatives and 
other from all over the world converged here for the Sixth Assembly of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. The opening days launched the 900-plus 
delegates from churches in more than 100 countries, into a lively discussion of the 
assembly theme, ("Jesus-Christ - The Life of the World") four sub-themes and eight 
issues being considered during the 18-day (24 July-10 August) event. 


Worship opened the assembly as about 3,000 persons filled a yellow-and-white striped 
circus tentat the University of British Columbia, assembly site. During the service 
of singing, drumming, music and prayers in six languages, symbols of life from 
various cultures were brought to the altar. Among them a small African baby was 
handed to tall WCC General Secretary Philip Potter, who gently cradled it in his 
arms. 


At the 90-minute service Pauline Webb, a British broadcaster and WCC executive 
committee member, preached against the "bloodletting fanaticism of our time" and 
urged Christians to identify with each other and share one another's sufferings. 


Earlier in the day 15 Native Canadians symbolized North American Indian partici- 
pation in the assembly through the lighting of a ceremonial fire. The fire burns 
during the assembly near an arbor meeting place, and Native Canadians are involved 
in a number of events including the (29 July) presentation of a 15-meter totem pole 
to the WCC. 


On Sunday afternoon, while some 50 demonstrators picked and leafleted passers-by, 
nearly 12,000 persons from the region joined 3,000 assembly participants in two-hour 
service and pageant tracing the scriptural basis of Christian faith. Scripture, from 
creation through Christ's crucifixion and resurrection to the promise of the Holy 
City, was interpreted through readings, liturgical dance and music from a 750-voice 
choir and a brass and percussion ensemble. 


Keynote speaker for the event, Jean Vanier, founder of L'Arche homes for the 
mentally handicapped, said, "Jesus is calling us to make community with the 
littlest, the weakest and the lost of the world. 


The theme and four sub-themes of the assembly were each brought out in a different 
plenary session during the first week. Speaking on the "Jesus Christ - The Life of 
the World" theme, North American Eastern Orthodox theologian Theodore Stylianopoulos 
said the theme is "a call to Christians for radical repentance, spiritual renewal, 
urgency on the walk toward unity, common witness, prophetic action, being ready to 
die for others in Christ's name." South African Reformed theologian Allan Boesak, 
another speaker and the president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, warned 
that the anti-nuclear movement might lead to an “ideology of oppression." He said 
peace may become "primarily a North Atlantic concern" while deprivation and injus- 
tice, especially in Third World countries, are ignored. 


The sub-themes brought a parade of life and moving speakers -well known and unknown 
- to the plenaries. 


A nuclear scientist told a "Life, a Gift of God" session that every scientific 
advance brings both new threats and possibilities. British physicist John Francis 
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said, "We have an immense task before us if we are to harness the true power of 
science and technology to keep the world in peace, to feed the hungry and heal the 
sick." Finnish Lutheran Archbishop John Vikstrom added that when Christians fight 
for God's Kingdom, they are united with "the prince of life who frees and renews the 
life of occupied creation." 


A South Korean church leader once imprisoned for his protests, a Czech theologian 
sharing experiences of living thtough two world wars, the wife of a Bolivian tin 
miner, a Ugandan bishop exiled from his country during Idi Amin's rule and an 
anti-nuclear-war physician shared the dias to talk about "Life confronting and 
overcoming death." Former Korean Presbyterian Moderator Hyung Kyu Park said, "We 
want to die in freedom rather than to live under the nuclear umbrella." Physician 
Helen Caldicott graphically described the effects of a nuclear bomb and then said, 
"Unless we can break the cycle of corporate greed manifested by the role of arma- 
ments of death, the future of the planet is in gross jeopardy." 


West German theologian Dorothee Sdlle told the "Life in its fullness" plenary that 
material wealth cannot coexist with the fullness of life, while a Romanian Orthodox 
nun called her monastic vows "a challenge to the false gods of wealth, pleasure and 
pride. Said Sdlle, "Those who make money their god are bound to make 'security' 
their state ideology and armaments a political priority." 


A speaker in the fourth sub-theme session on “Life in unity" called the early 1980s 
a period of less work and less bread for more people. UNCTAD Deputy Secretary 
General Jan Pronk urged rich nations to help poor nations since it fosters the very 
survival of the world and its economy. Russian Orthodox theologian Vitaly Borovoy 
said the bread of shared eucharistic communion "is an actual realization of the 
united, integral life in Christ" and the "peak of church unity." He said, "If we are 
called to live out this unity, then any hostility, discrimination and division of 
people due to racial, national, ethnic, language or cultural characteristics, sex, 
social status or educational background are incompatible with Christian faith and 
membership in the church." 


WCC General Secretary Philip Potter told a business plenary to take a clear stand 
for both peace and justice. In his 67-minute general secretary's Potter said, "The 
world will be watching us to know whether we will meet the test of being truly a 
house of living stones, built on the rock of faith in God who wills peace for all, 
and the rights of all to be fully themselves whatever their creed or sex or race or 
class or nation." He also prompted some negative reactions by challenging churches 
to "exorcize the heresy of magisterial authority and power in the church," replacing 
it with a more participatory style. 


In other first-week business plenaries, Canadian Anglican Archbishop Ted Scott, 
completing his term as moderator of the WCC Central Committee, said both capitalism 
and communism are inadequate to meet the "deepest human aspirations." He said that 
by forming a new vision based on Jesus as life-giver, Christians could help the 
world break out of its cultural captivity. 


In addition to the offical program for delegates, dozens of speakers addressed 
various public events for guests and people from the local area. The Well was opened 
as a meeting place for women; Ploughsahres was set up as a coffee house to highlight 
peace concerns; books, materials and displays from five dozen groups reached 
thousands in the Agora; a film festival screened movies related to the assembly 
themes. 


(NOTE: This roundup of the first week of the WCC Sixth Assembly was 
prepared by Roger Kahle.) 
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WCC ASSEMBLY TAKES Ecumenical Press 
UP FOUR SUB-THEMES Service 83van.19 


VANCOUVER, 31 July (EPS) - Having heard a theological exposition of its main theme - 
"Jesus Christ - the Life of the World" (EPS 83van.11), the Sixth Assembly of the 
World Council of churches took four 90-minute plenary sessions during its first week 
to consider its four sub-themes. The plenaries were complemented by 60-plus groups 
of 20 or so to allow participants to further reflect on the presentations. 


Sub-themes for the assembly are "Life, a gift of God," "Life confronting and 
overcoming death," "Life in its fullness," and "Life in unity." They were addressed 
by a score of plenary speakers. 


A nuclear scientist from Scotland told the assembly participants that scientists, 
like others, are beset by doubts and fears about the future when confronted with 
difficult choices about the direction science is taking. John Francis, a UK govern- 
ment assistant secretary responsible for social services,said a fundamental law of 
science is that scientists cannot hold back in their research. Yet, Francis said, 
"Increasingly scientists, technologists and engineers directly concerned with some 
of the harder decisions are prepared to open up the debate and acknowledge both the 
gaps in our present understanding and the need for a wider form of democratic 
decision-making." : 


Francis challenged the churches "to become vigorously involved in this dialogue with 
members of the scientific community." They could remind the decision-makers of the 
spiritual dimension of their concern for the future. "We have an immense task before 
us," he added, "if we are to harness the true power of science and technology to 
keep the world in peace, to feed the hungry and heal the sick." 


Finnish Lutheran Archbishop John Vikstrém gave a theological exposition. Good in 

the world can often be achieved only through a struggle with evil, the archbishop 
said. In this situation God the Creator enters the struggle by creating new life and 
protecting life with the message of love, justice and truth. 


In another plenary, former Korean Presbyterian Moderator Hyung Kyu Park, interrupted 
by applause, said, "We want to die in freedom, rather than to live under the nuclear 
umbrella. We want to live as our own masters.... We want justice, which will also 
bring peace -- true peace in the world." Park urged First World Christians to heed 
Jesus' advice to the rich young man to sell all and follow him. "In order to keep 
what you have -- your wealth, your power, and perhaps, your face and honor and the 
reputation of being the First World -- you have to have more destructive power," he 
observed. 


Helen Caldicott, Australian anti-war physician, graphically described the effects of 
nuclear war, which she said could kill 750 million persons in the first hour and 
virtually wipe out the urban populations in the North. 


"Seven hundred billion dollars are spent per year on the conventional and nuc lear 
arms race, and the wealthy Western nations - USA and Europe — and the Soviet Union 
are peddlers of death and armaments to Third World countries. Unless we can break 
the cycle of corporate greed manifested by the role of armaments of death, the 
future of the planet is in gross jeopardy," she said. 


Ugandan Anglican Bishop Misaeri Kauma described the violence that has wracked his 
country before and after independence. Solutions must be found through the tra- 
ditional African method of talking things over, he said, through arms reduction and 
by addressing the problem of poverty. "In spite of this, Uganda as a Christian 
country continues always to hope for the best. ... Ugandans have to carry their 
cross to the very end. Then will come the resurrection," Mauma said. 


(more ) 
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Less work and less bread for more people - that's how a Dutch international de- 
velopment expert described the beginning of the 1980s during another plenary. 


Jan Pronk, deputy secretary general of UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development), said the present internationl economic crisis is more fundamental 
and complex than any previous one. Double digit unemployment figures in the North 
and negative economic growth in the South are its hallmarks. 


The church can help build a system that guarantees work and bread for all, he said, 
by pointing to values such as survival, social justice and an equitable sharing of 


resources. 


"Sharing work and bread with each other and with the yet unborn generation is an 
ethical ecumenical mandate," he said. "Whether the mandate was implemented or not in 
the past did not have consequences in terms of survival. Now it does," Pronk 


observed. 

"Eucharistic communion is not only a spiritual or moral unity," said Russian 
Orthodox Theologian Vitaly Borovoy. "It is an actual realization of the united, 
integral life in Christ." Communion in the eucharist “is the realization and peak of 
church unity," he added. 


From this teaching of the ancient church Borovoy drew contemporary implications. "If 
the bread of the eucharist is the bread of eternal life and in breaking it we enter 
into communion with Christ and each other, it is only natural that we should fight 
against hunger, poverty, illnesses and other manifestations of social injustices 
with regard to other people, who are all other brothers and sisters," he said. 


Currently, Borovoy said, "we use these great riches of Orthodox theology, religious 
and philosophical thought completely legitimately in the context of our parti- 
cipation in the ecumenical movement, and of our life and witness in a secular, 
socialist society." 


Material wealth and the fullness of life cannot co-exist FRG theologian Dorothee 
Sdlle told another assembly session. Echoing that declaration from a quite different 
perspective was the session's second speaker, Mother Euphrasia, a Romanian Orthodox 
monastic nun. Reflecting on her experience, she called monastic vows "a challenge to 
the false gods of wealth, pleasure and pride" and said they "have an ethical message 
for all Christians." 


It is not only that are wealth and fullness of life are incompatible, Sdlle said. By 
participating in structures that impoverish millions of people, the world's wealthy 
not only make impossible fullness of life for themselves but also strip the poor of 
life's goodness. 


"For a good two-thirds of the human family there is no such thing as ‘life in all 
its fullness' because they are impoverished," Sdlle said, "living on the edge of 
death in stark, economically conditioned poverty....The mere struggle for survival 
destroys the fullness of life, the shalom of God." 


"But even in the wealthy first world there is very little fulfilled life to be 
found, only an ever-growing inner emptiness," she continued. “What comes between 
Christ and the middle classes of the first world is not material poverty but 
spiritual emptiness." 


Mother Euphrasia commended prayer as a difficult but necessary step. 'People today 
are secularized and they run away from prayer because they are afraid to look into 
their inner lives, which are very often fragmented and disintegrated." Prayer, she 
said, "restores the human spirit to a stateof fellowship and love." 
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BOESAK, KIVENGERE DISCUSS Ecumenical Press 
"GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR’ Service 83van. 20 


VANCOUVER, 31 July (EPS) - Whether God's "good news" is meant for the materially 
poor or the spiritually poor was debated by two well-known African preachers before 
2,500 people here. The session was the first of three public forums sponsored by the 
local planning committee in connection with the Sixth Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches. 


Ugandan Anglican Bishop Festo Kivengere, exiled from his country during Idi Amin's 
reign, and South African theologian Allan Boesak, outspoken critic of his country's 
apartheid (race separation) policies, presented differing interpretations of the 
biblical injunctions in Luke 4 to preach "good news to the poor" and to set free the 
oppressed. 


"Jesus dealt with the whole person," Kivengere said. By "poor," he meant not only 
material poverty but "the poverty of those whose material needs are more than amply 
met...those with an emptiness in the midst of plenty." 


Boesak told the crowd, "My problem with the bishop's presentation is that the gospel 
never comes to us hanging in the air. The gospel comes to us in the situation in 
which we live, struggle and respond to the word of God." He said, "We must apply the 
power of this word to the situation in which we live." 


Recounting his own experiences of suffering, Kivengere said, "There are oppressions 
that are deeper and wider than physical suffering. There are oppressed people 
out of whom oppression of others is accelerated and exaggerated." 


Boesak, president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, said "poverty is not 
blessed in the Beatitudes, but the poor." The good news comes even to blacks in 
South Africa, he noted. Despite the problems of hunger, the pass laws, the laws that 
keep black families from living together, the good news is that "even though you 
were not created white," God has "taken the side of the poor, taken their side of 
the struggle for justice." 


EPS 
SOUTH AFRICA ALLOWS TUTU Ecumenical Press 
TO COME TO WCC ASSEMBLY Service 83van.21 


VANCOUVER, 28 July (EPS) - Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu, general secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches, has been granted government permission to attend 
the World Council of Churches Sixth Assembly. He was expected to be in Vancouver 
4-11 August. 


Tutu has been denied permission to attend a number of church gatherings outside his 
country, most recently the general assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
Although an earlier request by the bishop for an exit visa to attend the WCC 
Assembly was turned down (the tenth such refusal by the Pretoria government in 18 
months), that decision was reversed 25 July. 


Asked about the change of mind on the part of the South African authorities, WCC 
General Secretary Philip Potter said, "We are happy he is able to come, but we would 


be happier if he had a valid passport as a valid citizen of South Africa |! 
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wcc ASSEMBLY PARTICIPANTS Ecumenical Press 
REACT TO WORLD HAPPENINGS - Service 83van.22 


VANCOUVER, 31 July (EPS) - Various world events had a special impact on parti- 
cular segments of the 3,500 or so people here to participate in the Sixth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches, which continues through 10 August. 


After an outbreak of violence directed at the minority Tamil community, 
President Somasiri Pererra of the Methodist Church in Sri Lanka, and one of 
four delegates from the Indian Ocean island nation, flew home. With him went 
a journalist from the Church of South India (which includes a diocese in 

Sri Lanka). S.S. Arulampalam was unable to contact his family by phone. 


Methodist Chruch Secretary $.M. Jacob and his family reportedly took refuge 
in denominational headquarters after his home and car were burned. Pending 
any action by the assembly, the WCC officers have been asked to send a cable 
expressing council concern. 


The government of British Columbia has proposed major cuts in provincial 
social services. (The WCC assembly site is in that Canadian province.) In 
response, five national denominational leaders - President Robert Binhammer, 
Lutheran Church in America-Canada Section, Primate Ted Scott, Anglican Church 
of Canada, Moderator Clarke MacDonald, United Church of Canada, Moderator Mary 
Henderson, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and President Russel 

Legge, Canadian Council of Churches - sent a letter to BC Premier W.C. Bennett 
protesting the “harshness of your proposed legislation" and the "serious 
social consequences" of it. 


US government policy in Central America and southern Africa prompted separate . 
statements of concern from US assembly participants to US President Ronald 

Reagan. The 236 signers of the Central American statement say they are 

"alarmed and offended by the escalation of US military engagement you have 
ordered" there. They "demand the immediate withdrawal of US forces" and an 

end to "efforts to destabilize or overthrow the legitimate government of 
Nicaragua." The statement on South Africa, signed by 213, opposes the sending 

of "armaments to South Africa through Israel thereby evading the US arms embargo." 
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ECUPOINTS: A pot-pourri from the WCC Sixth Assembly EPS 83van.23-24 


83van.23, CSI CONFERENCE: An international conference sponsored by Zurich- 
based Christian Solidarity International concluded (27 July) with a call to 
the World Council of Churches to "initiate concrete programs" of solidarity 
"with the millions of Christians who suffer persecution and discrimination." 
The CSI conference ended as the WCC Sixth Assembly was in its first days on 
the campus of the University of British Columbia. Most of the CSI conference 
attention was given to the situation in communist and left-wing countries, 
though South Africa and Guatemala were also on the conference agenda. 
83van.24, WOMEN'S FILM SERIES: A seven-film series, "As Women See It," was 
screened as part of the public program during the Sixth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches. Produced with support from the WCC sub-unit on women, 

the series, directed by women, includes films set in India, Nicaragua, Senegal, 
Peru, Berlin, Egypt, and Italy. They are meant, says series producer Pierre 
Hoffman, to "encourage women in other countries.” 
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The final list of nominees to serve on the 145-member central 
committee and the seven-member presidium of the World Council 
of Churches until the next assembly (probably in 1990 or 1991) 
is expected to be available on 5 August, with elections taking 


place over the weekend. 


Also projected for the next EPS (7 August) are items covering 
the reports of small groups to the whole assembly, the further 
meetings of the issue groups, the assembly's peace-and-justice 


plenary, and initial reports and proposals of assembly committees. 


The EPS telephone in Vancouver is staffed from about 1600 
till about 500 GMT daily (less on Sundays). The number is 
604/228 4549. 


CANADIANS CONTRIBUTE : Ecumenical Press 
TO WCC SIXTH ASSEMBLY : Service 83van.26 


VANCOUVER, 4 August (EPS) - Participants in the World Council of Churches Sixth 
Assembly got a 90-minute summary of the history of their host nation during a 
session here led by Canadian actors, musicians, and dancers. 


Playwright Rex Deverell used a trunk as a continuity prop and stuffed it full of 
Canadian state and church history. "A history of Canada that doesn't talk about the 
church is incomplete," he observed during a meeting with assembly visitors. 


Deverell's "litany of Canadian identity" had the audience reacting with delight. 
"We are not Americans because we have a Fench/English problem ... because we have 
enough space to get away from anybody we don't like ... because we aren't a super- 
power ... or the product of a revolution ..." 


But Canadians “are among the world's rich tenth and occupy the largest space per 
capita and have mistreated our native people and numerous immigrants" the litany 
also noted. 


A second litany, "where was the church in all this?" wove its motif through the 
play. The church began on the side of the colonialists three centuries ago and is 
trying to be on the side of people today. Just like the German church, it was a 
largely silent body during the war, allowing the Jews to remain homeless and not 
able to muster sufficient moral strength to muzzle the government's racist intern- 
ment of the Japenese. . 


Canadians present seemed to affirm Deverell's description of their country and 
church - "chaotic...contradictory...confused...working together...pulling-apart." 
And what is God doing in the midst of all this? "What God always is doing, moving 
over the face of chaos, forgiving, loving, empowering." 


On the same day as the plenary, Native Canadians dramatically marked their partici~ 
pation in the assembly as their gift to the WCC and the churches of the world ~ a 
15-meter totem pole carved by Native prison inmates - was raised with the straining 
of ropes, the creaking of pulleys and the cheers of a crowd estimated at 1,000. 


"We searched in our minds and hearts for one of the greatest gifts we could give 
you," said committee member Leonard George. “What we have to offer while you are 
here is little, but it is all we have to give." 


The pole, carved from a single red cedar tree, took the prisoners more than half a 
year to complete. Called the Israel Pole by its creators, it shows the story of 
humanity's spiritual quest through the ages. After the assembly, it is to be taken 
to Geneva and set up at WCC headquarters there. 
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WCC ASSEMBLY CELEBRATES Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL LIMA LITURGY Service 83van.25 


VANCOUVER, 4 August (EPS) - The sun was shining brightly as upwards of 3,500 
Christians from around the world streamed into the yellow-and-white striped worship 
tent on the campus of the University of British Columbia, site of the Sixth Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches. They filled it to overflowing to celebrate "the 
feast of life," the eucharist. 


Throngs of assembly delegates, visitors, advisors, observers, staff members and 
media representatives took a bit more than two hours to celebrate with joyful 
solemnity. The liturgy they used reflects unprecedented theological convergence 
affirmed last year in Lima, Peru, by the WCC Faith and Order Commission on three 
historically church-dividing questions - baptism, eucharist, and ministry. 


Presiding celebrant was Canterbury Archbishop Robert Runcie, an Anglican. With him 
were six ordained assistant ministers from other traditions and parts of the world - 
a Lutheran from Denmark, a Reformed from Indonesia, a Methodist from Benin, a 
Baptist from Hungary, a Moravian from Jamaica, a pastor of the United Church of 
Canada. Flanked by the two women among them, Runcie repeated the biblical words 
recalling Jesus' institution of the eucharist, and then the congregation sang (in 
English to a melody composed by an Argentinian): "Your death, Lord Jesus, we 
proclaim! Your resurrection we celebrate! Your coming in glory we await!" 


The readers and leaders of prayer represented an even broader spectrum, including 
Roman Catholic and Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, whose official norms (not always 
observed) generally preclude them from receiving the bread and wine of the communion 
under such ecumenical auspices. 


In his own language, Russian Orthodox Archbishop Kyrill led the congregation in 
prayer "that we may soon attain to visible communion in the Body of Christ, by 
breaking the bread and blessing the cup around the same table." 


West German Roman Catholic Bishop Paul Werner Scheele read Jesus' words in German 
from John's gospel: "The bread that I shall give is my flesh, for the life of the 
world." 


Unity in diversity, sharing and participation marked the service. It followed a form 
common in many, though not all, Christian traditions. Prayers and readings were 
punctuated by sung congregational responses. At points toward the end of the 
eucharistic prayer, parts assigned to one of the leaders were voiced by the 
congregation as well. Hands raised, the six assistant ministers and the preacher 
joined Runcie in giving the final blessing. 


The liturgical leaders dressed according to their custom. The result was a colorful 
gamut of garments. Likewise, the clothing of the congregation ranged from suits to 
jeans. Some, including the young Native Canadian who read a lesson, wore distinctive 
national dress. 


Unleavened bread for the eucharist was baked on campus by a cook in one of the 
residence halls. About 60 two-person teams from around the world took the bread and 
wine for distribution to various parts of the tent. The creamic cups and plates they 
used were handmade by a local potter and sported an ecumenical logo. 


The congregation's offering of money was sent to the victims of racial violence in 
Sri Lanka. It totalled about 8,000 Canadian dollars. 
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PACIFIC CHURCHES PRESENT Ecumenical Press 
SELVES TO WCC ASSEMBLY Service 83van.27 


VANCOUVER, 4 August (EPS) - The churches of the Pacific islands - scattered across 
vast areas - have a new perspective and a growing unity with which to face a vast 
array of problems that contradicts the tourist-poster image of a Pacific paradise. 


As national churches have become autonomous over the past two decades "selfhood and 
indigenous leadership brought a new outlook and total concern for the welfare of all 
the peoples within the region and beyond," Sione A. Havea, Methodist minister and 
ecumenical pioneer from Tonga, told the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches here. 


Speaking during the Pacific plenary, which began with regional songs (led by 
participants in their traditional dress) and featured the exchange of leis (flower 
garlands) by the delegates, Havea told the assembly that “our Pacific presence here 
.eeis clear evidence of the ecumenical perspectives we have taken." 


After more than a century when the churches of the Pacific were, Havea suggested, 
like wood-borers - each weakening the wood as it bored along an independent path 
-the churches acknowledged each other and began to work together in partnership in 
mission with the formation in 1966 of the Pacific Conference of Churches. 


As a result a "Pacific theology relevant to our situations" is beginning to emerge, 
Havea said. "We look to our history, our culture as well as the gospel as the 
measuring rods. Before, the gospel was foreign and western. Now it is relevant and 
meaningful. Before, our Christ had blue eyes and spoke English or French. Now we see 
him brown-eyed; he speaks our language, and is one of us inclusively." 


Leslie Boseto, bishop and moderator of the United Church of Papua New Guinea and the 
Solomon Islands, told the plenary that the “forces of nuclear power, transnational 
corporations, religious movements, and international economic systems of the 
powerful cannot be faced...by divided churches and nationalities." 


He said that "our small groups of islands and atolls, (so attractive) to the 
powerful nations, cannot afford to travel independently in isolation from one 
another. We must travel together as God's community in Christ in our Pacific 
region." 


Ecumenism must be taken seriously "in relation to stewardship of time, organ- 
isations, institutions, material and human resources," he urged. And he added that 
the churches in the region "cannot go on as if ecumenism is only for external 
relations rather than internal." 


Boseto asked the assembly to take seriously the Pacific understanding of the “total 
concern of God for the wholeness of our human community in the Pacific" which is 
rooted and grounded not in communism or capitalism but “our traditional foundation 
of communalism." 


Not only does that mean the end to the introduction of more religious groups in the 
Pacific - "the Pacific is not longer a mission field" - and reexamination of the 
policies of missionary agencies, the bishop said, it also requires a positive 
commitment by all churches with whom the Pacific has relationships "to encourage and 
increase their commitments to the course of unity and solidarity of all the 


followers and soldiers of Christ in the Pacific." 
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PACIFIC'S ANGUISH, Ecumenical Press 
PROBLEMS SURVEYED Service 83van.28 


VANCOUVER, 4 August (EPS) -'The basic system of injustice remains in the Pacific 
today," Darlene Keju-Johnson told the Pacific plenary at the World Council of 
Churches Sixth Assembly. The Marshall island native, who received a standing ovation 
after her testimony, recalled that 66 nuclear bombs have been exploded at Bikini and 
Enewetak in the Marshalls. Those explosions “continue to affect the people today." 


She herself has recently had a tumor removed and has three more in her body. "I 
don't know what causes them, but like many Marshallese I am afraid for the future.” 


She is also worried that if she has children, she might, like some Marshallese 
women, have babies "with growth like horns on their heads or six fingers or toes." 
The most dreaded is the "jelly fish" baby which breaths and moves up and down but 
"is not shaped like a human being. It looks like a bag of jelly." 


The Pacific islands are scattered across a region so vast that the assembly was 
shown a slide where Africa, the US, Central America, and India were placed in the 
Pacific space with room to spare. Yet the total population is only a few million 
with almost no international political clout. 


The plenary heard about the region's two colonialisms: the classic form with the 
French still holding New Caledonia, the US, Micronesia; and the modern version where 
transnationals dominate tourism and resource development. 


Lack of job opportunities and a skewed cultural heritage have created high rates of 
alcoholism, suicide, and outmigration. Tourism, a major source of income, is in the 
hands of transnational companies, which increases dependence on outsiders. 


Above all, the plenary heard the anguish of Pacific islanders over the use of their 
region by the US and France for nuclear testing (more than 250 explosions since 
1945), the dumping of toxic wasters, and the construction of more than 100 nuclear 
power plants. 
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VANCOUVER, 4 August (EPS) - In a public statement at the World Council of Churches‘ 
Sixth Assembly, here, French church representatives have asked the Pacific peoples 

and churches "for forgiveness for France's continued use of your ocean as a testing 
area for nuclear weapons." 


They record French Protestant Federation opposition, often expressed with the Roman 
Catholic Church, to nuclear arms, the arms race, and the arms trade; and point out 
that in December 1982 the four French WCC member churches called for an end to 
nuclear tests at Muruora, in the Pacific. In May 1983, they continue, the French 
Reformed Church urged French Christian communities to demonstrate their solidarity 


with the Evangelical Church of Polynesia, to work to "breach the wall of silence" arour 


French Pacific nuclear tests, to work with others to end such tests, and to persuade 
the French government to pursue a "consistent" disarmament policy. 


However, the statement concedes the difficulties of the task because of French public 
support for the government's nuclear policies. Thus French churches do not 
“entertain any hope" of a policy change in the near future. 


The representatives also detail actions taken by local church groups against Pacific 
nuclear tests, and declare their solidarity with the campaign to make the Pacific a 
nuclear-free zone. 
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EIGHT ISSUES ON Ecumenical Press 
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VANCOUVER, 4 August (EPS) - Without a single change in facial expression, eight 
masked figures elicited laughter and applause from the audience at a plenary session 
as they dramatized issues confronting the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches. 


Wearing larger-than-lifesize masks and appropriate costumes the dramatists portrayed 
emotions ranging from boredom with churchly speechmaking to joy at being part of the 
church community. They represented "flesh and blood audiences" outside the assembly 
- an unemployed Asian youth, an African peasant, a disabled person from South 
America, a professional worker from southern Asia, a pastor and a janitor from North 
America, a scientist and a business person from Europe. 


In contrast to the flesh and blood, eight ghostly figures dressed solely in black 
except for pale masks, represented the eight issues being considered in eight groups 
that met eight times during the assembly's second week. The contrast between the two 
sets of dramatists suggested that the issues being considered have no relevance 
apart from the people they affect. 


That point was also made by Armenian Catholicos Karekin II, a vice-moderator of the 
WCC central committee, who introduced the issues. He urged delegates to enter 
vigorously into the issue-group discussions. "When one's personal faith and one's 
unequivocal and committed conviction are involved in the discussion," he said, 
"then the quality of attitude becomes quite different from the purely academic, 
intellectual, practical, technical, professional approach." 


The delegates, he said, must return to their home communities with a commitment to 
the action taken as a result of the issue discussions. "We become the ambassadors of 
the mandate of this assembly" when the meeting is over, Karekin said. At the point 
where "the issues become our issues," he added, "the assembly ends in Vancouver and 
opens in all the corners of the earth where human life is lived." He also urged that 
the issues be seen in relation to each other. 


"An accusation often made is that the WCC emphasizes social and political issues to 
the exclusion of spiritual or theological or ecclesiological issues," Karekin 
observed. "In fact," he said, "all assemblies have tried to look at the situation 
facing the whole church in the whole world." 


In a nonverbal way, the dramatists repeated that message at the conclusion of their 
presentation. Each masked figure joined an issue representative. Together, each pair 
attached to a frame a symbol of their issue. When all eight placards were attached, 

a symbol of the whole ecumenical movement had been created -- the ecumenical ship. 


The skits that preceded that moment were sometimes optimistic, sometimes skeptical, 
but showed the complexity of the issues that have already generated thousands of 
words. 


The eight issues are "witnessing in a divided world," “taking ateps toward unity," 
"moving towards participation," “healing and sharing life in community," "con- 
fronting threats to peace and survival ," “struggling | for justice and human dignity," 
"learning in community" and “communicating credibly." 
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VANCOUVER, 4 August (EPS) - Participants at the Sixth Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches who are bored with assembly documents, or simply want more to read, have 
a wide range of choice from material handed out by groups unrelated to the assembly. 


Some protest human-rights issues. The Tamil Association calls on the WCC to include 
discrimination in Sri Lanka as part of its anti-racism program. A Palestinian 
Christian criticizes the pro-Zionist position of Evangelical Christians. Taiwanese 
warn of the impending suppression of the Presbyterian Church there. 


A Vancouver-based correspondence school offers delegates a "free home Bible study 
course" as part of a "Know-your-Bible Campaign". A local church identifies King Juan 
Carlos of Spain as the Apocalyptic beast numbered 666. Another leaflet warns 
delegates concerned about disarmament that world peace "will not be accomplished 
before Christ's Second Coming". 


Most unofficial literature, however, comes from avowed anti-ecumenical groups. The 
International Council of Christian Churches, which prohibits membership to churches 
"in, or represented by, the World Council of Churches", has issued a letter to 
delegates. It says the WCC "has from the beginning promoted peaceful coexistence 
with the Communist world and contributed directly to their gains geographically, 
militarily and politically over the world". 


The Free Presbyterian Church of Canada - linked with Ulster preacher and politician 
Ian Paisley - distributes a magazine "exposing the World Council of Churches". It 
speaks of WCC "support for Marxism and terrorism", and a syncretistic "ecumenical 
dream". It prophesies that the day is coming "when the WCC joins Rome", and calls on 
participants to separate themselves from the WCC, quoting a biblical text commanding 
Christians "to be separate... and touch not the unclean thing". 


Perhaps most bizarre of all, however, is the "Club of Life" which ° 

disrupted some assembly-related events and which in a reversal of the usual charges, 
claims that Andropov and the KGB are agents of the Russian Orthodox Church. They are 
said to be linked together in a thousand-year-old conspiracy to suppress the 
filioque clause in the Nicene Creed, prevent US development of laser-beam 

weapons, and institute Moscow as the seat of a new world empire. 


EPS 


WCC LEADERS SEND MESSAGE Ecumenical Press 
TO UN ON CENTRAL AMERICA Service 83van.32 


VANCOUVER, 4 August (EPS) - World Council of Churches leaders have sent a message to 
UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar urging him to renew his efforts to 
"resolve peacefully the Central American conflict." 


The message, signed by Moderator Ted Scott (primate of the Anglican Church of 
Canada) and General Secretary Philip Potter, follows: 


“Participants in the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches meeting in 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada, have in various ways expressed deep concern about the 
recent escalation of threats to use massive armed force against Nicaragua. As 
officers of the WCC we wish to acknowledge your efforts to resolve peacefully the 
Central American conflict. We urge you to renew those efforts, using your good 
offices to further the process of negotiation, to bring about the withdrawal of 
foreign military forces from the region, and to ensure the sovereignty of Nicaragua 
and the inviolability of its national borders. Be assured of our prayers and our 
readiness to support your efforts in every way available to us." 


EPS 
ROLE OF EAST EUROPEAN Ecumenical Press 
ORTHODOX WOMEN CITED . Service 83van.33 


VANCOUVER, 4 August (EPS) - Contrary to a general perception, the role of women in 
Orthodox church life is large, four women from East European Orthodox churches told 
a lunchtime meeting at the Well, the women's center at the Sixth Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches. 


Romanian Orthodox nun Nazaria Nita told the group that although the role of Orthodox 
women differs from that of Protestant women, and in government, “in practice, the 
role of women in the life of the church is more important than any formal, insti- 
tutionalized role could ever be." 


Ordination of women is not an issue among Orthodox women in Eastern Europe, said 
Nina Bobrova of the external church relations department of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. "We understand our role in the traditional way," she said, explaining that 
women in the Orthodox churches participate by reading in church, singing in the 
choir, serving in such church offices as treasurer and chairperson of the parish 
council. 


In addition, some have been taking advantage of new opportunities to participate. 
Ten women are among the Russian Orthodox delegation to the assembly, Bobrova said, 
almost one-third of the delegates. That differs much from the 1968 assembly in 
Uppsala when she was the only female delegate or in Nairobi in 1975 when she was 
one of three women in her delegation. 


The opening of Russian Orthodox seminaries to women for specialized training as 
church music conductors was cited as another important opportunity. A recent 
graduate, Olga Ponomarieva, spoke about the experience of the women who have been 
admitted since 1979. "Very many women want to study in our seminary," she said, 
noting that at least 100 young women applied last year for the 20 places available. 


EPS 


DETERRENCE DIFFERENCES Ecumenical Press 
SURFACE DURING FORUM Service 83van.34 


VANCOUVER, 4 August (EPS) - Ron Sider, North American Evangelical writer and 
theologian, shared his dream here of a "peace revival sweeping across North America, 
West Europe, East Europe, and the Soviet Union", of people coming into a loving 
relationship with Jesus and rejecting the pei ti ant nuclear realism that has 
brought us to the brink of destruction" 


Sider was speaking here at a forum on "the deterrence debate" organized as part of 
the "Ploughshares Coffeehouse" program at the World Council of Churches' Sixth 
Assembly. He called for civilian defense based on principles of Gandhi and Martin 
Luther King to replace the "security through violence mankind has sought for a 
millennium". 


But fellow panelist John Habgood, the new Anglican archbishop of York and moderator 
of the 1981 WCC hearing on nuclear weapons, insisted that Christians need to 
concentrate on the world of politics "where dreams are not enough". He said that 
everyone abhors nuclear war, but the question is how to take political steps that to 
make it less likely. 


Habgood emphasized that Christians must face the fact that nuclear weapons are "with 
us for the foreseeable future, whether we like it or not". The total abolition of 
nuclear weapons is utopian, he continued; nuclear technology cannot be de-invented. 


One appeal of nuclear weapons to politicians said, is that they offer "security on 
the cheap." Citizens must realise, he added, that conventional weapons might cost 
more. 


There was disagreement too when Habgood, answering questions, criticised campaigns 
of civil disobedience directed against nuclear development programs. “There is 
recourse through the ballot box", he said. But a California Anglican ordinand in the 
audience, on trial for trespass at a laser development site, said she believes she 
had no option after California citizens voted for a nuclear freeze, but "however 
hard we vote, no one listens". 


EPS 


TWO JOIN WCC; Ecumenical Press 
TOTAL NOW 301 Service 83van.35 


VANCOUVER, 4 August (EPS) - Two new members have joined the World Council of 
Churches following ratification of their applications by the WCC Sixth Assembly, 
meeting here. They bring the total of WCC member denominations to 301, in more than 
100 countries. Both the new members were approved last February by the WCC 
executive committee /EPS 83.03.60/. 


The two are the Baptist Convention of Nicaragua and the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church of South Africa. Founded by American Baptist missionaries in 1971, the BCN 
became autonomous in 1971. It counts about 35,000 members in 58 congregations and 
105 preaching stations. The EPCSA began in 1875 under Swiss Reformed auspices. It 
became autonomous in 1962. Formerly known as the Tsonga Presbyterian Church, it 
counts about 30,000 members in 32 congregations and seven preaching stations. 


The new WCC membership total of 301 also reflects consolidation of representation of 
the Eastern Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch, based in Damascus. Until now, its 
North American archdiocese was counted as a separate WCC member. 
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SHOPTALK 


The next EPS (9 August) is to include results of elections for the 
WCC presidents and 145-member central committee. Also planned are 
items on the assembly's "witness for peace and justice" and statements 


and reports approved by the assembly as a whole. 


The EPS telephone in Vancouver (604/228 4549) is staffed through 12 
August from about 1600 till about 500 GMT. 


ASSEMBLY ROUNDUP (2): Ecumenical Press 
WEEK 2 WORSHIP, ISSUES Service 83van.36 


VANCOUVER (EPS) - Major acts of worship marked the start and the end of the second 
week of the World Council of Churches Sixth Assembly on the campus of the University 
of British Columbia, here. 


The week opened on Sunday (31 July) with a eucharistic celebration of commitment to 
Christian unity. Upwards of 3,500 people filled the worship tent to overflowing to 
celebrate the "Lima liturgy." 


At week's end, during a series of gatherings for worship and witness that took more 
than 12 hours from Friday evening through Satuday morning, thousands highlighted 
concern for peace and justice. 


In between, the 835 delegates and hundreds more visitors and observers tackled many 
issues before the assembly - among them peace, unity, justice, participation, 
healing - in groups that ranged in size from under 10 to several hundred. 


Canterbury Archbishop Robert Runcie was presiding celebrant for the Lima liturgy, 
assisted by six other clergy from different continents and Christian traditions. 


Like the baptism, eucharist and ministry (BEM) text approved by the WCC Faith and 
Order Commission in Peru in 1982, the liturgy reflects theological convergence in 
the spectrum of Christianity from Roman Catholic to Orthodox to Re formation 
churches. 


"This eucharist," Runcie said, "is what unites a badly divided and broken world" and 
"points to our future unity." Among the readers and leaders of prayer were West 
German Roman Catholic Bishop Paul Werner Scheele and Russian Orthodox Archbishop 
Kirill. 


Later in the week official Roman Catholic observers at the assembly said the Vatican 
has sent the BEM text to each diocese and has asked its ecumenical officers to 
arrange for study at all levels. A two-third response rate was projected. 


The "witness for peace and justice” took place Friday evening (5 August) through the 
next morning, the 37th anniversary of the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima. At the 
vigil's opening worship participants were invited "to uphold, uplift and respect the 
lives of persons and peoples, the life of all creation." Following a two-hour 
opening interfaith "public witness," participants processed to the worship tent 
where Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Olof Sundby led Christian "worship for peace and 
justice" for two hours, with WCC General Secretary Philip Potter presenting a 
meditation. Around midnight the throng was to be addressed by Bishop Desmond Tutu, 
who was scheluded to arrive earlier in the day after finally getting the South 
African government's permission for a trip to the assembly. 


Through the night representatives of each region and continent took turns leading a 
prayer vigil in the tent. At 7:30 Saturday, North American Greek, Orthodox Arch- 
bishop Iakovos celebrated the eucharist, assisted by other Eastern Orthodox hier- 
archs. From 9:30 worship, song and dance continued at Ploughshares, a coffee house 
at the assembly. The assembly itself had a schedule of hearings, small-group, 
committee and plenary sessions. 


(more) 


assembly roundup/2 


Outside of the special services and the four daily worship services, assembly 
participants spent most of the week delving deeply into the assembly's many issues. 
Eight masked figures drew applause and laughter as they dramatized assembly issues 
at a Monday morning plenary. Wearing larger-than-life masks and appropriate cos- 
tumes, the dramatists portrayed emotions ranging from boredom with ecclesiastical 
speech-making to joy at being part of the church community. 


After the introduction to the eight issues - witnessing, unity, participation, 
healing, peace, justice, learning and communicating - Oriental Orthodox (Armenian) 
Catholicos Karekin II, a WCC vice-moderator, urged delegates to enter vigorously 
into the issue group discussions. "When one's personal faith and one's unequivocal 
and committed conviction are involved (in the discussion)," he said, “then the 
quality of attitude becomes quite different from the purely academic, intellectual, 
practical, technical, professional approach." 


And enter into the discussions they did. Almost since the assembly began each 
participant has been part of one of about 60 small groups for discussion and Bible 
study. These groups in turn formed eight cluster groups to share their experiences. 
Finally the fruits of the cluster groups were brought to the entire assembly. 
Besides this, delegates selected one of the eight issues and then held sessions on 
those topics and sub-topics. These groups summarized their concerns in the form of 
resolutions during the final days of assembly. 


At one of the two plenary sessions reporting results of the small and cluster 
groups, Church of England delegate Ruth Etchells said her cluster resolved 
tensions between approaches to issues in six words: "Christ resolves conflict; 
Christ activates change." 


Swedish-American theologian Krister Stendahl provided a theological reflection on 
the cluster group reports by saying the theology handed down to us “is being 
chastened to a new awareness." He said, "Jesus said you don't live by bread alone, 
but he never said that to a hungry person. You never find Christ acting only as a 
pastoral counseler; he usually did something." 


Among the many concerns voiced in the group reports were the problem of hunger, the 
caste system in India, the Armenian question, the Ku Klux Klan, the disabled, the 
role of "worldwide Christian communions"™ in the WCC, participation of women and 
youth, and the ordination of women. 


One approach to solving problems came from New Zealand Anglican Bishop Whakahuihui 
Vercoe, a Maori, who said churches should approach more problems through careful 
listening. He said, "Let's get under their skin and not impose a philosophy which we 
don't understand anyway." And in the communication issue group, Elizabeth Okwenje of 
the All Africa Conference of Churches urged a search for “media that are truly ours 
to manage and afford, media that do not talk down to people, media that not only 
instruct but call for participation." 


EPS 


WCC ASSEMBLY DEBATES Ecumenical Press 
‘PEACE/ JUSTICE DRAFT Service 83van.37 


VANCOUVER, 7 August (EPS) - What kind of statement on peace and justice should the 
Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches make? As delegates debated a draft 
of such a statement different tendencies were clear. Some want a statement they 
would consider more nuanced and balanced. Others favor wording which could at least 
be interpreted as a call for unilateral nuclear disarmament. 


Taking the former stance was English Anglican Bishop John Habgood. He moderated the 
November 1981 WCC nuclear disarmament hearings in Amsterdam. "In some ways," he 
said, “this statement distorts the balance of that report. Where the report is 
carefully worded, this statement exaggerates. Where the report draws a careful 
distinction between theological judgments and practical recommendations, this 
statement confuses the two." He asked that the statement be "much more respectful of 
the various conditions in our various countries and various churches." 


Supporting his position was US Lutheran Bishop David Preus. "I understand that this 
statement calls the churches to support unilateral disarmament. Many of us do not 
believe unilateral disarmament is a constructive move toward peace," he said. 


The specific paragraph mentioned by Preus does not use the words “unilateral 
disarmament." It does ask the churches to declare unequivocally "that the production 
and deployment as well as the use of nuclear weapons are a crime against humanity 
and must be condemned on ethical and theological grounds." In a later press confer- 
ence, US Presbyterian Co-Stated Clerk William P. Thompson said the draft “could be 
interpreted as a call for unilateral disarmament." Thompson moderates the committee 
which prepared it. 


Calling for a stronger statement was (US) United Church of Christ President Avery 
Post. "This paper could have even a sharper cutting edge," he said, "It is urgent - 
but far less urgent than it should be. It is declarative, but I suggest that there 
should be more imperative statements in the prophetic tradition." 


"Peace and injustice cannot coexist," said Kenya Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu. He 
responded to the draft on behalf of issue group 6, "struggling for justice and human 
dignity." "There will be no peace in the whole of Africa," he said, “with the 
increasing militarization of the area by the Soviet Union and the United States. 
There will be no peace while millions in Africa die of hunger while million in the 
North die of overeating. Those people will fight for their lives." 


Responding to the draft on behalf of issue group 5, "confronting threats to peace 
and survival," Russian Orthodox Archbishop Kirill agreed that the churches must 
"proclaim the link between peace and justice" and must develop a "clear and theo- 
logically credible position of security and peace." 


Christian peacemaking must be active and courageous, said Aruna Gnanadason of the 
Church of South India, responding to the draft from the pre-assembly women's 
meeting. "Women know, out of our own lives, that relationships can be healed between 
two people if one person takes the first step. This is also true between nations," 
she said. "Churches must advocate first steps toward reconciliation and disarma- 
ment." 


EPS 


"NEW INTERNATIONAL ORDER' Ecumenical Press 
URGED IN WCC ASSEMBLY DRAFT Service 83van.38 


VANCOUVER, 7 August (EPS) - "Peace requires a new international order based on 
justice for and in all the nations, and respect for the God-given humanity and 
dignity of every person," says a draft statement on peace and justice presented to 
the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches, meeting here until 10 August. 


Observing that an ecumenical approach to peace and justice is based on the belief 
that "without justice for all everywhere we shall never have peace anywhere” the 
statement says, "What is demanded is a deliberate fusion of the struggles for peace 
and justice." 


Focusing on growing threats to justice and peace, the statement notes that the 
present economic crisis has resulted in even greater injustice for the developing 
countries, denying millions basic needs of life. "The failure of UNCTAD VI has 
dashed hopes for meaningful North-South dialogue," it observes. 


Refering to growing "rampant militarism,” the statement says the survival of 
millions of people is now threatened by effects of nuclear bombings, weapons 
testing, the dumping of nuclear wastes, raging wars, oppression and repression. 
Observing that security is inseparable from justice it says, "No nation can pretend 
to be secure so long as others' legitimate rights to self-determination, sovereignty 
and security are neglected or denied." 


"True security for the people demands respect of human rights, especially social and 
economic justice for all within every nation, and a political framework that would 
ensure it,” it adds. 


Following a session during which assembly delegates offered reactions and comments, 
(EPS 83van.37) the statement was sent back to a 35-member committee. It returned 
a revised statement to the assembly for action during its last days. 


EPS 
12 MORE SEATS ON NEW Ecumenical Press 
WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE Service 83van. 39 


VANCOUVER, 7 August (EPS) - The new World Council of Churches central committee, to 
serve from now until the next WCC assembly in 1990 or 1991, has been increased in 
size from 133 to 145. Though the intent of the nominations committee was to reflect 
the sex, confessional and age distribution of the assembly, the proposed central 
committee falls short of the goal in the categories of youth and women. 


Women were 29.5 percent of delegates projected for the assembly. The proposed 
central committee would have 26.2 percent women. Youth were 13.4 percent of pro- 
jected delegate totals. On the proposed central committee 9.7 percent would be 30 or 
under. 


Thirty-three members of the new central committee would be Orthodox (Oriental and 
Eastern), 28 Reformed, 21 Lutheran, 15 Anglican and 15 Methodist. The West Europe 
delegation would be the largest with 29 members, followed by East Europe (24), 
Africa (23), United States (23), Asia (20), and the Middle East (10). 


Proposed for election as WCC presidents were Anglican Archbishop W.P.K. Makhulu 
(Botswana), Oriental Orthodox Metropolitan Paulos Mar Gregorios (India), Methodist 
health consultant Nita Barrow (Barbados, Lutheran Bishop Johannes Hempel (GDR), 
Reformed educator Marga Bihrig (Switzerland), former United Church of Canada 
Moderator Lois Wilson, and Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Ignatios (Syria). 


EPS 


CHURCH REPS MEET Ecumenical Press 
FROM UK, ARGENTINA Service 83van.40 


VANCOUVER, 7 August (EPS) - In an interview after a meeting of British and Argentine 
participants in the World Council of Churches Sixth Assembly here, Canterbury 
Archbishop Robert Runcie said he is "pleased with the creation of an atmosphere for 
further dialogue". 


The closed meeting of about eighty people brought together people from Britain and 
Ireland, on the one hand, and Argentina and other Latin American countries on the 
other. It follows an earlier meeting in June in Rio de Janeiro between a small 

number of representatives from the Argentine Consultative and British Councils of 


Churches. 


Runcie, who is also president of the BCC, did not attend the earlier meeting but said 
he was impressed with the discussions as reported back to assembly participants. 

"The character of the questions and comments revealed the problems in a Christian 
spirit. The subjects touched upon the ways people saw the historical questions and 
the problems for the future, and revealed that areas of fear and conflict may be 
tackled with hope for the future", he said. 


Argentine theologian José Miguez-Bonino, a WCC president who visited Britain last 
year on a WCC pre-assembly visit at the height of the conflict in the South 
Atlantic, said the meeting "provided an opportunity to report the contents of 

the discussions" which have gone on between the two councils of churches "since the 
very beginning of the conflict." 


BCC General Secretary Philip Morgan, who was refused an entry visa by the Argentine 
government when he tried to meet church representatives there earlier this year, 
emphasised that the series of meetings is not an attempt at negotiation, but rather 
a way of communication between Christians, sharing perceptions and information. 

"The meeting was happy and cordial", he reported. "It fulfilled the hopes for its 
success that we had, and shows the value of the conversations we carry on amongst 
ourselves", he continued. He reported that at the meeting he presented Miguez-Bonino 
with an invitation for Argentine church representatives to attend the BCC Assembly 
early next year. 


EPS 
ASSEMBLY WORSHIP Ecumenical Press 
SEEN AS CENTRAL Service 83van.4l 


VANCOUVER, 7 August (EPS) - "This is the Lord's doing. It is marvellous in our 
eyes." WCC staff member Wesley Ariarajah expressed surprise and delight. He and 
others involved in planning for worship at the Sixth Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches had hoped it would have a much stronger presence than at other assemb- 
lies, but they hadn't dared expect the impact worship would have at this event. 


"We're surprised that so many people have understood what we intended," Ariarajah 
told a press conference. "This is a praying assembly. And the worship is at the 
centre of our life here." 


The special worship tent is one factor in the positive assessment. Not all those 
involved in the planning felt it either appropriate or practical. At one point, 
there were suggestions that the whole idea be scrapped and that worship take place 
in the plenary hall as at previous assemblies. "The tent has helped show that 
worship is central," Dieter Trautwein, assembly worship advisor from the Federal 
Republic of Germany, told the press conference. 


EPS 


DELEGATES REFLECT ON COUNCIL, Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENISM IN FEEDBACK SESSION Service 83van.42 


VANCOUVER; 7 August (EPS) - After more than a week of prepared programs, delegates 
to the World Council of Churches Sixth Assembly here had the chance at plenaries (2, 
3 August) to have their say on the WCC and the ecumenical movement. The sessions 
included summary statements from the eight "cluster groups" in which the 835 
delegates met for discussion. 


Aaron Tolen (Cameroon Presbyterian Church) reported that his cluster group sees the 
WCC as catalyst that permits things to happen at the member-church level. But, he 
said, the power to act and decide remains with the member churches. Antoinette 
Panhuis (United Protestant Church of Belgium) reported her cluster said the “main 
obstacle to unity is distrust" of motives, ideologies and hidden purposes of others. 
She said there is a need to go "through a process of healing" before the ecumenical 
movement can do much. 


Swiss Reformed Marga Bihhrig said it all boils down to "who has the power." She said 
little power has been given to people to forge their destiny. Her cluster group 
wanted delegates to ask if "we are a church who can challenge the power of the 
world."' "We need to be clear on the kind of power we use," she said. 


Another cluster-group reporter focused on theological concerns. Swedish Lutheran Per 
Erik Persson said his group urged thorough study of the recent theological 
convergence text on baptism, eucharist and ministry. If Christian unity is a gift of 
God, he asked, why "do we hesitate to act on what has been given to us?" 


British Eastern Orthodox George Dragas outlined tensions churches face in dealing 
with theological issues. He illustrated one of the problems of unity by citing the 
issue of women's ordination. In a spirited reply, during the open discussion, Swiss 
Reformed Nicole Fischer said, "The price of unity is very expensive. Don't put it 
all on the question of ordination of women." 


Czech Brethren delegate Josef Smolik said participation of youth goes beyond 
inclusion in assembly delegations. Youth need to see, he said, that “ecumenism is 
not just a structure based in Geneva, but a dynamic movement." Finnish Lutheran John 
Vikstroém said issues of unity and renewal of human community should be taken 
together and not competitively. "We need to pay special attention to the biblical 
basis of these two concepts," he said. "We want to be involved in one ecumenical 
movement, not two." 


EPS 
CONCERN EXPRESSED ON WCC Ecumenical Press 
DELEGATE TOTALS, RATIOS Servie 83van. 43 


VANCOUVER, 7 August (EPS) - Midway through the Sixth Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches, the credentials committee reported that 75 delegate spaces were 
unfilled. It noted "with concern" that as a result only 835 delegates from WCC 
member churches are here for the gathering. 


The committee also expressed concern that there are fewer young people and women 
than the central committee asked for (women 33% and youth 20%) and that "churches 
still try to include young women in two categories instead of nominating young women 
and women separately." 


Delegates 30 and under are 13.53% of the assembly; female delegates are 29.58%; 
ordained delegates total 52.93%. 
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(3018) The elements used at the Lima liturgy: 
Unleavened bread was baked on campus by a 
residence-hall cook; the ceramic goblets and plates 
with ecumenical logo were handmade by a local pot- 
ter. (3019) A large crowd attended the assembly’s 
opening worship. (3020) Leaders of the Lima liturgy 
(from left): Livingsten Thompson, Moravian, 
Jamaica; Harry Henry, Methodists, Benin; Elisabeth 
Lidell, Lutheran, Denmark; Robert Runcie, Anglican, 
England; Caroline Pattiasiana-Torch, Reformed, In- 
donesia; Jesudasan, United, India; Robert Wallace, 
United, Canada. (3021) Gifts are brought forward 
during the celebration of the assembly eucharist. 
(3022) Brother Roger of Taize greets Wendy 
Chamberlain (US). (3023) Native Canadian 
volunteers and honorary rope-pullers raise totem 
pole. (3024) The totem pole being raised. (3025) The 
eight assembly issues introduced by a dramatic 
presentation. (3026) Slides, music and live presenta- 
tions were used to portray concerns of the Pacific 
people. (3027) Actors tell the assembly the story of 
Canada’s history. (3028) John Francis, nuclear 
physicist from Scotland, speaks to the assembly. 
(3029) Darlene Keju-Johnson of the Marshall 
Islands, a public health worker, describes the ef- 
fects on her people of nuclear-test radiation. (3030) 
Jan Pronk, deputy general secretary of UNCTAD, 
speaks to the assembly. (3031) Plenary presentation 
by Vitaly Borovoy, Russian Orthodox representative 
at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. (3032) Linda 
Katsuno, third generation Japanese Canadian, 
reads a lesson during assembly worship. (3033) 
Metropolitan Chrysostomos of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate leads the rite of sharing blessed bread. 
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The next EPS (12 August) is to include items on actions of the 
final days of the Sixth Assembly, as well as a roundup report 


on its third. and final week. 


The final EPS (15 August) in this eight-part series offering 
special coverage of the assembly is to include a roundup report 
on the entire assembly, plus items from the first meeting of 


the newly elected central committee. 


CHURCHES URGED: SPEND Ecume.iitcal Piess 
MORE ON HUMAN RIGHTS Service 83van.44 


VANCOUVER, 9 August (EPS) - Churches should spend more money on their own and 
ecumenical human rights efforts, delegates to the World Council of Churches Sixth 
Assembly said here in a "statement on human rights." Not only did the delegates urge 
the continuation of present WCC programs in human rights, they also said attention 
should be stepped up in monitoring, advocacy, study work, consciousness-raising, 
expressing solidarity, getting governments to adopt new legal instruments, and a 
“pastoral approach, which combines prayer, preaching and practical efforts in 
action." 


Delegates said since the last assembly in Nairobi in 1975 "the churches have seen 
the need to broaden their understanding of human rights to include the right to 
peace, the right to protection of the environment and the right to development, the 
right to know one's rights and the struggle for them." And they stressed the 
“complexity and inter-relatedness of human rights." 


The statement notes there has been a "general deterioration in the quality of life 
and the emergence of new forms of human degradation." Among situations highlighted 
for "special concern and commitment" are: promoting freedoms of expression and 
association; the increase in torture, disappearances, and extrajudicial executions; 
the plight of indigenous people, especially their land rights; increased 
militarization; the rise of religious fanaticism; the right of workers to establish 
and join trade unions; the predicament of refugees; and the problems of migrant 
workers, whether inside or outside their home countries. 


EPS 
ASSEMBLY PROCEDURES Ecumenical Press 
ON APPEALS OUTLINED Service 83van.45 


VANCOUVER, 9 August (EPS) - Appeals from groups or individuals for World Council of 
Churches’ intervention cannot be acted on by the assembly without the support of 
delegates or member churches, but will be followed up by the WCC general secre- 
tariat, Ninan Koshy, WCC international affairs director, told a press conference. 
“That's the procedure of the assembly, whether the appeal comes from Moscow or 
Alabama or Frankfurt," Koshy said, “but this procedure in no way minimises the 
importance of the concern expressed in these petitions". 


He was responding to journalists’ questions about two of more than 50 individual and 
group appeals that have been referred to the assembly business committee. 


One was from Russian Orthodox Deacon Vladimir Rusak concerning a refusal of per- 
mission to publish a book he wrote on the history of his church since the Communist 
Party came to power in 1917, and accusing the Russian Orthodox delegates from the 
Soviet Union of political aims. The second came from the Christian Committee for the 
Defense of Believers Rights in the USSR, on behalf 

of 33 imprisoned believers and 20,000 Pentecostals trying to emigrate. 


The business committee has advised the WCC general secretariat to consult with 
Russian Orthodox delegates as a next step in the process. Koshy said the WCC has no 
mandate to intervene in internal affairs of its member churches. He told the press 
conference that the larger issues of human rights raised by the appeals will be 
dealt with by the council in its ongoing work. 


EPS 


ROLE OF WORSHIP STRESSED Ecumenical Press 
IN 'STEPS TOWARD UNITY' Service 83vaii 46 


VANCOUVER, 9 August (EPS) - Both "prayer and action help deepen our understanding of 
faith," says a report on "taking steps toward unity" received almost unanimously by 
the World Council of Churches Sixth Assembly here. Responding on behalf of its 
drafters to an hour of comment in plenary on the report, US Disciples of Christ 
ecumenical officer Paul Crow said the "Lima Liturgy," used as the order for the 31l 
July celebration of the eucharist at the assembly has a values in reflecting the 
relationship of doctrine and liturgy. 


The report, to be transmitted to the member churches for "appropriate study and 
action," reiterates the WCC's goal of "visible unity in one faith and in one 
eucharistic fellowship". It reads, "This single vision unites our two profoundest 
ecumenical concerns: the unity and renewal of the church and the healing and destiny 
of the human community." It says the assembly highlighted a "eucharistic vision" 
that integrates "liturgy and diaconate, proclamation and acts of healing." 


A few speakers cautioned against overemphasizing the eucharist. Some Reformed and 
Lutheran delegates said that both word and sacrament are central to the church's 
unity, while another said the highlighting of the Lima liturgy is premature and that 
churches shouldn't be encouraged to use it until they have had an opportunity to 
discuss it. Crow said in the context of the WCC documents in question, the eucharist 
means boths proclamation and the Lord's Supper. 


The report recommends a timetable for responding to the 1982 WCC text on baptism, 
eucharist and ministry (BEM). It suggests that by the end of 1984 churches give 
brief progress reports on their discussion of the text, which spells out major areas 
of theological convergence. It says official responses should be sent during 1985, 
in time for a Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order, projected for 1987 or 
1988. : 


EPS 


INTER-AMERICAN COVENANT Ecumenical Press 
SIGNED AT WCC ASSEMBLY Service 83van.47 


VANCOUVER, 5 August (EPS) - An effort to “create a living bridge of solidarity in 
Christ spanning the Americas" was initiated here with the signing of a "Covenant 
for Life" by more than 300 Central American and US participants at the Sixth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


Congregating on a University of British Columbia soccer field, they surged forward 
to sign the two-page covenant even before organizers could get their paraphernalia 
arranged and conduct the brief service of commitment to solidarity and unity. 


"We call for a freeze on new arms shipments and the withdrawal of all ‘outside’ 
military personnel, advisers and consultants" in that area, the signers agreed. 
They included participants from the US, Nicaragua, Guatemala, El Salvador, Costa 
Rica, Puerto Rico and Mexico. 


The covenant commits signers to unite in prayer and fellowship for study and 
"educational and political actions to reverse the US policy in Central America," 
to serve as "agents of justice and reconciliation" and to promote and facilitate a 
"process of peaceful negotiation" respecting the rights of all peoples. 


EPS 


WCC ASSEMBLY OKAYS Ecumenical Press 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE Service 83van.:48 


VANCOUVER, 9 August (EPS) - A new 145-member central committee for the World Council 
of Churches was elected today after two young women were substituted from the floor 
of the plenary and an ordained male was discovered to be young. Also, W.A. Visser '‘t 
Hooft's continuation as an honorary president was approved by the assembly. 


The revised committee list was approved by a show of hands with three opposed and 
approximately 30 abstentions among the 800-plus delegates. Earlier Moderator Ted 
Scott announced abstentions could be recorded by name. 


The new committee includes 17 people 30 or under (11.72 percent). (Youth 
representation at the assembly is 13.44 percent). 


With various changes in the nominations list, the largest groupings on the committee 
are: Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, 32; Reformed, 30; Lutheran, 22; Anglican, 15; 
Methodist, 14; United, 13. Counting the seven presidents increases the Orthodox 
total by two, and the Reformed, Lutheran, Methodist, Anglican, and United totals by 
one each. 


Strong protests were voiced by youth, Middle East Protestants and delegates from the 
Latin countries of Europe when nominations for the top administrative body of the 
World Council of Churches were presented. 


Discussion focused on criteria for selecting nominess for the 145-member central 
committee and seven-member presidium. Of the committee, 29 are from West Europe, 24 
from East Europe, 23 each from Africa and the USA, 20 from Asia. The Middle East has 
10, Australia/New Zealand/Pacific 7, Caribbean/Latin America 7 and Canada 2. 


Numerous youth and youth sympathizers protested that a draft committee list 
contained only 9.66 percent people 30 and under, with none from North America or the 
Middle East. Earlier in the assembly, delegates agreed representation of women and 
youth in the new committee should coincide with their representation in the 
assembly. (Women are 29.49 percent of assembly delegates, 26.21 percent of the 
committee.) Harry Ashmall, moderator of the nominations committee, said, "In the 
future we need a different kind of base, differently styled delegations from the 
member churches." 


Ghana Judge Annie Jiagge, one of the six outgoing WCC presidents said that the 
real problem is "with the churches. When they send delegates, they think first of 
the moderator or the bishop." WCC Deputy General Secretary Konrad Raiser said the 
only long term solution is to take more women into church leadership positions. He 
also noted that young and female participants in the assembly are not equally 
distributed by region, making the task of achieving balance in nominations more 
difficult. 


André Appel of France maintained that representation of Latin countries in Europe 
dropped from the previous three to one because they are minorities and pressure was 
exerted by stronger churches. "If we accept that, the WCC will lose its credibility 
in our countries when it talks about supporting the weak," he said. 


EPS 


wcc ASSEMBLY IN VIGIL Ecumenical Press 
FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE Service 83van.49 


VANCOUVER, 9 August (EPS) - Early on there was a very personal account of the havoc 
wreaked on one Japanese family by the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima 38 years ago. 


In the worship tent, (5 August), Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Olof Sundby opened the 
World Council of Churches Sixth Assembly all-night vigil for peace and justice with 
a very sobering reminded that "we sense the dark clouds of war that creep over us; 
we sit in the shadow of death." 


Yet from this somber, even depressing beginning the two-and-a-half hour service of 
prayer, preaching and singing slowly took 3,500 participants through prayers of 
penitence, reminders of the transfiguring grace of God and the transforming power of 
Christ, through thanksgiving, exchanging symbols of peace, and a final affirmation 
that we too can be "messengers of liberation, justice and peace in the world." With 
one voice the gathering sang "Hallelujah! Amen!" 


Swept along by a rising tide of Christian joy and hope, participants were ready to 
signal by their sustained applause that they affirmed with South African Bishop 
Desmond Tutu: "If God be for us, who can be against us!" In a little over two hours 
the mood had changed from somberness, even sadness, to corporate and personal 
expression of a resolve to bring the world Christ's message of peace and justice. 


Participants shared bread and figs to strengthen them for "the journey ahead." Then 
each made a symbol of peace out of a single wire and exchanged it with a neighbor as 
a symbolic act of commitment to work together for peace and justice. 


Shortly after midnight, Tutu, general secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches who has antagonized authorities by his outspoken opposition to apartheid 
(race separation), was introduced by Sundby. He received sustained applause. 


"When one looks at the state of the world today," Tutu said, "one says with relief, 
thank God I'm not God! When you stand in this place where so many of God's children 
are gathered together, you say, Thank you, God, that you are God! It is one of the 

most wonderful things to belong to the Church of God," he added. 


"If you do not believe in the power of prayer," he continued, "take it from me that 
the age of miracles has not ceased. Otherwise why am I here?" The crowd applauded 
loudly. 


"We in South Africa, who have had a few problems to handle have been upheld wonder- 
fully by your tremendous prayers," he said. "When the power of evil seems to be 
rampant, we have experienced God in your prayers like a wall of fire keeping away 
evil. 


As the overnight part of the vigil wore on, participation dwindled to 250 or so Die 
hards were trying various methods to keep warm: from newspapers on the knees, to 
paper bags around the feet, to the arrival of resident hall blankets that gave rise 
to informal cluster groups throughout the tent. The sign of peace at the vigil's 
close was replaced by most with an exchange of warmth. The overnight hours were 
predominantly a speakers' forum, interspersed with singing, prayer, meditations, and 
cat-naps. At the Eastern Orthodox celebration of the eucharist which followed at 
7:30 on the morning of 6 August, Archbishop lIakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America, spoke on the transfiguration of Jesus. 
He remarked, among other things, that he is "a bit apprehensive” that because of the 
many issues on the assembly agenda, its theme, "Jesus Christ - the Life of the 
World" might be reduced from "the kind of powerful experience it should be to one of 
shallow, empty symbolism. " 
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ECULEXT: “LIFE TOGETHER - WCC SIXTH ASSEMBLY MESSAGE" EPS: 83van.51 


Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, from the Sixth Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches in Vancouver, Canada. We represent four hundred million people of three 
hundred member churches. Among us women, young people and persons with disabilities 
are participating in larger numbers than before. Thank you for your supporting 
prayers. We are filled with praise to God for the grace given to us since our last 
meeting. In many places churches have grown in numbers and depth of commitment. We 
rejoice in courage and faith shown in adversity. We are humbled by those newly 
called to be martyrs. The Holy Spirit has poured out these and many other gifts, so 
that we meet with thanksgiving. 


This meeting comes in a succession which began at Amsterdam in 1948 with the 
commitment to stay together. Since then we have been called to grow together and to 
struggle together. Here under the theme "Jesus Christ, the Life of the World" we are 
called to live together. In the Assembly we taste that life. Our worship in a great 
tent which reminds us of the pilgrim people; the presence of Canadian Indians which 
has challenged us; our moving prayer and praise in many languages but one spirit of 
devotion; our struggles to face divisive issues; the songs of children - all are 
part of life together in the Christian family. The significant participation of 
guests from other faiths and of thousands of visitors speaks to us of the wider 
human community. 


This engagement together in Vancouver underlines how critical this moment is in the 
life of the world, like the turning of a page of history. We hear the cries of 
millions who face a daily struggle for survival, who are crushed by military power 
or the propaganda of the powerful. We see the camps of refugees and the tears of all 
who suffer inhuman loss. We sense the fear of rich groups and nations and the 
hopelessness of many in the world rich in things who live in great emptiness of 
spirit. There is a great divide between North and South, between East and West. Our 
world - God's world - has to choose between "life and death, blessing and curse". 


This critical choice compels us to proclaim anew that life is God's gift. Life in 
all its fullness reflects the loving communion of God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. This is the pattern for our life, a gift filled with wonder and glory, 
priceless, fragile and irreplaceable. Only when we respond in a loving relationship 
with God, with one another and with the natural world can there be life in its 
fullness. The misery and chaos of the world result from the rejection of 

God's design for us. Constantly, in public and private, fellowship is broken, life 
is mutilated and we live alone. In the life of Jesus we meet the very life of God, 
face to face. He experienced our life, our birth and childhood, our tiredness, our 
laughter and tears. He shared food with the hungry, love with the rejected, healing 
with the sick, forgiveness with the penitent. He lived in solidarity with the poor 
and oppressed and at the end gave his life for others. In the mystery of the 
Eucharist the resurrected Lord empowers us to live this way of giving and receiving. 
"Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but rb ae 
dies it bears much fruit' (John 12:24). Only the converting power of the Holy Spirit 
enables this way of life to be formed in us. Such a transformation is costly and 
means the willingness to risk even death in our Kingdom pilgrimage. 


On that road we acknowledge our unfaithfulness. The division of the Church at 
central points of its life, our failure to witness with courage and imagination, our 
clinging to old prejudice, our share in the injustice of the world - all this tells 
us that we are disobedient. Yet God's graciousness amazes us, for we are still 
called to be God's people, the house of living stones built on Christ foundation. 
One sign of this grace is the ecumenical movement in which no member or church 
stands alone. 


message/2 


The Assembly therefore renews its commitment to the ecumenical vision. The Lord 
prays for the unity of his people as a sign by which the world may be brought to 
faith, renewal and unity. We take slow, stumbling steps on the way to the visible 
unity of the Church but we are sure the direction is essential to our faithfulness. 
Since the Nairobi Assembly there has been movement in many places, new united 
churches, acts of common witness, local ecumenical projects. There is new theolog- 
ical convergence which could enable decisive steps towards one eucharistic 
fellowship. We especially thank God for the hope given to us by the "Baptism, 
Eucharist and Ministry" document and seek widespread response to it. 


We renew our commitment to mission and evangelism. By this~we mean that deep 
identification with others in which we can tell the good news that Jesus Christ, God 
and Saviour, is the Life of the World. We cannot impose faith by our eloquence. 

We can nourish it with patience and caring so that the Holy Spirit, God the Evan- 
gelist, may give us the words to speak. Our proclamation has to be translated into 
every language and culture. Whatever our context among people of living faiths and 
no faith, we remember that God's love is for everyone, without exception. All are 
invited to the banquet. Jesus Christ, the living bread, calls everyone who is 
hungry, and his food is unlimited. ; 


We renew our commitment to justice and peace. Since Jesus Christ healed and 
challenged the whole of life, so we are called to serve the life of all. We see 
God's good gift battered by the powers of death. Injustice denies God's gifts of 
unity, sharing and responsiblity. When nations, groups and systems hold the power of 
deciding other people's lives, they love that power. God's way is to share power, to 
give it to every person. Injustice corrupts the powerful. and disfigures the power- 
less. Poverty, continual and hopeless, is the fate of millions; stolen land is a 
cause of bitterness and war; the diversity of race becomes the evil imprisonment of 
racism. We urgently need a few international economic order in which power is 
sahred, not grasped. We are committed to work for it. But the question comes back to 
us, what of the Church? Do we yet share power freely? Do we cling to the wealth of 
the Church? Do we claim the powerful as friends and remain deaf to the powerless? We 
have tasks near home. 


Injustice, flagrant, constant and oppressive leads to violence. Today life is 
threatened by war, the increase in armaments of all sorts, and particularly the 
nuclear arms race. Science and technology, which can do so much to feed, clothe and 
house all people, can today be used to terminate the life of the earth. The arms 
race everywhere consumes great resources that are desperately needed to support 
human life. Those who threaten with military might are dealing in the politics of 
death. It is a time of crisis for us all. We stand in solidarity across the world to 
call persistently, in every forum, for a halt to the arms race. The life which is 
God's good gift must be guarded when national security becomes the excuse for 
arrogant militarism. The tree of peace has justice for its roots. 


Life is given. We receive God's gift with constant thankfulness. At the Assembly's 
opening worship a mother held up her baby at the Lord's table. It was a sign of hope 
and of continuity of life. Sometimes we are almost overcome by the smallness and 
insignificance of our lives; then we feel helpless. But as we feed upon the bread of 
life in worship we know again and again God's saving act in Christ in our own lives. 
We are astounded and surprised that the eternal purpose of God is persistently 
entrusted to ordinary people. That is the risk God takes. The forces of death are 
strong. The gift of life in Christ is stronger. We commit ourselves to live that 
life, with all its risks and joys, and therefore dare to cry, with all the host 
heaven, 'O death, where is your victory?' Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. 
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The final EPS in this eight-part series with special 
WCC assembly coverage will be dated 15 August and 
include items on actions taken during the assembly's 
final two hours (southern Africa, Central America, 
Pacific, Cyprus, world food situation), a two-page 
roundup of the entire assembly, and items from the 
first meeting of the new WCC central committee (11-12 
August), including election of the new officers and 


executive committee. 


WCC ASSEMBLY BACKS Ecumenical Press 
UN ON AFGHANISTAN Service 83van.52 


VANCOUVER, 12 August (EPS) - Amid sharp plenary debate calling on one hand for more 
balance in World Council of Churches statements, and on the other for ecumenical 
loyalty, the WCC Sixth Assembly adopted a resolution supporting UN efforts toward 
peace in Afghanistan. 


Delegates from Pakistan, Italy, Norway and other countries spoke strongly against 
the wording, saying that especially when compared to the statement on Central 
America soon to be discussed, it showed a lack of balance in WCC statements. 


Delegates from the Soviet Union called the statement balanced and realistic, and 
appealed to the assembly to be loyal to the ecumenical movement and to avoid issuing 
a document that could be used for propaganda against the Soviet Union. 


The statement, 27 lines long in the English version, lends the support of the WCC to 
the efforts of the UN secretary general to resolve the conflict and summarizes the 
major points of his initiatives, including that arms supplies to opposition groups 
from outside should be ended, and that Soviet troops should withdraw from the 
country as part of a total political solution. 


That the assembly was divided was clear from the speeches long before the vote was © 
taken on an amendment that would have called for an “immediate withdrawal" of Soviet 
troops and deleted reference to the opposition groups. The amendment was defeated 
306 to 278, with 35 abstentions. 


The vote came near the end of one of the sharpest floor debates of the assembly. 
"The drafters have selected the weakest possible language," said Alexander J. Malik 
of the Church of Pakistan. "If it were any Western country, the WCC would have 
jumped on it and denounced the country in the strongest possible language. Here, it 
only expresses its concerns." Nothing, he said, was mentioned about what he called 
Soviet "atrocities" in Afghanistan. At least four other speakers echoed this theme. 


Speaking for the resolution, Soviet Baptist Nickolai Zverev said, "The statement is 
well thought through and reflects the state of things. We know very well the point 
of view of Western delegates but the information available to us is of a different 
nature." Russian Orthodox Archbishop Kirill said: "This is a challenge to our 
loyalty to the ecumenical movement. At least accept this in the name of the 
effectiveness of our joint ecumenical effort for peace and justice." 


The resolution had been carefully worked out among representatives of all of the 
churches concerned, according to William P. Thompson, of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), moderator of the originating committee. "We have reached a position where it 
was the least that could be accepted by one side, the most that could be accepted by 
another," he said. When a motion was made to return the paper to committee, he asked 
the delegates to reject it, saying the committee had already done its best and could 
do nothing different. 


The resolution as finally accepted by the delegates makes clear that the steps to 
achieving peace outlined in the paper are the initiatives suggested by the UN 
secretary general and are not necessarily those of the WCC. In this form, it 
received approval from 479 of 642 voting delegates including 142 who abstained. 
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ASSEMBLY SPEAKS -Ecumenical Press 
ON MIDDLE EAST Service 83van.53 


VANCOUVER, 12 August (EPS) ~ Churches should help create a wider awareness of the 
justice of the Palestinian cause and of the suffering of Muslims and Christians 
living in East Jerusalem and other occupied territories as part of an overall 
effort to help bring peace to the Middle East. 


That was. among suggestions from. the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 


in a statement on the Middle East adopted on the last of its 18-day meeting (10 August). 


Saying that "prospects for peace" have been pushed back further by recent events, 
the delegates reiterated the WCC position that a peaceful settlement to the regional 
conflict requires "the withdrawal of Israeli troops from all territories occupied 

in 1967" and "the right of all states, including Israel and Arab states, to live 

in peace with secure and recognized boundaries". 


Also, the delegates said, any settlement will need to insure "the rights of the 
Palestinians to — determination including the right of establishing a sovereign 
Palestinian state." 


To help bring about progress toward negotiations, delegates urged WCC members "to 
build greater awareness among the churches about the urgency and justice of the 
Palestinian cause" and to encourage their governments to participate in a UN con- 
ference on Palestine this month. 


Separately from the issue of Palestinian rights, delegates addressed the question 
of Jerusalem. After the drafting committee had altered the section on 

religious communities in the city, delegates voted decisively to return the 
statement to its original, stronger wording. The statement now calls for "wider 
ecumenical awareness of the plight of the indigenous Muslim and Christian communi- 
ties suffering from the repressive actions of the occupying power in East Jerusalem 
and other occupied territories." 


Delegates also asked the churches to express their concern that "Arab Muslims and 
Christians continue to experience serious difficulties and are often prevented from 
visiting the Holy City" despite Israeli law guaranteeing free access to the holy 
places. 


To resolve the Israeli-Palestinian question, the crisis in Lebanon, and the question 

of Jerusalem, delegates urged dialogue and negotiations among the religious 

groups involved. In the sphere of political negotiations, the delegates said Israel, 
the Arab states and the Palestinian Liberation Organization should all be included. 


The churches of the Western world were called on "to recognize that their guilt 
over the fate of Jews in their countries... has often led to uncritical support of... 
Israel, thereby ignoring the plight of the Palestinian people and their rights." 


At the close of the session, WCC General Secretary Philip Potter said the officers 
of the council had sent greetings and assurance of continued prayers on behalf OL ae 
the assembly to Coptic Orthodox Pope Shenouda,. confined by the Egyptian 
government to a desert monastery since September 1981. 
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WCC ASSEMBLY ISSUES Ecumenical Press 
PEACE/ JUSTICE TEXT Service 83van.54 


VANCOUVER, 12 August (EPS) - The churches of the world have been challenged to 

speak out more boldy than ever against the nuclear arms race and to work for justice 
around the world, recognizing that “without justice for all everywhere we shall 
never have peace anywhere." The challenge came from delegates to the Sixth Assembly 
‘of the World Council of Churches, here, as they overwhelmingly approved a seven-page 
"statement on peace and justice." 


Earlier in the 18-day assembly, a draft of the statement stirred lively debate, with 
some delegates calling for more emphasis on injustice as a threat to peace. Another 

point of contention was between those who hoped the assembly would make a statement 

about the ultimate goal of peace, and others who advocate what they consider a more 

pragmatic approach. 


The paper adopted today, a page longer than the draft, took into account many of 
the suggestions made in earlier debate, according to William P. Thompson, 
(Presbyterian Church (USA)), moderator of the originating committee. 


The question of whether the paper called for the churches to advocate unilateral 
disarmament, a point raised in the earlier discussion, did not emerge in the final 
discussion, although the paragraph some speakers believed to support the unilateral 
position remained in the document, along with an expanded section explaining it 
more fully. 


"We call upon.the churches, especially those in Europe, both East and West, and in 
North America," the document says, "to redouble their efforts to convince their 
governments to reach a negotiated settlement and to turn away now, before it is too 
late, from plans to deploy additional or new nuclear weapons in Europe, and to begin 
immediately to reduce and then eliminate altogether present nuclear forces." 


The world economic crisis "has contributed to even greater injustice for the 
developing countries, denying millions of basic necessities for life," the statement 
says, pointing out particularly "the link between the arms race and economic 
development, the effects of rising defense budgets...and the ensuing strain on the 
international system as a whole..," 


Among other things, the document cites "blatant misuse of the concept of national 
security to justify repression, foreign intervention and spiralling arms budgets." 
Security, it says, can be achieved "only as a common enterprise of nations." 


As steps toward a more peaceful world, the assembly asked the churches to encourage 
the efforts of the United Nations, call for real progress in arms control nego- 
tiation, and urge that nuclear weaponry not proliferate further among the world's 
nations. 


Delegates also said "Christians should give witness to their unwillingness to 
participate in any conflict involving weapons of mass destruction or indiscriminate 
effect," and called on churches to urge their respective governments to make 
provisions for the rights of conscientious objectors. 
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WCC ASSEMBLY RECEIVES Ecumenical Press 
PEACE/SURVIVAL REPORT Service 83van.55 


VANCOUVER, 12 August (EPS) - Nuclear deterrence can never provide the foundation for 
genuine peace. It must be categorically rejected as contrary to faith in Jesus 
Christ, says a report received by the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches today. 


The report on “confronting threats to peace and survival" is to be forwarded to the 
301 member churches for study and action. A "statement on peace and justice" (EPS 
83van.54), voted on separately, represents an official WCC position on these issues. 


Conceding national security is a legitimate concern, the report challenges concepts 
of national security that "exceed the needs of legitimate defense or seek economic, 
political and military domination of others." 


Deterrence should give way to "common security for all" nations, it says. This 
common security requires "conversion of all economies from military to civilian 
production" and "making the machinery for peaceful settlement of international 
conflicts more effective." 


The report says "the time has come when the churches must unequivocally declare the 
production and deployment, as well as the use, of nuclear weapons are a crime 
against humanity that must be condemned on ethical and theological grounds". It 
appeals for a “universal covenant" to delegitimate nuclear weapons and warfare, and 
condemn them as violations of international law. 


The second part of the document is on science, technology and the human future. 


In industrial countries technolocyv creates problems of pollution and hazards to 
health and safety, it says. In developing countries the introduction of advanced 
technology will almost certainly be destructive of traditional ways of life and the 
cycle of exploitation of resources and pollution of the environment will be 
repeated, it predicts. 


Transnational companies are criticized as distorting development patterns in 
developing countries, stifling local initiative, exercising undue influence on 
national decision-making and undermining the public sector. 


Rapid advances in bio-ethics and the diminution of non-renewable fuel supplies are 
pinpointed as areas of particular concern. On the first, churches are asked to 
monitor genetic engineering developments and dialogue with scientists on the 
theological understanding of human nature. 


Paulos Gregorios, moderator of the issue group that prepared the report, explained a 
theological preamble had been dropped from the report in the interests of brevity. 
However, WCC General Secretary Philip Potter, after hearing delegates' discussion, 
suggested that biblical affirmations of faith and some reference to previous WCC 
theological work on the issues would be added by officers of the issue group, 
recognizing different theological views exist on these matters. 


On the vote to receive, six were opposed and 25 or so abstained. There are about 800 
delegates. Some editorial revisions in the text are to be made in light of the floor 


discussion. 
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WCC ASSEMBLY SUGGESTS Ecumenical Press 
PARTICIPATION CHANGES Service 83van.56 


VANCOUVER, 12 August (EPS) - The Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches has 
referred to the 301 member churches a seven-page document on "moving towards 
participation". It suggests how churches can use the "special gifts" of laity, 
women, youth, the elderly, children and the disabled. It also urges churches "to 
support people's movements and development groups" 


Comments during the 45-minute discussion of the document focused on changes urged to 
make it more positive, to eliminate what some consider inadvertant elitism and to 
point out topics, such as homosexuality, missing in the draft. 


Among the suggestions made for ensuring better participation are: 


- re-examination of church programs to see if they "constitute appropriate 
instruments for equipping laity for ministry in the world." 

- preservation of church programs for women and youth in a time of budget cutting. 

- continued study by Orthodox churches of the role of women. 

- special church programs during the 1985 International Youth Year. 

- increased ministry to the rapidly growing population of elderly. 

- inclusion of children in the church decision-making process. 

- elimination of physical barriers to the disabled in church facilities. 

- reconsideration of rules against ordination of disabled persons. 
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WCC ASSEMBLY CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
"LEARNING IN COMMUNITY’ Service 83van.57 


VANCOUVER, 12 August (EPS) - Theological education for the "whole people of God", 
not just clergy, was affirmed by the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Gugaches 
here. "If implemented, it would have something close to a revolutionary effect,' 

said Mercy Oduyoye of Nigeria, moderator of the group which prepared the document on 
"learning in community." It has been referred to the WCC member churches. 


"Theology is...a reflection on faith in God and its implications, including life- 
style, decision-making, equipping for action in society, and relationship with God 
and persons," the report says. 


Further, the assembly says, theological education must link action and reflection, 
experience and tradition, the personal and the corporate, the local and the global. 
It calls for "spiritual development and ecumenical understanding towards a goal of 
a new human community ," and notes various kinds of non-traditional families about 

which the church is to be concerned. 


On theological education, a Danish delegate said many churches give women an 
opportunity for such education but do not find a use for them. She urged the 
churches to consider how women with theological training can participate in leader- 
ship roles as well as worship and Christian education. 


Reflecting the emphasis on worship that has marked the assembly, the group suggested 
liturgy include non-verbal aspects. Liturgical education should incorporate hymns 
that are "peace-oriented rather than militaristic, use inclusive language, incor- 
porate justice and peace concerns, and convey community rather than individualistic 
attitudes," the document advises. 
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PEOPLE SAID KEY Ecumenical Press 
TO HEALTH CARE Service 83van.58 


VANCOUVER, 12 August (EPS) - Viewing people as the "key to the success of health 
care," a document on "healing and sharing life in community" was unanimously received 
by the Sixth Assembly of the World Council.of Churches for transmission to and 

study by WCC member churches. 


A short discussion included suggestions that aging, death and dying, sharing in 
mission (Third World churches sending missionaries to the First World), more 

emphasis on the "sanctity of life" in the recommendation dealing with abortion and 
medical ethics, and the sharing of the world's wealth, be taken into account in final 
editing. Speaking for the committee, GDR Lutheran Bishop Johannes Hempel said all 

the suggestions are acceptable. 


The church is asked to teach the normalness of disability, aging, and dying and the 
need to prepare for them. It is affirmed that a disabled person can be a leader in 
the church, with ordination "a symbol of our acceptance." Barrier-free architecture 
and transporation are advocated as well as communication aids during worship. 


Other proposals deal with alcohol and drug abuse, care for the disabled and the 
aging, and sharing spiritual, material and human resources. A new church-related 
"international monetary fund" is suggested to eliminate donor/receiver attitudes. 
Models of ecumenical sharing are said to be especially needed. 


In a series of 14 recommendations to all churches, family planning, abortion, 
euthanasia, and genetic counselling and manipulation, are listed as issues needing 
examination in particular national, cultural and confessional contexts, with special 
attention to pastoral questions. 


Among other health issues the report urges churches to address the need to 
challenge governments to control and restrict "the production and marketing of 
alcohol, tobacco and addictive substances." It also says churches should 

"give guidance in personal Christian lifestyle in order to counter the appeals and 
attractions of alcohol, tobacco and addictive drugs, especially with young people." 
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WCC ASSEMBLY CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
"COMMUNICATING CREDIBLY' Service 83van.59 


VANCOUVER, 10 August (EPS) - New communications media, put to proper use, can 
enhance life rather than diminish it. However, the media are unevenly distributed 
and their control is in the hands of a few powerful countries and transnational 
corporations. That is among findings included in a report on “communicating 
credibly" received by the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches and 
transmitted to WCC member churches for study and action. 


Delegates declared that Christian communication is about Jesus Christ. The most 
effective Christian communication is said to be person-to-person, coming out of 
authentic experience, meeting people where they are, and building community. 

However, mass media are here to stay and their use will increase in all parts of the 
world, the report affirms. 


The church has a prophetic role to play, the report says. It must provide a 
continuing critique of the performance, content and techniques of the mass media 

and the ideologies that lie behind them. It should assist the churches in developing 
media awareness so local churches can do critical analysis of media performance. 
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ASSEMBLY REVIEWS Ecumenical Press 
WCC-RC RELATIONS Service 83van.60 


VANCOUVER, 12 August (EPS) - Relationships between the World Council of Churches and 
the Vatican have been strengthened in the years since the last WCC assembly in 


Nairobi, according to a report approved by delegates to the WCC's Sixth Assembly, 
here. 


Looking ahead, the assembly said the first priority must be "the task of ecumenical 
formation." The assembly noted that Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, president of the 
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, concurred with this judgment in a 
letter to the WCC approving the joint WCC-RC report, a letter the assembly 
"sratefully" acknowledge(d). "We have tended to take too much for granted that there 
is a sound knowledge of the ecumenical movement, of its history, and of the 
principles which are at stake,‘ Willebrands wrote. 


The assembly statement highlights success in initiating a number of joint studies, 
an effort strengthened by Roman Catholic full membership in the WCC Faith and Order 
Commission. 


While the report focuses on world-level WCC-RC relationships, the assembly notes 
that the ecumenical initiative is moving more and more to the local and national 
levels. The frontiers of ecumenical relations have also been broadened by bilateral 
dialogues between many WCC member churches and the Roman Catholic Church at national 
or world levels. 


Although Roman Catholic units are actively involved with a number of WCC units, the 
report speaks of an "unevenness of collaboration." It points out specifically new 
difficulties occurring in the area of social collaboration and urges that "flexible 
forms of collaboration on the international as well as on the national and local 
levels" be found. Basil Meeking, here on behalf of the unity secretariat, responded 
to the assembly action. The relationship between the WCC and his church, he said, 
"has gone beyond the stage of polite friendship." 
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SALVATION ARMY REP Ecumenical Press 
ASKS 'POSITIVE' VIEW Service 83van.6l 


VANCOUVER, 12 August (EPS) - In response to a request from the official observer of 
the Salvation Army at the World Council of Churches Sixth Assembly, delegates agreed 


to change the location and the content of wording about WCC-SA relationships in a 
report it approved. 


Deleted was a sentence about the Army in a section on "criticism of the WCC." 
Inserted was a "positive" statement offered by SA representative Victor Keanie. It 
says that in the past several years, the Army "entered into dialogue with WCC 
leaders and requested agreement to its continuing its support for the World Council 
as a world confessional body...To facilitate this, the Salvation Army relinquished 
its full membership and was invited by the central committee...to assume this new 
relationship." 


In 1981 in Dresden, the committee accepted the Army's resignation as a member of the 
council. One of the factors cited at the time was dissatisfaction in some parts of 
the Army with a 1978 grant from the special fund of the WCC anti-racism program to 
the Patriotic Front in what has since become the independent African nation of 
Zimbabwe. 
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WCC FINANCES SAID Ecumenical Press 
"BASICALLY GOOD" Service 83van. 62 


VANCOUVER, 12 August (EPS) _ the financial news about the World Council of 
Churches is "basically good," Patricia McClurg of the US, moderator of its 
finance committee, told the Sixth Assembly, here. 


The "worse piece of news," according to McClurg, is that since the last assembly 
in 1975, no progress was made in decreasing the number of churches that make no 
contribution to the council. They are more than one-third of the 301 members. 


To improve this situation, the assembly asked the new central committee to add 
to the WCC rules a statement of the financial responsibilities of membership. 
While not a condition of membership, they would be "a tangible sign of every 
church's commitment," she said. | 


The assembly also challenged churches in 13 countries that give 98 percent 

of the council's funds to up their 1984 contributions of undesignated funds 

by 30-50 percent of their 1982 contribution. Member churches in other countries 
were asked to increase their undesignated giving by 25 percent and to make yearly 
adjustments. Those that did not give in 1982 were asked to make a contribution 
next year and regularly thereafter. Those forced to make in-kind contributions 
were also asked to work with the WCC on appropriate contributions. ; 


EPS 
WCC ASSEMBLY OKAYS Ecumenical Press 
PROGRAM GUIDELINES Service 83van.63 


VANCOUVER, 12 August (EPS) - Guidelines to shape the program of the World Council of 
Churches until its next assembly in 1990 or 1991 have been approved by the Sixth 
Assembly, meeting here. Specific suggestions and ideas for detailed programs were 
referred to the new central committee which met here 11-12 August. 


The guidelines say all WCC activities in the coming years should be "inspired" by 
"growing towards": unity, justice and peace, vital and coherent theology, new 
dimensions of the churches' self-understanding, and a community of confessing and 
learning. 


Gleaning trends and ideas from the many discussion sessions during the assembly, the 
guidelines committee said top priority in the WCC should be given to the "search for 
concrete steps towards the goal of visible unity." Second priority was given to 
"fostering ecumenical relationships with and between churches, communities, groups 
and ecumenical organizations on all levels." Theological work was listed as a third 
priority, and after a debate the Suggestion that a "theological advisory group," be 
formed survived an attempt to delete it from the report. The other five priorities 
are evangelism; "commitment (covenant) to justice, peace and the integrity of all 
creation;" developing a community of "healing and sharing" with full participation 
of women, men, youth, children, the disabled and the laity; making concerns of women 
integral in all areas of WCC work; and ecumenical learning. 
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ASSEMBLY ROUNDUP (3): Ecumenical Press 
FINAL DAYS' STATEMENTS Service 83van.64 


VANCOUVER, 12 August (EPS) - To finish debate on the eight major issues and a number 
of statements before it, the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches here 
needed an extra plenary as it completed its 18 days' work. Even with the overtime 
session, the assembly had to turn over two issue group reports to the new WCC 
central committee for action. 


Discussion of the eight major issue groups took up the bulk of the assembly's time 
during its final four days, most of which were in plenary session with some 840 
delegates and several thousand journalists, guests and observers present. Two issue 
group reports -- on witnessing and on justice -- were forwarded to the central 
committee after debate. The "witnessing in a divided world" document was criticized 
primarily for lacking input from recent WCC mission and evangelism materials. The 
"struggling for justice and human dignity" report was sent back for revision 
following criticism of its strident tone and the apocalyptic images used in its 
theological section. 


Six other issue group reports were received by the assembly and are to be forwarded 
to the WCC's 301 member churches for study and action. 


The report on "taking steps toward unity" says both "prayer and action help deepen 
our understanding of faith." And it reiterates the WCC's goal of "visible unity in 
one faith and in one eucharistic fellowship."The "moving towards participation" 
report suggests how churches can use "special gifts" of laity, women, youth, the 
elderly, children and the disabled. It also urges churches "to support people's 
movements and development groups." 


Viewing people as the key to the success of health care, the report on "healing and 
sharing life in community" was unanimously received by the assembly. After a short 
discussion, suggestions that aging, dying, sharing in mission, the sanctity of life 
(in the recommendation dealing with abortion and medical ethics) and the sharing of 
wealth be taken into account in final editing were accepted. 


Nuclear deterrence can never provide the foundation for genuine peace. It must be 
categorically rejected as contrary to faith in Jesus Christ, says the "confronting 
threats to peace and survival" report. Agreeing that national security can be a 
legitimate concern, the report challenges concepts of national security that “exceed 
the needs of legitimate defense or seek economic, political and military domination 
of others." 


Theological education for the "whole people of God," not just clergy, is affirmed in 
the "learning in community" report. "Theology is... a reflection on faith in God and 
its implications, including life-style, decision-making, equipping for action in 
society, and relationship with God and persons," the report says. And it calls for 
theological education that links action and reflection. 


The eighth report, "communicating credibly," says new communications media, put to 
proper use, can enhance life rather than diminish it. But it notes the meda are 
unevenly distributed and their control is in the hands of a few powerful countries 
and transnational corporations. 


(over) 
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Evangelism and action for peace and justice must not be separated, says the assembly 
message. It says Christians are called to "tell the good news that Jesus Christ, God 
and Savior, is the Life of the World" (the Assembly theme) and to renew their 
"commitment to justice and peace." It urges Christians to call “persistently in 
every forum for a halt to the arms race." 


The assembly also issued statements and resolutions on a number of issues. One of 
the most hotly debated dealt with Afghanistan. After pleas from Soviet delegates for 
what they described as a realistic and balanced wording, the delegates voted support 

for UN efforts for peace in Afghanistan, including a call for 
withdrawal of Soviet troops. One member of the drafting committee described the 
statement as "the most some delegates could accept, and the least others could 
accept." 


Another well debated issue was a seven-page "statement on peace and justice". 
Churches were challenged to speak out more boldly than ever against the nuclear arms 
race and to work for justice around the world, recognizing that "without justice for 
all everywhere we shall never have peace anywhere." 


On the Middle East, the assembly said churches should help create a wider awareness 
of the justice of the Palestinian cause and of the suffering of Muslims and 
Christians living in East Jerusalem and other occupied territories. The statement 
also repeated the WCC position that to achieve peace in the region there must be a 
“withdrawal of Israeli troops from all territories occupied in 1967" and recognition 
of "the right of all states, including Israel and Arab states, to live in peace with 
secure and recognized boundaries." 


A statement on human rights passed by the assembly urges both the WCC and its member 
churches to step up activities in this area, including monitoring, advocacy, study 
work, consciousness-raising, prodding governments to develop new legal instruments, 
and "a pastoral approach, which combines prayer, preaching and practicalaefforts in 
action." 


In other statements adopted by the assembly, mandatory and comprehensive sanctions 
including an oil embargo were approved against white-minority ruled South Africa. 
Other statements were issued on Cyprus, the Pacific, Central America and "the 
international food disorder." 


Also in its last week, the assembly elected a new 145-member central committee. It 
has 17 persons 30 or under (11.7 percent) and 38 women (26.2 percent). Elected as 
the seven presidents of the WCC were R. Nita Barrow (Methodist, Barbados), Marga 
Biihrig (Reformed, Switzerland), Lois Wilson (United, Canada), W.P.K. Makhulu 
(Anglican, Botswana), Paulos Gregorios (Oriental Orthodox, India), Johannes Hempel 
(Lutheran, German Democratic Republic) and Ignatios IV (Eastern Orthodox, Syria). 


Guidelines to shape the program of the World Council until its next assembly (in 
1990 or 1991) were also approved. Gleaning trends and ideas from the many discussion 
sessions during the assembly, the guidelines committee said top priority should be 
given to the "search for concrete steps toward the goal of visible unity." Second 
priority was given to "fostering ecumenical relationships with and between churches, 
communities, groups and ecumenical organizations on all levels." 


Thje other six priorities are theological work; evangelism; "commitment to justice, 
peace and the integrity of all creation"; developing a community of "healing and 
sharing" with full participation of women, men, youth, children, the disabled and 
the laity; making concerns of women integral to all areas of WCC work; and 
ecumenical learning. 
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This is the last of the eight special issues of EPS with coverage 

of the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. They would 
not have been possible without much help from many, not least those 
in the typing and production pool, and stewards assigned to the EPS 


operation. 


Besides the editor, three journalists were on the EPS staff fulltime 
these weeks - Roger Kahle (Lutheran World Federation), Frances Smith 
(United Methodist Communications), and Harriet Ziegler (National 
Council of Churches). Editor Bruce Best and the staff of the assembly 
newspaper also contributed material, as did other journalists here 

for the assembly, and two of the EPS stewards - Matthias Schmale and 


Stephen Brown. 


That some stayed in Geneva also made EPS in Vancouver possible. Kathy 
Lowe edited the August and first September issues of EPS mailed from 
Geneva. Jenny Thom and Giles Semper looked after Geneva office opera- 
tions. Colleague Monique McClellan is responsible for the second 
September issue, thus allowing the editor to prolong a post-assembly 


vacation by a few days. 


Thomas Hartley Dorris 
Editor 


WCC ASSEMBLY ROUNDUP: Ecumenical Press 
WORSHIP AND STATEMENTS Service 83van.65 


VANCOUVER, 15 August (EPS) - More than anything else the World Council of Churches 
Sixth Assembly, which met here 24 July - 10 August, was a worshiping assembly. 

Upwards of 4,000 - including 840 delegates from WCC member churches - gathered on 

the University of British Columbia campus to tackle a number of spiritual, social, 

and organizational issues. And what bound everything together was the rich and diverse 
religious life held in a huge yellow-and-white striped tent. 


"This assembly, more than any I've been to, was an assembly of the people of God," 
WCC General Secretary Philip Potter said at a press conference on the final day. 
"We had a deep sense of the church around the world, from different cultures, able 
to celebrate faith in Christ at a time when everything else in the world seems to 
point in a contrary direction," the Caribbean theologian observed. 


In their message, delegates said, "we have been called to grow together and to struggl 
together." Christians, they added, are called to "tell the good news that Jesus-Christ 
God and Saviour, is the life of the world" (the assembly theme) and to renew their 
“commitment to justice and peace... Since Jesus Christ healed and challenged the whole 
of life, so we are called to serve the life of all." 


Delegates spent a good part of the first half of the assembly listening to a wide 
range of ideas from an international array of speakers, and then discussing the ideas 
and engaging in Bible study in small groups, clusters of small gropus, issue groups 
and hearings. By the final week a score of resolutions, reports and official state- 
ments came to the plenary sessions for discussion and approval. 


Opening worship in the tent was a service of singing, drumming, music and prayers in 
six languages. British broadcaster Pauline Webb preached against the "bloodletting 
fanaticism of our time" and urged Christians to identify with each other and share one 
another's suffering. 


The "Lima liturgy," celebrated by Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, was an intro 
duction for most delegates to a new worship order that reflects the theological 
convergence affirmed at the WCC Faith and Order Commission in Peru in 1982 (EPS 49/02) 
"This eucharist," Runcie said, "is what unites a badly divided and broken world" and 
"points to our future unity." 


There were morning eucharists, three general services, and a prayer vigil daily during 
the assembly. Word and action were symbolised at the end of the second week by a 
13-hour "witness for peace and justice." At a service that ran past midnight during 
the peace vigil, South African Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu, general secretary of 

the South African Council of Churches, told worshipers in the tent: "When one looks 

at the state of the world today, one says with relief, thank God I'm not God! When 
you stand in this place where so many of God's children are gathered together, you say 
thank you God, that you are God! It is one of the most wonderful things to belong to 
the Church of God." 


In the context of their worship and discussions, delegates spent the final days of 
the assembly debating and passing a series of policy statements and resolutions. 
They also received reports on eight issue groups that met during the 18-day period. 
A new 145-member central committee was elected. It is the WCC governing body until 
the next assembly, probably in 1990 or 1991. It received a number of reports on 
activities since the last assembly in Nairobi (1975) and approved policy guidelines 
for the work of the council for the rest of the decade. 


(more) 
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Media attention focused on those statements dealing with peace and with the super= 
powers. One of the most debated resolutions supports UN efforts for peace in 
Afghanistan, including withdrawal of Soviet troops and an end to aid to anti-govern= 
ment forces. Though some argued for a resolution calling for "immediate" Soviet 
withdrawal, in the end the majority agreed with a Soviet Baptist who asked for wording 
church representatives from the USSR could agree to. US involvement in Central America 
was sharply censored, with attempts to delete reference to the US or include a mention 
of the USSR defeated. The vote was 479-21 with 142 abstentions. 


A statement on peace and justice urges churches to speak out more boldly on the 
nuclear arms race and it recognised that "without justice for all everywhere we shall 
never have peace anywhere." A statement on human rights calls for such activities as 
advocacy, calling on governments to develop new legal instruments and "a pastoral 
approach," which combines prayer, preaching and practical efforts in action. 


A Middle East resolution encourages churches to have a wider awareness of the justice 
of the Palestinian cause, Another statement calls for mandatory and comprehensive 
sanctions against South Africa. A companion statement calls on member churches to 
deepen their solidarity with forces opposed to apartheid (race separation) and racism, 
including UN-recognised liberation movements like SWAPO in Namibia. 

The assembly also expressed concern about nuclear testing in French Polynesia, 
endorsed aboriginalrights in Canada, called for "immediate implementation" of 

UN resolutions on Cyprus, and expressed concern for the world's 400 million under- 
nourished. 


Participation was a strong theme that ran through the assembly, resulting in an issue 
group report which called on churches to use the "special gifts" of laity, women, 
youth, the elderly, children and the disabled. Women had a higher profile in this 
assembly than in previous ones. Many of the key speakers - British broadcaster Pauline 
Webb, German theologian Dorothee Sélle, Australian physician Helen Caldicott, and 
Bolivian labor activist Dmotila Barrios - were women. There were increases in youth 
and women delegates both at the assembly and on the new central committee, and it was 
the first time major provision was made by an assembly for the disabled. 


In addition to the official programme for delegates, dozens of speakers addressed 
various public events for visitors. A meeting place for women, the Well, offered a 
programme that drew overflow crowds throughout the assembly. Ploughshares was set up 
as a coffee house to highlight peace and justice concerns. Books, materials and 
displays from five dozen groups were available in the Agora and in a WCC bookstore. 
And a film festival screened movies related to the assembly themes, half from women 
directors. 


The assembly received attention from scattered picketers opposed to WCC actions or 
attitudes. The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation provided television coverage of the 
sessions, the worship services and the daily press conferences, which went via 
satellite to cable systems throughout Canada and in the northern US. Both audio and 
video tapes of assembly highlights are also being made available. The assembly even 
had its own daily newspaper which covered both the proceedings and the many extra 
events delegates were unable to attend. ; 


The assembly business was concluded in an extra plenary session on the last night of 
the 18-day meeting. After retiring moderator Ted Scott (Canadian Anglican primate) 
offered a prayer, lead a hymn and the benediction, participants threw into the air 
the colourful seat cushionsCanadian women made for all participants. 


EPS 


WCC ASSEMBLY SPEAKS Ecumenical Press 
ON WORLD FOOD CRISIS Service 83van. 66 


VANCOUVER, 15 August (EPS) - With 400 million people in the world inadequately 
nourished, churches of the World Council of Churches have been asked to take action 
to change the underlying causes of hunger. 


In its closing session, the WCC Sixth Assembly also passed resolutions on the situa- 
tion in Cyprus, the problems of people in the South Pacific, and the struggle for 
land rights of Canada's aboriginal peoples. Four short items to be placed in the 
minutes of the meeting were also adopted. 


The statement on "international food disorders" says "food must not be used as a 
political weapon," noting that it is often used for bargaining among and within nations 
WCC member churches are asked to undertake a 13-point programme to alleviate the inter- 
national food crisis. Among the points are calls to strengthen ecumenical response 

for emergency food needs: to continue educational programmes about the causes of 
hunger; to monitor food-related policies of governments, international agencies and 
transnational corporations; and to support efforts for peace, justice and human rights. 


In its resolution on Cyprus, the assembly said it is "deeply concerned about the lack 
of progress toward a peaceful and just solution" created by the military intervention 
there of Turkish forces. It calls for "immediate implementation of all relevant UN 
resolutions on Cyprus" and for a resumption of negotiations. 


As a result of testimonies during the assembly from Christians of the South Pacific, 
delegates adopted a resolution expressing concern about continued nuclear-weapons 
testing in French Polynesia, the dumping of nuclear wastes by outside powers, 
maneuvers of the great powers' nuclear weapons-carrying submarines, and self-determina- 
tion for the Melanesian inhabitants of New Caledonia. 


The federal and provincial governments of Canada were urged to "recognise and enact 
aboriginal title, aboriginal rights and treaty rights in the Canadian Constitution in 
a manner and form acceptable to the aboriginal peoples themselves" in another resolutic 


The assembly asked member churches to support the aboriginal peoples of Canada and the 
Canadian churches, which delegates commended for their consistent support of the 
aboriginal peoples’ struggles to "gain recognition within Canada as distinct peoples 
uniquely attached to their traditional lands." 


The negative effects of US military bases in the Philippines, violence in Sri Lanka, 
violations of human rights in Lesotho, and the continuing world silence about the 
massacre of Armenians at the beginning of the century were the subjects of four short 
items of concern addressed by the assembly with the instruction that the concerns be 
placed in the official minutes of the meeting. 


The business was concluded at an unexpected plenary session on the last night of the 
18-day meeting. At its end, Canadian Anglican Primate Ted Scott, outgoing WCC 
moderator led participants in prayer and the singing of a hymn. Then, on a count of 
three, the thousand-plus throng threw into the air the colourful seat cushions they 
had been using the past 18 days. 


EPS 


WCC ASSEMBLY CRITICIZES Ecumenical Press 
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VANCOUVER, 15 August (EPS) - The US government has been criticized by the Sixth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches for its military policies in Central 
America, policies the assembly said increase chances for a potentially devastating 
war in the region. 


Saying that Central America "is caught up in an agonizing struggle to recast the 
foundations of its people's life," the assembly "vigorously opposes any type of 
military intervention by the United States, covert or overt, or by any other 
government, in the Central American region." 


Several attempts to amend that section to delete reference to the United States or 
include mention of the USSR failed. 


The statement says, "The current United States administration, acting on its percep- 
tion of the nation's security, has adopted a policy of military, economic, financial 
and political initiatives designed to destabilize the Nicaraguan government, renew 
international support for Guatemala's violent military regimes, resist the forces of 
historic change in El Salvador, and militarize Honduras in order to insure a base 
from which to contain the aspirations of the Central American peoples." 


The statement calls attention to massacres in Guatemala, human rights violations in 

El Salvador, and policies of harassment against its neighbours by Honduras. About 
Nicaragua, the statement draws attention to "the life-affirming achievements of the 
Nicaraguan peoples and its leadership since 1979," mentioning especially the abolition 
of the death penalty, the literacy programme, an effective land reform scheme, and 
openness to acknowledge "the inappropriateness of some policies." 


EPS 
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VANCOUVER, 15 August (EPS) - The Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches has 
affirmed the need for mandatory and comprehensive sanctions against South Africa 
because of its policy of apartheid (race separation). At the same time, the assembly 
urged governments to give highest priority to the establishment of an effective oil 
embargo. 


A companion statement calls on the 301 WCC member churches to deepen their solidarity 
with forces opposed to apartheid and racism and struggling for liberation, including 
UN-recognised liberation movements. (This designation is held by SWAPO, fighting 
fighting for majority rule in Namibia.) 


The statement reiterates that apartheid is "condemned by the gospel of Jesus Christ." 
Any theology supporting it is deemed "heretical." 


New constitutional proposals by the South African government are condemned as 
“fraudulent and racist" because they do not provide for real sharing of power and 
exclude blacks from the political process. 


On Namibia, the assembly supported immediate implementation of UN Resolution 435 callin; 
for independence. WCC member churches were asked to discourage their people from 
immigrating to South Africa. 


At the suggestion of Anglican Bishop. Desmond Tutu of South Africa, mention in the 
final version is to be made of white South Africans, with an indication the world 


church loves and cares for them and is not anti-South Africa but anti-injustice and 
apartheid. 
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VANCOUVER, 15 August (EPS) - Heinz Joachim Held, president of the foreign 
relations office of the Evangelical Church in (West) Germany (EKD), is the 
new moderator of the 145-member central committee of the World Council of 
Churches. 


Held was elected during a closed session of the new committee following the 
conclusion of the WCC Sixth Assembly, here, 10 August. The committee governs 
the WCC between assemblies, which are held every seven or eight years. 


Elected vice moderators were Sylvia Talbot, a US health education specialist, 
and Chrysostomos of Myra, metropolitan archbishop and president of the 
panchristian affairs commission of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


Held, 55, is ordained and a member within the EKD of the (United) Evangelical 
Church in Hessen and Nassau. Talbot, 49, belongs to the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Chrysostomos, 62, is Eastern Orthodox. 


Held, a committee member since 1968, has been on its finance committee since 
1975. He has headed the EKD foreign relations office since 1975, after work 
in Argentina as a theology professor (1964-68) and as president of the 
Evangelical Church of the Rio de la Plata (1968-1974). 


Talbot became a member of the WCC's Christian Medical Commission in 1973, and 
has been its moderator since 1976. Since 1972, she has been responsible for 
youth and women's work in two AME districts - Caribbean and South America 
(1972-80) and Georgia (since 1980). Chrysostomos has been on the central 
committee since 1961, and its executive committee since 1971. He has been 

a member of the patriarchal holy synod since 1972, and a theology professor 
since 1951. 


Besides the officers, the committee also elected 16 more of its number to 
its executive committee: Joyce Kaddu (Anglican, Uganda), Aaron Tolen (Reformed, 


Cameroon) Bena-Silu (Kimbanguist, Zaire), Annathaie Abayasekera (Anglican, 
Sri Lanka), Soritua A. E. Nababan (Lutheran, Indonesia), Puafitu Faa'alo 
(Reformed, Tuvalu), Jean Skuse (United, Australia), Janice Love (Methodist, 


USA), J. Oscar McCloud (Reformed, USA), Meinard Piske (Lutheran, Brazil), 
Bishop Athanasios (Oriental Orthodox, Egypt), Archbishop Kirill (Eastern 
Orthodox, USSR), Metropolitan Antonie (Eastern Orthodox, Romania), Harry 
Ashmall (Reformed, UK), Gunnar Stalsett (Lutheran, Norway), and Karoly Toth 
(Reformed, Hungary). Also on the new executive committee are the seven WCC 
presidents: Anglican Archbishop W.P.K. Makhulu (Botswana), Oriental Orthodox 
Metropolitan Paul Mar Gregorios (India), Methodist health consultant Nita 
Barrow (Barbados), Lutheran Bishop Johannes Hempel (GDR), Reformed educator 
Marga Biihrig (Switzerland), former United Church of Canada Moderator Lois 
Wilson, and Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Ignatios IV (Syria). 


The executive committee voted to appoint a search committee next February to 
recommend a candidate to succeed retiring general secretary Philip Potter. 
Before that, nine members of the executive committee, chaired by Wilson, 

are to suggest search procedures. Potter's successor is expected to be 
elected by the central committee by the end of 1984. 
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VANCOUVER, 15 August (EPS) - Reports on"struggling for justice and human dignity" 
and "witnessing in a divided world" have been sent by the World Council of Churches 
central committee to the 301 WCC member denominations. The WCC assembly, which ended 
here 10 August, had referred the reports to the newly elected committee. 


The assembly asked those who drafted the reports to make major changes in them and 
did not have time to deal with the revised versions before adjourning 10 August. The 
assembly did forward reports on six other issues to the churches. 


The justice report calls on churches "to resist demonic powers of death inherent in 
racism, sexism, class domination, caste oppression and militarism." Among suggestions 
made to churches dealing with "unjust economic structures," the report suggests 
"exposing the role of transnational corporations." Among the tools suggested for 
churches are covenanting, "exploring forms through which Christian spirituality is 
manifested," networking, and financing anti-racism and development work. 

"Let us not be_ misled into pessimism," the report says, over the emerging abuses of 
power in the world. "As a gift of God, power is used and should be used to countervail 
those who worship the idols of death. ... People seek liberation with justice, with 
creativity and courage which are the signs of hope in our time. We must affirm the 
right to share power with equity, because it is shared life." 


The witnessing report builds on the 1982 WCC mission and evangelism affirmation, which 
the report encourages churches "to translate and distribute widely." It draws special 


attention to witnessing among children, among the poor and among people of other faiths. 


In dealing with the latter the report urges that witness not be a one-way process 
"from us to them." It says there is also a witness "from them to us." And "while 
affirming the uniqueness of the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus, to 
which we bear witness, we recognise God's creative work in the seeking for religious 
truth among people of other faiths." 


Among actions on staff, the committee approved the following WCC sub-unit directors: 
Faith and Order, Giinter Gassman (interconfessional dialogue and ecumenical research 
secretary, studies department, Lutheran World Federation); World Mission and Evan- 
gelism, Eugene Stockwell (associate general secretary, overseas ministries divi- 
sion, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA); Church and Society, 
David Gosling (lecturer in Asian religion, University of Hull, England); and 
Christian Medical Commission, Eric Ram (CMC associate director). Respectively, 

they succeed William Lazareth, Emilio Castro, Paul Abrecht, and Stuart Kingma, 

who are retiring or taking new positions by the end of 1983. 


Also approved were Thomas Best (associate professor of religion, Butler University, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, USA) as a faith and order executive secretary; Gerhard 

Linn (a pastor from the GDR) as secretary for education and mission; and Stuart 

Brown (regional program officer in Dakar, Senegal, for the social sciences division 
of the International Development Research Centre) as program secretary for Christian= 
Muslim relations. 


In other action, the committee elected a new Faith and Order Standing Commission, 
and appointed US Methodist John Deschner commission moderator. The committee also 
appointed several "core groups". They are to meet next January to begin to im- 
plement new program mandates given by the WCC Sixth Assembly. 


Referred to the WCC staff for followup were proposals dealing with religious 
liberty in Albania, new US missiles in Europe, and a superpower summit meeting. 
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(3033, 3034, 3035, 3036, 3037, 3038) Peace Witness and Vigil. Believers from 
around the world joined in a public witness for peace and justice on August 5. An 
all-night prayer vigil was followed by the celebration of an Orthodox eucharist 
the next morning, the anniversary of the destruction of Hiroshima. 


(3039) An Orthodox delegate, Bishop Elias Kurben, Antiochian Orthodox 
Lebanon, takes part in the eucharist Saturday morning. (3040) Archibishop 
lakovos, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America with two 
celebrants during the Orthodox liturgy at WCC Assembly. (3041) Archbishop 
lakovos, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America. (3042) 
General Secretary Philip Potter (right) distributed symbols of life at the peace 
vigil. Receiving is Brother Robert of Taizé. (3043) Bishop Desmond Tutu, South 
African Council of Churches, made a moving post-midnight address. (3044) Dr. 
Philip Potter (left) and Bishop Desmond Tutu. (3045) Sharing a symbol of peace 
during the vigil. 


Among Issue Group moderators were (3046) Metropolitan John of Helsinki, Or- 
thodox Church in Finland; (3047) Ms Margareta Ingelstam, Sweden; (3048) Metr. 
Paulos Mar Gregorios, Orthodox Syrian Church of the East, India; (3049) Ms 
Mercy Oduyoye, Methodist Church Nigeria; (3050) Bishop Johannes Hempel, 
Federation of Evangelical Churches in the DDR; (3051) Ms Theressa Hoover, 
United Methodist Church, U.S.A. 
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